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ON   THE   CALENDARS   OF   ANCIENT  ITALY. 


DISSERTATION  XH. 

On  the  Vetijication  of  the  Roman  Calendar  by  tJie  testi- 
mony of  Eclipses  i 


CHAPTER  I. 


Section  I. — Qf  the  Eel^nea  on  record  in  Roman  history. 

THE  number  of  eclipses  which  are  found  upon  record  in  Ro- 
man history  at  present  is  small ;  though  there  is  reason  to 
belicTe  that  not  only  every  phenomenon  of  that  kind,  which 
was  actually  observed  at  Rome  or  in  its  vicinity,  but  even  the 
most  casual  affections  of  the  air  and  the  heaveus  were  care- 
fully entered  in  the  journals  kept  by  the  poutiflfs,  and  called 
the  Annale»  Maximi'.  Still  there  are  as  many  as  may  suffice 
to  test  and  coDfirm  the  truth  of  our  Roman  calendar  from  first 
to  last,  so  long  as  it  stands  in  need  of  any  such  confirmation. 
And  forasmuch  as  a  criterion  and  proof  of  this  kind  will  be 
allowed  upon  all  hands  to  be  one  of  the  most  critical  and 
convindng  to  which  we  could  possibly  appeal ;  though  each 
of  these  eclipses  has  been  already  noticed,  or  will  have  to  be 
80  hereafter,  in  its  proper  order  of  time,  we  think  it  ad- 
visable to  bring  them  tc^ther;  in  order  that  their  cu- 

1  DiM.  ch.  ii.  Mct.  ii.  Vol.  i.  p.  aS. 
EAL.  ITAL.  VOL.  III.  B 
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mulative   force  and  amuuiit  may   be  the  better  seen  and 
appreciated. 

It  is  necessary  however  to  premise  to  this  review  that  in 
some  cases  the  Roman  date  of  the  eclipse  has  been  assigned, 
along  with  the  fact  of  it,  in  terms  of  the  calendar  for  the  time 
being;  and  this  can  be  compared  at  once  with  the  Julian 
date  of  the  aauie  natural  phenomcuon,  at  the  same  point  of 
time,  an  cither  obtained  hy  calculation  for  ourselves,  or  taken 
from  the  Tables  of  eclipses  alriMily  calculated.  In  auch  cases 
the  confirmation  of  our  calendar  by  this  species  of  testimony 
is  complete.  The  Julian  date  thus  obtained  by  calculation 
or  tiikori  from  the  Tables,  and  the  Roman  date  assigned  by 
our  calendar  in  terms  of  the  Julian  calendar,  arc  always  tlie 
same. 

In  other  cases,  the  fact  of  an  eclipse  has  been  mentioned 
m  its  proper  order  of  time,  but  without  its  Roman  date  for 
the  time  being.  In  such  instances,  the  year  of  the  pheno- 
menon ia  known ;  and  generally  perhaps  the  time  of  the 
year  :  bat  the  actual  day  is  a  desidenitum.  We  propose  to 
include  these  also  in  our  review.  Tbcy  are  useful  in  a 
secondary  degree  ax  means  of  confirming  the  arrange- 
ments and  details  of  our  Roman  Fasti  j  and  no  couiirma- 
tion  by  means  of  such  testimony  as  this  ought  to  bo 
omitted. 

Lastly  there  are  some  instances  also  on  record  of  pheno- 
mena which,  though  not  specified  as  ecliptic  in  the  historj-  of 
the  time,  appear  to  be  rcferrihle  to  the  class  of  eclipses;  but 
whether  of  pHcudo-cclipses  or  trac  must  depend  on  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  cnse.  We  propoac  briefly  to  notice  these 
also.  The  survey  which  we  are  contemplating  of  this  parti- 
euhir  kind  of  testimony  and  correspoTiding  kind  of  proof  will 
extend  from  B.  C.  750  down  to  B.  C.  49  at  least :  and  it 
might  be  continued  from  B.  (-'.  49  to  A.  D.  186.  But  wc  re- 
serve such  cases  uf  the  same  kind  as  come  betwceu  B,  C.  45 
and  A.D.  ISO  for  the  illustration  and  verificHtion  of  the 
Jolian  Correction. 


cH.  t.  ••  2.  Testimony  qfEclip»e». 

Section  II. — Echpaea,  of  which  both  the  Bxanan  and  the 
Jtdian  date  are  knoum. 


i.  Solar  Eclipae  at  the  Foimdation  of  Rome  ■■>. 
U.  C.  4  VwT.  U.  C.  3  Cap.  U.  C.  i  Polyb.  B.  C.  750. 


Nimdiiuil  calendar.  Cycle  i.  i.  Martii  i  Feb.  4. 


To  illustrate  the  date  of  this  eclipse  both  in  the  Nundinal 
calendar  of  the  time,  and  in  that  ofNuma,  in  which  the  proper 
date  of  the  Foundation  or  of  the  Natales  urbis  was  xi  Kal. 
Maias,  we  will  suppose  Nnina's  calendar  to  have  been  in 
existence  along  with  the  Nundinal  one  of  Romulus  at  the 
time  of  the  Foundation  itself,  and  its  proper  date  to  have 
been  the  Kalendse  Januariie  U.  C.  1,  February  4  B.  C.  750. 


Nundinal  Calendar.  Proleptic  Calendar  of  Numa. 

Cycle  i.  I.  Cycle  i.  1. 

i  Martius  Feb.    4    mid.  i  Kalendse  Januaiue  Feb.    4  mid. 

ii  Aprilis    March;  ii      . .        Martise     March 5    . . 

iii  Maiufl     April  5      . .  iii      . .        Apriles     April  5    . . 


Maitjao  April  34  "^  zi  Kalendaa  Maiaa       April  34 


ii.  Solar  Eclipse  at  the  death  of  Romulua». 

U.  C.  39  Varr.  U.  C.  38  Cap.  U.  C.  36  Polyb.  B.  C.  715. 

Nundinal  Calendar,  Cycle  viii.  i. 


i  MartiuB  January    20    mid. 

ii  Aprilis  February  30 

iii  MuuB  March      21 

iv  Junius  April         3i 

r  Quinctilia  May  20 

7  Quinctilia,  None  Quinctiles  May  26  " 

iii.  Solar  Eclipse  of  the  Nones  of  Junius 
U.  C.  350  of  the  Annales  Maximi". 

U.  C.  354  Varr.  U.  C.  353  Cap.  U.  C.  351  Polyb.  B.  C.  400 
Tribuni  Militares  M.  Furius  Camillus 

Cn.  Cornelius  Coesua  iii 
L.  Valerius  PoUtus  iv. 


-  VoL  i.  ptset  108.  in.  sqq.  157.      "  Vol.  L  p.  118.  sqq.      "  Vol.  L  p.  liB. 
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Dccetnnral  Cskndar,  Cycle  m.  i.  377  day*. 


(Cftlnidir, 

i  JonunmD 
ii  Fcbmarifl? 
oi  [DterlcaUTcs 
iv  ftlartiee 
V  Aprilcs 
ri  M»iv 
rii  Junior 


Dcwmber  19 

March 

April 
May 


mid. 


B.C.4<" 

400 


»9 
18 
t6 
»7 


JUDC 


17 


Xooie  JuniiD  Jun«  21 '  B.  C.  400. 


IT.  Solar  Eclipse  on  the  day  of  the  battle  of  ZamaV. 
U.C.  551  VttJT.  U.  C.  SSI  Cap.  U.C.  549  Polyh.  B.C.  103—203. 


"n.  Clandiiu  Nero 

M.  Servihus  (Palfix)  Gcminus. 


Irregular  calni<lar,  Cyck  i.  7.  356  days. 


lUlMtdtf 


B.C, 


Kklmd*. 


H.C. 


iJanimriiv  Nor.  3^  midi  903  vi  Junw          April  ai  mid.  203 

ti  Felmiarup  Dec.  34    . .      . .  vii  Quinctiloi    May  3i     ■  ■  •  ■ 

tii  MnnicT  J&n.  ai    , ,     30a  vtii  SextilM        Jmu  3i     ..  .. 

IT  A[>rilc!B  Feb.  31    . ,       . .  niii  Septtimltres  July  2C    . . 

V  MoiiF  Mar.aa    ..      ..  x  Octobiei      Aug.  18     ..  .. 


xi  Kalnidv  Nomnbies     Septomber  18  mid.  B.  C.  3&a 
sii  Kaleodn  Decnnbrea    Ociuber      17 

til  Nonas       IJecembreaV  October       19  mid. 

V.  Solar  Eclipse  U.C.  564  v  Idua  Quinctilcs. 

Per  eoa  dies,  obsen-cs  hvry  of  this  year^,  quibus  est  pro- 
fectus  ad  belluin  eoiisul  Ludis  ApolliuaribuB  ante  diem  quin- 
tum  Idiia  Quinctilcs  coclo  sereno  iDterdiu  obacurata  lux  e«t, 
qutim  lima  mih  orbeni  aolis  subisset.  It  is  an  iiujwrtftDt 
eclipse,  in  order  to  aacyrtnin  the  exact  relatioD  of  the  calen- 
dar year  at  this  time  to  the  natural,  and  the  amount  of  the 
irrcgulnritv  which  bad  been  already  generated  in  the  former  \ 
though  the  regular  admiuistration  of  the  calendar  had  been., 
tiud  aaidc  only  eighteen  years.  The  Kalends  of  January  ii 
thia  year  of  the  city  were  falling  on  .\ugust  Ifi  B.C.  191. 
The  year  before  it  they  fell  on  August  4:  and  that  was  tho 
'  Vol.  i.  luge  1^0.     r  Vol  i.  page  450.     <  xxxTii.4.  cf.  ixxri.  45 :  xxxvB.  1. 
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greatest  d^;rce  of  deflection  from  their  normal  or  rectified 
poaition  in  the  calendar  to  which  they  erer  attained.  After 
U.  C.  563  B.  C.  193—191  they  began  to  ascend  upwards 
again :  and  th^  never  fell  back  ao  low  as  August  4  or 
August  16,  a  second  time,  down  to  the  date  of  the  Julian 
Correction  itself. 

U.  C.  564  Varr.  U.  C.  563  Cap.  U.  C.  561  Polyb.  B.  C.  191—190. 

L.  Comeliua  Scifno  (Asiaticus) 
C.  Lselius. 


Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  i.  19.  378  days. 

Kahnd^                                            B.C.  KalendM.  B.C. 

i  Jaoaariee       Aug.  16  mid.  191  r  Apriles        Dec.  S  mid.  191 

ii  Febniarue     Sep.  14    . .  vi  Maue           Jan.  3  , .  190 

iii  Interkalares  Oct.     7    . .      . .  vii  Junis          Feb.  3  . .  . . 

W  Martiie          Nor.   4    . .      . .  viii  Quinctilea  Mar,  4  . , 

7  Idua  QuinctileB  March  14  B.  C.  190 


Rngr^,  O  odipeed  March  14  7.30  a.  h.  Paiia.  B.  C.  190. 
VL  Lmur  Eclipse  before  the  battle  of  Pydna. 


Jjivj  alone  has  preserved  the  Koman  date  of  the  eclipse 
which  preceded  the  battle  of  Fjdna :  though  the  fact  itself  of 
a  lunar  eclipse  at  that  time  is  very  generally  attested'. 
Nocte,  qnam  pridie  Nonas  Septembres  aequuta  est  dies,  edita 
hora  (secimda  sc.  noctis  usque  ad  quartam)  luna  quum  de- 
fecisset".  After  which,  Postero  die*,  the  battle.  The  date  in 
the  calendar  for  the  time  being  was  consequently  iii  Nouas 
Septembres,  reckoned  from  midnight  to  midnight.  Eutropius 
makes  this  the  date  of  the  battle  ° ;  on  which  principle,  if  his 
text  is  not  in  error,  he  has  confounded  iii  Nonas  with  ii  Nonas, 
or  Pridie  Nonas.  Some  of  our  authorities  (for  instance 
Cicero)  wonld  imply  that  Gallus'  explanation  of  the  physical 
cause  of  the  phenomenon  was  given  the  next  morning ;  not 
(at  Livy  and  others  represent)  the  evening  preceding,  and 
before  the  eclipse  itself.    But  this  is  a  circumstance  of  dis- 

'  Folybiai,  zxix.  6.   {  8.     Cioero,  xii.  8.    Joitin,  zxxiii.  i.  }  7.    Ljdiu, 

Ike  B«pnbBa^  i.     Tahriiu  Max.  rtii.  De  Oatenlia,  le.  984. 1,  4. 
xL  I  De  effeotibiu  mrtinm  nria,  Flmj,         •  Livy,  xUv.  37. 
H.  N.  ii.  9.  Plntarch,  jGmilina  Paallus,  <  Ibid.  37—43- 

xrii,     Rrontinnfl,  De  Strategematla,  1.         ■*  It.  4. 


6 


On  the  VeriJicatioN  of  the  Rootan  (^Imdar.     diss.  «i. 


tinction  between  these  different  accounts  which  does 
affect  the  date  of  the  eclipse. 


U.  C.  586  Varr.  V.  C.  585  Cap.  U.  C.  583  Polyb.  B.  C.  169-1IS8. 

L.  Aiinilius  Paullus  ii 
C.  liidniua  Crasnu. 


InvgulAT  Cnlendti,  Cycle  ii.  17.  378  tlayn. 

I).C.  KftlMida. 


ao. 


Kabnilr.  

i    JsnuBtin       Oct.   2  mid.  169  vi    Mute           Feb.  19  mid.  168 

U   Febniuia:  31  vii  Jiui'ue  Mar.  as     .. 

iU  InUrkal&res  Nov.aj  . .  riii  QuincUlea    Apr.  30 

iv  Uwtiie          Doc.  at  . .  ix     SexUint        May  11 

V  AprilM         Jan.  3i  . .     168  x     Septcoibres  June  19     . . 


iii  Nonaa  Sf|itembres  June  3t  B.  C.  168. 


Fingr^i  J)  eclipsed  June  ai  7.45  p.  u.  Paha  B.  C.  168. 

Section  III.— Eclipses,  the  fact  of  which  and  the  year  are 
knawn,  but  nol  the  Roman  date  of  the  time  being. 

i.  Solar  edipae  U. C  537  Feb.  11  B.C.  317. 

V.  C.  S37  V»iT.  U.  C.  536  Cap.  U.  C.  534  ^<Ay^    «■  C  ai7. 

Cn.  Senriliufi  CiemiouR 
C.  FUuniniua  ii. 


DeeemvintI  C^endor,  Cycle  x.  ifi.  355  days. 
Kalcndw  Jaiiuanie  Jiinuary  35  naid.  B.  C  >I7. 


xiii  Kalendaa  Fcbnarias  Fob.  1 1  mid. 


An  ecUpae  of  the  sun  is  incidentally  mentioned  by  TJTy, 
in  the  enumrration  of  certain  prodigies  or  portents,  the  new* 
of  which  reached  tlomo  at  the  beginning  of  this  consular 
year:  Angebant  metnm  prodjgia  ex  plaribiis  simul  locis 
nuntiata.  in  Sicilia  militibuH  aliquot  spicula,  in  Sardiutn 
autem  in  muro  circumeunti  vigilias  etiulti  scipiouem  qucoi 
manu  teuuerat,  araisse  .  . ,  et  rolia  orbem  minui  oiatimi'. 

*  Mii.  I.    Ct,  Onm*,  iv.  ij.  nba  repnU  thii,  kfttf  lirjr,  of  Uk  jmt  of 

Tlinubnen  -,  Nuu  et  xili*  orbia  titlniit  «iMu. 
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This  last  allusioQ  is  clearly  to  a  partial  eclipae  of  the  sud, 
which  must  have  been  observed  this  year,  U.  C.  537  Varr. 
B.  C.  21 7.  The  ingress  of  the  consular  year  indeed  is  men- 
tioned by  Livy  before  he  notices  this  fact :  Per  idem  tempus 
Cn.  Servilius  consul  Bomse  Idibua  Martiis  magistratum 
iniit*.  But  the  Idea  of  March  this  year  fell  on  April  5 ; 
and  if  this  eclipse  happened  in  the  February  preceding,  it  is 
very  possible  that  the  above  report  of  ita  having  been  ob- 
served, somewhere  at  a  distance  from  Rome,  and  in  the 
winter  time,  ifiight  not  reach  Rome  until  after  April  5. 

There  was  only  one  solar  eclipae,  according  to  Pingr^, 
B.C.  217;  viz.  on  February  11 :  which  he  has  determined 
to  2.30  p.  M.  for  the  meridian  of  Paris.  We  have  calculated 
this  ecliptic  conjunction  ourselves ;  and  determined  it  to 
February  11,  at  13  h.  58  m.  from  midnight  for  the  meridian 
of  Greenwich.  The  sun's  mean  distance  from  the  ascending 
node  at  the  time  was  5  s.  23°  22' ;  so  that  there  must  have 
been  a  considerable  ectipse  on  this  occasion  somewhere  or 
other.  And  this  being  assumed  accordingly  as  the  eclipse 
intended  by  Livy  in  this  instance,  its  date  in  the  regular  ca- 
lendar of  the  time,  though  not  specified  by  him,  must  have 
been  xiii  Kalendas  Februarias  U.  C.  537  Varr.  Janimry  18 
Roman. 

And  this  too  being  aupposed  to  have  been  the  actual  Ro- 
mim  date  of  the  phenomenon  in  question,  xiii  Kalendas 
Februariaa;  it  is  very  observable  that  the  permanent  at- 
tachment of  the  Saturnalia  to  one  day  of  the  month,  (the 
same  which  is  ever  after  known  as  their  stated  date,)  the 
xiv  Kalendas  Januarias,  December  17  Roman,  appears  to 
have  ultimately  arisen  out  of  it.  Postremo,  observes  Livy*, 
Decembri  jam  niense  ad  eedem  Satumi  Romse  inmolatnm  est, 
lectisterniumque  imperatum  .  .  .  ac  per  urbem  Saturnalia 
diem  ac  noctem  clamatum ;  populusqne  eum  diem  festum 
habere  ac  servare  in  perpetuum  jussus.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  December  here  alluded  to  was  that  of  this  same 
consular  rear ;  and  that  the  procuration  of  the  prodigies  in 
question  including  that  of  the  eclipse  for  some  reason  or 
other  lasted  until  then.  And  thus  much  is  implied  even  in 
the  mode  in  which  Livy  speaks  of  this  last  act  of  the  kind : 
'  ixii.  1.  »  Ibid. 


8  Oh  the  VerifiiMtioti  rfthe  JRoman  Calendar,     mm.  xu,\ 

Potfrtrmo,  Decfmbri  jam  mmte ;  Lastly^  when  it  wan  bow  the 
month  uf  December — though  the  basineM  of  the  procuration 
Itself  lind  veiy  possibly  begun  as  early ^as  the  Roman  March 
or  April. 

It  is  therefore  a  singular  coiacidence  that  the  eclipse 
should  hare  happened  on  the  xiii  Kalendas  Februarins,  the 
18th  of  the  first  month  in  this  year,  and  that  this  ceremony 
of  the  Lcctistoruium  and  the  .Satunialin,  among  the  other 
means  and  modcn  of  procuriug  it,  should  have  been  fixed  to 
the  xiv  Ealendns  Januariaa,  the  17th  of  the  Last  month  in 
the  same  year.  No  one  could  nay  what  connection  so  super- 
stitious a  people  as  the  Romans  might  not  hare  imagined 
bctvecn  these  two  things.  The  coincidence  at  least  ia  some- 
thing remarkable ;  and  was  very  probably  not  the  effect  of 
chance. 

The  temple  of  Saturn  indeed  bad  been  dedicated  in  U.C. 
496  U.C.  ^*>8  Varro,  and  probably  on  this  same  day  too, 
December  17  Koman,  that  yearr.  But  this  testimony  of 
Liv}'  prores  that  the  Saturnalia  had  not  been  permanently 
attached  to  the  same  day  before  thia  year  B.  C.  317  LT.  C. 
637«.  And  tins  lends  us  to  observe  that,  B.C.  217  being 
assumed  as  the  actual  date  of  this  attachment,  and  the  d^ 
ou  which  the  Saturnalia  were  actually  celebrated  this  year  to 
have  been  the  liv  Kalendas  Jauuarias,  December  17  Ro- 
uan,  aud  thereby  to  have  become  their  fixed  and  stated  dat« 
ever  after;  there  is  a  passage  in  Macrobius,  uliich  mny  \*o*- 
sibly  throw  some  light  ou  these  proceedings,  and  at  this 
time.     Novius  enim  probatisaimus  Atellannrum  scriptor  ait, 

Oiiin  ex>|iectiU  veniunt  Kplem  S^tumaliA. 

Memraias  quoque,  qui  post  Novium  et  Pomponium  diu  j»- 
centem  artem  AtcUanarurn  auscitavit,  Kostri,  inquit,  majore* 
▼elut  bene  muKa  instituere,  hoc  optime ;  A  frigore  fecere 
summo  dies  septem  Saturnalia*. 

This  implies  that  the  proper  ^cat  of  this  festival  in  the 
natural  year  was  later  than  the  winter  solstice;  and  in  the 
regular  calendar  it  might  fall  as,  early  as  December  16,  and 
as  late  as  January  15 :  and  in  the  rectified  years  of  the  cycle 


r  NoiKliBd  Cfcle.  Vol.  il.  loi.  'So  iv.  x  Cf.  VoLi  44J. 

■  SkCunuUli,  I.  X.  t4fi. 
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its  proper  date  waa  December  28.  In  this  very  year^  U.  C. 
537  B.  C.  217,  it  fell  on  January  1  B.  C.  216.  And  as  the 
mean  winter  solstice  at  the  same  time  was  falling  on  De- 
cember 25,  and  the  true  on  December  24,  (about  noon  for 
the  meridian  of  Rome,)  it  follows  that  between  the  first 
Sata^naUa,  celebrated  on  the  stated  day  in  question,  and  the 
mean  winter  solstice,  there  was  just  an  interral  of  seven 
days. 

It  conld  not  be  the  meaning  of  Memniius,  iu  the  passage 
quoted  from  him  by  Macrobius,  that  the  Saturnalia  were  ap- 
pointed at  first  to  last  seven  days ;  for  that  would  have  been 
contrary  to  the  matter  of  fact,  and  to  the  history  of  the  in- 
stitution itself^.  It  is  much  more  probable  that  he  intended 
to  say  that  they  were  instituted  at  first  seven  days  after  the 
middle  of  winter :  which  would  be  literally  true  of  this  insti- 
tution B.  C.  217—216.  Add  to  this  that  these  first  Saturnalia 
of  December  17  Roman  were  preceded  by  a  Lectistemium 
ad  ^dem  Batumi ;  and  the  rule  of  the  Lectistemium  from 
the  first  seems  to  have  been  to  last  seven  days,  and  some 
seven  days  between  two  Nundinal  days  in  sequence^.  U.O. 
5S7  B.  C.  217  Dec.  8-Dec.  16  Roman  was  one  complete 
Kundinal  cycle.  This  Lectistemium  might  be  celebrated 
December  9—15  both  inclusiTe ;  beginning  on  the  day  after 
one  Nundinal  day  and  ending  on  the  day  before  the  next. 
And  these  seven  days  coming  so  near  to  the  date  of  the  first 
Saturnalia,  Dec.  17,  the  same  year,  and  being  so  closely  con- 
nected with  them,  might  give  occasion  to  the  tradition  which 
certainly  appears  to  have  been  handed  down  among  the  Ro- 
mans, (as  Macrobius'  testimony  proves**,)  that  even  the  first 
Saturnalia  lasted  seven  days. 

it.  Solar  eclipn  July  a6  B.  C.  2l6. 


U.  C.  538  Varr.  U.  C.  537  Cap.  U.  C,  535  Polyb.  B.  C.  316. 

C.  Terentius  Vairo 
L.  j^milius  PbuIIub  ii. 

^  Vol.  i.  p.  453.  '  Voi,  ii.  1  ij.  *  Loco  dt. 
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KOmnU. 


Deoanrinl  Caleodur,  Cyde  x.  17.  37;  days. 

B.C.  KaImmI*. 


aft 

mid.  316 


i    Janiurisc      Jan.  14  nud.  316     v  Apriles        May    4 

u  Febnurue    Feb.  ta  ..      ..      ri  Miin;  Jtins  3 

Ui  Imcrkalarea  Mar.  7  ..      ..      vii  Junbe         Jnly  3  . 

iv  Miiftiv  April  3  . .       . .   vii  Kaleodn  QuinrUlM  Ju1)*36. 

I^ogT^,  O  eclipsMJ  July  36  8.45  f.  m.  I'arisB.C.  316. 


This  was  the  year  of  Cimnie.  Among  other  prodigies,  snp- 
posed  to  have  preceded  and  prognosticated  that  event,  Siliaa 
Italiciu  mentions  an  eclipse  of  the  son. 

Qiuetiivil  CaJ^ber  Hubducta  luce  rejicnte 
Itnmcrauf  uncbris  ci  terrain  cl  lilora  Sipiie ; 
ObscdiUjuc  frcfjurns  rantiurum  !iiuina  bubo  : 
Nee  (lensaj  trepiiiifi  ftpiiini  ae  invoUttre  niihea 
Ceatamni  aijuili-i :  war.  unuM  crine  caru&ru 
Re([DDTum  eversOT  ruliuil  Irtale  cometev*. 


Whatsoever  may  bu  thought  of  some  of  these  pniiiigiuB, 
the  first  seems  to  be  intended  of  soiuciIudjj  luHtorical;  uf  the 
fact  of  H  8iiit<}i;ii  darkness,  and  greater  thiin  usuhJ,  obsenrod 
at  SipuB  or  Sipontum  oo  the  Sinus  Urina,  in  the  andent 
Daiinia,  the  site  of  which  was  near  that  of  the  modern 
Maufredonin  in  ItaJy '.  For  this  is  no  doubt  the  localitj-  in- 
tended ;  though  called  bj  its  Greek  name  of  Sipus,  and  not 
by  its  Ijattii  one  of  Sipontums. 

There  w<;re  two  solar  ecUpacs,  B.C.  216;  one  January  31 
at  6.4o  k.  M.  for  the  meridian  of  Paris  according  to  Pingr^. 
But  that  must  have  been  much  too  early  in  the  year  to  Iiave 
been  construed  into  a  prcftagc  of  the  bnttk-  of  Cauna-,  fought 
iu  the  month  of  September  the  same  year,  even  if  it  had 
been  visible  for  any  part  of  ItiUy;  which  may  be  considered 
»  doubtful  point.  The  other,  according  to  Pingri>,  whh  that 
of  July  20,  at  BAI  p.  M.  for  the  meridian  of  l^ari»  :  and  that 
would  seem  to  have  l»cen  too  late  to  be  visibk-  ut  Siponlum, 

We  may  collect  bowwcr  from  the  Jaugnagc  of  the  above 
allusion  that,  if  the  darkness  in   question  was  the  cfTeet  of 

'  Puauai  riitCji.  673,    LWr,  rin.  34  :  3xxrr.4i  t  luli. 

•  Il'AnrlUe.  L  17;.  3j.  C(<vn).xn.  IK- I.rR(.' Aipitru,  ii.  ?;, 

«  tT  Poljhiuii,  a.  I  i  S.    Cnaipftiiiu*  ;»  .   Ail  All.  x,  7.      Mio.  »Kiii.  ;j  :  ift. 

Utltt,  &•  4-  ]>•  St-    Pli"?>  H.  N.  in.  16.  So-viui,  ul  .Ka,  xi.  147. 


CH.1.S.3- 


Testiuumy  of  Eclipae*. 


U 


ft  Bolu-  eclipse  at  the  time,  or  an  Hccompimimcnt  of  one, 
it  tirast  have  huppcncd  towards  the  end  of  the  day  ;  and  that 
the  sun  in  fact  must  have  gone  down  eclipsed,  and  sunset 
itMlf  have  been  followed  by  an  almost  instautaneous  dark- 
ncM.  For  this  appears  to  have  been  what  the  de&cription 
intended  by  the  land  and  tho  shore  of  the  sea's  l)eiag  aud- 
dculy  lust  from  view  in  a  prodigious  cloud  of  darkness.  Tlie 
extenml  phenomena  of  this  eclipse  oonaequently  must  have 
been  much  the  same  as  those  of  the  eclipse  of  May  2(1,  B.  C. 
71S,  at  the  death  of  Romulus,  and  as  those  of  the  eclipse  of 
Jnne  21  B.  C.  400 ;  both  wliich  happened  under  very  mmilar 
circumstances,  towards  tho  eud  of  the  day;  and  sunset  at 
that  time  too  was  followed  by  almost  immediate  darkuess. 

We  have  thought  it  worth  while  to  calculate  tliis  ecliptic 
conjunction  from  our  own  Tables  :  and  we  find  that  for  the 
meridian  of  Sipontom,  (supposed  to  he  1  li.  4m.  250c.  eaat 
of  thnt  of  Orecuwiehj)  it  happened  July  26  at  21  h.  19m. 

,28  sec.  from  midui^'lit.  And  that  may  be  aasumcd  as  ^out 
tho  middle  of  the  rctipi»e.  But  the  magnitude  of  this  eclipse 
must  have  hcen  Aomcthing  considerable ;  the  mean  distance 
of  the  sun  from  the  ascending  node  being  only  about  Oo  26* 
or  27",  and  the  true  only  3»  43'  or  44".  It  woxdd  conso* 
qtiently  last  three  or  four  hours.     Wc  find  from  ctdculation 

I  also  that  apparent  sunset  on  the  siune  day,  for  the  latitude 
of  Sipoittum,  would  take  place  about  191).  2Sm.  meantime 
from  miduight ;  Ih.  TjO  or  57  minutes  before  the  middle  of 
the  eclipse.  We  may  conclude  then  that  the  eclipse  would 
be  beginning  at  simsct :  and  that  the  ami  would  actually  go 
down  in  a  state  of  partial  eclipse,  and  not  improbably  in 
the  midst  of  a  convulsion  of  the  elements :  which,  eomhiucd 
with  the  effect  of  the  eclipse,  might  make  its  disappearance 
be  followed  by  almost  instant  darkness.  It  is  manifest  at 
least  that,  with  an  eclipse  of  such  magnitude,  beginning  at 
suuaet  and  attaining  to  its  maximum  about  two  hours  after' 
words,  the  ordiuarj'  duration  of  twilight  on  this  evening  must 

I  hmve  been  very  much  shortened. 

The  Boman  date  of  this  eclipse  would  be  vii  Kalendas 
Quinctilca  :  June  24  Uomau.  The  buttle  oi  Cuuunj  was 
fongbt  on  tho  tv  Nonas  Scxtiles  >■,  next  anor,  Scptombor  2 

■  A.Qvttiii*,  *.  t;,  Marrvlriu*,  Salurnjilai,  t.  lA.  ]II$. 
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B.  C.  216.  Consequently  the  eclipse  preceded  tbnt  battle 
only  by  38  days;  and  it  might  well  be  enumerated  amoii(; 
the  other  prodigies  which  appeared  to  have  foreboded  it. 


iii.  Solitr  ccli)»c  of  February  ii  B.C.  198. 

U.  C.  5s6  Varr.  U.  C.  555  Cap.  U.  C.  553  Polyb.  B,  C.  199-198- 

T.  Quiaclius  Fbiinimniis 
SextUfl  Ailiiu  Paitiw  Catas. 


Irregular  CsJendftr,  Cycle  I  11.  35.5  ilaj-B. 
lUtaedJc 


B.C. 

\    JuiiMiue       Oct.   17  inid,  i^ 
ii    Febrawne     Nov.  15     . .      , . 
iii  Murtia-         Dec.  13     ..     .. 


■.c. 


w  Aprilea      Jan,  tj     mid.    198 
7   Maiie        Feb. it 


KBlenda  Muk  February  1 1  B.  C  198. 


This  consular  year  did  not  begin  Inter  than  the  Ides  of 
March ',  Dec.  27  B.  C.  199.  Among  the  prodigies  recorded 
of  it  by  Ohscquena  ^  one  is,  Solis  orbis  dituinui  visus  :  for 
irhich  and  thn  rest  he  adds,  Supplicatio  unam  diem  hnbita, 
et  conaulca  rebus  divinis  operani  dederunt.  And  then;  Eo 
autcm  Bxtno  Flaminius  felicitcr  in  fauclbus  Epiri  contra  Phi* 
lippuin  Macedonia;  regcca  pugnavit. 

There  ^as  no  solar  eclipse  II.  C.  199  later  than  that  of 
August  18^  3  A.M.  for  the  meridian  of  PnriB;  whieb  must 
have  been  an  invisible  one.  But  there  was  one  B.C.  198, 
February  11  at  3  p.  n.  for  the  mendian  of  Paris,  according 
to  Pingri^ ;  and  consequently  about  3.-H1  p.m.  for  that  of 
Rome.  This  must  have  been  the  crlipsc  intended  by  Obse- 
qucns.  it  was  just  19  years  distant  from  that  of  February 
11  B.  C.  217 — which  we  considered  supra  ;  and  there  could 
Dot  fail  to  be  a  new  moou  on  this  day  B.  C.  198,  if  there  vu 
one  Feb.  11  B.C.  217.  Its  true  time  for  the  meridian  of 
Rome  would  probably  be  15  or  20  minutes  after  three  in  the 
afternoon ;  under  which  circurastauces  it  might  he  risible  in 
many  parts  of  Italy. 


'  IJi-y.  wxii.  8.  cf.  7. 

kC^>.klviU.  Cf.  Livy,  iixii.  9.  It 
4e  eatlou  tiM  Ouiu^li  Uie  9«nu-  i>r»- 
iligica  an  cmmii-ratcid  trt  l.iry  Umv,  u 
b^  0!mm|U«iu,  dvwa  tu  tki»  uUuitin  to 


tbu  ifih  of  llir  nm;  tbr  povtiM-ralloti 
in  the  roram  itop*  •hart  jnit  ih«m 

tlic  Mine  in  botli. 
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Its  Roman  date  must  have  been  the  Kalends  of  Maj 
U.  C.  556 :  and  if  it  vas  observed  at  the  time  when  it  hap- 
penedf  it  must  have  been  so  46  days  after  the  ingress  of  the 
official  year.  And  here  Livy  comes  in  to  illustrate  Obse- 
qa^is.  The  first  thing  which  Flamininus  did,  after  entering 
on  office,  was  to  hold  and  complete  the  levies  for  the  service 
in  Macedonia ;  and  jnst  as  he  had  done  that,  and  was  pre- 
paring to  expedite  his  own  departure  to  take  the  command 
there,  the  news  of  various  prodigies  arrired  at  Rome,  and 
interposed  a  sudden  delay.  Consulem  T.  Qudnctimn  Flami- 
niuum  ita  habito  delecta  .  .  .  properantem  in  Macedoniam 
piodigia  nuntiata  atqoe  eorum  procuratio  Bomte  tenuerunt  1. 
And  though  Livy  would  imply  here  also  that  he  set  out  even 
from  Brundiaium  at  last  Maturius  qnam  priores  soliti  erant 
conaules' ;  it  appears  from  a  subsequent  alluHion'"  that  he  must 
in  reality  have  been  detained  by  the  business  of  the  procu- 
ration of  these  prodigies  for  the  best  part  of  the  year.  On 
the  former  occasion  that  procuration  had  lasted  nine  or  ten 
months  ^.  It  must  be  certain  at  least  that  he  could  not 
have  set  out  by  February  11  the  date  of  the  eclipse  B.C.  198; 
and  probably  he  had  scarcely  by  that  time  begun,  much  less 
completed,  his  levies. 

iv.  Solar  eclipse  July  19  B.  C.  104. 

U.  C.  650  Varro  U.  C.  649  Cap.  U.  C.  647  Polyb.  B.  C.  105-104. 

C.  Mariua  ii 

C  Flaviiu  Rmbria. 


Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  v.  9.  37S  days. 


KBknda.  B.C.  Kdandv.  B.C. 


i  Januarue         Dec.   5  mid.  105  v  Apriles  Mar.  36  mid.  104 

ii  Febniari«     Jan.    3  —    104  vi  Maiie  Apr.  34  —    — 

iii  loteriularea  Jan.  36  —    —  vii  Junise         May  35  —    — 

iv  Hartic         Feb.  33  —     —  viii  Quinctilea  June  33   —     — 


vi  Kalendas  Seztiles  July  19  B.  C.  104 

^^gf^t  O  ecHpaed  July  19  10  a.m.  Paris  B.C.  104. 

Among  the  prodigies  recorded  of  this  consular  year  one  U 
Hora  did  tertia  solis  de£Ex:tus  lucem  obsciiravito.    Pingr^ 

I  xxxii.  819.  "  xxxii.  aS.  n  Snpra,  p.  7.  ■>  ObHqociw,  dii. 
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has  one  flolar  crlipiie  1).  C.  104-  January  22  »t  4.  JtO  p.  m.  for 
the  meridian  of  Paris;  vrlticb  could  not  have  been  that  in* 
tended  by  Ohftcquens.  He  bu  anotbcr  July  19  at  10  a.m. 
for  tbc  meridian  of  Paris ;  and  tbcrcforc  at  10. 40  a.  m.  for 
that  of  Uome :  and  that  at  this  season  of  tbe  year  would  have 
been  little  more  than  an  hour  before  uooa  in  kairic  time; 
and  must  have  been  described  accordingly  as  tbe  fifth  or 
sixth  hour  of  the  day.  nut  the  third.  Ofascqucns  however 
mii^bt  moHii  the  beginning  of  tlio  edipHe,  not  tbe  miiUtlc; 
and  so  understood  there  might  not  be  mnch  diHerencc  l)e- 
tween  the  time  assigned  by  obserrntion.  and  the  calculation 
of  the  Tables.  For  the  third  hour  in  Itairic  time  at  Rome  at 
this  season  of  the  year  might  denote  a  time  approacliing  to 
A.  20  A.  M  ;  and  if  tliis  eclipac  was  two  hour;)  in  attaining  to  it» 
maximum,  its  middle  would  come  very  near  the  time  deter- 
mined by  Pingre,  10.40  a,  u.*  Its  Roman  date  roust  have 
becm  vi  Kalendas  Sextiles  U.  0.  fi50  Varro. 


V.  Lnnftr  eclipGc,  May  3  B.  C.  63. 
U.  C.  691  V«TT.  U.  C.  690  C»p.  U.  C.  688  PplyL.  B.  C.  63. 


M.  Tulliiia  Cicero 
C.  Antuniua. 


Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  \n.  i.  37S  days. 

i  KAlendx  Jantuirtfe       Feb.  26  mid.  B.C.  63 
ii     —        Feliruariir     Mar.  37  —      — 
in    —       Interiukm  Apr.  19  —     — 

vr  XT  Kal«ndu  Martiaa  May  3  B.  C.  63 


Nam  prinium  a»truruin  voluerei>  i«  contule  molua 
Concursusque  graves  atellanim  anlore  micantos 
Tu  qiioquc,  cum  lumulofl  Albano  in  moDte  nivalea 
I.uxtruiiU  ti  Ueto  inactasti  lads  LaliiUH, 
Vidiiti,  el  clara  tnmulot  urdnrc  couieta*. 

*  Tliis  eclijiitfl  in  ObaHiucns  too  is  icoorapanied  by  the  mention  of  a 
surarm  uf  l>«cii,on  th<'  Kame  occiudon,  ■>  tbat  ofSitiQa  Italicua,  of  July  36, 
nipra,  likewiM  wae :  Kxamen  apum  ante  oedem  Saluda  consedit.  Nothing 
could  be  moK  Batnral  than  aurh  an  occurrence  na  the  &n-armin{  of  bees  a 
little  Iwfore  or  a  little  after  either  July  36  or  July  19,  whether  B.  C.  a  16  or 
B.  C.  lo^. 


1 
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MuUaque  nuBceri  nocturna  strage  putasti 
Quod  ferme  dirum  Id  tempUB  cecidere  I^atiase, 
Cum  claram  speciem  coDcreto  lumine  luna 
Abdidit,  et  subito  Btellanti  nocte  peremta  estP. 


This  last  allusion  clearly  ascertains  the  fact  of  a  lunar 
eclipse  in  the  jear  of  Cicero's  consulship ;  and  on  the  night, 
as  it  seems,  of  the  day  on  which  he  celebrated  the  Feris 
Latinee.  There  were  two  lunar  eclipses  B.  C.  63 ;  one  on 
May  3,  and  the  other  on  October  27  :  and  chronologers 
hitherto  appear  to  have  been  of  opinion  that  this  eclipse  of 
€Scero''B  consulate  must  have  been  the  latter.  In  our  opinion 
it  is  morally  certain  it  could  have  been  only  the  former. 
There  was  snow  on  the  Mons  Albanus  at  the  time ;  and  that 
would  be  much  more  credible  of  May  3,  only  six  weeks  after 
the  vernal  equinox,  than  of  October  27,  only  a  month  after 
the  autumnal  equinox,  and  the  heat  of  the  whole  summer. 
But  be  this  as  it  may,  the  night  of  the  eclipse  was  the  night 
after  the  Ferite  Latinse ;  and  the  first  question  is  which  would 
be  the  more  probable  date  of  that  ceremony  in  Cicero's  official 
year.  May  3  or  October  37  ? 

The  Feriffi  Latinae,  according  to  Dionysius  of  Halicar- 
nassus<i,  were  first  instituted  by  Tarquinius  Supcrbus,  either 
to  commemorate  his  victory  over  the  Tyrrhenians',  or  (as 
seems  to  have  been  more  truly  the  case'')  as  a  standing 
memorial  of  the  association  of  47  Latin  communities  of  which 
Home  was  the  head.  They  were  limited  at  first  to  one  day. 
A  second  was  added  at  the  Regifuge,  B.  C.  508  or  607.  A 
third,  after  the  return  of  the  Plebs,  from  the  secession  of 
B.C.  493q.  A  fourth,  according  to  Plutarch",  the  year  be- 
fore the  first  Plebeian  consulship,  B.  C.  366.  So  that  from 
this  time  forward  they  must  be  supposed  to  have  consisted 
by  law  of  four  days ;  though  they  are  seldom  alluded  to  as  if 
they  consisted  of  more  than  one. 

This  ceremony  had  no  stated  date  in  the  Roman  calendar. 
It  belonged  to  the  class  of  Feris  Conceptive  or  Indictivfe, 

9  Cuero,  De  Conaulmtn  mo.    Cf.  Da  '  it.  49.    Cf.   Lit;,  i.    53  :    ii.    33. 

Dinnstioiie,  i.  1 1, 18 ;  Ad  Attic,  i.  19.  Stabo,  iv.  3.    Macrobitis,  8atani»liat 

B.  C.  60 :  ii.  3  :  Ad  Quintum  Fratram,  i.  16.  179.     Anctor  De  Viris,  Tvqoi* 

ii.  9.  niu  Saperbns. 

4  n.  95  :  cf.  riii.  87.  ■  L'Bmilliu,  xlii. 
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which  must  be  celebrated  od  tome  day  every  yew,  but  on  one 
appointed  for  the  purpose.  Nor  in  fixing  upon  this  day  does  it 
appear  that  any  rule  wha  ob»cr^'od  in  general,  eiicept  that  of 
itB  not  being  at  too  great  a  distauco  fttim  the  beginuiug  of 
the  official  ycarj  for  to  hold  these  feriic  was  always  the  duty 
of  thu  magistrates  of  the  incoming  year,  and  one  of  the  first 
things  which  they  had  to  attend  to.  The  v  Kalendaa  Maias 
has  been  assigned  hy  some  of  the  Icnmcd  as  a  stated  date  of 
this  kind ;  but  without  snflicif nt  authority. 

B.  0-  212  the  date  of  these  feriie  was  certainly  v  Kalendaa 
Moias  I ;  42  days  after  the  Ides  of  March  the  ofHctal  ingress 
at  that  time.  B.  C.  177 — 17(3  it  was  iii  Nonas  Maias",  OU 
days  after  the  ingress.  B.C.  172 — 171  it  was  the  Kalends 
of  June",  77  days  aRer  the  ingress.  B.C.  169— 1(J8.  ac 
cordiug  to  the  text  of  Livy  as  it  stands',  it  was  Pridie  Idua 
Apriles,  28  days  after  the  ingrcs-s  :  according  to  the  Acta 
Diurna,  still  extant  J,  it  was  Pridie  Knlcndas  Apriles,  16  daya 
after  the  ingrcas.  And  on  this  occasion  they  seem  to  have 
been  purposely  fixed  to  as  early  a  date  as  possible*. 

•  It  msy  W  inferred  from  oneof  Cicero's  lertera  Ad  Quintum  FrWr«n  ', 
rdttinf;  to  the  tuhjcct  of  tlie  DipoiuaN  of  liis  daughler  TuUia  to  Crauipe*, 
B.  C.  56 ;  that  the  Ferite  Lation  of  that  }-ear  moft  hare  been  celebrated  oo 
April  I  Romia.  TttUia  wu  betrothed  oa  the  third  day  after  tbe  hatiar 
CQiffKilum  :  the  two  Jays  ncixt  to  which  (as  we  learn  from  tbe  «ame  le«ti- 
BUMUes ')  at  liiia  time  were  (.'<;iimiuiily  considered  Dioa  rehf^ioti.  And  she 
appears  \a  have  been  betrothed  Pridkr  Nonnii  Aprilca*;  ihat  ii  April  4 
RomaQ.  Middletori  iu  hia  Life  of  ('ic«ro  <iatt!ii  the  marnuge  April  6 
Itomao. 

If  theae  feris  were  celebrated  for  three  days,  and  the  whole  vas  orer 
when  these  aponaalia  were  contracted ;  they  muat  have  begun  April  I 
Ronuo ;  S8  days  after  the  Kalcnila  of  January.  January  6  B.  C.  56. 
for  fonr  days,  they  began  March  31  Roman  :  87  dnya  alter  Jt.  Neitli 
MxTrb  31  Roman  nor  April  1  Ruinitii  tliia  ymr  wjm  Niuidinal ;  thougll 
April'3  woa.  Wc  may  collect  loo  from  Cicero'  and  aluo  from  Uio  *  tt 
for  some  reuoo  or  other  the  eeremoDy  of  the  Ferin  LaliiuR  B.  C.  gfi  was 
inatauiated. 

PUny  has  a  statement  with  respect  to  the  ceremonial  of  these  ftriiB 


'  livy.  ui*.   a,  j: 
Vol.  ii.  1 18. 

■  Ibid.  ili.  16.  14. 
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■  Itnil.  aliv.  19. 
I  Se«  VoL  ii.  45. 


lb   4.  6:  Cf.  Ad  Pam.  i.  ;.  p.  rj.  :  .\d  Qutntum,  ii.  4.  5,  6. 

Qirinlum  KralreiB^  ii.  6.  '*  xxxijc.  jo. 
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It  ia  clear  then  that  this  ceremony  had  no  stated  date.  In 
Cicero's  year,  the  Kalends  of  January  fell  on  Feb.  26  ;  and 
May  2,  the  day  before  the  eclipse,  was  65  days  after  the 
ingresB.  ThiB  therefore  might  have  been  a  very  proper  date 
for  the  Ferise  Latinee  of  his  year ;  much  more  so  than 
October  26,  242  days  after  the  ingress.  This  latter  date  is 
utterly  incredible,  unless  the  ferise  to  which  he  alluded  were 
ioBtaorated,  and  celebrated  at  an  unasual  time ;  or  unless 
the  ingress  of  his  proper  official  year  did  really  fall  nearer  to 
October  26  than  to  May  3. 

\^th  regard  to  this  last  supposition,  if  any  one  should  con- 
sider it  possible,  we  will  mention  nothing  at  present  in  con- 
futation of  it  except  the  following  fact ;  viz.  That  in  the  same 
poem,  the  Consulatus  of  Cicero,  from  which  we  learnt  the 
occurrence  of  the  lunar  eclipse  on  the  night  of  his  Ferise 
Latinsj  he  makes  us  acquainted  with  another  natural  phe- 
nomenon also,  which  characterised  the  beginning  of  his  year. 

Piincipio  setherio  flammatus  Juppiter  igne 
VflrtJtur,  et  totum  conlustrat  lumine  mundum, 
Meoteque  divioa  coelum  terrasqae  petenit, 
Qiue  penitus  senaui  hominuin  vitasque  retentat, 
iStheris  feterni  septa  atque  inclusa  carerois  '. 

The  learned  have  always  collected  from  this  description 
that  the  planet  Jupiter  must  have  been  in  opposition  at  the 
beginning  of  Oicero''s  consular  year;  aud  at  the  request  of 
Mons.  De  La  Nauze,  author  of  the  Dissertation  Sur  le 
Calendrier  Bomain,  in  the  Memoires  de  I'Academie  ",  Cassini 
calculated  on  what  day  that  must  have  been  the  case  B.C.  G3  ; 
and  found  it  to  have  been  April  17  for  the  latitude  of  Rome. 
This  date  corresponded  to  the  iii  Kalendas  Interkalares  of 
Cicero's  proper  official  year,  IT.  G.  691 .  It  must  be  decisive, 
in  our  opinion,  that  the  Kalends  of  January  in  that  year  could 
not  have  fallen  later  than  April  17,  though  they  might  have 
fallen  earlier. 

Lfttiiue  which  probably  occurs  nowbere  else :   Siquidem  Latinarum  feriis 
quadrign  certast  in  CapitoUo  victorque  abainthium  bibit '. 

I  De  Divinatione,i.  [6, 17.  ■  xxvi.  p.  319-166:  p  3-)5- 

■'•  H.  N.  mvii.  18.  p.  7,3. 
KAL.  ITAL.  VOL.  HI.  C 
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With  respect  to  this  lunar  eclipse  of  May  3,  which  Pingre 
determiucd  to  3.30  a.m.  for  the  mendian  of  Pnris,  wc  hnvo 
calculated  the  opposition  in  question  from  our  own  Tables, 
and  found  it  May  3  at  i  h.  23  or  24  m.  menu  time  from  mid- 
uigbt,  for  the  nieridiau  of  Home.  It  must  have  becu  n  very 
CuiiBiderabIb  ecti|HiC;  tlic  luoou's  mean  distance  from  the 
ascending  node  being  nlmust  critically  180*.  We  may  ob- 
serve too,  E9  a  poiut  which  would  probably  be  attended  to  at 
this  time,  that  the  date  of  Cicero's  Fcriie  Latiuie  Merkedouiuft 
14,  May  2,  would  not  fall  on  a  Nundinal  day.  Merkedoniua 
17  U.C.  C91,  May  5  B.  C.  63,  was  Nundinal  but  not  Mer- 
kedouiuB  14.  

ri.  Solar  ficlipse  August  9  B.  C.  49. 

U.  C.  J05  Vsrr.  U.  C.  704  Cap.  U.  C.  -joa  Poljrb.  B.  C.  50—49. 

C.  Clxudiua  Mxrcrlhtii 

L.  Cornelius  Leuiulus  Crus. 


Im)[ulur  ralcndar.  Cycle  vii.  16.  ^4  day*. 


Kftlendte  Januaritr  Nov.  14  B.C.  ^o 
iii  Nonut  UclohrcH  Aiig.   9  B.  U.  49. 


Among  the  prodigies  enumerated  by  Dio,  before  the  de- 
parture of  Pompuy  from  Brundisium  in  the  consular  year  of 
U.C.  705  B.C.  50—49,  the  first  of  the  civil  war  between 
CKsar  and  Pompcy,  one  ia  a  total  eclipse  of  the  sun ;  "O  r< 
rfAuifi  iiikiTCf  trufivas  ^- 

Tbe  actual  date  of  this  departure  was  the  Roman  Libernlia, 
the  same  year;  March  17  Roman  January  25  JuUan  B.C.  '10: 
us  wo  shall  probably  see  hcrcal^r.  Lucan  speaks  of  a  similar 
phenomenon  before  Porapey's  departure  from  the  city  of 
Rome;  and  the  date  of  that  event  was  about  November  19 
B.  C.  50  :  as  it  may  also  appear  hereafter. 

There  was  only  one  solar  ecbpse  B  C.  60;  August  31 
7.45  A.  u.  Paris.  It  is  possible  that  Dio  might  mean  this; 
hanng  confounded  the  departure  from  Brundisiuin  with  tlint 
from  Rome.  AVc  arc  incliucd  however  to  think  tlinC  both  he 
and  Lucan  are  to  lie  understood  of  an  eclipse  entirely  distinct 
even  from  this,  and  which  happened  the  next  year.    Tlie 

*■   xli.   14  1  Cf.   I  i    i-i;    II,  It. 
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eclipae  of  Au^it21  B.C.  50,  if  observed  at  Rome  at  all, 
must  have  been  so  soon  after  sunrise ;  but  the  eclipse  alluded 
to  by  Lucan  appears  to  be  intended  of  one  which  must  have 
been  observed  about  noon.  . 

Ipse  caput  medio  Titan  cum  ferret  Olympo 
Coudidit  ardentea  atra  caligioe  currus, 
Involritque  orbem  tenebria  geotesqiie  coegit 
Despenre  diem  <=.    

He  speaks  also  of  a  lunar  eclipse  the  same  year,  and  prior  in 
point  of  time  to  this  solar  one. 

Cornuque  coacto 
Jam  Phoebe  fratrem  toto  cum  redderet  orbe 
Terranun  subita  [lercuasa  ezpalluit  umbra  ^. 


Now  there  was  no  lunar  eclipse  at  all  B.  C.  50 :  but  there 
were  two  B.  C.  49 :  one  January  30,  10  r.  h.  Paris,  the  other 
July  25,  Of.u.  Paris;   and  the  former  of  these  would  be 
visible  at  Rome.     There  was  a  solar  eclipse  the  same  year, 
August  9,  0.15  p.  M. ;  the  time  of  which,  for  the  meridian  of 
Rome,  must  have  been  as  nearly  as  possible  noon.     We  are 
of  opinion  then  that  Lucan  confounded  these  two  eclipses  of 
B.  C.  49  with  the  events  of  B.  C.  50;  a  confusion  which,  at 
the  time  when  he  was  writing,  might  very  easily  be  explained 
by  the  irregularity  of  the  calendar,  and  by  the  difiBculty  of 
determining  the  precise  beginning  of  a  given   year  of  the 
civil   and   consular  sera,  at   this   period,   relatively   to  the 
natural  year.     The  Roman  date  of  each  of  these  eclipses  too, 
both   that  of  August   21   B.C.  50  and  that  of  August  9 
B.  C.  49,  as  our  calendar  shews,  was  the  same ;    iii  Nonas 
Octobres :    and   that  coincidence   might   acconnt  for   their 
being  confounded. 

Section  IV. — Cases  of  doub^l  Eclipses. 
To  conclude  then  with  the  notice  of  one  or  two  cases  of 
doubtful  phenomena,  which  happen  to  be  on  record ;    and 
might  have  been  the  effect  of  an  eclipse  at  the  time,  or  might 
have  been  purely  accidental. 

i.  U.C.  410  Varr.  409  Cap.  407  Polyb.  B.  C.  344  we  are 
told  by  Livy  ^  that  an  .^^es  was  vowed  to  Juno  Moneta  by 
e  Phamlia,  L  540.    Cf.  510-514.  d  Pfatnalia,  i.  537.  *  vii.  38. 

C  2 
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the  dictator  L.  Furlua  Camillns  in  the  midat  of  the  battle 
vilh  Ute  Auruuci ;  aad  was  dcdicntcd  the  next  rear  :  Anno 
pustquam  vota  erat  yKdes  Mouetse  dcdicata^  C.  !Marcio  Ra- 
tilo  iii  L.  MoiilioTorqaato  u  Coss. ;  i.  e.  according  to  the  true 
reckoning  of  the  consular  years  at  this  time,  V.  C,  111  Varr. 
410  Caji.  4<)H  Polvb.  B.C.  3-W.  He  nddfi  directly  aaer: 
Prodigitim  extcmplo  dedicationem  sequutum  simile  vctusto 
montiB  Albani  prodigio'':  naniquo  ct  lapidibus  pluit  ct  nos 
interdiu  vi<ia  mtcndi. 

This  jEde8  appears  to  have  been  dedicated  on  the  Kalends 
of  Juuee;  which  1J.C.  343,  Decctuviral  cideudar.  Cycle  v.  10. 
355  daysj  foil  on  June  15.  There  was  uo  solar  echp«ie  B.  0. 
343,  except  one,  on  3Iay  23,  9.45  p.m.  Paris;  consequeutly 
inviHJbU^. 

If  however  we  look  back  two  years  in  the  Tables  wo  find 
an  eclipse  of  the  sim  July  13  B.  C.  345,  at  II  &.  m.  Paris, 
according  to  Piugrt;  which,  by  theDccemvtral  calendar  that 
yeai'^  Cycle  v.  8.  355.  must  have  fallen  ou  Quiuctihs  2,  only 
a  mouth  later  thou  the  Kalends  of  June.  (June  13.)  the  ca- 
leiidar  date  of  the  dedication  of  the  JPAa  in  question. 
Either  then  the  darkness  alluded  to  supra  was  an  aiTidcut^il 
phenomcnoD,  or  the  eclipse  of  B.  C.  345  July  13  must  have 
been  confounded  with  the  date  of  the  dedication  June  15 
B.  C.  343.  There  is  an  allusiou  to  a  simiUr  phenomenon  in 
Orosius^;  Tuuc  etiuui  nux  usque  ad  pluriuiaui  diei  partem 
tendi  vimi  est ;  ut  saxca  do  nubibus  graudo  desoendcuB  voris 
terram  lapidibus  vcrbcsravit ;  the  date  of  which  too  aeeord- 
ing  to  him  was  U.C.  40'i  or  about  thai  time;  and  Itin  dates 
in  the  icra  of  the  city  arc  often  six  or  seven  years  behind  thu 
Yarronian.  Wo  confcas  however  that  this  ia  a  very  doubtful 
case.  Vt'e  have  calculated  the  ecliptic  coi^unction  in  que- 
ation  from  our  own  Tables;  and  found  it  July  13,  at  I  Oh. 
47  m.  X.  u.  mean  lime,  for  the  meridian  of  llome,  B.  ('.  345 : 
and  that  was  a  time  of  the  day  when  a  solar  eclipse  might  bo 
observed,  and  might  produca  |i  sciuible  effect  on  the  light  of 
the  sun.  But  the  magnitude  of  this  eclipse  appears  to  havoj 
been  small.  The  mean  distance  of  the  sun  from  the  ascend-! 
ing  node  at  the  time  was  15°  13'  and  upwards. 


Lity,  i.  ji.    Cf.VoLli.  433. 


It  Vol.  ii.  104,  Nundtnil  ejdif,  xii. 
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ii.  U.  C.  566  Varr.  U.  C.  563  Cap.  U.  C.  563  Po^yb-  B.  C.  189-188. 

C.  Liviue  Salinator. 
M,  Valerius  Messalla. 


Irregular  Calendar,  i.  ai.  378  days. 

Kalendse  Januarise  August  18  B.  C.  189 
svii  Kalendas  Decembrea  July  17  B.  C.  188. 


ITie  election  of  these  consula  is  noticed  by  Livy  in  its  pro- 
per place> :  and  their  entrance  on  office  is  dated  upon  the 
Ides  of  March,  as  usual  at  this  tinie> :  that  ia,  Nov.  20  B.  C. 
189.  Directly  after,  he  obsen'ea ;  Priusquam  in  provincias 
(Ligoria  and  Galliai)  nori  magistratus  proficiscerentur,  auh- 
plicatio  in  triduum  pro  colleg:io  DecemTirorum  iraperata  fuit 
in  omnibus  conipitis,  quod  luce  irUer  koram  tertiam  ferme  et 
quariam  tenebrm  oborieefuerarU^. 

This  looks  like  a  very  circumatantial  deacnption  of  the 
sensible  effect  of  a  solar  eclipse,  which  must  have  been  going 
on  between  the  third  and  fourth  hour  of  the  day ;  whether 
it  was  observed  itself  at  the  time,  or  not.  There  waa  only 
one  solar  eclipse,  B.C.  189,  July  27  11.45  p.m.  at  Paris; 
and  that  must  have  been  invisible.  And  there  was  only  one 
B.  C.  188,  July  17  8  a.  m.  at  Paris ;  and  that  is  described  as 
central  all  over  Europe :  and  at  this  season  of  the  year,  for 
the  latitude  of  Home,  it  would  actually  coincide  with  the  third 
or  fourth  hour  of  the  day.  It  is  some  objection  indeed  that 
the  consuls  on  this  principle  could  not  have  been  gone  to 
their  provinces  before  July  17  this  year;  but  those  pro- 
Tinces  were  Gaul  and  Liguria,  in  neither  of  which  at  this 
period  of  Boman  history  did  military  operations  usually 
begin  until  after  midsummer.  A  census  had  been  going  on 
before  this  time ;  and  the  consuls  are  said  to  have  set  out  at 
last  Lnstro  perfecto'c.  This  was  that  of  the  Ixxivth  Lnstral 
cycle,  June  4  Koman,  January  27  Julian,  B.  C,  189'.  The 
Lustrum  conditum  of  this  census,  about  18  months  later, 
according  to  rule™  would  actually  be  celebrated  in  July, 
B.  C.  188  :  as  nearly  as  possible  about  the  very  time  of  this 
eclipse  itself. 

I  uacYiiL  35.  *  lb.  36.  '  Vol.  ii.  330.  ■  308. 
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iii,  U.C.«9+VMr.  U.CegaCap.  U. 0.691  Polyh.  B.C.  60. 

L.  Afronius 

Q.  Ccedlius  MctcUiui  Celer. 


Irregular  Calcndnr,  Cycle  vii,  5.  354  daj-B. 


Ku]«ada*  jEinuaruu  Fabniarj-  18  B.  C.  60 
iv  Kftlendu  Febnianas  March  16. 


Among  the  prodigies  nieutioucd  iu  Obttequeos  one  U  tMc 
Die  toto  note  scruiiu  cirui  liorani  uiidecimam  iioi  iie  iuten- 
dit;  dcinde  restitulus  fiilgor" :  the  natural  iuference  from 
whicli  appears  to  be  tliat  there  was  an  cchpse  of  the  sun,  late 
in  the  (hiy,  tiut  not  so  Inte  as  aunnct:  wlitch  made  itself  per- 
ceptible in  this  manner. 

The  chapter  is  headed  Q.  Metello  L.  Afranio  Com;  and 
these  were  consuU  U.  C.  091  of  Varro  B.  C.  GO.  There  wa* 
a  solar  echpse  this  year,  March  10  k^  p.  u.  Paris;  which 
would  anawer  to  the  description  in  the  preticiit  instance,  if 
that  nii^ht  be  assuiurd  as  more  properly  its  time  for  the 
meridian  of  Uuinc:  and  consequeutly  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  (only  seven  days  befure  the  equinox,)  as  coinciding  with 
the  eleventh  hour  of  the  day  in  kairic  time  for  the  same 
latitude. 

The  Roman  date  of  this  echp«€  would  be  January  27  Ro- 
man, only  30  days  later  than  tlie  ingress  of  the  offic-ini  ycnr. 
There  was  a  eimilar  eehpsc  March  27  -1,15  p.m.  Paris,  (iii  Kal. 
Feb.)  J).C.  61;  which  might  have  been  equally  suitable  to 
the  description  in  Ohseqnens,  hut  wouhl  have  belonged  to 
the  preceding  coiisnhir  year.  If  the  phenomenon  in  que»tioR 
was  actually  the  effect  of  nn  eclipse  at  the  ttme,  it  proves 
that  the  consular  ingress,  i.  e.  the  Kalends  of  January,  whe- 
ther U.  C.  G93  or  U.  C.  C9-1,  wen-'  earlier  than  the  month  of 
March  at  least,  whether  B.  0.  61  or  B.  C.  GO  j  as  by  our  ca- 
lendar thcv  are  seen  to  have  been. 


DISSERTATION  XIII. 

On  the  Verification  of  the  Irregular  Roman  Calendar. 

Cycle  i. 


CHAPTER  I. 


Sbction  I. —  On  the  aucceaaum  of  Fontifices  Maximi  at 

Borne. 

The  anperintendance  and  adminiatration  of  the  caJendar 
at  Borne  appear  to  have  been  committed  from  the  first  to  the 
college  of  Pontiffs.  Preliminary  therefore  to  that  part  of  our 
vork  on  which  we  are  about  to  enter,  viz.  the  Yerificatioa  of 
the  Irregular  Calendar  of  our  Paati,  cycle  by  cycle,  as  long 
as  it  was  actually  in  use,  we  think  it  desirable  to  institute  a 
brief  survey  of  the  order,  succession,  and  names  of  the  heads 
or  presidents  of  this  college ;  whose  proper  title  was  that  of 
Pontifices  Maximi* :  as  far  at  least  as  it  can  be  collected, 

*  Mazimui  Fontifez  dictos,  says  Festiu,  zi.  333.  t,  quod  maxinius  re- 
rum  qua  ad  eacra  et  religionea  pertineat  judax  sit :  vindexque  contumacie 
priratonuo  maglBtratuumqae.  Again,  zi.  243,  6  ;  Miaonun  Poatificum 
maiimiu  dicitur  qui  primua  in  id  collegium  venit.  item  minimus  qui 
norissimiu.  Again,  ziii,  313. 9 :  Ordo  sacerdotum  Eestimatur  deorura . . . 
maximus  quiaque.  mazimus  Tidetur  Rez,  dunde  Dialis,  post  hunc  Mif- 
tialis,  quarto  loco  Quirioalis,  quinto  Fontifez  mazimus.  itaqae  in  conviviis 
•olua  Rez  snpn  omnes  accubat :  sed  Dialis  supia  Maitialem  et  Quiiioa- 
lem :  Maitialia  Bupra  proximum :  omnes  dein  supra  PontiGcem.  Rez  quia 
potentiMimuB :  Dialis  quia  imiversi  mundi  sacerdos  qui  appeUatur  Dius : 
Martiatis  quod  Mars  conditoris  urbis  parens :  Quirinalis  socio  imperii 
Romani  Curibna  adscito  Quirino :  Fontifez  maximus  quod  judex  atque 
arbiter  habetur  rerum  dirinarum  bumanarumque. 

These  distinctions  appear  to  bare  concerned  only  the  question  of  pre* 
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from  tljc  time  of  Noma  downwards,  bjr  means  of  the  very 
imperfect  and  incomplete  data  wliieli  are  at  present  nvaiiahlo 
for  any  such  purpow. 

Sbction  11. — On  the  etymon  or  derivutum  of  the  nttme  cj/" 
Poiitifex. 

The  official  nnme  noil  designation  of  Pontifcx  arc  derived 
by  tUe  Roman  grammarians  cither  from  posse  and  fucrn;  or 
from  fiOff  and  faetre ;  tlie  former  implying  the  power  or 
right,  entailed  by  tlic  office  upon  its  posscMwrs,  of  perform- 
ing the  various  duties  and  service*  of  reHgion  i"  general ; 
the  latter  one  duty  or  »ervice  in  particular,  as  expressly  in- 
cumbent ou  the  I'outilTs :  viz.  that  of  constructing  mod  of 
keeping  in  nrpair  a  certain  bridge,  irhieh  is  usually  exphtiued 
to  have  been  the  Puns  SubUciiis  over  the  l^bcr. 

Questionable  as  this  latter  definition  of  the  name  might 
appear  at  first  sight,  it  is  certainly  the  more  agreeable  t< 
etymology  of  the  two;  and  in  all  probability  it  is  the  trut} 
Poutifices,  eaj's  Varra*',  nt  Q.  Sctcvola  Poutifex  Maxima 
diccbat,  a  posw  ct  favere.  Pontifices  ego  a  pvnte  arbitroti^ 
nam  ab  iis  Snblicius  est  factus  primoni,  et  rcstitutus  aicpt 
cum  ideo  sacra  et  uls  et  cis  Tiberim  nou  mcdioeri  ritu  &ani 
— Oin-ot  Karit  fiiv  ttjv  avrav  itoXtKroVt  itfi  ivos  t»v  Ipyav  h 
vpSrrovoiv  inttTKfviCuvTCi  njji  (v\ivrjv  ydifnipav,  itoPTlifuKts  wpoa- 
ayoptvovrmP.  And  according  to  Sorvius  this  explanation  of 
the  name  was  as  old  among  the  Romans  as  the  Carmina 
Saliaria :  Kx  qua  ctiam  eatissa  Pontifices  a  puute  sublicio  qui 

cnlcRce  araotiR  thcK  aevrral  olTice«  tuid  thf tr  imipcr  rt-preKcnUttireit ;  and 
il  iR  prnbftlile  lliat  even  theHc  are  tn  he  re*olvcid  inio  the  cinnpanitive  auli- 
qtnly  of  the  t»fltc»  themselvcH.  That  of  the  Ponlifcx  iiiBximiw  wm  \ito- 
hahljr  tlie  ycranftest  of  all ;  ihiit  of  ihc  Rex  (sucrorum  or  Kivrificiilus)  the 
fildml :  harinj;  hiM-n  ori^ittally  a  part  of  that  of  tht  kings.  It  is  a  mifltfike 
of  FrKli»  lo  rrpmrnt  th«  oflici!  of  the  Flamen  Quirinalin  as  borrowed 
ffofn  Cure* ;  sod  not  as  expressly  instituted  hy  Nuinn.  fcir  the  ncn-ire 
nf  Riimuhift,  iintlcr  Llii<  natnp  of  Quirinus.  'Jli'm  Fltitntn  wm  nrUinly 
yatmga  than  cUlitr  of  iVr  other  two ;  and  probably  tUe  llanieu  Martinha 
WHS  »o  than  Hk  T'latnen  Dialts.  The  latter  at  leant  must  Uke  prci^rdeiice 
nf  the  forawr,  because  Dins  or  Ju|Nter  mual  take  precedence  of  Man. 


*   tiv  Liiii;«a  Laliua,  i*.  14. 

<    tiiriin'iiiii.  i'.  ".11   fi.  iii- 4<i:    ». 


5J7.  4  SaLlicinni  piHitcm.    f<yUai,  De 
ik(^iii4tiiu,iil.  SI.  p.  «t,4i, 
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primus  Tybri  impositns  est  adpellatos  tradunt :  sicut  Salio- 
mm  carmina  loquuntur^. 

It  is  to  be  considered  that  on  one  of  its  aides,  and  other- 
wise the  most  accessible,  Rome  had  no  defence  but  the 
Tiber ;  bo  that  it  must  have  been  a  point  of  much  import- 
ance to  the  security  of  the  city  from  the  first  that  there 
should  be  no  bridge  over  this  nver  but  one  which  could 
easily  be  taken  down  in  time  of  war,  and  easily  rebuilt  in 
time  of  peace :  and  therefore  must  be  constructed  of  wood'. 
But  this  consideration  alone  would  not  perhaps  have  been  a 
sufficieut  reason  for  committing  the  care  of  this  bridge  ex- 
dusivdy  to  the  pontiffs ;  nor  without  another,  the  fact  of 
which  we  learn  from  Varro :  viz.  that  certain  sacra,  (which 
it  was  their  duty  to  perform  both  at  the  proper  time  and  in 
the  proper  place,)  could  be  performed  only  on  the  othof-  side 
of  the  Tiber.  A  bridge  being  thus  constantly  wanted  for 
the  services  of  religion,  and  none  being  considered  safe  for 
political  reasons  but  a  bridge  of  wood ;  it  is  no  wonder  that 
the  care  of  this  bridge  should  have  been  delegated  to  the 
pontiffs  from  the  first :  and  that  they  should  even  have  taken 
their  name  from  that  one  of  their  duties  in  particular*. 

Sectiox  III. — On  the  imtituiion  of  the  College  of  Pontiffs  ; 
and  on  their  nwmber,  and  the  mode  of  electing  them. 
It  seems  to  be  agreed  that  the  college  of  pontiffs  was  one 
of  the  foundations  of  Noma  Fompilius".  The  number  ap- 
pointed by  him  at  first,  inclusive  of  the  Pontifex  Maximus, 
was  five*:  and  all  these  at  first  also  were  confined  to  the 
order  of  patricians.  U.  C.  454  Varro  B.  C.  300  by  the  Lex 
Ogulnia^  four  were  added  to  the  number  de  plebe,  so  as  to 

*  Id  the  course  of  time  a  stone  bridge  was  built  over  the  Tiber,  instead 
of  the  Poos  Sublidus ;  viz.  in  the  censorship  of  a  certain  ^^milius  :  Plu- 
tarch, Numa,  ix :  i.  e.  jEmihus  Scaurua ;  (cf.  Auctor  De  Viris,  ^iniliua 
ScanroB  :  Juvenal,  Sat.  ir.  33  ;)  by  whom  the  Pons  Milvius  or  Mulrius 
■Iso  was  built.  At  this  time  Rome  had  nothing  to  fear  from  a  sudden 
attack  ah  extra. 

«  Ad  jGnffld,  iii.  166.  i.  i.  13  De  Religione.    Plinjr,  H.  N, 

'  Cf.  DionfBius,  ix.  68.  xiii.    17.    p,  741.      Florus,    i.  3.    (  a. 

■  Dionysiiu,  ii.  73  :    iiL  ^6.     Uvy,  Aurtor  Do  Viris,  Numa. 

i.  >e  :   It.  4  :   cf.  xl.  19.     Cicero,  Do  *  Cicero,  De  Rvpublica,  ii. 

RepoblicB,  ii :  De  Ontore,  iii.  19.  73.  *■  livy,  x.  6~^. 

nutarch,  Namsi  ix.    Valeriiu  Max. 
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make  tlie  members  of  the  college,  inclusivel^v  of  the  Ponttfcx 
Maxiniiis^  nini--  in  nil.  And  it  seems  to  have  been  uiider- 
Btood  thut  from  this  time  forward,  though  four  of  the  pon- 
Uffs  must  l>c  df  /fiebe,  the  Pontifcx  Maximus  and  the  other 
four  must  be  de  patribua.  The  first  Pontifex  Maximus,  who 
is  ItnowQ  to  have  been  de  pUbe,  wa*  Tib.Conincauius;  about 
thirty  years  later  than  the  Lex  Ogulnia. 

With  respect  to  any  aubsequent  augraentation  of  the  num- 
bers of  the  body,  both  the  collego  of  Poiititrti  and  that  of 
Augurs  received  an  accession  of  fifteen  members  at  once, 
in  the  time  of  Sulln,  B.C.  81  exeunte,  or  H.C.  80";  and  one 
more  was  added  to  each  of  them,  and  to  that  of  the  Quin- 
decituviri,  by  Julius  Ctesar  on  his  return  to  Rome  B.  C.  47  ». 
And  this  seems  to  have  he«u  the  last  addition  made  to  tbe 
Pontifical  body  in  particular,  eo  loiij;  as  we  ore  concerned 
with  it  for  oiU'  proper  purpose ;  that  of  thu  history  of  the 
administration  of  the  calendar. 

As  to  the  election  of  tho  mcmhcrs  of  this  college,  at  first 
it  was  by  the  coojttafio,  or  cooption  ;  i,  e.  the  right  of  filling 
up  the  vacancies  which  occurred  in  the  body  was  rested  id 
the  body  itself.  We  rend  of  no  attempt  to  disturb  this  rigKt 
or  to  transfer  the  election  to  the  people  before  U.C.  609,  U, 
Fabius  Maximus  Aimilinnus  L.  Hostilius  Maneinua,  B.C.1-i&; 
when,  as  we  learn  from  Cicero  t,  a  proposition  of  that  kind 
was  brought  forward  by  C.  Licinius  Crassus:  though  it  did 
not  succeed ;  the  chief  opimser  of  the  motion  haWng  been 
Lielius  himself,  the  principal  speaker  in  this  dialogue.  Nor 
does  it  appear  that  this  privilege  of  cuoptiug  the  inferior 
members  of  the  body  w:is  ever  taken  from  the  body  itself*. 
We  may  presume  at  least  that,  if  the  election  of  the  Pon- 
tifex Maxiraiis  was  still  confined  to  it,  that  of  the  inferior 
members  of  tbe  college  could  not  have  been  transferred  to 
the  people.  Now  even  that  privilege  was  not  taken  from 
the  college  before  the  third  consulship  of  Marius  X'.  C.  G51 
fi.  C  103,  according  to  Velleius  Patcrculus,  tho  second,  U.C. 
650  B.  C.  104,  according  to  Aseoiiius;  when  Cu.  Doinitina 
Abenobarhus,  at  that  time  tribune  of  the  people,  by  a  law 


tl.  T.t.     A«c4«r  Pe  Vin*.  SuUft. 
■  Dio,  slii.  51 1  cf.  59. 


•  Dp  Amiotia,  ic,  ^ 

•  Ct.  Dkmjrdiu,  U.  73. 
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passed  for  the  purpose  transferred  it  to  the  people",  along 
with  the  right  of  election  to  the  rest  of  the  Sacerdotia. 

The  privilege  thus  vested  in  the  people  vas  again  taken 
from  them  by  Sulla  ^,  B.  C.  81  or  80 ;  no  doubt  vhen  Me- 
tellus  his  father-in-law  was  appointed  Pontifex  Maximus : 
but  it  was  again  transferred  to  them  by  the  tribune  Labie- 
nua  b  in  the  consular  year  of  Cicero  and  Antonius,  JI.  C.  63 ; 
and  Julius  Csesar  was  elected  Pontifex  Maximus  that  same 
year,  against  Catulus  and  others  *,  by  \irtue  of  the  power  so 
restored  to  the  people.  Tlie  consul  Hark  Antony  however 
took  it  away  from  them  a  second  time  immediately  after  the 
death  of  Julius  Ctesar;  and  even  on  the  very  day  of  his  death, 
the  Ides  of  March,  if  Lepidus  was  appointed  Pontifex  Maxi- 
mus by  the  college  in  the  room  of  Cssar  himself  only  on  the 
16th  of  March:  as  he  appears  to  have  beenc.  Nor  was  it 
ever  again  restored  to  them. 

It  is  not  necessary  however  that  we  should  be  particularly 
Bolicitous  about  tracing  or  verifying  the  succession  of  Pon- 
tiffs from  first  to  last :  nor  indeed  have  we  the  means  of 
doing  it.  Between  the  time  of  Kuma  and  that  of  the  ex- 
pulsion of  the  kings  the  names  of  two  only,  so  far  aa  we 
know,  are  on  record.  The  most  important  epochs  in  the 
history  of  this  succession  are  those  which  coincided  with  the 
changes  or  corrections  of  the  calendar;  such  as  the  Deccm- 
Tiral,  B.  C.  449-448,  the  Irregular,  B.  C.  209-208,  and  the 

■  Velleius  Patcrmliu,  ii.  13.     8uc-  inBtani-es  in  Livy  of  puc-h   elcHions; 

toniiM,  Nero,    ii.    g   i.      A»coiiiu3  in  nbirh  from  liis  amiunt  must  liavc  liocn 

Orationcm  Pro  Comrlio,  p  loS.    C\ix-  lield  in  fmnitiit  of  soinv    kind,  (moat 

ronis  FngmeiitB,  Pro  C.  (.'ometio,  ii.  probably  the  cnmitia  euriala,)  one  of 

Or.  yiu.   Ad  Brut,  Epp.  s.  the  inferior  Puntiffa,  (thougb  nut  ne- 

It  sppran  from  Cicero,  xvi.  De  Lege  oi'!>.sftrili  the  senior,  cf.  Livy,  sxv.  3  :  g) 

Apsrim,  ii.  71, 17:  18:  tliAt,  because  it  presiiling,    or  holding  the^  comitia, 

ma  (Wilra  /at  et  retif/ionem  for  the  and  for  this  pur(>oae.     lie  often  too 

people  (i.  e.  ail  the  people)  taceniolia  applies   the  wortl   ertaha   nl  to  the 

miaiditre,    Domitius'    law    rested    tbc  election  of  the  Pimtifex  Maximus;  and 

light  in  qacition  in  a  part  of  the  ■peo-  on  the  aaine  occasion,  and  by  way  of 

pie;  appueutly  in  some  ntfia  of  the  (tiatinrtion,  that  of  euo/idi/iut  »f,  to  the 

thbet !  the  same  in  which  Rullns  was  election  nf  one  of  the  minor  PuntiHa: 

proporing  to  vest  the  ele<4inn  of  his  and  the  former  term  is  never  applied 

Agrarian  commissioners.    There  is  rea-  except  to  the  election  of  randidatex  by 

aon  however  to  conclude  that  though  the  people,  and  in  comifiii  of  some  kind 

the  CDOption  of  the  inferior  members  of  or  other. 

the  collie  of  Pontiffri,  down  to  the  )>  Dio,  xxxvii.37: 16;  35.  Suetonian, 
time  of  the  law  of  Domitius,  belonjied  Juliun  Cttsar,  xiii.  i. 
to  the  body  ilwlf;  the  electiiin  of  (be  ■'  Uio,  xliv.   ■;.i.     .Vppian.    B.C.  it. 
Pantifr.i    .Maximus   in    )>artirular  be-  i,{i>i.i::  ii^-*!}.-   iift-i,ti  :  v.lIfi-. 
lnnteli  tn  the  people.    There  are  many  1,11. 
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Julian  CorrcctioD,  B.  C.  46-45  :  and  at  each  of  ttiesc  pointii 
of  time  wo  kuow  tLc  nHme  of  Uic  Pontiffs.  MaximuB  who 
was  in  office.  And  perbaps  we  are  most  concerned,  in  the 
knowledge  of  this  fact  in  the  wcond  of  these  instances  ;  that 
of  the  ahnndoniiicnt  of  the  regular  administralion  of  the 
calcndRr,  nnd  of  the  substitution  of  tlic  irregnlnr  one  in 
its  stead.  The  Pontifex  Maximus  at  tb»t  time  was  P.  Lira- 
nius  Crassus,  elected  in  B.  C.  212,  and  still  officiating  up  to 
the  date  of  his  death,  B.  C.  184.  There  are  some  facts  upon 
rocord  alsOj  which  give  us  an  insight  into  his  character,  and 
reason  to  conclude  with  much  probability  that  the  first  idea 
of  discRnling  the  regular  calendar,  for  such  a  ressoD  as  that 
which  we  explained  elsewhere  "i,  was  ns  likely  to  have  oc 
Currcd  to  him  as  to  any  of  his  contemporaries. 

Section  IV. — Xameg  and  order  (j/*  Pontifices  Maiimi  at 

Rome, 
i.  Numa  Msrciiu"  B.  C.  71a. 


U. 


C.  Pa]liriu8^ 
In  olBce  B.  C.  508. 


Q.  Furiu«K. 
Jq  office  U.C.  306  B.  C.  448. 


"  I>ia«.  s.  fill.  li.  Mict  *.  Vol.  i.  4^19, 
<  Li^y.i.io.  ItudoQbtfuLiiiwtiat|iiir- 
tlculArt^Ulioii  this  Numa  Mam  umtood 
to  Niitua.  Nnma  had  ihrtw.'  brnlWn, 
(Uionydof,  ii.  60,  PJulanli,  Nuina,  lii.> 
Anms  Mardua,  tho  third  kin;  of  Itomr. 
«u  hU  gininiliinn,  ty  liimlBiiKliUT  Puni- 
fiUia !  Liv«.  i.  ,ti:  IKunjiiiui,  iti.  ,1,^, 
36:  fl.  761  Pluinrdi,  >'uiuD,xxl.  Plu- 
Iwh  mMitione  &  Mardui,  agipHvntly 
M  a  tfvyjrir)^  nf  Nuiiin.  at  lilt'  liini- 
wlien  he  vtu  mtuin  king  (NumB.  vj.) 
•nd  o«ii!<>nily  it  tbNt  titn«  about  the 
•Ui«  Bp  u  Numa.  Ho  iuvAm|MnlMl 
Nuna  liiRrijn*'.  Ife^fi  mott  pmbsbly 
tke  fin)  Ponlifix  Maiimub.     Plutarcii 

iStunnixi)eiTr*  n>  to  iinHrrKtAtiil  cliit 
his  Man-inn  dn-d  at  the  brxinnini;  nf 
til*  twig;!!  uf  Tallut  IluMiliui.  by  n 
TohniUrj  dmtb;  mi  for  a  ri>aMB 
«tilck  l4  Msnwlr  m^ibto  of  bun,  at 
tliU  time :  vit.  diMfipaintmrnl  at  not 
Mii|t   rlMled  kini  after  Nvma.      He 


liail  a  won  callml  Numa  31>rd*i*  loo :  tS. 
Tat.  Ann.  ri.  1  ■ :  Nnnia  MnrHiw,  in  tbo 
r^if^Ti  t>f  TulliLif'uituEi  uHiu.  IliiiNeni* 
niarriun  wm  ilie  Talber  uf  Alirus  Mar- 
tin* tiy  ?<vnipilin  iIm>  dsiiglilcr  oi  Nntna. 
&I.  Iliiniliiu  i'ulvil^m  »  mmHimt* 
iil>oki-u  uf  ai  Piinlirpx  at  Ihp  timp  of 
f  lir  iMinilJciii  of  ibc  Caiitlol,  B,  C.  506: 
Vatrrin»  ]tlax.  t.  x.  i  Do  FottiliSl 
l^trihit*;    Coniolaliit  Atnibutcd  to  Cl- 

ITTTO. 

'  Diony4io»,  IL  j(5. 

e  I.1VJ,  iii.ji+  Aaronlu,  in  Hcntinil 
f)mUnnt-ni  (in>  Corneli'i,  p.  106,  ■■aW* 
ibc  Pi'nlifi'x  >fa.TimQfi,  vrlio  li«ht  ths 
fomitls  for  tin-  i-U-ni»B  ol  llic  fir*t  Tri. 
buni  gili-bii  aftrr  Ibr  <l«phin<lMMi  nf  lb« 
Umvrmirs,  H.  I>a|iiriuii,  nut  Q.  Purim, 
P'lflfiibly  Ibo  Ponllfpx  ^latlmtu  nfe« 
iiUril  Ht  tbr  Htytiun  of  tb^  tir»(  iSfi- 
btiniPkbii  IJ.C.  49,1,  (Utj.ii.  i»,  13, 
tMoDyf)«e.  «i  Sg);  and  «-•■  a  M.  n- 
pMu. 
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ir.  A,  Cornelius. 

In  office  U.  C.  324  B.  C.  430'. 


T. 


Spurias  Minuciufi, 
In  offica  U.  C.  335  B.  C.  419"- 


M.  Fabius  1. 


Died  U.  C.  365  B,  C.  389. 


P.  Cornelius  Calussa  ■°. 


Appointed  U.  C.  423  B.  C.  333. 


Cornelius  Baibatus". 


Id  ofSce  U.  C.  450  B.  C.  304. 


IX. 


'Hb.  CoruncaniuB  ". 
Primufl  e  Plebe. 


Appointed  U.  C.  483  B.  C.  371. 
U.C.  4998.0.335. 


Lucius  Cipdlius  MetellusP. 


Appointed  U.  C.  511  B.  C.  343. 
Died  U.C.  533  B.C.  321. 


1  Livy,  IT.  16 1  »;. 

^  livy,  IT.  44.  Plutuch,  De  capi- 
vodA  ex  inimids  utilitate,  vi. 

1  Livy,  T.  41,  Plutarch,  Camillus, 
xjL  FloinB,  i,  13.  (.  9  i  cf.  {.  36.  Aro- 
peliiu,  Liber  memorialis,  cap.  xi  calli 
die  Pontifcx  at  the  time  of  the  capture 
of  the  city  by  the  Gnuts,  qw>  prteeunU 
the  WDSton  deToted  themgelTee,  not 
Fftbinst  but  Folvius. 

Ijvy,  viii.  9 :  Auctor  De  Viris,  Pub- 
liui  DeduB  Pater :  the  Pontifex,  who 
ofBciated  at  the  self-deTotion  of  the 
elder  Dedns  U.C.  415  B.C.  3391  is 
called  M. Valerius ;  and,  Uvy,  x.  38, 39 : 
Anctor  De  Viria,  P.  Dediia  Filiua  :  he 
vho  did  ao  at  ttkat  of  the  younger  Be- 
ciiu,  U.  C.  459  B.  C.  195,  is  called  M. 
litins.  But  neither  of  these  Beems  to 
have  been  Pontifex  Maximus.  Livy 
nails  bim  in  the  first  inctance  Ponltfex 
pubHeut  Populi  Romani, 

■  liyj,  xiT.  5.  cf.  3.  3. 

■  LiTy,  ix.  46.  45. 

»  VelleJuB  PaterculoB,  ii.  118.  The 
Eptoine  of  livy  ^riii.)  dates  this  ap- 
pwntment  circa  U.C.  499  B.C.  355: 
16  yean  lat«r.  Velleina*  date  BeemB 
tbe  more  probable  one  of  the  two ; 
espedally  as  Ti.  Comncanius  was  consul 


B.  C.  180,  and  even  then  could  not 
hBTe  been  less  than  41  or  43  years  of 
age.  Cf.  Cicero,  De  Senectute,  9,  37  : 
■3>  43  :  De  Amidtia,  5,  18  :  1 1,  39 : 
De  Oratore,  iii.  33,  134. 

It  waa  from  the  time  of  this  Pontifex 
m  particular,  according  to  Cicra^,  that 
the  style  and  manner  of  the  Annalea 
Maximi  were  observed  to  have  become 
more  polished,  and  more  like  that  of 
regular  history.  Cf.  Bmtns,  14,  55  : 
De  Natura,  i.  41,  115:  m.  1,  5: 
De  Legibus,  ii.  it,  ja.  Oratio,  udi. 
Pro  Domo,  54,  139.  A.  Geltiufl, 
IT.  6. 

9  Cicero,  De  Senectnte,  9,  30:  cL 
17,  61.  livy.  Epitome,  xixi  xxxvii. 
51.  Dionysius,  ii.  66.  Valerius  Max. 
viii.  xiii.  3  De  Senectnte  Memorabili  : 
i.  i.  3  De  Religione:  iv.  4  De  Au- 
spidis.  Pliny.H.N.vii.  45:  49.p.si,ti 
viii.  6 :  xi.  6^,  404.  Tacitus,  Ann.  iii. 
71.  Ovid,  Fasti,  vi.  437-454=  4'7- 
436.  Juvenal,  iii.  138  :  and  SchoL  in 
loc.  Ampclins,  Liber  Memorabilis,  xx. 
Augustin,  De  Civitate,  iii.  iS.  Oro- 
sius.  It.  It,  who  dates  the  fire  of  the 
temple  of  Vesta  when  he  tost  his  sight, 
U.  C.S  13  B.C.  141,  only  two  yean  after 
bis  appointment. 


30        Oh  tfie  Vvrification  oflhe  Howan  Calendar.      oiBS.  xixi' 
xi.  L.  Corneliut  L«nlulus'). 


In  oflBwi  U.  C.  53;  D.  C.  at;. 
XhrA       U.  0.541  B.C.  413. 


P.  LiciniuH  Crassus  Dives  '. 


xiii. 


Appmoted  U,  C.  541  fi.  C.  ai  1. 

Died  U.  C.  571  dr.  Marefa  16  Homui,  Dec.  8  B.C.  184. 

C  ScrvflJuB  Gcuiinu**. 


Appointed  U.  C.  571  B.  C.  183. 

Died  U.C.  574  B.  C.  180,  dr.  Dec.  31. 


nv. 


M.  jGtnilius  Lepidiu^ 

Appointed  IT.  C.  575  B.C.  179. 
Ui«i  U.C.  601  B.U.  153. 


»v.  P.  Ccrneliua  Scipto  Nasica  ". 

Apjwiuled  U.  C.  601  or  60)  B.  C.  153  or  i^j. 
Bani&hed    U.  C.  6ji  B.  C.  133. 


XVI. 


p.  Udnius  CiuKsuB  Muciaaui' 


Apiwinled  U.  C.  632  B.  C.  133. 
Died  U.  C.  634  B.  C.  130. 


<  Llvj,  axLL  10.  57  I  ur.  1.  5. 

'  Liv^,  nv.  .1,  %.  Ab  MBolntiiieDt 
bl«r  lliiin  Ihd  Kalondi  of  Mif ,  {^\*j 
14,)  B.C.  in  »t  Inut:  <f.  1,  3.  Cf. 
u«[x- 45>  4^- 44  I  axvii.  5,  6:81  11. 
sii  xiTiii.  It.  i&\  xsix.  la  13:  xxxl. 
0:  s»i*.  14;  xiivi  s:  xu^ii.  51. 
FIhUkIi,  Fal-iiu  3lsiimus,  xscv.  Vb- 
lerlns  AJkx.  i  I.  6  Do  Rrligiori«:  ri. 
Ik.  3  De  Mulutiani^  .Marvm  :  cf.  Lify, 
»x»ii.  8.  C'i^.■*^l,  IV  Ormlort^,  iii.  .13. 
ii4'  !>*■■  Senmolc  9,  17:  14,  jOi 
17,  61.     llii>.  Fnkf.  Iiii. 

•  Utjr,  Exxix.  46  (45):  »L  37.  43. 

■  liv}-,  sL  49.  35. 43 :  Epliome.  xliJl : 
if.  itnii.  43;  xl.  4;.  $1.  f)  1  lit.  17: 
I!|>iUiai«.  xbi.  xl»ii.  xWta.  I'ulyhin*, 
«(iii.  I.  1 1 1  !U(sii.  11.  i  ;  !  cf  ii). 
i  7 :  10,  S  I.  Cicero,  \iv  SencPtnio, 
•4,  fO:  17,  Ai  :  Onliii.  siix.  Pru 
DcRDU,  5,:t,  13b:  xms,  t)r  I'miiniiii 
CON»ul«nbB».  9,  10 :  Iv.  Pli>li)>p.  xiji. 
7.  t<(.      VaJeriui  Max.    u.  U.^J   !>• 


ReronHlbtlone  t    vl.   H.    1    D«  Fide 
Publlrfi.    trl><W4|ueng,  bii. 

■■  Uin-N,  IX'  ScMiectuti',  14,  gei  0« 
Onilam,  tit.  jjt,  134:  \i*i  Natun  Dv9> 
rain,  iii.  1,  ;:  Tut>cnlnaK.  I*.  >,t.  51. 
Vi<l|piu«  PaloiTuliu,  il.  3.  Plotarch, 
Tib.  Cirarr.htt*.  sxi.  Vdtriiu  AIm.  i. 
iv.  )  Dl-  Auf  pinii :  t.  iiL  3  Dp  In 
titndini^.  Apjitnti,  U.C  i.  id.  Al 
lie  Viri»,  Till,  (inix'hni.  Ane 
Gr  Pm.  ii.  13.  1-7. 

*  Livjr,  lis.  VellmnE  Pat-  ii. 
Ktnbo.  sir.  i.  I'lonit^  ii.  10.  ( 
PrnnUnu*,  l>c  Stralcj.  n.  r.  16. 
Uln-k,  Tib.  Gracplim,  i*.  \xi.  OW- 
^ueiu,  Ixxx^ii.  CtccRi,  Dc  Lfiribiu, 
iii.  9,  10:  Ont,  liij.  Pliilipp.  li.  8,  18. 
Asniiiiu',  In  OthU  Pro  tiniitn,  1^6. 
Vftlmim  Mh.  iii.  il.  11  l>i*  FuitiluJiui' : 
lit.  iv.  ;  Ue  llutitUi  \^eo  n&tii :  fill. 
tii.  f>  Dir  tMndici  rl  luiliiMTia.  JuHlin, 
xisvi.  .|.  f  7,  8.  EulRtpiiw,  ir.  9, 
Onsiw,  V.  10,  A.  GoUiiiis  i.  13. 


ca.  I .  s.  4. 

XTO. 


Succeanon  of  Pontijicea  Maximi. 
P.  Mncius  Scserola>. 
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In  office  U.  0.631  B.C.  133. 


L.  Metellus  r. 
In  office  U.  C.  640,  641  B.  C.  114,  113. 


:.  Q.  Servilius  Ccepio  '. 

Banished,  or  died  in  prison,  U.  C.  659  or  660  B.  C.  95  or  94. 


Co.  Domidiu  Abenobarbus  ■. 


U.C.  660  B.C.  94''. 


Q.  MuduB  Scsrola  (Publii  Fil.) " 
Died  in  office  U.  C.  67a  B.  C.  83. 


Q.  Ctecilius  Metellus  Piua  <>. 


Appointed  U.  C.  673  B.  C.  81. 
Died  U.  C.  691  B.  C.  63. 


■  Cioero,  Oratio  xxix.  Pro  Domo, 
53,  i.ifii  De  Legibns,  ii.  19,  47;  it, 
51.  53 :  De  Natun  Deonun,  iii,  3,  5 : 
De  C^dti,  ii.  13,  47  ;  De  Oratore,  ii. 
la,  51 !  De  Finibng,  ii.  16,  54  :  it.  j8, 
77;  Ad  Attic,  xii.  5.  This  pontiff  was 
tbe  laat  who  had  the  keeping  of  the 
Annales  Maximi,  down  to  the  asBumed 
date  of  that  Dialogne,  B.C.  91.  They 
appear  in  fact  to  have  oeued  to  be 
kept  after  hi«  time :  cf.  Pliojr,  H.  N. 
via.  ;8. 

r  AHooins,  in  Orat.  Pro  Milone, 
>S',  '53*  Pro  M.  Scaoro,  138.  Cf. 
Peetu,  zviL  484.  11  Sacnun  Sacrifi- 
aan. 

■  Valerias  Uaz.  vi.  ix.  13  De 
Hstatione  Momm.  Cf.  Juatln,  xxxii. 
3,  10.  II.  Orouoa,  v.  15:  16.  Ci- 
cero, De  Natara,  iii.  30,  74.  Cf. 
Fasti  Trinmphales,  U.  C.  645  B.  C.  i(^. 
Livf,  Ixrii.  Strabo,  iv.  i.  A.  Gellios, 
iii.  9.  Valerias  Max.  iv.  vii.  3  De 
Amidtia.  Ciceroi  De  Oratore,  ii.  38, 
134=  48,199=  49.  W=  Bmtaa,  35, 
'.15 :  44i  163  :  Oratio,  xzzTi.  Pro 
Balbo,ii,  38:  Cf.  Ajcomaa,  p.  106: 
Ad  Herennium,  i.  14,  14  ;  OvatoriR 
Putitioiiea,  30,  104. 105.  Pomponius 
Hda,  iii.  i. 

•  (Hrero,  Oratio  slii.  Pro  Rege  De- 


jotaro,  ti,  31.     Asconios,  Pro  Scauro, 

P-  "33- 

^  Cf.  supra,  p.  j6.  Livy,  Uvii. Va- 
lerias Mas.  vi.T.  5  De  Justitia.  Asro- 
niaa,  Fro  Comelio,  p.  to8. 

'  Cicero,  De  Li^biu,  ii.  19,  47: 
3'>  S'-  S3  '•  (<^-  Valerius  Mai.  viii,  zii. 
I  Optimis  &c.):  De  Officiia,  i  31,116: 
iii.  17,  70:  D«  Oratore,  i.  10,  39:  iii. 
3,  10:  De  Natun  Deor.  i.  41,  115: 
iii.  33,  80.  Asconius,  In  Oration.  I^ 
Comelio,  p.  98 :  in  Orat.  Contra  Pison. 
p.  1 38.  Varro,  De  Lingua  Lat.  ir.  34 : . 
Y.  59.  Velleius  Pat.  ii.  36.  Pla- 
tarch,  SuUa,  xxxvi.  Livy,  Uzzvi.  Die 
dorus,  szxvui.  xxxii.  Appiao,  B.  C. 
i.  88.  87.  Floras,  iii.  31.  %  31.  Lu- 
can,  Pharsalia,  ii.  ta6.  Valerius  Max. 
Tiii.  XT.  6  Magnifica:  is.  ii.  3  De  Cni- 
delitate.  Orosins,  v.  30.  Augnstin,  De 
Civitate,  iii.  38.  p.  98:  iv.  37.  A.  Cell. 
V.  19.  Macrobius,  Satnmalia,  i.  16. 
J78. 

•*  Dio,  xxxvii.  37  1  cf.  16.  Plutarch, 
Sulla,  Ti ;  CiEsar,  Tii :  Romulus,  x  : 
Coriolanus,  xi.  QuKstiones  RomsnK, 
xxxviii.  Cicero,  xxxIt.  Pro  AI.  Cuelio, 
I4,  50.  Asconius,  in  Or.  Pro  Cornelio 
(U.  C.  695.  p.  91.  94)  107.  Macrobius, 
aatumslia,  ii.  9.  359. 


9S        On  the  yerificuiion  of  the  Rtman  CtiUwIar.     dim.  xiit. 
ndiL  C.  Julini  Orasr*. 


AffaUeiV.C.691  &.C.  6> 


M-.-EmiltoLepMiw^ 
Appciiitod  Mmli  16  Romao,  U.  C.  7(0  B.  C.  44. 

Auguatna  CkmtC. 
Xonui  Martin  U.  C  743  B.  C  ta. 


CHAPTER  II. 

VtrificatioH  of  the  Irregular  CaUndar. 


Section  I. — On  the  Verification  of  the  Regular  Calendar. 

The  Terificatiou  of  our  Roman  calendar  by  particular 
proofs  from  first  to  last  is  a  pari  of  our  work  of  which  it  can 
neither  lie  said  that  we  have  yet  any  where  formally  cutcred 
tipon  it,  nor  yet  that  wc  have  not  already  done  ranch  tywarda 
it.  Tlie  most  considerable  portion  of  lliis  calendar,  the 
period  of  the  re^fular  calendar,  extending  from  B.  C.  712  if 
not  from  B.  (.'.  750  to  B.  C.  208,  has  been  as  fully  ilhistrated 
and  confirmed  in  almost  ever}'  possihlc  way  as  the  most  scep?^ 
ticol  person  coiUd  reasonably  expect  or  desire. 

A  rcffulur  calendar  does  not  reqiiirc  to  be  tested  and  put 
to  the  proof  year  by  year  continually.  If  the  cycle  of  such 
a  calendar  is  known,  and  if  the  rule  of  its  administration  is 
known,  a  single  instance  of  its  agreement  with  matter  of  fact 
at  a  given  point  of  time  is  competent  to  vouch  for  its  truth 
before  and  after  the  same  point  of  time,  so  long  as  it  coa- 


'  Dio,  uirit.  .17;  rf.  16.  3d:  xKv. 
g.  1;.  VwlUdtia  l*>t.  ii.  ^^.  Anpuut, 
D.  C.  B.  (o-  Surtoniw,  Julio*  ('imir, 
liil.  xK-i.  I.  Plutardi,  Vaata,  tit.  xlli : 
Pbiii]>(4u.>.  Iitli :  ApuphtlM>)(iDBl>,  Cr- 
*w,  ii.  Ccfv,  Dv  Bella  Unli,  i.  31. 
A.  (inUm*,  V.  tj. 

'  lib,  xtlv.  5.11  dT.  t;i  sUx.  t^i 
lir.  ig.  1;.     Vi'lL  Pat.  ii.  63.      Ia\j, 


txna.  Obfe^iiicDB,  cxsniii.  Apfmn, 
II.  ('-.  ii-  ijti,  t.ll ;  V.  ijft-iji.  (icnni, 
AJ  F*ui,  s.  ,^.  35 !  Pliilit>]>.  1.  \$.  4O1 
wii.  4.  "=  7.  '5- 

'  Moraior  AnrymiHin,  ir.  7S7'  t>io, 
U>.  1;,  aS-  Swtonins,  Aa^W.  ixil. 
1  !  xlir,  8.  Chi4.  Futt,  Hi.  419.  K»- 
IriidAriuin  PncnMliniMii  ei  Mitlf«>anniii 
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innes  identical  with  itadf,  and  subject  to  the  same  ad- 
ministration.  After  the  mnny  and  various  proofs  of  the 
truth  of  our  Roman  Fasti  for  the  period  of  the  rcgnlnr  ca- 
lendar, which  ha%'e  been  produced,  we  couBider  it  superfluous 
at  this  stage  of  our  work  to  enter  on  the  formal  statement  of 
ly  fresh  evidence  of  the  same  kind,  Euougli,  and  more 
'^than  enough,  Ims  buen  done  fur  the  entire  and  complete  satia- 
faction  of  that  part  of  the  argument  at  least. 

Sacnos  TT. — On.  the  Verification  of  the  Irregular  CaU^dar. 

Bat  with  rc^rd  to  the  irregular  Roman  calendar;  the 
adminiatration  of  a  civil  calendar  which  recognizctd  and 
adopted  none  of  the  unual  cycles  of  such  a  calendar,  which 
professed  to  obser>'e  no  law  but  one  which  from  the  nature 
of  the  case  was  variable,  which  consequently  might  not  be 
the  same  for  any  two  years  iu  euccessioa ;  such  au  ad* 
mittiBtration,  it  must  be  admitted,  would  appear  a  priori  to 
be  involved  in  the  greatest  uncertainty.  Every  year  iu  the 
Bctufll  ndmiuiatration  of  such  n  calendar  and  under  such  cir- 
cumstftnccB  would  seem  to  rc-ciuirc  its  proper  proofs.  The 
matter  of  fact,  howsoever  ascertained  in  one  instance,  would 
be  DO  voucher  for  the  same  thing  in  another.  The  prooft 
too  and  confirmations  of  so  precarious  and  uncertain  an  ad- 
mi  uiBtrati  on,  not  being  deducible  a  priori  from  the  nature  of 
the  ciUendar  and  the  rule  of  the  administration  itself;  they 
must  be  obtained,  if  at  all,  from  testimony  ab  extra  .-  and  it 
IB  easy  to  see  that  such  testimony  in  rej)catcd  instances  when 
it  might  most  lie  wanted  might  be  least  at  hand. 

If  then  the  arrangements  and  details  of  our  Fasti  Romani 
were  liable  bcforclinnd  to  be  any  where  doubted  of  and 
called  in  qneation,  it  would  seem  to  be  for  the  duration  of 
his  irregular  period  in  particular ;  during  which  the  actual 
iministration  of  calendar  or  civil  time  at  Rome  was  subject 

nu  fixed  and  definite  rule,  or  not  for  any  length  of  time 

rcontinually.      The  prin(ri|iid    part  of  our  task  therefore,  in 

undertaking  to  verify  these  Fasti  by  the  proper  testimonies 

and  proofs  throughout,  concerns  the  truth  of  their  details  for 

irregtiliu-  period  ;  and  the  proper  arguments  by  which 

is  to  be  established.  It  is  no  slight  addition  to  the  dif- 
ioalty  of  the  undertaking,  and  to  the  uncertainty  in  which 

KAL.  ITAL.  VOL.  IU.  D 
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this  part  of  the  subject  is  involved,  that  these  details  require 
to  be  iuTcstigntcd  tbrou|;U  a  scries  uf  163  yenrs ;  everjr  one 
ofirhidi  a  prion  sccma  tii  etniiil  in  need  ofn  (mrticular  con- 
firmatian,  before  tho  truth  of  all  collectively  can  Itc  couu- 
dcred  to  hare  been  placed  out  of  questiou. 

It  would  however  be  un  endless  task  to  treat  of  every  year 
iu  this  period  in  the  same  partictiUr  and  circumstantial  man- 
Der;  eveu  were  tlie  means  of  so  doing  accessible  to  us  tt 
preseut :  uud  iw  that  is  uut  the  case,  it  would  be  UDrea»oii- 
able  iti  any  one  to  expect  it  from  us.  Roman  history,  as  it 
is  well  knowD,  is  no  where  more  defective  than  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  interval  from  B.  0.  208  to  B.  C.  15.  It  will  be 
(at  least  it  oii^ht  to  hv)  suflScicnt,  if  we  con  show  from  actual 
testimony,  as  often  as  the  neccsuity  of  tlic  case  and  the  con- 
tinuity of  one  and  the  same  chain  of  proof  shall  require, 
that,  for  the  whole  of  this  iutricate  and  perplexing  period, 
the  arrangemeuts  of  our  calendar,  arbitrary  and  positire  aa 
they  may  appear,  and  diflei-ent  aa  tbey  may  be  in  one  in- 
ituice  from  the  same  things  in  another,  are  ncTerthelesa 
oonsiatcnt  with  truth  aud  with  the  mutter  of  fact  perpetu- 
ally, so  far  tui  any  thiii^'  is  known  of  it  with  certainty  or  cau 
be  conjectured  concerning  it  with  probability. 

On  the  subject  however  of  this  irregular  odministratioD  of 
the  actual  Roman  calendar  from  a  certain  point  of  time 
downward)*,  aud  whether  it  was  not  it-sclf  confined  within 
certain  bounds  by  its  own  principles  and  by  the  nature  of 
the  end  and  purpose  to  which  it  was  directed  perpetually, 
enough  has  been  said'';  and  it  is  not  necemary  fur  us  to 
enter  uu  the  explanation  of  those  points  afresh.  iL  remains 
at  present  only  to  premise  an  account  of  the  method  in 
which  we  propose  to  proceed  in  the  diaehnrge  of  this  part  of 
our  undertaking  :  and  then  to  set  about  the  task  itself. 

It  will  hi-  found  convenient  to  treat  the  irregular  period 
of  the  calendar  aa  if  it  had  been  distributed  into  cycles  of 
24  yearfi,  as  much  va  the  regular;  though  in  strictness  there 
could  have  been  no  such  thing  as  a  regular  cycle  of  au  irre- 
gular calendar.  There  will  he  six  such  cycles  of  24  years  in 
the  whole  of  the  period  in  questiou ;  aud  nineteen  years 
more  of  a  seventh.  Each  of  these  cycles  we  shall  take  ia  ita 
^  Din.  T.  eb.  tii.  Bsrt.  i.  Vol.  i  47;. 
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order;  and  in  each  we  shall  endeavour  to  verify  hy  piu'ticular 
proofs  as  many  years  as  may  serve  to  authenticate  and  con- 
firm the  remainder  of  their  proper  cycle.  The  most  import- 
ant of  these  irregular  cycles  undoubtedly  is  the  last;  that 
viz.  which  directly  preceded  the  Julian  Correction :  for  which 
reason,  we  shall  consider  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  verify 
almost  every  year  of  our  arrangeraenta  in  that  cycle  by  dis- 
tinct and  independent  proofs.  With  respect  to  those  which 
precede  it ;  we  shall  perhaps  be  excused  if  we  are  somewhat 
more  copious  and  circumstantial  in  the  exposition  of  our 
proofs  so  long  as  we  have  the  benefit  of  the  history  of  Livy ; 
which  accompanies  the  calendar,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
irregular  administration,  down  to  the  19th  year  of  the  second 
cycle,  the  consular  year  of  C.  Sulpicius  Gallus  M.  Claudius 
Marcellua,  U.  C.  588  Varr.  B.  C.  166i. 

Section  III. — Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  i.  1.  377  days. 
V.  C.  546  Varr.  545  Cap.  543  Polyb.  B.  C.  309-308. 

M.  ClautliuB  Marcellua  v 
T.  QuiDCtius  Crispinufl. 


KalendK  Januariie  Dec.  39  B.  C.  309.  Nundinal  Char.  t. 


The  truth  of  our  calendar  for  this  particular  year  is  con- 
firmed i.  By  the  year  itself,  as  being  the  last  of  the  regular 
calendar.  Cycle  xi.  1.  of  the  Decemviral  correction,  ii.  By 
the  Nundinal  character  of  the  year,  unity,  and  the  incidence 
of  the  Nundinal  day  on  the  Kalends  of  January,  iii.  By 
the  prejudice  against  this  form  of  the  Nundinal  incidence, 
which  firom  this  time  forward  took  posseasion  of  the  minds 
of  the  Romans ;  and  so  strong  a  possession  that,  rather  than 
incur  the  risk  of  so  ominous  a  coincidence  at  stated  times 
again,  they  preferred  to  give  up  their  regular  calendar  itself. 

The  moving  cause  of  this  prejudice,  and  of  all  those  conse- 
quences to  the  calendar  which  resulted  from  it,  has  been  ex- 
plained and  pointed  out'' ;  viz.  the  death  of  both  the  consuls 
.  of  the  year,  (one  of  them  Marcellua,)  surprised  and  cut  off 
by  Hannibal  at  one  blow :  the  greatest  public  misfortune  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Romans  at  the  time  which  had  befallen 

'  xlv.  44.  ^  Dim.  t.  ch.  ii.  «ect.  v.  Vol.  i.  469. 
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tliom  ill  the  course  of  this  secuud  Punic  war  since  the  battle  of 
Cannie.  TbiB  year  then  is  rcmarlcable  as  both  the  latt  of  the 
reffjilar  and  the  Jirst  of  the  irrtgutar  period  in  the  history  of 
the  Roman  eatetidar ;  yet  not  because  it  waA  irregtilArly  ad- 
ministered  itself,  but  because  it  gave  the  first  occasion  to  the 
irregular  adraiuistratiou  of  succeedlug  yeai-s.  Tliis  year  itself 
must  have  been  regular,  llie  intercalation  required  by  the 
law  of  the  cycle  in  its  first  year  no  doubt  took  place  at  the 
usual  time  in  the  Roman  February  U.  C.  5 16  B.  C.  208. 
The  Nundinal  iticideiicc  too,  [Hrctiliar  to  this  year  of  the 
Nundinal  period  in  the  regular  course  of  thingH,  do  doubt 
also  must  have  characterised  the  first  day  of  the  yew ;  as 
the  very  prejudice  excited  against  it  by  what  afterwards  hap- 
pened in  the  same  year  is  sufficient  to  prove.  And  neither 
of  these  characters  of  the  year,  as  intercalary  in  the  regular 
ouursc  of  the  cycle  and  an  distinguished  by  this  particular 
form  of  the  Nundinal  incidence,  having  yet  been  interfered 
with  ;  the  year  itHclf  must  be  regarded  as  to  all  intents  nud 
puT|ioscs  regular^  as  mnch  as  any  which  had  preceded  it. 

i.  Oh  the  probable  time  of  the  year  of  the  death  of  Marcelltu, 
B.  C.  20H. 

In  fact  the  death  of  the  consuls  of  the  year,  out  of  whit^ 
these  couscquencea  to  the  calendar  appear  to  have  arisen, 
could  nut  have  happened  until'  the  year  was  more  than  half 
over.  Somothing  was  said  before''  cDncerning  the  probable 
time  of  that  event.  Marcellus  was  certainly  still  at  Rome  as 
late  as  iii  Nonas  Qniuctilcs',  July  20  B.  C.  20H  :  and  it  ad- 
mits of  a  q^ncstion  whether  he  in  particular  had  yet  left  it 
before  the  middle  of  Sextihs,  whatsoever  Crispiuus  his  col- 
league might  have  done. 

For  after  uieiitiuuing  the  departure  of  the  latter  to  his 
province"  Livy  tclts  us  Marcclliia  was  detained  at  Rome  by 
the  qiit'Htion  relating  to  the  dedication  of  the  /Edes  Honoris 
et  Virtutis,  M-hicb  had  been  vowed  by  him  in  the  year  of  Cla- 
stidium,  B.  C.  222,  and  was  now  ready  to  be  consecrated  but 
for  the  scruple  which  occurred  to  the  Pontiffs,  about  dedicat- 
ing one  and  the  same  chapel  to  two  di<itiuct  dinnitics.  In 
coDsequence  of  this  objection,  as  Livy  proceeds  to  inform  us, 

k  D^a.  t.  ch.  iL  wet.  t.  Vol.  I.  469.         I  Uxj,  xx«ii.  9j.         <»  lUd.  15. 
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a  temple  iotended  for  Virtus  in  particular  began  to  be  built 
with  all  expedition :  but  he  does  not  tell  us  what  was  done 
with  the  j^^es  already  constructed,  which  on  this  principle 
must  have  been  that  of  Honoa.  He  tells  us  only  that  both 
.^ECdea  were  either  built  or  begun  to  be  built  in  the  lifetime 
of  Marcellaa ;  but  that  neither  of  them  was  dedicated  by 
him". 

In  this  statement  however  there  is  reason  to  suspect  that 
he  must  have  been  mistaken.  If  we  compare  Valerius  Maxi- 
mus'  account  of  these  proceedings^  with  his  we  must  con- 
clude that  both  Gedes  were  dedicated  by  Marcellua;  and  cer- 
tainly that  one  of  them  was  so ;  and  it  may  be  collected  from 
Cicero  too®  that  an  ^des  Honoris  must  have  been  some 
time  or  other  dedicated  by  Marcellus,  whether  an  jEdes  Vir- 
tutis  was  so  or  not.  In  fact  it  appears  from  Livy  himselfP 
that  the  JE^a  Virtutis  in  particular  was  dedicated  at  last 
U.  C.  549  B.  C.  205  (so  the  context  implies)  by  the  son  of 
Marcellus*;  Septimodecimo  anno  postquam  a  patre  ejus 
primo  consulatu  vota  in  Galtia  ad  Clastidium  fuerat :  i.  e.  in 
the  seventeenth  exeunte,  U.  C.  532  +  17=17.  C.  549  :  B.C. 
222— 17=B.  C.  205.  There  is  no  allusion  to  Honos  at  this 
time ;  and  the  distinction  of  the  ^des  Virtutis  from  the 
MAea  Honoris  is  fiirther  implied  by  the  fact  that  the  site  of 
the  former  was  near  the  Porta  CapenaP,  that  of  the  latter 
near  the  Porta  Collina^.  We  must  conclude  then  that  the 
Temple  of  Honour  was  dedicated  by  Marcellus  the  elder, 
and  that  of  Virtue  by  Marcellus  the  younger :  consequently 
in  the  year  of  his  death,  but  before  he  left  Rome.  Nor  does 
there  seem  to  be  any  reason  why  it  should  not  have  been 
consecrated  by  him,  if  it  was  ready  to  be  so. 

With  respect  then  to  the  difficulty  raised  by  the  Pontiffs 
about  dedicating  one  sedes  to  two  distinct  divinities;  it  ap- 
pears to  us  that  in  order  not  to  detain  Marcellus  until  a 
distinct  chapel  could  be  erected  for  Virtus,  and  in  order  to 

*  This  son  escaped  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death :  see  PolybiuH, 

a>  liTj,  xxrij.  15.  "  De  NstunDeor.  ii.  13,61. 

■  i.  i.8I>eRdigione:  cf.  Aaguatiu,         '  xxix.  iti  cf.  10.  r3. 
De  Ctritate,  t.  1 2.    Lactantiiu,  i.  10.  «  Cicero,  De  Legibna,  ii.  13,  58. 
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enable  him  to  consecrate  that  which  was  already  in  a  state 
to  be  consecrated  before  his  departure,  the  objection  in  ques- 
tion was  removed  by  »  corapi-omi^c  ;  that  of  dedicating  the 
aides  DOW  really  to  one  divinity  uadcr  a  dotthle  name,  com- 
pounded of  that  of  IIouoH  and  of  that  of  N'irtus  iu  coujuuction, 
aiid  cunticiiueutly  Iluuos-virtus''' :  for  the  shrine  or  chapel 

*  It  in  certain  that  tbe  proper  title  of  Uiis  ;Rdes,  tbw  dedicated  by 

Marcclltis,  wai  that  of  th«  MAt»  of  HonOft^VirtuR.  Cicero  I  IrlU  us  tbu 
an  yKilpN  of  HoflUK  u  wi^  as  uf  Virtuit  irsa  rowed  by  Marcollui  at  tbe 
«iegu  uf  Syracuw,  and  ibat  one  to  both  vnta  adorned  witli  itte  epoils 
which  he  brought  from  Rynirn.se  '.  We  himsrlf  apeeks  nf  it  as  Utat  of 
Hotuit-Virtuii  abwolutely:  Cum  in  Ifinjilo  Il»nari«-Virtati«',  fiic.  We 
leom  from  bim  supra  that  it  was  situated  near  the  Porta  Collina,  tbou^b 
MurfLtoriiis  hns  the  .-Kdca  of  Honoa  and  Vinns  near  tbe  Porta  Capena**. 
In  thi»  U'inple  loo  of  Konos-Virtun,  we  learn  frmn  Asctiniu^  \  that  M, 
Claudiufi  Mar^-dlux.  (^randBon  of  Marcellua,  fConatil  ill  U. C. (>03  B.C. 
153,  and  slii[itvrcck<^d  la  his  pasaaite  to  Carthage,  U.  V..  149,  as  one  of  Ui^ 
lhre«  Letiati  then  vent  in  the  first  year  of  the  third  l*umc  war,}  erected 
Blalues  of  Ills  graoJEatbcr,  bis  father,  and  himself. 

Cicero'  girca  us  to  undcmtand  that  ercn  the  jl^dea  of  Honoa,  >o 
rowed  by  Marccllmi,  li«l  hrvn  dcdicatei:)  by  Q.  Maiiinw),  MultlK  aoie 
aoniii  bcUu  Ligu«Ucu :  und  utriclly  speaking  una  renewed  by  Marcelbis. 
It  waB  lowered  by  Mariit*.  Romc  time  after  the  Bellum  Oinbrirum  and 
Tciitonicum,  for  Ihp  rr^sun  <ift?i{pied  by  Fcstus^*.  on  whccli  account 
Cicero  calls  it  tbe  Monummium  Caii  Marii  alao^.  It  was  re^itored  by 
Ve-spAsian  ". 

Menliua  occurs  in  Dio  "*  of  tbe  translation  of  Ibe  mwfjyvfHt,  as  he  ternw 
it,  of  Ti^af)  un\  'Afltri]  from  some  other  day  or  days  Ei'e  rat  vCv  lnufitts  t 
and  the  context  of  hi«  nurralivc  fixca  the  lime  of  that  event  to  L'.  C.  737 
B.C.  17,  eoinc  Vmt  after  the  birth  of  Lucius  C.Tsar,  yet  before  the  celebra- 
tion of  thu  i.udi  Sieculares  tbu  tiame  )xar  also.  On  the  Ancyren  mona- 
meol  "  there  aMms  to  be  an  allusion  to  the  consecration  of  an  Mde*  of 
Houus  and  N'irtua  by  tbe  senate  in  the  reigu  of  Augtistua  JDSt  after  tba 
conoularyearofP.  Sulpiciuaand  C.  Val^ins;  i.e.  B.C.  is  :  hut  the  paBaa^^ 
18  corrupt;  tind  nothing  certain  can  be  inferred  from  it.  tlav^yvpit  how- 
ever, both  iu  the  idiom  of  Uio  and  from  the  reason  of  thv  tbin^,  must  be 
biteodcd  of  more  than  dm  day,  like  August  13.     That  term  io  Greek 


I  In  VeriMU,  Actio  ii.    lib.  iv.  54, 

H'i  *5.  '*.V 
3     Cf.    rintanli    alKt,     aUfnllaa, 

axriii. 

a  Ontin  iizil.  ?ia  Aeilio,  1,4,  1  lA. 

*Miicxxvi,  l>Mi'ri)'lio  L'rintt  Koniie, 
K<^i.  •'•)).  116. 

B  l>u  Nalvra  Dounim,  li.  23,  61. 

7  If  iti.  54J.  10  Swnmiftiiorcm.   C& 


Oruter.  caxxsxri.  j.  Gorttis,  tl.  14(1. 
S.  Morcelli.oi'lxixxi:  ■.)66.  Vitntiiu, 
vii.  I'rvf.  p,  19^1 

^  Onttio  juxii.  Pro  Stsxliu,  n,  ||6> 
De  DirinatMikf.  i.  iS,  51). 

9  Piiny,  U.N.  a»XT.  ^7.  505.  Cf. 
Scrviiu,  ad  /Kn.  i.  8.  AiunmuK,  Bpf>. 
ad  SyiuBiaebnm :  tv.  Syniiniichv. 

IU  Uv.  iS.  11  Livy.  IT.  787. 
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(Fanum  or  MAeti),  vhich  Marcellus  the  elder  was  known  to 
have  some  time  or  other  in  his  lifetime  actually  dedicated, 
appears  to  have  been  known  also  by  this  peculiar  name  of 
the  ^des  of  Honos- Virtus ;  neither  that  of  Honos  as  such, 
nor  that  of  Virtus  as  such,  but  that  of  both  under  one  name, 
Honos- Virtus,  or  that  of  Honos  as  combining  the  name  and 
character  of  Virtus  also. 

Now  it  appears  from  the  Amitemine  calendar  f  that  the 
feast-day  of  Honos  and  Virtus  in  the  Julian  calendar  was 
August  12  J  which  in  the  Decemviral  calendar  corresponded 
to  Sextilis  12 :  and  this  fact  also  proves  that  the  same  day 
in  the  calendar  was  sacred  to  both.  We  are  entirely  of  opinion 
that  the  j^Mes  Honoris  was  dedicated  on  Sextilis  12  B.  C.  208 
by  Marcellua  the  elder ;  and  the  ^Edes  Virtutis  on  Seitilis 
12  B.  C.  205  by  Marcellus  the  younger.  It  is  observable 
that  in  the  calendar  •"  Honos  precedes  Virtus  ;  Honori  et  Vir- 
tuti — not  Virtus  Honos ;  Virtuti  et  Honori :  implying  that  the 
holiday  of  the  former  though  nominally  the  same  as  that  of 
the  latter  was  really  older  than  it.  This  day  B.  C.  208  coin- 
cided with  August  27  ;  B,  C.  205  with  July  29:  and  it  was 
not  Nundinal  in  either  of  those  years,  though  Sextilis  U, 
August  26  B.  C.  2(^  was  so.  It  follows  that  Marcellus  must 
have  been  still  at  Home  as  late  as  August  27  B.C.  208.  How 
long  after  he  met  with  his  death  we  endeavoured  to  collect 
from  Livy".  Polybius  appears  to  date  it  a  little  before 
Scipio's  victory  over  Hasdrubal,  at  Bfficula,  in  Spain  ;  or  syn- 
chronously with  it  * :  and  that  did  not  long  precede  the  close 

would  properly  answer  to  Ludi  in  Latin.  We  discover  do  Ludi  of  Hodob 
and  Virtus  in  the  extant  fragments  of  the  Julian  calendar.  Nor  are  there 
anjr  such  in  the  Fasti  of  Ovid  ;  which  go  through  the  first  six  months  of 
that  calendar.  We  find  such  Ludi  however  in  the  Constantian  calendar 
Jbr  tiree  daja;  from  the  iv  Kalendas  Junias  (May  39)  to  the  end  of  the 
month.  These  are  probably  what  Dio  meant  by  the  navfffvpit  in  (question, 
and  by  its  date  in  hia  time.  And  yet  it  is  very  unaccountable  that  it 
should  have  been  attached  to  those  days  by  Augustus  and  yet  should 
not  appear  either  in  the  Fasti  of  Ovid,  or  in  the  MafTiean  or  ExquiUne 
or  Venusine  calendar  '^ :  each  of  which  is  entire  either  for  the  whole  of 
the  Roman  Maius,  or  for  the  end  of  it. 

12  Apud  Foggini. 

'  Apod  Foggini.  »  x-  3^ .  33  s  34-40-    Cf-  Li»y.  "'"• 

■  INm.  V.   ch.  li.  sect.  T.  Vol.  L  469.      17-30. 
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of  the  year's  csmpaif^.  But  in  the  date  of  this  battle  of 
Ba-cuU  the  arnuigtment  of  the  fragmenta  of  Polybiiw  tliSere 
from  lary,  according  to  whom  this  battle  wu  an  event  of 
B.  C.  209  not  of  B.  C.  208. 


Section  W.—Irrcfptlar  Calt-ndar,  Cycle  \.  2.  S56  dayt. 

*     U.C.  JH7  Varr.  546  Cap.  S44  ^olyb.  B.C.  J07. 

C  Cluidiu*  Nero 
M.  LJvitu  Saliiutor  ii. 


Kalvodv  Juitiariie  Jan.  10  B.  C.  30;  Nundinal  Chai.  8. 


Poatera  lux  tnelior :  Biiiwrat  Miumivsa  Sjrpbacem : 
Et  cecidit  telis  .\8druhal  \\ttx  hvm  **. 


The  day  which  is  here  described  is  vm  Kaleodas  Julisi, 
June  S3  Roman,  in  the  Deccmviral  calendar;  the  day  ailcr 
ix  Kalcndas  Jiiliaii,  Jnne  22  Roman,  the  day  of  the  battle  of 
the  Laciis  Til ra»i menu!). 

The  traditionarj  date  of  two  remarkable  nctorica  gained 
bj  the  Romans,  at  different  times,  hut  on  the  Mim«  day  of 
the  moutti  at  each,  June  23  Roman  B.  C.  207  and  June  23 
Roman  B.  C.  202,  is  thus  aacertaioed ;  for  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  formor  of  these  must  be  intpndcd  of  the  vic- 
tory of  the  Metauruti,  near  the  Roman  colony  of  Sona  on 
the  Adriatic*,  orer  Hasdnibal  son  of  Hamilcar  Barcas  and 
brother  of  Hannibal,  in  the  consolar  year  of  Nero  and  TJvina, 
U.  C.  547  Varr.  B.  C.  207.  There  is  a  difficulty  certainly  in 
the  altuaion,  which  alto  occurs  here,  to  the  mode  of  the 
death  of  Hasdrubal  himself  on  the  same  occasion.  That  bo 
fell  in  this  battle,  all  our  authunticH  are  agreed  >:  that  he 
fell  by  his  own  hand,  or  by  the  hands  of  his  own  followers, 
{one  of  wliich  facta  appears  to  be  implied  by  Orid  here,)  ia 
no  where  on  record  *.    But  thia  difficulty  docs  not  affect  the 

*  There  w&s  iinoLh«r  Hasdnilml,  who  mnkca  a  Agiire  in  the  history  of 
thsM  limes ;  the  ton  of  Gi»co,  aud  the  bthvr  of  Sophonisba  '.     He  wa* 


■  Olid,  YmtXi,  vi.  i^ij. 
*  rnljMna,  ii.    19.  f.   ii:    t;,  ;. 
Phntfd  B.  C.  184.     Cf.  Vol.  il  16B. 


>  Polybiaa,  >L  I.  (.  a— 1.  f.  1. 
\Jnj,  xnii.  49.  Appun,  Tii  gt.  Zo< 
nanu,  U.9.  431  f. 


I    Poljlitiu,  Ktr.  1-8.     lirjt  sxvii.   10 ;  xxlx.  f 3 1   xu.  5-81  11.    Appiin, 

vtil.  10:  17. 
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date  or  the  b«ttle.  Ever}'  one  therefore  i«  at  liberty  to  tliiuk 
of  it  aa  be  plesveti.  We  sliall  proceed  to  illustrate  the  date ; 
though  OS  brieflv  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  aUoir. 

L  Oh  the  date  and  ilte  circumstances  of  the  Battle  qf  the 
Mctaurus. 

It  must  be  observed  first  of  all  that,  though  the  regular 
administration  of  the  calendar  had  hccu  already  abniKloncd, 
no  perceptible  effect  could  vet  itavc  been  pruiluced  thereby 
on  the  relation  of  the  civil  year  to  the  natural.  This  first 
of  the  irregular  years  of  the  calendar  would  contain  only  one 
daj  more  than  the  same  year  in  the  regular  order  of  tho 
cycle  uould  have  done ;  and  that  day  too  oue  which  would 
come  in  at  the  end  of  December,  instead  of  the  usual  place 
in  Fehmary. 

The  comitia  of  this  year,  and  the  election  of  tho  consuls  of 
tho  year,  C.  Claudius  Nero  and  M.  IJvius  Salinator  ii^  were 
mentioned  by  Livy  in  their  proper  order  of  time  f  :  and  ttc 
may  take  it  for  grouted  that,  after  the  death  of  both  the 
CD&sula  of  the  preceding  year,  the  election  of  those  of  this 
would  not  be  later  than  usual.  Hasdruhal  was  tht-n  in  Gaul, 
or  reported  to  be  so.  The  ]^>ooplo  of  MarBcilles  had  already 
aent  word  to  Kome  that  he  was  on  his  way  to  Italy;  and 
deputies,  despatched  expressly  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  that 
report ',  had  just  returned  announcing  that  he  might  certainly 
be  expected  to  cross  the  Alps  Proximo  vere ;  ncc  turn  eum 
quidquam  aliud  morari  nisi  quod  clausie  hieme  Alpcs  essent. 
These  comitia  were  pmbably  held  in  the  Roman  December, 
U.C.  54<1,  which  began  December  12  B.C.  208 ;  or  at  the 

comnuoder  of  tb«  Carthaginians  B.C.  »o3.  when  Sdpio  surprised 

r  camp  uid  burnt  it :  for  which  ifac  CartbftginiuiB  at  liril  conilemned 

to  deotb'l  though  they  aftem'ards  rescinded  thai  9e^teIllce^     He 

at  Carthige  and  alive  jnst  befbre  the  hattU  of  Zama  *;  and  we  are 

by  Apiuan  tliat  liaviuft  concuired  wilh  the  »eiutle  at  tbat  time  io 

■oending  mtme  iDflaanrrfl  to  the  pearplr^  which  thestntc  of  tlicir  ntfairs 

,  b«  diapleaMd  ihero  »o  much  thnt  in  order  to  escape  from  tbor 

be  took  |>oison :  snd  so  destroyed  himselT.    Ovid  howvrer  cuuld  oot 

ily  mesn  this  liMdmbal. 


1  Appian,  viU.  17-141  lyt  19.  30.  >  IbU.  36. 


*  Ibid,  it. 
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latest  in  the  Romau  Jauuary  U.  C.  547,  the  date  of  which 
WM  Januarv  10  B.  C.  207 :  and  at  neitbcr  of  these  times 
is  it  credible  that  Ilusdruba)  could  yet  hare  reutured  to 
begin  his  marcli  across  the  Alps,  though  he  might  have  been 
already  arrived  at  tlic  foot  of  them. 

The  ingress  of  the  ofiiciiLl  year  of  Nero  and  Livius  is  noxt 
mentionDd ' :  and  we  may  presume  at  the  usual  timCj  the 
Idea  of  March  V.  C.  517  March  23  B.  C.  207.  How  soon 
after  they  actually  repaired  to  their  provinces  is  not  stated. 
There  wore  prodigien  of  varions  kinds,  even  after  the  iugress, 
which  would  require  to  be  expiated ;  besides  two  Novem- 
dialia  sacra  (16  days  at  least)  and  three  or  four  days  more 
which  are  particularly  alluded  to*.  The  buaiuess  of  the  levies 
too  which  required  more  care  thau  usual  this  year,  eveu 
after  these  prodi^ea  and  their  procurutiou.  hod  still  lo  be 
tnuisacted^:  and  that  was  going  on  when  letters  arrived 
from  1j.  PorciHs,  the  Prajtor  of  Gaul  for  the  year",  {conMS- 
quently  much  later  than  the  Ides  of  March  when  he  too 
must  have  entered  ou  office,)  ntinouuciug  that  llaMlnibal  waa 
now  on  his  way:  Movisse  ex  hibernia  et  jam  Alpes  trausire*. 

Now  Appian  tells  us  that  Ilasdrubal  accomplished  the 
same  march  on  this  occasion  in  two  inoutbK  which  on  the 
former  occasion  of  Haimibal's  march  had  taken  np  five  or 
six".  As  then  he  was  certainly  in  Italy  by  the  end  of  May, 
he  must  have  set  out  across  the  Alps  hy  the  end  of  March ; 
and  these  tidings  relating  to  his  movemeuts,  which  the  Bo- 
mans  hcanl  from  the  Prietor  Lucius  Poreius  Liciuus,  would 
probably  reach  Rome  before  the  end  of  April.  This  news, 
says  Livy,  determined  the  consuls  to  take  the  field  without 
further  loss  of  time :  Haptim  confecto  dclcctu.  Wc  may 
conclude  then  that  they  must  have  set  out  for  their  respective 
destinations,  (Livius  to  encounter  Hasdrubal  at  the  foot  of 
the  Alps,  Kero  to  watch  the  movements  of  Hannibal,  at  this 
time  or  just  before  it  still  wintering  among  the  Bruttii',)  early 
in  May  at  the  latest. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  trace  the  movements  of  Nero  and 
Hannibal,  after  the  arri™l  of  the  former  in  presence  of  the 
latter,  from   \'cnu8ia  to  Gromentum ;    thence   to  Vcnuai* 

»  sxrii.  36  •  lUd.  3;.  *  xini.  38.  •  «xtU.  36 :  35.  *  xatiL  3^ 
•  rii-  5».    Cf.  4 :    Ltfj,  xjrrtL  39.  '  Ibdd.  ,15  :  39;  40,  41. 
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agaiu  ;  a(\crwar08  to  MptH|ioiitum  :  and  tiimlly  toCanusJoinS: 
where  both  wurc  encunipetl  when  Hasdrubal's  messengers, 
coDvcying  Icttrrs  from  him  to  HannihnI,  were  intercepted  tind 
brought  to  Nero ;  in  conacqucnco  of  which  he  formed  the 
reaotution  of  marching  nt  ouce,  with  part  of  his  army,  to  the 
assistance  of  hia  cotlcaguc.  It  is  elenr  however  that  by  these 
Tuitnu  manoeuvres  on  both  sides  a  good  deal  of  time  mast 
have  bcf>n  occupied. 
.  It  is  pro]H-r  then  now  to  coiisuler  the  Juliuu  date  of  the 

^^Roman  June  23d,  at  this  period  of  Uiu  history  of  the  calcn* 
^^ur.  It  appears  from  our  Fasti  that  it  coiuelilal  with  June 
^Bte.  Kero  it  ia  soidl'  marched  day  and  night;  and  so  he 
'  might  have  done  at  this  season  of  the  year,  midaummer.  Bnt 
b^tt  direct  distance  from  Caiiusium  to  Forum  Scmpronii*  oa 
^Hbe  Metauras  where  Livius  was  ]K}sted'  was  200  Roniau 
I  miles  at  leiist ;  nnd  hy  ruail  it  would  he  280  ^  :  and  though 
j  vo  are  tuhl  that  when  r4?tiirnin;;  he  traversed  the  same  space 
of  ground  in  six  night:^  and  six  days  oulyi;  it  is  clear  that 
he  used  more  expedition  in  returning  than  in  going. 

Now  this  is  an  important  circumstnncc  of  distinction  ;  and 
it  is  implied  by  it  that  he  had  probably  the  benefit  of  moou- 
light  iu  returuiug,  though  not  in  goiug ;  or  not  to  the  same 
extent  on  his  march  to  Sena  as  ou  his  march  back  ngnia : 
though  Silius  Italicus'"  appears  to  reverse  this  state  of  the 
cue ;  as  if  there  was  moonlight  when  ho  set  out  on  his  march 
to  join  Liviusj  and  none  when  he  arrived  at  his  camp.  But 
the  truth  is  explained  by  the  Roman  date  of  the  battle, 
reduced  to  our  calendar.  For  that  it  appears  was  June  29. 
Now  there  was  a  solar  eclipse  July  17,  4.4I>  p.  h.  Paris,  B.  G. 
7 ;  so  that  there  must  have  been  a  now  moon  on  June  IS 
vioualy.  By  our  general  Lunar  Calendar,  Period  xiii. 
Cycle  viiL  17,  the  new  moon  of  Sivan  horo  date  June  19  at 
midnight.     It  may  therefore  be  safely  assumed  that  there 


Fonun  Semproati  (hod.  PoBsomtmrne)  on  th«  M«tnuras,  not  ftix  from 
I  Qallio  (hixl.  SeriigngUa),  (we  O'.^nvtlle,  i.  i6<t.)inHy  be  aaouniM]  w 
!  flceop  uf  the  battle.     Cf.  Siliiu  ItaLcuit,  xv.  353  :  1)36,  ^^7. 


«  U.y,  isvii.  40— <j. 

<•  Ibii.  45.  t  Ihld.  ^,li. 

^  Ct.  vw'fmni  C«Uioliri,  i.  151. 


'  li%x>  unrli.  JO.  Cf.  rxiiU.  9. 
■  Punitm,  «T.  ;6o— 5;$t  591  i  616 
— 6x6 ;  Sc9  tqq. 
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was  R  moon  ten  daj«  old  complete,  on  the  day  of  the  battle. 
June  29;  and  16  days  old  complete,  when  Nero  arrived  at 
his  old  quarter}  in  presence  of  IlauniUal,  six  days  after,  ou 
July  5.  It  is  clear  then  that  ho  must  have  had  the  benefit 
of  moonlight  all  the  uight,  for  hia  return  at  least ;  whether 
for  bis  march  to  Sena  or  not. 

The  battle  was  fought  the  day  but  one  after  hia  junction 
with  Livius".  Consequently,  if  the  date  of  the  battle  was 
Jane  29,  that  of  this  junction  wh«  June  27  :  and  June  27  at 
tiiffhl".  Hasdrubal  moved  from  his  campou  the  night  before 
the  battle  (the  night  of  June  28)  Prima  rigiliaP ;  and  that 
too  is  some  argument  of  a  moonlight  night.  The  battle  was 
decided  by  noon'i  the  next  day.  The  »Ww  et  caior'  are  both 
particularly  mentioned  ;  and  the  battle  was  fonglit  under  the 
culminating  ascendancy  of  an  Italian  sun,  only  three  day« 
after  the  soUticc  June  26. 

We  may  presume  then  that  if  it  required  six  days  and  six 
nights  to  march  back  from  Serm  to  Canusium,  with  the  advan- 
tage of  moonlight  as  well  as  dayUght  all  that  time,  it  must 
hare  required  twelve  daya  and  nights  to  march  from  Cauusium 
to  Sena  :  and  even  that  would  be  at  the  rate  of  22-3  mites  a 
day.  On  this  principle,  if  he  iirrired  at  Sena  on  the  oroning 
of  June  27,  he  must  have  set  out  firom  Canusium  on  June  13  ; 
three  or  four  days  before  tlie  change  of  the  moon,  Junel8  or  19. 

Li*7  mentious  that  the  first  rumour  of  the  victor}^  reached 
Home  only  two  days  after  tlje  battle*';  »ud  though  he  treats 
this  as  almost  incredible,  instances  are  not  wanting,  eitber  in 


♦  Cf.  (cenerally  with  the  preceding,  PolylwM  xi.  i — 3;  Appian,  viL  fis, 
S3 :  Zonaras,  is.  9.  4^2.  C— 433  U :  Valerius  Mftx.  vi\.  iv.  4  Dc  Strnte- 
gematiB :  FToruB,  ii,  6.  ^  50 — 53:  Eulropius,  iii.  10:  Orosius,  iv.  j8: 
Froutiniu.  I>e  Strateg.  i,  1.9.  W'«  mny  obserrc  on  this  tubjwt  too,  thut 
hadwc  entered  before  this  jiart»f  our  work  on  the  hiittorj*  iitii]  explanatlDn 
oC  the  Fonic  calendar  our  readers  would  have  had  rcaxon  lo  kuowtliat  tho 
due  of  the  bsttlc  in  thai  cslendar  wai<  eometliing  of  importance ;  tu  par- 
ticular, whether  it  coiodded  with  tho  iinA  of  any  Punic  month.  Th« 
Canbagintuns  bad  special  reationa  for  avoidiiig  that  diiy  of  the  month ; 
and  Ha^dnibal  in  giving  liallle  on  this  O'ceasinn  was  aclinj;  mora  or  leas 
Ti^unUirily.  'J1ie  actual  date  of  the  battle  in  the  Panie  calendar  was  the 
i^tb  of  ttw  ninth  month. 


•  U*T,  urii.  45,  46.  47- 
'  IbM.  48.  *  Ibid.  50. 


Ibid.  45.        '  Ibii].  47.         1  Ibl^  47,  48. 
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Bonuui  orinGreciiui  history,  (And  well  autheuticated  instauces 
too,)  of  the  Aame  rapid  traasmissiou  of  thu  ucws  of  important 
LCTcnts.  Bat  in  the  present  iustauco  there  was  renllv  nothiug 
(traordinarj  iii  this  fact.  Tim  distance  from  Forum  Scm- 
pronii  to  Itome  in  u  straight  line  was  only  145  Roman  milea 
=  about  163  hy  road  :  and  at  thr.  fuU  of  the  moon,  and  by 
travelling'  night  and  day,  what  difficulty  would  there  he  iti 
accomplishing  that  distance  in  two  nights  and  two  daya,  at 
the  mtc  of  80  or  81  miles  in  a  night  and  a  day  ? 


Section  V. — Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  i.  5.  356  days. 


U.  C.  5SO  Varr.  549  Cap.  .547  Polyb.  B.  C.  305— W4, 

M.  Cornelias  Cethegua 
P.  Semproniw  Tudiianus. 


Kalcndic  JuiuArue  Dec.  13  B.C.  30g.  Nundiiul  Char.  4. 
Date  tiflkt  Advectio  o/the  MnUr  Deum. 


This  year  was  that  of  the  Advectio  of  the  Mater  Dcum  or 

Mater  Idaea,  <the  Phryj^an  Cybeic,)  to  Rome*.     The  day  of 

ber  actual  rcceptioii  at  Rome  ami  of  the  first  festivity  eclo- 

^braled  there  in  honour  of  her  whs  Pridie  Idua  Aprilea",  April 

Roman,  the  same  year ;    the  some  day  which  was  ever 

Falter  considered  sacred  to  her  in  the  Roman  calendar,  no 

loubt  because  it  had  been  so  devoted  in  this  first  instance. 

Now  sboald  we  ever  be  permitted  to  treat  of  the  ancient 
*hrygian  calendar,  we  hope  to  make  it  clearly  appear  that 
Mi«  day  was  purposely  fixed  upon  as  the  fittest  date  in  the 
Ronuiu  calendar  of  the  time  being  for  the  first  ceremony  of 
this  kind  at  Romein  honour  of  this  Phri'gian  goddess,  becftuseit 
ooincidcd  with  the  stated  date  of  the  proper  Phrygian  ceremony 
in  honour  of  the  same  goddess  and  in  her  proper  calendar  at 
he  very  same  point  of  time.  This  stated  date  in  the  Phrygian 
lendar  at  that  point  of  time  was  March  22  :  and  March  22, 
ai  our  calendar  shews,  was  the  proper  Julian  date  of  Pridic 
lus  Apriles,  April  12  Roman,  U.  C.  5.10.  The  Kalends  of 
ranuary"  Uiat  yew  fell  Dec.  13  B.C.  205  ;  the  Kalends  of 
April  March  11  B.  C.  20^- :  and  therefore  Pridie  Idus  Aprilet 
•  Urty.  titi«.  10— 14-  <^  Ibid.  14.  "  Ibid.  i<x  I}. 
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March  22.  This  coincidence  conseqacntly  is  an  equally 
pxact  and  rtriking  confirmntion  both  of  our  Phrygian  calen- 
dar for  the  time  hctng,  and  of  our  Roman. 

It  is  almost  snperflnous  to  observe  nntlcr  such  circum- 
Btances  that  the  Roman  Aprilis  at  this  time  had  fallen  back 
nearly  into  a  state  of  coincidence  with  the  Julian  March; 
and  souetliing  to  that  effect  might  have  been  suspected  of 
this  year  from  what  we  find  on  record  in  Livy  relating  to  a 
different  subject,  though  nothing  had  been  known  of  the 
true  Julian  date  of  the  Roman  day  of  the  reception  in 
f|URstion. 

The  inquiry,  instituted  at  Rome,  into  the  charges  pre- 
ferred by  the  people  of  Locri  against  Plcminins,  the  legate 
of  Scipio,  is  supposed  to  have  been  instituted  this  year,  but 
after  the  reception  of  the  Mater  Idseft";  that  is,  after  FrirUe 
IduB  Aprilcs.  And  yet  Pompouius,  the  prsetor  of  the  year, 
to  whom  Sicily  had  been  assigned  7,  according  to  Livy  waa 
not  yet  gone  to  his  province'.  That  would  be  probable  not 
much  later  than  March  22.  It  appears  teo  that  winter  was 
only  just  over  at  Carthage",  when  these  things  were  going  on 
at  Rome. 


CHAPTER  III. 
Section  I. — trrtguiar  Cakadar,  Cycle  i.  6.  356  rfay#. 


U.  C.  551  VajT.  550  Cap.  54.8  Pulyb.  B.  C  304— J03. 

Cn.  Scrviliua  C'-sppio 
C.  ScniliuB. 


Kalends  JaauarUe  Vk.  4  B.  C.  304.  XuQdiiial  CIiw.  8. 


We  purposely  pass  over  B.  C  2TO — 204.  Nor,  after  the 
proof  of  our  Roman  calendar  for  B.  C.  203  which  has  been 
supplied  by  tlic  date  of  tlic  battle  of  Zama'',  should  we  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  say  any  thing  more  in  illustration  or 


■  Ijitj.uU.  19:  cf.  1(^-4?:  6.8.g.      cT.  30 — 1^.     Diudurus,  Pn^n.  xxni. 

>  Ibid.  II.  ly  •  Livr,  Rtii.  13. 

'  Ibid.  30,  apomii  of  ^  Metalliu  ;         >>  Din^  r.  cb.  i.  mU  rii.  Vol.  i.  44;. 
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Terification  of  it  for  that  year^  or  for  the  year  before  it, 
B.  C.  203,  had  not  this  latter  year  been  the  true  date  of 
Scipio's  expedition  to  Africa,  which  ultimately  gave  occasion 
to  the  decisive  battle  of  Zama ;  and  had  not  Livy  errone- 
ously dated  it  the  year  before.  For  the  sake  of  demonstrat- 
ing and  at  the  same  time  correcting  this  anachronism  of  his, 
and  thereby  of  confirming  our  former  assertion  on  that 
point  bj  we  hope  to  be  excused,  if  we  dwell  on  the  chronology 
of  these  two  years  somewhat  in  detail. 

i  On  the  true  date  of  the  expedition  of  Scipio  to  Africa. 

The  consular  year  of  P.  Cornelius  Scipio  Africanus  and 
P.  LiciniuB  Crassus  ^  entered  on  the  Ides  of  Marah  U.  C.  549 
Varr.  March  3  B.  C.  205.  No  particulars  of  this  year  are 
related,  so  far  as  Scipio  was  concerned,  except  the  discussion 
and  decision  of  the  question  whether  AMca  should  be  de- 
creed to  him  as  his  province  extra  sortem,  or  not^^;  and, 
when  that  had  been  settled  in  the  afElrmative,  the  construc- 
tion of  the  fleet,  with  which  it  was  intended  he  should  pro- 
ceed thither.  The  building  of  this  fleet  was  completed  with 
80  much  despatch  that  the  ships  were  launched  on  the  45th 
day  after  the  timber  of  which  they  vrere  made  had  been  felled 
in  the  woods  «.  With  this  fleet  he  set  sail  to  Sicily ;  and  we 
may  judge  of  the  time  of  the  year  at  which  he  must  have 
put  to  sea,  from  the  fact  mentioned  so  soon  after  his  arrival  in 
the  island;  viz.  his  laying  up  his  ships  in  dock  at  Fanormus 
in  order  to  season  them  through  the  winter :  Quia  ex  viridi 
materia  raptim  factse  erant,  ut  tn  sicca  kibemarent  K.  It  was 
approaching  to  winter  then  when  he  arrived  in  Sicily.  Con- 
sequently no  expedition  to  Africa  could  have  been  carried 
into  effect  that  year  at  least.  The  earliest  possible  time  for 
it  would  be  the  next :  and  the  next  year,  it  must  be  admitted, 
Livy  supposes  it  to  have  actually  taken  place. 

But  in  that  case  it  is  evident  that  Scipio  could  not  have 
lost  a  moment  of  time  in  carrying  into  execution  the  purpose 
for  which  he  had  been  sent  from  Rome.  How  then  shall  we 
account  for  that  change  of  resolution  meanwhile  at  home, 
and  on  the  part  of  the  Roman  senate,  with  regard  to  this 

k  Vol.  i  477-  '  Uvj,  uniii.  38.  *  Ibid.  40—45.  '  Ibid.  43. 

'  Ibid.  46.  ■  Ibid.  udx.  i. 
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porpose;  tlie  fact  of  vliich  wc  gather  &om  Valerius  Maxi- 
mtu'>?  »o  much  no  that  thry  actuRllv  prohihitM  the  farther 
proscCHtion  of  the  very  undertaking,  for  whieh  Scipio  had  been 
despatclicd  from  Rome,  and  before  the  earliest  poraiblo  time 
at  which  it  could  have  been  carried  into  effect.  What  rea- 
son too,  oD  this  priociple,  could  there  have  been  to  find  fault 
with  the  dilatorincss  of  Scipio?  or  what  occasion  could  have 
been  given  by  his  conduct  for  the  following  obiiorvation  of 
Seneca's  ?  Uuid  Scipio  ?  nonne  rclicto  Hannibale . . .  bcllutn 
in  Africam  transtulit  tam  Icntus  ut  opi&ionem  luxnriae  aegni- 
tiiequc  ranlignia  daret '  ?  The  case  is  different  if  be  delayed 
the  actual  invasion  of  Africa  two  years  after  it  had  been  re- 
solved upon,  and  after  he  hiineelf  had  been  coniiuissioQed  to 
execute  it.  There  would  be  abuudunce  of  time  in  that  case 
to  shako  the  coDfideneo  of  tlie  senate  in  its  own  resolutioa ; 
and  abundance  of  reason  apparently  to  criminate  and  com- 
plain of  Scipio :  as  if  he  was  wasting  two  valuable  year^  in 
total  inactivity. 

Again,  after  the  mention  of  the  mission  of  Ltelius  Irom 
Sicily  to  Africa,  and  of  bis  return  to  Sicily  again  ^,  we  have 
the  account  of  the  capture  of  Loeri' ;  and  both  these  event* 
are  dated  by  Livy  in  B.  C.  205,  later  than  the  arrival  in 
Sicily  but  not  later  than  the  close  of  the  year™.  The  affair 
of  PIcniinius  arose  out  of  ihnt  capture";  and  it  hsa  been 
seen  supra"  that  tliis  inqniry  according  to  Livy  was  com- 
mitted to  the  pra:tor  of  Sicily,  Pomponius  P,  sometime  after 
April  12  Roman  (March  22  Julian)  IJ.  C.  2<M- :  and  conse- 
qncDtly  in  the  spring  of  U.  C.  550^,  the  consular  year  of 
M.  Cornelius  Gethegua  P.  Semprouius  TuiHtanus.  Yet  he 
himself  spCHkH  of  this  very  inquiry,  and  so  committed  to  this 
Pnelor  Pomponius,  as  t/iree  years  complete  before  U.  C.  564 
the  consular  year  of  P.  Sulpicins  GaJba  C.  Aurclins  Cotta 


k  Ul.  vfl.  I  D«  Piducift  (ui. 

'  Dc  Irm  i.  xi.  5 :  Openira,  i.  ao. 
Ct  Did,  Ftn^mU,  Ixiv.  Flntu-rh, 
C*la  Mnjar,  iu.  V»U>  tho  pliirr  wm 
onr  of  itifiM*  xbo  jr)iii<<d  in  tliv  uutcrj 
tgainsl  f^njiia  at  Rome.  Do  vras  pro- 
viniisl)'  hi*  iiiiiciil«r  ID  Sicily,  (cf.  Cor- 
nelitu  Nt^piM.  CbIu,  i.  A\»o  Li^y, 
uU.  15.  Cicero,  finttiu,  15,  60), 
aaA  Ua  him  in  diagut  bM^iu«,  u  it 
ajipMTMl  to  him,  ho  wu  nuiag  the 


public  mcfina  in  *n  unwunuilable  nuui- 
nrr.  f,\vj  sn\>\toie»  that  he  wu  still 
hi*  <:|uKilor  mvn  when  he  milvd  *t  lut 
to  Africa. 

*  Lit7,  xrlj.  I.  3—5. 

I  Ibid.  6,  ;.  "  1t.id.  10. 

■  ltiul.8,9:  i6^3l:  rf.axxi.igi 
jxdw  44. 

"   f>B«C46. 

r  cf.  Mi«.   II.  IJ  ;   30 — »J  :  1$. 

t  xxix.  lo.  13. 
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B.C.  200:  Senatui  placere  qusestionem  de  expilatis  thesauriB 
eodem  exempio  haberi  quo  M.  Pomponius  Prsetor  tricnnio 
ante  habuisset '.  On  this  principle  that  inquiry  must  really 
have  been  instituted  "by  him  in  the  spring  of  B.  C.  203 :  and 
consequentlythe  complaints  of  theLocrians  also  against  Flcmi- 
nins  muBt  have  been  preferred  not  long  before  the  same  time. 
The  truth  therefore  is  that  the  mission  of  Lselius  to  Africa 
and  the  capture  of  Locri  after  his  return  were  really  events 
of  B.  C.  204,  not  of  B.  C.  205 ;  and  were  the  only  events 
which  are  on  record  for  that  year,  the  first  after  Scipio's  ar- 
rival in  Sicily.  It  was  not  likely  that  Lselius  would  be  sent  to 
AMca  B.  C.  205,  immediately  after  his  arrival ;  when  Scipio 
laid  up  his  fleet  in  the  docks,  as  un6t  for  sea,  and  because 
the  winter  was  at  hand.  The  charges  against  Pleminius 
mutt  have  arisen  out  of  the  events  of  B.  C.  204,  and  must 
have  been  preferred  at  B.ome  either  that  year,  or  early  the 
next.  It  is  clear  at  least  even  &om  Livy's  account  that  the 
iuqniry  into  them  must  have  been  instituted  in  6.  C.  203 ; 
in  the  year  of  Scipio's  actual  passage  into  Africa :  so  much 
ao,  that  it  was  supposed  he  had  already  got  to  Africa  even 
before  it  began  ■. 

Again,  after  the  landing  of  Scipio  in  Africa,  it  is  not  pos- 
uble  even  from  Livy  himself  to  make  out  more  than  one 
winter  spent  in  that  country;  the  winter  occupied  by  the 
ai^e  of  Utica*,  and  followed  the  next  year  by  the  battle  of 
Zama.  It  is  not  possible  from  the  accounts  of  Appian"  to 
make  out  more  than  one  year,  or  rather  than  part  of  one 
year,  between  the  landing  and  Zama:  though  even  he  must 
imply  that  the  proper  campaign  of  the  first  year  in  Africa 
must  have  come  to  an  end  when  Scipio  converted  the  siege 
of  Utica  into  a  blockade  ^,  The  history  of  Polybius,  for  ttiia 
part  of  its  details,  exists  only  in  fragments.  Yet  his  accounts 
evidently  begin  with  the  second  year  in  Africa;  and  after  the 
winter  devoted  to  the  siege  of  Utica :  'O  Sc  noTrAioy  iv  rfi 


'  XXL  14  :  cf.  $.  toted  in  B.  C.  104 ;   from  wbi.;h  year 

■  xxu.   19.   10,   31,   33.      It  !■  no  to  B.  C.  187  would  bo   17  years  cunt- 

objection   that,  xxrriiL   ti,  53,   in  »  plete.    And  yet  it  would  bt;  17  curr^^nt 

BMTt  of  hu  hutoiT  which  belong  to  equally  truly  from  B.  C.  703. 

V.C.  567  B.C.  187,  Utv  d«te«  thia  '  xxix.  .15— ux.  3:  cf.  Zonaraa,  ix. 

Inquiry  17  TMun  before.     He  certainly  11.  457  A— 13.  4,^^  B. 

I  it  himMlf  to  hart  been  inHti-  "  viii.  6-48.             ■  viii.  13-16. 
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There  can  he  no  doubt  that  the  battle  of  Znma  was  foufi^ht 
before  the  uert  winter.  There  coold  not  consc(|uently  have 
been  more  thou  cue  cumpaigu  in  Africaj  before  that  of  the 
j-ear  of  Zama:  ami  if  thin  wa»  that  of  B.C.  202,  the  former 
must  have  been  that  of  B.  C.  203.  The  year  of  Zama,  B.  0. 
203,  caunot  be  called  in  question.  It  is  Bxed  by  the  eclipse 
of  October  10  that  year.  It  appears  even  from  Livy  that 
Hannibal  cvaciiatet)  Italy,  jtiisl  licfore  thia  battle,  Sextofle- 
cimo  annoT,  or  Post  scxtumdecimum  nnnnm'.  Now  he  ar- 
rived in  Ilaly  at  the  end  of  October,  or  the  be^nning  of 
November,  B.C.  218;  ha  it  might  be  proved  to  a  demon- 
stration both  from  tlie  account  of  his  jiasxagc  of  the  A)pR, 
and  from  the  course  of  subsequent  events  down  to  the  battles 
of  Ticinus  and  Trebia.  We  Hbiitl  occ  hei-eafler  that  he  ijuitted 
it  to  return  to  Africa  iu  the  month  uf  September.  If  so 
these  statements  of  Livy's  cimnot  be  understood  of  less  thaa 
16  years  complete  ;  and  the  fimt  being  dated  October  B.  C. 
218  the  last  would  expire  in  or  before  October  B.C.  202. 
Polybius  speaka  of  Hannibal  an  baring  been  17  years  inccv 
santly  warring  with  the  Romans  up  to  the  date  of  Zama*; 
and  that  might  have  been  said  with  truth  any  time  after  the  j 
actual  btgiuuing  of  the  17tli  ye^r,  October  B.  C.  202.  Yet  ■ 
he  too  reckons  his  occupation  of  Italy  previoftsly  only  at  10  .< 
years  complete  '■  *. 

*  PoIyViiw  t#Il»  uk'  that  HaDDitul  n'as  nine  years  old  wbm  be  Ictt 
CarthBgc,  anil  more  than  4>;  when  he  rclurnoil  aj{ain.  for  ihc  first  iime, 
■ft«r  Znmt :  and  thnt  wan  not  many  days  Inler  than  the  battle.  Ijii-y 
reckons  this  to  lie  tlie  jfitli  ytar  since  be  hatl  ijuitttJ  Carthage  at  a  hay  i 
Sexto  oc  t]ij;esimo  pmt  anno  (|uarD  pun-  inilc  prof^clut  enii  ^.  And  that 
is  Hu)»t9inti»llf  to  th«  Kline  tfftxi  ui  the  ^tatrmirnt  of  i*i>lybitiii. 

The  mUsioii  of  Hamilcar  lii«  Tuilicr  into  Spaiti  after  itw  c1o«e  of  lb«  war 
Thh  the  mercftuirie*  may  b«  dated  about  the  btginnin^  of  Octobtfr  R.  C. 

I  «T.  ly.  f  ^;   ii.  I  )  6:  iii.  1 1.  J  ;.  mori&Uit,  XKviii. 
Cf.   Lioy,  Kxl.    I.     OiniHiii*    N*|mw,  i  x»x.  35.  3;,  (cf.  axjtr.  19.     Poly- 
Vita,  1.     Vnlrriu*  Max.  \x   iii.  3  IV  bini,  iii.  lo.  7 — is.  i)    Oroaitu,  ir. 
In  d    <Mk\    KxtrniM.       AuiHor   \fe  19. 
Tiro,  IIcuiutiAl.    Ampt-liiu,  Liiwv  Mc- 

■  idv.  1, 9 1  cf.  (  <!i  *,  1 1  to,  9.  ■  XT.  I  [,  6 :  1I.  xiiT.  9  {  5. 
>  azx-  >0,  II.  ^  xi.  It).  5  I  d*.  Vol.  f.  Diss.  t.  dt.  !■ 

■  axx.  iS:    cf.  30,  3t:    xxxit.  Ill      Mct.  TU.  [u  449. 
Ai'piaUj  «iit.  134. 
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We  need  not  hesitate  therefore  to  correct  Livy^s  date  of 
the  invasion  of  Africa,  B.C.  204,  by  B.C.  303.  It  is  true 
that  a  good  deal  of  confusion  and  perplexity  is  hereby  intro- 
duced into  part  of  hia  accounts ;  more  especially  with  regard 
to  the  b^nningB  and  the  endings  of  some  consular  years. 
But  for  this  he  himself  is  responsible.  In  the  survey  which 
we  propose  to  institute  of  the  events  of  these  two  years  we 
ahall  pay  no  regard  to  any  thing  but  the  actual  matters  of 
fiuit  which  are  on  record  between  the  landing  of  Scipio  aud 
the  battle  of  Zama.  These  facts  even  in  Livy  were  most 
probably  taken  from  Polybius ;  and  the  truth  of  these  per  se 
we  have  seen  no  reason  to  call  in  question. 

u.  On  the  chrtmology  of  the  first  campaign  in  Africa,  that  of 
B.  C.  203. 
The  true  year  then  of  the  passage  of  Scipio  from  Sicily  to 
Africa  being  B.  C.  208,  we  are  told  of  the  day  before  his  de- 
partnre'  that  he  took  with  him  45  days'  supplies  of  provision 
ftw  his  army.  The  next  day  he  set  sail^^ ;  and  we  have  that 
day,  and  the  night  following,  and  sunrise  the  next  morning, 
(when  he  was  now  within  five  miles  of  the  coast  of  Africa, 
opposite  to  the  promontory  of  Hermeeum,)  each  specified  in 
its  turn:  and  then  another  night  and  another  morning,  be- 
fore he  actually  landed.  So  that  he  was  two  days  and  two 
mghis  complete,  but  no  more,  in  making  the  passage. 

337':  snd  tbis  return  of  Hannibal  to  Carthage  after  Zama  being  dated  to- 
wuds  the  end  of  October  B.  G.  aoa,  it  would  be  truly  in  the  36th  year 
from  the  former. 

Poljbins  allows  Hamilcar  mm  years  in  Spain:  'En;  axti^v  Jwvta*: 
Hasdnibal  eight' :  i.e.  ten  years  in  all  from  the  death  of  Hamilcar,  to  the 
beginning  of  the  Becond  Punic  war.  But  Hannibal  had  been  two  years  in 
oommand  before  the  riege  of  Saguntum^.  The  true  dates  are  probably  as 
follows : 

Hamilcar  Barcaa,  B.  C.  337.    Nine  years  nearly  complete. 

Haadrubal,  B.  C.  aaS.    Seven  years  and  part  of  au  oghth. 

HaDiiiba)«  B.  C.  331.    Two  years  and  six  months  before  B.  C.  aiS. 

3  Polybius,  L  88:  ii.  I.    Livy,xxi.i-      lib.  xxv. 

Cf.  Kodonu,  Fragm.  lib.  kxt.  'iii.  13:  141  15,  3:  17,  1:  cf-  33t5: 

4  ii.  11,7:  uL  la  {  7.  It.  66,8.    Livy,  xxx.  1.  3.  4.  5:  5-15: 
*  ii.  36,  I J  ii.  I,  9 !  ij,  36 !  iiL  10.      16.  41.  43.     Eutropios,  iii  3. 

17:    13,   5.     Cf.   DiodoniB,    Prsgm. 

p  LTTy,uix.  34.  »5.  d  Ibid.  17,     Cf.  Appian,  riii.  13. 
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Soon  AfKr  the  landing;  Rcipio  cstnblishcd  hia  Iicad-qu&rtera 
at  Utica";  H«uno  tlic  Cartliagiman  general  In-inf;  poHtctI  bX 
Salccn,  IT)  miieii  dutnnt :  Atid  it  is  impUixl  that  it  was  now 
the  Bummer  season'.  The  next  event  was  the  victory  orer 
HannoK.  followed  by  the  capture  of  Saleca;  but  bow  long 
after  the  landing  is  not  stated.  Some  interval  however  in 
supposed  ;  and  it  might  have  amounted  to  several  days:  par- 
ticularly nnder  ho  i^utious  a  comiuandcr  of  the  Romans  as 
Scipio,  aft^r  iimt  netting  f(jot  on  hostile  ground,  and  as  yet 
untried. 

On  the  day  of  this  rictory  too  tlic  fleet  returned  from 
Sicily'*  to  which  it  had  been  despatched  soon  after  the  laad- 
ing  iu  Africa,  with  the  booty  first  taken  on  that  occaiion' : 
and  to  go  to  Sicily  and  to  come  bftclc  again  thence,  even  with- 
out delay,  would  require  eight  or  ten  days'  time  at  least. 

After  this  there  was  an  expedition  iutu  the  interior  of  the 
country,  which  lasted  ffi«  days''.  On  the  aeventk  Scipio  re- 
turue<l  lu  \m  camp,  and  prepared  to  lay  siege  to  D'tica;  and 
when  that  siege  had  now  been  going  on  forty  days^  Syphax 
arrived  with  his  forces  and  took  post  not  far  from  Utica; 
which  circumstance  together  with  the  adnmccd  season  of  the 
vcar  induced  Scipio  to  turn  the  siege  into  a  bloekade,  and  to 
intrench  himself  on  the  promontory  within  bis  own  lines  for 
the  winter :  Jam  euim  hienis  iustabat'.  And  here  Livy 
o1o«6s  ki$  account  of  the  first  year's  proceedings  in  Africa. 

We  have  then  only  forty-sevvn  days  actually  specified. 
But  these  were  reckoned  from,  the  second  arrival  of  the  fleet 
with  fresh  supplies:  and  when  we  consider  tljnt  Scipio  took 
with  bim  45  days'  supplies  at  first,  we  shall  conctiido  it  to  be 
i^trcmely  probable  that  Ihone  \7  days  arc  to  be  reckoned 
from  the  close  of  these  -15  days ;  and  that  both  the  mission  of 
the  fleet  to  Sicily  and  its  return  to  Africa  again  were  piir- 
poscly  so  ordered  that  these  fresh  supplies  for  the  amiy 
slioiild  come  in  just  as  the  first  were  ubout  to  f»il.  On  this 
principle  the  entire  duration  of  the  campaign,  from  the  date 
of  the  departure  from  Sicily  to  the  time  of  the  arrival  of 


i 


•  Urj.  xXix.  j8.  _14.  C'f.  Appi&n, 
Till.  14.  LuniD,  l^rMli*,  jt.  ^85.  f>^(- 
bto. 

'  CX  Uvy,  ulK.  iK. 

C  Lhy.  nix.  ,14.  ^5. 


k   Ibid    .;,:,.  I   fhid.  ay. 

k  Ibid.  .15.    <.'r.  App'ui,  riii.  14-16. 
'  Uvj,  xx\k.  35 1  cf.  xxx.j.    Ap- 
|>uui,  sin.  16.     74Ht»,na,  ix.  U. 
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Kvphax  and  of  Scipio'«  going  into  winter  qiiftrters,  may  he 
F&timntcd  as  nenrly  ft<  possible  nt  -l*>  +  'l-7  or  92  dnys.  And 
aincc  it  is  cleArly  supposed  tliat  tlicir  terniiiiation  coincided 
with  tlic  exfrtmum  nurtuMrii,  the  oaly  question  vrill  be  wliat 
is  to  be  undcr»lwjd  by  the  ertreimtm  mictumni?  wlietber 
the  autumtxtil  equinox  mcreiy,  or  the  beginning  of  winter? 
mt  least  of  that  period  of  the  year  whicli  vns  ordinarily  so 
cnHcd  in  these  timcA? 

In  our  opinion,  this  hitter  only  could  hare  been  mcnnt  by 
it.  Tbe  autumnal  eqninox  merely  never  could  have  been 
styled  the  extrcmuui  aucttimni.  The  beginning  of  the  winter 
on  the  other  h«nd,  properly  so  culled,  must  have  been  tbe 
end  of  the  atitutun ;  and  tbe  beginuiug  of  winter,  in  tbe  ordi- 
ttury  sense  of  tbe  p1ira»c  Ht  this  period  of  antiquity,  vi\»  tbnt 
aenaon  of  the  uutural  year  which  coincided  with  tbe  \\Kt\6.h»v 
h6<rn ;  tbe  cosmical  setting  of  the  Pleiads.  Wc  sbnll  bavc 
sion  to  shew  that  B.  (.'.  '1-7,  when  Jnlins  Caesar  and  the 
tizans  of  Pompcy  were  warring  wiib  each  other  in  the 
•ame  part  of  Africa,  the  date  of  tbis  natural  ]ihonomenon  for 
tho«c  latitudes  nas  reckoned  to  be  about  November  l!^  or  13: 
luid  it  could  not  bate  been  more  than  a  day  earber,  for  the 
•ame  latitude,  B.  C.  203.  Let  us  u»sume  then  that  Livy's 
ertremum  auvtumni  in  thin  iuKtancc  wn»  reckoned  from  Ko- 
vonibcr  12.  Ninety-two  da}'8  before  that  date  take  us  back 
to  Aagnnt  12;  as  the  most  probable  dat£  of  tbe  commence- 
ment of  alt  tbeBC  proceedings,  that  of  the  departure  from 
Sicily. 

If  now  we  turn  to  oiu*  Kouian  calendar  of  this  year  wc  find 
I  tbot  this  date  of  August  12  that  year  was  falling  on  Septem- 
ber 15  Romau  ;  and  from  September  15  Uoinan  to  October  31 
Roman,  there  would  be  just  45  days.  It  wa8  a  rule  of  tbe 
military  service  among  the  Komans,  that  the  soldiers  should 
go  ou  no  eKpcditiuu  with  tes!i  than  half  a  moutb'a  suppUes; 
Ferre  plu»  diuudiitti  mensis  cibiirin'".  Scipio  was  acting 
agreeably  to  this  rule  in  the  prewnt  instance;  only,  for  tlic 
special  reasons  of  the  case,  as  be  was  preparing  to  invade 
Africa,  be  extended  it  to  a  month  and  a  half,  instead  of  half 
a  month  Dierely*.     We  thus  account  iu  a  very  natural  muu* 

*  It  in  observslile  (Livy  xxis.  35]  Uuil,  of  tlicM  45  dajrs'  proviwost 
"  Cioctv,  TnK-vbiiK,  H.  16,  y,. 
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ner  for  his  tnkmg  with  him  45  days'  6up|>U«».  'they  -men 
iDteoiled  t-o  last  from  the  middle  of  the  month  in  which  he 
vaa  vettiDg  out  (September  Roman)  to  the  end  of  the  neit, 
(October.)  Mor(K)vor  it  appears  frum  Livy  that  com  luuTMt 
•woB  still  K^iing  on  in  Africa,  nlien  he  arrin^d'^;  and  Uwt 
might  actunlly  be  the  cnse  on  and  af^  August  ]4<.  Tbe 
moon  too  B.C.  203  was  new  on  August  2;  and  thereTove 
August  12,  the  diLte  of  the  depnrtnrc  from  Sicily,  waa  tlie 
lunar  eleventh ;  a  very  farourable  time  of  the  lunar  roontb 
for  setting  out :  when  Scipio  might  calculate  upon  liglit  by 
night  as  well  as  by  day ;  and  at  the  onliuary  nite  of  the 
passage  to  Africa  from  Sicily,  (tliree  or  four  days  and  night*) 
might  expect  t-o  reach  his  destination  about  the  full  of  the 
moon. 

The  mo8t  remarkable  coincidence  howora-  about  thew 
dates  in  thi* ;  that  October  ftl  Iloroan  this  ycftf,  the  46th 
(lay  from  September  15  Roman,  fell  on  September  26 :  and 
September  20  at  this  time  was  the  date  of  the  mean  au- 
tumnal equinox  for  any  meridiau  in  Africa ;  September  37, 
or  even,  as  it  mipht  be  reckoned,  September  26^  was  that  of 
the  true.  It  was  most  probably  this  coincidence  which  de- 
termined Seipio  to  take  with  him  ^  days'  suppKos  eradly ; 
and  which  brought  back  his  fleet  a  second  time  with  fresh 
supplies  Bpi«irently  on  the  very  day  of  the  equinox  itwlf, 
September  25  or  26.  It  is  with  the  utmost  propriety^  too 
thtit  47  days,  reckoned  from  September  ^  exclusive,  might 
be  supposed  to  have  extended  to  the  extrcmum  auctumni 
Norembcr  11,  reckoned  inclusively. 

We  arc  of  opinion  therefore  that  the  actual  date  of  the  de- 
parture from  Sicily  on  this  African  expedition  in  all  proba- 
bility was  xTi  Kalcndos  Octobrcs*  U.C.551  Varr.  August  12 

15  days*  prorisions  w«re  eotta .-  that  is  already  drasMd  nady  br 
Thew  w«r«  the  dimidiati  menaia  cibam  properly  «o  called ;  nA  It 
eurioo*  coincidence  that,  if  be  was  settinft  Mil  on  the  15th  Sepi 
Romaa,  they  wtrc  calmlued  U>  IsU  junC  one  day  more  thaa  l»df  thai 
monlh. 

*  li  id  observable  loo  thai,  in  rtxlng  on  ihtc  day  lur  aottiiig  asil,  ftcipie 
wu  nvoiding  the  die*  poatrirluanus,  srii  Kafendas  Octobm,  September  14 
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B.  C.  203 ;  that  of  the  landing  in  AMca  was  xiv  Kalendas 
Octobrea,  August  14 :  the  length  of  the  first  campaign  in 
Afiica  vas  92  days ;  and  the  date  of  the  commencement  of 
the  blockade  of  Utica  for  the  winter  was  xit  Kalendas  Janu- 
arias,  December  18  Roman,  (December  this  year  having  SO 
days,  and  not  29  merely,)  November  12. 

Section  II. — Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  i.  7.  356  days. 
U.C.  55a  Varr.  551  Cap.  549  Polyb.  B.C.  303-202. 

Ti.  Oaudius  Nero 

M.  ServiliuH  (Pulex)  Gemiaua. 


Kalende  Jannante  Nov.  25  B.  C.  203.  Nundinal  Char.  4. 

L  On  the  chronology  of  the  second  year's  campaign,  that  of 

B.  C.  202.     Date  <^the  surprise  qfthe  camp  of  Syphax  and 

4^  thai  of  the  Carthaginians. 

As  the  accounts  of  Polybius  come  in  after  the  first  year  of 
the  proceedings  in  AMca^  we  shall  assume  these  as  the  text 
of  our  review  of  the  chronology  of  those  of  the  second  year ; 
or  of  such  parts  of  them  as  are  calculated  to  illustrate  the 
ealendar ;  making  use  of  Livy's  also,  or  of  any  others  which 
are  available  for  our  purpose,  along  with  them. 

The  first  event  of  this  second  year  was  the  attack  made  by 
Sdpio  by  night  on  the  camp  of  Syphax  and  that  of  Hasdru- 
bal<*.  This  attempt  was  preceded  by  negotiations  between 
him  and  SyphaxP :  which  led  to  no  result  but  that  of  sug- 
gestii^  to  Scipio  the  first  idea  of  the  attempt.  Polybius 
dates  the  beginning  of  these  negotiations  while  it  was  still 
the  winter  seasons ;  the  close,  'Et»S^  rh  ykv  r^s  laptvrts  &pai 
{mi^nuvev  jf^i'^:  Livy  too  when  Jam  veris  principium  erat'. 
These  intimations  for  such  a  cUmate  as  that  of  Carthage  can 
scarcely  be  understood  of  a  later  time  in  the  natural  year 

Roman ;  a  day  no  doubt  already  proacribed  as  tUer  and  retigioaua  for  any 
auch  enteiprize  aa  this,  whether  ^ther  of  the  other  two  An  pottriduani 
yet  waa  so  or  not.    See  Diss.  v.  ch.  iii.  sect.  iv.  i.  480. 

•  PolfbioB,  jir.  1-5.  6.    Liry,  xxx.  ▼.  tg.    Oroain*,  W.  18. 

3-6.  7.    Appian,  viii.  17-34.    Cf.  Zo<  P  Polybios,  xtv.  i,  1-6.    liTj,  zzz. 

BanB,ix.  IS.  438C— 13.  44t  B.  Siliiu  3.   Appian,  viiL  17.    Dio,  Fragm.  Ixt. 

Italiciu,  XTii.  S3-gi :  175-178.    Flo-  Q  xit.  1.  |  3-15.    Cf.6.  |  7. 

nis,  ii.  6.  }  36.    mntuins,  1.  it  i :  il.  '  Ibid.  3.  {  t.             ■  zzz.  4. 
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thou  the  begiuning  of  March  :  though  Livy  himself  odls  the 
qunrtent  uf  the  Carthngiiiimis  at  this  verv  Lime  their  hiber- 
naculu*;  as  if  it  n-as  still  (riiiU;r  in  Africa. 

Now  the  cauipa  of  the  CHrthagininns  and  of  Syphax  respect- 
iTcly  wore  tun  ittadus  asunder  from  each  oMier,  and  sixty  stades 
diatimt  from  the  Hues  of  Scipio".  The  most  significant  cir- 
cumstance in  the  account  of  the  attempt  is  consequently 
thift;  That  having  this  distance  to  march  Scipio  set  ont  'Apri 
kttyovTfjs  rijs  irpwnjf  ^&Aairi;s*',  or,  as  Livy  describes  the  time. 
Ad  priiuum  ferme  vigiliaiD';  and  so  proportioned  Ibc  rat« 
of  his  march  as  to  anive  at  his  destination  Utpi  r^i*  rpiniv 
0vXaici|r  \i'iyai<{ras;  or  according  to  Livy,  Media  nocte :  baving 
conscfiucEitty  Kpunt  six  hnnrs  on  the  road,  and  marched  at 
the  rate  of  one  of  our  niilcH  an  hour.  It  is  clear  that  he  had 
an  object  in  \'iew  in  so  doing ;  and  that'  could  be  nothing 
except  that  so  he  might  reach  the  enemy's  camp  at  a  cer- 
tain time,  and  not  buforc  it.  It  appears  further  tlrnt  from 
the  time  of  his  arriviil  tbure  the  uight  was  dark?' :  bat 
not  sooner. 

Now  ifwcmay  assume  that  this  attempt  whs  made  soon  after 
the  beginning  of  March;  the  date  of  the  true  vernal  equinox 
at  this  time  being  March  2^,  soon  after  midnight,  the  &rst 
watch  of  the  night  would  expire  about  8.30  r.  m.  of  our  time, 
and  the  third  aliont  2.3Q  a.  m.  As  the  moon,  at  7  or  8  days 
old,  jiets  about  midnight ;  at  9  or  10  days  old  it  commonly 
sets  about  two  hours  af^er  midnight.  We  may  perceive  then 
in  these  circumstances  a  very  significant  intimation  that  the 
time  chosen  by  Scipio  for  this  attempt  must  have  been  when 
there  was  a  moon  nine  or  ten  days  ohl ;  which  would  give 
light  until  after  midnight  for  a  miu'ch  of  this  kind,  but  might 
be  expected  to  set  towards  the  cud  uf  the  third  watch  of  the 
night,  when  Scipio  proposed  to  come  upon  the  enemy*. 

*  In  tlir  circumsUncM  of  this  attempt  of  Scipio't  B.  C  303,  ibtn  i«  a 
rtmarkuble  lesccnbloDce  lo  tho«o  wliipb  an  recorded  uf  Anius'  oa  Sicyon, 
B.C.  igi :  which  we  iray  nime  time  or  otlier  have  occasion  to  expLoiD  ia 
Qliutiatioa  of  the  Sicyuninn  caJeadu-.     That  attempt  was  made  on  tUm 

'  XKX.  3,  ^  :  cf.  Ajipiiui.  riir.  36. 
Heluo  lialva  Uw  allinnitt  in  tlw  winter  i 
1>u[  i1k>  Mntc  wtuitT  M  lliBt  of  the 
fHtt«  of  Utin :  et.  iti. 

u   Polybilui,  siv.  4.  J  I  :   1.  S  '*• 


-   II.W..1.  «5:  4.  S  1.1,3- 
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r  Polybiiu,  xlv.  4.  f  y     Liry,  loe. 
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The  principal  mooD  of  this  year,  B.  C.  202,  Period  xiii. 
Cycle  ix.  3  of  our  General  Lunar  Tables,  fell  on  March  26 
at  midnight :  and  that  is  confirmed  by  the  solar  eclipse^  at 
the  next  new  moon,  April  25,  7.30  p.  m.  Paris.  The  moon  of 
Febmary  consequently  must  have  fallen  Feb.  24  or  25  at 
midnight ;  and  the  ninth  lunar  day  of  that  moon  would  be 
banning  or  complete  March  5  at  midnight.  We  are  en- 
tirely of  opinion  that  this  was  the  moon  which  Scipio  fixed 
upon  for  his  purpose.  He  set  out  consequently  on  the  night 
of  March  4,  between  8  and  9  p.  h.  ;  and  arrived  at  the  ene- 
my^B  camp  and  succeeded  in  his  object  to  the  utmost  of  his 
wish  between  2  and  3  in  the  momiog  of  March  5. 

The  first  confirmation  of  this  date  may  be  derived  from 
the  Punic  calendar  of  the  time  being,  if  we  are  only  aware 
that  there  was  one  day  in  that  calendar  infamous  for  national 
calamities  and  misfortunes,  especially  in  war ;  the  22nd  of 
the  months.  The  Punic  Thoth  at  this  time  was  to  be  reck- 
oned from  the  3rd  of  the  Thoth  of  Nabonassar* :  and  it  bore 
date  in  this  year  October  15  B.  C.  203  Nab.  546.  The  Punic 
Tybi  consequently  bore  date  February  12  B.C.  202 j  and  the 
22nd  of  that  month  was  March  5  at  midnight :  the  very  day 
on  which  Scipio  executed  his  design  on  the  Punic  encamp- 
ments. 

ii.  On  the  date  of  the  capture  of  Sypkax. 
The  next  confirmation  of  the  above  conclusion  is  the  date 
of  the  defeat  of  Syphax  by  Lcelius  and  Masinissa,  when  he 
himself  was  made  prisoner.  We  apprehend  that  this  waa 
the  event  to  which  Ovid  alluded  in  the  first  of  the  two  lines, 
quoted  supra^ ; 

Pofitera  lux  melior :  Buperat  Masiniasa  Sypfaacem — 

and  if  so,  its  date  must  have  been  the  Roman  June  23,  which 
coincided  this  year  with  the  Julian  May  14.  Between  May  14 
and  March  5  there  would  be  an  interval  of  70  days  com- 

lanar  9th,  which  coincided  that  year  with  Feb.  5-6;  and  Aratus  then  loo 
came  on  the  city  at  the  same  time  of  the  morning,  and  just  as  the  mooa 
wu  Mttiog. 

■  See  sa|i»,  note,  p.  44.  ■  d.  our  Puti  Catholid,  voL  i.  671. 

^  Page  40. 
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plete:  and  wc  hnvc  to  conaidcr  in  what  ninnucr  tbat  must 
hare  bceii,  or  might  have  been,  filled  up. 

In  the  first  place  both  Polybius  and  Lh-y  concur  to  imply 
tbtit  the  deliberations  at  Carthage,  about  the  prosecntion  of 
the  war,  after  the  recent  miBfortune,  could  not  have  begun 
uutil  the  next  day,  Afarch  0.  For  the  fwllection  of  a  fresh 
araiy  Polybius''  allows  3(>  dayti,  March  ti  to  April  5;  and 
during  that  time  Seipio  was  prosecuting  the  siege  of  Utica*. 
This  army  when  formed  encamped  in  the  MeyoAo  nthUi^ :  and 
at  these  were  fire  days'  march  from  Utica^,  it  would  require 
fire  days  to  carry  the  news  of  its  being  ai^sembled  there  {the 
Fama  rediutegrati  belli  as  Liv^'  terms  it")  to  Utica;  and  five 
days  more  to  niurcU  tliither  from  Utica:  leu  days  in  all, 
April  6—15. 

On  the  fifth  day  aftur  the  arrival  of  the  Romans,  (April  20,) 
according  to  Po5ybinsF,  the  battle  was  fought  in  which  tlic 
Carthaginians  were  again  defeated  ;  Hasdnihal  rncaping  to 
Carthage,  SypliMX  to  his  own  coimtrj'*.  In  the  Punic  calen- 
dar April  ^0  corresponded  to  the  8th  of  Pliameuotb. 

The  mission  of  Lselius  and  Mnsiuissa  in  pursuit  of  Syphax 
after  this  battle  is  mentioned  by  PolybiuK  also)*;  but  here 
■lis  accountH  break  oti".  Livy  however  continues  them ; 
doting  the  mission  the  day  after  the  battle',  April  21 ;  and 
their  arrival  in  Nnraidia,  (which  means  at  Cirta'',)  on  the 
15th  day  after' :  and  that  would  imply  that  Cirta  was  204 
Boman  miles  at  least  distant  from  the  Magni  Campi  at  the 
rate  of  H  miles  a  day.  Thew  different  notes  of  time  extend 
down  to  May  5;  that  is,  within  nine  dayii  only  of  Ovid's 
daty  of  the  last  and  decisive  battle,  in  which  Syphax  wiia 
made  prisoner,  May  11.  This  is  the  next  thing  related  by 
Livy"* :  and  though  he  does  not  say  how  long  it  was  after  the 

*  Livy  dalM  this  battle  as  if  on  (he  liftli  day  after  tlie  Roinaiit  Ht  out 
from  Utica.  Dui  tfao  Gftli  after  their  arriTal  Bt  ihe  Magni  Campi.  If  he 
look  bis  occouQls  from  Polybius  tbia  doe*  not  apeak  well  for  the  exacCoen 
with  wbicb  he  must  hare  cgpied  him. 


'  ?ol;tiii».  xk.  6.  {  1-13.     Iii7, 
xxx..  7-     Ap|iian,  riii.  if. 

•  Ibiil.  tt.  i  I.     Uty,  txx.  K. 

'  Poljbiiu,  xiv.  8.  i  I. 

r  Ibid.  K.    I   2-^.   t4  ;   cf.   9.   (   G. 


Lity,  XXX.  8.  I>  xtt.  u.  (  3.  J. 

>  K&x,  9.  It.     AptriMi.  v^i.  36- 
^  zu.  II.  IS,     L'f.  ApflMt,  viii.  at. 

106.   Uio,  Fn|;in.  \x\\.     Mawniii  tn 

titia  bailie   liimwilf  mnilr  Sfphu  prf- 

»0fiCT.     IImkv  Ovid'i 


^Biwnit  UwiBtom  !*7ptiMviD. 
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arriral  of  Lsiliua  mid  T^tiuuiiissii  at  Cirta,  every  one  must 
itlbw  thAt  it  might  have  been  iiino  days;  and  tlint  there  is 
notbJDg  any  where  on  record  to  impeach  the  credihility  of 
die  traditionaty  date  of  this  victory,  consigned  to  the  Iloman 
cslcoilar  at  the  Ume  and  banded  down  by  Orid.  It»  date 
m  the  Punie  calcudoi'  would  be  the  second  of  Pliamiutbi. 

lii.  Oa  the  chronoloijif  of  the  red  qf  the  campaign  qf  B,  C.  202^ 
down  to  tlie  battle  of  Zaina. 

With  regard  to  the  intermediate  cients  from  May  14  to 
October  19,  (the  date  of  the  battle  of  Zama,)  we  shall  pro- 
bably best  be  alilc  to  fix  the  chronological  position  of  cncb,  if 
vc  tmce  tbem  not  forwards  from  May  14,  (though  that  might 
be  cousidfred  s  well  ascertained  date,)  but  backwards  from 
October  10,  which  is  a  still  more  ocrtain  {toint  of  time. 

Now,  if  the  date  of  the  battle  of  Zama  was  October  19, 
tlint  of  the  eonfuronce  between  Hnunibnl  and  Scipio,  (which 
St  is  agreed^  preceded  the  battle  by  one  day  only,]  must  have 
been  October  18:  that  of  the  arrival  of  MasiniMa  at  the 
Ofemp  of  ^^cipio  the  day  before  this  mnst  liave  been  October 
17:  that  of  the  mission  of  the  spies,  said  to  have  been  sent  by 
Hannibal  to  the  catnp  of  the  Romans,  and  aAernards  that  of 
the  hendd  to  propose  the  conference,  must  have  beeu  the 
day  before,  October  16,  if  both  took  place  ou  the  same  day ; 
or  rather  as  we  apprehend  to  have  been  more  truly  the  case, 
that  of  the  herald  was  October  16,  and  that  of  the  spies  was 
October  15  n  :  and  we  should  thus  have  four  succesaive  da3rB 
before  the  battle,  October  15  to  October  18  ;  distinctly  aaccr- 
tained  by  all  our  authorities. 

At  this  point  of  time  however,  viz.  that  w  bieh  precedes  the 
noMnon  of  these  spies,  a  very  importiuit  fact  is  mentioned  by 
Appian*";  viz.  that  before  the  commission  of  hostilities  ou 
either  side  Ilnnnibal  Kont  word  to  Scipio  of  the  'tiva\Siv  XCavs: 
i.  e.  that  some  truce  or  indnciie  was  at  an  end  ;  the  first  thing 
done  by  him  after  this  notification  being  to  send  the  spics- 
In  this  statement  indued  Appian  etauds  alone;  bat  that  cir- 
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cnmstance  merely  is  not  sufficient  to  discredit  it.  And 
tliough  the  context  of  hi»  accounts^  would  imply  that  this 
WHS  a  truce,  concluded  n^ith  .Scipio  since  the  arrival  of  Han- 
nibal at  Kama*^  through  the  iuterveation  of  Masini&sa;  there 
is  no  authority  fur  the  supposition  of  any  such  truce  cither 
iu  the  frngiueuts  of  Polybius,  or  in  the  fuller  «ud  more  cir- 
cumstantial accounts  of  Li*\v,  which  were  no  doubt  taken  in 
a  groat  raeasuro  from  Polyhius  also*. 

The  truth  is  tliat  these  were  the  ^^t•o\al  granted  for  a  oer- 
tain  leugth  of  time  to  the  Cartha^niaus  at  their  own  reque«t, 
aAcr  the  capture  of  Syphax ;  iu  order  that  tliey  might  send 
mn  embassy  to  Home  to  treat  fur  peaco ;  as  Appiau  himself 
relatcsP.  There  is  no  other  truce  on  record  before  the  battle 
of  Zama ;  and  this  wa-t  not  yet  at  an  cud  when  Hannibal  him- 
self arrived  in  Africa  from  Italy.  It  is  agreed  that  it  was  the 
accession  of  confidence  inspired  by  bis  arriviil  which  deter- 
mined the  CartbagiuiauB  to  resume  hostilities  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  truce ;  as  they  did  by  the  atCuek  on  the 
Roman  corn  shi]i!)'i :  and  it  was  Ktill  uoniiuatly  continuing 
when  the  Carthaginian  ambassadors  returning  from  Home 
with  Liclius  cnmc  into  the  bauds  of  Scipio  at  Uticn'. 

It  seems  to  uit  therefore  that  without  calling  in  question 
the  fact  (hat  Hannibal,  just  before  the  battle  of  Zama,  sent 


•  Ai>ptRn>  account  of  tlie  iart  Iwo  jwars  of  the  Bccood  Punic  vrar  can- 
not be  (Icpciidcd  gn.  He  has  confoimiicd  the  evonts  qI  distinct  ywre'. 
He  iiiiipoHes  a  double  cmbaEHv  from  Carthage  to  Rfimc,  before  the  re- 
turn of  Hnnnib&l  tr>  Africa-;  for  the  second  of  wbich  ibcrc  it  no  other 
authority.  And  wliat  is  more  he  i?\'cn  eiippoMa  that  jjcncc  hiul  bwn  made 
ia  consequence  uf  the  miKaion  of  the  firal  of  these  cmlinssics,  Irefora  the  re- 
turn of  liannibHl ;  and  that  the  second  rinbficKy  w-y«  ^ent  to  Rome  to  have 
it  confinni-d  by  uaib  ibeni  on  Ltic  part  of  tbc  eonsiiU,  before  the  arri%'s]  of 
Hannibal  in  Afrira  also :  and  that  Lhia  was  abniplly  ordered  an-ay  from 
Rome,  only  after  the  newa  arrived  of  lite  breach  of  the  retreat  B^reement  of 
peoro  by  the  CarthagiiiiaiiJi^;  fur  none  of  wbich  reprcwnlaiions  docs  any 
fouodetlon  ap}>CBr  in  Polytnus,  or  in  Liry. 


1  viii.  ifi.  il^. 


3  TiM.  Jl-Ji- 


«  nii.34..;5. 


n  TM.  iti-3<>.  "  Tbid.  36. 

P  Ibid,  jti-  16-iK. 
«  Pidybtuji,  Kv.  ).  1.  8.  f  6-<j.  17,  ^. 
18.  %  ,t.     Lwy,  m.  34.     Appiau,  riii. 


'  rnljbius,  IT.  4.  i  5.  Lirj,  xntL 
If-  Jt7-  Appuui,  viii.  3^.  IKo,  Piwm. 
div.  Eqiropiui.iii.  11.  VaJeriu*  Max. 
vi.  4  De  Fide.  Dimln™-!,  Tngm.  lib. 
sxvii. 


CH.  3.  B.  2.    Irregular  Calendar.  Cycle  I  B.  C.  208—185.     61 

word  to  Scipio  of  the  expiration  of  some  truce,  (though  it 
Teats  eatirelj  on  the  authority  of  Appiao,)  it  may  be  ex- 
plained consisteutly  with  the  real  nature  and  actual  course  of 
events  before  and  after  this  battle,  by  understanding  this 
truce  of  that  which  had  been  conceded  to  the  Carthaginians 
for  the  sake  of  sending  the  embassy  to  Rome ;  which  embassy 
too  at  this  very  time  had  only  just  returned.  And  since  it 
appears  that  this  notice  was  given  the  day  before  the  mission 
of  the  spies ;  if  the  spies  were,  sent  on  October  15,  the  notice 
must  have  been  given  on  the  14th :  and  therefore  the  truce 
must  have  expired  on  the  14th. 

Now  the  conclusion  respecting  the  date  of  its  expiration 
thus  obtained  is  strikingly  confirmed  by  tlie  testimony  of  the 
Funic  calendar  of  the  time  being.  The  first  of  the  Punic 
Tboth  Nab.  547  was  October  15  B.  C.  202  j  and  consequently 
the  last  day  of  the  truce,  October  14,  was  the  last  day  of  the 
Punic  year.  The  length  of  this  truce  is  specified  by  Eutro- 
pius  only" ;  and  it  appears  irom  him  that  it  was  for  45  days, 
one  month  and  one  half  of  equable  time  exactly :  which,  it 
must  be  allowed,  is  a  very  critical  coincidence,  and  does  much 
to  authorize  the  inference  that  it  was  actually  concluded  45 
days  before  the  end  of  the  current  Punic  year,  October  14; 
and  therefore  on  August  31st  the  21at  of  the  Funic  Epiphi. 
If  we  look  at  these  Julian  dates  in  the  Roman  calendar  for 
the  time  being,  we  find  August  31  falling  on  Pridie  Idus 
Octobres,  and  October  14  on  iv  Kalendas  Decembres,  No- 
vember 27  Roman :  in  neither  of  which  is  any  such  remark- 
able coincidence  discoverable  as  that  which  has  just  been 
pointed  out  in  the  Punic  calendar  of  the  time  being;  in 
which  the  first  of  these  dates  fell  on  the  21st  of  the  last 
month  but  one,  and  the  second  on  the  last  day  of  the  current 
year  itself*. 

*  It  is  not  Burpriaing  to  fiod  terms  or  intervals  of  this  kiod,  measured 
by  months,  reckoned  in  the  calendar  of  Carthage,  rather  than  in  that  of 
Rome ;  especially  as  the  Carthaginians  were  so  much  more  concerned  in 
them  than  the  Romans.  On  the  next  occasion  of  the  same  kind  (after 
Zama)  a  rpiitjjvoy,  or  term  of  three  months,  was  granted  for  the  same  pur- 
pose I :  and  in  the  course  of  the  subsequent  negotiations,  an  interval  of  30 
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The  date  of  tbU  truce  then  haiia),;  been  August  31,  and 
that  of  the  defeat  Hud  capture  of  Sypbax  )ii-c\ioui(ly  having 
been  i/L&y  14-;  the  intcrtutjiHtite  eveuts  must  have  lakvu  up 
the  term  of  100  days.  M'hat  these  were  we  do  not  know 
with  9uffiricri)t  rxactncss  to  be  enabled  to  pronounce  roncem- 
ing  them  whether  they  were  competent  to  hare  filled  up  that 
interval  or  not.  If  Cirta  was  15  days'  journey  distant  from 
the  McyoAa  -Ktlla,  it  iras  2U  days'  juurucy  dUtaut  Irom  L'lica; 
and  it  Mould  require  tlmt  luugtb  uf  time  at  least  to  send 
Sypbax  from  Cirta  to  Uticii*.  To  say  uotlung  of  the  delay 
interposed  by  the  marriage  of  Mnsinissii  to  Sophonisba"; 
the  reduction  of  the  cities  of  Numidia  by  hiiu  aud  I^iua" 
would  take  up  more  or  teas  time :  and  it  might  very  |)OSMibly 
have  tnkcn  up  the  greater  part  of  the  intorval  in  question. 
Their  return  to  Utica  after  this  would  require  another  20 
days  ;  and  if,  as  Appiau  iuforuis  usi,  nlien  Mnnuissa  himself 
returned  to  t'tica  Sopbonisba  was  left  nt  Cirta ;  the  sequel 
of  her  tragical  stor}'  from  beginniug  to  end  might  require 
aimtlior  forty  days  for  its  trausactiouT.  On  the  whole  it  is 
far  from  im))robahlo  that  three  moutlis  at  least  might  actually 
Lave  el»pHed  bt^furu  LicHus  was  sent  with  Syphax  to  lionie* ; 
before  which  there  is  uo  mention  even  in  Livy  of  any  appli- 
cation of  the  Carthaginians  to  Scipio  about  the  truce  *,  or  of 
the  miasion  of  any  embassy  of  theirs  to  Home  to  treat  for 
peace.  We  read  in  him''  of  three  days  granted  to  the  Car- 
thagiuiauii,  to  coueider  upon  the  ultimatum  of  Scipio ;  which 
being  understood  of  oue  day  for  returuiug  from  LUica  to 
Carthage,  onu  day  for  delibcr»tion  at  Carthage,  and  one  day 

dsfi,  of  6o  days,  of  150  days-,  re«[>eclively,  for  Huch  and  auch  porpoaas 
oonDrctcd  M-ith  thrse  ))rocr«]in|pi,  is  aUo  incMilionpil.  All  t1ic*«  nn  cnea- 
sufcs  of  Integra]  noctidiurnal  in  integral  tnenstmal  time,  by  tbo  equtble 
calendar;  bul  nut  by  llic  Uoinan:  and  th«j-  Vfi^-  plainly  imply  that  the 
calenilar  by  which  they  n-cre  rerkmiei)  iniuct  have  bc»n  the  equable  one; 
aa  thf  Punic  calendar  wati  at  ibis  time. 
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for  comiD^  bnck  to  Utina.  will  imply  that  their  R)iplicntion 
ubout  the  trut'*^  was  ninde  on  or  just  before  August  28,  the 
KXith  liny  frooi  May  14 ;  and  that  these  three  daya  were 
August  29,  August  30,  and  August  31,  respectively,  Epipbi 
lUj  2(>,  and  21  \a  their  owu  calendar. 

Livy  adds  that  deputies  were  seut  by  iliQui  to  ratify  the 
truce  with  Scipio,  aud  ainbassadom  to  Uonie  to  tn:at  for 
peace,  at  one  aud  the  &aiiie  timc^ ;  hut  it  is  mure  prohal>ie 
that  the  same  persons  were  sent  by  them  H.rst  to  Scipio  for 
oae  of  these  purposes  njid  then  to  Rome  for  the  other :  since 
it  appears  that  their  ambassadors  to  Rome  at  last  were  ac- 
companied by  a  lef^tc  of  Scipio'*  aUo,  <^  Knlvius  Gilio', 
This  cinbaasy  therefore  must  have  been  seut  at  the  beg^iuniug 
of  Sejiteniber :  and  therefore  it  would  not  arrive  in  Italy 
before  the  middle  of  that  month.  Liuliua  with  lis  prisoner 
Sypiiax  had  been  come  snys  Livy ''  Multis  ante  diebus  :  and 
if  fae  was  despatched  from  Africa  before  the  middle  of 
August  that  could  not  f»ll  to  be  the  case.  He  had  even 
completed  his  business  at  Rome,  and.  was  aln-ady  ou  his  tray 
back  to  Africa,  when  the  arrival  of  the  embassy  at  PuleoU 
caused  him  to  be  ix-oilled.  And  we  have  seen  that  he  re- 
turned with  these  ambussiulors  himself  at  last  ". 

The  mission  of  this  embassy  then  must  have  taken  place 
in  i!^cptcmhcr ;  anil  its  return  in  October.  It  was  during  its 
absence  that  the  Carthaginiiuis  committed  the  outrage  oa 
the  Roman  oonvoj  imdcr  Octaviua ;  bound  from  Sicily  to 
Africa,  with  supplies  for  the  army,  and  driven  ou  shore  oC 
.;:Kgimurum  30  utiles  from  Cai'tlinge^  Consequently  in  Sep* 
tembcr;  but  probably  towards  the  very  eud  of  the  mouth. 
Diodorus  imphesE  that  this  convoy  was  despatched  from  Sicily 
nSXcT  corn-harvest ;  and  that  could  not  fail  to  be  over  there 
by  the  middle  of  September.  It  is  obsorvahle  that  it  set  sail 
with  an  eitat  wind ;  and  was  driven  ou  shore  by  a  change 
from  the  cast  to  the  south-west  (Africus) :  which  may  be  an 
argument  of  a  time  of  the  vear  later  than  the  cessation 
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Etenan  winds,  whiuli  the  Hiicienta  comnionly  date  nt  the 
beginning:  of  September. 

With  regard  to  the  movements  of  IlannibiJ ;  it  ia  dear 
from  Polrbiust'  that  he  had  already  returned  to  Africa  and. 
as  it  would  seem,  whs  even  already  at  Adrunietum'  whcu 
this  act  uf  aggresaiou  was  cuoitoittvd.  It  appears  also  from 
livyit  that  the  time  of  his  departure  from  Italy  must  have 
coiacided  with  that  of  the  ari-ivnl  of  the  Carthaginian  aai< 
bossadors  at  Puteoli ;  so  nmeli  so  that  the  news  of  the  former 
event  had  already  rcaehed  Roino  before  the  euibiissy  hail 
actually  eonie  to  Puteoli  (fire  davH'*  journey  dt&tant  from 
Koine):  and  it  wiLs  this  very  fact  of  Hannibal's  being  jUready 
gone  from  Italy  before  their  arriral  *^  which  oceasionetl  the 
failure  of  the  object  of  their  Tnission,  and  induced  the  senate 
to  send  them  back  lie  iufccta''.  That  Ilaiiuibnl  therefore 
mast  have  left  Italy  in  September,  if  the  Carthagioiaa  em- 
bassy arrived  there  in  the  same  mouth,  may  be  taken  for 
granted. 

There  in  ccrtAinly  &ome  difficulty  with  respect  to  hia  aub- 
seqiieut  movements  in  Africa.  It  would  appear  from  Po- 
lybiua  and  iVppian  '  (though  the  fact  is  not  necessarily  to  Iw 
inferred  from  the  accounts  of  Polybius),  as  if  he  landed  first 
of  all  at  Adruiiietum,  aud  marclicd  from  Adruinetum  directly 
to  Zuum;  Mhich  both  Polybiua  and  Livy^  suppuac  to  have 
been  fire  days'  journey  distant  from  Carthage,  and  the  maps 
shew  to  have  been  not  more  than  03  Roman  miles  direct  from 
Adrumetum.  Yet  I^ivy  in  particular  apcakH  of  his  marching 
to  this  locality  even  from  Adrumetum  magnis  itineribua^ ; 
and  that  would  imply  not  only  a  forced  march  but  one  of 
several  days'  duration  :  and  both  Polybius,  Livy,  Cornelias 
Nepos™,  and  Appian"  concur  ia  stating  that  after  the  battle 
he  rode  back  to  the  same  quarter  from  which  he  bad 
come  to  Zuma  (Adrumetum):  and,  according  to  the  latter, 
a  distance  of  3(X)  Roman  miles,  or  3CHX)  stades,  in  two 
days  aud  two  nights :  and  they  mention  this  as  a  well  nt- 
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tested  fact,  and  yet  as  an  almost  incredible  instance  of  de- 
spatch. 

On  this  supposition  however,  he  must  really  have  marched 
to  Zama  from  some  quarter,  which  was  much  further  off  from 
it  than  Adrometum,  even  though  on  his  way  to  Zama  he 
had  come  to  Adrumetum  before  the  battle,  and  eveu  though 
he  returned  to  Adrumetum  after  the  battle ;  both  which  facta 
appear  to  be  placed  out  of  question  by  the  testimony  of 
Folybius.  It  is  not  possible  to  explain  his  statements  and 
those  of  Cornelius  Nepos  and  Appian  consistently  with  one 
another,  except  by  supposing  that  Hannibal  actually  landed 
hi  Africa  not  at  Adrumetum^  where  he  would  have  been  only 
four  or  five  days'  march  from  Zama,  but  somewhere  else,  300 
Roman  miles,  and  twenty  marched  at  least,  even  at  the  rate 
of  15  miles  a  day,  distant  from  that  locality  *.     And  on  this 

*  With  regard  to  tlie  Btatemeat  that  Hannibal,  on  his  return  to  Africa, 
landed  first  at  Adrumetum,  it  is  not  to  be  found  in  bo  manjr  woide  in 
Polybiua  1.  In  fact  it  appears  from  Liry,  and  from  OrosiuB '  after 
LJvy,  that  be  landed  first  at  Leptis  ^.  There  were  two  places  in  Africa 
of  that  name;  I^eptia  Major  and  Leptis  Minor 3.  Leptis  Minor  was 
close  to  Adrametum.  Leptis  Major  was  more  than  350  Roman  miles 
direct  lower  down  the  coast  to  tlie  south-east ;  not  far  from  the  head  of 
the  Syrtis  Major.  T^ere  would  be  just  the  same  objectioo  to  the  eup- 
pDsition  of  Hannibal's  having  landed  at  the  Leptis  Minor  as  at  Adru- 
metoni.  But  as  to  the  Leptis  Major,  or  some  locality  near  to  that;  it 
would  be  exactly  such  aa  the  necessity  of  the  case  seems  to  require,  if 
Hannibal  must  hare  landed  somewhere  300  Roman  miles,  if  not  3000 
Greek  stades,  distant  from  Zama.  And  he  might  march  thence  in  the 
finit  place  to  Adrametum,  and  from  Adrumetum  to  Zama  :  for  that  he  did 
come  from  Adrametum  direct  to  Zama  seems  to  be  well  attested.  Polybius 
ia  express '  to  that  point. 

On  thiB  question  of  the  true  site  of  Hannibal's  landing  place ;  the  story 
which  is  on  record  of  his  treatment  of  his  pilot  while  be  was  on  his  way, 
through  mistake  of  some  kind,  is  to  be  taken  into  account.  This  pilot's 
name  is  said  to  hare  been  PeloruB ;  and  it  is  even  stated  that  the  promon- 
ttnry  of  Pelonim  in  Sicily  was  so  called  after  him :  as  if  Hannibal,  on  dis- 
covering bis  error,  bad  buried  him  there,  or  erected  some  monument  to 
bis  memory  there  ^.     Now  it  is  agreed  that  he  set  sail  from  Bruttium  in 

1  XT.  5.  (  3.  4  ValeriuB  Msximus,  ix.  tiii.  i  Do 

3  livy,  xxz.  35.  OroaiuR,  it.  iq.  Temeritate,  Externa.  PompODiiu  MeU, 

»  Pliny,  H.  N.  t.  .1.  182  :  4.  a86.  Cf.  ii.  7.  p.  61.    Sallust,  Fragm.  Lib.  Inc. 

Ballast,  De   Bello  Jog.    xzii :    Lxxiz :  xxiv.  Tom.  ii.  147.  Senilis, ad  .<^cid. 

lux.  Strabo,  xvU.  3.  iii.  44.  687. 
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principle,  if  lie  was  alrendy  nt  Zamn  on  Octob4?r  14 ;  he  could 
not  have  set  oiit  on  this  march  later  than  Scptrmhcr  24  :  nod 
if  Livy  is  right  in  stating  also  that,  wheresoever  lie  fiwt 
landed  iu  Africa,  he  stayed  a  few  dars  there,  to  rcfrc«li  his 
men  after  the  ffttigiie  of  the  voyage  from  Italy  o^  we  may 
even  assume  that  he  could  not  hare  landed  bter  than  Sep- 
tember 18  or  19 ;  nor  consequently  hare  led  Italy  much 
later  than  September  10.  For  the  [MiHsapro  itself  howsoever 
expeditiously  made  would  require  not  less  than  five  or  six 
day*. 

Tlie  actual  time  of  his  departure  from  Italy,  on  these  sup- 
positionti,  would  be  sometime  about  the  lOtb  of  September; 
and  that  of  his  arrival  in  Africa  sometime  before  the  20th  of 
that  month.  The  news  of  his  departure  therefore  might 
ha^Tj  been  only  just  rcccircd  at  Home  about  the  middle  of 
September,  wlien  the  embassy  from  Carthage  also  woiUd  be 
arriving  iu  Italy :  and  yet  the  news  of  his  laudiog  in  Abica 
might  reach  Carthage  early  in  October;  at  the  very  time  to 
which  their  attack  ou  the  Itomau  fleet,  encouraged  by  the 
news  of  this  return  itself,  has  been  already  determined.  And 
the  tidings  of  each  of  these  events,  or  of  what  Livy  calls  the 
rebellion  of  the  Carthaginians  in  pai'ticular,  might  be  received 
at  Rome  at  the  time  which  he  supposes ;  vix.  wb^i  tbe 
eclipse  also,  observed  at  Cuma;,  was  announced  at  Rome  P. 
For  that  was  the  ecbpse  of  Zamn  itscli^  that  of  October  19; 
and  it  would  require  five  or  six  days  to  carry  the  news  of  it 
from  Cumiu  to  Rome  :  by  which  time  (October  2'>)  an  event 
which  had  happened  tu  Africa  at  the  beginning  of  tbe  month, 
aitd  of  which  the  Romans  were  interested  in  being  made  awara 
with  nil  possible  despatch,  could  not  fail  to  be  already  known 
at  Rome. 

It  is  ft  further  argument  of  the  lunar  date  of  Zama  that, 

luly :  tlie  authoiitira  in  queslJon  tuiy  fn»n  tiie  city  PctcU^.  Wc  lisre 
tbcn  only  lo  look  into  the  ina(u  to  »ee  Uiat  the  dirKt  courw  from  tbU 
qusncr  across  tbe  tea  to  Africa  woold  be  to  th«  Lcpi'iK  Mnjar.  Xor  liave 
ynB  any  doubt  ihat  this  l^ptia  wiui  the  point  for  whii.'li  Hannibnl  made 
in  the  fint  instance  ;  ilioufili  he  might  actually  Isnd  fiuinevbcre  botwfan 
it  and  the  Syrtia  Minor,  ronai<]erably  nearer  to  .^dnime turn,  and  wboe  he 
might  \m  not  more  tliau  300  Hoinan  miles  distant  from  Zaiuii. 
■  XXX.  19.  »  Ibid.  j8. 
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according  to  AppUai,  Haiinibal  cscopcd  from  the  ticid  under 
cover  of  night.  The  night  would  ueccsMrily  he  dark  Hoon 
nfler  sunset  on  the  day  of  an  Etclipso  of  the  sun. 

iv.  0»  t/te  chronology  t^  events,  t^er  the  batth  o/Zama,  to  Ote 
end  of  t/te  same  coasuiar  yi-ar. 

The  first  thing  done  by  Sdpio  after  his  victory  was  to 
bom  the  spoils'':  and  as  the  battle  had  lusted  until  night 
that  could  not  be  done  before  the  ucKt  day,  October  20 
Julian  December  4  Roman. 

After  this  Livy  takes  him  directly  back  to  V'tica ;  but 
only  because  he  had  heard  meanwhile  of  the  arrival  tlierc 
of  the  Roman  convoy  under  P.  Leutulua  ^  Now  Zama  was 
five  days' journey  from  Carthage'  and  something  more  from 
rtica.  So  that  he  might  not  hear  at  Znms  of  the  arrival 
of  t!ie  fleet  at  TItica  before  October  25  Julian,  December  I) 
Roman,  nor  be  rotunicd  himself  to  Utica  before  October  30 
Julian  December  11  Homnn. 

From  TTtica  he  sent  La^Iiua  to  Rome  with  tlie  tiding*  of 
his  victory :  and  that  might  be  done  on  October  SO  Decem- 
ber 14  itself.  He  then  moved  upon  Carthage,  himself  by 
sea  with  the  fleet,  Octaviua  by  land  with  tfae  army  :  and  that 
eoold  not  have  been  done  before  October  31  December  15. 
Now  Uttea  was  more  than  one  day's  march  from  Curthagc : 
and  M  the  army  came  npon  this  occasion  within  view  of  the 
walls  of  Carthage,  while  the  fleet  advance*!  as  far  as  the  port 
itself;  it  would  require  two  days,  October  31  and  November! 
Julian,  December  15  and  16  Roman,  to  go  on  this  expedition 
imd  to  return  to  Utica. 

From  Utica  as  soon  as  he  had  returned  thither  he  was  pro- 
Cf«ding  to  Tunis,  (where  he  had  told  the  Carthaginians  they 
were  to  CKpect  his  answer,)  when  he  encountered  Vermina 
the  son  of  Syphax'  by  the  way,  So  that  the  date  of  thia 
second  battle  and  second  nctory  could  not  have  been  earlier 
than  November  2  Julian,  December  17  Roman,  the  stated 
(late  at  this  time  of  the  Saturnalia  Prima;  just  14  days  after 
the  day  of  Zama ;  as  we  before  determined  it  to  have  been  <>. 

*  9&.  47.  19.     AppUn,  «iii.  75. 
'  Appim,  *iU.  48 !  rf.  UTt,  xmt.  3d.         '  Liry,  xjui.  36 ;  cf.  A|i|>ten,  tUi.  .13. 

*  foijbiiu.  XT.  5.  ).  3.    LiYf,  KKX.         *  Vol.  I.  450  c<|(|. 
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Section  111.-— Irreffuiar  Calendar,  Cycle  i.  8.856  rfoy». 
U.  C.  553  VaiT.  55a  Cap.  550.  Polyb.  B.  C.  aoa-aoi. 


Cn.  Comeliu*  Leutulut. 
P.  Ailius  PiEtuB. 


Kalendae  Jattuario:  Ncrv.  ifi  B.  C.  303.     N'nndiiul  Chu.  8. 

i.  ChroHolofftf  (^events  to  the  end  of  the  second  Pumc  war. 

It  foUowB  that  the  renewal  of  tlio  negotiations  with  the 
Carthn^^iiiians  af^er  this  second  victory  could  not  have  begun 
earlier  than  November  3  Jiilian  December  18  Roman.  When 
they  were  concluded,  or  how  long  thcj  lasted  meanwhile, 
doc9  not  appear. 

Three  months  however  nt  least "'  were  gmutcd  to  the  Car- 
tliii^iniaiiHj  in  order  to  gu  to  liume  and  tu  return  tlicncc.  And 
as  this  was  just  twice  the  length  of  time  which  ha<l  been  allowed 
for  the  aanie  purpose  on  the  former  occasion,  it  is  evident  that 
these  preliminniy  ncgntiations  must  hare  been  protracted 
from  November  3  (if  they  began  on  that  day)  into  the  win- 
ter ;  when  twice  as  much  time  would  be  required  for  a  voyage 
from  Africa  to  Italy  and  buck  ajjaia  as  ia  the  summer  se4i«ou. 
It  appears  too  that  the  Cortliagiuiim  embassy,  despatched  by 
virtue  of  this  agreement,  had  not  yet  arrived  at  Kome  Fridie 
Idus  Martiaa,  tlic  oflicial  ingress  of1I.C.6'i8,  B.C.  202- 
201  *  *:  and  yet  that  they  must  actually  have  arrived  soon 
after?,  accompanied  too  by  a  k'tgatc  of  .Scipio's,  L.  Vcturius 
Philo ',  who  brought  with  him  the  news  of  his  last  victory, 
that  over  Verroina,  also  J.  Now  the  Ides  of  March,  U.  C.  553, 
fell  on  Jnuuarv-  26  B.  C.  201.  The  tirst  of  the  Punic  Thoth 
Nab.  517  falling  October  15  B.C.  202.  the  first  of  the  Punic 
Athyr  would  fall  December  14;  and  the  firet  of  tire  Punic 
Chieiu:  January  13  B.C.  201.  The  embasay  had  iint  ar- 
rived on  the  15th  of  Miirch  Ilomiui,  January  26  B.  C.  201, 
13  days  afler  the  lirst  of  ChcDac :  but  they  must  have  arrived 

*  Ap|iian  iadMd,  viii.  56.  63,  suppcwet  tht  Consul,  Cn.  ComeGua  Lea- 
lulus,  to  have  been  already  in  office  when  Sd[»c>  Rranled  tcimB  to  the 
Canhaginians  after  Zanu. 

*  Ury.xxx.jtS:  cf.Po1;lMiu,  BT.  18.  f.6.     k  Ibia.  59.     rllMd.40.    •Iliid.38. 
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MMm  after  that  diiy.  If  then  these  three  months  were  dated 
expressly  from  tlic  first  day  of  ttomc  month  in  their  own 
ciOeudar,  »w  is  most  prob«ble,  it  must  have  been  from  the 
firrt  of  Alhyr,  December  l-i.  The  first  ofCbteac,  January  13, 
must  have  been  too  near  to  the  actual  dnto  of  tlieir  arrival 
Mwn  after  January  26,  It  is  to  be  considered  thnt,  from  the 
necessity  of  tbc  case,  this  embassy  would  have  both  to  go 
and  to  rctnm  in  the  winter :  and  they  would  naturally  cal- 
cnlate  beforehand  the  length  of  time  wbicU  would  be  re- 
quinte  both  for  the  voyage  and  for  the  transaction  of  their 
bQsiucss  at  Home.  By  stipulating  for  three  months,  bearing 
date  from  the  first  of  the  Punic  Athyr,  DecemlHir  11-,  they 
mi^t  reckon  on  liaving  tlic  first  of  the  winter  months  for  their 
royage  to  Italy,  and  the  first  of  the  njiring  months  for  their 
retom  home;  and  the  intermediate  month  (the  severest  part 
of  the  winter)  for  the  transaction  of  their  business  at  Home. 
And  tiiongh  tlioy  might  have  been  later  in  arriving  at  Rome 
than  they  bad  calculated;  it  is  clear  that  even  on  this  prin- 
ciple they  arrivcil  critically  at  such  »  time  as  to  be  able  to 
get  the  object  of  their  missiou  completed  between  the  first 
half  of  the  Punic  Chceac  January  28  It.C.  201,  and  the  Inst 
half  of  the  Pnnic  Tylii  Frhnmry  27;  and  yet  so  as  to  have  two 
or  three  weeks  clear  for  their  return. 

We  may  confirm  these  conclusions  in  the  Last  place  by  the 
fiact  which  we  learn  from  Appinn  ".  That  when  these  Induciu; 
were  granted  to  tlic  Carthaginttms  by  Scipio  it  was  stipulated 
between  them  thnl   within   150  days  of  the  conclusion  of 
peace  the  Romans  should  evacuate  Libya,     This  number  of 
]         days  is  an  exact  measure  of  five  equable  months :  and  if  we 
'         may  only  rusuroc  that  they  were  intended  a«  au  exteu&iou 
or  continuation  of  the  term  of  three  months,  previously  con- 
ceded for  the  negotiation  of  the  peace ;   we  have  nothing  to 
do  but  to  reckon  eight  mouths  of  cquuble  time,  or  'i\i)  days, 
from  the  first  of  the   Puuic  Athyr  Nab.  547  December  l-i 
I  B.C.  202,  and  we  shall  rery  probably  come  to  the  date  of 

I         the  nctual  evacuation  of  Libya  by  the  Romans,  and  conse- 
I         qneutly  of  the  return  of  Scipio^,  the  first  of  the  Punic  £pi- 

^^1       ■  *Ui.  24-         *>  Polfbiua,  ivL  ij.    Lirj,  zzi.  45.  A|>pwit,  «iii.  65,  66.     Oro- 
^V    riu.  It.  19 
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phi  Nnb.  5t7.  Augiut  10  B.  C.  201.  Tbis  retiun  crould  oot 
loTig  liavc  preceded  his  triumph ;  the  fact  of  the  celebration 
of  which  is  known,  but  the  date  ha«  be«a  lost  out  of  the 
JPasti.  And  it  would  be  a  NOguUr  coincidence  thus  bnnigbt 
to  light ;  viz,  that  the  Romans  should  Jiavc  (imt  landed  in 
Africa  August  14  B.  C  2^i,  and  have  finally  quitted  it  again 
August  10  B.  C.  201,  only  four  days  before  the  &ame  day  in 
that  year  too. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  at  least,  in  our  opinion,  that  bb« 
close  of  these  proceedings,  both  in  Afrieu  and  in  Italy,  must 
hare  fallen  out  Bonic  time  in  tlic  month  of  August  B.  C  2Q1. 
It  is  agreed  that  the  consuls  nnder  whom  the  war  was 
brought  to  un  end  were  thoae  of  U.  C.  fi53  Varr.  Cn.  Come* 
liu8  Lcntulns  and  P.  ^Elius  Pfctus,  B.  C.  20-^-201  <=.  And  that 
the  end  of  the  war  it»elf  i»  not  to  bo  dated  from  the  battle  of 
Zama,  or  from  the  induci;e  granted  to  the  Carthngioiaiu, 
but  &om  the  fiual  evacuation  of  Libya,  may  be  inferred  both 
from  the  fact  reported  of  the  year  of  these  consuls  by  PUny*^, 
and  from  what  Comeliua  Ncpos  tells  us^;  m.  that,  when  the 
Carthaginians  sent  another  embns.iy  to  Rome,  to  return 
thanks  for  this  final  pacific  settlement  of  affairs  bctwceu 
them,  the  consulii  in  oflico  were  Publiuti  Sulpicius  Galba  and 
Caius  Aureliua  Cotta,  those  of  U. 0.554  Varr.  B.C.  201- 
300.  This  embassy  would  not  be  sent  until  Libya  bad  been 
evacuated.  We  hope  to  make  it  apjicar  by-and-by  that  these 
consuls  entered  bt/ore  the  Ides  of  Miu%h  U.  C.  Sol;  i.  c.  be- 
fore January  16  B.C.  200.  Consequently  the  embassy  wa» 
most  probably  sent  in  the  autumnal  quarter,  B.  C.  201 ''. 

Skction  IV. — Cbronoiogical  summary  qf  the  principal  eventi 
<(/■  the  two  campaii/iiji  in  Africa,  B.  C.  203  and  202 ;  tlie 
16M  and  the  17th  year*  of  the  Jteroad  Punic  tear. 

i.       .\U(;ust  13  Julian,  Sept.  15  KumAii.  Epiptu  3,  B.C.  303 

Sripio  net))  sul  from  Sicily. 

ii.     August  14  •luliui,  Sept.  17  Roman.  Epipbi  4. 
Scipio  hinHR  in  Africa. 


'  Livy,  MIX  44.  Ai<t<iiin,  Till.  j6.63: 
cf.  Pllnjr.  II.  K  xviii.  46.  151,  151. 
CotncUa*  Nr|ifQ,  llnnmlAl,  vH.  f .  t. 
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m.    September  a6  Juliu),  October  31  Roman,  Mesore  17, 
Expedition  of  seven  days  into  the  interior  of  Africa. 

ir.    October  3  Julian,  Nov.  7  Roman,  Meaore  34, 
Formation  of  the  siege  of  Utica. 


▼.     November  la  Julian,  December  iS  Roman,  Thoth  29, 

Arrival  of  S^hax  at  Utica.    CIom  of  the  campaign  of  B.  C.  303. 


Second  year  of  Scipio  in  Africa. 
BeUi  Punici  zvii.  B.  C.  aoa. 

%.      March  g  Julian,  April  13  Romas,  l^bi  33, 

Sdpio  bnma  ibe  camp  of  Sjrphaz  and  of  Hasdmbal. 

iL     April  30  Jolian,  May  30  Roman,  Fhamenoth  8, 

Defeat  of  Syphax  and  HaBdrubal  in  the  Magni  Camfu. 

tii.    May  14  Julian,  Jane  33  Roman.  Pharmuthi  3, 

Defeat  and  capture  of  Syphax  by  Maainissa  and  Lseliua. 


iv.    Angoat  31  Julian,  October  14  Roman,  Efuphi  ai, 

IVoce  <rf  45  days.    Miasion  of  the  first  Carthaginian  embassy  to 
Rome. 


V.     October  14  Julian,  November  37  Roman,  Epagomeni  g. 
Exfuration  of  the  truce. 

fi.    October  19  Jolian,  December  3  Roman,  Thoth  5, 
Battle  of  Zama. 


vii.   November  3  Julian,  December  17  Roman,  Thoth  19, 
Defeat  of  Vermina. 


viii.  December  14  Julian,  January  39  Roman,  Athyr  i, 

Second  truce  of  three  months  or  90  days.    Mission  of  the  second 
Carthaginian  embassy  to  Rome. 


B.C.  201. 

ix.    August  10  Julian,  October  3  Roman,  Epiphi  i. 
Evacuation  of  Africa  and  return  of  Scipio. 


72        On  the  Verification  of  the  Roman  Calendar,     dibs.  xiii. 


CHAPTER  TV. 

<kt  the  Chronology  of  the  first  year  qflhe  war  with  Philip. 


Section  I. — Reaxont  for  entering  on  the  cwmderatioji  of  this 

question. 
The  end  of  the  secotid  Puiiic  war  was  followed  by  the  bo- 
giDuiug  uf  the  secoad  Macedaitifin  iriir^ ;  if  Indeed  the  war 
with  Philip,  first  begun  U.C.  539  B.C.  215 f  or  the  next 
years,  could  be  snid  to  have  ever  after  been  coucluded,  even 
by  the  pacification  entered  into  apparently  U.C. 550  3.C. 
204 1. 

The  consular  year  however  of  P.  Sulpicius  and  0.  Aure- 
liui  may  be  considered  the  first  of  a  second  war  of  this  de- 
nomiuatiou.  After  baWng  dwelt  &o  long  on  the  chronology 
of  the  last  two  or  three  years  of  the  second  Punic  war;  we 
should  not  perhaps  liave  considered  ourselves  at  liberty  to 
enter  on  the  particular  cxamiiiatiou  of  any  more  years  at 
this  period  of  Roman  history,  had  there  not  been  the  same 
reason  to  complaiu  of  the  inaccuracy  of  Livj-'s  accounts  of 
the  Erat  pruceedingii  in  this  Maeeduuiau  war  a«  of  the  Ust  in 
the  Bccund  Punic  war ;  had  he  not  here  also  confounded  the 
events  of  djflerent  years,  without  seeming  to  have  been  awara 
of  auy  (lifitinction  l>ctwccn  thciu  :  and,  what  is  more,  liad  not] 
his  statements  at  first  night  appeared  to  be  at  variance  with 
what  must  have  been  collected  from  the  testimony  of  our 
own  calendar.  Pur  this  latter  reason  more  especially  we  feel 
it  to  be  incumbent  upon  us  to  consider  bis  accounts  of  tbcsp 
things  witti  attention  ;  in  the  hope  not  only  of  rectifying  the 
confusion  in  which  they  arc  mure  or  less  involved  at  present^ 
[but  also  of  confirming  the  truth  of  our  own  calendar,  and  of 
['demonstrating,  by  means  of  a  case  in  point,  what  kind  of 
'-serrice  it  is  calculated  to  render  in  ascertaining  the  true 
order  of  contemporary  events. 

•  Livj,  kxii.  I,  I.  '  Ibid,  xziii.  30,  J5,  j|.  38.    Polyhiw^  «u.  9. 

'  Ibid.  xsir.  9.  l>  xxKU.  11^13  t  sxxL  1. 
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Section  II. — Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  i.  9.  356  days. 
U.C,  554  Varr.  553  Cap.  551  Polyb.  B.  C.  aoi-aoo. 

P.  Sulpicius  Galba  Maximus  ii 
C.  Aureliue  Cotta. 


Kalends  Jamiarue  Noveniber  6  B.  C.  301.  Nuntiinal  Char.  4. 

i.  Statement  of  the  difficulty  connected  wUh  tkia  giieation. 

We  shall  begin  with  explaining  in  brief  the  nature  of  the 
inconnstency  between  the  statements  of  Livy  and  the  testi- 
mony of  onr  calendar,  to  which  we  have  aUuded. 

The  cottstdar  ingress  of  this  year,  U.  C.  554  Varr.,  accord- 
ing to  rule  at  this  time,  no  doubt,  should  hare  been  dated  on 
the  Ides  of  March :  and  Livy  would  imply  that  the  year  of 
Sulpicius  and  Aurelius  did  actually  enter  on  the  Ides  of 
Marchl  If  so,  on  January  16  B.  C.  200,  according  to  our 
calendar :  and  so  far  there  is  no  appearance  of  any  inconsist- 
ency between  him  and  it. 

But  he  gives  us  to  understand  further  ^  that  even  after  the 
ingress  war  with  Fhihp  bad  yet  to  be  formally  declared  both 
by  the  senate  and  by  the  people ;  the  consular  levies  for  the 
service  in  Macedonia  had  still  to  be  raised :  in  short  all  the 
{reparations  both  by  land  and  by  sea,  which  such  a  war  re- 
quired, had  still  to  be  made.  It  follows  that,  whatsoever 
d^ree  of  despatch  might  have  been  used  for  these  various 
pnrposes,  the  Consul  Sulpicius  could  not  have  set  out  to 
Bnmdisium,  much  less  have  arrived  in  his  province',  (which 
means  at  Apollonia"  on  the  opposite  coast  of  Illyricum,)  be- 
fore the  end  of  January,  or  even  the  middle  or  the  end  of 
February,  B.  C.  200.  In  any  case  it  must  follow  that  either 
hp  set  out  for  his  province  in  the  winter,  or  he  arrived  in  it 
in  the  spring.  And  yet  we  are  told'  that  he  accomplished 
the  passage  Arom  Brundisium  in  ttoo  days,  which  shews  that 
the  season  of  the  year  must  have  been  favourable  for  it ;  and 
that  he  came  into  his  province  (i.  e.  arrived  at  Apollonia") 
Auctumno  ferme  exacto :  late  in  the  autumnal  quarter  in- 
deed, but  certainly  not  in  the  winter,  much  less  in  the 
spring.     It  appears  too  that  after  this  he  actually  wintered 

»  «».  5.  fc  5—8.  '    14.  "  18.  41—37.  n  12. 
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at  ApoIIonia" ;  and  actually  mored  &om  hit  quarters  there 
Urat  ouly  at  the  beginning  of  the  ensiling  spring  v ;  and  vheai 
the  cnrapaigii  was  over  for  the  ^car  that  he  rcCumod  to 
winter  in  the  same  quarters,  that  ia  at  Apollonial,  from  which 
he  had  set  out  in  the  spring. 

Now  this  rrprcaontntiun  of  the  course  of  things  would  be 
consistent  with  itself,  and  would  be  both  natural  and  pro- 
bable, if  the  real  state  of  the  case  was  this,  That  he  actually 
came  into  iiis  jjrorincv,  nut  iu  the  winter  or  iu  the  spring  of 
B.C.  300.  but  in  the  autumn  of  B.  C.  201.  It  would  be 
consistent  also  with  the  testimony  of  our  calendar,  if  the 
oflicial  iiij^ress  of  this  consular  year  was  not  the  Ides  of 
March,  nor  consequently  any  time  in  January  B.  C.  SOO. 
As  it  is,  both  cannot  be  true;  both  the  testimony  of  our  ca- 
lendar, which  fixes  the  Ides  of  March  of  this  conaular  year 
to  January  16  JI.C.  200,  and  this  statement  of  Livy,  that  the 
consular  year  in  question  entered  both  on  the  Idea  of  March 
and  not  long  before  the  cud  of  the  autumuat  quarter  also. 

ii.  On  /Ae  true  date  of  the  cotualar  lugrett,  U-  C.  fi54 
R.C,  201-200. 

It  appears  to  ua  then  that  wo  have  no  altcniadve  left  ex- 
cept to  call  iu  question  the  correctness  of  this  statement  that 
the  year  of  Sulpicius  and  Aurclius  did  actually  enter  ou  the 
Ides  of  March.  Let  us  thureforu  exaniiuu  ivhat  Livy  luiuself 
has  said  in  reference  to  that  point. 

Anno  quingeutcsimo  ab  urbc  oondita  (and  here,  at  the 
very  outset  of  his  stntctneut,  there  is  either  a  very  great 
oversight  of  his  own,  or  a  very  great  omission  in  his  text  as 
it  stands  at  present,  the  true  year  of  the  city  of  which  be 
was  speaking,  iu  his  own  u-ra,  the  Ctttonijm,  being  U.  C.  552 
at  least*,]  F.  Sulpicio  Galba  C.  Aurelio  conaubbus  bellum 
cum  rcge  Philippo  initom  eat  paucis  mensibus  post  paceni 
Carthaginicnsibus  datam.  omnium  primum  cam  rem  Idibus 
Martiis,  quo  die  turn  consulatus  inibattu:,  P.  Sulpicius  consul 
retulit'. 

The  first  observation  which  may  be  made  on  this  stateuicut 

*  Tbe  E|ntoDi«  (Lib.xxxi.)  haa  lb«  550th  year.  Ruperti  oliio  in  the  twit 
hasfMMjrM'enMO,  but  in  his  "  Commentariua  "  quingtiUtsmo  qwtquojfttima. 

»xul.  11. 17.  V  3j.  n  J3..4e:  4i_43.  '  ixsi.  j. 
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b  TluU.  II  waTj  which  Imil  not  yet  been  formally  AccxecA  by 
January  16  B.  C.  200,  could  not  with  propriety  be  said  to 
h&Te  begUD  pancU  mensibus  post  pncem  (.'arthnginiensibus 
datam ;  if  at  least  that  pence  had  been  coucludcd  soon  tiftcr 
January  26  U.  C.  201,  almost  twelw  months  before.  But  to 
thw  objectioo  it  might  be  ntplicd  that  possibly  Lii'V  intctiilcil 
thfse/tne  mout/ts  of  the  )uU;rral  betwecu  Ihit  war  with  Philip 
and  the  final  cvacuatioa  of  Africa,  at  the  eud  of  the  second 
Panic  war,  August  10  B.C.  201.  We  shall  not  therefore 
insist  upon  it. 

In  the  next  place  however  wc  may  observe  That,  had  the 

seutence  which  foUowti  stood  thus :  Omuium  primum  earn 

rem  Idibiu  Martii*  P.  Sulpicius  consul  retulit — it  might  have 

been  aupiKHcd  that  tUie  statement  was  made  historicMily : 

\.  e.  that  Liry  hiul  found  it  on  record  that  a  motion  coiioom- 

iug  this  war  was  made  by  the  coniml  of  the  year,  Sulpicius, 

on  the  first  day  of  his  year,  the  Ides  of  March.     But,  quali. 

ficd  «a  it  is  by  a  remark  of  his  own,  quo  die  turn  constdaha 

!/aIur,  in  our  opinion,  it  fairly  authorixes  the  inference 

jat  it  was  not  made  hiatoricaily :  that  Lixy  did  not  And  any 

malion  ou  arty  nch  day  actually  on  record  :  nothing  at 

'the  utmost  except  that  uuch  a  motion  was  mode  by  the  con- 

^snl  of  the  year  on  the  first  day  of  his  entering  upon  oHicc  ; 

rhich  day  Livy  himself  took  to  mean  the  Ides  of  March,  be- 

se  the  Ides  of  March  had  long  been  the  regular  date  of 

ofiicial  ingress,  and  were  so  still. 

Nor  am  it  be  said  that,  in  the  absence  of  any  further  ex- 

plaoatioD  in  the  records  of  the  times,  or  known  to  himself, 

jvy  was  to  blame  for  this  construction  of  the  day  in  question. 

le  general  rule  had  long  been,  and  was  »  still  at  this  period 

>f  his  history,  that  the  consular  years  should  bear  date  from 

fclic  Idc«  of  \(arch.     There  ii  no  rule  of  this  kind  however 

wbicli  must  not  sometimes  allow  of  exceptioua,  and  submit  to 

)o  modified  by  circnmatauoes.     We  saw  repealed  proofs  of 

It  fact  ■  when  the  date  of  the  ingress  was  the  Kalends  of 

Fnnuary  and  when  it  was  the  Ides  of  December :    and  it  is 

list  as  possible  a  priori  that  there  might,  or  rather  tiiat  some- 

ime*  there  must,  have  been  similar  exceptions  to  the  rule, 

thxa  the  ingroiw  wiu  ihc  UIce  of  March,     it  is  no  objection 
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that  nooe  such  are  actually  on  record  from  B.C.  280,  irlieii 
we  nipposed  this  rule  to  have  first  come  into  force*,  donn  to  the 
the  present  time.  Komaa  Uistory  is  nowhere  more  defective 
than  for  the  interval  between  B.  C.  280  and  the  beginning  of 
the  second  Pimic  war,  B.  C.  21H:  in  the  coumc  of  which 
many  sucfa  cuses  uf  exception  might  have  occurred. 

The  history  of  the  Repuhlic  however  from  the  R«^ifngc 
downwards  dcmonatmtcA  that  there  was  not  a  more  usual  or 
a  more  legitimate  reason  for  anticipating  the  regular  ingre*a 
in  a  particular  iutitauce  than  the  expectation  of  a  new  war; 
a  war  too  at  a  distance  from  It«lir',  and  requiring  operations 
bv  sea  as  well  as  by  laud  :  a  war  with  a  formidable  enemy 
and  atill  as  good  aii  untried,  like  Philip  of  Macedon,  the  enemy 
whom  the  Romans  were  now  prejwring  to  encounter,  the  in- 
heritor of  the  fame  and  reputation  of  Alexander  the  Great  j 
a  war  too  the  beginning  of  which  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  was  falling  out  not  long  before  the  actual  termina- 
tion  of  a  given  official  year.  In  a  cose  like  that  nothing 
could  hare  been  more  agreeable  to  the  practice  and  precedent 
of  all  former  times  than  to  have  isHued  the  notification  of  tJie 
comitia  in  tlie  usual  style,  adapted  to  such  occasions  and 
employed  exclusively  upon  them,  Consulibus  subrogaudis  qui 
magistratum  cxtemplo  obcipercnt ;  and  to  have  abridged  the 
duration  of  the  current  consular  year  in  order  to  anticipate 
the  beginning,  if  not  to  enlarge  the  term,  of  the  next.  The 
date  of  these  comitia  therefore*  might  be  that  of  the  tngrcsa 
also ;  and  early  enough  H.  C,  201  to  allow  time  for  every 
thing  to  have  actually  come  to  pass,  which  Liry  supposes  to 
have  done  so  between  the  ingress  of  the  year  of  Sulpicius  and 
the  end  of  the  autumnal  qnai-tcr. 

We  do  not  indeed  know  the  actual  date  of  these  comttia. 
It  is  obaervable  however  that  at  or  about  the  same  time  as 
those  comitia*  supplies  of  com,  no  doubt  of  that  year's 
growth,  and  ]ircviously  sent  by  Scipio  from  Africa,  are  siud 
to  have  been  distributed  among  the  people  at  a  cheap  rate; 
and  that  would  be  an  ai-gument  of  the  month  of  September 
or  October.  It  is  also  observable  that  the  army  had  been 
already  trausportcil  back  from  Afinca  before  Sulpicius  entered 
on  office";    and  that  some  of  the  soldiers  enrolled  for  the 

•  Ssfrm,  Dim.  UL-  *  Utjt,  uui.  4.  »  Itnd.  8.    Cf.  I4. 
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serrice  in  Macedonia  and  under  him  consisted  of  volunteers 
from  this  African  army.  That  annj  as  wc  have  seen  had 
actually  returned  home  on  or  soon  after  August  10,  in  the 
consular  year  of  the  predecessors  of  Sulpiciua,  Cn.  Cornelius 
Lentulua  P.  iElius  Psetus  "^.  It  might  be  inferred  from  the^e 
facts  that  Sulpicius  was  already  in  office  if  not  at  the  time  of 
the  triumph  of  Scipio,  yet  very  soon  after :  in  which  case 
much  would  be  done  towards  the  removal  of  all  further  dif- 
ficulty on  this  question.  Sulpicius  might  be  already  elected, 
already  in  office,  and  already  prepared  to  take  the  field, 
before  the  end  of  the  autumnal  quarter  this  very  year,  B.  C. 
201 ;  as  Livy  gives  ua  to  understand  he  must  actually  have 
been. 

iiL  On  the  cause  or  motive  of  the  war  with  Philip. 

The  ostensible  pretext  on  the  part  of  the  Romans  for  the 
renewal  of  this  war  with  Philip  was  the  acts  of  hostility 
which  he  had  previously  committed  against  the  Athenians, 
their  own  allies ' ;  though  these  hostile  proceedings  of  his 
towards  the  Athenians  had  been  provoked  by  an  act  of 
violence  which  they  had  done  to  some  of  the  allies  of  PhUip : 
i.  e.  the  Acamaniansr.  This  too  was  the  consequence  of 
some  profanation  of  the  mysteries  of  which  those  Acaruanians 
were  supposed  to  have  been  guilty ;  and  wliich,  though  in 
reality  the  effect  of  ignorance  or  inadvertency,  the  Athenians 
had  resented  so  deeply  as  to  put  its  authors  to  death. 

It  would  be  in  our  power  to  shew  from  the  testimony  of 
the  Attic  calendar  that  these  mysteries  must  have  been  those 
of  B.  C.  202 ;  the  date  of  which  was  September  9  that  year. 
The  Acamanians  resented  this  act  of  severity  towards  their 
countrymen,  with  little  or  no  delay  f;  and  their  part  was 
espoused  by  Philip,  that  of  the  Athenians  by  Attalus  and  the 
Rhodians.  The  irritation  of  the  Acamanians  uo  doubt  found 
vent  in  an  hostile  invasion  of  the  Attic  territory  B.  C.  202 : 
aud  the  complaints  of  the  Athenians,  of  the  violence  which 
they  were  experiencing  at  the  hands  of  the  allies  of  Philip, 
must  have  been  speedily  brought  to  Rome. 

This  ia  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  soon  after  the  ingress 

*  Ibid.  XXX.  45-    Polybini,  xn.  ly  %  1—7.  ■  Uvy,  X2zi.   1.    Cf. 

Florus,  ii.  7.  i  4.  V  Ibid.  14.    Of.  Rpitome,  xxxi. 
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even  of  tlie  consular  year  of  Cn.  Cornelius  and  P.  £lins, 
U.  C.  553  B.  O.  202—201,  meotion  u  made  of  tbreo  legsti", 
who  bad  been  already  sent  to  Cireecc,  and  in  consequence  Of 
coDiplfiints  of  this  kind,  complaints  of  violence  done  to  tbc 
allies  of  the  Republic,  which  alliiis  must  bnvu  been  the  Athe- 
nians, by  Philip ;  of  which  three  Icgati  a  M.  Anrelhw  was 
one".  And  wc  may  judge  of  the  time  when  he  roust  have 
been  despatched  on  this  occasion,  from  the  fact  that  he  was 
still  in  Macedonia  before  the  comitia  of  Sulpicius  and 
Aurelius  •» ;  and  letters  were  receired  from  him,  at  ilome. 
after  the  ingreaa  of  thoir  year<^:  i.  e.  as  Livy  supposes  after 
the  Ides  of  March,  U.C.  554  B.C.  a()l— 200.  He  mnak 
therefore  have  been  sent  to  Greece,  to  inquire  into  the  state 
of  things  on  the  spot,  in  the  spring  of  6.  C.  201. 

It  appears  also  that  the  Athenians  had  applied  for  aid  not 
only  to  AttaluB  and  the  Rhodiaus  but  to  Ptolemy  (Kpipbanee) 
too,  the  reigning  kin^  of  l''gypt ;  and  that  suun  after  the  ia- 
groas  of  Sulpicius'  year  an  embnssy  from  Egypt,  produced  by 
this  application,  was  present  at  Rome** :  and  that  too  is  an 
ar-^iniirnt  tlint  hofililities  between  the  Athenians  and  Philip 
must  have  began  long  Ijcforc  the  end  of  B.  C.  201.  Thi»  fact 
however  is  placed  out  of  question  by  an  altusioii  of  Lit^s 
himself  to  a  nova  (ef/atio  of  the  Athenians*;  the  arrival  of 
which  he  dates  critically  between  the  ingress  of  the  year  of 
SulpiciuK,  (the  trnc  time  of  which  wan  in  October  R.G.  201, 
as  we  hare  concluded  *^,)  and  the  declaratioo  of  war  i^ainst 

*  Ptdjrbios,  xvi.  34 :  Mlunror  6  ffaoAm  row  yci/tHroi  $^  iiaTap}(ot**vw 
uaff"  tv  116v\mi  XauXxunoy  ^orat  tauffraSTj  ty  'P<afia  . . .  oviafMt  tlSoukttro 
irapajfttfifiitii'  «irra  rijv  'Aaiatf  ..  .'jifnyniirr a  Isi  K,r.X.  'Hii*  rcfiTs  to  a 
point  of  time  later  than  tlie  events,  related  mi,  j— 9.  11 — {Cf.  Apjjiui,  ix. 
MaccdunicB,  iii)— that  is,  tbthw  of  the  summer,  R.C.  301  i  when  Philip  wu 
Don-  in  Caria.  It  ia  decisive,  in  our  opinion,  tli.it  Sulpicii»'  connulftf  yaw 
waa  known  by  Polf  biua  to  h&w  begim  by,  if  aot  befcre.  th«  time  umiaUjr 
denoted  by  the  beginning  of  winter;  i.e.  the  end  of  Ortoh^,  or  rariy 
m  November.     Polj-bius  too  recogntKn  here  th«  embwuM  «nt  to  Rome 


■  Livj,  XXX.  40.41.    IT.  PuuMuius, 
vii.  riL  ,1 :  K.  xxs-n.  %. 

■  l-hjf  sxx,  41.         6  lliid.  xxxi.  i. 

•  Liry,  xxxi.  5.    CT-  Polybiu*,  «»i. 
».t.3J-  J7-4  I- 

*  Lirj,  xxxl.  9.  ■;.    ft.  Bwinnlw, 
I.  xaari.  4. 


'  Lit;,  xxu.  5-  Cf.  Apfiian,  ix. 
Muonlooia,  ilL  JtuUa.  xxx.  3.  V  5- 
Pausuiiu  aup|itii«i  lliv  uunc  af  Ui« 
Athfnian  who  wu  at  llw  IiobiI  of  tlila 
Mcond  cmbcMy  to  Koin«  i  til  f'«|>h|. 
wxtnraii  1.  ssiTi.  4. 
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PhiHp  '.  This  nova  l^atio  implies  a  former  ;  and  that  too  is 
recognized  by  implication  in  the  first  chapter  of  this  Book  of 
Livys.  It  must  have  arriTed  sometime  either  before  the  end 
of  B.  C.  202  or  early  in  B,  C.  201 ;  and  it  was  no  doubt  this 
embassy  and^the  complaints  brought  by  it  which  occasioned 
the  mission  to  Greece  of  Aurelios  and  his  colleagues. 

iv.  On  the  chronohgy  Cff  the  first  year  qfthe  war  with 
Philip. 

It  is  important  however  to  know  that  hostihties  between 
Philip  and  the  Athenians  broke  out  in  or  soon  after  the 
month  of  September,  B.  C,  202.  It  follows  from  that  fact  that 
all  the  events  of  this  war,  which  preceded  the  arrival  of  the 
consul  Sulpidns  at  Apollonia  \  must  have  belonged  to  B.  C. 
201—200. 

Among  these  were  the  proceedings  of  Attalus  and  the 
Bihodians,  who  came  to  the  assistance  of  the  Athenians  by 
sea*^.  It  appears  from  Livy  that  when  they  set  out  Philip 
was  at  the  Hellespont  ^ ;  and  that  he  retreated  before  them 
to  Macedonia »:  that  they  proceeded  without  opposition  as 
far  as  Athens « ;  and  had  they  acted  with  all  the  promptitude 
and'  decision  which  the  opportunity  seemed  to  suggest  that 
they  might  have  terminated  the  war,  without  the  interference 
of  the  Romans ' :  and  this  must  be  a  plain  intimation  of  the 
spring  or  summer  of  B.  C.  201.  But  they  lost  their  oppor- 
tunity; Attalus  remaining  inactive  at  ^gina,  the  Rhodians 
returning  home «  :  and  this,  as  Livy  represents  the  course  of 
events,  encouraged  Philip  to  return  to  the  Hellespont  and 
begin  the  siege  of  Abydos ',  which  was  still  going  on  when 
Solpicins  arrived  at  Apollonia  s  *. 

to  complain  of  Philip,  in  the  latter  half  of  B.  C.  soi,  as  we  have  con- 
cluded :  Kxil  y&p  oiii'  ijyvdti  rhs  i^tnrotrrt^ofiti'at  Kar  utiroO  nptvfitiat  tls 
*P«bfi)}v,  itSittp  iripas  'X"  ^°  '"'^  ''^*'  Ai0viji'.  xvi.  34.  §  3. 

*  From  this  account  of  Ijvy's  it  is  clear  that  he  has  taken  no  notice  of 
the  sea-fight  of  Chios,  related  by  Folybius,  xvi.  3-10  :  which  was  one  of 
the  events  of  this  year,  and  probably  one  of  the  first,  except  very  generally, 

'  IAtj,  xxxi.  5-8.  c  Livy.xxxi.  14.  15.  18. 

K  Ibid.  I.  d  IbiiL  14.  •  Ibid.  15. 

k  Ibid.  14-18.  Cf.  Appian, is. Hace-  (  Ibid.  16-18.  r  Ibid.  14-iS. 
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When  the  consul  came  to  ApoUonia,  be  found  an  AtheuiaD 
embassy  waiting  for  him  there  ^ ;  itt  the  request  of  which  be 
despatched  C.  Claudius  Ccutho  with  20  ships  to  raise  the 
blockade  of  Athens.  The  rest  of  tho  fleet  was  stationed  at 
Curcyra';  and  appareutir  for  the  winter:  and  these  facta 
laid  tog:ether  prove  tUiit,  though  it  might  not  have  been  too 
early  even  when  the  consul  nrrivcd  at  Apollonia  to  go  into 
port  for  the  winter,  yet  neither  could  it  have  been  too  late 
for  the  performance  even  then  of  a  particular  service  by  sea, 
at  no  greater  a  distance  from  Corc}Ta  than  Athens.  Clau- 
dius not  only  executed  his  commission  in  behalf  of  Athens ', 
but  flhortly  after  surprizod  (.'halcis  in  Eubnca  ^ ;  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  an  attempt  of  Philip's  in  like  manner  to  surprise 
Athens' :  all  which  plainly  demonstrates  that  the  season  was 
not  even  then  too  far  advanced  for  operations  cither  by  land 
or  by  sea,  though  tlie  equinox  of  autumn  might  be  past;  and 
because  it  was  so,  while  the  Iloman  tleet  was  still  actively 
employed,  Attains  with  kis  was  wintering  at.^gioa*":  for  it 
npjiears  to  have  been  a  rule  with  this  king  not  to  keep  the 
sea  after  the  autunmal  equinox  ". 

Shortly  after  these  things  there  is  an  account  of  a  PanffitoUo 
assembly ;  at  which,  besides  deputies  from  Philip  and  from  the 
Athenians  i-espcctivcly,  a  Roman  legate,  L.  Furins  Purpureo  «, 
was  also  present.  It  seems  to  have  beeu  the  custom  among 
the  ./l^toliuus  to  hold  an  assembly  of  this  kind  soon  after  the 
tugrcsB  of  their  oflicial  year,  am)  apparently  on  the  first  dajr 
of  the  month.  Dumocritus  was  their  Pru;tor  at  this  timeP: 
and  that  he  was  the  Prastor  of  a  year  just  coming  in,  and  not 


I 


xxxi.  t^.  \.iitT  this  ftcLian  at  Chios,  Philip  im-adcd  Coriai  tn.  tt  i  and 
m  PoIybiuN  U>1il  u«,  (xvi.  34  vupra,)  not  choositig  lo  wintrr  thcne,  be 
miul  uluuiiitely  havr  murclivd  (o  thu  IleUt^tpoiit.  and  wax  iluwu  souie  time 
or  other  to  the  oicge  of  Abydos ;  xvi.  19  :  34  :  {e{.  Livy.  xxxi.  t8.)  which 
WRN  otill  going  iin,  or  only  ji»t  ovn,  when  Siil))idui  urnvcd  at  Afmllooia  j 
that  i>,  at  the  cod  of  the  auCuma,  B.C.aoi.  'i'here  it  00  authority  in 
Polybius  for  any  retreat  of  Philip  from  Abydos  before  Atialua  and  tba 
Rhodiiin*,  into  Macedonia,  snd  a  return  again  to  the  aiege  of  thai  place. 
On  the  cvDirary,  when  Attalut  and  the  Khodians  suled  Ig  Attica,  be  must 
have  been  in  Ana  Minor,  Caria,  &c. 


k  IJ17,  xixi.  14.  '  Ibid.  11. 

k  Ibi(l.  13.  ilbid.  34:  a.;- 

■  Urf,  xxal.  »5.  tS. 


o  Ihid.  47 !  rf.  Ihff  npxt  year. 
■■  hwj,  xxxi.  39-3i< 
P  Ibid.  ja. 
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of  one  ready  to  go  out,  appears  from  the  fact  that  he  was 
still  in  office  when  the  battle  of  Octolophua  was  fought  be- 
tween the  Romans  and  Philip  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
summer  9;  the  event  of  which  determined  him  to  espouse 
their  side  and  not  that  of  Philip.  The  ^Etolian  year  B.  C. 
201 ,  Period  ii.  56  of  their  calendar,  would  enter  October  8 ; 
and  this  meeting  was  probably  held  on  the  first  day  of  the 
second  month,  November  7,  when  Attains  would  certainly  be 
in  winter  quarters:  as  he  is  said  to  have  been  at  ^gina '  at 
this  time. 

The  Macedonian  deputy  on  this  occasion  reckoned  it  to  be 
three  years  to  the  time  of  this  meeting  since  the  conclusion 
<tf  peace  between  the  Romans  and  Philip,  principally  at  the 
desire  and  through  the  mediation  of  these  same  ^tolians; 
and  in  the  same  place  and  at  the  same  kind  of  assembly  in 
which  and  at  which  they  had  met  together  on  this  occasion  K 
And  that  might  be  substantially  correct :  though,  if  the  peace 
was  actually  concluded  about  the  time  of  the  comitia  at 
Rome,  U.  C.  549,  some  time  in  the  autumn  B.  C.  205,  as  Livy 
himself  relates',  he  ought  to  have  reckoned  it /oiw  years 
rather  than  three.  The  j^tolian  year  at  that  time,  Period  ii. 
52,  would  begin  October  23.  The  peace  was  ratified  at 
R6me  about  two  months  afterwards;  probably  some  time  in 
January  B.C.  204.  From  that  time  to  November  7,  B.  0. 
301,  the  interval  could  not  have  been  less  than  three  years 
and  ten  months. 

The  proceedings  of  the  next  year,  B.  C.  200,  are  divisible 
into  those  of  Sulpicius  and  Philip  by  land",  and  those  of 
Attalus  and  of  the  Roman  fleet  under  L.  Apustius,  by  sea  ^. 
Both  began  at  the  same  time,  the  Principium  veris  ' ;  a  note 
of  time  which  in  the  idiom  of  Livy  seldom  implies  an  earlier 
season  in  the  natural  year  than  April  or  May  :  and  both  were 
brought  to  an  end  about  the  same  time  ;  with  the  return  of 
Sulpicius  to  his  former  quarters  at  Apolloniay,  and  that  of 
Apustius  to  his  at  Corcyra ',  and  that  of  Attalus  '  to  Asia  ; 
all  before  the  end  of  summer  %  and  the  autumnal  equinox^. 

1  Lirj,  x«xi.  40,  41.  "  Livy,  xx«.  33 — 43. 

r  Ibid.  aS.  33,  "   ll>i>i.  44 — 47  =  <^f-  ^7- 

■  Ibid.  19:  cC  T.  '  Ibid.  3.t:  44- 

t  llud.  xxix.  10:   11:   la:   13.  Of.  y  Ibid.  40.  '  Ibid.  47. 

AppUui,  ».  Huedonicm,  ii.  {.  1.  <^  Ibid.  4,1 :  47.  *>  Ibid.  47. 
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It  in  in  our  power  too  to  shew  tlint  tho  mystcrits,  at  vhich 
AttHlus  was  initialed  tliix  yenr^  prior  to  liis  rt^tiini  Xa  Astn, 
actually  fell  out  Ae/brc  the  equinox :  a  coincidence  wliieh 
could  not  have  held  good  of  those  of  It.  C.  201,  nor  of  tlio*c 
of  b.  C.  199,  but  only  of  those  of  B.  C.  200. 

The  chroDoIt>gy  tlicit  of  the  tinst  year  of  tliis  MacedoBiau 
war  itt  thus  Katisfaclorily  explained  ;  and  Lity's  accounts  are 
8o  far  rendered  consistent  with  the  actual  course  of  events*. 
Bat  we  now  perceive  that  it  ia  absolutely  necessary  to  this 
eflfect  that  SulpiciuA''  year  should  be  supposed  to  have  home 
date  from  some  day  much  earlier  than  the  Ides  of  March 
U,  C  o5J-.  For  our  pjirt,  we  are  strongly  of  opioiou  that 
this  earlier  day  wan  the  Ides  of  Decetnber  U.  C.  653,  Octo- 
ber 19  B.  C.  201  :  and  that  both  for  the  reasous  which  were 
assigned  Hupra,  and  becaii.^  of  the  relation  of  the  calendar 
year  to  the  natnral  just  at  this  juncture  of  time,  the  old  role 
of  the  ingress  on  the  Idea  of  December  was  revived  upon 
this  occasion. 

For,  though  uo  intimation  of  that  kind  is  actually  dis- 
coverable iu  Livy,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  chan^ 
in  the  rule  of  the  ingress,  whatsoever  it  was,  introduced  in 

*  "Hie  fragments  of  Polybius,  (all  that  remain  of  this  port  of  lui  hiirtory.) 
as  ibcy  have  beea  arrangej]  by  his  editork  '.  labour  under  tbe  saioe  inoon- 
nstencyas  tbe  accouuls  of  Livy.  For  intitance,  accordini;  to  tbe]>o«ttion  as- 
rigDn)  to  one  of  ibcse  *,  Philip  wsb  atnon^  the  Bar^-lii  at  the  Iteginning  of 
winter  ill  thf  consular  yMtf  of  .Sulpicius;  and,  accordin|{  lo  that  of  thcoext', 
Lb  <in»  Ktill  tbcre  before  the  arrival  of  .\ttalua  and  the  Rbodiane  at  Athens. 
Si)  tbat  ii  thiMvfw  un  event  of  the  spring  of  B.C.  30i,  Philip  must  have 
been  wintering  among  the  Bar^ylii,  nnd  Sulpiciutt  miul  hav«  mervd  on 
office,  in  tb«  winter  of  B,C,  30?.  Btit  in  iwaliiy  cap.  3^  tbould  have  fol- 
lowed cap.  35.  The  true  ordrr  of  the^i?  fnigmcnts,  as  dclorralned  by  that 
of  tbe  ev«iit«  to  which  they  relate.  >e«iii!i  to  be  thU  • 

He  bca-fi^bt  at  Chios,  early  in  \i\c.  spring.  B.C. sot. — xvi.  s-lo. 

Philip  in  Caria,  soon  after. — Ibid.  1 1 . 

AttaluM  and  tbe  Rhodianti  at  Athens,  ■uininer,  before  the  A.  E. — 35-17. 
Cf.  Livy.  sxxi.  15. 

Philip  retreata  to  ihe  Hellespont  and  lays  su^  to  Abydos  soon  afUr 
the  A,  E.—xvi.  34-39  :  Cf.  ,34.  §  1.    Livy,  xrxt.  18. 

Sulpiciin  Isnde  at  ApnUDDia,  OctolM-r,  B.  C.  301. 

V  Ijivy.  \xM.  47. 
I  ati.  1—74.  V  xTji.  14,  I.  ).  sxrii,  xj[. 
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this  year  of  Sulpicius,  was  continued  in  force  for  the  next 
two  yean  at  least.  The  comitia  of  L.  Cornelius  Lentulus 
P.  ViUias  Tappalui  (consub  of  U.  C.  555  Varr.)  were  held 
B.  G.  200  bj  the  consul  Aurelius ''.  Livy  supposes  these  con- 
anls  to  have  entered  on  the  Ides  of  March  «  January  6  B.  C. 
199 ;  yet  Villius  to  have  arrived  in  his  province  before  win- 
ter '',  and  to  have  moved  from  his  quarters  at  ApoUonia,  as 
SulpiduB  had  done  the  year  hefore,  only  at  the  beginning  of 
springs  (April  or  May):  and,  what  is  most  extraordinary, 
scarcely  to  have  begun  the  operations  of  the  campaign  when 
T.  Qninctius  is  spoken  of  as  already  appointed  consul,  and 
aa  already  arrived  at  Corcyra  on  his  way  to  supersede  him  ^. 
So  that  for  any  progress  made  in  the  war  ViUius'  year  in 
Macedonia  was  little  more  than  a  total  blank ;  and  yet  that 
it  made  fme  of  the  years  actually  past  in  that  country  ■  is 
beyond  all  doubt. 

This  report  indeed  of  the  coming  of  Quinctius  was  prema- 
tnre.  We  have  seen  ^  that  he  was  still  at  "Rome  February  11 
B.  C.  198 :  and  we  were  told  that  he  had  been  detained  ma- 
jorem  partem  anni^  (B.  C.  199-198)  by  the  procuration  of 
prodigies  of  various  kinds,  and  no  doubt  by  that  of  the 
eclipse,  among  the  rest.  It  is  therefore  a  significant  circum- 
stance in  the  history  of  his  year  in  the  command,  that 
no  mention  is  made  of  ht»  wintering  in  his  province  (at  Apol- 
Ionia)  as  both  liis  predecessors  were  represented  to  have  done ; 
but  that  he  is  supposed  to  have  entered  at  once  on  active 
operations  °> :  though  Livy  very  inconsistently  spesJi^s  of  his 
setting  out  Maturius  quam  priores  sohti  erant  consules™^ 
which  would  imply  that  he  actually  left  Rome  for  Macedo- 
nia early  in  the  autumn  of  B.  C.  199,  instead  (as  must  really 
have  been  the  case)  early  in  the  spring  of  B.  C.  198.  AVe 
are  of  opinion  therefore  that  the  most  probable  explanation 
of  these  different  representations  is  the  fact  that  each  of 
these  consular  years  really  bore  date  from  the  Ides  of  De- 
cember ;  Sulpicius'  October  19  B.  C.  201 ;  Villius*  October 
10  B.  C.  200 ;  and  Flamininus'  September  30  B.  C.  199.  On 
which  principle  his  comitia  probably  would  be  held  in  July  or 

<■  Livy,  xxsi.  49       <*  Ibid,  xxxii.  r.         '  Ibid.  xlii.  34  :  x<ixii.  i8. 

'  Ibid.  .1.  4.         '  Ibid.  5:  6.  ^  Supn,  p  15.     l  Livy,  xxxii.  9  :  28. 

Ii  Ibid.  6.  ™lbid.  9.  losqq. 
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Atigiiftt  previously ;  jiisl  about  the  time  when  the  report  of  hi» 
coming  to  relieve  Villius  sppcars  to  liave  reached  Macedonia, 
llie  procuratioa  of  prodigies,  reportetl  at  Rome  only  nfter 
September  30  iJ.  C.  199,  might  easily  detain  him  there  until  it 
was  too  tale  to  think  of  crossing  the  sea  until  the  spring  of 
B.  C.  lUK. 

This  change  of  mle  then  may  be  supposed  to  have  bean 
continued  until  the  end  of  this  Macedonian  var;  l.  e.  nntil 
the  fourth  year  of  the  wai-  at  least,  B.C.I  98 — 1 97  ;  in  vhieh 
T,  QuinctiuH  Flaroininus  was  retained  in  the  command  Pro 
.  Console".  The  old  rule  might  be  restored  under  the  consuls 
of  the  next  year,  U.C.  558  li.  C.  197—196,  L.  Furius  Pui^ 
pureo  M.  Claadiua  Marcelluso;  for  it  does  not  appear  that 
they  had  been  elected  before  the  news  of  the  battle  of  Cynos> 
ccphahe,  (wliich  decided  the  war.)  bad  been  received  ■£ 
HomeP. 
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SacnoN  I.— 1>«  Me  Ver  Sacrom  of  B.  C.  217,  B.  C.  196, 
and  B.  C.  194. 


i.  Irrc^lir  Calendar.  Cjrcit!  i.  i^.  354  daya. 

U.C.  558  Varr.  557  tV^Polyb.  B. a  197-1^. 

L.  Furius  I'urpureo 
M.  Claudius  Msrceltuii. 


Kaiendfp  Januahie  Sept.  }6  B.C.  197.  Nundinal  Ch&r.  B. 


*  noii.  ]8.  "  luiii.  14. 

]•  milt.  14.  as-  It  ■pptAT*  fhrai 
li»y,  KSiiii.  11.  7-ie,  liiat  a  !run*  of 
15  day*  WM  oonrWmi  by  KlmniniiKU 
■ftiT  Lbo  bAttlr;  and  Uicn  {xuiii.  13. 
Polf  li.  iviii.  ■ '.  5.  :  t,  5- )  » lon^-^r  Irrtii 
of  four  mouth*,  hi  onli-r  that  P)iiti|i 
inijlll  wTiiI  unhiUHHuJon  to  Komc.  lo 
tmt  for  piACv:  4  niouths.  t;  i^f*, 
i^j  dAy>  in  tA\.     Patybliia  Mjit  (xnli. 


35.)  tint  this  rmbun-  urirrd  aflrr 
.Mwwilu  Wte  rami-  iiitu  uiGcr.  Lttt 
us  ■nptKiw  that  Ik-  r%raf  Into  (nffipo  uq 
rhe  Idtw  of  Jllardi,  Doc.  5  B.C.  107. 
U  m  rectum  baclt  IJ5  Anyt  From  De- 
CLinhnr  5,JibriDg>  us  lujidy  13,  a*  tha 
cavlieat  paniblc  lUto  of  the  battlu  of 
Cynompbalw :  yet  probably  aot  hr 
fnim  the  anoal  <btli^. 
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)i.  Irregular  Ciilendu',  Cydc  i.  tj.  355  dajrg. 

U.C.  560  Vair.  5S9Cap.  557  Polyb.  B.C.  195-194- 

P.  ComeliDA  Kctpiu  Afncanus  ii 
Ti.  Se-m[)ronm«  L(in|{ua. 

Kalendie  Jxnuurite  ijept.  $  U.  C.  195.  Nundinal  Char.  3. 

We  ore  told  by  Liryi  uiut  Plutarcti(|  ttint  one  of  the  first 
things  which  wa«  doue  at  Koine,  after  the  battle  of  ThrasimeBe 
»nd  after  the  appointmeat  of  Fabius  Mnximuii  tu  the  oHlcc  of 
Pro- Dictator,  was  to  consult  the  Sibylline  books  j  and  then, 
in  obedience  to  some  direction  mipposcd  to  have  been  dis- 
covered therein,  to  bind  the  republic  among  other  obligations 
to  that  of  the  vow  of  the  Ver  Sacrum  :  the  nature  of  which, 
and  the  probable  origin  of  the  peculiar  H[)peltatiou  by  which 
it  appears  to  have  been  called,  we  may  possibly  have  occasion 
to  illustrate  in  connection  with  the  history  of  the  Primitive 
calendar  under  n  diiTcrciit  branch  of  oiir  subject.  What  was 
denoted  hy  it  in  this  particular  inst-ance,  anil  what  kind  of 
obligation  the  Romans  were  now  contracting  by  tliis  vow, 
appears  sufficiently  from  Livy  and  Plutarch'. 

It  LB  evident  however  from  these  accounts  i.  That  the  per- 
formance of  this  vow  dcjiciidud  on  a  certain  condition;  Si 
rcspublica  populi  Itumani  Uuiritiiim  ad  quinqueuniiuu  proxi- 
mum  salva  scr\'ata  esset.  ii.  That  even  in  this  eaeo  uo  ttiiic 
was  fixed  for  the  actual  performance  of  the  vow.  It  could 
not  become  binding  under  any  circumstances  before  the 
period  prescribed  beforehand;  five  years  from  B.C.  217: 
and  it  was  not  necessarily  to  be  performed  even  then,  though 
the  obligation  to  its  performance  some  time  or  other  might 
then  become  final  and  confessed.  We  need  not  therefore  be 
surprised  to  find  no  actual  fulfilment  of  such  a  vow  on  record 
before  the  consular  year  of  M.  Porciua  Cato  L.  Valerius 
PlacctiB  r.C  55i)Varro  B.C.  196—195.  This  year  entered 
on  the  Ides  of  March',  November  25  B.C.  19fi:  after  which 
and  after  the  division  of  provinces  for  the  year  Livy  observes* ; 
Pro^inciSs  ita  distributis  confutes  priusquam  ub  urbe  proficis- 
cerentur  Ver  Sacrum  ex  poutificum  jusau  fecere,  quod  A. 
i'Urnelius   Mammula   prsetor  rorerat   da   seuatus  sontontia 


<  iJTJt   xsiL  %.    9.   10.     fintarch.  Kabiu*  Manimiu.  iv-  '  Lotu  vil. 

CC.  OlonjnHi,  I,  16.  13.  14.  •  utnt.  41.  43.  ■  aaxHi.  41. 
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popuUque  jussu  Co.  Sernlio  C.  Flamitiio  consoUbun.   aono 
pu»t  uiio  ft  vigiiiti  fuctuiu  est  ijuaui  votuui. 

Ilicre  wcro  ocrtaiiil.v  21  yeart  only  &oin  u  given  tiaio  B.  C. 
217  to  the  same  time  B.  C.  190.  But  if  this  vow  was  fulfilled 
Kt  Inst,  as  Livy  gives  us  to  uiidcmtHiKl,  on)}' juot  nben  tbew 
consuls  were  departing  from  Rome  to  their  respective  ppo- 
viocea,  it  miiat  have  been  in  the  spring  of  B.  C.  195  :  awl  as  tho 
vow,  contracted  soon  after  the  battle  of  Thniiimeue,  must  have 
been  so  contracted  in  the  summer,  B.C.  217,  it  is  manifest 
that  it  must  have  been  fulfilie*!  at  last  in  tbe  22nd  year,  not 
in  the  2l8t,  after  it  had  been  eoutracted ;  and  iu  the  2^nd  year 
excuiitc  too.  Still  on  this  point  we  need  not  press  Livy  too 
closely.  The  date  of  Thrasimcnc  is  fixed  to  the  Roiimu  June 
22  C.  C.  537  B.  C.  217.  There  were  21  pairs  of  oousuls  be- 
tween those  of  II.  (.'.  .537  and  these  of  U.  C.  .'joO,  both  exclu- 
sive :  and  this  perhaps  was  all  that  Livy  looked  at. 

It  is  much  more  important  for  the  illustration  of  our 
Bomatt  calendar  that  we  should  endeavoiu-  to  explain  the 
reaaous,  which  might  have  caused  a  delay  of  this  kind  be- 
tween the  contrnctiiin  of  a  special  oblifnition  and  its  fulfdmcnt 
at  last;  or  which  might  have  designated  luid  pointful  out  tbia 
year  of  U.  C.  558  B.C.  197-196  as  the  fittest  for  the  per^ 
fonnance  of  a  vow  made  iu  TJ.  C.  5.37  B.  C.  217. 

And  on  this  question  it  is  almost  supertluous  to  obscrre 
first  of  uU  that  this  delay  could  have  bad  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Lustral  cycle ;  for,  whether  the  interval  between  the  vow  and 
its  performance  wus  21  years  or  22  years,  in  neither  case  was 
it  any  measure  of  the  Lustral  period  of  five  years.  Secondly 
neit.bcr  conld  it  have  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  cycle  of 
the  calendar ;  the  rfijitiar  cycle :  which  was  one  of  21.  years. 
The  Romans  could  not  havo  been  purposely  deferring  the 
fulfilment  of  the  vow  nptil  this  time,  in  order  that  the  same 
year  of  the  cycle  might'attest  and  seal  the  fulfilment,  which 
had  contracted  and  attested  the  obligation  to  it.  And  yet 
though  the  year  of  the  cycle  could  not  possibly  ha* e  bcea 
regarded  in  tbia  instance,  yet,  if  we  conaider  the  nature  of  the 
vow  itself,  (that  of  the  Ver  Sacrum,)  it  is  very  eoaceivable 
titat  tho  relation  of  tin!  calendar  to  the  natural  year  at  this 
time,  nnd  at  the  time  uhen  the  vow  was  contracted,  might 
be  regarded  ;  and  very  probably  would  be.    Let  u«  therefore 
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proceed  to  compare  the  calendar,  aa  it  stood  B.  C.  218 — 217, 
with  the  calendar  as  it  was  standing  B.C.  197 — 196;  in 
order  to  diacorer  whether  there  was  any  thing  at  this  time  in 
the  latter  analogous  to  the  former,  so  long  before. 


Compar'utm  iff  the  Regular,  or  Deeemviral,  Calendar  Cyclt  x.  15  and  16, 
fl.  C.  318-317,  tcith  the  Irregular,  Cycle  i.  13,  B.  C.  197-196. 


Regular  Calendar. 

Irregular 

Calendar. 

SalmidK. 

UUn.       B.C. 

Kikndv. 

Midn.       H.  C. 

ix  Septemhns 

Sept.  39  318 

i  Jaouaria; 

Sept.  36  197 

z  Octobres 

Oct.  j8    .. 

ii  Februarife 

Oct.    35    .. 

xi  NoTeinbree 

Nov.  38    . . 

iii  Martise 

Nov.    31 

xii  Decembres 

Dec.  27    ,. 

iv  Apnles 

Dec.   33    . . 

i  Janoarife 

Jan.  35  3t7 

V  Maiie 

Jan.    30  196 

ii  Febmariv 

Feb.   33    .. 

vi  Juoia: 

Feb.    30   .. 

iii  Martiie 

Mar.  33    . . 

vii  Quinctiles 

Mar.  ai    .. 

IT  Aprilea 

April  33    . . 

viii  Sextiles 

April  31    .. 

V  Maue 

May  31    .. 

ix  SeptembreH  May   30    . . 

vi  Junw 

June  It    . . 

X  Octobres 

June  18    . . 

m  Quinctiles 

July   30    . . 

xi  NoTembres 

July   19    . . 

viii  Sextiles 

Aug.  30    . . 

xii  Decembres 

Aug.  17    .. 

It  is  evident  from  this  comparisun  that,  between  the  calen- 
dar as  it  stood  B.  C.  218-217  and  the  calendar  as  it  was 
standing  B.  C.  197—196,  there  was  as  close  an  agreement  as 
in  the  nature  of  things  was  possible  in  the  case  of  a  regular 
and  of  an  irregular  calendar ;  which  alter  a  certain  time  could 
not  agree  together  except  in  name.  The  months,  which  in 
each  of  these  calendars  corresponded  to  the  Julian  March 
and  April  respectively,  through  their  agreement  to  those 
two,  and  at  this  time,  are  seen  to  have  coincided  with  each 
other  almost  to  a  day.  They  differed  only  in  name  ;  i.  e.  in 
being  Martius  and  Aprilis  in  the  regular  calendar  B.  C.  217, 
and  Quinctilis  and  Sextiiis  in  the  irregular  B.  C.  196.  It  is 
manifest  therefore  that  the  two  summer  months  in  the  regu- 
lar calendar,  B.  C.  217,  Quinctilis  and  Sextilis,  at  this  particu- 
lar juncture  of  B.  C.  196  had  got  into  the  place  of  the  two 
spring  months,  Martius  and  Aprilis;  and  that  being  the  case 
this  juncture  of  time  B.  C.  196  might  be  purposely  fixed  upon 
as  the  fittest  which  could  have  been  selected  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  so  peculiar  a  vow  as  that  of  offering  the  productions 
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of  s|)niig  at  last,  under  the  snma  circumntanccii  under  which 
they  )>ad  been  dudicnted  at  first.  These  tnouthi  U.  C.  217 
vere  MnrtiiiK  Hud  AprUis,  and  B.C.  lUC  they  were  Ouiootiha 
and  Sextilis :  i.  e  these  two  latter  It.  V..  196  were  rcfHVMat- 
ing  the  very  same  monihs  in  tlic  uatural  year,  as  the  two 
former  B.  C  217.  This  cuincideiicc  might  evidently  have  the 
effect  of  destguntiug  these  two  muuths  B.  C.  190^  as  the  most 
appropriate  for  the  fulfilnjont  of  the  vow  which  had  already 
devoted  the  prodnctions  of  spring  in  particular  to  a  certain 
]iurpo»c.  Add  to  this  that  the  vow  also  mnst  have  been 
made  in  the  Himie  month  of  Quinctilis  It.  C.  217.  which  by  ita 
place  in  the  natural  year  H  C  liX)  was  now^  reminding  the  Ro- 
mans of  the  vow  itself.  The  battle  of  Thnisimenc  was  fought 
June  22  Komaa  U.C.  537  July  12  B.C.  317:  and  It  woald 
be  easy  to  shew  from  the  course  of  circumstanoos  after  it* 
that  Fabius  must  have  been  appuiiit«d  prodictator  wittiin 
eight  or  ten  days  at  the  utmost  from  the  time  when  the 
news  of  the  defeat  reached  Rome.  This  vow  of  the  Vcr  Sa- 
crum then  contracted  so  soon  after  was  undoubtedly  con- 
tracted in  the  mouth  Quinctilis. 

AVe  may  conclude  therefore  that  this  time  was  purposely 
chosen  for  the  discharge  of  the  vow  at  lust  because  the  state 
of  the  calendar  relatively  to  the  uatural  year  B.  C.  196, 
mutatis  mutamlis  only,  was  as  nearly  as  possible  identical 
with  what  it  had  been  in  the  same  respect  B.C.  217,  when 
the  vow  itself  was  made.  We  nuiy  suppose  too  that  under 
such  drcunistancM  the  V'pr  Sacrum  in  [{uestion,  (which  must 
have  been  intended  of  the  productions  of  spring  in  some 
sense  or  other,]  was  reckoned  to  consist  of  the  young  of 
those  animals  of  »  speclfxed  description"  which  had  been 
bom  in  the  course  of  nature  between  March  21  and  May  20 
B.C.  196;  and  that  these  having  thus  been  formally  declared 
designate  and  set  apart  for  that  purpose  at  this  time  B.  C. 
I9C,  ttiey  wore  ufl'erod  at  last,  iu  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  terms  of  the  voW",  B.C.  195.  They  would  consequently 
be  so  designated  in  the  spring  B.  C  196,  just  21  years  after 
B.  C.  217 ;  though  they  would  not  be  actually  sacrificed  l>e- 
fore  the  same  time  B.C.  195,  just  before  the  coiunls  of  the 
year  took  the  field,  '22  ycarx  after  B.  C.  217.     And  it  would 
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SMtn  that  on  this  principle  it  must  have  been  cousidered  ne- 
ceatary  to  the  dao  diMharge  of  the  obligatiou  which  was 
nmlentood  to  have  been  properly  coiitractetl  by  the  vow, 
irhetlier  expressly  bo  spet^itied  in  its  terms  or  not,  that  each 
of  the  animals  in  qunation,  which  composed  this  Var  Sacnia 
in  tbc  complex,  shciuld  be  a  year  old  Trhen  it  vafl  actnally 
offertid  at  last. 

Sbction  II.— On  the  TepftUion  o/theYer  Sacmm  U.C.  194; 
and  on  the  retutom  to  which  it  usis  pruhaMy  due. 

The  state  of  the  calcndur  at  each  of  these  iiointii  of  time 
B.C.  21R-217  and  B  C.  197-1 9(i  rcspectivrly  was  snch 
that  the  Jnouarius  of  the  latter  had  got  into  the  place  of  the 
September  of  the  former,  and  the  (^uinctilis  of  the  one  had 
got  into  the  place  of  the  Martina  of  the  other.  Conse- 
quently, if  Marlius  and  Aprilis  were  to  be  considered  the 
ipciiig  mouths  B.C.  217.  OninctiliB  and  Sextilis  most  have 
required  to  be  so  considered  B.C.  196.  To  place  this  out  of 
question  wu  have  only  to  observe  that  the  Kalcndu  Januariie 
B.  C.  197,  as  the  scheme  shews,  were  falling  September  20; 
on  the  very  day  of  the  true  equinox  of  autumn  for  that 
year:  and  the  Kalends;  C^inctilcs  B.  C  IWfiwcrc  falling  on 
March  21,  only  three  days  earlier  than  March  24  the  true 
date  of  the  equinox  of  spring  that  year  also.  On  every  prin- 
i-iplc  then  there  would  seem  to  have  been  abundant  reason 
whv  thin  vear  U.  C.  196,  and  this  time  of  the  vear,  between 
the  Kalends  of  Quinctilis  and  the  Kalends  of  September^ 
vhould  have  been  Hclccted  fur  declaring  and  setting  apart 
thoK  particular  productions  of  the  natural  year  and  of  the 
•priug  lime  of  that  year,  to  which  the  terms  of  the  vow  in 
D.  C.  217  had  specifically  bound  the  republic. 

It  must  be  evident  too  on  this  principle  that  according  to 
the  prima  facie  coustruction  of  the  vow  by  the  pontifical 
college  the  prudncliuns  of  the  natural  season  of  spring  in 
question  must  have  been  supposed  to  be  those  of  these  two 
nonths  of  the  calendar  Quinctilis  and  Sextilis,  in  particular; 
DOT  could  any  one  say  that  such  n  construction  of  tho  prima 
facie  meaning  and  obligation  of  the  vow  was  not  the  mo»t 
agreeable  to  couimon  sense  and  to  the  reason  of  things  whicli 
cDuM  have  been  put  upon  it.     Nevertheless  the  actual  state 
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of  the  calendar  at  this  partirtilar  juncture  B.C.  196  being 
such  Ibiit  the  cnlendHr  months  of  the  spring  de  facto  liaxl 
got  into  the  autumn  of  the  natural  rear,  aud  the  caleudaj* 
months  of  summer  had  got  into  the  Kpiiug  of  the  natural 
jcear  :  thia  state  of  the  case  was  obviously  ca|)ub]e  of  sug- 
gestiu;;  a  certain  doubt,  and  of  giving  occasion  to  a  certain 
Bcruplcj  which  was  ver^  likely  to  Iutc  weight  with  the  Ro- 
mans of  the  time,  prcdispased  as  they  were  to  mi3g;i\'iiigs  and 
mitiapprchensions  of  that  kind.  And  this  doubt  and  this 
scruple,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  would  be  Whe- 
ther the  uatuntl  productions  of  Qiiinctilis  and  Sextilis,  the 
two  summer  inontlis  of  the  calendar,  could  with  propriety  b« 
coosidered  and  railed  a  Ver  SacrwH  ?  could  be  trualed  iw  if 
they  had  boeu  thoau  of  the  two  spring  mouths  of  the  calen- 
dar, MartiuB  and  Aprilis  'i 

Now  this  doubt  and  this  scruple  appear  to  have  actunlly 
suggested  thcmM'lvcs  first  to  the  Ponttfex  Mnximus,  P.  Lici- 
uius  C'rassus,  and  then  through  hiiu  to  the  rest  of  the  poati- 
Hoal  college.  For  Liv^-  proceeds  to  relate  of  the  next  yeai; 
U.  C.  560  Varr.  B.  C.  19y-19t«,  after  the  ingress,  i.  c  the 
Idcs  of  Marcli,  Nov.  15  H.  C.  195,  and  after  tlie  sortitio  of 
of  provinces  for  the  yearr:  Ver  sacrum  factum  erut  priore 
anno  M.  Porcio  ot  L.  Valerio  consnlibus.  id  qunm  P.  Lici- 
nius  Pontifex  nan  esse  recte  factum  collegio  primum  dcinde 
ex  Buctoritnte  collcgii  pntribus  renuntiasset ;  de  integro  faci- 
endum arhitratn  pontilicum  cenNUcrant  . .  .  Ver  Sacrum  videri 
pecus  quofl  natum  c^ict  inter  Kalendns  Martias  ct  pridie 
Kalendas  Maias  P.  Cuniclio  Scipioue  et  Ti.Sempruuio  Lougo 
consulibus. 

This  testimony  is  amply  sufficient  to  designate  beyond  &U 
doubt  the  two  calendar  niouths  of  spring,  Martius  and  Apri- 
lis; as  indeed,  according  to  the  regular  calendar,  they  must 
always  have  been  :  their  earliml  limits  in  that  being  March  6 
-May  5  ;  their  iate»t  April  5-Jime  4 ;  their  jHean,  or  normal 
and  proper,  being  March  IS— May  )7. 

There  is  consequfUtly  every  reason  to  conclude  that  the 
moving  cause  to  tliis  repetition  of  the  Ver  Sacrtun  tw  such 
M  wi*  have  supjiosed  ;  the  raiaing  of  a  question  whether  the 
actual  productions  of  the  two  spring'  months  of  the  year,  or 
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ifame  of  tbe  two  8|imig  nioothH  of  the  calendar,  were  to  be 
considered  what  the  terms  of  the  vnw  intendctl  by  the  Ver 
SMran.  If  the  imlunil  [>rD(]:ictions  of  K]irin(^  were  to  be 
nndeniood  as  so  intendeil.  ihonv  of  Uuinctilis  nnd  Scxtilis  in 
the  calendar  must  have  been  considen^d  to  answer  to  them 
If.  C,  IHU;  iftheacttin)  productions  of  the  spring  niontba  of 
the  calendar  were  tu  be  supposed  to  hare  been  meant,  tbo&e 
trf'Martius  and  .Aprilis  alone  B.C.  19(3  should  have  been  set 
ftfHUt.  On  the  first  occasion  the  collq;e  had  ruled  that  tho 
former  roust  have  been  meant;  and  every  one  we  think  must 
ullow  that  they  had  judged  and  ruled  rightly.  On  this  sc. 
oond  occasion  they  were  called  npon  to  revise  that  judgment; 
and  the  effect  of  this  re^'isiou  it  seems  was  to  reverse  it,  and 
to  decide  that  according  to  the  strict  and  bteral  intorpreta- 
tioii  of  the  terms  of  the  vow,  and  of  the  obhgation  contracted 
thereby,  the  latter  was  the  proper  construction.  It  is  self- 
cndent  under  such  circum stances  tbat  the  question  was  one 
which  lay  entirely  between  the  spirit  and  the  tetier  of  tlic 
terms  of  a  particular  ol)ligation  ;  that  before  the  pontifical 
body  had  construed  them  strictly  in  conformity  to  the  spirit, 
though  contrary  to  the  letter,  and  that  now  they  were  doing 
just  the  reverse,  construing  them  stiictly  in  conformity  to 
tbe  letter,  but  altogether  contrary  to  the  sjiirit.  And  it 
Mems  this  idea  of  rercrsing  their  former  decision,  and  on 
■adi  grounds  as  these,  ilid  not  occur  Brst  to  the  body  in 
general  but  to  the  Pontifex  ^^taximus  in  particular.  It  gives 
u»  therefore,  as  we  before  obscr^'cd^,  nn  insight  into  his  cha- 
racter and  the  turn  of  his  mind  ;  and  it  renders  it  less  sur- 
prising tliat  just  such  Rnother  scruple  and  misgiving  as 
tliWr  or  if  possible  one  even  more  repugnant  to  common 
•eose  than  this,  working  on  the  peculiiu-  Husceptibilitiea  of 
such  an  habit  and  turn  of  mind  as  his,  should  have  led  to 
the  abjmdonment  of  tbe  regular  cycle  and  regular  ndminis- 
tration  of  the  calendar  while  he  had  the  charge  of  both.  For 
tbat  this  did  take  place  de  facto  while  this  Pontifcx  was  at 
die  head  of  the  college  does  not  Rdmit  of  a  question. 

It  is  clear  however  that  no  such  donht  as  this  could  ever 
ha^e  arisen,  but  for  the  [>cculinr  state  of  the  calendar  at  the 
lirae :   i.  e.  the  tact  that  tluinctilis  and  Sextilis  in  the  civil 
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jear  hfu\  now  got  into  the  same  place  in  the  oatuml  year 
which  should  hnvc  been  occupied  hy  Martius  and  ApriUs.  It 
is  therefore  itself  oue  among;  othf^r  confirmation!!  of  the  truth 
of  our  oOcndar,  not  ouly  for  the  particular  year  in  which  it  ■ 
appear*  to  have  ariseu.  but  also  for  the  whole  of  the  adtnini-  « 
stration  frou  B.C.  208  downwards;  which  had  brought  th« 
calendar  itself  in  this  particular  year  of  15.  C.  J9G  ioto  ao 
peculiar  &  state  of  relation  to  tiie  uaturul  year,  and  one  so 
contrary  to  its  proper  relation  to  it  at  any  tiiau  and  to  ita 
nominal  relation  to  it  at  all  timea. 

Ah  to  the  period  of  the  year,  at  which  this  revision  of  the 
vow  was  probably  taking  place ;  it  may  be  inferred  from  the 
terms  of  the  decision — Ver  Sacrum  videri  quod  natum  eutt 
{Had  been  born,  not  ShovUd  be  bom)  inter  Kalendas  Martins 
et  pridic  Kalcndas  Maias — that  it  must  have  been  later  ttiaa 
the  Kalends  of  )Iay  at  least  here  specified,  December  31 
B.C.  195:  and  we  may  presume  that  it  was  actually  taking 
place  about  the  same  time  B.  V..  lOi  at  which  the  offering  of 
the  Ver  Sacrum  (previously  set  apart  in  I).  C.  196]  had  taken 
place  iu  B.  C.  195  ;  that  is,  about  the  time  of  the  departure 
of  the  consuls  of  the  year  to  their  provinces. 

The  limits  prescribed  on  this  second  occasion  were  No- 
TOmber  1  and  December  30  B.  C.  105.  They  included 
between  them  the  Komon  Martins  aud  the  Roman  Aprilis 
of  U-  C.  "jfK)  Varr. ;  and  cumprebended  a  period  of  (iO  days 
exactly.  We  consider  however  nothing  more  to  have  been 
intended  in  this  specification  than  to  define  the  preciitc  HmiCa 
of  spring  properly  mi  callril  in  the  calendar ;  its  actual  liiuits, 
while  the  calendar  was  rc^lar,  its  nominal  limits  even  when 
it  WHS  irregular.  The  mouths  thus  defined  are  clearly  two. 
Martius  and  Aprilis.  In  strictness  tlic  spring  months  of  the 
regular  calendar  must  have  been  three,  Februanus,  Martiua. 
anil  ApriliK:  but  then!  mig-lil  sometimes  be  n  doubt  concem> 
ing  tbe  first  whether  it  did  not  belong  as  properly  to  the 
winter  as  to  the  spring.  But  there  never  could  be  auy  doubt 
on  that  point  concerning  the  two  latter. 


< 
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CHAPTER   VI. 


Section  I. — On  the  date  of  the  opening  of  the  campaign  in  the 
first  year  qfthe  war  with  Antiochtu. 


Irrefodf  Calendar,  Cjrcle  L  l8.  377  days. 


U.C.  563  Virr.  56a  Cap.  ,«;6o  Polyb.  B.  C.  193-191. 

M*.  Acilius  Glabrio 

P.  ConieliuB  Scip'io  Nasica. 


Kalendte  Jaouarue  Aug.  4  B.  C.  193.  Nundinal  Char.  3. 

This  year  was  the  fint  of  the  war  with  Autiochus  Magnus. 
The  command  of  the  anny  for  this  first  year  of  that  war  fell 
to  the  lot  of  the  consul  Acilius  ^.  And  Livy  tells  us  that  he 
ordered  his  troops  to  rendezvous  at  Brundusimn  on  the  Ides 
of  May ;  and  set  out  himself  from  the  city,  to  put  himself  at 
their  head,  on  the  t  Nonas  Maias'>.  Omnibus  jam  satis 
comparatis  M*  Acilius  consul  edixit  ut  qnos  L.  Quinctins 

milites  conscripnsset uti  omaes  Brundisium  Idibus  Maiis 

convenirent.  ipse  ante  diem  quintum  Nonas  Maiaa  paludatus 
orbo  egressua  est.  per  eosdem  dies  et  prsetores  in  proTincias 
profecti  sunt. 

Now,  were  nothing  known  from  any  other  quarter  of  the 
state  of  Ae  Roman  calendar  at  this  particular  time,  it  might 
hare  been  inferred  from  the  preceding  statement  that  it 
mnst  have  been  still  regular,  still  true  to  the  natural  year ; 
that  the  Roman  Mains  at  least  must  now  have  been  occupy- 
iBg  that  place  in  the  natural  year  which  was  the  most  con- 
venient for  transporting  an  army  from  the  coast  of  Italy  to 
the  opposite  coast  of  Greece,  and  the  most  likely  to  be  fixed 
npon  in  these  times  for  crossing  the  sea  under  any  circum- 
stances :  and  this  place,  as  every  one  would  allow,  must  have 
been  much  the  same  then  as  that  of  the  Julian  May  at  preeent. 
■  livjr,  xxxTi.  i,  >  :  xxxt,  14. 41.  >>  Ibid,  zzxvi.  3. 


Oh  the  Verijiratiou  of  the  Homan  Valvndar.     uits.  itfri' 

If  so,  these  statettien(j<  of  Livy  might  have  hwii  implicitly  rr- 
coivc^l  and  argued  upon  aa  proofs  that  the  cnlcndnr  iros 
rcgulfir  nt  this  time ;  or  had  not  yet  demted  senBibly  from 
its  regular  place  in,  nnd  ita  prop^^r  rclution  to,  the  natnral 
year 

A  very  little  attention  however  to  the  wibgequeut  acconnt 
of  things  notild  aoon  convince  ug  that  if  Livy  was  to  be  ren> 
dered  consistent  with  himself  this  conclanion  must  be  pre- 
mature. For  i.  it  appcai-a  that  when  these  things  were  going 
on  nt  Rome  or  in  Italy  it  was  still  the  Hibcmonim  temptn ' 
at  Chnlcisin  Euboea,  where  Antiochns  himnclf  wan  at  this  time. 
ii.  Even  after  this  it  was  still  only  the  middle  of  winter  when 
the  conftultation  was  held  at  Dcmctriaa  ^  cooceruinji^  the  oc- 
cupation of  Tlicusaly,  at  wliich  Hannibal  was  present,  iii 
The  time  of  moving  out  of  winter-quarters  was  scarcely  yet 
arrived  [it  a  still  later  period,  when  Philip  gave  notice  to  the 
Roiriiin  proprietor  M.  Itu^biuH  of  Antiochus'  entrance  into 
Thessaly".  iv.  It  was  »till  wiuter  ten  days  after  the  occupa- 
tion of  Phene'";  and  even  when  Antiochus  was  now  before 
Lorissn:    Nunc  hiemem  et  tempus  anni  uulli  bellicrc  rei...... 

aptnm itaque  hiemem  instarc  apud  auoa  canssatus:    and 

that  was  still  the  case  when  be  returned  to  Dcmctriaa  and 
from  thence  to  Chalcini:;  and  even  when,  after  all  these 
thiugs,  be  was  at  Chalcis  ^  celebrating  his  marriage  to  the 
young  woman  whom  Polybius  ealls  KubcBa"*:  hia  army 
meanwhile  being  disposed  lu  hiheruiii  in  Ikeotia. 

The  Priucipium  verts  and  the  resumption  of  military  ope- 
rations by  Antiochus  on  the  one  liand  and  hy  Philip  and 
Baebiua  on  the  other '  are  mentioned  after  all  the  preceding 
events;  and  the  first  allusion  to  the  actual  passage  of  the 
Roman  consul  across  the  sea  is  inter[)ot)cd  between  :  and  that 
too,  as  the  context  sbews.  only  in  the  shape  of  a  rumour 

*  He  nys  Iwwevcr  ihnt  tbiN  nwrnc  wsa  jfiveii  her  by  Antiochus  himself. 
Apinao  Syriaca  30  calls  her  Ev)3^a. 


«  Liry,  %xx'r\.  f.  Cf,  folyhiiif,  xx. 
3. 1  i-fl.  }  4.   AppiM,  KyiWA,  16. 

*  Liv»,  it>ii.  A,  7. 

«  Ibi,i.  B.  Cf.  13. 

(  Ibid.  9, 10.  ■  Ibid.  10, 1 1. 

^Ilikl.  II.  Pclvlnaii.  Rx.  8.  Tf. 
AlbniRiu,  X.  j,^.    Jtului,  nxt.  it.  |  ,f. 


Applan,  Svrinra,  t6.  PhmN.  ii.  H.  ^ 
Zotunu,  IT.  19.  451.  A.  B.  Uiudivut, 
Kxii.  eu|<poH'fl  rhU  iiiarrUgv  ui  bare 
been  cfllebntrd  at  Dcnctriae, 

>  Ilnil.    It,    13.    Cf.    10.    A ppHut, 
SjrimrB,  1;— 10. 
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arimng  out  of  Oic  scAson  of  the  year,  aa  the  first  whici)  had 
yet  occurred  of  which  advantage  might  hare  been  takea  for 
•uch  a  pasKige  ;  Huiic  rutnoroni  <|uia  simileui  veri  tcmpus 
aoai  maturuiQ  jam  ad  imvi^^Lnduin  facicbut,  rex....Cbalcidein 
rediit^.  Nor  had  Acjilius  in  fact  yet  crossed  tho  sou.  The 
mentioD  of  his  passage  historically  nud  of  the  landing  of  his 
armv  in  Greece  and  of  \m  marching,  (u%  he  did  first  of  all.) 
to  Larisaa  occurs  after  all  these  things ' ;    Per  eos  forte  dies 

M'  Acihn^  consul niari  trnjccto  pedestros  copias  Larijisam 

ducere  delccto*  niihtuui  tribuuos  jussit :  and  it  appears  that 
be  Inoded  tirat  in  'I'bessaly  >». 

It  is  quite  clear  then  that  the  time  appointed  by  the  consul 
for  the  assembling  of  his  troupn  at  Brundusium,  followed  by 
hia  own  departure  from  liumc  agiiiust  the  same  day,  could 
not  have  been  that  when  it  was  either  intended  or  expected 
that  they  were  to  put  to  dca.  It  hajt  turned  out  on  iuquiry 
into  the  circumstances  of  this  time  that  it  must  have  been 
the  midillc  of  winter;  when  the  »ea  at  this  period  of  anti- 
quity, (iuid  ctipecially  in  tho  opinion  of  the  Konians.  and  for 
any  auch  purpose  uh  the  trauvport  of  lu'inios  and  of  the  mu- 
oitions  of  war,)  was  considere<i  to  l>u  shut.  It  turna  out  too 
that  the  time  when  the  sea  wna  actually  crossed  by  them  at 
last  was  Inter  than  the  Priitcipium  Vifria  and  the  Tempua  ad 
narignmitan  jam  mntuntm  ^  neither  of  which  in  these  times 
ooutd  have  been  earlier  than  the  vernal  eifuiuox  :  nor  even 
■o  early. 

Instead  then  of  coinciding  with  the  Juliau  May  the  Roman 
Maiiu  at  this  time  tuust  have*  been  coinciding  with  the  mid- 
dle of  winter.  No  coucluaiou  but  this  could  possibly  be 
deduced  from  a  careful  and  critical  connderntion  of  the  course 
subsetiuent  events:  and  none  else,  it  is  evident,  could  have 

[•r\ed  to  reconcile  Livy  to  himself.  Now  nil  this  is  explained 
by  our  calendar.  The  year  of  Acilius  Glabrio  entered  on  tho 
[des  of  March  U,C.  6ti3    Varr.  Nov.    5    B  C,   193.     The 

Nonas  Maiati  that  year,  when  he  act  ont  for  BrundusiutDj 
fell  on  December  ^rd  ;  and  the  Ides  of  May,  appointed  for 
muster  of  hi«  troops  there,  fell  on  .fanuary  t  B.  C   191. 

Thy  that  day  in  particular  was  fixed  upon  for  this  pur|)os« 
i>  another  question ;  which  we  are  not  bound  to  be  able  to 
»  Utj,  ww»i.  «.  '  IWd,  M.  «•  t*  n. 


Q6 


On  Me  Verification  of  the  Ronum  Calendar,    uiss.iii 


answer  But  it  wa»  probably  bccnuse  the  consul  wbs  proposing 
to  pass  the  winter  properly  w  cailt-d,  (i.e.  reckoned  from  tbi» 
solstice  December  24,)  at  Brundusium  and  on  tbe  spot,  ratber 
than  an}'  irhere  else;  iu  order  to  be  able  to  crau  the  aea 
ou  the  eai-licst  opportunity  which  might  present  itsdf  iu  tbe 
eusuiiig  aprtog.  On  the  next  occHsiun  of  the  annic  kind, 
B.C.  190,  the  rendezvous  at  finindusium  was  appointed  for 
the  Ides  of  Quinctilis,  March  18;  and  the  consul  left  Rome 
to  repair  thither  hinisolf  on  the  v  Idus,  March  14.  And  this 
is  probably  what  Acilius  himself  would  have  been  found  to 
have  done  ou  the  present  occasion .  had  be  deemed  it  advise- 
able  to  pass  the  winter  at  Ilome  and  not  at  lirundusium. 

Suction  U.—Irreguior  Calendar,  Cycle  I  19.  378  daft. 

U.C.  S64  Varr.  563  C«p.  gfit  Pdyb.  B.C.  191-190. 

L.  Coroelinft  Sci^iia  {pott  diet.  Aaialicu«) 
C.  LcliiiH. 


Kalcndip  Janunhn  Ang.  16  U.C.  191.  Nundioal  Char.  a. 


i.  On  t/te  date  of  the  buttle  0/ Magnesia  ad  Sipylum. 

The  truth  of  our  Roman  calendar  and  of  its  particular  do- 
taOs,  for  this  year  of  tlie  city,  is  placed  out  of  doubt  hy  the 
eclipse  of  the  v  Idus  Quinctiles  in  this  year  of  the  city,  and 
of  March  14  Julian,  B.  C.  190".  It  is  superfluous  therefore 
to  enter  on  tbe  consideration  of  the  c\-ents  of  this  year,  solely 
for  that  purpose.  But  the  year  is  memorable  in  Roman  bi»- 
tory  as  tbut  of  the  first  expeditiuu  of  the  Ruiuans  iuto  Asia 
Minor.  Its  moral  eftuct  ou  the  chamcter,  niaiiners,  and 
policy  of  the  Romans  from  the  same  time  forward  has  been 
noticed  as  something  remarkable :  and  not  for  the  better  but 
for  the  wor*c.  One  of  its  events  was  the  battle  of  ^fagnesia 
ad  Sipylum,  which  decided  the  war  with  .\ntiochu9 ;  and  with 
the  knowledge  of  those  factit  which  have  been  left  on  record 
as  preceding  it,  and  with  tbe  assistance  of  our  calendar,  wo 
are  able  to  determine  the  very  day  of  this  battle.  The  iiaral 
transactions  of  the  year  also  gave  btrth  to  two  important 
actions  by  sea ;  the  battle  of  Phasclis  or  Sida,  and  that  of 

■  9upn,  p.  5- 


I 
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.  ^lyonnesus:  and  we  are  able  to  determine  the  dav  of  the 
^^tter  also.  We  lioi>c  thcrttfom  to  lie  excused,  if  we  dwell 
^VMnevhat  particularly  on  hotti  chc  military  and  tlie  naval 
I  proceedings  of  tlii»  year;  so  far  at  least  us  may  be  ncccftBary 
l^far  each  of  these  purposes,  the  dctcnnination  of  the  date  of 
^Vm9  battle  of  Magnesia  by  land,  and  of  that  of  Fhaselis  and 
I  4hat  of  MyouneiUB  by  sea.  And,  though  the  date  of  each  of 
^uesc  latter  battles  in  strictness  was  earlier  than  that  of  the 
^^nlllc  of  Magiiesiu.  we  will  n overt hcleii:«  begin  with  inquiring 
into  the  date  uC  this  battle  of  Al  agiif.»iii. 

■ii.  On  the  date  o/the  arrival  of  the  army  under  Mplo  at  the 

»Iielle»poHt :  and  on  the  tenn  of  days  in  the  Roman  Calendar 
ofthv  Mota  Ancilia  necduni  condita. 
Tbc  consul  Scipio  appointed  his  forces  to  rcudexvoua  at 
Bruudusinm,  against  the  commencement  of  thin  Asiatic  cam* 
paign.  on  the  Idea  of  Quinctilia  in  his  year ;  March  ]  8  B.  C. 
I9(> ;  end  he  set  ont  himself  from  Home  to  take  the  command 
of  tfaeui  there  on  or  about  the  t  Idus  of  the  same  month". 
And  if  we  may  suppose  that  this  was  done  accordingly,  and 
,  that  eTery  thing  was  ready  fur  the  pasiuige  on  or  soon  after 
3farch  18;  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  we  should  not 
also  suppose  that  the  army  was  transported  to  ApoUoniaP  in 

I March  or  in  April  B.  C.  190. 

^K  It  is  not  necessary  for  our  purpose  to  trace  the  march  to 
^Bhe  Hellespont')  with  a  %-iew  to  fix  the  chronology  of  its  dif- 
^pcrent  stages.  We  may  suppose  the  consul  and  his  army 
already  arrived  at  the  Hellespont'.  The  day  of  theii-  arrival 
licrc  is  otherwise  known ;  and  the  length  of  the  stay  which 
liey  made  there  is  known  also. 
The  consul  Lucius  Scipio  was  accompanied  on  this  occa- 
^ott  by  bis  brother  Publius  Scipio,  in  quality  of  one  of  his 
itea  and  one  of  bis  council :  and  Pubhus  Scipio  it  appears 
was  B  member  of  tbc  order  or  college  of  the  Solii  among  the 
Boroans.  It  was  a  point  of  religion  with  the  members  of  this 
body  to  take  no  part  in  any  military  proceedings — not  to 
carry  arms,  or  to  perform  any  of  tlie  ordinary  duties  of 


h 


•  U*7,  unvii.  (.  t  :  isvi.  45.  P  lUd.  uxtii.  fi.  4  Ibid.  6-}]. 

Pnlybiu,  Ksi.  i-io      ^pp^*^)  Syriaa,  it.  S3.  *  Lrry,  xtzvii.  35. 
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soldiers — and  in  particular  not  to  inareh  or  travel,  for  that 
particular  interval  of  tiue  during  wliicli  tlio  Andlia  as  tliey 
vere  called  u  ere  ia  a  stale  of  motion,  and  had  not  yet  been 
laid  up  or  composed  to  rest  n^^u :  Mota  necdani  coudita. 
It  M)  chanced  that  the  anniversary  of  this  ceremony  in  the 
Romai)  calendar  cnmc  round  juat  at  the  time  rrhcn  the  army 
under  Scipio  arrived  at  the  Hellespont  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. And  tliDugh  neither  the  contiul  nor  his  army  were 
bouud  by  this  reli^^ou,  and  might  have  cuutiiiucd  thuir  march 
if  they  had  chosen  to  do  ao ;  Publius  Scipio  the  cmsol's 
brother  and  legate  was  bound  by  it,  and  forbidden  to  stir 
until  this  annual  ceremony  was  over:  and  his  presence  vith 
the  army  was  considered  to  be  of  so  much  importance  that 
rather  than  prosecute  the  march  without  him  both  the  consul 
and  the  arniy  thought  it  expedient  to  wait  in  a  state  of  in- 
activity ou  the  other  side  of  the  Hellespont,  until  be  waa  at 
hberty  to  join  them  again. 

Stativa  delude  ad  Ilellesirantum  aliquamdiu  habuerunt ; 
quia  dies  forte  quibus  aucilia  moventur  religiosi  ad  iter  io* 
ddcraut.  jidciu  dies  Publtam  Scipioncni  propiurc  etium  re- 
lig^oue  quia  Snliua  erat  diajunxerant  ab  exercitu  :  caussaque 
et  is  ipse  morH!  erat  dum  conscqunrctur* — AUiov  h'  i}v  koI 
Tov  fifvtiv  TO  oTftaTOveiov  iirl  Tijt  irpalnjE  vap^nfioXift  koI  rov 
Krj(fiifl(ir$ai  rhv  U6it\iov  ivo  t&v  iwdfAttav  rh  ^oAtop  «tvat  roV 
•BpottpijfUfov  ivlpa.  Tovro  ft'  ion  KaB&iftp  Sifuv  Vi>  rots  ntpi  TTfs 
TloktTtuii  fipijToi  rCiii  Tfiiwv  iv  trvait^a  ti  ton  irv^^aivti  rfts 
ivufiai-fardtQi  Bvalai  iv  rif  VdfjJi  ovvTt?<*UT0at  toIs  dcuir.  «  * 
Tptai^in>0^HffiQi'  (x^i  fitra^aivtw  Kara  rhp  Kaif^v  Tt}v  Ovaias  ip  ^  iv 
X<ipii  KaTa\yj<tiOiiaii>  ol  iLikioL  oSroi.  b  koX  TCpTC  ovvifitf  ytvttr$m 
riavAt'w.  r^$  yap  htiv^fitut  fitWoumft  ittpaiovaBai,  Kati\et^tv 
ttVTov  ovTOi  6  )^6vos,  uuTt  (til  bvvaadai  fUTo^attew  n*)i<  ^^"pAr- 
iti  ffvpt^rj  t6v  Tt  'S,KiiT(ttiva  x''>/>^<^V''tt*  rui^  (rr/iaroirt'Awi'  «al 
fuivai  Kara,  ttjv  Kipamiv,  rhi  bi  ivvd^itis  Tt<pauo$«uTai  titvtw 
ixl  Twr  iitOKtifiivtbt;  tiai  faj  iviratrSai  Trpdrrtiv  rwv  i^ij^  lif)^V, 
Hftomwaitj^onivavit  rav  ttpoftptitiii-otr  6vipa '. 

This  fragment  of  Polybius  labours  at  present  under  some 
corruption  or  imperfection  of  the  tc.\t.     Still  it  is  plainly  to 

*  Ii*<r,  aji««li.  3J. 

•  PAlybiui,  ui,  le.  $  lo.  Of  thp  Sa- 

Uti  anil  Ihc  no  ordir*  c*rli  »>  inllcu^ 
•nVoI.  1.  ijiaulc.      W«  t«vn   (ram 


Dioiiliv.  17  tli«L  while  ih«  Andlit  were 
in  tliii  Mhle  of  inntion  tbtf  wrrc  kepi 
in  Iht  niiloit;  of  (1m  fVititilex  Maju- 
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be  collected  from  it  that,  under  whatsoever  drcunietances 
tfae»e  dita  anciliorum  might  sDrpriM  the  Salii,  the  obligiitjon 
toinncti^iiv  entailed  upon  them  in  pnrticulnr  thereby  lasted 
for  the  full  tcmi  of  thirtt/  days;  or  ftir  what  is  }iere  called  a 
TptattorO^tpov.  With  rmpi-ct  then  to  the  Btatcd  date  of  this 
nnnuitl  ceremony  in  the  Romnn  calendar ;  in  the  Constantian 
calcndiu-  indued  gf  later  times  it  seems  to  have  been  the  vii 
Idti>  Marlias:  opposite  to  which  in  that  calendar  we  lind  the 
note  of  Arma  aneilia  uioventur.  But  this  day  in  particular 
has  no  such  notice  attached  to  it  in  the  older  fragnients  of 
the  Julian  calendar ».  In  them  the  Fens  Af  artia  stand  op- 
poaite  to  the  first  of  March ;  and  it  must  be  clear  from  the 
Faati  of  Orid  ■  that  in  bis  time  both  the  Feriae  Martia  and 
these  Dies  ancUiorum  mnat  have  been  attached  to  the  Ka> 
lends  of  March  :  and  if  in  his  time  no  donbt  in  the  Roman 
calendar  trom  the  Brst  also.  There  is  an  instance  on  record 
of  the  Atill  continuing  observ  auce  of  this  ceremony  A.  D.G9*; 
from  which  it  appeara  that  it  had  begun  that  year  before 
Pridie  Idus  Martias  al  lcHi>t.  Wo  may  concluilc  then  with 
erery  pre:jumption  of  certitinty  that  according  to  the  ancient 
rule  it  began  on  the  first  of  Martins ;  and  that  if  it  lasted  80 
daya  it  ended  on  the  30th  of  March.  And  it  was  probably 
bccauae  of  this  coincidence,  (viz.  that  the  ancilin,  having  been 
previously  kept  in  a  state  of  agitation  30  days,  were  laid  up 
to  rest  again  on  the  30th  of  March,)  that  ^Marcb  30  came  to 
be  marked  in  the  Roman  calendar  as  the  Pacis  Festum  r. 

The  arrival  of  the  army  at  the  Hcllestioiit  consequently 
must  have  coincided  with  the  Kalends  of  March  U.  C.  565, 
October  25  11.  C.  190 :  and  it  would  be  easy  to  shew,  if  nc< 
c«Mary,  that  the  previous  account  of  its  march  would  fully 
Agree  to  that  date«.  \Vc  will  observe  only  that  on  the  Ka- 
lends of  this  month  Scipio's  consular  year  would  be  on  tho 
point  of  expiring  ;  and  that  might  be  the  reason  why  in  lita 
account  of  the  iicgotiatiuna  going  ou  about  the  same  time  at 
Elica*,  between  Antiochns  on  one  side,  and  L.  .Kmitius  tho 
Bonan  admiral  and  Eumeucs  the  king  of  Fergamus  on  the 

■  Th»    AlkflRui    ud    PnroMtinr,         r  Ovid,  Futi,  iii.  S79— 8«3. 
l^nd  Fuftgint.  '  Cf.  Livy,  xxxi'ii.  1:4:6:  7114' 

w   til   |j9 — 196.  15  :    16:   18:    19:  31. 

■  TtadlBi,  m^orim,  I  S9.  90.  Su»-  •  sn.  8.  f  i-ii.  lJ»y.  xmtH.  181 
uoiw,  UUm>,  vni.  5.  19.  A|>fko,S]nrlst»,)$:ljT7»uiru.  to. 
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other,  Polybius  styles  liira 'Ai-^iJiroTos  *';  though  he  was  rtill 
strictly  cotisti),  ntnl  is  rtvognizcd  in  that  capacity  by  Polybius 
bimacirjuxt  before^.  The  time  of  these  negottutiouii  in  fact 
WHS  not  earlier  than  that  of  Scipio's  march  through  Mace- 
donia''. 

iii.  On  tilt  dah  of  t lie  battle  0/ Magnesia. 

The  army  then  having  crossed  the  Hellespont  either  on 
Mardi  I  Roman  October  :iij  B.C.  190,  or  the  day  before: 
the  length  of  time  for  which  it  halted  on  the  Asiatic  side 
of  the  Straits  must  have  been  from  March  I  Koman  to 
March  31,  from  October  25  to  November  24.  And  during 
this  time  negotiations  were  going  on  with  Antiochua  %  which 
came  to  no  effect. 

On  resuming  his  mareh  (which  n-c  may  presume  would 
be  done  on  the  31  *t  of  March,  November  24);  the  consul 
moved  first  to  Dardonum,  then  to  Khceteum,  and  then  to 
Ilium  :  and  these  places  were  so  near  to  each  other  that  we 
cannot  suppose  he  would  be  at  lUum  later  than  AprU  "i  Ro- 
man November  26. 

From  Ilium  the  army  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  river  Cni- 
cus  Sextis  castris,  i.  e.  Dcccmbcr2  Julian  ;  and  by  this  localitT 
ire  understand  Livy  to  mean  that  branch  of  this  river,  the 
source  of  which  was  ju8t  above  Fergamus  ou  the  north-east. 
Some  time  was  spent  here,  without  continuing  the  march; 
and  as  that  is  left  undefined  In  the  narrative  of  Livy  we  shall 
not  attempt  to  fix  it  for  ourselves  at  present.  We  will  ob- 
serve only  tliat  during  this  intcr^'al  EumcneH  also  arrived  at 
the  RoDiaii  camp ;  and  he  was  sent  back  to  Pcrgamus  to 
fetch  supplies  of  com  for  the  army  from  Pcrgamus  :  which 
implies  that  he  passed  through  Pcrgamns  ou  bis  way.  And 
now  too  clear  allusions  begin  to  occur  to  the  murer:  Inde... 
consilium  crat  ire  ad  hostem  priusquam  hiems  obprimeret  f : 
which  every  one  must  allow  to  be  only  natui'al  and  con- 
sistcut  any  time  after  December  2. 

All  this  while  Antiochus  himaelf  was  supposed  to  be  at 
Thyntira ;  though  in  reality  he  had  moved  thcuce  to  Mag- 
nesia ad  Sipylum  ^ :  and  therefore  on  resuming  his  march 


>>  xii.   8  t  II. 
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the  consul  directed  his  cotirao  m  the  first  instance  toward* 
Thyatiri  On  ihcjtfih  day  he  arrived  at  the  Campus  Hyr- 
canaas*:  and  having  Unt  learnt  there  that  the  king  had 
removed  hia  headquartcnt  to  Magnesia,  he  followed  hitn  in 
that  directiou  to  thti  river  Phrygius :  and  these  localities  too 
were  all  eo  near  to  each  other  that  we  can  acnrecly  do  wrong  in 
supposing  thnt  be  must  Iinvc  pitched  his  camp  on  this  river 
ei^ier  the  same  day  on  which  he  arrived  at  the  Campus  Hjr- 
canus  or  on  the  next. 

Assuming  then  that  the  date  of  the  arrival  on  the  river 
Phrygius  was  the  sixth  day  of  the  march  firom  the  head  of 
the  CkTcus,  we  make  out,  from  Livy's  account  of  subsequent 
proceedings^  a  continuous  series  of  eleven  days  up  to  the  date 
of  the  battle  inclusive  '* :  i.  e.  of  sevenieen  days  in  all  Kineo  the 

'  departure  from  the  Caput  CaTci  down  to  the  day  of  tbe  battle. 
!f  then  the  date  of  that  departure  had  been  December  3.  and 
tbe  course  of  events  meanwhile  bad  been  continuous  and  un- 
interrupted, the  day  of  tbe  battle,  on  that  principle,  muit 
bave  been  Dccemher  19. 
We  learn  however  from  Frontinus'  that,  whensoever  this 

rhattic  was  actually  fought,  it  was  on  a  diea  reiigiosug,  P. 
Beipio  in  Lydia  cum  die  ac  noctc  iuihre  coutinuiitu  vexatum 
exercitum  Antiochi  viderei ;  nee  homines  tautum  nut  equos 
deficcre  verum  arcus  quoque  madontibua  nenns  inhahilcs 
fkctoB :  exhortatus  eat  fratrcm  ut  postero  quamvia  reMffio$o 
die  committeretur  pnclium.  quam  sciitentiam  sccuta  victoria 

€«tt. 

I  *  ItyrcxnU,  by  tbe  mapi,  wu  70  Roman  milci  direct  from  Pergatnua, 
and  60  from  tbe  munri!  of  the  Co'iou — ab«ut  (8  by  roads  consequenUy 
QU  mem  titan  s  daj^*  inarch. 

f  Wr  An  not  know  that  it  would  mnke  Any  difTercnrc  to  tbe  trulb  of 
IIm  fiKi,  UM!Tl«d  by  Fronliiinx,  tlutt  itie  battle  m-hh  fuu[;1it  ut  la<it  on  a  tlitt  rt- 
j^ionu.  whether  tbe  idea  of  gisiog  battle  on  such  a  day,  for  the  noaoo 
asogncd  bjr  Frootinua,  waa  sii^geeted  to  the  cansu!  by  his  brother  Pab- 
£tw,  or  occuntrd  to  bun  of  hia  own  accord.  'I'ha  Tonnm-  wtnilil  HuppoM 
Ifaat  PubliuE  WW  preB<-nt  with  (he  aitny  on  tlio  day  of  the  batde.  or  up  to 
Ibe  day  before  it  at  least.    Vet  at  a  later  penod  oi  bia  history,  B.  C.  18;, 


X  Uty.  uavit.  38.  midv  wStliin  viRbt  of  «uli  other. 

>■  Ibid.  3,%,  39.     App^,  Byriaca,  <  De  BtniicKcauitlB,  Iv.  tU.  30.   C(. 

]^— 3t,  would  imply  only  <^/  ilaya,  PlAnn,  iL  8.  {  17.     Audor  Oi;  Viri^ 

ifto  Ike  IIhk  whrn   ilu-  iw»  «nnint  If.  Sripio  Aiiatit'iu. 
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This  diea  relig'wsua  ^bb  no  doubt  one  of  tbe  diet  pof(ri- 
duani  i  cither  the  dny  after  the  Kalends,  or  tbe  dny  after  tbe 
Nones,  or  the  day  after  the  Ides  of  Uie  current  Boman 
month.  To  deride  among  these,  which  it  must  have  horn 
de  facto,  wc  must  refer  to  the  calendar  of  the  year  itself. 
Tlie  last  date  deteraiioed  with  certainty  having  been  the 
Julian  December  2,  tlie  Itoman  April  8;  Dccetober  19  wx 
that  principle  must  bare  coincided  with  Apriiis  2a  :  and  that 
vould  not  have  answered  to  the  description  of  a  diea  retigio- 
Mus  so  far  aa  wc  knoiT,  in  nny  sense;  nnicb  less  to  a  diea  reti- 
ffioMs  in  f^nci'at  which  roJnciilod  with  a  diea  postrtituaHua  in 
particular  The  proper  style  of  Aprihs  25  in  Che  calendar  of 
this  time  was  the  vi  Kalendas  Maiaa ;  and  it  is  not  known  that 
that  day  was  reli^ous. 

In  OUT  preceding  calculations  howercr  vc  did  not  take  into  ac- 
count the  length  of  the  stay  at  tbe  Caput  Caici :  which  neTcrtbe- 
le»,to  judge  from  tbe  cootc^tt  before  and  atter^  might  very  pro- 
bably huve  been  reckoned  at  jut  days :  and  that  would  bring 
out  the  dnte  of  the  hiiMle  at  lost  not  on  Dcccmhor  I'J  Julian 
Apriiis  25  Koman,  but  on  December  2fi  Julian  May  2  Roman, 

I.ivy  puts  a  statement  into  l1ic  moiilli  of  P.  Scipio  Kanim ',  tluit  on  tb« 
day  of  the  bailie  Scljiin  btmHelf  wan  at  Kbea,  (two  day*' joumty  dt&Uuit,) 
and  sick  '.  llie  onlj'  way  of  explaining  this  consistenily  with  Frootiaas 
would  be  tu  euppofie  that  he  returned  to  Elipn  the  day  hrfiiru  the  tiatUs. 
after  hnvinf;  urffcd  on  liis  brother  ibc  expediency  and  good  policy  of 
giving  iKittlo  without  delay  tbe  a«x[  momiD^ ;  or  that  he  vent  Iba  advice  in 
(juwtiun  to  him  from  Elsu.  And  we  know  not  how  fur  tbe  former  tovf 
be  implied  in  the  accounts  of  Appiiin'''.  ItseemK  to  be  a  well  utiested 
fact  Ibat  the  eliler  Sciplu  muat  have  bnen  at  Ktam  before  the  battle. 
Appiiui  GuppoMs  him  to  hav«  rejoined  tbe  ron«td  after  tliat  ereni  ai 
Sardit,  and  yet  (mm  VAir»*.  And  it  wao  to  KUn  that  .\ntJochua  sent 
him  back  hit  eon ;  made  pritoner,  aceording  to  Jui4in  ',  nl  ibe  il«ll««poat 
not  lan^  before :  aceurding  to  Itiny  *  in  the  battle  ittelf. 

It  ii  not  certain  indeed  wbetber  any  diet  poalriittiatuu  was  anuaUy 
eompdcrcd  religinsnn  m  yet,  hut  Ibe  day  after  t)i«  Me«^.  Tliat  howevw 
mwkl  make  no  dtffen-nco  to  the  actual  date  of  iha  battle,  vi  Nonae  Mf 
in  any  case. 

1  xxxvUL  58  I  49.     i  cr.  xixvii.  57.  4  U.  M.  xxxv.  ;.  p.401,    IWu.  frmg. 

*  Srnaca,  .k-   Ct.  Via.  Frtfia.  Ulx.     Ixis.  Ct.  Valerius  M&xintiu,  ii.,a.  1  lie 
4  Nyriim,  ,l8 :  36.  Cf.  [i*y,axxni.      MajeaUte :  Iti.  t.  1  CjiiU  pnniam,  &c. 

4j.     Puljb.  sxi.  ij.Ei  I.  7  8D«r<>l.  i.  4K4.  Mil  cf.   ad    An*. 

•  jiK)d.;.^4.  <:r. Polyb.  Kxi.  n.  ij.      B.  C.  168  infr«. 
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ft  tSe»  poetriduatna  in  the  BoiDan  calendar,  the  day  after  the 
Kalends  of  the  month,  vi  Nonas  Maiaa  ;  and  therefore  alto- 
gether such  a  day  as  that  on  which,  according  to  Frontinns, 
the  battle  must  actually  have  heen  fought.  In  fact,  it  must 
be  erident  that  we  have  to  make  our  choice  only  between  this 
first  of  the  Dies  poatriduani  in  the  month  of  Maius,  the  day 
after  the  Kalends,  and  the  two  next,  the  day  after  the  Nones, 
the  Btfa  of  the  month,  and  the  day  after  the  Ides,  the  16tfa  of 
the  month ;  for  on  one  of  these  three  days  the  battle  must 
hare  been  fought :  and  even  the  first  of  these  two  latter  would 
imply  a  stay  of  12  days  at  the  Caput  Caici ;  of  which,  in  our 
(pinion,  the  circumstancea  of  the  narrative  of  these  pro- 
ceedings before  and  after  could  not  admit. 

The  true  date  therefore  of  this  celebrated  victory  in  the 
Eoman  style  of  the  time  being  was  vi  Nonas  Maias  U.  C.  565  : 
in  the  Julian  was  December  25  B.  C.  1 90 :  and  it  is  a  singular 
ecnncideace  that  on  this  principle  it  was  only  one  day  earlier 
than  the  mean  winter  solstice  for  any  meridian  of  these  parts, 
December  26  (about  midnight),  and  almost  the  very  date  of 
the  true,  December  24;  which  in  this  year,  as  calculation 
shews,  might  very  possibly  be  determined  to  December  25  at 
midnight :  and  that  serves  to  explain  the  language  of  the 
Boman  consul  to  his  soldiers,  two  days  before  the  battle  ^. 
It  is  true  there  is  no  mention  in  Livy  of  the  rain  which  ac- 
cording to  Frontinus  preceded  the  battle  for  a  day  and  a 
night ;  but  even  he  describes  the  morning  of  the  battle  in  a 
manner  which  would  be  entirely  consistent  with  the  sup- 
position of  the  cessation  of  a  continued  rain,  just  at  that 
point  of  time ;  Nebula  matutina  crescente  die  levata  in  nubes 
caliginem  dedit:  humor  deinde  ab  austro  velut  perfudit 
omnia,  quee  nihil  admodum  Romanis  endem  perincommoda 
regiis  erat '.  At  the  solstice  of  winter  such  weather  ns  this 
for  the  climate  of  Magnesia  ad  Sipylum,  and  at  break  of 
day,  would  be  very  natural. 

We  may  observe  further  that  B.  C.  190,  as  our  general 
Lunar  Calendar,  (Period  xiii.  9.  15,)  shews  the  moon  was 
new  December  5 ;  and  therefore  December  25,  the  day  of 
the  battle,  was  the  Slst  Luna :  when  the  moon  would  not 

kIiTy,uxTU.39!  cf.45.    Poiybiiu,  xxi.  ij.  14.  'Livy,  xzzvii.  41.    Cf. 

Appiw,  Syruc*,  33. 
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rUc  until,  midnight  and  it  would  be  dnrk  for  the  first  part  of 
the  night  but  not  for  the  last.     Appian  tcUa  us  both  armies 

were  drawn  out  into  the  field  'En  wKtht irepi  ivx&rrfv 

^vt^QK^v  ■■> :  and  that  must  imply  that  there  was  moonl^ht  at 
the  morning  watch  hefore  the  break  of  day.  Antiochusalso, 
escaping  from  the  field  of  battle,  arrived  atSnrdis  aUout  roid- 
iiight;  Media  ferme  uoctc  "  :  aad  left  it  agiiiu,  to  continue  his 
flight  to  Apamca  (which  Appinu  cnlla  also  Celaina;)  Cluartn 
vigilitt  :  and  that  too  implies  that  there  was  still  a  nioou  at 
that  time  of  the  inoniing  ca{)a)ilc  of  giving  some  light  before 
daybreak  itself;  as  could  not  fail  to  be  the  case,  December 
2G,  with  a  moon  only  21  days  old. 

iv.  Oh  th«  date  of  the  battle  by  tea  at  PliaseUs,  or  Sidft 
in  Pamphjfda. 

The  election  of  prsetora,  along  with  the  coosuls,  against 
tliis  year  of  the  city,  564  Varr.  U.  C.  191-190,  was  mentioned 
in  its  proper  pinec " :  aud  otic  of  these  was  L.  .'^miliuB  Ite> 
gillus.  The  cummaiul  of  the  fleet  on  the  coaat  of  Asia  fell  to 
his  lot":  aud  he  set  out  from  Korae  for  his  destination P 
along  with  the  consul  Scipio  on  or  about  the  v  Idiis  Quiu- 
ctiles. 

The  praetor  of  the  year  before  and  still  commanding  on  the 
spot  WHS  C.  Liviu8.  The  winter  wa«  passed  by  him  at  t'^anrcS. 
The  resumption  of  active  operations  by  the  Homaua  under 
him  and  by  the  lihudiaus  their  idlies  is  dated  ftt  tbe  vernal 
equinox, B.C.  190:  Illicidii  quo  mngis  cessatum  priore  testate 
erat  eo  maturius  iequiuoetio  vcmo  cumdem  Pausistratum 
dassis  prrefectuui  cum  sex  et  triginta  nuvibns  miserunt': 
and  this  cannot  denote  a  much  later  time  than  Marcb  24 
B.  C.  190,  Tbe  intermediate  events  between  this  time  and 
the  arrirul  of  .'EmiHus  to  supersede  Tii^-iuB,  including  tbe 
surprise  of  the  Khodiaiia  by  Polyxcnidas  the  admiral  of 
Antiocbus  %  roust  have  so  fallen  out  that  .^miliu*  could  have 
got  only  (IS  far  ns  the  Pinriis  nlicn  he  received  the  news  of 
this  latter  event   in   particular,  from  the  Rhodian   prefect 


"  Ll«7,xirtt[.  44-    Appian,  ^jmct,      Sjrriua,  13 — )$. 
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Epicrntes  himself,  vho  hnc)  been  dispatched  nflcr  the  surprise 
Ad  &etnm  CephAlleniie  tuendum^ 

The  fleet  waa  delivered  up  to  him  by  Livins  at  Samos'^; 
and  from  the  account  of  subscqueut  proceedings  it  nppean 
that,  when  the  fleet  vos  now  moviog  about  lo  diflereut  parts 
of  itie  coast  of  Asia  Miuor.  tlie  army  uoder  the  cddsuI  had 
gut  into  Thessaly  ■  ;  and  by  aud  by  into  Mucedoma" :  and 
that  when  it  had  at  Last  been  concentrated  at  SamoS)  to 
vatcb  the  movements  of  the  king's  admiral  PolyxcnidaB  at 
Ephcsns,  M.yErailius  brother  of  the  Komuu  prffitor  Lucius 
died  at  RhodcJi'',  and  that  his  funeral  obsequies  were  cele- 
brated there. 

The  tint  action  by  seu  after  this  was  the  battle  of  Phaselit 
in  Lyda  or  Sida  iu  PaniphyliaX  between  the  Rhodiau  fleet' 
under  Eudamus  and  Pamphilidos,  and  the  king^s  fleet,  under 
Hanniba]  and  ApoUonius,  approaching  from  Syria  to  joia 
Polyxenidaa  nt  Ephesua.  It  is  represented  by  Lity  as  the 
middle  of  summer  when  the  Rhodians  were  lying  in  wait  at 
Phaselis'  in  order  to  intercept  thcmj  for  which  reason  and 
from  the  nature  of  the  locality  itself  they  were  suffering  pre- 
viously from  siclcnem :  which  induced  them  to  determine  on 
moving  higher  up  the  coast  towards  Aspeitdus  and  the  river 
EinymedoD.  And  it  was  just  after  the  execution  of  this  de- 
lermination  that  they  fell  in  with  the  euemy^K  fleet  approach- 
ing iu  the  eontrnry  direction. 

Tnrdius  itavignvorant  regii,  observes  Livy»,  with  reference 
to  the  progress  which  they  had  made  before  this  encounter, 
Htrerso  trmp<jrc  Etesianim,  quod  vclnt  statum  Faroniis  vcntia 
esaet.  The  Ltesian  winds  blew  from  the  north.  The  fleet 
of  AntSochus,  sailing  at  this  time  from  Syria  to  Cilicia,  would 
be  sailing  westwards, or  at  Icaat  to  the  north-west;  cxpccially 
if  it  bad  pit  aa  far  a«  Sida,  as  it  is  said  to  have  done  by  this 
time.     In  this  case,  its  route  lay  almost  in  direct  opposition 

,4hc  Ktcsiaa  winds.     So  far  therefore  Livy  would  ap]icar  to 
consistent ;   and  had  he  etopped  with  the  wonls  Adverso 
temjiure  Ktesiarum — nothing  would  have  been  necessary  for 


■  ibid.  17,  i9.  Cf.  Ppljriniu,  xxJ.  (>.      .Ctuli;  Lirj,  zxxtu.  7.  49. 
[41.11  Mul  .1.  V  >  I — 1,1  -'  •  (rood  d<ftl         •  LtTj.  nxrii.  11.        '  Ibi4. 13-14. 
llM0  tlMtn  tho  nz  uoDllia*  truce  pre>  *  Ibid.  i,t.  *  Ibid. 
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the  explnitation  of  his  statement  except  to  suppose  thikt  tliii 
voyage  from  Syria  to  Cilicia  uas  going  on  during  tbv  «eftioa 
of  tbo  Etesian  winds  ;  and  therefore  Dot  earlier  at  least  than 
the  time  Avheii  those  winds  iisuallv  b^an  to  blow  :  which  the 
Greek  Farapegmata  commonly  dated  about  July  UG. 

Kor  can  this  coudusion  respecting  the  actoat  time  of  the 
cucouuter  of  tlic  two  fleets  be  mocli  affecte<I  even  by  the 
qualification  which  he  subjoins  to  the  sUtemeot :  Uuod  velut 
statum  Favoniis  ventis  essct.  The  Favonius  of  the  Bomaiia 
and  the  Z*<i>vpot  of  the  Greeks  were  the  same  wind ;  aud  cAch 
was  that  which  wc  mean  bythc  west  wind  as  such.  The  con* 
structionof  this  part  of  the  sentence  is  Velut  quod  stAtum  estet 
(k-  tcmpus)  Faroniis  vcutis :  itnd  the  meaning  of  the  observa- 
tion is  that  the  progress  of  the  king's  fleet  owing  to  the  direc- 
tioD  in  which  it  tiad  been  sailing  previously  liad  been  aK  mncb 
retarded  by  tlie  Etesian  winds  as  it  woujd  have  been  by  vinde 
fitun  the  nest,  l^or  in  reality  the  direction  in  which  it  waa 
sailing  was  the  north-west ;  to  which  a  west  wind  waa  almoM 
as  adverse  as  a  north  wind.  The  date  of  the  battle  of  SiiU 
then,  which  now  ensued,  being  later  than  the  middle  of  sum- 
mer, and  later  than  the  setting  in  of  the  Etesian  winds,  might 
hare  been  as  early  aa  the  end  of  July  or  the  beginning  <^ 
August,  II.  C.  190;  but  not  earlier,  uor  yet  probably  much 
later. 


v.  On  the  date  of  the  battle  f>^Myonne«UB. 


ch    I 


The  battle  of  Myonncsua  in  which  the  fleet  of  Antiochai 
under  Polyxcnidas  was  defeated  by  the  allied  fleet  under  L. 
j^milius**  was  the  next  of  these  proceediugs  in  the  present 
year  by  sen,  and  was  a  still  more  inijiorttint  event  of  the  same 
kind  aa  the  last  considered.  This  victory  of  the  Ilomaus  led 
to  the  evacuiitioa  of  Lysimachiii  by  Antiochus*^;  and  so 
opened  the  way  to  the  consular  array  without  opposition  of 
any  kind  from  Europe  across  the  Hellespont  into  Asia. 

The  context  of  Livy  implies  that  this  second  battle  by  sea 
roust  have  been  fought  not  long  after  the  former;  and  it  so 
bnppeus  that  the  date  of  this  second  battle  is  on  record  :  aud 


^LiTj^.xKXTii,i6-jO:  xh.  11.  PoIjUbs,  ul.  io.t  I-  Appian,  SpiM».  »J,  ift. 
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Uimrefore  by  means  of  it  it  ia  in  our  power  to  test  the  cor- 
reotness  of  the  dato  which  wo  have  seen  reason  to  assign  to 
,e  former.  For  though  it  is  not  mentioned  by  Livy  at  the 
;£,  yet  it  appears  from  what  he  afterwards  records*!,  that 
the  pnetor  ^milius,  in  the  he»t  of  the  action,  (or  rather  to- 
vurds  the  end  of  lite  battlu,)  made  a  vow  to  the  Lnrcs  Per- 
marini ;  a  vow  to  dedicate  au  ^Kdes  to  the  Lares  under  that 
lie:  and  a  vow  which  was  fulfilled  accordingly  just  eleven 
m  afterwards,  U.C.  57r»  B.C.  180-179,  L.  Manlio  Acidino 
Iviano  Q.  KuUio  Flacco  Coss*^,  by  the  actual  dedication  of 
stieb  an  ^dcs:  in  which  too  the  ceremony  of  consecration 
w»»  performed  by  the  Koinsii  pra-tors  father,  M.  jEmiliuB 
liepidua,  the  I'uutifex  Maximus  for  the  time  beuig,  aud  at 
tkta  particular  period  censor  altso^ 
An  inscripliou  too  was  set  up  ou  the  5ame  occasion  over 
e  doors  of  this  .,^des ;  as  well  as  a  tablet  in  the  Capitol 
ovBT  the  doors  of  the  JFAea  Jovis  there :  declaratory  of  the 
use  which  had  led  to  its  coiisccraliuii.  The  fonucrr  of  these 
ivy  thought  it  worth  while  to  triuisfcr  to  his  own  histury, 
where  it  may  still  be  readc:  though  its  text  as  it  stands  is 
not  free  from  corruption,  And  though  the  date  of  the  vic- 
tory was  very  probably  recorded  iu  this  inscription,  it  is  not 
fooud  therein  at  present.  The  original  inscription  however 
has  hecu  recovered  among  the  mouunieuts  still  in  existence 
at  Uoroc;  and  it  may  he  seen  iu  the  books  of  iuicriptious'*: 
and  there  the  date  is  distinctly  attested,  in  the  style  of  the 
calendar  for  the  time  being,  the  irregular  form  of  the  Dcccm- 
vinil  correction;  viz.  the  xi  Kalendas  Jauuarias,  December 
20  Roman.  And  tliis  date  is  further  authenticated  by  the 
testimony  of  Macrobiiu'^  which  recognizee  the  same  day  in 
e  same  relation  to  these  Lares  and  under  tluit  name  also. 
u  day  was  no  doubt  consigned  to  the  calendar  in  that  spo- 
iC  relation,  first  because  the  vow  was  made  ou  tliat  day 
C  100,  when  the  battle  of  Myounesus  was  fought  and 
od;  and  secondly  because  the  /Kdes  built  in  cuuscquetice 
of  it  was  dedicated  to  them  at  Inst  on  the  same  day  B.C.  179. 
And  this  particular  case  of  the  connection  between  the  ori- 
ginal date  of  a  vow  of  this  kind  and  that  of  its  actmil  com- 
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pletion  some  time  more  or  less  afterwards  mar  lead  to  an 
inference  of  cousidcniblc  importance  to  questions  of  this 
de«crii)tion ;  viz.  That  ^iiiies  Sm;np,  vowed  to  sncb  and  such 
divinities  on  8ucb  and  such  ocrasious  howsoever  long  before, 
were  generally  consecrated  at  Inst  on  the  same  day  of  the 
same  month  on  which  iind  in  which  they  had  liceu  vowed : 
and  consequently  that  the  date  of  the  consecration  consigned 
to  the  calendar  is  so  far  an  argument  of  the  date  of  the 
vow. 

The  question  is  then  simply;  On  what  Julian  date  did 
December 20  U.  C.  56^1  of  Varro  fall?  Our  calendar  for  that 
year  shews  that  it  fell  on  August  19  B.C.  190.  And  tbii 
conflrms  our  previous  conclusion,  concerning  the  date  of  the 
iHittIc  of  Sida;  some  time  about  the  end  of  July :  conse- 
quently both  later  than  midsummer  and  after  the  stated  time 
when  tbe  Etesians  bcgau  to  blow. 

At  the  time  of  this  victory  of  Myonnesus  the  consul  with 
the  army  was  among  the  ^uii  oud  Maronitm'.  At  least  the 
news  of  the  victory  reached  him  there.  Coiuscqucutty  lie  had 
now  (rot  un  the  coiilines  of  Macedouia  and  Tbracia.  The 
letters  of  the  pnctor.  announcing  his  success,  arrived  at 
Rome  about  the  time  of  the  comitia  at  nhich  Cn.  Manliaa 
Vulso  and  M.  Fulvius  Nobilior  were  elected  consuls'".  And 
if  these  were  held  in  the  Roman  January  or  February  that 
would  be  five  or  six  weeks  after  the  battle.  Soon  after 
August  19  tlie  autumnal  cq^iinox  also  would  he  at  hand;; 
which  seems  to  explain  the  statement  of  Livy  that  aftef^ 
sumo  intermediate  proceedings,  later  indeed  than  tbe  battle 
bnt  before  the  arrival  of  the  consul  at  the  Hellespont^,  (the 
date  of  which  as  we  have  seen  was  March  1  Roman  October 
25  Julian,)  ^milius  was  already  preparing  to  go  into  winter 
quarters  at  Phocfca,  Quia  hiems  adpetcbaL 


Section  III. — General  Virrificaiion  both  of  the  detaih  and  of 
the  sum  total  of  the  frat  Irreffuiar  Cycle,  from  B.  C.  209  to 
B.  C.  190. 
Here  then  it  may  be  expedient  to  pause  for  a  time^  in  order 

to  verify  our  calendar,  both  in  the  details  and  in  the  sum 
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total ;  u  for  ai  wc  hare  yet  procccd(;d  vith  our  consideration 
of  this  first  cycle  of  the  Irregular  Period  :  that  is,  first  from 
B.  C.  209  to  li.  C.  202,  and  secondly  from  B.  C.  202  to 
B.  C.  190. 

With  regard  to  the  first  of  these  intervals  we  may  assume 
that  the  Kalends  of  Jaiiimry  ILC.  '1  Ui  Docvmhcr  39  U.C. 
200  are  given;  and  that  iii  Nonas  Deccmhres  l^C.u52 
October  19  B.  C.  202  is  given  also.  lu  which  case  the  last 
day  of  December  Roman  the  same  year,  NoTemher  15,  will 
be  ^Tcn  too;  and  therefore  the  Kalends  of  January  of  the 
nest  year  U.C.  553,  November  16  B.C.  202,  wilt  UVcwise 
be  given. 

"isove  from  December  39  at  midnight  B.  C.  209  to  Novem- 
ber 16  at  midui^jht  ii.  C.  202  the  interval  in  uoetidiumal 
time  according  to  the  Julian  rule  was  2513  days.  To  fill  up 
tills  by  means  of  the  details  of  our  calendar  from  the  Kalends 
of  January  U.  C.  546  at  midnight  to  the  Kalends  of  January 
lJJ.C.  553  at  midnight  wc  have  aa  follows. 

■  One  year  of  377  d»j-B  =    377  dnyi 
L                                  &x  yeaw  of  356  duyii  =  31^6  daya 

^^V  Seven  year*  —  1513  da.y* 

r  Now  the  firat  of  these  year*  is  the  first  of  tlie  regular  cycle 
of  the  calendar  at  that  period  of  its  decurHUs;  and  its  length 
is  that  of  the  first  year  of  the  regular  cycle.  There  was  no 
irregularity  then  in  the  first  year  of  these  first  seveu  years  of 
this  first  irregular  cycle.     The  irrc-gulartty  of  the  cycle  for 

■  Uina  much  of  its  dcciirsus  was  confined  to  the  last  six  of 
Ithese  seven  years;  and  to  the  rule  of  administration  applied 
^  tie  facto  to  them ;  and  this  it  is  evident  must  have  been  such 

that  each  of  them  could  have  consisted  of  neither  more  nor 
leas  than  356  day<i.  It  would  not  have  been  possible  other- 
wise for  the  3rd  of  December  Koman  in  the  last  of  these 
years  to  have  coincided  with  October  19  Julian,  or  the  17th 
of  December  Roniau  with  November  2  Juliau:  which  never- 

ttheleas  wc  now  know  to  have  been  the  case. 

r     It  ia  clear  then  that  the  rule  of  administration  for  these  six 

'  jBarSf  the  first  six  of  the  irregular  ailmiuisti-ntion  of  the 
calendar  properly  so  called,  must  have  been  such  as  to  give 

Lto  each  one  day  more  than  the  length  of  the  common  years 
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of  tlie  regular  cycle.  Tlie  Numliiml  crhnracter  of  the  first  of 
these  six  years  being  8,  and  tlie  Nundiniil  epact  on  the  year 
of  356  (lays  being  I;  the  effect  of  this  rule  on  the  cycle  of 
the  Nundiual  chnrnctcr  in  the  first  month  of  the  year,  aa 
long  aa  it  continued  in  operRtinii,  wotild  nccenarily  be  to 
make  it  recur  from  8  to  4  and  from  4  to  ft  perpetually.  A« 
to  the  aent  of  this  extra  day  in  the  calendar  itselfj  we  have 
already  collected  from  the  date  of  the  battle  of  Ziima^.  and 
from  other  considerations,  that  it  must  have  been  at  the  end 
of  December:  and  we  hope  to  meet  vith  further  proofs  and 
confirmations  of  that  conclusion  as  wo  proceed.  In  the  case 
therefore  of  years  of  tliia  particular  magiiituilc,  3S()  days  and 
sights,  December  Boman  had  30  days  instead  of  39 ;  and 
there  was  either  nu  xviii  Knlendas  Janiiarias  in  that  month 
in  such  years,  though  onlhiarily  there  was  only  a  xvii  Knlen- 
daa  Januaria?,  or  the  xvii  Kal.  wan  repeated,  like  the  Bissex 
in  February  of  after  time. 

With  regard  to  tfie  second  interval ;  the  Kalends  of  Janu- 
ary U.  C.  563  Novenihcr  l<i  B.  0.  202  are  given  ;  and  the 
Kalends  of  (iiiinctilis  U.C.  5Gi  Marcli  4  B.C.  190  arc  given: 
and  therefore  the  Kalends  of  January  the  next  year,  Au- 
gust 29  B.C.  190  also. 

Now  from  November  16  at  midnight  B.  C.  202  to  Au- 
gust 29  at  miduight  B.  C.  190  the  noctidiurnal  interval  in 
Julian  time  was  4301  days  exactly.  To  fill  tliis  up  in  the 
details  of  our  calendar  from  U.  C.  553  to  U.  C.  56o.  wo 
hare 

Two  yean  of  356  da>*«  =     713  dayi 
Three  yi-aw  of  354  ■ .    =  loCa    . . 
Fiveyeaisof335      .    =  1773    .. 
One  year  of  37;      ..    =    377    .. 
One  year  of  378      ..    =    378    .. 


Twelve  jtars 


4304  day« 


Nor  does  it  appear  to  be  possible  to  alter  these  arrungc- 
ments  in  any  niiumcr  without  contradicting  the  matter  of 
fact,  in  some  reHpccC  or  otber,  at  lant.  The  Kalends  of  Ja- 
nuary in  the  Brst  year  of  these  twelve  are  fixed,  Nov.  16 
B.  C.  202 ;  and  the  Kalends  of  January  in  the  thirteenth  are 
fixed  also,  August  29  B.C.  191.     The  Nundinal  character  of 

"  Vol,  t  48]  »qq. 
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the  first  year  being  8,  that  of  the  thirteenth  must  be  8  also : 
for  4304=538x8.  And  though  it  might  he  easy  to  give 
8  days  more  or  8  days  less  to  some  one  of  the  intermediate 
years,  or  to  give  8  more  in  all,  or  8  less  in  all,  among  the 
vhole,  without  affecting  thereby  the  Nundinal  character  of 
the  thirteenth  year ;  yet  that  could  not  he  done  without 
affecting  the  Kalends  of  January  in  the  thirteenth  year ;  and 
either  raising  them  to  September  6,  or  depressing  them  to 
August  21  :  neither  of  which  could  possibly  be  compatible 
with  the  truth. 

It  seems  then  that  from  B.  C.  207  to  B.  C.  201  it  was  the 
rule  of  the  adminiRtration  of  the  calendar  to  admit  no  kind 
of  year,  but  this  of  356  days  in  length ;  and  to  tolerate  no 
cycle  of  the  Nundinal  character  of  the  year  but  this  of  8  and 
4  and  4  and  8  alternately.  The  last  of  the  years  so  admin- 
isteredj  B.C.  201-200,  was  also  the  first  after  the  second  Punic 
war ;  and  whether  that  coincidence  had  any  thing  to  do  with 
the  change  of  the  rule  of  the  administration  observed  until 
then,  we  cannot  undertake  to  say  :  only  that  the  next  year, 
B.C.  200-199,  the  second  year  after  the  close  of  the  second 
Punic  war,  the  second  of  the  war  with  Philip,  a  new  rule  of 
administration  begins  to  appear ;  that  of  having  one  year  of 
354  and  two  of  355  days  each,  alternately.  The  effect  of 
this  new  rule  on  the  cycle  of  the  Nundinal  character  was  to 
make  it  recur  in  one  particular  order,  that  of  8, 6, 3,  every  three 
years.  We  have  already  explained?  that  in  these  years  of 
354  days  a  day  was  abstracted  from  Fehruarius ;  which  in 
such  years  became  a  month  of  27  days  instead  of  28,  like  the 
Merkedonius,  in  the  regular  course  of  things,  in  years  of  377 
days  :  and  that  the  test  of  such  years,  in  contradistinction  to 
years  of  355  days  in  which  Pebruarius  also  would  have  28 
days,  was  the  presence  or  the  absence  of  a  xvi  Kalendas 
Martias.  It  is  observable  that  B.  C.  200-199  in  the  first 
year  of  this  new  standard  of  354  days,  which  was  the  regular 
standard  of  the  lunar  year  in  the  common  years  of  the  octae- 
teric  cycle,  the  Kalends  of  January  fell  on  October  28 ;  and 
October  28  fell  on  the  second  or  third  day  from  the  change  of 
the  moon :  i.  e.  on  the  luna  prima  dated  from  the  phasis. 

Thii  new  rule  continued  to  be  the  law  of  the  administra- 
p  VoL  i.  490. 
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tion  of  the  calendar  down  to  U.  C.  B63,  B.  C.  192-191,  the 
6rst  year  of  the  wur  with  Antiochus.  At  this  juncture  of 
time  in  particular  wc  have  hnd  the  testimonj  of  MncrabiuBi 
thnt  the  u!ic  of  the  Mcrkedonius  of  the  rcgulnr  calendiir 
began  to  be  restored  ;  and  it  is  observable  tliat  it  murt  hnre 
been  revived  in  this  first  instance,  after  so  lun;;  an  interval  of 
dinusc,  in  the  shape  of  the  intci-calary  month  of  22  days,  uot 
in  that  of  23  days  :  the  former  of  which  had  always  taken 
precedence  of  the  latter  in  the  regular  order  of  their  alterna- 
tion in  the  Deceinviral  cycle  before  it  was  laid  aside.  A 
Merkedonius  of  this  auiouut  having  been  intercalated  B.C. 
192-191,  one  of  S3  dap  must  have  been  introduced  B.C. 
191-190;  ofberwiBe  the  v  Idus  Quinctilea  tJ.  C.  Sfi4  UCT-cr 
could  have  fallen  on  March  14  B.C.  190:  and  that  too  wonld 
be  only  agreeable  to  the  old  rule  of  the  alternation  in  que- 
stion. And  thus  the  verificntion  of  our  calendtir,  for  the  first 
nineteen  years  of  the  first  cycle  of  the  whole  period  of  the 
irregular  administration,  both  in  the  details  and  in  the  sam 
total  of  our  arrangements,  may  now  be  considered  complete. 


Section  IV.— On  the  dates  of  three  Triumphi  acli  extarii  in 

this  cycle. 

\.  Im^cuUr  Calendar,  Cycle  i.  it.  378  days. 

U.  C.  566  Varr.  sfij  Cap.  563  Poljrb.  B.  C.  189-188. 

C.  Livius  Salinator 
M.  Valerius  MeitsaUa. 


Kalends  JaDuarue  AuguM  18  B.  C.  189.  Nondiaal  Char.  5, 


ii.  IiTcgular  Calenilsi,  Cyck  i.  33.  373  dajm. 

U.  C  567  Van-.  566  Cap.  564  Polyb.  B.  C.  188-187. 

M.  Aimilius  Lepidut 
C.  Flatniniua. 


Kalendw  Januarin  Aoftoat  31  B.  C  188.  Nttndina]  Char.  3. 


We  shall  make  no  remark  ou  the  first  of  these  two  yotfs, 

%  VoL  1.501,  Jii. 

■X 


CH.  6.  a.  4.  Irregular  Calendar.  Cycle  \.  B.  C.  208—185.  113 

except  that  the  dates  of  two  triumphs  are  extant,  both  which 
come  within  it :  the  first  that  of  L.  /Emilius  Eegillus,  com- 
mander of  the  Roman  fleet  in  the  sea  fight  of  Myonnesus,  B.C. 
190  ;  consequently  a  Triumphus  navalia :  tlie  second  that  of 
Lucius  Scipio  Asiaticus,  who  commanded  the  army  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Magnesia  ad  Sipylum  the  same  year :  the  former  on 
the  Kalends  of  Februaiy  U.C.  Bee""  September  16  B.  C.  189 ; 
the  latter  Mense  interkalario,  Pridie  Kalendaa  Martiaa^, 
Not.  5,  the  very  last  day  of  the  Merkedooiua  the  same  year. 
And  of  course  this  ascertains  the  year  of  the  city,  wliich 
began  on  the  Kalends  of  January  August  18  B.  C.  189, 
(U.  C.  566,)  to  have  been  intercalary'. 

The  date  of  one  triumph  the  next  year  also  is  extant  like- 
wise :  that  of  M.  Fulvius  Nobilior  De  jEtolia  et  de  Cephal- 
lenia";  Ante  diem  decimum  Kalendaa  Januarias  U.  C.  5G7» 
M.  JEvaiio  Lepido  C.  Flaminio  Cosa."  B.  C.  188-187.  Con- 
sequently December  21  Koman  U.  C.  567  Sept.  3  B.  C.  187; 
strictly  within  the  limits  of  U,  C.  567,  but  only  eight  days 
before  its  end. 

The  date  of  another  is  also  on  record,  seventy  days  later 
than  this  last ;  consequently  coming  within  the  limits  of  the 
same  consular  year  as  that,  dated  from  the  Ides  of  March 
U.  C.  567,  but  in  a  different  year  of  the  city,  dated  from  the 
Kalends  of  January.  This  was  the  triumph  of  Cn.  Manliua 
Vulso,  the  colleague  of  Fulviua  U.C.  5G5  B.  C.  190-189  ;  Do 
Gallia  or  GBllo-Grsecis ;  of  which  Livy  speaks  accordingly  : 
Extremo  anni  (U.C.  567)  magistratibus  jam  crcatis  ante 
diem  tertinm  uonas  Martiaa  Cn.  Manhus  Vulso  de  Gallis  .  .  . 
triumphavjt* :  that  is,  only  ten  days  before  the  ingress  of  the 
next  consular  year,  U.  C.  568,  March  15  Roman,  Sp.  Postu- 
mins  Albinus  Q.  Marciua  Philippus^,  November  22  B.  C. 
187. 

The  date  of  this  triumph  was  consequently  March  5  Ro- 
man U.C.  668  Nov.  12  B.C.  187.  Nor  need  we  be  sur- 
prised that  it  was  so  much  later  than  the  war  in  which  it 
vas  earned;  a  war  both  waged  and  ended  in  the  summer  of 


'  Liry,  ucxvii.  58.  (cf.  xxxTui.  35)  :  "  Livy,  xxxiz.  4. 

Polybiiu,  xxii.  7.  {  16,  17.  *  Ibid,  xxxviii.  41  :  xxxik.  6. 

■  livy,  xxxrii.  59.  ■  Ibid,  xxxix.  6.  H  i  cf.  7. 
•  Cf.  Vol.  i.  514. 
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B.C.  189.  MadIius  wm  »t  EpliCftus  nt  the  beginning  of  the 
spring  next  after  his  Gallo-Onecian  cani|M)gnr,  B.C.  1B8. 
He  8pcn(  the  winter  of  that  year  {B  <J.  188-18")  at  Apollo* 
nia  :  Per  Macedonian!  ia  Tbessuliam  exercitun]  traduxit : 
iode  per  Kpirnni  Apolloniam  qiium  pen-euissef,  nondam 
adeo  hiberuo  coQterato  man  ut  tmjicere  auderet,  Apollouia 
bibernaTit'.  It  U  clear  therefore  that  he  could  not  have  re- 
tumoil  to  Italy  hefore  the  spring  or  the  stimmer  of  H.C.  1S7. 
Jnst  before  his  return  he  is  spoken  of  as  being  then  in  the 
second  year  of  liis  eomnmnd",  that  is,  in  his  proconsular 
year.  The  consuls  of  U.  C.  567  B.  C.  188-187  had  been 
already  despntched  to  their  provinces,  before  bis  arrival'' ; 
and  that  would  not  be  the  case  until  the  Hpriug  of  the  year 
n'HH  far  advanced.  And  at^cr  thii  the  opposition  made  to  his 
triumphing  at  ull^.  and  the  delays  thereby  occasioned,  might 
very  welt  take  up  the  rest  of  the  official  year,  until  near  its 
close ;  only  ten  days  after  the  actual  date  of  bis  triuniph^. 

Section  V. — On  the  dale  of  the  stippremon  of  the 

Bacchanalia. 

Imgolar  Calendar,  Cycle  i.  aj.  3^  days. 

U.  C.  568  VwT.  567  Cap.  565  I'lvlyb.  B.  C.  187- 186. 

Sp.  I'QBlumius  .Vlb'iDUS 
ti.  Marcius  PhiHppus. 


Kalcndif  Jaiiuariw  Svpt.  13  B.  C.  187.  Nundinal  Char.  3. 

This  year  *^  is  memorable  in  Roman  history  as  that  in  which 
the  rise  and  progress  of  the  liacehanalia,  at  Rome  and  in  other 
jMirts  of  Italy,  cnmc  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Rom«i 
senate ;  and  measures  were  taken  for  their  suppression '. 

From  the  time  when  the  e-xisteuce  of  this  society  was  made 
known  to  the  consul  Postumius^  mention  occurs  of  two  days 
only,  during  w  bich  he  was  employed  in  making  inquiries  Into 


f  liny,  xxxviil.  17.  37  :  cf.  jff.  Po> 
l/biiM,  iiii.  14.  j  I :  OljiM|>.  147.  4 
•ni«uni«  ;  ];,  }  tt- 

•  Vny,  SKsvUi.  4a.  41.  AppiMD, 
Byriftm.  43. 

•  Livy,  xxKTtii.  fi.  44:   cf.  Kxxtiii 
if,  ttiv  <xiii*tili  vf  B.  C.  189—188. 

^  Ibla.44:  ct-4'- 

•  IbM.  44—50  '  xnt*.  4  6. 


*  For  tho  Ntuidioftl  date*  at  fhw 
tfiumyk*.  Mc  VoL  U.  86, 87.  No  txoii 
Ixaxii. 

*  livT,  xxxix.  6.8. 

'  Ibid  8  Miq.  Cf.  Vulitiut  Mn. 
Tj.  )S.  7  t)»  S(n-mt»l4>  :  nnnicul, 
De  GiTorf  Pol.tK  Rrlipontt,  cap. « 1 
AlHwrtii,  Ut  V.wiitXe.  nili.  13. 

K  Mrf,  xxai>.  II. 


J' 
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It  privatfly  himself;  Pubi  tliem  icrtiutn  ^,  (xome  time  after 
the  third  day,)  he  brought  the  subject  under  tlie  notice  of 
the  wnittte.  The  proceediogs  which  eoaucd  from  this  time 
urwanl  must  be  considered  as  the  formal  nets  of  the  ruling 
body  at  Rome:  nud  to  jud|^  fi-oni  tho  Soimtus  udid-um,  still 
extant',  dated  Noiiiii  OctubnbuH,  tliey  iiiuitt  have  octmjjied 
the  whole  of  the  interval  from  the  ingress  of  the  consular 
year,  or  »oon  after  it  k,  the  Ides  of  March  Nov.  23  B.  C.  187, 
to  the  Nones  of  October  June  11  U.  C,  186' ;  the  reason  of 
hich  no  doubt  Mas  because  the  iuqiiiry  into  this  association 
iras  not  confineil  to  Home  but  extended  to  its  rHmifioitiouB 
OTCr  the  whole  of  Italy™  ;  so  that  it  might  very  poBsibly  not 
be  brought  to  an  end  before  the  usual  time  of  the  comitia, 
when  the  year  of  Postumius  was  now  in  tasiiu  *. 

^H  *  With  rrgard  to  this  klfsiirof  the  JlncchaniiliB  in  (^eral ;  Livy,  (xxxix. 
^^hB«  13;)  ftttribulea  the  (iritt  itilruilucli^u  of  tbe  rilea  in  ijiie&liori  into  this 
^^VyMrl  of  italf  to  some  Gnpcu«  i){DobiIi!*;  who  taught  llieui  flrat  of  sU  to 
^Bthe  wcnKO  of  Etruria.  We  can  venture  only  un  a  conjecture  as  lu  their 
^^natnn  in  tliis  first  iiutanrc.  But,  to  juil^c  from  rap.  13,  tkry  item  Bt 
first  to  harr  b«m  nutlnng  more  than  the  Hrllcnic  rite  of  the  'fiicsmopho- 
ria ;  tiaviDK  heeo  cunlinL-d  At  ArKt  lu  ihu  wumrn,  iuid  ct-lcbniml  in  the  day- 
limc,  and  «  it  nppcaie  for  some  iHrff  d»}-c  only,  'llie  Auic  The^mopho- 
ri>  were  celetHnted  (vr/our  day* ;  yet,  frotfi  ;i  rIo"  on  the  word  Tpir/fiwpnt 
(cc.  fopr^)  ia  Uetydiiui  —  &t<rtu>^pia,  vrri  Aaxtiivw  —  Lher«  diubI  have 
been  Grecian  fommitnitie'ii,  among  which  they  were  {-elehmtfid  only  for 

bthrr*  ilayi.  The  (inet-uii  ifgnobilin  uf  Livy  [iioh.ihiy  belonged  to  uook  of 
lti«M :  at  leau  it  is  not  prob^itile  that  he  wu  md  Athenian. 
Wc  (My  cuDjecturc  luo  from  the  fm  dayt'  csatimonia.  lUltulcd  to  in 
cap.  9,  pre)k9ratory  to  the  ceremony  uf  the  inilintion.  (whieh  ccremonjr 
bvgxn  at  might  un  the  tenth  <]%y>)  tluit  the  stiitcil  date  of  the  ceirmony  at 
first  troi  the  firrt  tlireo  days  ucit  after  the  tenth  of  tlie  proper  montli. 
tlwl  ia,  the  II,  the  ii,  and  the  i.^th — and  this  too,  though  not  Btmolutely 
the  «uiie  a«  the  Attic  rule  of  the  Thesmoplioria  ot  t)ii«  Ittne,  would  vtill  be 
ansloguua  to  it.  At  the  liine  to  which  the  inquiry'  in  Livy  belmigH,  and 
fbrKrme  yeam  before,  the  rule  wm  to  cdebrMC  lbe*e  inifin  evcr>*  roonib, 
and  for  five  d^yi,  not  three  merely,  in  e\-ery  uwnth.  But  the  condition  of 
the  lea  d8}-i'  castinioniA.  prcjtarBtory  to  thctn.  was  atitl  iu  fon-o  c\'co  now; 
•o  that  wc  nay  very  probnbty  infer  that  the  cenmony  RtiH  ttvgfan,  an  be- 
',  on  the  niuht  of  ihe  tptiih,  (tlw  elrd'cuth  nf  ihc  month  mckoited  from 
,)  hut  lutetl  iHiw  iiU  the  Itfteciith  at  >uuset — five  da)^  complete,  i.e. 
till  the  middle  day  of  the  month.    If  Livy  had  been  more  circumstantial 


h  LWy,  iixiK.  11-14. 
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For  ottr  pnrpo»c  however  the  most  importnnt  coinddence 
connected  with  these  proceedings  nppcars  to  be  /Am  ,■  That  ai 
far  a«  we  c«n  collect  from  the  terms  of  the  edict,  hImvc  re- 
ferred to,  and  idsued  at  last,  it  roust  hare  been  publifched  just 
before  a  Nundinal  day.     The  following  terms  occur  in  it: 

UaICE.  TTEI.  I>.  tX>VEXTIOSE.  EXDEICATIS  i  SE.  MINV».  TBI- 
KTU.  KDVNUI.VVU.  SENAI-roSQtlE.  SENTENTIAM.  VTBI.  SCIBHTES. 

KseriH.    BriRVM.   skstkntia.   ita.   rvn ATgve.   ttbi. 

UOCe.  IN*.  TADOLAM.  AIIENAM.  IKCBIDBBBTIB.  ITA.  8KNATV&. 
AlttVOH.  CENSVIT.  VTEIQVE.  EAM.  ridlEll.  JOVIIBATIR.  VBEI. 
FACILVMCD.    ONOSriER     fOTISIT. 

Now  the  chniacter  of  the  year,  as  onr  cfdcndiir  Bbcws.  be- 
ing 2,  and  the  year  itself  being  a  common  one,  (i.  e.  consist- 
ing of 355  days.)  the  viii  Idus  Octobres,  Octobers,  Romun, 
was  Nuudiunl ;  and  therefore  the  Nnucti  of  October.  Octo- 
ber 7,  was  the  latrt  ilay  of  a  Nundinal  cyclCt  tbc  (lay  before 
the  Ntindinal  diiy  itaelf.  If  then  it  was  intended  that  tbii 
edict  should  be  made  ptibLie  as  early  as  possible,  yet  so  as  to 
be  exhibited  fur  one  TrinundiTium,  or  term  of  throe  Nundinal 
days,  if  not  of  three  Nundinal  cycles,  iu  sccpience,  in  order 
that  it  might  become  known  to  the  Vlcbs  ruatica  as  gene- 
rally as  to  the  Plcbs  urbana  ;  no  day  it  is  evident  could  have 
been  so  coni'cnient  for  its  prouulgatioa  as  the  Nones  of 
October:  in  which  catte  it  might  easily  be  engraved  on  brass 
the  same  day  and  publishetl  the  next,  the  tirat  day  of  a_ 
Nundinal  cycle,  <Jctobcr  8  Roman. 

ia  his  wcount  of  the  precedinfi  hietory  of  tbeae  inttja,  U  would  very  pro- 
bably liave  Xtttn  found  ihal  tbis  chui)^  wan  maile  in  the  rule  when  the 
Bociety  VTM  ntabluhrO  at  Romr :  nnil  rcry  jirobably  aUo  l>emi*e  of  lh« 
peniTiar  relacion  of  the  Itom&n  calciKlar  of  the  limp  in  that  by  w  liich  ihf  «■ 
initia  -Ktrt  Vt\i\.  I'tit-iv  in  good  renBon  to  hclieve  ihnt  the  pioper  tnuntli 
of  (he  rile  Ht  limt  mu*t  hure  twen  twme  one  the  site  of  nhkli  in  the  tu- 
tuial  year  i-orrespomled  to  thai  of  the  Altir  I'/anepsioD:  i  c.  partly  to 
October  partly  to  NornnhcT.  In  the  iosinnce  vhirh  g«vci  ocr&^on  to  ibe 
ioijuiry  at  Rtime,  that  of  the  initiation  of  ifihutittH  in  partkiilar,  to  jntlgo 
fmiD  its  place  in  (he  roDlext  of  die  kUlory  of  tlic  yciir,  (hi*  mutt  certainly 
bavt  been  csjipctcd  ti>  take  pI»M  either  ia«l  before  or  jii«t  after  the  ingrms 
of  the  conxutar  year;  the  Ides  of  Marrh  Roman,  Novnnlwr  33  Julian. 
But  the  nile  at  this  time  waa  to  iuitiatc  once  a  month.  That  eaw  there- 
fore do««  not  prove  that  thig  wnn  originally  the  Haled  tiine  of  the  rere- 
JDony ;  though  it  may  neterlhclet!*  bat e  been  ao. 


CH.6.'8.5-  Irreffuhr  Calendar.  Cydei.  B.C.  208—185.  117 

To  have  determined  however,  from  contemporary  testi- 
mony like  this,  and  on  grounds  of  such  great  probability  as 
these,  an  authentic  Nundinal  date  in  terms  of  the  calendar 
for  "the  time  being,  viii  Idus  Octobres  U.  C.  568  Varr.  June 
12  B.  C.  186,  would  be  a  point  of  much  importance  to  the 
constitution  and  details  of  our  calendar  both  before  this  date 
and  after  it.  The  Nundinal  character  of  the  Roman  Octo- 
ber this  year  being  given  ;  that  of  the  Roman  January  both 
before  and  after  it  is  given  also,  on  one  supposition  only : 
viz.  that  the  year,  of  which  the  Jauuarius  in  question  was 
the  first  month  and  the  October  in  question  was  the  tenth, 
was  a  year  of  855  days.  The  former  then  being  8,  that  of 
the  Januarius  before  it  must  have  been  2,  and  that  of  the 
Januariua  after  it  must  have  been  7. 

Now  it  may  be  assumed  as  certain  that  the  Kalends  of 
January  U.C.  565  fell  on  August  29  B.C.  190;  and  that 
the  Nundinal  character  of  January  that  year  was  8.  The 
Nundinal  character  then  of  U.  C.  565  was  8 ;  that  of  U.  C. 
569  was  7.  The  interval  between  the  Kalends  of  January 
U.  C.  565  and  the  Kalends  of  January  U.  C.  569  was  four 
Koman  years  complete.  One  of  these  we  know  from  testi- 
mony to  have  been  intercalary,  and  to  have  contained  either 
377  or  378  days.  Having  these  data  given,  we  shall  find  it 
no  easy  matter  to  arrange  these  years  in  sequence  so  as  to 
agree  with  every  thing  to  which  they  would  be  bound  to 
agree,  in  any  manner  but  that  which  has  been  actually 
adopted  in  our  calendar. 


U.  C.  flfis  B.  C.  190-189  355  days 
. .     566     . .     189-188  378    . . 
..     567     ..     188-187  377   ■• 
..     568     ..     187-186  355  .. 


U.C.  565-568  B.C.  190-186  1465  =  183x8  +  1 


From  which  it  follows  that  if  the  Nundinal  character  of 
V.  0.  565  was  8  that  of  U.  C.  569  would  be  8-1  or  7 ;  just 
as  it  appears  to  have  been.  We  might  indeed  vary  the  dis- 
position of  these  years  so  far  as  to  have  the  second  year  of 
355  days  between  the  two  of  377  and  378  respectively ;  not 
however  without  disturbing  the  relation  of  the  dates  of  some 
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of  the  triumpha  considered  supra  to  the  Nundinal  cycle,  and 
making  them  fall  on  a  Nundinal  day :  which,  though  poui- 
bly  admissible  under  some  circumstances,  yet  in  our  opinion 
would  be  objectionable  and  contrary  to  the  general  rule  of 
the  time. 

And  having  thus  explained,  and  by  actual  cases  in  point 
illustrated,  the  principles  on  which  we  have  proceeded  in  de- 
termining the  arrangements  of  these  irregular  cycles  from 
first  to  last,  and  the  many  minute  and  critical  points  of  dis- 
tinction to  which  it  was  necessary  to  attend  perpetually  ;  we 
shall  perhaps  be  excused  if,  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  we  enter 
into  no  more  similar  explanations,  but  leave  the  reader  to  infer 
for  himself  that  the  same  principles  must  have  been  taken 
along  with  us,  and  as  far  as  human  infirmity  would  permit 
must  have  been  constantly  kept  in  view,  for  the  remainder  of 
our  task. 


DISSERTATION  XIV. 

On  the  Verification  of  the  Irregular  Roman  Calendar. 

Cycle  ii. 


CHAPTER  I. 


Section  I. — Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  ii.  1.  355  days. 


U.  C.  570  Varr.  U.  C.  569  Cap.  U.  C.  567  Polyb.  B.  C.  185-184. 


P.  Claudius  Pulcher 
L.  Porcius  licinus. 

Kalendie  Jauuaris  Sept.  14  B.  C.  185.  Kuadinal  Char.  5. 


That  this  year  was  common  may  be  probably  concluded 
from  the  testimony  of  Livy^.  The  tribunician  year  of  M. 
Nsevius,  according  to  the  Libri  Magistratuum,  began  De- 
cember 10  Roman  U.  C.  569  August  25  B.C.  185,  and  ex- 
pired December  9  Roman  U.  C.  570  Auguat  14  B.  C.  184; 
and  from  the  tenth  of  December  U.  C.  569  to  the  Ides  of 
March  U.  C.  570  Livy  reckoned  three  months  only :  which, 
if  correct,  proves  that  the  year  of  the  City  (U.  C.  570  Varro) 
which  Was  dated  from  the  Kalends  of  January  September 
14  B.  C.  185,  was  not  intercalary. 

If  that  was  the  case,  it  renders  it  only  the  more  probable 
that  U.  C,  569,  dated  from  the  Kalends  of  January  Sept.  2 
B.  C.  186,  the  last  year  of  cycle  i,  and  also  U.  C.  571,  dated 
from  the  Kalends  of  January  September  4  B.  C.  184,  the 

■^  xxxix.  5a:  i3u*u).  56:  cf.  Vol.  i.  519. 
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eecoDd  year  of  cvcle  ii^  must  both  liavc  been  ititcrcaimy; 
iu  our  arraugcmeiiU  it  is  iissuuicd  lliat  tlicy  were. 


Sectiov  II. — On  the  date  af  the  death  of  the  Poni^fex  Moji- 
mta,  P.  Liidiiiu!!  Crassus. 


U.  0.  671  VtiT.  U.  C.  570  Cap.  U.  C.  538  Polyb.  B.  C.  184-183. 

Q.  Fitbiiis  lahv^t 

M.  CluddiuK  Mauvelliifl. 


Kalends  Jsnuarix  Sejii,  4  B.C.  184.  Xaodina]  Clinr.  a. 


llujus  priiicipio  aiini  P.  Liciniua  Cnuisud  Pontifex  Maxi- 
mu3  mortuus  est".  Jie  was  created  U.  C.  542  B.  C.  212p; 
80  tb&t  he  bad  beeu  39  consular  years  in  office.  Tbe  chiuige 
in  the  adiuiniktratiau  of  tbe  cnletidar,  U.C.  516  H.  C.  206, 
Aud  thcuccfonvarde,  took  jihieu  uiuler  ttiiu;  and  lu  nil  pro- 
bability wan  due  to  litm.  The  fact  which  wc  iHtoly  con- 
sidt^rcd  iti  reference  to  the  repetition  of  tbe  V'er  Sacrmn  IJ.  C. 
101,  and  the  kind  of  scruple  by  which  it  appcAred  to  have 
been  occa-iioncdi,  mny  fairly  be  regarded  as  n  proof  tlint  the 
mind  of  this  pontiff  uju»t  have  beeu  peculiai'ly  liable  to  ba 
iuUueuced  by  such  superstitious  fLt;Itugs  ok  those  which  led 
tu  the  ubimdoumeut  of  the  regular  adiniuiittmtion  of  tbe 
calendar. 

Livy  pmceedd :  In  ejus  locum  M.  Scmproniua  Tuditanus 
poutifcx  est  couptatus;  Pontlfex  Maxirnus  est  oreatos  C, 
Ser%*ilius  floitiiuus;  M-hercin  tbe  distinction  of  terms,  coo^ 
ptatm  iu  reference  to  the  simple  pontiff  creatus  in  reference 
to  tbe  Poutifex  Maximus,  la  ubservnblc''. 

For  the  illustration  of  tbe  calendar  however  in  this  parti- 
cular year  ire  are  most  couceriied  Mitb  tbe  fact  which  is  next 
meutioDed:  I*.  Lieinii  funeris  caussa  visccrutio  data,...et 
ludi  fuucbres  per  triduuin  facti,  post  ludos  cpulum.  in  quo 
cum  toto  foro  strata  trieUuia  csscnt  teuipcstus  cuui  magni* 
proceltis  coorta  coegit  plerosquc  tabernucula  otatuere  iu  foro. 
eadem  panllo  poat  cum  undique  dissercnasset  subiata:   d&* 


'■  IjUr,  xsxix.  46.  45. 


P  Snpr*,  pige  30. 
'  Sttjin,  37,  Dole. 
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fanctoiqiie  vulgo  serebant,  quod  later  fatalia  vates  cecinissent 
necesse  esse  tabemacula  in  foro  statui. 

The  ingress  of  this  consular  year,  March  15  Roman  Dec. 
7  B.  G.  184,  had  already  taken  place  before  the  death  of  the 
pontiff  was  mentioned.  It  did  not  therefore  happen  before 
December  7 ;  yet  it  must  have  happened  soon  afterwards. 
The  idiom  of  Livy,  in  the  use  of  such  phrases  as  Principio 
anm  or  In  exUu  anni,  will  seldom  allow  the  former  to  be 
understood  of  a  later  time  than  the  latter  half  of  the  Roman 
March,  or  the  latter  of  an  earlier  than  the  first  half.  It  may 
be  taken  for  granted  therefore  that  this  death  happened  in 
December,  B.C.  184,  some  time  not  long  after  the  7th  of 
that  month;  and  a  storm,  even  at  Home,  towards  the  mid- 
dle or  the  third  week  of  December,  would  be  nothing  ex- 
traordinary. 

It  is  to  be  observed  however  that,  in  cases  like  this  which 
concerned  the  funeral  obsequies  of  the  dead,  it  appears  to 
have  been  the  rule  among  the  Romans  that  the  Novemdiales 
Epnlte  should  be  celebrated  on  the  ninth  day  after  the  death^; 
and  there  is  reason  also  to  believe  that  for  such  ceremonies 
as  these  a  Nundinal  coincidence,  if  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  permitted  it,  was  as  much  studied  and  preferred  as  on 
other  and  different  occasions  it  was  purposely  avoided. 

Now  the  Nundinal  days  in  the  Roman  Martins,  U.  C.  571, 
were  the  2nd,  the  10th,  the  18th,  and  the  26th.  The  two 
first  preceded  the  ingress  of  the  consular  year,  and  therefore 
the  death  of  the  pontiff.  But  neither  of  the  two  latter  pre- 
ceded the  consular  ingress.  It  is  possible  therefore  that  the 
death  of  the  pontiff  might  happen  between  the  15th  and  the 
18th  of  the  month;  and  even  on  the  18th  itself:  in  which 
case  his  Ludi  Funebres  might  begin  to  be  celebrated  on  the 
24th,  and  the  Epulum  by  which  they  were  followed  might 
be  given  on  the  2Gth ;  on  the  third  day,  but  ajter  the  games; 
which  would  thus  be  a  Nundinal  day.  It  is  to  be  observed 
that  there  were  many  ferue  of  regular  occurrence  in  the 
Soman  March,  later  than  the  Ides ;  with  which  these  Ludi 
Funebres,  it  may  be  supposed,  would  not  be  allowed  to  inter- 
fere: as  the  Liberalia,  on  the  17th,  and  the  Quinquatrus 
from  the  19th  to  the  23rd ;  which  last  day  was  the  date  also 

■  Vol.  ii.  6,  note. 
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of  theTuliilotitriura'.  Hut  (nim  the  24th  to  the  29th  the 
month  npiiears  to  havt:  been  clear  even  for  au  extraordiuar}' 
oeremoii)'  of  any  kind. 

Now  the  Julian  date  of  March  'iQ  Roiuhu  L'.C  u71  was 
December  18  B.C.  Ift^t.  Our  gencrtLl  Luiiar  Calendar, 
Period  xiii.  x.  2,  shcirfi  the  mean  now  moon  of  Chislea  Not. 
28  at  midnight  B.  C.  184  :  and  tliis  is  confirmed  bj-  i^c  solar 
eclipse,  October  29  «t  8  p.  m.  Paris,  the  same  yenr.  Decem- 
ber 18  March  UG  Homau  would  be  the  2Ut  luua  of  that 
moon ;  and  at  that  period  of  the  lauar  revolution  and  at  Jhis 
season  of  the  nnturu)  year,  just  approaching  to  the  winter 
solstice,  there  might  be  such  a  storra  aa  that  which  Livy  de- 
scribes at  the  funeral  Kpulum  of  the  Intc  Pontifex  Maximus. 

Section  III. — On  the  daiea  of  the  death  o/Pbilopocmcn,  qf 
Ilamiibal,  o»^o/Scipio  Africanus,  regpectivdy. 

Thia  (roiiauliir  yciir,  U.  C.  571  D.  C.  1H^1S3,  is  memorable 
ill  the  general  history  of  the  time,  att  that  of  the  death  cf  the 
throe  most  iljutttrioua  individuals  of  their  day,  the  Grecian 
Philuptcmuu,  the  Cartha^uian  Hannibal,  and  the  Boman 
Sdpio  Africanuu  the  elder  and  tlie  first  who  bore  that 
Dame. 

Speaking  of  the  death  of  Philopoemcn  in  particniar ;  Ab 
scriptciribus  rcrum  GnecisLatiniacjuc,  observes  Livy",  tanttim 
huic  viro  tribuitur  ut  n  quibusdam  eoruni  relut  ad  iusigoem 
notam  hujus  iiuui  memoria;  muudutum  eit  tres  ctaros  iiupera- 
torcH  eu  auno  decessiiue,  Philopuimenum  Ilautiibalcm  PubUom 
Scipionem.  Pulyliius  was  one  of  these  Greek  historians  "^  ; 
and  Kutiliua  '  at  least  was  one  of  the  Roman. 

The  order  in  which  Livy  mentions  these  deaths  appears  to 
be  significant ;  so  that  wc  may  infer  from  it  that,  if  those 
three  eminent  men  died  in  tliis  one  year,  it  was  iu  the  fol- 
lowing order :  first  Philopcemcu,  then  IlHunibhl,  and  lastly 
Scipio.     i'olybius  seems  to  imply  the  same  thing! ;   at  least 


Vailno  Calendar,  apud  t'ogf^ni.  Ot-id. 

Vuti.  III.  i^^. 

It  Dtsix.  JO.  Cf.  IKniSorti*,  Fngm. 
Kxix.  Jnrtin,  sxni.  ^.  \  *}.  to-  Obw- 
tlUMii,  lix.  Oruaiuf,  iv.  10.  Z<iii&ras.Lx. 
>l.  4J5.  C.  D.  Conwliiu  N'cpDi.  Hah- 
iiitwl,  m\  fin. 


*  Li<7,   *-a\x.   £1.     Cf.    Pttlybttu, 

1  P.  RiuUiuj  Bufud,  ■  Trjbuniu  Mi- 
litATi*  under  ihp  jroiinerr  Si-i|Hn  at  tkr 
■logo  of  Natnantia.  U.  (*.  )j4i  maA 
roDMil  B.C.  lofi.  Cf.  A|>pMn,  vi.  B8. 
AthcDKiu,  tv.  66:  n.  lett. 
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the  order  in  which  their  characters  are  snmmed  up  and 

,  described  in  his  extant  fragments  ia  any  criterion  of  tbo  order 
iu  which  they  passed  away  from  the  stage  of  history.    The 

^Mune  rc-mnrk  is  itppliciible  to  the  order  in  which  Diodorus 

lmIso  mentions  thdr  dt-aths. 

It  ia  ir«U  known  that,  with  respect  to  the  death  of  the  last 
of  llie  three,  PuhHus  Scipio.  in  this  year  in  particular,  Livy 
has  raised  some  dilticulties  which  imply  that  in  hia  opinion  it 
was  a  douhtful  point ;  and  yet  if  the  testimony  of  Polybins 
was  expressly  given  to  the  fact,  as  it  appears  to  have  been,  it 
ought  to  haTc  been  ooropctcut  to  overrule  every  objection  which 
might  have  been  imagined  to  the  contrary.  It  is  uot  credible 
that  Polybiuii.  who  lived  so  long  and  on  such  intimate  terms 
with  the  prandsoD  of  Scipio  himself  the  younger  Africanua, 
could  hare  been  tnisitifonuetl  upuii  this  point ;   if  he  did  uot 

leven  s|icak  of  it  from  his  personal  knowledge :  for,  as  he  was 

'  living  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Philopoemen,  and  is  said  to 
have  iriirried  the  nni  which  contaiuctl  his  ashes  at  liis  funeral 
aolcDinities',  he  mii<it  have  been  ohltmough  to  remember  the 
death  of  Scipio  Afncanus  also.  The  coincidence  itself  of 
three   such  remarkable   deaths  in  one  year  carries  its  own 

Iconfirmation  along  with  it.  It  is  oue  of  those  cxtrnoi-dinary 
things  which  would  not  have  been  found  on  record,  unless  it 
had  actually  happened.  We  do  not  our.><clve8  therefore  en- 
tertain any  doubt  that  the  deaths  of  these  three  distinguished 
indiridnals  did  all  happen  within  the  compass  of  one  and  the 
same  year,  reckoned  by  some  rule  and  by  some  calendar  or 

I  other;  either  the  Roman,  (either  that  of  the  city  or  the  con- 
sular,) or  the  Grecian,  by  whichsoever  of  the  calendar  years 
of  the  Oroeks  in  his  time  Folybius  was  most  likely  to  have 
reckoned ;    and  that  in  our  opinion  would  be  the  calendar 

,  year  of  the  Achi»an  League.  Nor  have  we  any  doubt  that 
this  year  of  the  time  was  one  which  coincided  either  with  the 
Julian  B.C.  1&4— 183,  or  with  the  Julian  B.  C.  1R3— 182. 

That  this  must  have  been  Livy's  opinion  also  »!th  respect 
to  the  date  of  the  death  of  Fhilopo^men  might  be  inferred 
from  his  own  accounts* ;  and  that  lie  was  under  the  same 
persuasion  with  respect  to  that  of  the  death  of  Hannibal  also 


■  niiiiutrli,  PliilnpiKiiteo,  rvi. 
Patjifaiu,  aM«.  I— ^.t  ■&:  9^9- 


•  uxis.  411-50:  49—48.    Of- 
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might  he  very  probahly  collected  from  Iu8  proceodiug  to  relate 
that''  ucxt  to  the  death  of  Philopaimcn:  though  he  certninl] 
gives  us  to  und^Tstiind  that  Valerius  Aotina  dated  the  dcathi 
of  Hannihal  the  next  ycnr^  U.  C.  572  B.  C.  183—183.  It 
should  be  rcniemhcrctl  however  that  the  first  and  oldest  autho- 
rity for  any  statement  of  this  kind,  and  one  irhich  later  writers 
would  merely  repeat,  must  have  beeu  Polybiu*';  and  that  as 
the  culeudiir  by  witich  Polybius  would  most  miturally  reckon 
was  the  Aehicau,  if  be  asserted  tliot  each  of  lliesc  three 
deaths  came  mithiu  tlic  eompass  of  »ome  one  and  the  same 
year,  ho  most  probably  meant  Komo  one  and  the  same  year  of 
that  calendar  :  and,  if  this  year  was  some  one  which  corre- 
sponded cither  to  U.  C.  571  or  to  U.  C.  572  of  the  Roman 
calendar,  it  conld  have  been  none  but  Period  i.  -W)  of  the 
calendar  of  the  Acha;an  League ;  the  limits  of  which  were 
April  27  B.  C.  183  and  April  16  B.  C.  182. 

Now  the  death  of  Philopaamen  in  particular  certainly  bap- 
peoed  after  April  27  B.  C.  183 ;  for  he  was  serving  the  office 
of  praetor  of  the  League  at  the  very  time  of  his  death  ^  :  and 
he  could  not  have  entered  on  that  office  before  April  27  HC^ 
183.  To  ju<lge  from  the  context  uf  Livy,  the  expedition  in' 
the  course  of  which  he  was  made  prisoner  conld  not  have 
been  going  on,  at  the  earliest,  before  the  time  of  those  Le^ 
gotiumt  and  of  their  audience  of  the  senate  at  Home,  of 
which  he  spoke  just  before*,  as  prior  to  the  departure  of  the 
oousuls  of  the  year  to  their  {iroviucca'.  But  I^Husaiiiaa  in 
particular  has  placed  the  time  of  the  event,  relatively  to  the 
natural  year,  out  of  questiou.  Messeuia,  according  to  him, 
was  invaded  ^Ef  huji^  roC  aLrov  e ;  which  would  mean  the 
month  of  July  for  that  Intitudc  in  Rrcccc:  and  Philopaimcn 
himself  was  made  prisoner  on  the  third  day  after  *>.  In  July 
theUf  or  at  the  earliest  towards  tlic  end  of  June,  may  we  most 


*  Livj,  itscals  51. 

c  Itiid.  56.  Conirlius  N«fKM.  Han- 
tiiboJ,  i-»r.  rj,  girp»  n*  tn  iiniltTataod 
llial  till!  [Insili  (>r  ItnitiiiW  wna  dnl«d 
In  UiNv  iliHt-rent  yi-an  tiy  ditTemnt  an- 
ttiunlJn;  U.C.  ,*;t.  Al.'Cbudui  Mmr. 
ofBo  4.  taliio  lAbi-otip,  U,  C.  JJI, 
^oiilio  Pku)1u  Cn.  Iiiel>to  Tiimpliilo, 
and  V.'.C.  573,  P.  Carncl^i  Otliflga  M. 
UKbio  Tnmi'bilo.     Amoug  Uwm    Pa- 


lybiu*  daitd  it  U.C.  573  B  C  183-181. 

<>   I.ivr.  xixii.  49.   I'nlylnn^,  SNiV.S,„ 
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t  IVuwnki,  iv.  xsts.  5. 
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probably  date  Lis  death  ;  and  at  70  years  of  age ',  and  when 
he  had  been  40  years  in  public  life  ^  \  the  former  of  which 
wonld  imply  that  he  was  bom  B.  C.  253  or  252,  and  the 
latter  that  he  entered  on  public  life  B.  C.  223  or  222.  The 
troth  is  that  he  came  into  notice  first  at  the  battle  of  Sel< 
lasia  I ;  the  date  of  which,  as  we  hope  to  shew  some  time  or 
other,  was  on  or  about  May  25  B.  C.  222 ;  the  19th  of  the 
first  month  in  the  Achaean  calendar  of  that  year :  from 
which  day  to  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  May  15  B.  C.  183, 
there  were  39  years  complete.  So  that,  if  he  died  at  last  any 
time  after  May  15  B.  C.  183,  it  might  truly  be  said  that  he 
died  in  the  40th  year  of  his  public  life. 

With  regard  to  the  death  of  Hannibal;  it  might  have 
happened  either  iu  the  course  of  B.C.  183,  before  Dec.  18  the 
expiration  of  the  current  consular  year,  or  after  Dec.  19  B.  C. 
183,  but  before  April  16  B.  C.  182,  the  ingress  of  the  next 
Achffian  year ;  and  nevertheless  might  have  come  within 
the  compass  of  the  same  year  as  that  of  Philopoemen.  It  ap- 
pears from  Cornelius  Nepos  »>  that  Polybius  actually  dated  it 
in  the  consular  year  of  L.  j^^lrailius  Faullus  Cn.  Bsebius  Tam- 
philua,  U.C.  572  B.C.  183—182;  and  this  it  seems  was 
also  Valerius  Antias'  date  of  it ;  taken  consequently  from 
Polybius.  As  to  the  circumstances  of  his  death,  and  the  dif- 
ference in  that  respect  between  Livy's  account  and  that  of 
others ",  it  is  a  question  with  which  we  are  not  concerned 
at  present. 

But  with  regard  to  the  death  of  Scipio,  about  which,  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  there  is  likely  to  he  much 
more  uncertainty  and  much  more  difficulty  than  concerning 
that  of  either  of  the  other  two ;  if  we  are  right  in  the  view 
which  we  have  taken  of  Polybius'  testimony  to  that  fact,  it 
must  have  happened  some  time  between  April  27  B.  C.  183 
and  AprU  16  B.  C.  182 ;  if  later  than  the  death  of  Philo- 
pflemen,  not  before  midsummer  B.C.  183,  if  later  than  that 

>  Lnr,  sudx.  j)Q.  PftQHniu,  viii.  li.  PauMniu,  viii.  xlix.  i. 

t.  Plutarch,  Vita,  xviii.  ■"  HsonibBl,  cap.  i,l. 

^  PoljbiuR,  xxiT.  9.  (  3.    Flutarcb,  "  Plul«ri-li,  FbininiDUs,  xx.    PauM- 

VitK,  xviii.  T.  IKodorus,  iiix.  nias,  viii.  xi.  ft.    Cornelius  Nepos'  ac* 

■  Plutarch,  Vita.  t.  tL  Cf.  PolyMua,  count    (Hannibal,     i^)     agrees    nith 

ii.  67,  4 — 6S,   1  !   66,  6  ;    X.  15,    6  :  Livy's. 
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of  Hannibal,  not  before  the  rail  of  II.('.  183  or  the  heginiitag 
of  B.C.  182. 

Tbp  objection  rniiicd  bv  Livy  to  this  date  of  his  death  u 
founded  rtt  bottom  on  one  roattor  of  fact  only ;  Wk.  that  at 
the  last  Smatiis  lectio,  B.  C.  184,  if  Scipio  was  then  alive,  he 
must  have  \»xn  paucd  over,  and  another  person  must  hvre 
been  Dominated  Princfps  genatfig  iu  his  stead.  We  will  8t«t« 
the  objection  tn  hia  own  wonls.  Scipiuneui  et  Polybiiu  et 
RntiliUH  hoc  anno  mortuiim  Kcribnnt.  i^  ncque  bia  neque 
Valerioadsentior";  himjuoil  censoribua  M.  Popcio  L.  Valerio 
principem  senatus  tpsnra  L.  Valeriiim  ccnsorem  k-ctnin  in- 
vcnio,  quum  suporioribna  trihus  Instris  Atricanus  fuisset: 
quo  vivo  nisi  ut  ille  scnatu  niovcrctur,  (qunm  notain  oemo 
menaorix  prodidit,)  alius  princcps  in  locum  ejus  lectns  DOn 
esaet  ■'.  But  there  is  nothing  in  this  fact  to  set  against  tite 
(msitiTc  testimony  of  Poiybius.  It  did  not  occur  to  Livy 
bcrc4  tl]at  Cato,  the  censor  who  oomiiintcd  the  Priuccpi 
wnatus  on  tins  ocr^sion,  was  no  frietid  of  Scipio'fi%  but  vaa 
the  most  intimate  friend  of  Valerius ;  still  less  could  be 
have  reflected  that,  whatsoever  was  the  date  of  Hcipio's 
death,  whether  B.  C.  187  or  B.  C.  186  or  B.  C.  185,  he  had 
prcviou»ly  abandoned  jmblic  life  and  bud  gone  into  retire- 
ment at  Ijtenmm  *  :  uhicb  was  equivalent  to  the  removal  of 
hi»  name  from  the  li^t  of  senators  by  his  own  act,  if  not  by 
that  of  auy  other  authority. 

It  IB  fur  from  improbable  therefore  that  at  the  time  of  the  jic- 
nattu  lectio,  in  which  he  thus  appeared  to  have  beirn  purposely 
passed  over,  Scipio  had  already  retired  from  public  life;  and 
if  that  can  be  shewn  to  have  been  the  casi^.  the  objection  to 
Polybius'  date  of  his  death,  grounded  on  this  fact  merely 
fiUls  to  the  ground.  Xow,  as  we  Iinvc  already  explained', 
erer  since  the  abridgment  of  the  term  of  IheCensorian  otGoe 
mU.C.  321  B.C.  433,  the  rule  of  the  Censorimi  ingreM 
seems  to  have  been  iuvunably  the   Rnleiids  of  Uiiiuctilta. 


•  %'aleriu*  Aniiu,  who  dated    lUs 
deslli  U.  V.  {.(ij  B.  i:,  i8S_i87.  Livy, 
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The  Bppmnching  rlcctioti  ttf  the  Inut  pair  of  wnsors  before 
Cftto  iind  Valerius,  viK.  T.  Qniuctius  Flnroininus  and  M.  f 'lau- 
cHtH  Marcelliu,  it  certainly  first  alluded  to  by  LivT«  U.  C. 
565,  in  the  conftiilar  year  of  Cn.  Manliua  and  M.  Fulvius 
B.C.  190-189;  and  at  the  time  of  the  Bortition  of  province* 
for  that  year,  which  could  not  have  been  long  after  the  m- 
Kor.  8  B.  C.  190 :  but  their  actual  election  is  recorded, 
Dtigh  still  in  this  cotisQlaj*  3'ear,  yet  nlmost  at  the  very  end 
of  it :  betveeu  the  date  of  the  colony  to  Oononiao'.  iii  Ka- 
leadas  Jauunrias  U.  C.  R05.  tind  that  of  the  naval  triumph 
of  Luciua  if^milius  RegilhiH  the  Kalends  of  February*  U.  C 
B(i6,  followed  in  the  next  month  by  that  of  L.  Scipto  Asiati- 
ni8,  Pridic  K«lenda»  .Martina  mense  interkalario)':  the  former 
Sept.  1  n,  the  latter  Nov.  5,  B.  C.  189«. 

In  this  date  of  their  election  Livy  ranst  have  been  mis- 
taken.    For  uii  that  principle  no  part  of  the  ofHcial  year  of 
these  censors  could  liavt-  come  in  the  conwilar  year  of  Man- 
has  and  Fulvius,  except  the  three  last  months  at  the  utmost, 
the  Januariue,  Februariu*,  and  Merkedouius  of  U.  C  560, 
B.C.  IBi).    Yet  it  appears  from  Livy  hiuiaelf"  that  they  were 
already  in  oQicc  and  already  diKchar-^iiig  their  official  duties 
at  Rome,  when  Manlius*  expedition  n(;Riuiit  the  GallogriBOi 
was  going  on  in  Asia  ;  and  before  the  proct'ediii|?s  of  Fulriua 
against  the  people  of  Same  in  Cephallenia  had  yet  begnn. 
The  last  of  thcac  points  of  time,  ait  we  hope  to  make  it  ap. 
pear  some  time  or  other  on  a  future  occasion,  was  not  later 
^^han  midiiimmer  II.  0.  1K9:  hut  at  present  the  only  proof 
^Bf  ^at  fact  which  we  shall  mention  is  thi* ;  that  the  siege  of 
^^BatDe  Jasted /our  months'',  and  that  wheu  Fulvtus.  soon  af^er 
^^t  waa  over,  returned  to  lUjuie  Conutiorum  cuussu'".  the  year 
was  in  pjritH :  which  in  Livy  seldom  means  a  later  time  than 
the  und  of  Fcbruarius  in  a  common  year,  or  that  of  the  Mcr- 
Itodoiiiua  iu  an  intercalary  year. 

It  is  morally  certain  then  that  the  election  of  these  censors 

^Kostead  of  happening  in  Januarius  U.  C.  5fKi  mnst  have  hap- 

^^^CdmI  in  Junius  U.C.  565.     .\nd  this  is  confirmed  by  the 

^P'^ste  of  their  Lustral  cycle ;  which  was  the  Ixiirth,  bearing; 

date  on  June  4  lloman   U.  C.  565  January  27   B.  C.  189. 
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Their  comitia  -n-oulil  tic  held  in  that  month ;  and  tho}*  would 
enter  upon  oOico  on  the  iirat  of  Quinclilis,  Feb.  22,  And 
thus  they  would  uuturnlly  bo  cngii^rod  ou  their  proper  dntics 
at  Home  much  about  the  time  when  Mniilius'  procoediags 
the  same  yenx  were  beginning. 

The  flrst  thing  done  by  new  censors  in  general  waa  sena- 
tutn  hgere :  and  on  this  occasion,  that  of  B,  G.  189  V.  V. 
565,  Scipio  Africanus  waa  nominated  Princeps  Senalus  for 
the  third  time*'.  The  business  of  this  census  being  all  con- 
cluded, the  ceremony  of  the  lustrum  canditum  was  pcr- 
fomied  the  uext  year"  U.C.  500,  iu  the  consular  yi^r  of 
C.  Livius  Suliuator  M.  Valerius  Mes^dla,  not  loug  however 
before  the  departure  of  these  consuls  to  their  pronncea; 
M.  Claudius  MarcL-Uus  censor  sorto  Bui>erato  T.  Quinctia 
lustrum  conditlit  .  .  .  lustro  pcrfecto  coiisules  in  pronncias 
profecti  sunf.  The  lustrum  conditum  was  commonly  held 
about  17  or  IS  months  after  the  ingress:  which  dated  from 
Uuinctilis  17.  C.  Gfi5  would  bring  us  to  NoTcmbcr  or  Decem- 
ber U.C.  566:  the  former  not  later  tlian  July  4  15.  C.  188; 
about  which  time  the  conauls  might  be  repairing  to  their 
provinces  this  year.  Directly  after  too  Livy  passes  to  the 
proceedings  of  Manlius  in.  Asia,  which  were  those  of  B.  C. 
188;  and  in  the  spring  quarter  of  that  year,  when  he  was 
commanding  in  quality  of  proconsul. 

The  consuls  of  U.C. 570  B.  0. 195-181,  and  their  election. 
Publius  Claudius  Pulcher  and  L.  Porciue  Lieiinis,  are  men- 
tioned  in  their  pruper  orders ;  and  before  they  were  yet  gone 
to  their  provinces  the  time  it  nppeai-s  had  arrived  for  electing 
a  new  pair  of  censors  nUo'' :  which  in  tlic  event  proved  to  be 
these  two,  M.  Fortius  Cato  and  L.  Valerius  Flaccusi.  They 
were  the  cennors  of  the  Ixxvth  Lustrum,  which  bore  date 
May  16  Iloman  U.C.  .570  January  2i  Julian  H.  C.  IS*. 
And  the  election  of  theoe  censors  too  seems  to  have  fallen 
out  nbout  the  same  time  in  the  natural  .ind  the  civil  year  on 
this  occa.sion  as  that  of  rhcir  predecessors  on  the  former  oc- 
casion ;  vis.  in  the  Itomnn  month  of  Juuc,  the  Julian  month 
of  February.  Fori,  the  dispute  relating  to  the  subragatian 
of  a  pnetur,  in  the  room  of  C.  Decimius  one  of  the  pnctors 
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of  the  year,  recently  dead,  does  not  appear  to  have  come  to 
an  end  much  before  the  stated  time  of  the  Ludi  Apollinares, 
^Pridic  Noniu  tiuinctilcs» :   yet  that  dispute  was  only  .iu8t 
er,  when  the  election  of  censors  came  on.     If  so  those 
ceuiK>n  must  have  been  elected  in  Junius,  and  must  have 
entered  in  Quinctihs.    ii.  As  soon  as  the  Censorian  coiuitia 
i      were  over,  the  consuls  and  prectors  of  tlie  year  departed  to 
^bbcir  respective  provinces',  all  but  one,  Q,.  Nsvius;  who  waa 
^^ktill  detained  at  Rome  by  certain  inquiries  De  vcuelicio  pre- 
^VviousJy  going   on :    Secundum    comitia    censorutn    consulea 
pnetoresque  in  pronncias  profecti  sunt,  prEcter  Q.  Nceriam, 
quern  quatnor  non  minus  menses  priusqunni  in  Sardiniam 
irvt  quKstioues  veueficii. . .  tenueruut'.     They  might  »et  out 
I       iu  Scxtilis  or  September  Ilomnn,  April  or  May  Julian.    And 
'       as  to  Na!viH8,  it  is  not  imphed  by  what  is  observed  concem- 
ing  him  that  he  was  detained  at  Homo  four  months  after  the 
I       rest,  but  four  mouths  in  all ;  i.  e.  from  the  time  when  these 
inqniMtions  began  to  be  set  on  foot.     His  prortnce  wat  Sar- 
dinia ;  and  it  might  not  be  too  late  in  the  year  to  set  out 
for  that,  a  month  or  two  after  the  rest. 

It  would  seem  tlien  tliat  tliere  is  every  reason  to  suppose 
that  these  two  ceusora  of  the  Uxvth  Lustrum^  Cato  imd 
Valerius,  must  have  entered  upon  ofllco  on  the  first  of 
Qumctilis  V.  C.  570,  March  10  B.  C.  181.  Their  first  official 
■ct  was  the  usual  scnatns  lectio'',  when  the  censor  Valerius 
himself,  (no  doubt  by  the  nomination  of  his  colleague  Cato,) 
was  chosen  priuceps' ;  i.  e.  was  first  designated  by  name  to 
the  uOice  of  seniitor.  It  must  be  certain  from  Polybius' 
testimony  that  Scipio  could  not  yet  have  been  dead  by  the 
month  of  March,  B.  C.  184.  Consequently  he  must  have 
been  passed  over,  on  this  occasion,  while  he  was  still  living; 
and  yet,  for  all  that,  it  would  be  difficult  to  shew  that  any 
■light  was  either  intended  him  thereby,  or  was  actually 
passed  upon  him,  if  before  the  spring  of  V.  C.  570  B.  C.  1&4 
be  b«d  already  retired  from  pubhc  lif«,  and  was  liWng  in  pn- 
nxj  at  Litemum,  at  a  distance  from  Rome. 
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Section  IV. — On  the  probable  time  of  the  acciualion  tf 

P.  Scipio  Africanus  by  tfte  Fetillii  and  by  Nsevius ;  and  OA 

the  probable  date  of  his  retirement  to  Litcruiiio. 

The  only  question  then  wliich  would  still  require  mn  m- 

Bwcr  would  be  t/iif,  of  the-  {irubalitu  (Into  of  his  retirement, 

nud  how   loii^  it   mny  be   supposed  to  hare  preceded  his 

death  ? 

And  here,  vc  think,  the  irnaoning  of  Livy"*  is  concluaiTa 
■gainJit  the  date  assigned,  whether  to  his  retirement  from 
public  life  or  to  bis  death,  by  Valerius  Antias,  U.C  567 
B-C.  1«8-1H7  or  U.C.  508  B.  V.  187-186;  viz.  tbnt,  if  a 
speech  of  P.  Africanus'  in  nuswcr  to  XicTius  waa  still  extnnt, 
he  muHt  linve  been  still  ali%'e  iiiid  still  »t  Komc  in  the  tribu- 
nician  year  of  this  Nicvius;  between  December  10  Ilomaa 
U.  C.  569  August  25  B.  C.  185  and  December  10  U.  C.  570 
August  lo  B.  C.  ISi.  There  was  nothing,  it  is  true,  to  de- 
signate the  occasion  or  tbc  object  of  his  speech  but  vhat 
Livy  calls  the  Itidcx  onitionis ;  which  wc  may  prcsanoe 
means  the  title.  The  nnme  of  Naevius  did  not  occur  in  it. 
But  we  mny  suppose  that  the  index  or  title  was  competent 
to  declare  the  occasion  of  the  speech ;  and  therefore  was  a 
rofiicieut  arguuieut  that  it  must  have  beeu  delirered  some 
lime  in  the  oflicial  year  of  Nie«us,  And  though  lliia  would 
extend  from  August  25  U.  C.  185  to  August  14  B.C.  184; 
it  is  manifestly  possible  that  both  the  accusation  of  Xicvius^ 
and  this  spcecch  of  Scijiio's  in  answer  to  it,  might  come  in 
the  first  half  of  this  yimr,  as  much  as  in  the  second:  and 
therefore  both  in  B,  C.  185  itself. 

It  is  posHible  Iherefore  and  even  probable  that  the  actual 
date  of  his  retirement  was  U.C.  570;  towartU  the  end  of 
D.C.  186  or  early  B.  C.  184.  In  either  ease  before  the  tv» 
censors  Cnto  and  Valerins,  bad  yet  been  elected,  niucli  less 
had  yet  entered  on  oflice.  And  if  he  dic<l  in  the  first  half 
of  B.  C.  182,  any  time  before  midsummer  that  year;  that 
would  be  entirely  consistent  with  the  testimony  of  l*olybiuB 
to  his  dyiug  iu  the  same  year  a»  PhilotHjeuicu  and  Iluuuibal, 
though  after  them  both.  On  this  principle  indeed  he  must 
have  died  only  two  years  and  a  little  more  after  his  retire- 
•>'  LiTf,  sisix.  51  i  «[.  tzxtUL  ib. 
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dent.  But  in  every  account  of  this  retirement  ofhia  it  seemB 
to  be  implied  tbnt  he  did  not  long  sunivc  it.  Valerius  Antins 
must  have  been  of  tlmt  opinion ;  liavitig  r<>1ated  his  prosecution 
by  the  Petillii  in  U.  C.  567  B.  C.  188—187,  (in  which  Livr  him- 
•elfa^rees  with  him*,)  and  as  Liry  gives  us  ever}' reason  to  «up- 
pose*»  bis  death  soon  after  :  as  if  he  had  been  prosecuted  and 
bad  gone  into  retirement  in  B.  C  187  and  had  died  iu  li.  C. 
187  or  186  P.  And  such  too  must  have  been  the  opinion  of 
Cicero:  in  whose  dialogue  De  Senectute  Cato  is  made  to  sny 

tof  Scipioi,  Anno  ante  roc  ccnsorem  niortuus  est:  and  again, 
ZCoTcm  onnia  pout  mcum  consulatiim,  cnm  consul  itcmm  xoe 
consule  crentus  csuset.  As  Cato  was  censor  V.  C.  D70  B.  C. 
|H^  the  hrvt  of  these  notes  of  time  ivould  give  the  death 
17.  G.  C>G9  ii.  G.  185  :  but  as  he  was  oodbuI  U.  C.  559  B.  0. 
196—195,  the  second  pvcH  it  U.  C.  .'ifiK  B.G.  186. 

The  fact  of  the  accusation  of  Scipio  by  the  two  Petillii^  as 
rd^ed  by  Livy  after  \*alenua  Antias '',  there  ia  perhaps  no 
good  reason  to  call  in  question ;  yet  it  appcnra  as  if  there  vras 
alvayt  a  difference  of  opinion  about  Ihis  fact  in  his  personal 
faistory:  Ic.  Uy  whom  lie  had  been  accused,  and  on  what 
oocEsioD.  His  accusers  lire  sometimes  represented  aa  the 
two  Petillii;  sometimes  as  M.  Xbpvius  only*.  The  best 
■node  of  reconciling  these  diffcreut  representations  together 
is  to  suppose  that  he  was  twice  accused,  once  by  the  Petillii 
«n<l  once  by  Ntevjus  ;  and  antiwereil  both  accusations  iu 
person:  consequently  before  II.  U.  181  at  least.  There  are 
facts  on  record  of  his  personal  liistury,  even  after  his  sup- 
posed aocusation  hy  the  Petillii  and  his  supposed  retirement 
in  consequence  of  it,  which  could  not  easily  be  rcconcilctl 
with  so  early  a  date  of  his  retirement  as  B.  C  187 ;  particu- 
larly the  part  which  he  is  said  to  have  taken  with  reference 
Co  ilic  pi-occedings  instituted  against  his  brother  Lucius 
ipioS  and  to  the  circuiutstauces  uuder  which  he  is  said  to 
liave  betrothed  liis  youngest  daughter  Cornelia  to  Tiberius 
Gracchus:  which  may  be  considered  perhaps  one  of  the  best 
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authenticated  facts  in  his  history.  For  that  this  dai^ter 
was  actually  married  to  Tiberius  Gracchus,  nnd  yet  tint 
Tiberiua  alwi,  before  these  proceedings  against  his  hrother 
Lucius,  had  been  iu  some  8eii!»e  or  other  (most  probably  oolf 
OD  public  grounds)  the  pervoual  enemy  of  Scipio  Africauu, 
cauuot  be  doubted  o. 

It  follows  as  a  corollary  from  tlicsc  conclusions  that  there 
were  only  two  occasions  in  the  public  life  of  Scipio  iu  wlikb 
that  scene  could  actually  have  occurred  which  Livy  describet 
in  so  lively  a  manner  *;  when,  instead  of  defending  himKlf 
ngaiust  Ids  accuser,  he  drew  off  the  people,  and  even  the 
attuudants  of  the  tribunes,  to  the  Capitol,  to  return  tli&nVl 
to  the  gods  for  the  signal  favour  which  they  had  conferred 
upon  the  Republic,  through  hia  instrumentality,  on  that  very 
day :  Hoc  c^  die  Tribuni  plebis  vosqtie  Qniritcs  cum  Hanoi- 
bale  et  i-'nrthagtniensibus  signis  conlntis  in  Africa  bene  ac 
felicitcr  pugnari^.  From  which  we  must  infer  that  these 
proceedings  were  going  on  upon  the  anniversary  of  Zitma. 

The  account  of  these  proceedings  is  interposed  by  LifjT 
in  the  midst  of  the  disputes  relating  to  the  triumph  of  Man- 
lius  ' ;  after  his  arrival  at  the  city  yet  before  the  actual  date 
of  hia  triumph,  iii  Nonas  Martins'  U.C.  568,  or  that  of 
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fiducik  vui.  .1.  GrIliUH,  v<l.  iq.  xii.  8. 
Pllnjr.  Pnefatici  ud  TiiuniCRHriiin,  p.  1 1. 
Pla.  PragTn.liKii.  Axulor  l>i?  Viria,  L. 
Sri  pin  A*iiiti(^i>. 

'iTiun-  *n  difTn-ullip*  however  wn- 
noctt^  with  tliU  laH  aXto.  Plutmivh 
ft>M]rrta  on  llio  4nlhi>rtfy  of  I'ulybiun 
■lint  (.'iirDcIia  *rsii  uiBrrifl  Iu  Tibt-nus 
sfter  htr  hthtr't  ilml)),  tty  Clic  art  uf 
her  other  relalinD^.  Ct.  Ury.  xssix. 
ey  ;  Plutarch,  Tib-  GnuxtHi,  i.  i». 
llv  Irl1<  UK  (Tibrriu*  Gracckua,  iiL 
Cniu,  i.)  nUo  tbM  Tib(^ritu  «»  oulj 
nine  yaun  older  thui  Caiui,  utH  not 
yri  30  at  hi*  <lMtli  it.  V  1.I3  :  ctT.  Vrll. 
Pat.  ii.  A :  and  tlii*  would  ini))ly  iliat 
ha  muit  have  bevu  born  B.  C.  ■  Ai  :  10 
VMra  utuv  (1m  deaUi  of  8dtiio.  if  that 
lufijiriwil  [t,  C.  1K3.  It  i*  pouibln 
ibit  Cararii*  miHbt  1mt«  bcwn  b». 
UtPtlwd  in  Uvr  felber's  lifetime.   )>fi 


not  Imtp  b<«»  •cliul)7  mtUTiml  nnUl 
M  ^od  wltile  after.  TilMriaa  Biw)|in>* 
niua  Gnvckui  wai  cousul  B.C.  'IJ, 
■nd  agmt  B.C.  tfi.i,  i*  ycmn  wiia. 
|]n  could  not  have  Uita  U-t*  thMi^t 
ynn  <>f  a|t«  at  the  binncr  of  Uwbk 
tliiiM,  nop  tWrvritri''  1»m  tlan  ;4  al  Am 
latter.  It  is  xvrj  probafalv  Uul  he 
modi  oMrr  than  Cornelia— who 
*ivcd  Iiiui  •nmUyuMV  :  cf.  Ci^wm,  Ds 
Di'ia.  a.  19,  f>t.  PluUrcfa,Ttb.  One* 
cliSB,  i.  Auctor  Or  Tiiia,  Ti.  ficnapra- 
nlu;>  fjrne^tiiu.  Valmos  Msz.  Iv,  n.  I< 
Ur  Aman-  Oonjnjpili. 

•  Livy,  Mivilt.  51.  Cf.  PtolyWaa, 
sxve.  ii.  ^  fi  :  Escx-qiia  Valicaiut,  Lfbt. 
siiT.  nip,  5.  Vnlcriiii  .Max.  iii.  iii.  1 
Itv  Piduria  lui.  Appian,  Sj-riim,  40. 
A.  GelliuB,  |i.  iS.  Afldor  Dt  \'mM, 
P.  8ci]na.  Plutarch.  ApO|lhtbee™*lBk 
Nripio  M^or,  X.  ralla  hia  aoruana  ft»- 
(iliui  and  ^llintu■.  Cf.  Dp  SMpnsi 
din  in V idiom  laudaodo,  ix. 

"   Li^7,  loc  Ml. 

f  Livy,  ksariii.  44^50. 

t   Ibid,  xxxix.  6, 
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Fulrius,  T  Kalendns  Jntinanaa*  XT.  C.  567:  the  Inttcr  Sep- 
tember 3,  tlic  former  November  12,  B.  C.  187.  If  this  inci- 
dent  then  really  happened  U.  C.  567  on  the  Roman  date  of 
ZamA,  December  3,  it  must  linvc  hnppcucd  August  16  B.  C. 
18"  ;  and  so  far  Livy'g  repruscntjition  of  tliese  pioceodiags 
would  be  perfectly  consistent  with  the  actual  course  ufthtnga 
in  other  respects  the  same  year. 

Wc  cannot  suppose  that  «»  incident  Klic  this  could  have 
occurred  at  the  time  of  \nn  accuBation  by  Nseviua  *,  B.  C. 
185  :  because,  as  the  extant  oration  nacribcd  to  htm  proved, 
he  muft  have  defended  himself  on  that  occasion,  which  he 
did  not  do  when  this  incident  liappeued.  Yet  it  may  very 
well  be  made  a  question,  By  what  calcndfir  did  Scipio  reckon 
the  anniversary  of  Zama  ?  By  the  Koman  ?  or  by  some  other 
which  might  be  more  agreeable  to  the  truth  ?  The  tmc  date 
of  Zama  waa  of  courw;  the  Julian  October  19.  The  Koman 
date  December  3,  which  B.  C.  202  coincided  with  October  19, 
B.C.  187  was  coinciding  with  August  16.  The  next  to  the 
Julian,  in  point  of  accuracy,  would  he  the  equable  one;  that 
is  the  Punic.  B.  C.  202  the  Punic  date  of  Z«ma  was  Tholh  5 : 
and  B.  C.  1«7  Thoth  5  was  falling  ou  October  15,  (only  four 
days  earlier  than  the  true  date  October  19,)  on  the  Nones  of 
February  U.C.  568;  the  Kalends  of  February  Roman  U.C. 
568,  and  the  first  of  Thoth  Nab.  562  B.  C.  187,  as  it  ao  hap- 
pened being  the  same. 

We  am  stronf;ly  inclined  to  susp^'ct  that  this  was  in  reality 
the  true  date  of  the  scene  in  question:  and  that  ou  this  oc- 
casion Scipio  purposely  rcclconcd  by  the  Punic  and  not  by 
ibc  Roman  calendar.  It  is  not  likely  that  the  Petillii  would 
itch  on  December  3  Romau  as  the  date  of  their  own  pro- 
ecediugs  against  Scipio;  that  ia.  make  choice  of  the  anniver- 
lary  of  Zama  above  all  other  days  in  the  [toman  calcndnr 
for  his  accusation  :  and  though  these  proceedings  lasted  two 
dmya^nnd  this  incident  must  have  occurred  on  the  second, 
yet  if  the  second  day  was  December  3  the  first  must  have 

*  A.  Gellius  iodcvd,  iv.  iB,  iiui>|Knic*  iL  (Tid  ULXur  od  Uiia  ocxauoo, 
when  Ikipio  was  accused  bf  Nwviua ;  and  yirt  eren  he  then  also  luppoMS 
Nsvius*  accu&ttioQ  to  have  arisen  out  of  the  late  «[>«(]  itloti  to  Asis. 


h: 


•  Uty,  tiax.  J. 


*  livj'.xsxrtii.  ji. 
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been  December  2 ;  a  tliei  paatriduantts,  and  poMibl_r  ftt  tliis 
very  time  reliifiosua.  It  is  clenr  too  that  in  doing  whtit  lie  is 
8Hid  io  have  doitc  on  this  occasion  Scipio  waft  taking  his 
accusen  hy  lurpriae,  as  much  as  the  people ;  the  best  ex- 
planntion  of  vrhich  would  be  that,  though  the  day  was  truly 
the  date  of  Zaiiin  iu  suinc  other  calendar,  it  was  not  ao  in  the 
Roman.  We  will  add  only  that  the  I^uudinal  character  of 
U.C.  568  being  2,  the  Nones  of  Fcbruarins  were  TCuudinil ; 
and  a  Nundinal  day,  M-hen  the  Itu»tic  as  well  »,%  the  Urban 
Tribes  would  be  collected  on  the  spot,  would  give  bo  mach 
the  more  solemnity  and  eSeet  to  the  conduct  of  Scipio>  in 
answering  the  accusation  in  thia  manner. 

Section  \— Dale  of  the  Parilia,  U.C.  572. 

Irregular  Cakndar,  Cyd«  it.  ^  377  dajrs. 

U.  C.  s;3  VacT.  571  Cap.  569  Polyb.  B.  C.  183-18*. 

L.  Atmiliiui  FAiilhii 
Cn.  Uicbiua  'J'ftm|itu]uti. 


Kaiends  Jannariie  Sept,  17  B.C.  183.  Nundinnl  Char.  8- 

Ver  proccllogum  co  anno  fuit,  pridic  Parilia  medio  forma 
die  atrox  cum  veuto  tempcstas  coorta  niultis  aacris  profania- 

(juc  loeis  Btragcm  fecit itaqnc  in  prodigium  versa  ea  tem- 

pestas,  prociirariquc  hanispices  ju^seruut. 

Sueh  is  Livy's  account  of  the  spring  of  this  year'' ;  and  wo 
might  naturally  enough  infer  from  it  that  he  must  have  sup- 
posed the  Parilia  of  the  year  to  have  fallen  out  at  their 
pro|)er  scnson  relatively  to  the  natural  year :  and  conse- 
quently  cither  that  ho  wa»  not  aware  of  the  irregularity  of 
the  calendar  at  this  time,  or,  (as  we  consider  to  be  niort  pro- 
bable,) that,  when  he  recorded  the  preceding  occurreuoe,  he 
did  not  reflect  upon  H. 

For  ia  reality,  when  the  actual  relation  of  the  civil  to  the 
natund  year  at  tliis  point  of  timo  is  known  and  taken  into 
account,  it  will  appear  that  there  was  nothing  extraordinary 
eveo  in  such  nn  incident  as  this ;  though  nominally  on  the  day 
before  the  Pftrilia.  The  Ides  of  March,  the  consnlar  ingress, 
V.  C.  572  bore  date  on  December  19  li.  C.  183  :    and  Pridie 

V  al.  1.  CT.  xxxix.  56 1  al.  I. 
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Pariliaj  April  19  Roman^  bore  date  on  Januaiy  23  B.  C.  182 : 
i.e.  in  the  very  depth  of  winter,  not  in  the  spring.  The 
moon  too,  in  January  B.C.  182,  was  new  on  the  15th  of  the 
month;  as  is  both  shewn  by  our  Lunar  calendar,  and  proved 
by  the  solar  eclipse,  March  15  at  6  p.  m.  Paris,  the  same  year : 
and  January  23  was  the  date  of  the  luna  9*.  These  things 
indeed  gould  not  be  unknown  to  the  people  of  the  time ; 
though  they  might  be  to  those  of  after-time.  If  therefore 
the  Haruspices  treated  such  a  storm  as  this,  though  in  the 
Tcry  middle  of  winter,  as  a  prodigy  and  as  something  which 
required  to  be  procured,  no  doubt  it  was  because  of  its 
nominal  date,  the  Fridie  Farilia ;  a  storm  proper  only  in  the 
iiatural  course  of  things  for  the  most  winterly  day  in  the 
year,  yet  falling  out  de  facto  in  this  instance  on  the  calendar 
date  of  spring. 

Soon  after  this  there  is  also  in  Livy  an  account  of  the  sol- 
lemnis  luatratio  of  the  Macedonian  army  ^ ;  a  ceremony 
which  we  may  some  time  or  other  have  occasion  to  shew  had 
a  stated  date  in  the  Macedonian  calendar,  Xauthicus  8 : 
which  B.  0.  182  fell  upon  March  24.  Consequently  much 
later  than  the  date  of  the  Koman  Parilia  this  same  year^ 
January  24.  Nor  had  the  consuls  yet  gone  to  their  province, 
(Lignria*!,)  when  this  ceremony  appears  to  have  been  going 
on  in  Macedonia ;  and  they  would  not  take  the  field  before 
April  or  even  May.  Yet  news  had  been  already  received  at 
Rome  of  the  death  of  P.  Sempronius  f  in  Hispania  ulterior  s ; 
after  more  than  a  year's  illness  passed  by  him  s  in  the  pro- 
vince Propraetore ''.  This  proprsetorian  year  must  have 
lasted  from  the  Ides  of  March  U.  C.  571,  Dec.  7  B.  C.  184,  to 
the  Ides  of  March  U.  0.  572,  Dec.  19  B.  C.  183,  at  least ;  so 
that  the  news  of  his  death  could  scarcely  have  reached  Rome 
prior  to  the  Parilia,  Jan.  24  B.  C.  182 :  yet  it  must  have 
done  so  by  March  24,  the  date  of  those  proceedings  in  Mace- 
donia, which  Livy  goes  on  next  to  relate. 

4  xj.  6.  Cf.  13,  •    Ibid.  1 :  16.  '  Ibid.  a.  «  Cf.  ixxix.  32  -. 

38 :  41.  h  Ibid.  45- 
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Bbction  VI. — On  the  relation  qfthe  civil  to  the  natural 
year,  U.  C.  575. 


Imgular  Catcndar,  Cycle  U.  6.  378  A&f*. 
U.  C.  575  Vair.  574  Cap.  573  Polyb.  B.  C.  180—179. 


L.  Manlius  Addinus  Pulviaotu 
Q.  Fulnus  FUccus. 


Kalendep  J&iiiiuiiv  October  i  B.  C  iBo.  Nundinil  Char.  s. 


HicinB  CO  anno  nive  ssva  et  omai  tcnipcatatam  gcnere 
fuit :  arbore?  quw  obnoxiie  frigoribus  suut  deusserat  cuncta«  : 
et  ea  turn  a.[iquaiito  quam  alias  loi]g;ior  fuit.  itaque  Latiuas 
JDOX  sabito  coorta  et  intolcrabilis  tempestas  in  monte  turbavit, 
instauratrcque  aunt  ex  decrcto  pontificum  *. 

Such  was  the  natural  character  of  the  beginning  of  this 
consular  year'.  We  must  necessarily  have  inferred  from 
this  description  that  it  entered  in  the  middle  of  winter.  Our 
caleudar  shews  tbat  to  have  been  the  cose.  The  Ides  of 
March  this  year  fell  January  3  B.  C.  179.  Tho  dat«  of  the 
LatiutE  tho  same  year  is  not  fouud  on  record  ;  but  whether 
in  April  liouian  or  in  May,  (any  time  between  January  20 
and  March  21,)  they  would  scarcely  hare  fallen  clear  of  the 
limits  of  a  winter  which  was  not  only  more  severe  than  usaal, 
but  longer  than  u^ual.  Could  we  assume  that  they  were  first 
celebrated  this  year  ou  the  ?  Kalendas  Maios  April  'ZG  Ro- 
man ^ ;  that  date  would  be  greatly  illuatrated  by  our  calen- 
dar: for  April  26  Roman  U.C.575  coincided  with  February 
1 4  Julian,  only  three  days  later  than  the  new  moon  Feb.  1 1 , 
the  same  month*.  The  character  of  the  year  also  being 
Z,  though  April  S7  Bomau  was  Nundinal,  April  26  was 
not  so. 

It  is  evident  at  least  that  these  Fens  were  over  before  tlio 


*  Tbis  new  moon,  Feb.  ii  B.  C.  179,  wss  19  years  durtant  fron  thai  oF 
Feb.  [1  B.  C.  19$,  and  38  years  from  that  of  Feb.u  B.C.  317.  Both 
iheae  latter,  as  we  have  seen,  were  ecliptic.  Pin^  has  an  eclipse  Feb.  21 
B.C.  i«o:  but  not  Feb.  (i  B.C.  179. 

'  L1»T,  al.  4i.  Ml  +5-  ^  Sipia,  |iaga  16. 
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election  of  the  censors  who  represent  the  Ixxvith  Luatral 
cycle,  M.iGmilins  Lepidus  M.  Fnlrius  Nobilior^;  and  these 
vould  come  into  office  Quinctilis  1  April  19  B.C.  179:  as  is 
farther  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  on  one  of  the  two  days  de- 
voted by  them  to  the  senatvs  lectio  ™,  (the  first  official  act  of 
every  new  pair  of  censors,)  the  consul  Fulvius  departed  to 
his  province  Liguria.  The  limits  of  Quinctilis  U.  C.  575  were 
April  19  and  May  20  B.  C.  179. 

Section  VII. — On  the  Triumphs  o/Fulvius  £x  Hispauia,  and 
De  Ligoribus,  U.C.  575  and  U.O.  576. 


In^;ular  Calendar,  Cycle  ii.  7.  355  daya. 


U.  C.  576  Varr.  575  Cap.  573  Polyb.  B.  C.  179-178. 


Kalendae  Jaouarue  October  14  B.C.  179.  Nundiaal  Char.  8. 

Livy  records  of  this  year  that  at  the  Frsetorian  comitia 
TribuB  creatia  comitia  tempestas  diremit.  postero  die  reliqui 
tres  facti  ante  diem .  quartum  Idus  Martias  ■>.  And  this 
ascertains  the  date  of  the  first  day  of  these  comitia,  v  Idus 
Martias,  March  11  Boman. 

This  incident  in  strictness  belongs  to  the  preceding  con- 
solar  year ;  which  did  not  expire  until  the  day  before  the 
Ides  of  March  U.  C.  576,  December  23  B.  C.  179 :  but  also 
to  the  year  of  the  city,  which  began  on  the  Kalends  of  Janu- 
ary October  14  B.  C.  179  ;  i.  e.  to  U.  C.  576. 

The  date  of  these  Prsetorian  comitia  therefore  was  Decern- 
her  20  B.  C.  179  ;  and  bad  weather  on  December  20  even  at 
Kome  would  be  nothing  extraordinary.  The  moon  too  was 
new  December  3,  as  may  be  seen  both  from  our  General 
Lunar  Calendar,  Period  xiii.  x.  7,  and  from  the  solar  eclipse 
January  2  6.45  A.  H.  Paris,  the  next  month.  December  20 
was  consequently  the  18th  luna.  It  is  observable  also  that 
the  Nundinal  character  of  Martins  this  year  being  7,  the 
Nones  (the  7th)  and  the  Ides  (the  15th)  were  both  Ntmdinal ; 
but  neither  the  vth  Idus  (the  11th],  nor  the  ivth  Idus  (the 
12th) :  on  which  days  the  Prstorian  comitia  were  held.  Nor 
in  fact  any  day  between  the  7tb  and  the  11th ;   on  one  of 

>  Li*y,  ri.  45.  »  Ibid.  53.  ■  Ibid.  59. 
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which  no  doubt  the  Consular  oomttia  also  must  hare  been 
held. 

The  date  of  the  triumph  of  the  consul  Fulvius,  Dc  Liguri- 
bus,  which  has  been  lost  out  of  the  Fastis  ts  hereby  recover- 
able within  certain  Uraits.  These  comicia,  as  Livv  tclla  us", 
vere  held  su-cundum  tnumphum  ,-  and  they  cnmc  !to  close  to 
the  end  of  the  yenr,  thnt  on  this  principle  he  must  have  cele- 
brated hui  triumph  eitlier  at  the  cud  of  the  RontHu  February 
or  at  the  beginning  of  the  lU>n]an  Mnrtiua:  i.e.  between  De- 
cember 1  and  10,  or  December  10  and  17,  B.  C.  17t). 

In  like  nuinncr  the  date  of  his  triumph  De  Hispania  cit^ 
riore  ex  Pnetnra,  which  also  has  been  lost  out  of  the  Fasti,  is 
recovcrablt:  too:  for  it  was  ctdcbrnted  on  the  same  day  (the 
same  day  of  the  month  by  the  calendar)  the  year  before  at 
thiH  conHuhir  triumph  in  Ibis  year  I'.  TIic  Coii»uIar  comitia 
of  the  year  before  were  at  hand  when  Fulvius  was  waiting  to 
celebrate  this  triumph.     He  was  created  consul  before  ho 

triumphed;   and  Pniit  pnueo-t  dies triumphaua  urbcm  est 

invectuss.  It  is  here  to  be  observed  that  U.C.  575  (B.  C.  180 
—179)  there  was  a Merkcdonius,  as  our  calendar  shews;  but 
not  U.  C.  576  B.  C.  179—178.  The  date  of  the  triumph  l)e 
Hispnnia  was  cither  before  this  month  or  after  it :  and  if 
before  it,  not  later  than  the  Any  before  the  Terminalia,  U.  C. 
575.  In  our  opinion  however  the  moat  probable  date  of  the 
trinmph  De  Jjiguribus  wa^  a  day  or  two  before  the  Consular 
comitia  U.C.  576;  and  that  of  tbese  comitia  tn  all  probabili^ 
a  day  or  two  before  the  Frietorian,  March  11  Roman :  i.  e. 
March  B  Itomau.  On  this  principle  the  dutu  of  both  triumphs 
fell  between  March  1  and  March  8  Roman ;  one  between 
March  1  and  March  8  Roman  U.  C.  573.  Dec.  20  and  27 
B.C.  180;  the  other  between  March  1  and  March  8  Roman 
U.C.  576,  Dec.  10  and  17  B.  C.  179:  and  most  probably 
neither  of  them  on  a  Nundinal 


day. 


o  xL  £9.  »  IbU.  43 1  joi  £9. 


"  IbtJ.  4J. 
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Sel-tion  Vm. — Irrtgufar  Calendar,  Vycle  ii.  8.  377  dayt. 
U.  C.  S77  Virr.  U.  C.  576  Cap.  U.  C.  574  Polyb.  B.  C.  i;8-l77. 

C  Claudins  Puldin- 

H,  Scmproniue  tirscchm. 


Kaknd»  Januari»  Oct.  4  U.  C  17S.  Nundinal  Char.  5. 


* 


» 


The  Socii  noininis  Lntini  this  year  made  a  furmal  cotDplaiDt 
to  the  Roman  acnntr'^,  that  their  own  citizens,  whom  the 
Koman  census  at  stated  times  stinimoned  to  Il^mc,  were 
getting  into  tlio  hubit  of  settling  at  Rome  when  the  census 
was  OTtr  J  and  even  though  ceiis«il  at  tlieir  own  hunifs,  yet 
of  changing  their  abode  and  raigrating  to  Rome.  This  com- 
plaint went  hack  as  far  ns  the  time  of  the  censors  of  the 
Ixxivth  cycle* T. Qninctius  Flamininiin  M.riaudiiiH  Miirci-Uns, 
R.  C.  189  :  and  it  led  to  an  edict  of  the  senate,  Cliii  socii... 
ipsi  majoresve  eorum  1^1.  Clandia  T.  Quinctio  cenaoribos 
postqiie  ea  apud  socioa  nominis  Latioi  censi  essent :  ut  omnea 
in  siiam  qiusque  civitntctu  ante  Kaleudaa  Novciubres  ro- 
dirent'. 

We  cannot  discover  any  connection  between  this  date  and 
the  Lnstral  cycle  of  the  time  beinf^.  Nnr  were  the  Knicnds 
of  November  IT.  C.  B77  Kuudiual,  as  the  first  day  of  the 
NnndinnJ  year  must  have  bccu.  We  couiccture  that  the  reason 
for  fixing  on  this  day  was  simply  the  fact  that  the  complaint 
Viws  made  and  the  decree  of  the  senate  was  passed  six  months 
before,  ot»  the  Kalends  of  May  Feb  20  B.C.  17". 

Tlic  ingress  of  this  consular  year,  the  Ides  of  March  Jan. 
5  B.C.  177,  wan  mentioned"  before  this  complaint;  the 
Priucipium  veris  and  the  resumption  of  the  campaign  among 
the  Istri  by  tbc  consuls  of  the  preceding  year,  M.  Junius  and 
A.  Manlius,  after  wintering  at  Aquileia,  are  alluded  to  after 
it".  Is'or  was  Claudius,  consul  of  the  year,  yet  gone  from 
Rome  when  the  news  of  their  first  successes  induced  him  to 
precipitate  his  departure  ".  Polybius  shews  *■  that  the  regular 
campaign  under  this  consul  began  late  in  the  summer ;  though 
one  reason  why  it  did  so  might  be  the  fact  that  he  returned 


'  xli.8. 
*  jli.  8.  6. 


•  uxvii.  «o-  j;. 

*  lUd.  10. 


'   lli.  9 :  (.-f.  llii.  le. 
a  »»vi.  7.     Cf.  \JTf,  sLi.  6. 
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to  Rome,  and  ,lcft  it  agaiu  to  take  the  fietd  a  second  timeT, 
berore  tlie  campitign  could  he  said  to  have  fairly  begun.  Yet 
even  this  course  of  tilings  is  consistent  with  our  conjecture 
respecting  the  probnble  dat«  of  the  complaint  nbove  aUuded 
to  ;  and  serves  to  confirm  it. 

Section  IX. — On  the  Nunrlinal  character  of  U.  C.  578. 


Irrcgiiliir  Calendar,  Cycle  1i.  9.  356  da}t. 

U.C.578VaTr.  577Cap.  575  Polyb.  B.C.  177-17*. 

Cn.  Conit^iu  Scipto  HUpallut 
Q.  PotUiiua  Spurlnus. 


KolendR  Januarts  Oct.  15  B.C.  177.  Nunrlinnl  Cliu*.  4. 


The  Feriic  Liitiuw  this  year  were  celebrated  lirat  on  ill 
Nonas  Mains,  May  5  Roman,  February  13  H.C.  170*;  aiid 
afterwards  for  the  reason  assigned  were  repeated.  But  before 
this  second  celebration  of  them,  the  consul  Cornelius,  who 
had  been  seized  willi  n  paralytic  affection  as  he  was  returning 
from  the  Muus  Albanus  on  tlic  former  occasion,  died  at 
Ciuuse;  and  Petillius,  his  colleague  >,  Conlegm  subrogando 
comitia  habere  ju^sus  ct  Latinas  cdicere';  eoniitia  in  ante 
dicni  tertium  Nonas  Sextiles  (Sextilis  3)  Latinaa  in  anto  diem 
tertium  Idas  Sextiles  (Sextilis  11)  edixit:  and  the  comitia 
were  held  accordinj;ly  on  the  day  prescribed ''. 

These  dates  are  remarkable.  They  sttiud  just  8  days,  that 
is  one  Nundiuul  cycle,  asunder.  We  may  infer  therefore  that 
either  both  foil  clear  of  the  Nundinal  day,  or  both  fell  upon  it ; 
the  latter  of  which  suppositions  we  should  consider  at  this 
period  of  Roman  history  to  be  a  priori  altogether  improbable. 

Now  the  character  of  Jaanarius  tliis  year  was  4.  If  theu 
Februarius  is  supposed  to  have  hod  28  days,  the  iii  Nonas 
Maias,  May  o  Roman,  the  date  of  the  Latiuee  on  the  first 
occasion,  would  not  be  Nundinal ;  though  the  Koncs  (May 
7)  would  be  so :  the  iii  Nonas  Sextiles,  Sextilis  3,  the  date  of 
the  comitia  for  the  election  of  a  fresh  consul,  and  the  iii  Idus 
Sextjlea,  Sextilis  11,  the  date  of  the  Lntiiwe  on  the  second 
occasion,  would   both  be  the  day  before  a  Nundinal  day. 


r  Idvy,  ili.  10.  II.        '  Ibid.  16:  et.  ■4- 


ftnd.  16. 


Ibid.  17. 
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Sextilts  4  would  be  Xuudinal  but  Dot  Scxtilis  3 ;  and  Svxtilia 
12  but  not  Seitilia  11.  And  this  might  justly  be  conaidered 
a  striking  confirmntion  of  the  arrangcincutii  of  our  calendar 
fur  tiie  prescut  year,  by  the  testimony  of  the  Nundinal 
cycla 

It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  the  character  of  the  year 
bcdng  4,  if  February  coutainud  28  dayti  the  year  itself  must 
have  contained  30fi;  otherwise  the  character  of  the  next  year 
must  have  beeu  unity ;  i.  e.  the  Nundinal  incidence  mart 
have  fallen  on  the  Kalenda  of  January;  the  very  thing  which 
the  administration  of  the  calendar  at  this  time  was  expressly 
intended  to  prevent.  If  however  Fcbruuriue  had  only  28 
days,  yet  the  year  had  35G,  a  day  extra  must  have  been  iuter- 
calated  some  where  or  other  betwecu  the  Inat  day  of  Februo- 
riuA  thia  ytmr,  and  the  first  of  Janiuiriiis  the  next  year ;  aud 
M  we  have  assumed,  at  the  end  of  December  thia  year  itself. 
It  i«  true  that  means  might  have  been  devised  to  dispense 
irilh  a  year  of  35G  days,  U.C.  57S  B.C.  177-176;  and  yet 
to  prevent  the  Nundinal  incidence  on  the  Kalends  of  January 
the  next  year  too :  not  however  without  ultimately  aQ'ecting 
the  Kaleuds  of  January  U.C.  58C  B.C.  169-108;  the  rehitioa 
of  which  to  the  Julian  year  is  otherwise  fixed,  and  would 
not  admit  of  being  distarhcd.  Wc  will  add  only  that  the 
new  consul^  C.  Valerius  Lsevinus,  set  out  to  his  province 
Liguria  OQ  the  Nones  of  Sextilis'',  the  day  but  one  after  bis 
election.  Conse(|uentIy  not  on  the  Nundinal  day  Scxtilis  4, 
nor  yet  on  the  Dies  postriduaiiUH  Scxtilis  6.  Sextilis  u  this 
year  corresponded  to  May  15  :  a  xery  probable  time  for  taking 
the  field. 

SecTiov   X. — Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  ii.  11.  355  day*. 

U.CsSo  Varr.  579C«p.  577  Polyb.  B.C.  175-174- 

S|».  Puttuiniufl  .Mbiiiut  Faullului 


Kalend*  Jsnuarup  Oct.  19  B.C.  17s.  Nundinal  Char.  6. 


There  is  one  hiatus  in  the  xlist  book  of  Livy*.  whereby  the 
comitia  and  consuls  of  U.C.  679,  B.C.  176-175,  V.  Mucins 

'  >U.  >;.  *  Ibi^  18  Mid  19. 
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Scscvula  M.  Aimilius  I^pidua  li,  hive  been  lost  out  of  bis 
text  at  pretieut;  nnd  iiuother%  Ihroiigh  which  the  same  mU* 
fortune  has  befallcu  both  the  election  and  the  conauls  of 
U.  C.  fiSO  B.C.  176-1**,  Sp.  PostuniiuB  Albiaus  Paullulus 
or  Paullaa  and  Q.  Mucins  ScK-TiiIa.  The  next  comitia  and 
the  next  pair  of  consuls  actually  found  in  his  text  arc  those 
of  U.  C.  081  U.  174-173,  L.  Postumius  Albinos  M.  Po[ulliiu 
Lttnns'.  Yet  the  consuls  of  U.C.  580  B.C.  176-174  aro 
recognized  obiter  L'.C.  583  B.C.  171 «,  as  three  years  before 
that  date ;  as  well  as  those  of  U.  C.  581  B.C.  174-173,  as  two 
yearsK  before  it''*. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  notice  these  hiatnscs,  because  a 
date  occurs  in  this  &anie  book'  relating  to  tlie  return  of  cvt- 
taiu  /cya/r  fruni  Africa,  the  mission  of  whom  prertously  is 
not  upon  record:  Legati  Nuiiis  Juuiis  c.\  Afrioi  redienint, 

*  If  we  compire  Oroiius.  iv.  so.  nith  Liry,  xli.  19,  we  Khali  mb  tlut 
xli.  19  in  him  bclunK«  tp  V.  C  579  B.  V..  ijft-ijj;,  lli«  year  of  I'-  Mucius 
ScKVuIii  iu;ij  M.  iCtoilius  LA^pldusii;  int  what  On>BiuB  then  rtUiXi»  of 
the  fftte  of  the  BasUimar  is  in  till  probability  only  the  u<]ud  of  what  1^%*; 
lucl  I)CK»n  to  R-lntv  xli.  19  alio.  And  ttiix  is  rrfrrrccl  by  OniRtot  ti>  the 
wiuter  of  that  coniular  war;  as  it  is  by  Llvy  too  to  tb«  winter  of  wme 
year  or  oibcr.  P.  Mudun,  io  fec-t.  meoUnned  xli.  ir>,  trea  llie  cotuul  of 
that  Diune  ibis  yrar.  Tliere  is  one  hiatiu  ilien  in  Ltvy  bvtween  xli.  tU  sod 
19,  when  ihc  cuioitia  and  the  cnnaula  clect^il  npiinat  V.  C.  579  B-  C.  I  j6 
-I  JS  should  have  been  menlioned.  'lliere  in  another  brtw-ecii  xli.  }0  nitd 
ftl  wherv  ihom  of  U.C.  580  B.  C.  175-174  in  tike  maaaer  sbonld  have 
«nno  to  too. 

CofopBK  alio  xUii.  1,  with  xli.  3 1 ;  when  P.  Furiua,  (just  el«cte4l  xli.  at) 
waa  accuxcd  (xbiii.  3):  which  aisu  will  pruve  that  xli.  ai  belongs  to  the 
yeai  of  Sp,  Poatnmiu§  and  Q.  Mucins  I'.  C.  5S0  B.  C.  175-174.  Cf.  also 
all.  37  :  wliicb  sbcKt>  tbat  (lie  year  lo  which  it  belonfirs  was  cemonan. 
Coni-fqucnily  B.  C.  174  not  B.  V.  1 75.  See  also  xliii.  10.  p.  the  Luiirura 
conditum  of  that  ceiMuit ;  a  ycur  after,  U.C.  583  B.C.  173-173.  Yrt  xli. 
27  Kc^DiMs  M.  jfEinilius  as  consul  at  ibe  time.  CoQscqueotly  it  miut 
baking  to  v.  C.  579.  Xad  as  their  taking  the  field  is  there  mcniionMl  also, 
it  belongs  lo  B,  C  17^.  Livy  io  thin  in*tance  too  haa  anti-ilntctl  tlie  elec- 
tion of  these  centon-  Juue  Koniiiu,  V.  C  ^74/,  iu»t«aU  of  the  naiiie  month. 
U.  C  580;  the  former  March  Jli-April  34  B.  C.  175.  the  latter  March  id- 
April  14  U.  C.  174.  But  ua  this  |>riooi|ile,  if  xli.  11  by  the  testinony  of 
xliii,  3  is  detenniaed  to  U.C,  5^;  xU.  37  in  reslily  must  be  earlier  than 
xli.  31. 


•  xU.  a3w.d  >i.  '  lbU.)8. 

>>  tr.  all.  38  i  xliii.  I.  >8. 


*  xliii.!. 
<  xli.  11. 
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qni  convento  prias  Masinissa  rege  Cartbaginem  ierant.  It 
most  therefore  have  come  in  the  lost  part'.  It  is  recognized 
in  a  Bubsequent  allusion  also''  B.C.  172.  We  have  little 
doubt  ourselTcs  that  this  date  belongs  to  U.C.  580  B.C.  174; 
and  in  that  year  the  Nones  of  June  fell  on  March  20 :  by 
which  time  persons  might  have  arrived  at  Rome  from  Africa 
who  put  to  sea  even  in  the  first  or  second  week  in  March. 

The  return  of  this  embassy  from  Carthage  on  the  Nones 
of  June  (March  20  B.C.  174)  gave  occasion  to  the  mission 
of  three  legati  to  Greece  also';  of  course  after  March  20: 
and  the  time  of  this  mission  is  supposed  by  Livy  to  coincide 
with  the  expedition  of  Perseus  against  the  Dolopes^  then 
going  on ;  followed  by  a  visit  to  Delphi,  to  consult  the 
orade ;  on  which  occasion  he  stayed  there  three  days. 

The  stated  time  for  consulting  the  oracle  at  Delphi  at  this 
period  was  the  seventh  of  the  month :  and  by  the  Delphian 
calendar  B.  C.  174,  Period  iii.  Cycle  vii.  1,  the  seventh  of 
the  third  month  would  coincide  with  March  15,  the  seventh 
of  the  fourth  with  April  13,  the  seventh  of  the  fifth  with 
May  13.  The  latter  was  probably  the  time  when  Perseus 
was  actually  at  Delphi ;  for  both  the  expedition  and  the  visit 
to  Delphi  seem  to  be  so  described  as  to  have  fallen  out  after 
not  before  the  Nones  of  JunCj  March  30.  The  visit  to  Delphi 
at  least  was  later  than  the  ingress  of  the  official  year  of  the 
Achseans,  when  Xenarchus  entered  on  the  office  of  prBetor"" ; 
that  is,  Period  i.  49,  April  17  B.  C.  174*. 

*  We  will  observe  io  reference  to  this  year,  U.  C.  580,  also  that  in  Pliny, 
H.  N.  X.  16,  the  following  statement  occurs  with  respect  to  the  appearance 
of  an  owl  in  the  cella  of  the  Capitol:  Capitolii  cellam  ipsain  intravit  Sex. 
Falpelk)  Hiatro  L.  Pedanio  Coss.  propter  quod  Nonie  Martiis  urbs  lustrata 
eat  CO  anno.  No  such  consuls  as  these  occur  in  the  regular  series  of  con- 
sulea  ordinarii.  Almeloveen  however  in  his  list  of  consuls  alphabetically 
arranged  has  them  as  consoles  suffecti  U.C.  5S0  upon  the  authority  there 
quoted.  The  Nome  Martise  U.  0.  580  fell  on  Dec.  3i  B.  C.  175,  and  the 
5th  of  March  was  Nandinal  but  not  the  Nones. 

'  xl.  to.  31.  ^  xUi.  23.  '  xli.  11.  '^  xli.  ]i.  13.  14. 
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Section  XI. — JtaiUtUim  qfthe  FlonUia. 


ImguUr  CBlendar,  Cycle  i).  la.  377  dayi. 
U.  C.  sRi  VajT.  580  Cap.  57S  Polyb.  B.  C.  174-173' 

L.  Poauuniua  AlbinuB 
M.  FbpillJus  Lsmu. 


Ka1«nde  J&noaiue  Oct.  9  B.  C.  174.  Nundinal  Clwr.  3. 


The  institution  of  the  Floralia  is  dated  bj  Orid"  in  th« 
year;  though  Varro  according  to  Plioy"  assigned  it  a  much 
enrlier  date,  U.  C.  516  B.C.  238.  Its  slattd  dale  wm 
VT  Kniendna  Maias,  April  27  lioman  of  this  time ;  and  we 
will  ohHcn-e  only  that  April  2"  Komnn  tliia  year  coincided 
with  February  22  Julian  B.  C.  173;  and  was  not  a  Nundinal 
day. 

Section  XII.— On  the  visitation  0/ Locusts,  V.  C.  582. 


Irregular  Calend&r,  Cjrcic  ii.  (3.  356  days. 

C.C.  s8a  Varr.  581  Cap.  575  Polyb.  B.C.  i73-'7»- 

C.  Popillius  Lftnas 
P.  AiliuH  li.i((uir. 


Kalenda-  Januaruo  Oct.  10  B.  C.  173.  Nundinal  Char.  2. 


There  waa  a  vivitation  of  locnsts  in  Italy  this  yearr.  Lo- 
ciutarum  tauta:  oubes  a  man  vcnto  repeote  in  Italiam  ia- 
latee  sunt  ut  examinibua  suis  agroa  lute  operirents :  and  such 
a  phenomenon  as  that^  it  might  be  supposed,  ttbs  most  Ukely 
to  have  hapitoncd  in  the  spring. 

There  was  however  an  allusion  to  something  of  the  same 
kind  the  year  before',  when  the  Pomptine  district  waa 
covered  with  a  similar  cloud  of  these  insects;  and  that  that 
did  not  occur  iu  the  sprxny  may  be  inferred  from  the  prodigy 


*  Putl,  V.  337—^30.  Cf.  Utj,  xli. 
981  ilii.  I. 

•>  II.  N.  zTiii.  69.  J.  9«a.  Cr.  Vol  ii. 
116. 


V  lAvj,  lUL  9.  10  I  d.  xUU.  14- 

*  Ibid.  10. 

'  Ibid.  1.    cr.  tJlMW(|iinta,  Inij. 
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irported  nt  Uie  same  time  :  Iq  Gnllico  Rgro  qua  induceretur 
ono/rtrm  stib  cxist«ntibus  f^lcbiH  pinccn  omcraisse :  that  U.  it 
WM  seed  time,  not  spring,  when  it  happened.  Besides  which 
Livy  himself  dates  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  these  prodigies 
Principio  atmi^ ;  the  year,  i.e.  of  L.  Po^tumiDS  Albiiitis 
M.  Popillius  Lsnas :  which  entered  strictly  on  the  Idos  of 
March  U.  0.  581,  January  10  D.  0.  173.  but  ia  the  lera  of 
the  city  was  to  bo  rcckunod  from  the  Kalends  of  January, 
October  0  B.C.  171. 

In  like  maaner  the  same  kind  of  natural  phonontcnon  this 
present  year,  U.  C.  5fi3,  appears  to  have  occurred  in  the  au- 
tumn B.  C.  173  not  in  the  sprinp;  B.C.  172.  The  duty  of 
tnkiog  the  necessary  steps  for  tJie  extirpatioa  of  this  petti* 
fiitguiu,  as  Livy  terms  it,  was  assi^ed  to  Cu.  Sicinius* ;  aud 
be  was  one  of  the  pnutors  elected  at  the  last  comitiat;  and 
be  is  described  oveu  theu  as  still  ouly  pnvtor  desiguatua. 
And  though  tho  execution  of  this  commission  took  up  soniB 
time^  yet  he  had  already  returned  from  it  before  the  sortitio 
procineiarvm* :  whieh  could  not  have  been  long  after  the  bo- 
ginoing  of  the  official  year. 

All  this  implies  very  plfiinly  that  these  locusts  must  have 
apiiran^d  in  tho  autumnal  quarter  of  B.C.  173,  and  couac- 
qucutly  in  the  year  of  L.  Postumius  Albinus  M.  Popillius 
Lscnas;  not  in  that  of  their  successors.  We  must  suppose 
chat  they  were  brought  by  the  wind  from  some  quarter 
where  they  were  liable  to  be  generated  in  the  spriug  or  the 
summer*;  most  probably  Africa,  as  tbey  alighted  lirst  iii 
Apulia.     And  as  to  the  fruits  of  the  ground  {tho/rugea)  eo- 


*  That  *ss  s  BitnilBr  pb«aomeoon  in  tbo  cotiralur  yeur  of  Cn.  ti«nilius 

(>rpM  C.  Sen-iliue,  U.  C.  551  B,  C.  303 :  Livy,  xxx.  2  :  nnd  tl\e  caaUnc 

I  drteniun«ii  thai  tou  lo  Die  Name  M«iuKitt  ol  (li«  yeur  in  fjenerjtl  ;  tbe  «nfl  of 

I  Jl.  C  303  or  bf^Dning  of  B.  C.  303.    Th&te  lucuvts  ai^pmred  atwut 

''t'^pus :  and  it  was  not  known  from  what  quarter  they  came. 

lliny  (II.  N,  xi.  35.  ^3^)  alwcrvM  tli»i  there  were  iwo  ««a»n«  for  lbs 
■ia^  of  bctuu ;  tb«  Verifiliiiruiu  MortuD,  (whJcb  would  be  earljr  in 
May,)  sod  tbe  Canis  onus  [whkh  would  bo  l»le  in  July).  He  adds  337: 
lulUm  ei  Afrka  maxitnc  cnorUe  infe»Unt,  Mepe  [lopitlo  ad  Sibyllioa 
eoacto  rcmedui  coafugnr  inoiiix  roetu. 

Cf.  Ariiuxle,  De  Aoimalibus,  v.  38.  0pp.  i.  555. 


■  tlii.  3.     C(.  (Ibw^ucns,  Urij. 
KAU.  ITir..    vol..  ill. 


■  xlii.  lo. 


•  Ibid.  9. 
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the  dictator  L.  Furitu  Camillus  in  the 
vitli  the  Aunmci ;    and  was  dedicated  tlie 
pyatquaoi  vota  erat  slides  Mouette  dedicat 
tilo  iii  L.  Maiilio  Torquato  ii  Coss. ;  i.  e.  ac< 
reckoning  of  the  consular  years  nt  this  timj 
410  Cap.  408  Polyb.  K.  C.  343.     He  ad| 
Frodi^um  extemplo  dedjcationem  iteqiiut 
montis  Altiani  prorligio':    nnmquc  et  la^ 
interdiu  visa  intcudi. 

Tbis  ^de«  appears  to  liave  been  dedica^ 
of  JuneE;  nhicli  IJ.  C.  3'13,  Duecmviral 
355  days,  fell  on  June  15.    Tliere  was  oc 
343,  except  one^  oa  May  23,  9.4o  p.  m. 
invisible. 

If  IioTrerer  we  look  back  two  years  it 
an  eclipse  of  the  suu  July  13  11.  C.  3-j 
acconling  to  Piugrc;  which,  by  thcDect 
year.  Cycle  v.  8.  355,  must  have  fallen 
a  month  Liter  thiui  the  Kalends  of  .Tnu( 
leudar  date   uf  the   dctlteattou   uf  the 
£itlier  then  the  darkness  alluded  to  supr 
pbeuomcuon,  or  the  cclipiic  of  B.  C.  31aj 
been  confounded  with  tlie  date  of  tbc 
]).  C.  343.    Tberc  is  an  allusion  to  a  aii 
Oro^iua'* ;  Tunc  ctiam  nox  usque  ad  pi 
tcudi  visa  est ;  ut  saxca  de  nubibus  gt 
terram  lapidibus  verberavit :  the  date 
ing  to  him  was  U.  C.  402  or  about  that 
in  the  xra  of  the  city  arc  often  six  or  sol 
Varrouiati.     We  confess  however  that  tl 
case.     Wo  Idlvc  calcuiatul  the  f^liptic 
stion  from  our  own  Tables  ;  and  foundl 
47  m.  A.  M.  mean  time,  for  the  meridian 
and  tliat  was  a  time  of  the  day  when  a 
ohscr\'cd,  and  mi);ht  product  ^  seiuible 
the  snu.     But  the  magnitude  of  tbis 
been  smalt.     The  mean  diatanco  of  the 
ing  oodc  at  tlie  time  was  15"  13'  and  upi 


•  Livy,  I.  ii.    Cf.  Vol.  U.  431, 


fc  M.  T- 


C  Vol.  ii.  I 
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dangercd  by  their  rnvnges ;  that  could  not  \mxc  been  the 
com  gnjwn  np,  b\it  the  corn  jnst  sprouting,  or  at  tlie  utmost 
as  yet  only  in  the  blade. 

There  are  other  dates  extant  in  this  year,  which  our  calen- 
dur  is  CHleulnted  to  illustrate. 

The  consuls  of  the  year.  C.  PopiUius  P.  JClius,  had  not  yet 
departed  to  their  respective  proviuces,  when  M.  PopilliuSf 
CODsnl  of  tin;  preceding  year,  who  had  already  c-ommittod 
one  act  of  nggrciiKion  on  the  Statiellat4>s  Ligurcs  in  his  proper 
year  before  he  went  into  winter  quarters,  wbich.  had  drawn 
npon  him  the  animadversion  of  the  senate ;  annunnced  by 
his  lettern  a  second  act  of  the  same  kind  still  more  unpro- 
voked, and  committed  by  him  tliie  year  too  when  be  was 
comniauding  as  procouttul". 

And  that  this  must  have  been  before  tho  Kalends  of  Se- 
xtilis  this  year  appears  from  the  terms  of  the  Hoyatio  Marcta, 
relating  to  the  restitution  of  the  captive  Statielli,  to  whicli 
tbia  Bccond  act  of  tnolenec  gave  occa^uon;  Ante  Kalendas 
Scxtiles  primas :  i.  c.  before  May  1<>  B.  C.  172  next  ensuing. 
The  consuls  were  not  even  then  gone  to  their  pronnccii:  and 
meanwhile  Q.  Ciccreius  too,  praetor  of  the  year  before,  cole* 
bratcd  a  triumph  In  Monte  Albauo  ex  Corsica;  the  date  of 
irhicli  in  the  Fasli  is  the  Kalcuds  of  October"*,  July  13  B.  a 
172.  Tum  demun),  says  Livy^.  consules  in  proviuciam  pro- 
fccti  sunt :  not  too  late  even  then  for  a  campaign  the  same 
season. 

The  contumaeioiia  proconsul  Al.  PopiUius  himself  did  not 
return  lo  the  city  at  last  Ante  Idus  JJovembres*:  August26. 
Hio  close  of  the  proceedings  to  which  be  gave  oocwion  is 
thus  summed  up  by  Livy^.;  M.  Popillius  rogatione  Marcia 
bis  apud  C  Licinium  cautwim  dixit :  tertio  pnetor  gratia 
consulis  absentis  et  Popilliee  familiie  precibus  victus  Idibtu 
Martiis  adesse  rcum  jussit,  quo  die  iio\i  magistratua  iaituri 
erant  honorcm :  that  is,  Dccciuber^l  H.  C.  17ii. 

We  are  of  opinion  both  tram  tho  context,  and  from  other 
considemtioufl,  that  none  of  the  days  speciiied  in  the  above 
account)}  was  Nundinal :  and  according  to  our  calendar  none 
of  them  would  be  so.  Sextilis  2  was  Nundinal ;  but  not 
Sextilis  1,     Pridie  Kalendas  Octobrcs  was  Nundinal,  but  not 

"  xUi.  II  :  rf.  J— «(.  ■  VijL  ji,  8j.  NoUsuii.  «  xlii.  «, 
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the  Kalends  :  v  Idus  Novembres  was  Nundinal,  but  not 
the  Idea :  and  the  next  year  iii  Idua  Martias  would  be  Nun- 
dinal bnt  not  the  Ides. 

Skction  ^III. — Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  ii.  14.  355  days. 

U.C.  gSaVarr.  583  Cap.  580  Polyb.  8.0.173-171. 

P.  Licinius  Crassus 
C.  Cassiua  Longioua. 


Kalendse  Januariie  Oct.  11  B.C.  173.  Nundinal  Char.  6. 

The  prtetor  of  the  year  before  this,  Cn.  Sicinius^,  the  same 
to  whom  we  lately  alluded,  whose  proper  jurisdiction  was 
Inter  cives  et  peregriuos^,  was  commissioned  this  year  by 
the  senate  to  raise  levies  for  the  war  with  Perseus,  now  ready 
to  begin.  Qui  Brundisium  ducti  primo  quoque  tempore  Apol- 
looiam  in  Epirum  trajicerentur^. 

The  day  appointed  for  this  rendezvous  at  Brundisium 
was  the  Ides  of  Februaryh  U.  C.  583,  Nov.  21  B,  C.  172 : 
strictly  in  this  pnetor's  official  year,  (the  consular  year  of 
C.  Popillius  and  P.  ^lius,)  though  in  a  new  year  of  the  city. 
Siciuius  himself  too  set  out  to  Brundisium  apparently  Pridie 
Idua  Martias*^;  the  very  last  day  uf  his  owu  year,  Decem- 
ber 20  B.C.  172. 

It  does  not  follow  firom  these  facts  merely  that  either  he  or 
the  troops  assembled  at  Brundisium  would  think  of  crossing 
the  sea  before  the  spring  :  and  it  appears  in  reality  from  the 
date  of  the  Ferise  Latins  of  this  consular  year  the  Kalends  of 
June  ^  that  he  could  not  have  made  the  passage  until  after 
that  day  at  least,  March  8  B.C.  171. 

The  comitia  for  the  election  of  the  consuls  of  this  year 
(those  of  U.  C.  583)  were  held  Exitu  prope  anni";  i.  e.  about 
xii  Kalendas  Martias:  from  which  it  may  be  inferred  that  there 
could  not  have  been  a  Merkedonius  that  year;  otherwise  xii 
Kalendas  Martias  (Kov.  26  B.C.  172)  must  have  been  de- 
scribed as  falling  men»e  interkalario.  The  character  of  the 
year  bdng  6,  none  of  the  days  above  speci6ed  waa  Nundinal ; 
neither  the  Ides  of  February,  nor  xii  Kal.  Martias  (Fob.  18 

•  xlii.  9.  lO!  rf.  j8.  ag.  •  Ibid.  i8.  '■  Ibid.  17.  '  Ibid.  36.  37. 

*  Ibid.  35.        *  Ibid.  38.  cr.  15. 

h  2 
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Romnn) :  thouj^h  xiji  KaJ.  Feb.  17  wa«  w.     Nor  were  the 
Kalends  of  June  the  ncrt  in  course  Nandinal ;   tbongh  the 

2nd  of  June  was  so. 


SvcTiov  WV.— Irregular  Calendar^  Ogele  U.  16.  ,377  rf«y*. 


U,C.  s8fl  Van.  584  Cap.  58J  Polyb.  B.C.  ijo-lfig. 


Q.  Marcins  Philtppiw  ii 
Cn.  Ser\-Uiii*  Cwiiio. 

Kalrnilic  Janunna*  ^t\\X.  2t  B.  C.  r70.  Nuiidiiial  Char.  9. 


I 


la  this  part  of  the  history  of  XAvy  also  there  is  an  hiatus; 
so  that  the  comitin  against  the  year  of  the  city  5»4  and  the 
consnia  who  rcpn'sont  it,  A.  Hoatiliua  Miuicinns  and  A. 
Atilius  Scrranus,  have  been  lost  out  of  hin  text  p. 

There  can  he  no  doubt  however  that  their  year  hod  began 
before  the  jioiot  of  time  dciiotod  by  xhii.  4''.     Hostilius  was 
then  in  Macedonia ■,  and  Atilius  in  Liguria)' ;   and  the  time 
for  going  into  winter  qanrter«  vw  either  already  come  or  at 
hand>.    But  affairs  in  Maoedouia  this  yenr,  it  ueeras,  Iiad  lurt 
gone  on  well :    and  on  the  rG[Kirt  brought  from  that  quarter 
to  Komo  by  Sex    Digitius,  (a  Trihunna  Militutu,  who  had 
come  home  Saerificii  caunHai",)  the  senate  ha<l  desf«tchcd  two 
deputies  to  make  their  own  observations  on  the  spot;   with 
directions  too  to  the  consul  Hostilius,  Ut......cotmitia  oon- 

snlibus  aubrogandis  ita  edicerct  uti  mcnsc  Januario  comitia 
habcri  pos&ent  :  ct  ut  primo  quoque  tempore  in  urbcm  re- 
dirct.  Livy  adds  that  this  w»s  done  accordingly";  Ea  uti 
ttcnntus  censuit  sunt  facta-  comitia  cousularia  ante  diem 
quintum  Kalendns  Scptemhres  fucrc  :  and  thou,  i\&  he  informs 
ua,  the  consuU  of  IJ.C  58.j  (^.  Marcius  Cn.  Servilius  wore 
elected,  and  Post  diera  tertium  the  pnetors  also. 

The  V  Kalcutias  Scptcmbrea  here  mentioned  would  be  So> 
xtilis  26  Roman  V,  V.  CSt,  May  22  B.  C.  1  /O.  There  is  con- 
aeqoently  in  the  present  reading  of  this  date  some  corrap- 
tion.  Ijcamcd  men  have  proposeil  to  correct  it  by  reading  v 
Kalcndas  FcbruariBs,  January  26  llomau,  October  l(i  B.C. 


■  Ut?.  sliiL  .t.  4.  CT.  1 1 :   1 1 . 

*  Cf.  IbU.  5  :  ■  c  1.  C^MMUi  KM  OM- 

or  llic  ocnuHb,  U.C.  58,1  Buf.  17^-171. 


'  Ibid  ^.{rS.f,^^f. 

*■  t\M.  9.  '  fbW  7  :  9. 

»  Ibid.  1 1. 
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riTO.     But  it  is  equally  allowable  to  correct  it  by  reading 
Ante  diem  qaintuiu  Kalcndas  Januanas,  December  2G  Ro- 
man;   Scptcml>er  17  ii.  C.  170:    aod   neither  tUal  (l«y  iior 
September  19,  D«cember  28   Romau,  would  be  NundinHl, 
[though  Duceniber  29  would  have  beeii  so. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Hoatiliiia  was  present  at  tbe»o 
comitia.  He  is  mentioned  us  proconsul  and  htiti  in  Mncc- 
donia  towards  the  end  of  the  military  season^  the  same  year'', 
B.  C.  170.  Bnt  tlicre  was  nothing  to  Jcecp  his  collcagnc  from 
Home  except  a  short  cftiupaign  of  Go  days"  in  Ligurin;  ku 
that  the  comitia  in  question  might  be  held  by  liito  evea  aa 
early  as  September  17. 

The  orriral  at  Rome  of  the  tribune  Digitiua  was  probably 
early  in  the  npring,  B.  C.  170p;  and  even  if  it  had  not  taken 
place  before  June  or  July  there  might  still  hare  been  time  to 
send  the  two  kgati  to  Mncedouia,  and  to  receire  their  official 
re[M>rt,  before  the  expiration  of  the  current  con!iular  year. 
They  returneti  according  to  Livyi  Bxacto  admodum  mense 
Fabmario  :  so  critically  tuo  that  there  was  only  jost  time  to 
intercalate  an  additional  month  for  the  sake  of  prolonging  the 
official  year:  and  even  as  it  was  not  in  the  usual  place,  but 
Tertio  die  post  Terminalia^  instead  of  Postridie  Tcrmiualia ; 
february  25  Uoman,  not  February  24'.  February  conse- 
quently having  already  hnd  24  daySj  the  Merkcdoniua  would 
ihai'c  only  26,  yet  the  whole  year  would  have  377. 
)  This  year.  U.  C.  585  B.C.  170— 1G9,  was  ceasoriau  alw ; 
Cyde  Ixxi-iii ;  the  date  of  wbicb  was  April  10  JKomau  Jauu< 
Rry  18  B.  C.  169.  The  cuu»ors  of  this  lustrum  were  C, 
CUudius  Pulcher  Ti,  Semprouiua  Uracchus^.  The  context 
proves  that  the  ingre^a  in  this  instance  must  have  been  dated 
oriticaUy  Umnctilia  1  U.  C.  585  April  7  B.C.  IGfl*.  They 
iiliad  been  two  months  at  least  in  olTiee «  when  they  became 
^■nvolvecl  in  the  dispute  with  the  tribune  Rutilius :  and  that 
^nra«  going  on  riii  and  vii  Kalendas  Octobres',  [September  23 
^kiui  2-1  llommi,)  June  2Ij  and  29 ;  nut  lung  after  it  hnd  begun. 
On  these  days  too  the  censors  were  put  on  their  trial  before 
the  people :  and  neither  of  them  was  Nundinal. 

"  Ll*7.  sUU.  17.  Cr.  18:  Kill.  I-  "  Il>i(l.  iltii.  9.  '  Cf.  IhiiL  q,  10, 

«  IlMd.  II.    '(Y.  Diw.  vi.  rk.  i.  on-t.  V.  Vol.  1.  ^14.    '  \J.vj,aXak.  14-16.    '  Ibid.  15* 
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The  Idcs  of  December  the  same  year  are  incuUoned  shortly 
after  these  pi-ocociihign  ;  aud  the  business  of  the  census  wi 
then  going  on  apparently  wit!i  thR  grcntcat  nctintj' :  Cen- 
aores  ceusum  Idibns  Decembribus  eeverius  qunro  ante*>  ha- 
buerunt.  multia  ctiui  ademti.  inter  quo*  P.  Rutilio  qai  tri- 
buiius  plebis  eos  violeater  accusarat:  tribu  quoque  is  motus 
ct  n>ranu8  foetus"'.  He  would  go  out  of  office  v  Idus  De- 
ct^mbrca  Dec,  9  Roman,  Sept.  U  B.C.  1G9.  The  Ides  of 
December,  Sept.  15,  were  not  Nundinal ;  though  Pridie  Idas 
was.  The  end  of  the  consular  year  was  close  at  hand*  ;  and 
we  should  probably  have  had  uext  the  dntc  of  the  comitia 
■pecUicd,  at  which  L.  .Kmilius  Paulina  ii  and  C.  Liciniua 
Cnissus  were  elected  consuls  against  the  ensuing  year,  had 
not  the  text  of  Livy  here  Rgaiii  been  defective. 

To  make  an  end  of  t\\v  history  of  this  ccusorshi]),  tlioogh 
it  extends  in  reidity  to  the  end  of  tho  next  consular  year, 
U.  C.  586  B.  C.  169—168;  Livy  tells  ua  that  the  usual  in- 
dnlgcnce  of  a  year  and  tnn  months  over  and  above  the  legal 
term  of  their  office  J  was  denied  to  these  censors  at  last 
through  the  opposition  of  one  of  the  tribunes  Cn.  TremelUus*. 
The  comitia  at  wliich  the  consuls  of  U.  C.  587  U.  .Eliua 
Paitus  M.  Junius  Pennus,  B.C.  168 — 167,  were  elected  arc 
also  lost  out  of  the  text  of  Livy  at  present :  bnt  the  context 
shews  that  this  request  must  have  been  preferred  between  the 
expiration  of  the  preceding  year,  and  the  beginning  of  this. 
The  opposition  made  to  it  however  proves  that  it  must  have 
been  later  than  December  10  Roman  V.  C.  566.  It  is  most 
probable  that  it  was  actually  made  on  the  last  day  of  their 
proper  official  term  of  IK  rai>nth8;  Pridie  Kalendas  Jauu- 
arias  U.  0.  586,  October  14  B.  C.  168  :  nineteen  days  alVer 
the  tribuniciau  iugrcss.  And  tfiaJ.  this  year,  would  not  be  ■ 
Nundinal  day. 


•  Cf.  Utj.  iim.  15.  us. 

*  Ufy,  »lh.  ifi. 

■  Ibid.  17. 


'  Cr.  DisL  Lch,ii.  sect.  U.VaL  11.304. 
■  Liw,  xIt.  15. 
•  Ibid.  13—16. 
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U.C.  586  Varr.  585  Cap.  583  Polyb.  B.C.  169-168. 

L.  Aimilius  PauUug  ii 
C.  licioiuB  Craasus. 


Kalendn  JanuariK  October  3  B.  C.  169.     NundiDal  Char.  7. 


i.  On  the  doubt  which  has  been  cast  upon  the  Roman  date  of 
the  battle  ofPydna. 

The  arrangements  and  details  of  our  calendar  for  this  year 
in  particular  ought  to  be  considered  as  placed  out  of  question 
by  the  testimony  of  the  lunar  eclipse,  June  31  B.  C.  168, 
which  preceded  the  battle  of  Pydna  *> ;  if  the  Roman  date  at 
least  of  that  eclipse,  iii  Nonas  Septembrea  U.  C.  580,  which 
has  been  handed  down,  is  true. 

The  fact  of  a  lunar  eclipse  before  the  battle  of  Pydna  will 
not  be  disputed  ;  nor  the  date  of  this  eclipse,  June  21  B.  C. 
168.  Nor  will  it  be  disputed  that  the  date  of  the  battle 
relatively  to  the  natural  year  was  at  or  about  the  summer 
solstice  '=.  Nothing  in  short  is  a  priori  liable  to  be  called  in 
question  except  the  traditionary  Roman  date  of  the  buttle, 
iii  Nonas  Septembres ;  and  this  has  been  called  in  question 
by  chronologers  whose  opinion  and  judgment  are  deservedly 
entitled  to  very  great  deference  and  respect  ■!.  For  the  sake 
therefore  of  illustrating  and  confirming  the  truth  of  Roman 
tradition  on  this  point,  and  of  demonstrating  the  perfect  con- 
gruity  of  the  date  so  handed  down  with  the  entire  course  of 
circumstances  before  and  after  the  battle ;  we  shall  perhaps 
be  excused  if  we  enter  on  the  consideration  of  the  chrono- 
logy of  thii  consular  year  somewhat  in  detail. 

ii  On  ^Ae  date  of  the  Comitia  of  JEnn]iMa  Paullus. 

The  comitia  of  the  year  and  the  election  of  the  consuls 

Ii.  /£milius  and  C.  Licinius  are  mentioned  by  Livy  in  their 

proper  order  of  time  ^ ;  only  he  has  made  a  slight  mistake  in 

reckoning  sixteen  years,  instead  of  merely  fourteen,  between 

^  Dim.  sii.    ch.  L  sect.  ii.  No.  ri.  d  Cf.  the  Fasti  Komani  of  Mr.  Clin- 

Fage  J.  ton  ;  PreTaoe,  P.  xii.  and  ad  Ann.  A. 

«  lJTy,xli».  36!  cf.  33.  36-  <;h.N.nS8.  •  xliv.  17.  ' 
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tliis  second  conaoLship  of /Kmiliu^  and  hta  first:  for  lie  wa< 
couKul  i  nIoDg  with  Cn.  Baebius  Tiunpiiilus'*  U-C  572  li.C. 
1K.1 — IK^.  The  ingress  of  tlicir  vcur  u  also  nientioucd,  the 
Ides  of  March,  us  usual  at  this  iiuiC ;  Janiuirv  4  B.  C.  lOB. 

Yet  theru  is  a  diffiKiilly  here  in  limine.  According  to  lary  * 
tbc  comitia  were  licld  when  tlic  year  was  in  ejritu  .-  nhich  in 
this  tnstnncc  vould  probably  mean  towards  the  end  of  the 
MerkedoiiiuB :  ytt  tlic  first  thing  done  after  the  election  of 
the  new  cotutuJf,  and  ivhilc  lliey  were  still  only  dejtu/auti, 
consequently  &ome  time  still  before  the  iJigress,  the  Idea  of 
Miuvh,  was  lu  ailot  tlit;  provinces^;  and  Mnovdouia  h&ring 
fallen  to  Pauline,  the  nest  thing,  (done  too  at  hii  suggection, 
and  as  it  would  seem  not' more  than  luw  days  afterwards  K,) 
was  1o  dospuCch  deputies  to  Macedonia,  to  inqnire  into  tho 
conrsc  of  things  there  during  thu  preceding  summer,  and 
into  their  state  at  the  time :  nud  tu  bring  back  word  accord- 
ingly 1>. 

By  the  Ides  of  March,  when  the  new  consuls  entered  into 
office,  it  was  already  kuoiin  at  Rome  that  these  depuUeit  had 
got  as  far  as  Brundisium  uu  their  return  home ' ;  and  before 
the  ttid  of  the  filth  day  of  the  Uuinquntnis,  (the  23d  uf  March 
Roman,  theTubilustruni  ^,)  which  Livy  calls  the  tiuinquati-us 
ultimtc,  they  had  already  coiuo  to  Rome.  Now  we  may  rcn- 
turc  to  say  that,  if  they  ]iad  been  neut  on  this  errand  only  in  tbe 
Merkeilouius  or  even  in  the  l-Y'hruar}'  last  preceding ;  Ihia 
return  by  the  U'6d  of  March  IComan  would  have  been  iil> 
luoet  impowiihle.  There  ta  con8e()ucntly  sonic  confusion  in 
this  part  of  Livy'ii  accounts ;  and  in  our  opinion  it  \\v»  in  his 
having  supposed  the  comitia  of  the  year  to  have  hoeu  held 
nut  long  before  the  month  of  March,  Roman,  instead  of  not 
long  before  some  earlier  month,  probably  that  o(  January. 

When  wc  consider  the  length  of  time  for  which  the  war 
had  lasted^  tlie  un»atiHfactory  »tHlc  of  things  in  Macvdouia, 
and  th'j  genend  uneasiuuss  which  had  been  eicitetl  by  the 
little  progress  as  yet  made  by  Buecessive  commiUKtera  ia 

'  xxxii.  ^6:    xl.   I  -    rt  rapra,  ia  «tiU  only  itengaati,  ind  Co.  Svnflws 

■nno.  P.  i]4.  QDL*oftbco(Kinil>Df  Uivpreootlinjj'nf, 

>  xliT.  iQ.  mi  BtUI  In  olBccu 

*lb<.l.  17:  cf.  i8«lic««lbBCfidprihD  c  iJiv.  ifl.  b  OU.  19. 

yvMrtoigaiaallBitnllo.aacrOier'lfCtiue  ^  lljid.  iq,  10. 

nf  thi>nnr  oni)tul*,ypt  wtu>B  ibpjKen-  *  Sv«  Vi>t.  ii.  170  nnU. 
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bringing  the  content  to  a  close ;  we  shall  see  that  there  would 
be  every  reason  why  the  comitia  of  this  year  should  hare  been 
held  earlier  than  usual,  rather  than  later.  The  Ides  of  De- 
cember were  mentioned  just  before';  and  we  think  it  ex- 
tremely probable  that  the  election  of  consuls  was  actually 
held  some  time  between  that  day  and  the  Kalends  of  Janu- 
ary October  2  B.  C.  169.  Even  after  that  there  would  be 
time  enough  left  to  send  legati  to  Macedonia,  who  might 
both  go  thither,  and  make  the  necessary  inquiri^  on  the 
•pot,  and  yet  return  home  again  by  the  23d  of  March  Roman, 
January  12  B.  C.  168 ;  between  three  and  four  months  from 
the  date  of  their  missiou.  The  mission  of  deputies  in  the 
year  of  Hostilius,  B.C.  170,  took  place  under  circumstaucea 
very  much  the  same.  By  this  supposition  every  thing  will 
be  rendered  consistent.  Livy  only  will  be  convicted  of  a 
slight  inaccuracy ;  and  even  that  might  possibly  be  explained 
by  assuming  that  when  he  spoke  of  the  exitus  anni  he  in- 
tended it  of  the  year  of  the  city  in  this  instance ;  and  not 
of  the  consular  year,  of  which  the  same  allusion  is  generally 
intended  by  him  in  other  instances. 

These  deputies  to  Macedonia  having  returned  to  Rome  on 
March  23  Roman  U.C.  586  January  12  B.C.  168;  such 
was  the  general  impatience  to  learn  the  report  which  they 
brought  back,  that,  as  Livy  tells  us  >",  Nisi  vesper  esset  ex- 
templo  senatum  vocaturi  consules  fuerint.  The  Quinquatrus 
ultimse  or  the  Tubilustrian  holiday  would  not  have  interfered 
with  their  doing  soj  nor  possibly  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  the  fact  that  March  23  was  a  Nundinal  day. 
Perhaps  however  it  might  have  something  to  do  with  pre- 
venting an  immediate  meeting  of  the  senate  that  not  only 
was  it  late  in  the  day  when  these  deputies  arrived  at  Rome, 
bnt  the  night  itself  after  sunset  would  be  dark ;  for  as  our 
General  Lunar  Calendar  (Period  xiii.  x.  17)  shews  the  moon 
itself  waa  new  only  the  day  before  their  arrival,  January  1 1 
Bw  C.  168.  The  senate  at  least  was  actually  convoked,  and 
the  report  of  the  messengers  was  received,  the  next  morning  v 
March  24  Roman,  January  13. 

'  xUv,  16:  rf.  supra,  p.  150.  "  xliv.  10. 
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ul  On  the  date  of  the  departure  o/JEtahUn*  Paullua  to  Brun» 
disium;  and  tff  the  Fcria  iMtintB  prwiovfly. 

There  \%  extant,  as  we  have  xlreadr  bad  occnnion  to  mcn- 
tion^i  a  fragment  of  the  Acta  Diurtia  of  the  Konian  senate, 
which  belongs  to  this  couaular  year.  It  begins  only  tliirteeu 
(la^a  after  tlie  int^ress,  v  Kaleiidas  Apriles,  Marcli  28  RomaD  ; 
and  it  goes  down  to  iii  Nonas  Apriles,  April  3  Roman,  nz 
davB  lat(!r. 

The  first  entry  in  this  fragment,  v  Kal.  Apriles  March  28 
Roman,  la  headed  bjr  Fasces  penes  j^milinm;  the  next, 
March  39,  by  Fasces  penes  Licinium  :  and  ao  on,  shewing 
that  they  had  them  day  by  day  alternately.  We  apprehend 
tliat  the  rule  at  this  time  which  regulated  the  Fasces  was 
that  neither  of  the  constila  of  a  given  year  ahould  hold  them 
formally  on  the  first  day  of  the  official  year,  when  tliey  first 
appeared  in  public  and  in  atate;  and  that  afterwards  the 
senior  consul  (except  in  particular  ca-ics)  should  have  them 
first :  and  the  senior  in  this  instance  being  >Kniiliu9  it  would 
be  his  turn  uu  March  l(>,  and  again  ou  March  28;  on 
which  latter  <lay  the  Acta  shew  that  it  was.  On  this  point 
howei'er  we  may  have  occasion  to  speak  more  at  lai^e  here- 
after. In  what  maniior  this  portion  of  the  public  journaU 
at  Kome  U.  C.  586  U.  C.  169— lti8  is  calculated  to  illiistrata 
the  Nundinal  cycle  of  the  time  being  has  been  explained  *>. 

The  actual  date  of  the  departure  of  yl-'miliun  from  Home 
on  this  Macedonian  expedition  is  prcscrvcfl  in  these  Acta; 
y'a.  the  Kalends  of  April.  The  entry  ou  tliat  day  is  Paultus 
consul  et  (C)u.  Octavius  prset.  paludati  egressi  aunt  urbe  in 
pravinciani  Maccdoniam.  profecti  ingent(i)  ati|ue  inusitata 
freqnpntia  prosequente :  and  this  is  entirely  eonsisteut  with 
Livy's  account  of  this  departure  also!';  so  much  bo  that  he 
might  have  hod  these  Acta  before  him  and  haii:  merely  en- 
]»i^rd  upon  them. 

We  learnt  from  Livy  previously  that  the  consul  was  not  to 
leave  the  city  before  the  celebration  of  the  Pcritc  Latinae<i; 
and  from  these  Acta  wc  ascertain  also  that  the  Fcriffi  in 


■  IH».  vH.  cb.  ii.  •«!.  T.  Vol.  ii.  4.«,.  l-xKv.aitii:    rf.  Cwwo,  Ad  Aui- 
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lestion  were  celebrated  LVidio  (K*.)  Aprilea;  i.e.  only  the 
duv  before  tbe  departure.  Liry  has  tvo  dates  of  these  FeriK ; 
one  Pridie  Idus  Apriles'',  which  occnra  in  a  speech  of  tbe 
Consul  .'KiiiiliiLs  un  u  former  occiisinii :  and  anothet'  rHciie 
Ralendas  Apriles  *,  which  occurs  historicnlly.  The  former  is 
>r«ilu'ptical,  and  seems  to  be  iutendcd  of  the  day  for  which 
liey  had  been  fixed  at  tirbt ;  tbe  latter  is  their  Hcttial  date, 
tbe  day  oa  which  they  were  octunlly  celebrated  :  and  it  was 
ibably  taken  by  Livy  frum  the  Actii.  Prirtie  Kulendas 
Lpriles  thitt  year  answered  to  January  ^0  U.  C.  108  ;  Prittio 
Idus  to  February  1.  It  is  observable  that  U.C.  586  the 
former  was  h  Xundinal  day,  which  under  ordinary  circum- 
ices  perhaps  at  thifi  time  would  not  have  been  the  ca&c ; 
>ut  in  the  present  instance  might  be  purposely  allowed,  be- 
f-tlie  orgeiic/of  the  coujuucture.  and  of  the  import- 
ehod  to  as  speedy  n  depiirture  of  the  consul  as  pos- 
uble.  If  tho  day  oiiginally  intended  for  these  Keriu:  was 
really  Pridie  Idus  Apriles,  12  days  later,  l/iat  was  not  Nuii- 
tinal.  Nothing  can  prove  more  clearly  that  expedition  and 
epntch  was  the  object  proposed  in  all  these  procecdinga 
than  the  fact  that  the  deputies  returned  from  Macedonia 
only  on  the  ilSfi  of  tbe  Komau  March,  and  made  their  report 
only  on  tbe  S-kb,  and  yet  the  consul  and  pnetors,  who 
had  been  waiting  for  their  return  and  their  report,  were 
already  ou  their  way  to  tbcir  provinces  ou  the  first  of  April 
afterwards. 

We  Icam  too  from  the  testimony  of  these  Acta,  that  on  the 

ly  after  the  departure,  ivf  Nomis  Aprilea,  a  Ver  aacrvm  vas 

^vowed  tr  pontificwn  tenlentia,  by  JWbius  (tbe  Prtetor  urba- 

ms*:)  of  which  Liry  makes  no  mention,  nor  of  its  fulfilment 

'at  any  subsequent  time.     And  this  may  possibly  authoriM 

tlie  iufcrcuce  that  tbia  kind  of  vow  might  have  been  of  much 

more  frequent  occurrence,  (especially  in  time  of  war,  and  at 

critica]  conjunctures  in  the  course  of  a  particular  war,  like 

j^lhc  present,)  than  would  be  supposed  from  tbe  contemporary 

itory  in  general.     April  2  Roman  on  this  occasion  would 

*  'l^e  letter  K  here  »  inaened  froia  the  necewil)'  of  th«  cave. 

t  Tba  cbmclers  iv  here  loo  sir  rcsivrecl  from  the  necesaity  of  tbe  cue. 
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not  be  KundiDiU  ;  but  it  would  be  a  Dies  yoiifri4itaim$  t  aud 
that  too  would  Bccm  to  imply  tlint  if  it  was  |iur|Kmcty  ao- 
lectcd  to  bu  tlic  date  of  tho  couccpLioti.  of  such  a  von-  and 
such  an  obligation  ns  tliis,  (aa  act  of  religion  to  all  intoaU 
nnd  puqK>3cs,  imd  of  good  onicn,)  it  could  not  yet  have  been 
regarded  ns  rflig'uitms,  or  awo0/>df,  like  the  dny  after  the 
Idea 


iv.  On  the  date  t^  t/uf  paxxoffe  from  Bmndisium  ,-  and  oa  tAai 
of  the  arrival  at  the  arm^. 

The  date  of  the  dc[mrture  then  both  of  the  consul  and  of 
the  pnetor  of  tlic  year  apiwintcd  to  the  service  in  Mac-edonia 
having  bi'cn  thus  determined  to  the  Kalends  of  April;  did 
we  know  no  more  about  it  than  that  fact  merely,  we  might 
lutturally  enough  have  coucluded  that  Aey  were  netting  out 
in  the  spring,  at  the  most  proper  time  imaginable  for  assam' 
ing  the  command,  the  one  by  laud  the  other  by  mq;  and 
thci-cfore  that  tlifv  nniiit  actually  have  croiscd  the  ton  nry 
aoan  ai'ter.  In  this  case  from  the  known  IciigUi  of  the  ratire 
campaign,  and  in  particular  that  of  the  iuterva)  between  the 
arrival  of  the  eousul  at  hcnd-quarters  aud  the  luittlc ;  it 
would  have  been  absolutely  impossible  that  the  battle  cotdd 
have  been  fought  at  last  bo  late  in  the  Roman  year  after  tiie 
Kalends  of  April  us  Septemlx'r  4,  Aud  uo  doubt  Lhia  con- 
sideration aa  much  as  any  thing  has  hitherto  served  to  dis- 
credit this  date. 

liut  in  fact  the  Kalends  of  April  this  year,  instead  of  coin- 
ciding with  any  Julian  date  in  or  ucar  to  the  month  of  April, 
did  in  rcalitji*  coincide  with  January  21  li.  C.  168:  nnd  as 
Livy  himsolf  ohwrved  on  a  furmer  ouca^ion"  no  Roman  com* 
maudcr  had  yet  been  bold  enough  to  think  of  orowiug  the 
sea  even  from  the  coast  of  Italy  to  the  opposite  one  of  ICpirus 
nt  that  season  of  the  natonU  year.  In  fact  wc  have  seen  in- 
stances of  the  appointment  of  the  troops,  intended  for  aenrios 
in  Greece,  to  nssemble  at  lirnndisium  on  the  Ides  of  Febru- 
ary*, when  i-'ebruar)*  was  coinciding  with  November;  and  on 
the  Idea  of  May»,  when  May  was  coiuciding  partly  with 
December  partly  with  January ;    and  on  (he  Ides  of  Quin- 

-  £]Lr'tii.4iiar.ttMliiU|  wtnttfiiiskt  AjMllonia.  •■  Sui'm.  14;  It.  C.  173 

■  P.  98.  B.C.  19J— 191. 


GH.I.B.1J.  Irreguiar Calendar.  Cydeii.  B.C.184— J61.    157 

ctilisr,  when  QoiDctUia  was  coinciding  with  March  :  and  yet 
in  none  of  these  instances  was  the  sea  actnally  croMed  be- 
fore the  spring  was  far  advanced.  No  inference  then  can  be 
drawn  in  aaeh  cases  as  these  from  mere  nominal  coincidences 
between  Boman  and  Julian  dates.  The  actual  course  of 
things  in  a  particular  instance  must  he  determined  by  cir- 
coiDBtantial  evidence.  It  is  clear  from  the  context  of  ac- 
counts on  all  these  occasions  that,  howsoever  early  the  armies 
of  the  republic  and  their  commanders  might  be  assembled  at 
Brondisium,  ready  to  take  advantage  of  the  iRrst  opportunity 
of  putting  to  aea ;  the  passage  was  never  actually  made  be- 
fore a  certain  time  in  the  natural  year,  otherwise  the  most 
suitable  for  it :  and  seldom  as  early  as  April,  more  generally 
only  in  May. 

The  case  of  j^milius  Paullus,  and  this  expedition  of  his  to 
Macedonia,  B.  C.  168,  are  no  exception  to  this  general  rule. 
Jam  veris  prindpium  erat,  says  Livy',  novique  duces  in  pro- 
vinciam  venerant^  consul  ..^milius  in  Macedoniam,  Octavias 
Oreum  ad  classem,  Anicius  in  lUyricum.  And  this  is  con- 
firmed by  a  subsequent  allusion" :  Perseus  quoque  quum 
adventu  eotuulit  simul  et  veri»  principio  strepere  omnia  mo- 
veiiqne  apud  hostes  .  .  .  cemeret.  The  actual  date  of  the 
passage  then  was  the  Prindpium  veris ;  which  in  the  idiom 
of  Livy  commonly  means  the  month  of  May. 

It  is  however  in  our  power  to  determine  the  very  day  of 
the  passage  with  certainty ;  assuming  only  that  the  date  of 
the  battle  at  last  was  the  day  after  the  eclipse,  June  22. 

There  is  no  fact  in  the  history  of  this  Macedonian  campaign 
of  U.  C.  586,  about  which  the  Roman  historians  are  more 
agreed,  than  that  of  the  shortness  of  its  duration  compared 
with  its  decisiveness,  and  the  magnitude  of  its  results.  Let 
us  hear  ^milius  Faullus's  own  account  of  it,  as  given,  ac- 
cording to  lAvy^,  the  next  year  at  Home  Pro  concione,  a  few 
days  after  his  triumph^  Sept.  2-4  B.  C.  167. 

Profectus  ex  Italia  classem  a  Brundisio  sole  orto  solvi : 
nona  diei  hora  cum  omnibus  meis  navibus  Corcyram  tenui : 
inde  quinto  die  Detphis  Apollini  pro  me  exercitib usque  ct 
classibus  lustra  sacrificavi :  a  Delphis  quinto  die  in  castra 

»  p.  97  B.C.  191— rjo.  ■  xiiv.  3a  •  Ibid  34.  >■  ilv,  41. 
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pcneui  ...  el  quod  bcUuiu  per  qtiadricnnium  quatuor  antii 
me  consules  ita  gesserant  ut  semper  successori  tradcrcnt  gT»- 
Tius  id  ego  (laiudecim  diebus  perttxL 

PJutarch«  aud  Appian<>  repeat  these  statement*.  It  ap- 
pears to  U8  however  that  Diodorus'  account^  of  the  move- 
mcuts  of  tlio  couaul  from  the  time  when  he  set  sail  to  the 
end  of  the  campaign  was  aa  carefully  considered  na  uuy.  We 
aball  therefore  comparp  that  with  the  ahove  from  Livy;  ad- 
ding ourflclrca  the  true  Julian  dates  of  the  days  apeciiied  by 
him. 


B.  C  t68  May  30  The  consul  was  at  Coreyra 

June  3  He  wis  nt  tlelplii . . 

8  Me  ami'ca  at  the  csmp  in 
MacedoDia 
. .    22  Pydna  vna  fought 

..   afi  AU  Macedonia  submittciJ 


May  30— June  26 


First  day  at  llie  nioth 

hour. 
The  fifth  day  after. 

Five  days  after. 

On  the  fifteenth  day 

after. 
Four  dayu  afUr. 

Tircaty-cijiht  duya  io- 
closve  of  both. 


The  interval  of  four  days  from  the  hattle  to  the  total  sub- 
miBsion  of  MHCedoiuH  niiiy  he  made  out  from  Livy  alsu^ 
The  date  of  the  hattle  being  gi^'en,  June  22,  that  of  this 
suhniisaion  must  have  been  June  30:  from  which  if  we  suIh 
tract  twcnty-sevcu  days,  we  get  the  date  of  the  departuf>e 
from  Brundinium  Afay  30 ;  and  eTcry  thing  else  accord- 
ingly *. 

*  It  is  in  our  povrer  to  conErm  one  of  llic  aliore  dales,  llint  of  the  Mcri> 
fice  at  Delphi  June  j,  by  the  testimony  of  the  Delphian  ralcndar.  The 
slated  date  for  the  consultation  of  the  oracle  at  this  period,  as  we  observed 
Bupta,  vraa  llic  utrctilh  of  vvrry  mtMitli ;  and  that  lieinK  thw  cane,  no  day 
could  1w  more  |)ro[ier  a  prinri  for  trfterin^  nacrilicv  to  Apollo  on  the  spot* 
thnn  the  seventh  of  iho  tnonlh :  which  iuelf  was  traditionally  nncred  to 
A)iiillii,  as  the  day  on  wliich  lie  was  supposed  to  have  been  born.  IL  ia 
Dot  indecti  asTCTted  by  any  of  uur  authorities  tb^t  the  Romau  cooiul 
consulted  tliti  oraclo  on  lUs  uccasiou ;  and  couEcqucully  wc  canuut  tmder- 
ttke  10  vourh  for  thst  hct  aim.  S^U  wo  apprthe&d  it  will  bo  a  strong 
confirntatioq  of  the  Julian  date  of  this  visit  of  his  to  Delphi,  June  3,  if  k 


•-  iEfiiiHii*  Psiilliu,  xaxTi.  iwrpla  Dwtlori,  xitsi.  6. 

'  \x.     YAoKt.  xTti.  '  xliv.  4.1—4$.     Ct  Pttttareh,  ^Bml' 

*  SM.  Vatiraiii.    ii,    p.  Si,  8j:    Kx-      liiu,  sxiv.  who  tupptUMaBljr  Iwodsfk 
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V.  On  the  date  qf  the  battle  of  Pydna  relatively  to  the  natural 

year. 

It  is  dear  frova  Livy  s  that  the  date  of  the  battle  of  Pydoa 
in  the  natural  jear  was  midsummer;  and  this  is  a  point 
wUch  we  may  have  occasion  to  illustrate  more  at  large  here- 
after, Plutarch  indeed  just  before  the  battle  observes,  0^ 
pov^  y^  ^i>  &pa  <p6ivopTos^  :  which  would  properly  define  the 
time  denoted  by  the  fttOwouapov  of  the  Greek  calendar ;  the 
beginning  of  September  in  the  JuUan.  It  is  easy  therefore  to 
account  for  this  observation  of  his,  without  prejudice  to  the 
tnith,  by  supposing  tliat  he  was  thinking  of  the  Roman  date 
of  the  battle  Sept.  4,  and  in  the  caleudai*  of  his  own  time : 
but  not  in  that  of  this  time.  He  too  recognizes  the  eclipse 
before  the  battle' ;  the  true  Julian  date  of  which,  June  21, 
if  known  to  him,  on  the  least  reflection  must  have  appeared 
totally  at  variance  with  such  a  season  in  the  natural  year  as 
the  tpdivoitcopop  of  the  Grecian  calendar. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  battle  was  brought  on  at  last  unex- 
pectedly, and  late  in  the  day ;  i.  e.  at  or  after  the  ninth  hour 
only  ^ :  and  that  it  continued  until  late  at  night  K  Plutarch 
mentions  the  return  of  the  liomans  from  the  pursuit  (which 
had  carried  them  to  a  distance  of  120  stades  from  the  field  of 
battle)  'Eaudpas  ijbT]  ^aOtias  i  as  well  as  supper-time  even  after 
that :  when  too  it  was  discovered  tliat  J'^miUus'  youngest 
son,  the  Scipio  ^milianus  of  after-times,  whom  the  ardour  of 
pursuit  bad  taken  too  far  from  the  camp,  bad  not  yet  come 
back'.  These  circumstances  are  characteristic  of  the  longest 
day  for  snch  a  meridian  as  that  of  Pydna,  such  as  would  be 

can  be  shewn  that  it  coincided  with  the  seventh  of  the  current  Delphmn 
month. 

'Hie  Delphian  calendar  at  this  time  was  still  octaeteric.  But  the 
octaeteris  had  its  proper  period  of  160  years.  The  third  period  of  thU 
kind  at  Delphi  bore  date  January  9  B.  C.  223  :  and  B.  C.  168  in  that 
period  answered  to  Cycle  vii.  7.  In  thit  year  of  the  cycle  and  tit  this  time 
the  date  of  the  vith  month  was  May  28  ;  and  therefore  that  of  the  sn-enth 
of  the  sixth  month  was  June  3. 

>  lUr.  36;  cf.  3.V  ,15.  Vita,xviii.  six.  xsiL 

>>  jCmiliiu,  avj.  i  Cf.  Livy,  xliv.  44.    Polybius,  xxxn. 

1  Ibid.  xtiL  xviii.  15.  Diodor.  Fr.  xxs.    Auctor  De  Viris, 

^  Liry,  xUt.  37^0-43.  Plntarcfa,      Sdpio  jEmilianiu. 
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tlio  case  at  mitlstimmer ;  nnd  yet  of  a  dork  nigbt  too  —for  tlic 
Aoliliers  nnd  attendants  of  Pniilloa  nrc  spoken  of  by  Vlntardi 
on  tlic  same  occasion  ns  running  al>ont  in  senrcli  of  St-ipio  by 
the  light  of  lamps  and  torches.  On  the  night  of  the  day  after 
a  soIhi-  eclipse, it  uouhl  be  dark  before  miduigbt even  at  uid* 
lummer,  for  the  meridian  of  i^ydnu. 

tL  On  the  date  of  the  arrival  of  the  neut*  qfthe  battU  nf 
Pydiia  at  Route. 

The  mission  of  Lcgati  to  Rome  by  the  conaid  with  the 
nen-s  of  bis  victon>',  nnd  ou  one  of  the  days  of  the  Uuntridunm 
betveen  tbc  battle  niul  the  submission  of  Macedonia,  is  men- 
tioned by  Livy  "* ;  one  of  them  his  own  son  ",  Quintus  Fabina, 
so  calird  because  be  had  been  adopted  into  tbc  Fabiait  family, 
the  other  two  L.  Lcutulus  and  Q.  Metellus.  But  the  report 
of  tlic  victory  had  reached  Home  even  before  their  arrival: 
in  fact  almost  before  tlicy  had  been  scut.  Quarto  p<wt  die, 
says  Livy  »,  quatu  cum  rcgc  ast  pugriatum.  ijuum  in  Ciroo  ludi 
fiercnt;  murmur  rcpento  popuLi  tota  spcctaculn  pervnait : 
pugnatum  in  Afnccdonia  ct  devietum  regem  esse.  Others  of 
the  ancients  repeat  this  statement  r;  and  extraonlinary  M  it 
may  seem,  yet  that  such  a  report  was  raised  and  at  this 
time  even  in  Koroe  itself  appears  to  be  a  uell>authcuLicated 
matter  of  fact.  Is'or,  as  we  observed  before  ou  a  somewhat 
aimihir  occasion  i,  iu%  iustauees  wanting  of  the  same  unac- 
oountuble  tnmfimissiun  of  tbc  news  of  great  and  impoi-tJiat 
events;  or  of  similar  coincideneea  between  an  accidental 
report  boirsoever  occasioned  and  au  actual  matter  of  fact  ■*  *. 

*  h  dIiouIiI  l)e  ot>acn-ed.  in  n-fervnce  to  the  above  fact,  that  ibis  bnnt  or 
riinu'ur  uf  tlia  rlctory  huu-sorvcr  excited  on  the  fourth  day  after  the  ImuIb 


"  ilir.  4j(!  xh.  I. 

»  <,T.  xlv.  j;.  Potflwui,  win.  vi. 
f  ^  Plutiuch,  .Cmiliui  Paallui,  t. 
VrllMna  I'nt.  ii.  lO.  ■  x1*-  i. 

>  Flwiari'li,  ^miliai  PauUof,  iLsiv, 
Zoiianf.  ix.  14.  4.S9  !>• 

«  Hupr»,  jiii|W  45.  B.  C.  10;. 

'  PU!a:s  Bud  Myiraln  tin*  ircll  known 
nsmplptinf  ilii»  kind.  CiriKin'*  victory 
nl  Ibr  Kuryiiivdnn  in  Punphylk  l«  anui 
to  h*t«  bten  beard  of  at  Allirin  lli« 
Mine  tky,  anil  ui  nl'w  In  ^iin^  to  ln«v 
b#cn  tfiwrird  tbiirr  in  rKunmvmonithiR 


of  the  ttct.  So  Uh  tiMuy  it  Safia  in 
It«l;_l>enn)  or  at  Ulyiofia  the  hmS 
day;  ( I'liitkriJi,  jdnlliu*,  txv.  JiHtfn, 
"■.I'is  Parwmiogi3pkl  Gnoi,  Z«no- 
bii  Pwv.  Cwit.  li-  1;.  p.  is:.  IS**' 
Gtvfonl,  OioB.  i«36.>— -Tlw  wlory 
ot  t]i«  hacat  Bcxilliu,  NnBouncnil  Kt 
Home  til*  Mme  inf.  (monrriw  HaL 
vi.  t.i.W Kliriiu'  VKlor;  orar  tbc  Cim- 
tin  1  (I'liny,  II.  N.  Til.  11.  PImiu,  ijj, 
iiL  10,  11-) — Antonius'  dcHlh  in  Gar- 
many,  in  the  ivtjcn  of  I>oti>ilian  t  (Plu- 
lan-li,  iCniiHiu  PkiiUiii,  xxt.) 
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The  fourth  day  artor  the  bHtUe  would  Ire  Sepi ember  7  Romunj 
Fane  25  Jiiliim ;  and  the  coiistittencv  of  this  date  of  the  first 
'ramoiir  of  the  battle  as  heard  of  nt  Rome  with  thnt  of  the 
battle  appears  from  the  fact  that  Septo[nl>er  7  wan  actually 
>ne  of  the  stated  days  of  the  Ludi  Magni,  Ludi  Romani,  or 
tjudi  Circeiises,  which  latter  games  Livy  says  were  gtniig  on 
at  the  time  :  for  these  gaxoes  in  the  Juliau  calendar  of  after- 
times  began  Pridie  Nonas  Scptembrcs  and  lasted  to  Pridio 
Idus*,  from  September  4  to  12.     Th<;  arrival  of  tlie  Tabel- 
Iftrins  indeed,  wlio  brought  the  litleree  laurtalee,  the  official 
[despatches  of  the  consul,  was  announced  Ante  diem  decimum 
'KaleodaA  Oetohrcs,  ludorum  RomanoruTn  sccundodie';  just 
BJ  the  consal  Licinius  was  going  to  start  the  chariots.   Tertius 
decuuua  dies  erat,  says  Liry  *.  ex  quo  in  Macedonia  pugna> 
turn  erat.     If  that  was  correct  the  messenger  arrived  Sep- 
tember 17,  xiv  Kalendas  Octobrea,  at  the  latest:  and  even 


niital 
^Eonlr 


n)i»t  bav«  bMD  a  diffprcDl  \i\\nn  Trutn  the  reported  ap[ieamnce  of  Castor 
moA  I'ollux  to  n  certain  P.YntiniuB  or  Vadenus;  whirh  m  Raid  to  havB 
ip|Kiinl  nil  the  iiighl  af  thff  l>HltIe  itself.  Cic-eio  nnd  Valmitu  Muiimua ' 
left  die  most  circumiiuuitial  account  of  thin  particular  occurrence : 
only  that  wlutt  was  thtu  made  Itnnwii  to  VatieniiR  by  the  ap)>earance  ia 
luextioii  U  KU|)[)0^d  1>)-  tliein  to  hxve  been  the  capture  of  FerKcun,  not  the 
VicUny  of  Pydmi :  between  which  two  eveotii  there  was  probably  a  good 
ni»ny  daya*  mterrat.  We  learn  also  frcMti  these  accounts  the  aite  of  tbe 
KAi*  of  C>urtor  nod  Pbllux  at  Rome  at  thia  timo :  and  ihot  it  w«b  «aul  to 
have  opeoed  of  it«  uvrn  accord  on  the  same  occasion. 

This  aupjxttifd  appearance  of  Castor  and  Pollux  tniLit  have  taken  plaea 
on  (be  night  uf  September  4,  June  31.  Livy  ta  uknt  about  It ;  Hiid  wo 
alao  IB  Plutarch.  Yei  iMtiiibiy  on  tbie  fact  miKht  be  ultimately  fouoded 
ihB  mnour  of  the  \nctary  on  tbe  fourth  day  after.  The  senate  indeed 
itiat  hH\-e  iro)>riMUed  Vatienua  at  first,  for anDOuncinjt rocb  an  occucreDM ; 
ugh  they  rewarded  him  for  it  in  the  end:  and  pcrliapti  must  have 
attrmpted  al  tinU  to  suppress  the  fact  of  what  he  bail  announced,  and  to 
prevent  it«  btiu^  Kpread  any  further.  It  wan  of  the  OBiurc  however  of 
nicb  a  thing  10  get  abntad  i  aod  men's  can,  no  doubt,  waiting  in  annioin 
•ttapraae  Fur  news  from  Macedonia,  wen;  open  to  the  aUghtest  whisper  of 
deKtiption. 


I  CVcTV,  Dv  Naiuni  tVoruni,  ii.  ■».      rii.  i>.  Flora*,  U.  la  f  »4-il^.  Mina- 
1 1  tti.  1. 1 1.  13.    Vblihui^  .^luiinns,  i.     dus  Fdix,  vii.  1.    LacUntiw,  U.  ;. 
,  I  Dtt  MUttotUs.     CI,  Pliny,  II.  N. 

*  MalfWin,  .^mttMiilne,  CBjimnic,  .intiDtiiir,  anil    l'u»riu>  CalviMbn,  ^mI 
Ppfllnt.  *  aiv.  I. 
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that,  in  tliu  Juliaa  calendar  of  after-time,  hoa  one  of  tlie 
atnted  days  of  Lndi  in  Circo,  vik.  tht^  last  but  one.  The  x 
Kalcndas  Octobrcs,  in  the  Julian  calendar  at  leant,  was  no 
BQch  d&y  at  nil.  Besides  if  the  messenger  actnally  arrived  on 
tiio  X  Kal.  Octabres,  September  21,  yet  oh  the  thirteenth  day 
from  bis  mission,  he  muiit  have  been  sent  on  the  9th  ;  and 
that  TTould  have  been  later  even  than  the  mission  of  the  three 
Icpiti  alluded  to  supra.  We  cannot  doubt  liowcver  tlint  tie 
bearer  of  the  littfine  lanreatte  of  the  Roman  genera!,  the 
bearer  of  the  official  despatches  of  the  consul,  must  have  been 
the  first  pei-son  sent  to  Rome  after  the  battle.  We  conclude 
therefore  that  in  tlie  date  of  Livy  abore  quoted,  Ante  diera 
decimum  Kalendaa  Octobres,  there  is  an  omission  which 
ought  to  be  supplied  by  reading  ante  diem  decimum  quartam 
Kalendaa  Octobres. 

Tliis  messenger,  (an  Hcmcrodromns,  no  doubt,  or  courier, 
■who  would  travel  post,)  might  reach  Rome  from  Pydna  even 
in  13  days'  time.  The  legati  abore  mentioned  arrived  vi 
Kalendaa  Octobres",  September  25  Roman,  eight  days  later ; 
and  as  they  too  were  certainly  sent  hetwocu  Sept.  4  and  8, 
June  22  and  20,  they  were  probably  19  days  on  the  road:  or 
possibly  only  17— if  they  brought  the  news  of  the  submission 
of  Afaccdonia  alao.  That  such  a  journey  coidd  be  accom- 
pUshcd  in  the  summer  time  in  17  days  without  using  any  ex- 
traordinary degree  of  exertion,  we  hope  to  prove  some  time 
or  other  by  a  number  of  cases  in  point  *. 

A  supplication  or  thanksgiving  of  Bre  days'  dnration  vaa 
decreed  in  consequence  of  these  tidings :  SubpHcatio  pro  con- 
done populi  indinta  est  ex  ante  diem  4]uintum  Idus  Octohrce 
cum  eo  die  in  qninque  dies;  i.  e-  from  October  tl  incluuve 
to  October  15  inclusive  ;  besides  which,  ou  the  receipt  of  the 
uevi-s  also  of  the  successes  of  the  praetor  Anicius  iu  Itlyricum, 
soon  after  cither  a  fresh  tfaauksgi^iug  or  an  instauratiou  of 
the  Ferite  Latina:  m-]|5  »ppoiuted  for  the  iv  iii  and  Pridie 
Idus  NoxTmbres"  :  Nov.  10 — 12  inclusive.  All  these  dates 
are  consistent,  according  to  the  ciilendar  as  it  stood  at  the 
time.  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  Anicins  took  the 
deld  earlier  than  iEmilius  Paullus  had  doue>;   and  as  the 


INn.  nil. 
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campaign  in  Illvricum  took  up  30  d&y&J,  twice  the  time  of 
that  in  ftfocedonin,  his  legnti  would  arrive  nt  Jton>e,  An- 
nouncing ite  aucccsaful  tcrmiiiHtion,  so  much  Inter  than  those 
of  Paalluv. 


vii.  Oh  the  tovr  o/JBmilioa  Paultus  in  Greece,  B.C.  168; 
and  on  the  date  ofhw  (lamca,  B.  C.  167. 


I; .. 

^b.  C.  168,  and  of  the  first  half  of  B.  C.  167,  (^milius  Pnullns' 
^proconsnlar  rather  than  his  conaular  year,)  the  most  interest- 
ing arc  hia  tour  in  Greece,  B.  C.  lGb< ;  and  the  games  which 
be  celebrated  at  Amphipolis,  in  B,  C.  167.     OF  each  of  these 
in  its  turn. 

The  tour  was  begun  in  the  autumn  of  B.C.   168 j    Au- 
ctunini  fere  tcmpua  erat" :  and  from  the  time  of  the  aurrcndry 
of  Perseus'"  the  army  had  been  already  disposed  in  winter 
quarters'^;  the  date  of  which  aurrcndry  may  be  conjectured, 
from  the  fact  that  the  consul'H  letters,  announcing  that  la»t 
piece  of  news  from  the  seat  of  war,  were  received  at  Rome** 
only  juat  before  the  comitia  of  the  yeiir  <^ ;  very  probably  not 
long  before  the  Kalendn  of  January  October  15,  the  close  of 
the  cenaorian  term  of  office,  of  which  mc  had  occasion  to 
apeak  auprar     These  letters  of  Paullus  then  were  probably 
wnt  in  the  latter  half  of  September.    The  army  consequently 
vould  go  into  winter  quarters  about  the  autumnal  equinox. 
In  tlie  consul's  aheeuce,  C.  Sulpieius  Gallus  (the  astronomi- 
cal tribune  uf  that  name  no  doubt)  was  appointed  to  com- 
mand it  K.    The  tour  then  would  not  begin  before  the  autum- 
L^al   equinox.     Q.  Maximus,  the   consuFs   son,  one  of  his 
^■cgates  to  Rome  on  the  former  occasion,  Iisd  rctunietl  before 
^Bt  was  undertakenK ;  and  that  might  well  be  the  case  hy  the 
end  of  September. 
The  first  phice  which  he  visited  was  Delphi :  and  he  again 
^kfTcrcd  sacrifice  there^;  hut  nothing  is  said  about  Ids  consult- 
^Rng  the  oracle  also.     We  should  conjecture  that  be  was  pro- 


"  Liry,  iJtv.  }!.    KHUDpiiu,  iv.  3. 

U*j.  xti-  ij,  ig.    3*,  3.1.     Pin- 
Urdi,  Viift,  utriii. 


•  Llrr,  xir.  17. 
e  IbbL  9. 


«   IbUl.  14.  15. 

'  P«gf  150.    Cf.  U»7,  ilr,  15. 

<i   tbid.      Polylriiu,   xxi.    15.     Flu- 
k  lUd.  5-8.  Umh,  VltA.  RxvUl. 


4  Ibid.  13. 
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h*\s\y  there  on  this  Hecoad  occwion  between  thu  Ist  aiid  tbe 
7th  of  the  xth  mooth,  September  23  and  29.  The  uniue  of 
this  was  WnoTpuitioi  f  aud  from  tlmt  inuiilh  forwanl  to  the 
end  of  the  Delphian  yeitr  the  oracle  waa  reckoned  to  be  shut : 
tlioiigli  that  Hiiiild  Ik:  iiu  reason  whv  aaerlBce  to  the  JJelpbian 
Apolto  might  not  be  ott'eri>d  on  the  spot  any  time  in  thoee 
three  months.  The  ixth  month,  August  25 — Sept.  23,  vould 
probably  be  too  early  ;  the  xtth,  October  23  to  Not.  21, 
would  probably  be  ao  much  too  late. 

A  vuit  to  Athuuai,  and  PauUus'  «acn(iclng  there  to  Miners 
iroXtoi/\u^-,  are  next  meutioued  bt^fore  bis  departure  to  Corinth''. 
But  no  allusion  occurs  to  the  mysteries ;  from  ^Yhich  we  may 
infer  that  those  of  this  year  were  over  before  he  camo  to 
Athens.  In  fact  the  firHt  of  IJoi-dromiou  this  year  fell  on 
Sept.  8,  and  the  mysteries  Sept.  21-29 ;  irheu  Faullus  vas 
probably  at  Delphi. 

When  the  tour  was  just  over,  and  he  was  returning  to 
Denietrias,  (where  he  appears  to  have  passed  the  wtuterj)  a 
complalut  was  iiiride  to  him  by  the  .^toliaiis,  or  by  »omc 
part  of  them,  respecting  certain  acts  of  violence  lately  com- 
mitted towards  them  by  Lyciscus  and  Tisippus,  heads  of  the 
party  among  them  which  had  espou.'tcd  the  cause  of  the  Ro- 
mans iu  the  lute  war  with  Perseus ;  iii  which  acts  too  they 
had  been  abetted  by  tlie  Roman  Fr3cfectu»  claasiij  Bajbiugl, 
This  complaint  was  certaiuly  later  tiian  the  iiigreso  of  the 
J?;tolian  year:  October  t  B.  C.  168. 

It  WHS  jirnviously  nientiomKl  by  Livy"'  thai,  u])on  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  last  dcnpatchi's  from  ^V.miliu»,  a  council  of  ten 
was  deputed  to  Macedonia,  which  was  to  assist  him  in  the  final 
settlement  of  the  aflairs  of  that  country.  Not  however  be- 
fore the  tugress  of  the  next  consular  year,  the  Idea  of  March 
U.  C.  587  Dec.  24  B.  C.  163.  The  arrival  of  these  coiainis- 
sioners  wan  lumoimced  to  PnuUiis  while  la;  was  still  at  Dome- 
triaa";  and  he  went  himself  to  Apollonia  to  meet  them. 
The}'  would  probably  airive  at  Apollonia  about  the  same 
lime  this  year  as  be  had  done  the  year  before;  or  not  much 
earlier:    that  is,  iu  May  B.  C.  167.     The  Achsean  year,  at 
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least,  appean  to  have  commenced  before  their  arriTnlo ;  and 
that  would  not  be  the  case  before  April  28. 

To  go  however  &om  Amphipolis  to  Apollonia  and  to  come 
back  from  thence  in  company  with  this  commission  wonld 
probably  require  the  best  part  of  a  months:  so  that  the 
settlement  of  Macedonia  and  other  preliminaries  ai^er  this 
return  to  Amphipolis  could  not  well  be  over  before  the  month 
of  June  or  July  the  same  year.  It  is  after  all  these  things 
only  that  the  account  of  the  games  of  Paullus  comes  in^. 
For  these  games  he  had  been  making  preparations  all  the 
time  that  he  was  engaged  on  his  tour.  It  is  here  to  be  ob- 
served that  B.C.  168  was  an  Olympic  year,  Olymp.  cliii.  1 ; 
but  the  stated  date  of  the  games  that  year  was  July  20—25  : 
a  month  after  Pydna,  and  a  part  of  the  year  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  which  we  have  no  account  in  Livy.  It  is  clear  from 
the  context  of  the  narrative  hitherto  that  Paullus  was  select- 
ing for  his  games  the  last  half  of  this  first  year  of  Olympiad 
cliii.  1,  the  first  half  of  B.  C.  167 ;  and  we  may  observe  that 
the  first  year  of  the  Olympic  cycle  is  precisely  that  one  in 
which  none  of  the  rest  of  the  games  of  the  fle/ifoSos,  as  it  was 
called,  the  Pythian,  Isthmian^  or  Nemean,  whether  in  the 
summer  or  in  the  spring,  would  also  be  in  course ;  and 
therefore  likely  to  interfere  with  these  of  the  Roman  pro- 
consul. 

As  to  their  date ;  it  is  not  improbable  that  they  might  be 
celebrated  on  the  anniversary  of  Pydna,  June  22,  B.  C.  167 ; 
but  we  think  it  still  more  probable  that,  being  intended  in 
imitation  of  the  Olympic  games,  they  were  celebrated  at  the 
same  time  in  this  second  year  of  the  cycle  as  the  Olympia 
usually  were  in  the  first :  and  that,  in  conformity  to  the 
Olympic  rule  and  the  Olympic  calendar,  B.  C.  167,  would  be 
July  10-15.  There  is  nothing  to  object  to  this  date  from 
the  course  of  subsequent  events.  The  march  from  Amphi- 
polis to  Passaro  in  Epirus,  after  the  games  were  over,  took 
up  only  twenty-one  days,  and  the  direption  of  lUyricum  only 
two  more''.    Paullus'  triumph  was  celebrated  at  last  September 

"■  xIt.  31.    Polybins,  xxi.  lo.  $  .1-8.  ^  Livy,  xlv.  33.  34.     Polybiiw,  «x. 

11.                               f  Cf.  xIt.  33.  15.  t  5.    Appiw,  Illyhca,  ^.    Pliny, 

1  xlv.  J9-33  :  Epitome,  H.  Plu-  H.N.  iv.  17.  p.  88.  Eatropiws,  w.  4. 
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2-4;  to  the  first  of  which  dates  from  July  15  the  lost  day  of 
the  games  there  would  still  be  -1^  daTs,  for  (he  traoMcUou  of 
iuterniediate  events. 


vjii.  On  the  tiates  of  the  TViumphE  of  MjoSWm^.  Octavius,  a»d 
Aniciua  B.  C.  167,  reaptetively. 

There  are  yet  other  proofs  of  the  truth  of  our  calendar  for 
the  remainder  of  thin  itccoiid  cycle,  B.C.  IGd— Hll,  which 
might  he  iiroduced,  if  necessary.  But  we  may  very  well  dis- 
pense with  any  more. 

We  will  observe  only  that  the  date  of  Paulina'  triumph 
and  of  that  of  Octa^Hus,  arising  out  of  this  Macedonian  war, 
18  extnut  iu  the  Fasti  Triuiupbates,  as  well  as  in  Livy^ ;  both 
in  the  same  year  of  the  city,  which  began  Kalendas  Jimuarins 
U.C.  587.  October  15  B.C.  168,  Nundinal  Char.  5:  the 
former  proconaulc,  \v  iii  and  Pridie  Kaiendas  Deccmbrcs, 
Sept.  2,  3,  4  B.C.  167  j  the  latter  proprtDtorc,  Kalcndis  De- 
cembribiis,  Sept.  5,  the  day  after  Paullus*.  The  last  day  of 
PaulluB'  triumph  was  Nundina].  Bat  it  did  not  begin  on  a 
Nundinal  day. 

There  was  a  third  triumph  arising  out  of  the  military  pro* 
ceedings  of  B.  C.  16S  also;  that  of  L.  Anicius  Oallua,  for  the 
aucccHsoH  in  Illyriciini,  pi'0])r!ftore  too:  and  this  was  cele- 
brated on  the  Quiriiialia'  Merkedonius  16  (the  year  being 
intercalary)  U.C.  588,  December  10  B.C.  167;  consequently 
in  a  different  year  of  the  city  from  the  other  two,  though  still 
in  the  same  consular  year.  Neither  did  this  triumph  fall  oa 
a  Nnndinal  day. 

That  this  year  waa  intercalated,  nud  in  the  usual  place, 
Postridiu  Tcrmiualia,  was  attested  by  Liry  "  ;  about  the  time 
too  of  the  comitia  when  C.  Sulpicius  Oallus  M.  Claudius 
Marcelkis,  who  represent  U.C.  588  in  the  Fasti,  B. C.  167 — 
l66,  were  elected  consuls''.  The  same  fact  is  ascertained  of 
the  next  year,  U.C.  589  B.  C.  166—165,  by  the  dates  of  the 
triumphs  of  these  consuls ;  which  though  wanting  in  Livy 
are  extant  iu  the  Fasti":  one  of  them,  Marcellus',  most  pro- 
before  the  inturcalarv  month :   the  other. 


bably 


•  Vol.  U.  87.  No.  luudr.  i.  U.    Liry, 

»>'.35-4«.  i6- 11-  'S- 

(  Urj,  xlr.  43.     Vol.  a  87.    No. 


Sulpici 


Uzxiv.  iii. 

n  Hi*.  44.  Of.  PblyWtBS,  xxx.  16.  1;. 
w  Vol.  U.  »8.    No.  Ijtnv.  U. 


cH.  I.  B.  15.  Irregviar  Calendar,  Cycle'u.  B.C.  184— 161.  167 

X  Kalendas  Martias,  Merkedonius  20,  Dec.  26  B.  C.  166: 
and  this  too  fell  clear  of  the  Nundinal  day. 

We  must  not  be  surprized  to  see  several  intercalary  years 
in  succession  about  this  time.  We  have  proof  to  produce 
that  U.  C.  601  the  Kalends  of  January  were  falling  Dec.  28 
B.  C.  154 :  and  if  B.  C.  169  they  were  falling  on  October  2, 
as  is  proved  by  the  eclipse  before  Pydna,  it  is  self-evident 
that  from  B.  C.  169  to  B.C.  154  they  must  have  mounted 
upwards  at  a  rapid  rate.  And  that  would  imply  a  frequent 
use  of  the  intercalaiy  month  in  the  course  of  these  fifteen 
years. 


DISSERTATION  XV. 

Oti  the  Verifaition  of  the  Irregular  Roman  CaJendar. 
Cycle  iii. 


CHAPTER   I. 


Sbctiok  I. — Irregular  CaUndar,  Cycle  iii.  8.378  days. 
U.  C.  601  Varr.  600  Cap.  598  Polyb.  B.  C.  154-153- 

Q.  FuiviuB  Xobilior 
T.  AnniuH  Lusciu. 


Kalentln'  JunutLrio?  Dec.  3^  B.  C.  154.  Nundinal  Char.  3. 

As  the  first  thingr  which  wc  propose  to  do  in  illnRtntion  and 
confirmation  of  the  third  cycle  of  the  irregular  calendar;  we 
iiIihII  proceed  to  Iny  before  the  reader  the  proof  of  the  Assertion 
j list  now  made;  m.That  B.C.  154,  in  the  ftth  year  of  thi»  cycle, 
the  Kalends  of  January  had  got  up  to  December2B:  wliicti  was 
only  oue  day  behind  December  29  the  stated  epoch  of  the  same 
KalendH  in  thu  first  year  of  the  regular  cycle  of  the  calendar, 
the  Decemviral.  Of  this  fact  the  demonatration  vhich  we 
have  to  offer  is  singularly  curious  and  interesting ;  mod  not 
the  less  so  liccauBC  it  is  new,  and  such  as  has  hitherto  escaped, 
the  learned.  And  wc  may  add  that  it  is  not  more  curious 
and  interesting  than  conclusive  and  satisfactory. 

i.  Oh  the  tutrological  calcutation  of  the  date  (ff  the  Foundation 
({/■  Rome  by  L.  Tarotins.     Testimonies. 
The  attempt  which  was  made  to  solve  the  problem  of  the 
dntcof  the  birth  of  Romulus  and  ufthe  date  of  the  foimda- 


■  en. 1 . 

LlUD  of  Rome  on  the  principles  of  the  judicial  nstrologr  of 
^Btiqmtv  iDHBt  be  well  known  to  all  who  have  read  Pln- 
tarcb's  Life  of  Romulus.  The  person  who  proposed  this 
problfiu  for  solution  wiis  the  li-arned  Varro;  the  pursun  who 
undertook  to  solve  it  whs  L.  Tnrutius,  or  Torrntius,  Firnia- 
Dus,  a  coutcroporary  and  friend  of  his  n.s  trell  as  of  Cicero 
and  his  brother  Quinctins.  Tarutius  is  one  of  the  authors 
qnoted  hy  Pliny*;  and  he  too  give*  him  an  high  cliarncter 
for  bi«  proficiency  iu  avtrology  (which  at  this  time  nieaixt 
aatJroDomy)  and  in  »uch  CBlculatious  as  these:  Mathematicui 
^m^biliaumus  qui  Gnece  dc  astriu  eeripait. 

^^■XtCt  us  bepn  with  producing  the  testimonies  to  this  calcu- 
lation. The  earliest  extant  either  to  the  calculation  itself  or 
to  the  result  to  which  it  led  is  Cicero's.  L.  quidcm  Taru- 
ttuK  Firmanus  familiarit)  uoster,  iu  primi«  Chaldaicis  ratl- 
onihua  eruditus,  urbis  etiam  nostra-  nntiUem  diem  repetebat 
ab  m  Parilibus  quibus  aim  a  Ilomulo  conditam  accepimus ; 
Bomamquo  in  Jugo  cum  csset  luna  natam  esse  ilicebat:  ucc 
ejus  fata  canerc  duhitabat  x. 

The  date  of  this  dialogue  was  next  to  lliat  of  the  dialngnc 
Dc  N'atura  Dcoruin ;  aud  the  date  of  that,  as  well  as  of  most  of 
tbe  Philosophica  of  Cicero  ia  general,  was  U.  C.  45  or  44,  not 
long  before  or  uot  long  after  the  death  of  tbe  Dictator  Cu!«ar'. 
The  calculatiouft  of  Tarutius  therefore  bad  come  to  be  gene- 
rally known  by  B.  C.  -iH.  It  may  ^kj  confidently  inferred 
from  this  account  of  them,  that  he  must  have  been  of  the 
common  opinion  that  Rome  was  founded  at  the  Palilia ;  that 
be  must  have  supposed  tbe  Palilia  to  have  been  in  existence 
in  the  time  of  Komulus,  aud  nothing  different  from  the  Pu- 
blia  of  his  own  time :  that  be  must  have  cast  the  nativity  of 
the  city  for  that  day,  and  found  it  to  answer  for  that  day. 
And.  though  nothing  is  here  said  about  the  ^un's  place  nt  the 
time  of  the  foundation  aud  on  this  day,  the  moon's  place  on 
the  same  day  and  at  the  same  time,  accordiuf?  to  his  calcula- 
tion, is  distinctly  attested ;  and  is  set  forth  as  some  day 
when  the  moou  was  in  the  Scales,  (Jugum.  Zvyof,)  or  Libra. 


a  Ml  Libr.  ariii,         T  De  lUvinalioiu,  U.  47,9?*.         •  If.  1.4,  8:  u.  1-1. 
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ii.  The  next  testimony  in  point  of  time  would  be  that  of 

Momlius. 

Hnpcimv  Eua  Ubn  tcnot.  qua  coudiu  Roma 
Urbi^  in  impcrio  rctinct  discrimina  rcnim, 
Lamcibus  et  [weitis  fjjeules  tollitve  premilve, 
Et  propriia  frEcnat  pradenteoi  nutibiiB  orbem  : 
Qui  geuiiuB  cum  fntre  Hemiu  hanc  contUdit  orbem  *. 


The  foundation  of  Home  in  Libra  appears  to  be  asserted  here 
too ;  and  as  Tanitius  vsu*  certainly  older  than  Maniliua,  and 
according  to  Cicero  determined  tlie  foundation  to  some  time 
when  the  moon  was  iu  Libra  also,  there  would  Keem  to  be 
no  reason  why  thus  much  at  least  of  the  precediug  state- 
ments should  not  be  supposed  to  have  been  founded  ulti- 
mately on  the  calculations  of  Tamtins.  And  yet,  if  Tamtiiis 
(notwithstanding  the  testimony  of  Cicero  apparently  to  the 
contrary)  did  not  date  the  foundation  even  when  the  moon 
was  in  Libra,  this  statement  of  Mauilius  also  may  have  been 
entirely  independent  of  his  calculations.  The  apparent  iofer- 
eace  from  the  above  [lussagc  is  that  the  city  was  founded 
when  the  sun  waa  in  Libra;  and  that  would  be  a  very  ditfer- 
cnt  thing  from  the  moon's  being  in  Libra  :  unless  Uic  eun  and 
the  moon  were  in  conjunction  at  the  time.  Another  opinion 
too  seems  to  he  imphcd  in  this  testimony  of  Manilius;  viz. 
Hiat  Bomulus  and  Renins  were  bom  in  Libra  :  and  that  is  an 
opiuiou  which,  as  we  shall  see  by-aod-by,  could  not  possibly 
have  been  entertained  by  Tarutius.  Upon  the  whole  there- 
fore it  is  doubtful  whether  this  passage  of  Manilius  does  not 
express  only  his  particular  opiiiion  on  these  points ;  and  not 
the  traditionary  hcHcf,  founded  on  the  supposed  rcstdts  of 
the  calculations  of  Tarutius. 

iii.  The  next  account  of  these  calculations  would  be  Plu- 
tHrch''8 ;  but  we  reserve  that  for  the  present.  The  next  to 
Plutarch's  is  Solinus's'' :  Ibi  Ilomulus  mausitavit,  qui  auspi- 
cate fuadamenta  murorum  jecit  duodevigiuti  uatns  aunos 
undecimo  Kalendas  Maias  bora  post  secundam  ante  tertiam 
plrnain ;  Mcut  Lucius  Tarruntius  prodidit,  mathcniaticorum 
nobihssimusj  Jove  in  Piscibus,  Saturno  Venere  Martc  Mer- 
curio  in  Scorpione,  Sole  iuTauro,  Luna  in  Libra,  constitutia, 

•  Astrononica,  ir.  773.  ^  VoijtiMot,  i.  18. 
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■    Here  we  have  mnny  astronomical  characters  of  tlie  time  in 

question,  nil  specified  on  the  same  nuthority  of  Tanitius ;  the 

hDOst  important  of  -nliicH  for  our  purpose  arc  the  two  lost,  the 

Esuu^s  being  iu  Tatirtis,  and  the  moon's  being  in  Libra.     Aud 

'  U  iiiK  last  criterion  of  the  timCj  and  as  su  tlelermined,  is  in 

tmison  with  Cicero's  statement  concerning  the  place  of  the 

moon  on  the  sarac  authority  ;  it  is  so  far  an  argument  that 

the  plnce  of  the  sun,  as  here  specified  also,  is  agreeable  to 

the  same  calculations ;    and   is   such   as  Tarutius   actually 

made  it. 

iv.  The  testimony  of  Joannes  Lydus  is  the  next  which  is 
found  on  record  after  that  of  Suhuus.  'Pwp.v\o«  hi  grCCei  rriv 
'PtifiTjV  r^  vplt  hexa  fiias  Ka\avbiov  Matov,  xara  to  rptrov  (fro^) 
TTJs  lnTifs  ('OAv^iWuidoe) ,  q  is  trtpoi  Kara  to  htvrtpov  rffj  6yhont' 
if  a  &pa  Tffi  -Kt^Acwr  &pa  tifvr4pa  itpit  Tpinjs,  «t  Tap/>ovT(os  i 
fia^rtiiartKot  «:or*(r7-»ipif»r,'ll\foi/  }iiii  TaiJpy,  ieAqi'fS  d<  riapfl^ry, 
Kpovov  bi  Ziryy,  Atos  8«  A^om,  'Apfos  ZwyuJ,  'A^^ofltnjs  Tai/py, 
*Epnov  Kpuf*^.  And  though  this  testimony  is  the  latest  in 
point  of  time  which  is  any  where  extant,  so  far  as  we  know, 
and  though  it  differs  in  some  of  its  particulars  from  that  of 
SoKnns  last  quoted  ;  wd  arc  strongly  inclined  to  believe  that 
it  contains  the  most  correct  account  of  the  actual  calculations 
of  Tarutius  :  and  it  certainly  alleges  uothing  which  is  not 
distinctly  attributed  to  him.  The  time  of  the  day  is  repre- 
sented here  in  the  same  manner  as  by  Soliuus.  The  son^s 
place  here  too  as  well  as  in  SolinuH  is  in  Taurus.  The  places 
of  the  planets  are  differently  represented  here  from  what 
tbey  were  in  Solinus :  and  the  moon  is  set  forth  as  in  Virgo ; 
in  Solinus  as  in  Libra.  Now  calculation,  as  we  shall  see 
by-and-by,  ascertains  that  on  the  day  iu  question  aud  at  tho 
time  of  the  day  in  question,  the  former  must  actually  have 
been  the  ease;  but  not  the  latter.  Unless  therefore  Tarutius 
made  a  miHtake  in  his  calculation  of  the  moon'n  place  on 
thia  occasion,  he  must  have  determined  it  to  Virgo  not  to 
^ibra.  For  this  reason  more  particularly  we  incline  to  the 
■conclusion  that  Lydus'  account  of  his  calculations  is  the 
most  authentic  aud  the  most  correct.  Thus  much  however 
we  may  infer  from  the  comparison  of  these  several  tcatimo- 
-oics :  viz.  tliut  Tarutiua  cast  the  Nativity,  that  is  dated  the 
I  <IHll«a^u,  L  14.  p.  7. 
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Foundation,  of  the  city  on  the  PaliUe ;  and  the  Palilia  for 
the  time  being  on  some  Hnjr  wheu  the  sun  was  in  Tnnnw. 
Now  the  suu's  being  in  T&utuh  is  an  iufnlliblc  criterion  of 
the  spnn^.  It  must  be  certain  therefore  that  Tarutius  dated 
the  fouudatiou  in  the  spring. 

Let  us  then  in  the  last  place  produce  the  nccount  of  these 
sauie  ciikulattons,  and  of  the  rctiu)t$  to  which  they  led,  vliick 
Plutarch  also  has  given ''. 

^E(i  te  rah  Kara  OvApfnava  rot-  ^iAoitd^ov  x/'^'"^'  &v6pa  'p4w- 
futuur  ii'  [(TTopla  /Ki^XiandiruTur  ^v  Tapourws  tTatftoi  ovtoH,  tfn\0' 
<roi)>os  iJ^f  6X\<as  koI  fut^iffutriKu;,  itur^jMivs  H  ml  ri'js  sfpi  rip 
vlifOKa  ti(06&ov  Oftiipta-t  (I'iKa,  Kai  6oKau  Ip  ai-nj  r.fptTToi  cirat. 
roifT<^  7:(toC^akhiv  6  ("ivifipajv  ivayayitv  rjjf  'Puifiv\ov  yivtaw  t\s 
Tjfidpav  Koi  apav,  ix  rSie  Xtyofiti'dtp  d'nurfAcir^rwf  V(/il  tod  Sii'Zpa 
■noitjirufxtiov  Till'  fmAAoyiiT/jtor,  ajoistji  al  rii*  yfwfirrfXKtaf  infiT)' 
yoCj'Tat  TTpo^Aij^irtTftij.'  araKvirti.'i  rijv  yap  aurfit  Oaapiat  tivat 
Xfiivov  Tt  \a$6i'Tai  iiBpuiov  ytviata*^  ^(o»  ■spotmtlB  rcU  ^If 
ioOiiTi  $rif}tvuai  \{}6pov. 

'E^rnLrjcrcf  ovi'  to  -pt>ara\div  6  Ta/xii/riOEi  ical  rd  Tl  sidi}  Aol 
T<i  tpya  ToO  iftfjiK  iindimf,  icol  \pSi>op  fuqs  jcat  Tp&nov  TfAfur^e 
mu  iTiiiTa  rh  ToiavTa  awdfls  tZ  fliXa  rtdappHKOTtn  Kol  ii'iptiut 
&ict4'^paTo  r^]l'  iiii'  ii>  rfj  /i^Tfil  Toi;  '  ViiiiJ.v\ov  yfyovii-oi  trCWri^ut 
trti  vptarif  771%  l>€vT4pa%  *(>Aw/*iruiftos  ip  /"ji"*  icar'  AlytntrUmt 
Xotax,  Tpirg  nal  tiKabi  TpCrTjt  upai,  koO'  qv  o  tjAio(  i^lKvat  irojv 
TtAwf  TT(|i  6'  ifiifiai'ij  yii'taiv  iv  }U)vl&lS  'V^/^?  ~P^^I  l^  tuta^ 
vtp'i  ijMov  dearoAdr.  KT^lT^j)Dal  bi  Tf|v  "I'tufiiji'  in:  airrov  t^  ipdr^ 
•fropftovfll  ^ifi'WB  Unaiiivuv  fura^  Itvripai  utpas  ical  TpCnfS.  ItnX 
KOL  TtdXtas  Tv\riv  (StTTTfp  iv6p(avov  KVpLOv  Ix^tv  oCoin-at  )^pivov^  Ik 
Tij!  Tipiirijy  ye^•tac^ai  irpo^  rir  t&p  irrr^puv  iT!0)^ai  Bfttpoiftevov. 

Notr  it  admits  of  proof  that  this  representation  aUo  of  the 
calculations  in  question  is  coiitiistcnt  with  it»clf.  and  Mith  the 
rcpicscntationa  of  the  same  things  which  h«ve  been  just  pro- 
ducett  before  it ;  iu  all  respects  but  one. 

In  the  first  place,  the  conception  of  Romulus  is  here  dated 
01.  ti.  1 ;  and  that  would  answer  to  J).  C  772,  any  time 
altout  inidHUiuiner.  It  is  dated  alAo  on  the  23rd  of  the 
Egyptian  Cha-iu'  recltoned  from  midnight.  .Erii  Cyclica 
3235,  it  will  be  seen  from  our  Tables  that  the  Nnbonassarian 
Tboth  reckoned  from  midnight  wa.t  falling  on  March  4  at 
*  ttAtuuliu,  rii. 
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niiduight  B.  C.  773 ;  autl  therefore  the  NaboDMsariaD  Choeflu 
23,  at  midoiglit,  oa  June  21  nt  niidDigbt.    It  Hcems  too  thnt, 
Bgreenbly  to  the  common  tradition  ami  the  common  beUcf  to 
that   offect,  (for  which   as  wc   have  seon*'   there  was  good 
nauadatiou  in  the  matter  of  fnct,)  Tarutius  dnted  the  concep- 
tion in  the  iiiidsl  of  n  nolar  eclipse  ;  and  that  Ue  Ciilcnlatcd  an 
eclipse  of  this  kind  for  this  assumed  day  of  the  conception, 
Cliccac  33  01.  ii.  I,  at  the  third  liour  of  the  day :  whicli  wai 
total,     Now  this  Egyptian  date  as  ni;  have  seen  coincided 
with  June  24  U.C.  "72  ;  and  on  June  21  li.  C.  772  the  Tables 
lof  I'ingr^  also  shew  an  eclipse  of  the  sun,  at  10.15  a.  m.  for 
phe  meridian  of  Paris  :    the  true  time  of  which,  if  calculated 
Hlfresli,  would    probably  turn   out  to  be  somewhat  earlier. 
h*his  must  have  been  Tarutius'  ucliptte ;    the  eclipse  of  Chmac 
^3  at  the  third  hour  of  the  day.  which  for  that  season  of  the 
year  would  be  aiwut  8.15  a.  m.:  the  eclipse  at  the  conceptioa 
of  Runmlus.     So  far  then  hia  calciilntions  would  seem  to 
baTo  been  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  matter  of  fact,  and  to 
,tbe  testimony  of  modem  astronomy  itself;    and  even,  if  we 
homider  the  circumstances  under  which  they  were  made, 
surprisingly  accurate. 

Tlie  conception  then  having  tliua  been  dated  Cho^ac  23 

JExA  Cyc.  3235.  June  2t  B.  C.  772  ;  the  birth,  determined  to 

Thotli  21  at  sunrise,  as  the  necessity  of  the  ease  implies,  must 

Hbtd  been  dated  Tlioth  21  at  sunrise  /Krn  Cyclicn  323fi ;  i.  e. 

March  2^t  at  sunrise  (circa  C  a.  si.  mean  time)  B.  C.  771 :  and 

that  would  be  just  273  duys  coni|)lctc  after  the  supposed  date 

of  the  conception,  June  2-1  at  the  third  hour,  the  year  before ; 

■n  assumption  of  the  length  of  the  interval,  between  the  con- 

Ipeption  and  the  birth  in  a  given  instance,  which  would  come 

within  the  boundn  of  possibility,  nnd  the  limits  prescribed  by 

the  Iaw8  of  nature  themselves''. 

I     It  follows  too  from  these  asjtumptions  that,  if  Tarutius 

r<Uled  the  birth  of  Ilomulus  on  the  2Ist  of  Tliotb  (the  Nabo- 

nassariau  Tbolh  j  AiTn.  Cyclica  323C,  be  must  have  dated  this 

birth  at  that  time  lu  the  uatund  year  when  the  sun  according 

to  the  lusumptions  of  the  rime  was  in  Aries.    It  is  observable 

tiat  the  Juliiui  riate  of  the  Slst  of  the  Nabonassarian  Thoth, 

Mm  Tyclica  3236.  was  March  24  B.  C.  771 ;  and  March  24 

\  '  Vol.  1.  316  M|4.  •  Nm>  Ibid. 
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in  the  sphere  of  Mazzaroth  at  this  time  was  thr  stated  date 
of  the  first  of  Krion  s ;  i.  c.  of  the  entrance  of  the  sun  in  that 
sphere  into  the  first  flegree  of  Aries.  The  tropical  sphere  of 
the  same  cimchj  combined  with  this  sphere  of  Mazxaroth, 
was  laid  down  in  ucUiris  jturlibtui ;  and  the  mean  lenxal  equi- 
nox, B.C.  771,  iu  terms  uf  tliu  sphere  of  MsEzaruth  would  be 
assumed  to  bear  date  March  31.  These  distinctions  were 
probably  known  to  Tarutin.4  at  the  time  when  ho  made  his 
calculations.  It  muttt  follow  from  them  that,  if  he  dated 
the  birth  of  Romulus  at  lust  on  March  2'!  B.  C.  771,  be 
dated  it  at  that  season  of  the  natural  year  when  the  sun  waa 
on  the  point  of  leaving  the  sign  of  Pisces,  and  on  the  point  of 
catering  the  aign  of  Aries;  when  in  fact  it  roust  have  been 
aupposfid  to  be  in  the  24th  degree  of  Pisces:  the  35ith 
degree  of  the  tropical  sphere,  hut  tho  first  de{;ree  of  Aries  or 
Krion  iu  the  sphere  of  Mazsaroth.  And  this  too  as  we  have 
•oenli  was  only  agreeable  to  the  oldest  and  beat  authenticated 
tradition  on  that  point;  and  (as  we  may  add)  even  to  the 
matter  of  facf^.  Tarutiua  at  least  could  have  known  of  no 
opinion  which  dated  the  birth  of  Konmlus  when  the  sun  was 
iu  Libra;  or  of  uouu  which  he  considered  to  be  entitled  to 
any  authority. 

It  is  clear  too  from  this  date  of  the  birth  of  Romulus, 
Thoth  21  of  Nabonassar,  .Era  Cycliea  3236,  March  2-t  R.  C- 
771,  that  if  he  adopted  the  traditionary  account  of  the  age  of 
Romulus  at  the  time  of  the  foundation  of  the  city,  viz.  18  or 
19  years*,  he  must  also  have  adopted  the  Varrouian  date  of 
the  Foundation,  R.  ('.  7!i3.  For  if  Romulus  was  born  Thoth 
21  Mra  Cycliea  S236,  March  24  B.  C-  771,  he  would  be  18 
complete  on  Thoth  21  JEra  Cycliea  3254,  March  19  B.  C.  753 ; 
and  actually  in  his  I9th  year  at  the  date  of  the  Foundation, 
the  Palilia  the  same  year,  according  to  Varro.  For  the  date 
of  these  Falilia  on  any  assumption  must  have  been  later  thau 
March  19 ;  and  by  Tarutius,  as  we  shall  s<!0  by  and  by,  w»a 
BUp[K)aed  to  be  May  6,  4H  days  Inter.  Nor  is  it  prot)able  a 
priori  or  even  conceivable  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
caac  that  Tarntius'  date  of  the  Foundation  could  have  been 
different  from  Varro's.  The  problem  which  he  was  under- 
taking to  solve  bad  been  proposed  to  him  by  Vurro ;  nor  con 

■  Smi  imrFuti  CkUialici,  iii.  ,(05.         Ii  Vol.  i,  ja6«(|<|.         >  Ibii).  uid  p.  1 4. 
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there  be  any  doubt  that  iu  submitting  it  tu  liim  for  solutioD 
Yarro  expected  to  confirm  bis  own  date  of  the  Foundation : 
aod  tliat  in  fact  even  the  VarrouJan  date  of  the  Foundation 
rested  at  bottom  on  the  recults  supplied  by  this  uilnilatiun; 
or  at  least,  even  if  othem-ise  obtained  and  otherwtEic  con- 
firmed, it  was  supposed  to  have  been  authentieated  and  placed 
out  of  doubt  by  this  calculation  1". 

Naw,  as  the  NnbouaKsarian  Thoth  ^ra  Cyclica  32j>4  fell 
on  February  28  U.  C  753  (both  rt^koncd  frura  midnight), 
the  first  of  Pharmuthi  the  same  year  must  have  fallen  on 
September  25  at  midnight;  and  consequently  the  ninth  of 
Pharmuthi  on  Octoljcr  3  at  midaiglit.  If  then  Plutarch  was 
correct  in  what  he  proceeded  to  state  next ;  viz-  that  Tarutius 
dated  the  Foundatiuu  uu  Phanuuthi  ^,  and  iu  the  Varroniaa 
fear  of  the  Foundation,  It.  V..  753,  it  must  Ibllow  that  he 
dated  tlic  Foundation  on  October  3  il.  C.  753.  And  it  must 
folio*  from  that  fact  too  that  he  dated  tlie  Palilia,  in  the 
Tear  of  the  Foundation,  on  October  3  ;  for  we  hare  had  the 
express  testimony  of  Cicero  that  he  certainly  dated  the 
Foundation  on  the  Palilia.  It  will  follow  from  this  fact  too 
that  he  must  have  reckoned  the  Palilia  to  have  been  a  feast 
of  the  autumn  of  the  natural  year :  uot  of  the  spring,  [t  is 
certain  however  that  the  Roman  Pabliu  are  no  where  in  anti- 
qnity  represeutcd  as  a  feast  of  the  autumn  ;  and  not  of  the 
spring.  Or  whatsoever  others  might  have  thought  on  that 
point,  it  is  clear  that  Tarutius  could  not  have  been  of  the 
same  opinion.  For  he  dated  the  Foundation  on  the  Palilia, 
and  yet  when  the  sun  was  in  Taurus.  Consequently  he  dated 
the  I'alilia  in  the  spring'*'. 

There  Is  certainly  a.  griosa  eniani  id  Senriu),  aii  Gmrgirs  i.  34,  which 
sMRMto  fonneot.thc  oktivilyof  Kome  with  Scoqiio:  IileoAitgusto  merito 
jnxUi  Scorpioaem  locura  luIuKnat,  (|uiu  Eidiu  hoc  eupra  Rotoajn  posilum 
creditur.  But  tbU  does  not  nccrs&unly  prove  that  tlie  dty  wu  founded 
wIkd  Uie  «un  wae  in  Scor)>io ;  only  that  for  lome  reuou  or  utber  the  city 
wiu  onder  die  lupcct,  under  tbe  iDdiicnct,  or  under  tho  tutela,  of  .Scor[HO. 
And  tlut  might  be  accoantcd  for  bcrnusp  i^corpio  was  the  bauw  or  dumi- 
cilc  of  Man,  the  f»tbrr  of  Rotnuliix,  nnd  Ihr  pntnm  of  the  city ;  and  be- 
eaon  tho  planet  Man  ittirlf,  uccordiu{{  to  uiie  uf  the  accounts  quoted  nuprs, 
was  actually  in  Scorpio  at  the  time  of  lh«  Foundation.  There  tnigbt  be  a 
dtftwace  of  opinion  mpecting  the  tintc  uf  tlie  yrar  at  which  Romulut  wns 
*  a.  VoU  i.  .y 
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In  this  oae  circumstance  then  of  Plutarch's  account  of  the 
calctilntioiis  and  conclusions  of  Tnrutiim,  viz.  rhnl  he  dcter- 
niincd  llic  nativity  or  fuuiidation  of  the  city  to  the  ninth  of 
Pharmtithi  iu  the  year  in  question,  if  there  is  no  error  in  tlie 
Tending  of  his  test  at  present,  there  must  be  some  misitatc- 
mcnt  of  hisi  own ;  aome  misapprehension  of  thi-t  one  of  the 
actual  conclusions  of  Tanitins,  which  led  him  to  represent  it 
amiss.  For  that  Tarutius  could  not  ponsibly  have  dated 
the  foundation  on  Pharmuthi  9,  if  that  day  coincided  nitfa 
October  3  B.  C.  753,  must  he  certain ;  and  yet  that  there  is 
no  autliority  for  suspecting  the  soundness  of  the  present 
reading  of  the  text  of  Plutarch,  or  for  correcting  it  on  critical 
grounds  at  least,  is  equally  eertaiu.  It  remains  thou  to  be 
considered  whether  this  one  of  the  statements  of  Plutarch 
eon  be  explained  and  accounted  for  in  any  manner  and  on 
any  principle,  without  giving  up  the  integrity  of  his  text  on 
the  one  hand,  or  compromittin^  any  of  the  known  opinions  of 
the  most  learned  luid  best  informe<I  of  the  Romans  in  general, 
or  of  Tumtius  in  particular,  on  the  other. 

ii.  On  the  explanation  Q^Tarutius'  date  of  the  Fbundaiion,  or 
NatitTity  of  the  ('ity,  according  to  Plntarch,  Phariauthi  9. 


Preliroiuary  then  to  this  explanation  wo  begin  with  re- 
minding the  reiulur  that  one  of  the  critcrioua  of  the  gcuuiiic 
results  of  the  ealculations  of  Tarutius,  (and  perhaps  the  most 
authcntiCf  because  the  best  attested  of  all,j  is  ilm;  that  the 
moon  was  in  Virgo  at  thi;  time  of  the  Foundation.  Another, 
and,  for  any  thing  which  can  be  alleged  to  the  contrary,  an 

bom-  Matulius  UK  w  have  srca  Hceiiu  Id  hare  eiipiHjecd  it  via  ax  or 
about  the  uutumnal  equinox,  when  the  sun  wkr  ia  Libm.  Joba  Lydtts  to 
jiulge  from  bi*  fniginentH  (I>e  Mcnulms,  v.  115. 1.  4.  cf.  114.  10)  nairt 
ha^'e  dutrd  it  Kouie  lime  wheo  ihe  sun  w-oh  in  Scorpio.  But  iberc  does  not 
appctu-  lo  hftv«  l>«n  any  tiifference  reei>erling  the  time  of  the  ^-corwhen 
the  city-  w  rmiiiileH.  Kvet)  Maniliits*  teKtimony  Riijiru,  whicli  Ktrmed  to 
tlst«  llic  fuiiiidittion  in  Libra,  (ioet>  not  e;(pres»lj-  uflfimi  that:  only  dint 
Httpoiai.  tpitere  Ratoe  was  fatuiilei),  vraa  subject  Ui  Libra,  was  nnder  the 
aapect  of  Libra,  tta  being  llic  scat  of  empire,  th«  t.vAl  of  ibe  city  urhicb  wiut 
the  metropolis  of  (bo  world :  which  bdd  Ibe  scaleo  of  jioH'er  aad  emp'tro. 
Nor  ia  the  birth  of  Rumulue  iii  Libra  neceasarily  affinncd  in  thio  pas- 
Mige;  any  niure  ihun  tbr  foundation  of  tbe  city.  Only  tbat  hr  loo  wiw 
bom,  m  the  city  ww  founiird,  in  Hc«[>eria. 
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equ^j  authentic  one,  is  this  ,•  that  the  sun  was  in  Taurus  at 
the  same  time.  Laying  these  two  facts  together,  that  the 
«an  was  in  Taurus  and  tlie  moon  was  in  Virgo  on  the  same 
day,  the  day  of  the  Foundation,  aad  at  the  same  time  of  the 
day,  we  draw  from  both  in  conjunction  this  inference,  which 
every  one  must  admit  to  be  legitimately  deducible  from  such 
premises  ;  viz.  That  on  the  actual  day  of  the  Foundation,  and 
at  the  actual  time  of  the  day,  whatsoever  that  was,  according 
to  Tamtius,  the  moon's  elongation  from  the  sun  was  four 
tignM,  at  least,  and  for  aught  which  appears  to  the  contrary 
four  signs  complete  :  i.  e.  not  less  than  120  degrees.  And 
120  degrees  by  mean  lunar  motion  being  equivalent  to  nine 
days'  complete  and  part  of  a  tenth ;  it  must  follow  from  this 
&ct  too  that  on  the  day  of  the  Foundation,  according  to  Ta- 
rutiuSj  the  moon  could  not  have  been  less  than  nme  days  old. 
Having  this  datum  given,  and  that  of  the  suu's  being  in 
Taurus,  and  also  the  year  of  the  Foundation,  the  Varronian, 
B.  C.  753  J  we  have  no  difficulty  in  discovering  from  both  the 
actual  equable  or  Egyptian  date  to  which  Tarutius  must  have 
determined  the  day  of  the  Foundation. 

It  will  be  seen  from  our  General  Lunar  Tables  that  the  prin- 
cipal new  moon,  Period  xi.  Cycle  xii.  3,  bore  date  March  28 
at  midnight  6.  C.  753 ;  and  the  next  to  that  April  26  at  mid- 
night. That  this  would  he  substantially  correct  might  be 
collected  from  the  solar  eclipse  the  same  year,  Nov.  18  at 
8.45  p.  H.  Paris.  But  in  order  to  place  it  out  of  question  we 
have  thought  it  best  to  calculate  the  new  moon  of  April  for 
this  year  from  our  own  Tables ;  and  IiaTing  done  so  we  have 
found  as  follows. 

li.      Ilk    n. 
-  B.  C.  753.  mean  new  moon,  April  26  10    6  28  mean  time  Greenwich 

April  26  10  sCi  17  mean  time  Rome 


True  new  moon,  April  26  18  24  36  mean  time  Greenwich 
April  36  19  14  35  mean  time  Rome. 

It  is  manifest  then  that  the  10th  luna  of  this  moon  %vould 
be  complete,  and  the  11th  would  begin  to  he  current.  May  (> 
at  19h.  14m.  25s.  from  midnight  for  the  meridian  of  Home; 
or  that,  lyclically  reckoned  from  April  27th  at  midnight,  the 
lOtb  moon  itself  would  begin  to  be  current  May  6  at  mid>- 
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night.  Kovp  if  tlie  firat  of  the  Nnbouassarian  Thotb  the 
same  year  (^ra  Cyclica  3254)  fell  on  Fcbroary  28  »t  nrnl- 
night :  the  first  of  the  KabonASftAiian  Athrr  wonid  fall  on 
April  28  at  midnight ;  aud  the  uiuth  of  the  Kabonruwtrinn 
AtK}T  on  May  G  at  niidnight.  It  follo^Ts  that  the  9th  of  the 
Naboaaasariau  Alhyr,  Mta  Cyclica  3254,  coiucided  witb  the 
10th  luna  of  the  raoon  of  April,  B.C.  753,  reckoned  frooi 
midniglit,  and  itire  verm  ;  as  both  did  with  May  r>,  reckoned 
from  miiliiighi,  the  same  year  also.  It  follows  too  that, 
irhothcr  the  ingress  of  the  sim  into  Taurus,  B.  C.  7S3,  w«s 
dated  on  the  fir.it  of  Taurou  in  the  sphere  of  Mnxzaroth, 
April  24,  or  oii  the  first  of  Taurus  in  the  tropical  sphere. 
May  1,  the  sun  in  either  case  alike  must  have  becu  rcckoued 
to  he  in  Tiiunis  on  May  6  at  midnight.  It  is  manifest  alia 
that  the  nun  could  not  have  been  reckoned  to  be  in  Taumi 
any  time  that  year,  except  between  these  limita  of  the  6r»t  of 
Tauron  in  the  sphere  of  Maiznroth,  April  24,  and  the  first  €»f 
Oeraini  in  the  tropical  sphere.  May  31  or  June  1.  It  follows 
OOUBCquently  that  if  the  date  of  the  Foundation  was  determined 
to  someday  in  this  year,  wlicu  the  sun  was  in  Taurus  and  the 
moon  was  nine  days  old  complete,  it  must  have  been  deter- 
mined to  May  (i  IJ.  C  TTjS.  No  other  day,  B-  C.  753,  citfaet 
before  or  after,  could  have  combined  these  characters  of  the 
Bun  iu  Taurus  and  the  lunar  tenth  but  May  6.  And  if  it  was 
determined  to  the  Julian  ^ray  6  B.C.  753;  it  must  have  been 
determined  to  the  Kabouassarian  Atliyr  9  Mm  Cyclic* 
S354 :  for  the  Julian  May  ti  B.  C.  753  and  the  Nabonassa- 
rian  Athyr  D  Mria.  Cyclica  3254  were  absolutely  one  aud  the 
same. 

In  the  next  place  it  is  observable  that  between  Pharmutbi 
9,  the  equable  liate  of  the  Fouiidatiou  according  to  Plutarch, 
aud  Athyr  fl  (which  only  could  have  been  the  true  equable 
date  at  the  time),  tlic  interval  in  equable  nnctidiumal  time  is 
fire  equable  months  or  150  clays  exactly  ;  and  live  equable 
months  or  150  days  exactly  would  he  the  precise  measure  of 
the  recession  of  a  given  equable  (in  the  acose  of  a  Nabonaa- 
sarian)  date  on  a  given  Julian  one  in  6CH)  Julian  years,  or  in 
6vc  periods,  each  of  120  Julian  years  in  length :  chat  is,  a 
given  Julian  date,  like  May  G,  which  B.C.  753  coincided 
vitli  n  given  equable  in  the  sense  of  a  Nalwuassarion  date, 
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like  Atliyr  9;  600  ycfln  after  cxactlv,  B.  C.  153,  would  coin- 
dde  uot  with  the  Naboiiaswirian  Athyr  9  but  with  the  Nabo- 
nasBarian  Plmrmutbi  9. 

Now  ID  this  fact  wc  possess  all  the  cxplnnntioii  which  is 
iieccMarr  to  accouat  for  the  error  of  slatemciit  which  apjicars 
in  Plutarch,  rcspcctinj;  this  one  result  of  the  culcuUtions  uf 
Tarutiua;  the  cqiinblc  dote  to  which  he  determined  the  foiunl- 
ation  of  Rome.  It  is  clear  from  this  nccoimt  of  Plntftrch's 
that  he  must  have  reckoned  by  the  Egyptiau  or  equable,  that 
ia  the  Xabouassoriaa.  year;  and  it  is  equally  so  from  our 
Qthcr  tcstimouics  that  he  must  liave  reckouod  by  the  Koinaa 
y^»T  too:  ID  other  words,  in  thin  calculation  of  liis  ho  made 
iiae  of  both;  he  reckoned  by  neither  independently  of  the 
other,  but  hy  both  at  once.  And  the  method,  in  which  he 
must  have  proceeded,  to  bring  out  the  result  at  once  in  terms 
of  each,  it  appears  to  ua  was  this.     He  took  the  date  uf  the 

[Kmsan  Falilia  from  the  Uomnn  calendar,  at  a  certain  tim^ 
at  which  it  was  falling  de  facto  on  May  (i ;  and,  assuming 
this  date  of  the  PaUlia,  May  0,  as  a  fixed  Julinn  date,  he  cal- 
culated first  of  all  the  Egyptian  or  equable  date  in  the  jEra 
of  Nabonassar,  i.  e.  the  proper  equable  a;ra,  which  was  coiu- 
ciding  with  it  at  (hat  point  of  time :  aud  this  having  been 
determined  accordingly,  he  reckoned  150  days  hack  from  it 
to  get  the  corresponding  equable  date  which  coincided  with 
the  same  Julian  date  at  the  time  of  the  Fouadatiou ;  and  he 
found  the  former  in  Pharmuthi  9  of  a  given  year  of  the  j^Sra 
of  Xabonaasar,  and  the  latter  in  Athyr  9,  600  equable  years 
before  :  both  however  mutatis  mutandh  the  same  ;  and  each 
of  them  iu  its  proper  order  of  time  ideutic:d  with  the  same 
Julian  date,  the  date  of  the  Palilia  May  6 — both  the  Pulilia 
of  the  time  from  which  he  instituted  the  calculation,  and  the 
Palilia  of  the  epoch  of  the  FuundHtion. 

I  We  shall  make  otirseKea  better  understood  by  entering 
into  some  further  explanations-  It  is  clear  th:it  Tarutius 
must  have  assumed,  as  the  basis  of  his  calculations,  some 
jwar  ID  the  (era  of  the  city  which  stood  alike  at  the  distance 
of  600  equable  years  and  of  6Qt)  fixed  or  Julian  years  from 
tfaeVarronian  epoch  of  the  Foundation.  And  this  l>cing  the 
Kalends  of  January  or  tho  PaliHn  U.  C.  1  H.C,  753 ;  he  would 
find  that  year  in  TJ.  C.  601  of  the  Varronian  reckoning  also» 
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either  ex  Knleadu  Jiuiuariis  or  ex  PaliUbas,  it.  C.  153,  or 
Mn.  Cyclica  38j4. 

Now  this  pvriixl  of  600  years,  considerefl  m  au  rqnable 
period  of  thnt  particular  magaitude,  was  a  complete  measure 
of  the  Rgj'ptiiiu  ApiscTcle;  which  being  a  cycle  of  25  cqnable 
years  entered  into  one  of  those  periods  of  600  years  2-4  time* 
exactly.  The  same  period  considered  aa  one  of  GOO  Julian 
or  600  luiiifsolar  yciir*,  such  as  entered  the  regular  cycle  of 
the  Kumau  calendar,  was  a  complete  measure  also  of  the 
cycle  of  that  calendar ;  whether  that  of  Nunia  or  that  of  the 
Decemvirs :  for  this  cycle  was  a  period  of  24  years,  and  in 
one  luna^solar  period  of  600  years  there  would  be  25  periods 
of  S'A  years  exactly.  It  is  clear  then  that  Tarutius,  having 
assumed  thin  year,  U.  C.  601  of  Vnrro  B,  C.  153,  as  the  basia 
of  his  calculation,  had  notliing  to  do  in  tho  first  place  but  to 
take  the  calendar  date  of  the  Palilia  in  that  year  of  the  actual 
cycle ;  which  he  wouhl  find  to  be  May  0 :  and  then  to  cany 
that  date  hack  600  years,  25  cycles  of  the  calendar  exactly, 
to  U.  C.  1  B.  C.  753 ;  and  he  would  get  the  Palilia  of  the 
Foundation,  on  the  same  day,  May  6  also.  And  he  had  nothing 
to  do  iu  the  next  place  but  to  take  the  equable  date  of  May 
6  U.  C.  601  B.  C.  153  in  the  Egyptian  Kra  of  JSabonaasar  of 
the  time,  which  he  would  find  to  be  Pharmuthi  0  Nab.  095 
jEra  Cyclica  SS'i  1-;  ami  then  to  go  back  150  days  or  five  Cfpia- 
ble  months  exactly,  (i.  e.  in  the  contrary  order  of  the  equable 
Tcckoning) ;  and  he  woidd  get  to  the  equable  date  of  the 
Palilia  of  the  epoch,  Athyr  9  .'Era  Cyclica  3254  :  which  did 
as  truly  correspond  to  May  G  Juhan  B.  C,  753  U.  C.  1  of 
Varro,  as  Pharmuthi  9  to  ^iay  6  Julian  B.  C.  153  U.  C.  601 
of  \'arro. 

That  this  is  the  true  explanation  of  the  process  by  which 
Tarutius  must  hn\'c  obtained  his  date  of  the  Foundation,  both 
iu  terms  of  the  Roman  and  in  terms  of  the  equabic  calendar, 
we  think  there  can  be  no  doubt.  It  is  confirmed  by  too 
many  critical  coincideuccs  to  allow  it  to  be  called  in  cjuestion. 
For  i  the  9th  of  the  Nabonasiiarian  Pharmuthi  Nab.  595  or 
jEra  Cyclica  3854  did  actually  coincide  with  May  S  B.  C.  15S 
U.  C  601  of  Varro;  and  the  9th  of  the  Nabonassarian  Atliyr 
Mrtt,  Cyc.  325i  did  actually  coincide  with  May  6  B.  C.  75d 
v.  C.  1  of  Varro  :  aud  as  the  interval  from  May  6  B.  C.  76fl 
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or  U.C.I  to  May  G  B.C.  153  or  U.C.GOI  wns  just  equal  to 
600  Julian  years :  bo  the  recession  from  Athyr  9  to  Pbar- 
mutJii  n  in  the  equable  calendar  wns  just  cqua!  to  five  months, 
4t  the  rate  of  one  month  in  120  yearfl. 

it.  May  G  B.  C.  153  was  the  actual  Julian  date  of  the  xi 
Kalendas  Maias,  or  April  20  Roniaii,  the  caleudiir  date  of  tho 
Polilia  U.C.GOI ;  ub  our  own  calendar  for  tliat  year  shews :  and, 
if  the  calendar  as  it  was  standing  U.C.  601  B.  C.  153  hud  been 
bruug-ht  down  regularly  until  that  time  from  U.  C  1  B.C. 
753,  it  is  manifest  that  May  6  B.  C.  753  must  have  been  the 
proper  .Tulian  date  of  the  xi  Kal.  Maias,  April  30  Roman, 
(the  cjilendar  date  of  the  Palilia,)  IT.  C.  I,  as  much  as  the 
•ame  day  B.  C.  153  U.  C.  OKI.  Nothing  would  require  to  be 
auumed  in  order  to  this  coincidence  except  that  the  calendar 
bftd  always  been  one  and  the  same  ;  had  always  been  regular^ 
Mid  had  always  proceeded  in  cycles  of  2t  years,  from  the 
date  of  the  tirst  Palilia  U.  C.  1  to  tho  date  of  the  »\\  hundred 
and  firat  L*.  C.  601 :  and  that  was  an  assumption  which,  as  we 
shall  sec  by  and  by,  in  a  case  like  tliia  Tarutius  would  be  at 
liberty  to  make. 

iii.  The  particular  misstatement  of  Plutarch,  that  Tarutius 
east  the  Nativity  of  the  city^  that  is  determined  the  Founda- 
tion, at  last  to  PharuLuthi  £1,  on  thi»  priuciple  alsc,  will  he 
Men  not  to  have  been  absolutely  in  the  wrong :  not  to  hare 
been  altogether  without  founilHtion.  Tarutius  must  certainly 
hare  determined  a  certain  Palilia  to  Pharrauthi  9;  but  not 
the  Palilia  of  the  Foundation  :  only  that  of  the  year  from 
which  he  made  bis  calculations.  lie  determined  the  Palilia 
of  this  yetu*,  as  a  ueccBsary  prelimiuary  to  the  determiuatiou 
c^  that  of  the  Foundation  ;  and  he  determined  the  former  to 
Pharmuthi  0^  the  latter  to  Athyr  9  :  each  as  agreeably  to  the 
tmth  fur  the  time  beiug  as  tlie  other.  It  is  easy  however  to 
see  that  the  latter  of  these  equable  dates  itself  was  dependent 
on  the  former ;  and  that  no  two  things  under  such  cireum- 
stunces  were  mor«  likely  a  priori  to  be  confounded  than  tlio 
equable  date  of  the  Palilia  of  U.  C.  001  and  the  cqunble  date 
of  the  Palilia  U.C.  1.  Consequently  that  it  would  be  nothing 
extraordinary  if  Plutarch  was  under  the  imprcitsiou  that  Ta- 
mttus  determined  the  equable  date  of  the  Palilia  of  the 
Foundation  to  Phnrmuthi  9  instead  of  Athyr  9. 
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It  is  enay  also  to  kc  that  PhnrmuUii  0  and  AthjrrI 
imdrr  ilicse  ciTCumBtnTices,  were  linhlc  to  I)c  confouiulcd  not 
only  with  one  anotlier  but  with  the  birthdny  of  Itomutuit ; 
i.  c.  the  Natalis  UrbJs  or  day  of  the  Foundation,  ns  attached 
to  cither  uf  those  dates,  might  be  confuundeil  with  the 
talis  of  the  Founder  of  the  city.  And  this  confusion  seel 
to  have  been  actually  made ;  and  very  early  too.  It  would 
not  be  easy  on  any  other  principle  to  account  for  MauiHus.' 
date  of  the  birth  of  Komulua,  in  the  5ign  of  Libra;  if  such 
was  actually  hia  nseaning  in  the  testimony  produced  supra. 
But  if  it  may  be  assumed  that  he  dated  this  birth  on  the  9th 
of  Pbamnithi,  .-Era  Cyclica  3236,  (the  same  year  to  which 
the  culculutiuu  of  Tanitius  determiued  it,)  vrheo  the  6rst  of 
the  Nabouassarian  Thoth  fell  on  March  4-  tit  midnig-ht  B.G. 
771,  it  would  admit  of  being  explained;  for  Fharmuthi  9  at 
midnight  would  fall  on  October  S :  imd  that  would  actually 
be  a  date  in  Libra  Again,  an  entry  appears  in  the  Constan- 
tian  calendar  (of  which  we  have  often  made  mention)  oppo- 
site to  iv  Nouas  Aprilcs  April  '<i  of  the  time,  to  tkif  ett'ect ; 
N.  Dei  Qairin.:  the  meauiug  of  which  we  apprehend  to  be 
Natalia  IJei  Qni?-mi.  And  as  the  D«w  Qttirinug  can  denote 
no  divinity  but  Komulits,  deified  imdcr  that  name;  it  fol- 
lows that  when  this  entry  was  consigned  to  that  calendar 
the  birth  day  of  Romulus  was  supposed  to  be  some  day 
vhich  coincided  with  iv  Nonas  Aprilcs.  The  date  of  this 
calendar  was  A.  D.  355 ;  but  the  entries  found  in  it  are  no 
doubt  many  of  them,  (and  this  too  among  the  rest,)  much 
older  thnn  the  calendar  itself.  Now  the  stated  date  of  Phar- 
nauthi  9  in  the  Alexandrine  calendar,  and  in  every  year  of 
the  cycle  of  Ieap<ycar  alike ',  was  April  4  ;  and  this  comes  so 
near  to  April  2,  (iv  Nonas  Aprilcs,)  the  Natalia  Dd  Quirint 
in  this  Constantian  calendar,  that  we  may  very  probably  infer 
it  is  actually  that  date,  only  otherwise  expressed.  It  may  no 
doubt  be  deninnded  in  that  caue  why  it  does  not  appear  in 
that  cideudar  id  the  form  of  April  4,  Pridie  Nonas  Apritev^ 
iasCead  of  in  that  of  ApriJ  2,  iv  Nonas  Apriles  ?  To  tt 
we  answer  thnt  there  were  various  times  in  the  course 
the  aetual  admiuistmtiou  uf  the  Julian  correction  at  Homt 
between  B.  C.  15  and  A.  D.  225,  when  the  iv  Nonas  April 
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the  Romau  calendar  and  April  4  Julian  would  have  been 
KbfloluteJy  the  same.  One  of  these  penods  comes  botiruon 
A.D.  78  and  A.  D.  101.  Ktliia  supposed  birthday  of  Koniu- 
loa,  the  Alexandrine  Pharmtithi  it,  was  cousigiicd  to  the 
calendar  aay  time  betvecn  those  extremes,  it  could  not  have 
been  io  any  form  hut  thia  of  iv  Nuims  Aprilcs,  April  3,  not 
April  4.  Plutarch  was  writiu^^  his  Lives  between  these  cx< 
treiues;  and  his  tcatirnony  alone  is  competent  to  prove  that 
the  date  of  the  youodation  at  this  time  might  he  confomided 
irith  that  of  the  Natalis  of  Romulus ;  and  both  with  the 
Alexandrine  Pharmuthi  9. 

And  yet  besides  this  there  is  an  entry  diaeorerable  in  Ly- 
das  De  Mensibus  ■",  which  runs  in  the  terms  of  Mi^^i;  'Pinav 
kai  *Pu^uPlok.  and  must  have  belonged  to  some  dayiu  Novem- 
her;  though  hia  t«xt  in  this  part  ia  so  mutilated  that  we  can- 
not pronounce  for  certain  what  day  in  November  it  was.  It 
■ccms  however  to  have  been  either  the  vii  Idus,  November  7, 
or  the  Nones,  November  5;  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  of  these 
two  it  wnu  tbe  latter,  not  the  former.  Now  the  Nones  of  No- 
reaiber,  November  5,  in  the  common  years  of  the  cycle,  was 
the  stated  date  of  the  Alexandrine  Athyr9  *.  Here  then  we 
find  the  Mfijfit)  'VtfAov  Kurpw/AilAou  attached  to  Athyr9 — as  in 
the  preceding  instjincc  we  found  t}ie  Natalis  Dei  Quirini 
attached  to  Pliarmuthi  9,  These  two  things,  the  Memoria  Ro- 
tuuli  and  the  Nataliet  Dei  (juiriui,  might  be  the  same,  or  might 
be  difl'ercut ;  and  it  appears  to  us  that  they  were  most  pro- 
bably different.  It  ia  however  too  remarkable  a  coincidence 
to  have  been  altogether  the  eifect  of  chanee^  that  both  these 

*  If  any  <me  iibouJd  be  of  optnion.  (bs  {joiiiubly  may  be  the  cniie,)  tbat  th* 

ccinlext  of  I,y<]u>  clFleriniucM  this  Mi-^yup  Io  thu  vii  Idiu  Novcmbrca  raUier 

tban  to  the  Ndwa  ;  yet  even  in  llist  cue  it  may  still  have  hvva  inte»d«d 

^—^  u  the  Roio&n  date  at  a.  cenain  time  of  the  Alexandrine  Athyr  9.     Ia  the 

^H&onDKl  or  original  itate  of  ibe  Julian  correction  Noveinber  7  Roman  cor- 

^Vxtapooded  to  November  5  Julian ;  and  tliere  were  miuiy  intervals,  some  of 

^^  ibeui  for  a  conriderablo  number  of  yeara  in  kuccca^on,  nAcr  the  dale  of 

^Hlha  correction  B.  C.  45.  and  bi-furc  A.  D.  335,  when  that  wmt  the  cose ; 

^^rCar  Mcampte  all  through  the  reif^  of  M.  Aurelius.  A.  D.  161  to  A.  It.  180, 

At  any  time  in  ihia  interval  Athyr  9  n>n«i|{nr<1  to  tlie  Rimi) on  calendar  muat 

have  been  to  in  the  foria  of  the  vii  Itluii  Novcmbree,  November  7  KomU) 

not  Novemher  5. 

^^K  ■■  1. 1 ij,  L  4i  cf.  114.  L  10. 
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dates  PhamiDtlii  9  nnd  Aftlir  9,  wliicb  made  so  conspicuous 
a  iigure  iu  tiic  original  calculutioun  of  Tarutius,  sbuuld  be 
fouuil  coDuectvd  iu  the  course  of  timv  oue  with  tbe  Natalia  ' 
Pci  Quiriiii,  the  other  with  the  Memorin  Rouuli,  iu  the 
Itomuii  caleudar  itself.  It  is  uo  objec'tiou  that  the^  dates 
u»  they  entered  tht:  caleuhitioiifi  of  TunittuB  wertj  oi]uiiblu  or 
inuveRhle  dates;  as  thc,v  cuter  the  Koiiian  caleutlnr  in  theae 
instances  rPitpcctively,  were  Alexandrine  or  fixed.  Tber 
were  nominally  the  same  iu  both  forms  of  the  llgj-ptiau  ca- 
leudar; aud  any  other  dtUinctiou  between  tbcm  wa«  rvry 
liable  to  be  orerlookcd. 

Liully.  niLh  rej^'nrd  to  the  lunnr  cliaraoter  of  Athyr  9 
Mra.  t^yclica  3254  V.C.  1  Varr.  B.  C.  753;  we  can  scarcely 
suppose  that  Tiinitius  would  avail  himiidf  of  the  C()u»blu  or 
Egyptian  calendar,  to  determine  the  solar  dates  which  en- 
tered into  his  calculations,  and  would  not  also  make  u»c  of 
the  proper  lunar  cycle  of  the  equnble  or  Egyptian  solar  year, 
(that  is,  the  Apis  cycle,]  iu  order  to  ascertaiu  aud  bx  his 
lunar  dates.  On  the  priuciplca  of  tliis  cycle,  the  Lunar  cba^ 
meter  of  Atbyr  D  Nab.  595  ^av,  Cyclicii  ."iHul  (the  ln'tpuiiiug 
of  wbicli  year  fell  in  U.  C.  600  B.  C.  154)  would  be  consi- 
dered identical  with  that  of  Athvr  9  ^ni  Cyctica  S'2oi, 
U.C.  I  B.C.  753.  But  »o  on  the  very  aamc  principles 
would  that  of  Atbyr  9  Nab.  095  ^ra  Cyclica  395i,  U.C. 
700  B.C.  54;  for  this  too  as  well  hs  the  former  stood  at  the 
distance  of  an  even  number  of  Apis  cycles  from  Atbyr  9  iEra 
Cyclica  3354. 

Now  it  ia  manifest  that  the  lunai'  character  of  Athyr  9 
Nab.  59.'i  B.  C.  154  msw  something  which  Tarutiuft  could  not 
possibly  have  knowTi  from  his  owu  obscrvntion  ;  but  that  of 
Athyr  9  Nab.  695  IJ.  C.  54  he  must  have  been  competent  to 
judge  of  for  himself.  There  is  no  doubt  that  both  lie  aud 
bis  fdeud  Varro  were  capable  of  witucssing  and  judj^g  of 
such  things  B.  C.  54  from  their  own  observation.  AVe  bmve 
not  indeed  beeu  informed  from  any  quarter  of  the  exact  time 
when  Varro  was  Kettllug  his  date  of  the  Foundation";  nor 
when  it  was  that  he  proposed  his  problem  to  Tarutius.  But 
this  we  know  ;  that  It.  C.  54-53  coincided  with  U.  C.  700  of 
the  Varroniuu  reckoning  of  the  .Era  of  the  city  :  aud  that  it 

"  Sctf  Vol.  i.  jo> 
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vu  A  iwcHlar  year  in  his  Mta  of  that  kind :  the  only  ouc 

too  which  could  possib)}'  hnve  fnllcn  in  his  lifetime  and  in 

that  of  Tarutius :  nnd  it  is  easy  to  sec  th»t  a  secufar  year 

in  his  ovru  reckoning  of  the  ^^m  wiw  the  most  convenient 

nud  saitable  on  which  he  could  lix  as  the  basis  of  calcuhition 

backnnrds,  intended  to  bring  him  to  the  first  year  of  the 

_^city  iu  Ilia  own  reckoning  altio.    We  know  too  thut.  if  either 

Bpte  or  Tnrutius  proposcti  to  make  use  of  the  Apis  cycle  also 

in  these  calcnlatiuns,  they  coiihl  not  have  pitched  on  a  more 

|,  conTcnicnt  year  than  U.C.  7(K)  B.C.  31-^3  Nab.  695  JEra 

Hfc3rclica  39o4,  which  stood  cxnctly  at  the  distance  of  n  certain 

namber  of  such  cycles  from  V.  C.  1  B.  C  753  J!:ra  Cyclica 

3^4.     In  lihort,  to  fiuil  any  year  equally  suitable  for  their 

purpose,  they  must    have  either  gone  back  one  Apis  cycle 

before,  to  Nab.  670  B.C.  79.  or  waited  for  one  Apis  cycle 

^ioMger,  nntil  Xab.  720  B.  C.  21).     The  former  would  be  too 

^^nrly  a  dale  cither  for  Varro's  caleuUtionH  of  this  liind,  or 

I     for  Tarutitis' :   the  latter  would  be  too  late  an  one.     Wc 

know  too.  from  the  teatimony  of  Cicero  in  particular,  that 

^in  his  own  works,  written  and  published  before  B.  C.  5  J,  be 

^Bdoptcd   the   Polybinn   date  of  the  Foundation  <>;  in  those 

^^whicli  were  uf  lattn-  date  and  arc  Htill  extant  he  follo^vs  the 

Varronian:  which  iu  our  opinion  is  a  very  btrong  argument 

I     tbnt   the  Vnrroninn   epoch  was  actually  settled  aud  made 

j     known  ILC.  51orS3. 

'  Now  Mab.  (i05  the  Nabonassanan  Thoth  bore  date  on 
September  C  at  midnight  B.  C.  54 ;  and  therefore  the  Nabo- 
musariau  Athyr  9  on  Novemtier  13  at  midnight.  There  was 
ft  solar  eclipse  the  same  year  Nov.  1  at  i.30  v.  m.  Paris; 
which  might  possibly  be  visible  ercn  at  Rome.  The  fact  of 
■neh  an  oceiirrcnco  at  least  as  an  eclipse  of  the  sun  Nov.  1 
B.C.  54  coidd  scarcely  be  imknown  to  the  astronomers  of 
the  time ;  or  to  those  in  particular  who  were  in  possession  of 
the  Chnldmc  Saros,  as  both  Varro  and  Tarutius  appear  to 
h^vc  beeu.  November  2  then  reckoned  from  midnight  being 
thus  known,  and  from  pentonal  coguizanec  of  the  fact,  to  be 
tbr  luna  prima;  November  13  reckoned  from  midnight  would 
be  infallibly  known  to  be  the  luna  duodecinia :  and  if  so  Athyr 
[     0  Nab.  6Uo  which  coincided  with  it  at  the  time. 

L 
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It  ia  bere  howcrer  to  be  observed  thflt  perfect  and  fiuilfc- 
leaa  es  the  Apis  cycle  was  for  »  wry  conisidcrable  time,  aa  a 
constant  mrasiirc  of  true  hinar  time  m  conjunction  with 
equable  solar  time,  and  especially  in  the  ^ra,  of  NaboDassar> 
of  wliicli  Tarutius  nas  making  uta;  cvca  tliat  was  liable  to 
aa  error  oC  excess  at  last  in  comparisoa  of  tlie  troth:  whicb^ 
at  this  time,  and  iu  fact  from  the  date  of  the  Fouudation 
dowiiwanis,  as  wo  (jbcwed  in  our  former  worki*,  ainotiot4.il  to 
ouc  day  in  little  more  than  550  equable  years.  There  is  no 
reaaou  why  wc  should  suppose  that  this  liability  of  the  Apis 
cycle  to  accumulate  a  day  in  cxccas  ou  the  moon  in  550 
years  of  its  outi  lera,  which  was  well  known  to  the  Egyptiaca, 
could  have  bt'eu  uukuuwu  tu  out:  bu  well  versed  iu  the  lore 
of  the  Egyptians  as  Tarutius.  But  if  not,  then  he  would  at 
once  collect  from  hia  knowled^  of  this  fact  that,  if  he  went 
back  670  cqualile  yciura  from  Nab,  695  IF^m  Cyclica  3954, 
i.  c.  to  /I-^ra  Cyclica  3284;  the  lunar  character  of  Atbyr  8 
or  even  Athyr  7  nt  the  later  of  tliose  epochs  would  be  the 
true  lunar  character  of  Athyr  9  at  the  earlier.  And  Athyr  7 
Nab.  695  ^ra  Oyc  395-t,  reckoned  from  midnight,  being  the 
luua  decima ;  Athyr  9,  reckoned  from  midnight,  .^Era  Cyclica 
3^'f4  would  be  the  luna  decima  too.  In  this  manner,  and 
by  lixing  the  date  of  his  calculations  to  this  day  in  the 
equable  reckoning,  Athyr  7  Nab.  695  B.C.  5-1-,  would  Taru- 
tius be  enabled  to  obtain  the  true  lunar  character  of  Athyr  9 
at  the  very  epoch  of  the  Foundation ;  and  from  his  i>er8oual 
observation  and  pcrsoutd  knowledge  of  the  true  lunar  cha- 
racter  of  Athyr  8  ur  Athyr  7  B. C  o%.  And  it  is  manifest 
that  this  mode  of  reasouing  could  not  have  led  him  to  a  false 
eonidusioM.  It  has  been  already  shcwuj  from  actual  calcu- 
lation, that  the  lunar  chunictcr  of  Athyr  9  ^m  Cyclica 
8254,  cyclically  reckoned  from  midnight,  was  the  luna. 
decima. 

If  we  may  assume  that  the  time  of  the  day  to  whtcli 
rutius  fixed  the  Foundation,  (between  the  Sd  and  3d  hour 
Ath)T  9  JEjn.  Cyclica  325 »  May  6  B.  C.  753,)  corresponded 
to  about  8  A.  M.  mean  time ;  then  it  appears  from  calculattcin 
that  the  sun's  mean  longitude  at  that  epoch  was  36°  18'  40", 
and  the  moon's  mean  longitude  was  156^  43'  40"  :  the  latter 
>•  Fasti  CatbuUd,  W.  J9J. 
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contcttiicntlj  almost  120°  exactly  greater  than  the  former. 
U  tbe  sub's  place  then  at  this  epoch  was  rcckonctl  tu  be  the 
7*  of  Taunis.  the  moon's  must  have  been  reckoned  to  be 
the  7^  of  Vir^o.  The  true  longitude  indeed  both  of  the  sun 
•nd  of  the  moon,  at  this  point  of  time,  would  be  something 
greater  than  the  nicnn ;  especially  that  of  the  moon.  But 
|the  ahovu  is  a  striking  coincideuct; ;  anil  serves  fully  to  jus- 
tify the  opinion  irhich  ve  expressed  supra  ^ :  riz.  that,  of  tbe 
two  epochs  assigned  to  tbe  moou.  both  apparently  on  the 
authority  of  Tarntius,  ouc  in  Libra  tbe  other  in  Virgo,  the 
latter  alune  could  have  licen  that  which  he  really  assignod  it. 
The  exactness,  with  which  he  determined  the  solar  eclipse  of 
June  24  B.C.  773,  mu»t  be  a  suffidcat  proof  that  be  was 
competent  to  discover  and  fix  with  just  the  aamc  or  propor- 
twnal  accuracy  the  true  lunar  character  of  May  6  H-  C.  771^ 
It  must  be  utterly  incredible  at  least  that  he  could  have 
heen  mistaken  in  the  determination  of  that  problem  to  the 
extent  of  an  entire  sign.  If  not,  he  must  have  fixed  the 
noon's  place  at  the  time  in  qnestion  to  some  degree  in 
Virgo ;  and  the  ann'a  to  some  corresponding  degree  in  Tau- 
nts. Among  the  testimonies  produced  supra  John  Lydus's 
was  the  only  one  which  stated  both  thew  conclusions  of  his 
accordingly:  from  which  we  tbink  we  are  bound  to  infer  that 
Lydas*  account  of  the  rest  of  bis  calculations  for  tbe  same 
point  of  time  in  all  probability  was  the  most  correct. 

^B        iii.  Inferences  deducible  from  the  above  concluaioM, 
^V    The  preceding  ex|)I:mations  have  an  obvious  tendency  to 
^^■atisfy  us  on  some   interesting   and  curious   points,  about 
^^vbich  we  must  otherwise  have  continued  more  or  less  in 
^^Buspenac. 

^^  i.  It  may  evidently  be  eollcctcd  from  tbcm  that  the  true 
length  of  the  regular  cycle  of  the  ancient  calendar  must  still 
We  been  well  known  to  the  learned  Itoroans  in  the  time  of 
Varro  and  Tarutius:  and  this  may  contribute  to  render  it 
less  surpriaing  that  it  should  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
Mncrubius,  and  that  he  in  particular  should  have  given  so 
nact  an  account  of  it'. 


1  P«fe  ij(. 
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it  Thitt  the  best  informed  among  the  Romans  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  ancient  calenrlar  conld  not  linvc  suppottcxl  that 
there  wna  nny  materia!  diffrrcncc  between  the  rcgolflr  ercle 
of  the  calendar  of  Kama  from  the  first,  and  that  of  the  De< 
ccraviral  correction  after  it ;  as  neither  indeed  wa»  there  any 
but  vrhHt  was  jKircIy  acciclcutal, 

iii.  That,  though  the  use  of  the  regular  c}'cle  had  been 
laid  aside  so  long  before  aa  B.  C.  208,  yet  it  waa  still  known 
what  it  was  on^^nHlly,  atid  what  it  ought  to  hnrc  been  all 
ftlong;  and  how  it  would  have  proceeded  continually,  had  it 
been  retained  perpetually  in  use. 

iv.  That  it  M'as  possible,  at  any  point  of  time  during  this 
period  of  the  irregular  ntlminiiitration  of  the  calendar,  to 
ascertain  its  state  and  administration  at  any  preceding  epoch 
of  the  sHuic  poriiKl ;  for  Tarutiua'  calculations  ns  wc  hate 
seen  exery  reason  to  conclude  were  instituted  11.  C,  54—53, 
and  yet  trere  founded  ultimately  on  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  actual  state  of  the  calendar  an  hundred  rcftrs  before, 
B.  C.  154^153.  With  respect  indeed  to  the  assumption  on 
which  also  he  appears  to  hare  proceeded,  (viz.  that  ono  and 
the  same  form  of  the  civil  calendar  had  been  in  use  at  Rome, 
from  the  Foundation  downwards,  as  long  ns  the  calendar  was 
regular,  and  one  Trhich  did  not  diScr  from  the  Deccmnral 
correction,)  it  was  not,  it  is  true,  compatible  with  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  tijc  pr«rioiis  history  of  the  ciril  calendar  of 
Rome ;  and  that  the  calendar  of  Numu  had  been  in  use  there 
before  the  Deceraviral  correction,  and  the  Nundinal  calendar 
of  Romulas  iKforc  the  calendar  of  Numa.  But  on  this  pmut 
there  was  room  a  priori  for  a  difl'ereuce  of  opinion  erea 
among  the  most  learned  of  the  Romans  themselves;  and  on 
this  point,  as  wc  have  seen  *,  dillerences  of  opinion  did  actu- 
ally exist  among  them.  There  were  many  who  thonghfthat 
a  calendui'  like  that  of  Numa  or  like  that  of  the  Dcccmvirv, 
(which  were  substantially  one  and  the  same,)  had  been  in 
actual  use  at  Rome  from  the  very  day  of  the  Foundation  it- 
self; and  Tarutius  was  at  liberty  to  espouse  that  opinion  too 
if  ho  thought  proper.  In  any  case,  the  actual  date  of  the  Pn- 
lUia  U.  C.  601  U.  C.  153  being  May  6.  it  was  mauifcsUy 
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allowable  to  regard  and  to  treat  that  as  a  fixed  date  of  its 
kind ;  and  to  cany  it  back  accordingly  even  to  the  epoch  of 
the  Foundation.  As  to  the  further  objection  that  U.  C.  601 
the  Kalends  of  January  vere  falling  on  December  28  B.  C. 
154,  not  on  December  29,  the  proper  epoch  of  the  Decem- 
Tiral  correction;  it  would  make  no  difference  to  the  actual 
date  of  the  Palilia^  the  xi  Kal.  Maiaa,  the  same  year.  In  the 
actual  administration  of  U.  C.  601,  the  year  was  intercalary, 
and  the  Merkedonius  was  one  of  23  days.  In  the  first  year 
of  the  regular  Decemviral  cycle  the  Merkedonius  was  one  of 
22  days.  Though  therefore  the  Kalends  of  January  U.  C. 
601  were  one  day  behind  the  Kalends  of  January  in  the  first 
year  of  the  regular  DecemTiral  cycle ;  the  xi  Kalendas  Maias, 
April  20  Roman,  was  de  facto  the  same  day  in  the  former  as 
by  rule  it  was  bound  to  be  in  the  latter. 

And  lastly  it  clearly  appears  from  this  coincidence  too,  as 
well  as  from  all  the  preceding  explanations,  that  the  proper 
meaning  of  the  stated  calendar  date  of  the  Palilia,  xi  Kalen- 
das Maias,  as  assumed  and  recognized  in  these  calculations  of 
Tarutins  throughout,  was  April  20  Roman  not  April  21. 
And  this  would  be  a  decisive  proof  that  his  calculations  were 
made  and  concluded  before  the  Julian  correction  at  least ; 
from  which  time  forward  the  same  nominal  calendar  date  of 
xi  Kal.  Maias  did  as  truly  denote  April  21  Roman  as  April 
20  before. 


Equable  Egyptian  CaleDdar  Irregular  Roman  Caleodar 

Nab.  595  B.  C.  154-153.  Cycle  iii.  8.  U.  C.  601. 

Konth*.         Mldn.  H.C. 

i  Thoth         I  Oct.     I  154 
ii  Fhaophi      i    . .      31    .. 

iii  Athjrr          i  Nov.  30    . .  K»toiKi>.           MWn,     n.  c. 

It  Choesc        i  Dec.  30  154  i  Januariie       Dec.  38  154 

vTybi            I  Jan.  39  153  ii  Febniarise     Jan.  26  153 

Ti  Mecbeir      i  Feb.  38   ..  iii  InterkaUrea  Feb.  18    .. 

vii  Phamenoth  i  Mar.  39    . .  iv  Martiie         Mar.  17    . . 

vm  Phannuthi  i  April  a8    . .  v  Aprilea         April  17   , . 


Phannathi  9  May    6  xi  Kal.  Maiaa,  May     6. 
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Section  ll.'—On  the  change  of  the  Contuiar  Jngre$s 
U.  a  601  B.  C.  158. 
Tbi»  year  U.C.  COl  B.C.  1G3,  as  wc  Imve  already  liad 
DCcasioD  to  bIicwS  is  remarkable  for  anotlicr  coincidence; 
TIE.  that  of  the  change  of  the  consular  ingress  from  the  Idea 
of  March  tn  the  Kalemls  of  January :  irliich  was,  in  fact,  u 
return  to  the  first  and  oldest  oflieiat  rule.  It  would  appear 
too  from  the  testimony  of  Cicero  in  particular"  that  cither 
B.C.  I54-  or  163  n  new  Pontifex  Maximua,  P.  Scipio  Naaica, 
most  have  come  into  office.  And  though  it  Tronld  not  be 
reasonable,  uur  couslsteat  nitb  the  prex-ious  course  of  thinga, 
to  deny  to  his  predecessor  M.  .^milius  Lepidus  just  deceased 
the  credit  of  having  restored  the  calendar,  before  his  deutb, 
to  its  original  relations  (eapeciaJly  to  the  natural  year)  ;  yet 
wc  shall  f>cc  a  much  greater  degree  of  rcfpilarity  to  have  been 
observed  in  its  admiriistration  from  this  time  forward,  and 
under  the  new  Pontiff^  Maximus,  than  can  be  discovered  in 
it  at  any  previous  point  of  time  since  it  became  irrogulftr. 
"Whether  the  return  of  the  Kalends  of  January  to  their  old 
and  proper  cjkwIi,  December  2H.  had  any  thing  to  do  with 
the  change  in  the  rule  of  the  ingress  which  took  place  at  the 
same  time,  wc  cannot  undertnltc  to  say ;  but  it  might  eri* 
dently  hare  much  to  do  with  the  future  administration  of  the 
calendar:  and  might  be  au  additional  reason  for  reudering  it 
thenceforward 8  as  regular  as  under  the  circumatunees  of  th« 
case  was  possible. 


On  the  chroHology  of  the  first  year  of  the  helium 
Celtibericum. 

There  are  further  proofs  of  the  truth  of  our  Roman  Fasti 
for  this  year  U.  C.  601  D.  C.  154-153;  to  which  we  think  it 
proper  to  direct  attention  also.  It  is  well  knowu  that  a  re- 
volt took  place  in  Spain  this  year,  among  some  of  the  coro- 
munitics  there  before  subject  to  the  Romans;  followed  hy  a 
long  and  critical  war  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  years'  duration*. 
The  contemporary  historians  ascribe  even  the  change  in  the 
rule  of  the  ingress  to  this  coincidence ;  though  without  also 


d 
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o  Dtts.  xilL  ch.  1.  Met  It.  V0I.  Ul.  30. 


.1. 9.2.    IntffuJar  Caieudar.  Cyde  iii.  R.C.  160 — 187.    191 


I      not 


taking  into  account  the  state  of  the  cnlendar  at  the  time  it  is 
not  easy  to  see  bow  tliat  aliiue  coulJ  hare  b«eu  competent  to 
duce  it*. 

The  first  of  the  Roman  commanders  in  tliis  warirns  oqc  of 
the  consuls  of  the  ywir,  Kobilior,  whom  Appian  calls  No- 
bclio>.  The  beginning  of  the  contest  was  unfavourable  to 
tlic  Romans.  Their  army  was  defeated  by  the  Spaniards 
under  a  cbieftain,  elected  three  days  before,  whom  AppJau 
Btylca  Cams.  The  day  of  this  defeat  was  the  YulcanaJia'  : 
"^ylyvtro  tiiTav^  are  'Pw^atot  r^  'llijiaUmp  Tf)r  ioprijv  &yoK<TiV. 
5$tv  o^<i«  &v  iniitv  &p^tuv  ii  intii'ov  \iA)(y\i  vopa  r/jvit  ■r^i'  ijfii- 
pavS.  In  the  fragments  of  the  Julian  calcnclar  the  stated 
date  of  the  Vulcanalia  is  x  Kalendas  Septcmbrcs',  August 
38;  which  in  the  Decemviral  caleudiu-  cori-ctsponded  to  Se- 
xtilis  21j  and  this  year  fell  on  Kuptember  4.-.  The  Humans 
indeed  partially  retrieved  their  ill  success  the  same  day ;  the 
enemy  in  the  ardonr  of  the  pursuit  h»\-ing  got  into  confusion, 
and  vhile  in  ttmt  state  having  been  attacked  by  the  Kuman 
civalry  which  had  been  left  to  defend  the  camp.  And  this 
it  appears  was  at  tbe  end  of  tbe  day;  for  tbe  night  came  on 
•oon  after,  and  put  a  stop  to  the  contest  on  both  sides. 

Yet  we  are  told"  that  this  same  night  tbe  Aruaci  or  Arovaci 
with  all  their  militai^'  population  retreated  to  Numontia ; 
'  and  that  -would  imply  that  they  had  moonlight  in  the  eounio 
of  it  for  the  execution  of  that  step.  It  turns  out  that  such 
vrould  actually  be  the  case.  There  was  an  eclipse  of  the 
moon  this  year,  Sept.  U,  only  two  days  before  the  battle. 

^H    *  From  ihe  K|iiUn)e  of  Hvy,  xlvii.  it  may  be  ioferred  ihat  ihe  cumiiJa 

^Ktf  ibe  yftit  coulH  not  yet  Katc.  hpen  held  ithen  the  n«n-«  of  the  ruing  in 

^BBpun  urivri]  al  Rome  ;  yei  tli»t  Ibey  were  no  bfl'l.  (anil  in  coTLMei|ii<!Qce  of 

tlw  new*,  u  it  implie*,)  that  t1i«  new  coosuls  entered  on  office  upon  tlic  Kb- 

IrtitU  of  JuDuwy  Dec.  SH  B.  C.  i,^^.     While  the  ingren  w-aa  itill  the  Idu 

of  March,  the  rcuaUu  liiii«  of  the  comitiB  mijtht  be  as  late  as  Jsiiuary  or 

Kebruary  Boinan ;  bul  moe(  fommonly  it  vvoulil  lie  November  or  Decem- 

Ixr.    In  ttiiB  iDHlatice  il  does  not  ajtpear  that  tbe  i-oniilia  iveieatittri|iHted  ; 

,        only  the  ingress.     Thi-  consuls  dci'ted  were  apiiointed  with  the  undcr- 

atAndiog  that  ihcy  should  enter  on  office  almost  immediately.  Ex  Kal. 

Jannanis,  not  Ex  Idibiu  Martiis. 


*  »i.  45>     Cf.  Lirjr,  xli(. 

f  Cf. Um*.  ?.  clt  iu.  MVt.  i».ViJ. r. 4«4. 

*  UaAraii,  Ca|>rauie,  Piuaaa,  acuil 


Fo^iiii.   Cf.  Varro,  Do  Lingiia  lat.  v. 
57.      Gnitrr,  Iw.  .^. 


193  On 


tton  or 


tan  CfUendar.   nil 


Cousequeutly  on  the  aigbt  of  the  battle  September  4  tlierc 
must  have  bceu  dmost  liie  Light  of  the  full  nioon.  Yet  even 
that  TOoon  would  not  rise,  September  4,  until  an  hour  or  two 
alter  suusct:  so  that  the  pursuit  or  the  Romans  might  be 
stopped  by  the  dark  not  long  after  sunset,  as  it  is  said  to 
have  been ;  and  ret  there  would  he  light  for  any  other  pur- 
poftc,  like  that  of  the  removal  of  the  Arcvaci  to  Xnmantta, 
forniucli  the  greater  part  of  the  uiglit.  It  may  be  inferred 
from  nu  obsenation  of  Sti-nbo'e''  that  the  tribes  in  this  part 
of  Spain  paid  particular  attention  to  the  nights  on  which  the 
moon  was  at  tlic  full :  'Rviot  hi  tqvs  KaiiXaUavi  i$^ovt  ^aai' 
rovf  bi  Kt\Ttffr]pat  koI  tovs  Tipoa^oppov^  t&p  &^p<iti>  a!rroit  (Uw- 
if^fuf  Ttvl  0«i^  rms  ratiTcXi]i'oir  uvicrwp  ir^  t&v  wKitv  vaPOiK(  tt 
XoptwiP  Koi  Trai-iTx^*"".  On  this  principle,  they  would  alwajv 
be  ready  ou  the  uiglits  of  the  fidl  moons  to  remove  with  all 
their  families  and  effects,  if  there  was  occasion,  from  ode 
place  to  another. 

Three  daya  after  these  proceedings,  conseigucutty  Seiitilis 
24,  September",  Nobilior  laid  aiege  to  Nuniantta<:;  and  aooa 
after,  while  before  that  city,  experienced  a  second  reverse  of 
fortune  almost  as  serious  as  the  former;  and  tliis  was  fol- 
lowed by  more ;  so  that  at  last  eren  Ocelis,  (Ptolemy,  Qeogr. 
ii.  V.  ^  9.'OK<Kot;)  a  neighbouring  city,  where  the  Itoroaa 
headquarters  had  been  fixed,  and  from  which  they  drew  their 
supplies,  was  induced  to  join  in  the  general  defection  :  to 
consequence  of  which  Nobilior  was  compelled  Sub  pellibus 
hiemarc  :  'Cv  t«^  iTrpaTOff^A((>  ti(xtifia{e,  artySaot  iv  i&vi-aro... 
Kol  >i<u:vi:a0(ai'...Kai  vitptrov  TrvKi'OnjTt  xal  Kpuiwit  ;^aA<7orijn* 
SoTC  TToXAoi  7a>v  rrrpaTLteraui  ul  fxiv  ip  rois  ^^fn/yart<T^otr  ol  Hk  km 
Iviov  vTiii  OT(vo\(apia^  hoi  Kpvovf  aniiWvt'To^.  These  are  phun 
intimations  of  the  setLiug  in  of  winter  soon  after  the  revolt  of 
Ocelis ;  and  that  coidd  not  have  been  later  than  the  middle 
or  end  of  the  Roman  September;  which  must  consequently 
have  fallen  at  this  period  very  much  like  the  Julian  Septem- 
ber: as  our  calendar  shews  that  it  did. 


^  lit.  4-  WLirlbrr  tlir  i^lvndnr  of 
thi»»  (uti)tnunilir*  at  titi*  liiiii-  nkn 
wu  luruu-  inaj^or  nutj'  Dot  bv  hi/irnbli? 

Tke  Gaula  liomoor  pwd  flic  ttutie  lunJ 
vt  nfuni  tn  thf  riill  moon  i  snil  ib»ir 
tttniu  M  tliii  tiine  ww  ctrtwly  Iv- 


aar.  In  an;-  isM.  it  U  •  joit  inftreiKia 
fioio  »uil>  ■t»t«ni«iiiU,  ill  <Hir  ujiiiUuD, 
tbu  ib«  NucUdioreil  rjdv  vt  tlwm 
^'IMlnill1l  tritM*.  afrvobljp  In  tlip  tin)> 
venal  rul«  «t  flnt,  wu  Ktill  rtckiind 
fVnm  nvnicig. 
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SscnoN  III. — On  the  date  of  the  Treatise  ofCato  De  Re 

Kustica. 
From  the  state  of  the  calendar  too  during  the  first  eight 
years  of  this  third  cycle,  we  may  probably  also  collect  tlie 
tnie  date  of  the  extant  treatise  of  Oato  the  elder,  Dc  Ke 
Buatica.  There  are  various  allusions  in  that  work  from 
which  a  correct  idea  of  the  relation  of  the  civil  to  the  natural 
year  at  the  time  when  they  were  penned  may  be  derived ; 
and  that  in  our  opinion  is  such  as  to  apply  to  the  seventh  year 
of  thii  particular  cycle,  when  the  Kalends  of  January  were 
bearing  date  January  8  B.  C.  154,  more  exactly  than  to  any 
other,  before  or  after  it,  which  could  have  come  within  the 
lifetime  of  Gato  himself. 

A«  first,  where  he  is  speaking  De  olea  pendente^,  i.  c.  of 
the  olive-crop  as  yet  ungathercd,  as  still  on  the  trees  ;  it  ap- 
pears that  at  the  time  when  he  was  writing  it  might  be  con- 
sidered to  be  ripe,  and  in  a  {it  state  to  be  gathered,  and  con- 
sequently to  be  disposed  of  by  sale  or  contract,  Ex  Kalendis 
NoTembribus.  If  so,  the  civil  year  at  the  same  point  of  time 
coold  not  have  been  much  out  of  proportion  to  the  natural ; 
for  even  in  the  Julian  year,  and  even  in  Italy,  the  month  of 
NoTember,  (as  we  may  have  occasion  to  shew  more  at  large 
on  a  future  opportunity,)  was  the  usual  montli  of  the  olive- 
gathering:  and  V.G.  600  B.C.  15I-,  as  our  calendar  sliews, 
the  Kalends  of  November  were  falling  on  October  31  j  i.  e. 
as  nearly  as  possible  on  their  proper  date  in  the  Julian  year 
itself.  In  reference  too  to  this  part  of  the  produce  of  the 
year,  and  to  its  proper  application  tt'hen  gathered,  we  find  the 
following  direction  f;  Si  gelicidia  erunt  cum  oleam  coges, 
triduum  aut  quatriduum  post  oleum  faoito  ;  i.  e.  if  the  olives 
still  hanging  on  the  tree  had  been  previously  a  little  touched 
and  mellowed  by  a  frost  they  would  be  ready  for  the  press  so 
much  the  soouer.  A  frost  by  October  31,  even  for  tho 
climate  of  Eome  or  Campania,  would  be  nothing  inci-cdible 
nor  extraordinary. 

Again,  it  is  observable  that  the  term  of  credit  which  tho 
seller  of  the  crop  in  this  case  is  recommended  to  allow  to  the 
buyer  of  it  is  ten  months,  Ex   Kalendis  Novcmbribus  in 

■  Cap.  cxlvi.  '  Ibid.  Ixv. 
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question  k.     This  terra  of  icn  months,  in  siich  a  case,  in  it«d 
is  nothing  extraordinary.     It   wna  the  tisnal  length  of  the 
year  of  credit  among  the  Romans'".     If  there  ia  any  tbirup 
peculiar  iu  it,  it  lies  in  the  liiuiti  prescribed  for  the  year  in 
qncstioii ;    ten  months,  from  the  KaJeuds  of  November  iu 
one  ycnr  to  the  KhU-iuIh  i>f  l^i'iitcmber  iu  another :  and,  if 
the  year  fvns  reullv  U.  C.  600  il.C.  15i,  thai  would  be  from 
October  31  B.  C.  ir,4  to  September  13  li.  <.;.  153.     Now  the 
ultimate  origin  of  this  particular  rule  among  the  Romans  re- 
lating to  the  year  of  credit,  as  we  shewed  on  a  former  occasion, 
is  to  bo  traced  up  to  the  use  of  the  Nundinal  year  amoog 
them;   and  though  the  Nundinal  year  as  the  ciril  year  had 
long  been  laid  aside  nt  Home,  yet,  from  the  time  of  Servim 
Tulliua  and  that  of  the  institution  of  the  census,  it  bad  been' 
connect»l  even  among  tlie  Romans  with  the  Lnstral  cycle:, 
and  that  cycle  iu  particular  appears  to  have  been  all  aloogl 
regulated  by  it.     1).  C-  l^-l*  was  a  Lustral  year.     It  waa  tbe! 
date  of  the  Ixxxist  cycle  ^:    in  which  the  Nundinal  Mturtiusi 
fell  on  Jan.  4  Roman  U.  C.  600,  January  1 1  Julian  B.  C.  l&-i. 
The  second  year  of  this  cycle  would  bear  date  Nov.  11  B.  C. 
1B4;  and  the  thit-d  Sept.  10  H. C:.  IM.     The  Kalends  of  No- 
veraljcr  Oct.  .'il  nud  tlic:  KhIcihU  of  September  Sept.  13  were 
the  nearest  dates  to  these  which  could  have  been  speciBed,  in 
terms  of  the  Roman  calendar,  U.C.  600  to  V.  C.  fiOl.     If 
they  were  purposely  specified  on  that  account;    it  would  bei 
demonstrative  proof  that  these  limits  were  prescribed  U.  C.J 
601  B.C.  l.^-l.  I 

Again,  where  he  is  speaking  De  vino  pundento*',  the 
crop  of  the  year,  ready  to  be  gathered,  but  not  y 
gathered :  the  direction  given  is  Locus  vini  ad  K. 
Octobria  primns  dabitur.  si  non  ante  ca  cxportavcris  do: 
Tino  quid  volet  faciet'.  And  this  must  imply  that  it  must 
have  been  supposed  that  tbt-  grapes  would  be  ripe  and  ready 
for  the  vintage  on  the  KulcudB  of  October.  Sraliger"  in- 
ferreil  from  this  direction  that  the  Roman  October  hiul  do«| 
gut  into  the  place  of  the  Julian  Scptcni)>cr.  Hut  that  would 
suppose  that  the  natur^  and  regular  nntagc  month  for 


t  i'-mp  rtln. 

^  IKh.  H.  a.  I.  »en.  it.  VoL  i.  ;i. 

'  Vol.  ii.  J.10. 


*  Cap.  ctdva.    Cf.  cKlniL 

•  d.  rxUii. 
"   IV  KncmUtiiwo.  ii.  i86.  A.J 


«a.  I.S.J-  Iiretptiar  CaleHtiar.  C'ifcle  ill  }i.CAG0~]^7.    135 


n    Ocl 


iutate  uf  luly  about  Rotoc  was  the  Jnlinn  September,  nnd, 
the  thne  of  ChIo.  a  month  before  the  nuhimnnl  cquniox. 
grapes  inilivd  in  some  parts  of  Italy  inif,'ht  bp  ripo  at  the 
ning  of  September :  butj  as  a  gt-Denil  rule,  and  throogh- 
t  the  oounlry,  even  for  that  part  of  il  where  Cato  must  be 
suppo»e()  to  hare  been  writing  (Campania  more  parlicularly), 
that  would  not  be  the  case  before  the  autumnal  e<]iunox :  that 
w,  in  his  time  towards  the  end  of  the  Jnlinn  September ;  as 
we  hope  to  Hhew  more  at  large  on  a  future  occanioii.  The 
inference  which  we  ourHcIves  draw  from  this  direction  is  that, 
when  Cato  was  penning  it,  Oetobcr  Roman  did  not  difl'er  ma- 
terially from  October  Julian.  Our  ealcndar  shew«  that 
V.  C.  fiOO  B.  C.  ir>4  such  was  the  case.  The  Kalends  of 
October  were  then  falling  i>u  Seplcmbur  3U. 
Tlmv  is  another  direction,  relating  to  the  vi»ttm  in  doHU', 
Dvine  already  made  and  bottled  or  jarred  ;  Viuum  nocipito 
erator)  ante  K.  Jnn.  prinias;  i.  e.  the  buyer  was  to  fetch 
it  from  the  prcmisca  by  the  firnt  of  January  all**]-  the  Kalends 
of  October;  by  which,  in  the  nntuml  conrse  of  things,  the 
grapes  would  have  been  gathered  and  prc»9cd.  This  was  to 
ftllow  three  mouths  for  the  fcnuuutiug  and  settling  of  the 
wine  in  the  jara.  It  should  be  obserred  however,  as  we  had 
occasion  to  explain  in  a  former  part  of  this  work'',  that  the 
time  of  the  ycai'  which  was  supposed  to  try  the  new  wine 
most  was  that,  of  the  Flatus  Kavunii,  the  settiug  in  of  the  first 
iirnrm  winds  after  the  winter;  and  in  the  Julian  calendar  that 
as  the  beginning  of  February.  It  would  sccni  to  be  only 
jonabte  that  the  risk  of  this  critical  Hcawn  should  be  run 
y  the  purchaser,  not  by  the  seller ;  and  therefore  that  the 
nc  of  the  last  year's  vintitge,  having  been  already  taatc-d  aud 
tpproTed  and  tuu^ained  for  by  the  Kalends  of  October  or 
•onn  after,  should  be  carried  home  by  the  pureliaser  on  or 
before  the  Knlmdii  of  January. 

Again,  De  Pnbuln  hibcrnor,  and  the  location,  letting,  or 

rnjng  of  it ;  the  direction  is  Pabulum  friii  occipito  ex  Kal. 

cptenibribu».,..cetcro  pabulo  Kalcndis  Martiis  ccdito.    This 

dkxws  six  months  in  all  for  the  u»c  of  the  Pabulum  hibemnm 

if  every  kind,  the  right  of  pasture  on  the  winter  fare  of 

'Gittle ;  and  had  the  Julian  year  been  in  existence  at  Home  in 

•  Osp.  vslriiL         «  IKm.  til  rh.  HI.  wn.  t).  Vol.  1.  t^.        *  Cap.  cxib. 
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Cato^s  time  nothing  would  hnvc  been  more  naturnl  than  to 
iufcT  fi-om  »tie)i  A  ilirectioii  tlmt  this  right  n'n.t  to  bc^n  aboDi 
ii  louDth  before  the  aDtiinuiul  equinox  nnJ  lo  iLTuiJuntc  about 
a  month  before  the  Tcnuil.  The  case  va»  rerj  little  difTcr- 
ent  IT.C.GCXIB.C.  151;  whiMi  the  Kulends  of  Mni-cb  fell  on 
March  5,  nntl  the  KalcutU  of  .ScptomhiT  on  Sejiteiubcr  1 :  and 
t1ic  mean  vcrunl  equinox  nns  falUng  on  Mnreb  2(t,  the  true 
on  Mardt  24;  the  nicau  autumoal  equinox  on  September  3o, 
the  true  ou  September  26,  for  the  meridian  of  Home. 

And  here  we  may  jwiut  out  ;mother  coiucideiice;  Olivetam 
diebus  xv  ante  Kquiuoctiiim  vemum  iucipito  putare.  ex  oo 
die  dies  xlv  recte  putiibifti.  It  is  exceedingly  prohnbln  that 
these  iii  days  were  intended  of  the  iotcrval  in  the  Roman  ca- 
lendar from  the  Ides  of  some  month,  in  which  thcjr  fell  od 
the  15th,  to  the  end  of  the  next  month,  which  of  course 
would  be  a  mouth  of  29  dnys.  Now  that  would  be  the  eaw 
nith  the  intervid  from  the  Ides  of  March  to  the  end  of  the 
month  of  Aprilis;  juRt  \i>  dnya  from  the  foniicr  cxoluKive  to 
the  latter  iucluBtve.  If  this  conjecture  is  in  the  right,  then 
when  this  direction  vwb  given  tlic  Ides  of  March  irero  falling 
\'i  (litvs  before  the  vernal  equinox,  or  the  assumed  date  of  the 
vernal  equinox.  U.  C.  600  B.  C.  lo-l  the  Kalemla  of  March 
were  falling  on  March  5,  nud  therefore  the  Ides  on  March  19; 
and  the  vernal  equinox,  15  days  after  March  19,  on  this  prin- 
ciplc  would  be  dated  April  3.  Tliat  would  ho  too  late  for  the 
mean  venial  equinox  of  this  time,  March  ^ ;  or  fur  the  tnw 
March  21;  but  it  would  be  exactly  coincident  with  the  fixed 
date  of  the  vernal  equinox  in  the  Etrurian  sphere,  after  B.  C. 
672,  April  3 ' ;  and  there  might  be  many  reasons  why,  in  this 
treatise  of  his  Pc  He  llustka,  Cato  might  choose  to  take  ha 
niiturol  terms,  cardinal  points,  or  <m\piyfiaTa.,  from  that  sphere 
in  piu-ticuliir:  between  which,  as  It  was,  and  the  true  even 
at  thi»  time  the  dill'erence  fur  all  practicitl  purposes  might  be 
considered  idniost  imperceptible. 

Again,  Dc  fructu  ovium^vendendo*,  the  direction  given  is 
tliis :  Agnua  diem  et  noctem  qui  vixerit  in  fructum  cedat 
(sc.  emtoi-i):  ct  Kalendis  Juniis  umtor  fruetu  dcccdat.  It  Is 
hereby  lutp)it.-il  Ihiit  by  the  htbt  iliiy  of  Miu'us  the  lambing 
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season  for  the  year  might  fairly  be  supposed  to  be  over ;  and 
therefore  thiit  any  Iambs  dropped  later  than  that  day,  i.  e.  on 
or  after  the  Kalends  of  Juno,  could  not  he  considered  as 
comprehended  in  the  ordinary  terms  and  construction  of  a 
hatpin  previously  made  for  ihoifrvcivs  ovium  of  the  year. 
And,  if  Maius  was  the  last  of  the  spring  months  and  Junius 
was  the  first  of  the  summer  months  at  this  time,  that  would 
be  only  consistent  and  natural.     The  spi-iug  months  of  the 
regular  calendar  indeed  were  Martins  and  Aprilis,  as  we  have 
Been*.     Here  Gato  specifies  tlie  Kalends  of  June  as  the  natu- 
ral termination  of  the  spring;  and  if  he  reckoned  the  vernal 
equinox,  (agreeably  to  the  Etrurian  division  of  the  sphere,) 
from  April  3,  he  proliably  reckoned  the   summer  solstice, 
agreeably  to  the  same  division  also  for  this  time,  on  July  4. 
And  this  brings  a  remarkable  coincidence  to  light ;  viz.  that 
the  Kalends  of  June,  U.C.  COO  B.C.  15^.,  fell  critically  on 
June  4;  i.  e.  just  one  month  before  this  date  of  the  solstice. 
The  true  date  of  the  summer  solstice  at  this  time  was  June 
25  and  26;  that  of  the  mean  was  June  24  and  25. 

Cato  adds.  Si  interkalatum  crit  K.  Mails  (emtor  sc.  fruetu) 
decedat ;  from  which  it  follows  that  the  preceding  direction 
■was  intended  for  a  common  year  of  the  calendar,  and  that 
this  qualification  was  necessary  to  adapt  it  to  an  intercalary 
one.  U.  C.  000  B.C.  151  was  a  common  year.  U.C.  GOl 
B.C.  153  was  an  intercalary  one.  It  is  observable  that  the 
terms  of  this  qualification  run  Si  interkalatum  crit ;  not 
Quando  or  Cum  interkalatum  fuerit:  %\hich  in  our  opinion 
implies  that  intercalary  rears  at  thi.>*  period  of  the  history  of 
the  calendar  were  not  matters  of  course,  and  could  not  be 
looked  for  at  stated  times.  It  is  a  veiy  clear  inference  from 
this  manner  of  speaking  tliat  the  year  in  which  Cato  himself 
was  writing  had  not  been,  or  was  not  expected  to  be,  inter- 
calary. Now  there  is  no  common  year,  among  the  first  seven 
years  of  this  third  cycle,  but  B.C.  15-1 — 153,  and  B.C.  IfiO- 
159.  In  the  latter  of  these  years  every  month  in  the  calen- 
dar was  a  month  at  least  in  anticipation  of  the  Julian  mouth 
of  the  same  name.  None  of  the  preceding  allusions  there- 
fore could  have  applied  to  this  year  with  any  thing  like  the 
tame  propriety  with  which  they  do  so  to  B.  C.  154. 

t  Diss.  xiii.    c)i.  V.  iect.  ii.  Supra,  p.  R9. 
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As  to  the  qualification  iUelf.  or  the  modification  of  tlie 
terms  of  a  contract  like  tbis  for  the  Frucius  oritim^  the  pro- 
duce of  thu  lipriii;;  months  of  the  ycur,  (limitod  as  ahovc  de- 
fined by  April  3  nud  by  Jonc  4',)  Hccordtag  ss  it  was  iulcuided 
for  a  common  yenr,  or  for  no  intercalary  year  of  the  caleudttr 
respectively ;  in  un  intcrcidary  year  the  Kalends  of  May 
would  be  advanced  22  or  33  days  more  into  the  Kammer. 
ThuB  had  U.C.  600  been  intercalated,  as  the  next  yc»r  wm, 
vith  a  MerhedoiiiuB  of  23  days,  the  KiUenda  of  January  stiU 
hearing  date  on  the  &t\\  of  January :  tlie  Kalends  of  May 
would  have  fallen  on  the  27th  oi'  May  :  only  eight  days 
earlier  tlian  June  4.  In  this  case  it  would  evidently  hare 
been  just  as  reasonable  to  prescribe  the  Kalends  of  Miiy  for 
the  limit  of  the  Fmctua  oviuro,  na  the  Kalends  of  June 
under  tbe  actual  circumstances  of  the  caw  *. 

For  these  reasons  theu,  and  from  these  eonsideratiouB,  we 
tbink  it  may  be  concluded  with  very  ^rcat  jirubability  OmX 
this  treatise  of  Cato'ti  l>u  Re[^Hu8tti'n  was  iietiiiLJIy  written 
U.C.  GOO  B.C.  15 i.  W'c  are  not  iiWHre  of  any  objectiuu 
which  could  be  urged  against  that  conclusion  from  mny 
known  fact  of  his  persona]  history.  The  date  of  this  work 
of  his  has  not  been  handed  down  m  terms  j  yet  there  is  good 
njaaou  to  believe  tlint  it  was  written  Ititu  in  his  lifetime,  and 
did  not  long  precede  his  <leath.  Plutarch  luu  mentioned  it 
in  his  life  of  Cato ;  but  he  has  nut  speciBed  its  date.  There 
is  however  an  nllusion  to  it  in  the  Natural  History  of  Pliny, 
which  comes  very  near  to  an  actutd  statement  of  its  actual 
dale;  and  that  too  precisely  ihe  same  tu  which  wc  have  our- 
selves determined  it,  IT.  C.  600:  Separatim  toto  tnictatu  sen- 
tentia  ejus  {Catouis  sc.J  indicandn  est,  at  in  omui  genere 
uoscamus  q\iie  fuerint  celeberrimu  huqo  Isexcentesimo  urbis, 
drca  captas  Cartbaginem  nc  Corinthum  ijuum  auprcraum  is 


*  We  havt  not  (li«iN)vcT«d  any  AlliiiiionM  to  llie  ntoon  in  Qm  trmtiM^ 
wlticli  am  adculated  to  thmu-  li^ht  on  iu  date.  It  i«  otwervabW  that 
t'.  C.  6oo  tbe  Kalenilit  lA  Januarj-,  Janttnty  H  st  miduight  B.  ('.  154. 
would  he  true  u>  the  moon  Ef  pK<ui .-  i.  e.  at  two  or  three  dnya  old.  H«ito« 
cTcn  such  ■  dircttion  »  th«  fuItowinK,  underslood  of  that  yur,  would 
be  ngnilicMt;  Nisi  iuiermeetri  lunacpie  dimidiaU  inat«riam  nc  tangu: 
Cap.  xxxvW.  §  ^.  Tlie  lirtt  liin«r  dicliotoiny  U.C.  600  wuuld  fsD  on 
tlie  vni  Iditt  nf  Jantuirjr  tb«inwlvrK- 
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diem  obiit ;  et  quantum  postea  ccxxx  annis  vita  profecerit  ". 
The  reading  of  both  these  numbers  is  genuine.    The  latter, 
iDtended  of  the  interval  from  the   date  of  Cato's  work  De 
Re  Bustica  to  that  of  the  Natural  History,  confirms  the  for- 
mer; for  the  date  of  the  Natural  History  was  actually  U.  C, 
830,  exactly  230  years  from  U.  C.  600.     Tlie  passage  indeed 
ia  ambiguous ;  since  it  appears  to  date  the  death  of  Cato  and 
the  capture  of  Corinth  and  Carthage  as  both  alike  events  of 
U.  C.  600.     But  Pliny  very  well  knew  that  Cato   died  in 
reality  in  U.  C.  605 ;  three  years  before  the  destruction  of 
those  two  cities.    There  is  no  reason  then  why  we  should  not 
suppose  him  to  have  intended  to  refer  the  death  of  Cato  to 
the  time  generally  denoted  by  circa  captas  Cartkaginem  ac 
Cormtkum,  which  would  be  true  of  it  generally  also ;  but  the 
date  of  his  work  De  Re  Rustica,  which  contained  his  obser- 
Tations  and  rules  and  directions  of  that  kind,  to  the  anno 
vt^cerUenmo    urbig.     The  form  of  that  date  implies  that  it 
vaa  Btrictly  intended:   in  the  six  hundredth  year,  not  about 
the  six  hundredth  year.     If  so  Fliny  must  have  known  that 
these   observations   and  rules  of  Cato  were  actually  made 
public  in  the  600th  year  of  the  city  ;  were  actually  the  most 
approved  and  most  popular  which  bad  appeared  up  to  that 
time  ;  or  which  bad  yet  been  known  of  in  the  six  hundredth 
year  of  the  city  *. 

*  PUoy  obaerveK '  that  there  was  no  medicua  by  profession  at  Rome 
up  to  U.  C.  600 ;  nor  Aoea  any  allusion  to  inedici  occur  in  this  treatise 
of  Cato'a :  though  he  is  said  to  have  mentioned  some  such  who  were 
his  contemporaries,  in  others  of  his  works  '^.  In  fact,  according  to  Plu- 
tarch, be  disliked  the  profession  generally :  'O  Jt'  uii  fiSpw  mnjxSai'f^ 
Toiff  ^fXnro^tiau'  'EXXiJiwi',  A\a  xai  roit  larptvmrTat  tv  'P»>itn  '* 
vttff^w  fix*"  ^-  1'he  above  statement  of  Pliny's  then  is  quite  consistent 
with  our  assumed  date  of  the  Res  Rustica,  U.  C.  600.  That  it  was 
written  for  cohteniporaries,  and  was  expected  to  pass  into  the  hands  of 
contemponries,  is  evident  from  itself.  Hence  its  mention  oilimng  names; 
L.  Turiniua  of  Caainum,  C.  Mennius  of  Venafrum,  Manius  Percennius 
of  NoUS&c.  It  alludes  also  by  name  to  the  Numi  Victoriati^;  and 
these,  according  to  Pliny  ^  were  first  introduced  into  Rome  by  the  IVi* 
umphus  Illyricus  of  Anicius^,  B.C.  167. 

1    U.N.   ixiL   5.   347:    c-f.  U.   161  :  ■'■  (;xlv.  (  J. 

xxix.  6.                 2  Cf.  II.  N.  XXX.  7.  B  H.  N.  xxxiu.  13.  p.  64  :  cf.  Fm- 

H  Titk,  xxiii:  cf.  Pliny,  H.  N.  zxix.  7.  tua,  xiv.  317.  13  PstrM. 

->  Cap.  czxzT.  p.  97.  f  3  :   cli.  t  4.  '  Sii)ira,  p.  166. 

•»  liv.  5.  p.  39:  L-f.  XV!.  13;  xix,  41.  p.  419. 
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Sectiov  IV, —  On  the  administraiitm  of  the  Vatetidar  frvm 
B.  C.  164  downwards. 

With  rcgnnt  to  the  remainiler  of  tbls  tliird  cycle,  from 
B.  C.  164-153  down  to  IJ.  C.  137 ;  there  is  no  date  cxtmnt 

PluUreli  nitiilioM  t]i»  treatise  (>r Colo's  aniong  hie  txlier  works;  autl 
oliserr^s  iipnn  it  that  ha  hud  deccmclrd  in  it  even  into  kiich  tninuti* 
aH  a  rM:i{)e  for  iiuOtiiig  p^iociilcrii  (ir^oKativac)  ani]  the  Itlte :  IfUl  1w  lUtC* 
not  afsigo  its  datri  nor  i^ny  it  M-hiit  iieriod  uf  \i\»  life  it  was  writtm 
ZvHr^rTfTn  ))<i>  o'c  Adyti'i  *«  ■nrro&nroil-t'  mii  I'tm^uie.  y<a*^i)'ui  A*  ajwv* 
«ty«   yif^  fuv  ^   Tti   ic<i1   &<i   r^>i  jfpiiaw'    ^fiftrl  yap  fiHfi  E«;[p^trdai   /u&oif 

^t^MijOi-n  tar  ayfiAr  it<>p*tx'-  "a^  irvrT<Taicral  yt  ^i^i'im-  y(ai|iy(«rA*-,  n>  y 
mil  tr>/>I  frAflKoiiiTM*'  cKnutmnf '  «al  Tq^9f*>t  uciapaf  yiypatjttr.  iw  innrl 
^tXar4^oi'/HKir  tttpirris  tu/ai  nil  QUae^.  We  may  collet  liowerer  fmn 
A.  (telliiiH  lliul  it  couJiI  nut  hai'c  been  wrilteu  bcfoie  the  ;atb  yrot  oE 
lua  s^f ;  M.  OlH.  cuiiaubrii  el  ccnaoiius  jmblicii*  jam  i<rii-au>><)ue  opu- 
lentils  ri'hiiH.  villan  huah  in^xcultas  et  rudes,  iie  i<x-iohu  tiniilefn  pts^italt 
fuiss*  dicit  (id  annum  usqne  ertatiH  eujp  eqiUiagMiimjtn*.  riulnrrh 
probalily  albidps  lo  ihii  nyinn  of  hii,  in  what  he  too  tnentions:  T«r 
Jf  iwaCXtav  atTov  f«i]9«fii«-  tlrai  iMXwia>M^v  '<> !  and  be  was  then  at 
old  miiD. 

^^'iUl  regard  to  tlie  diruiwlogj'  of  li>a  life  in  generolf  according  to 
Clc«ro"  111!  was  bom  (»t  Tusniliim '2)  U.C.  3*0  B.C.  334;  and  died 
V.C^O^  B.C.  149.  Tlic  Mipprts?!)  dstc  of  lhi»  dtDlofliie"  was  the  33P(I 
year  n(\eT  thf  drath  of  S^-ipio  Africsiiu«  the  rldor ;  und  that  ii  dated  (rioe 
yrnie  after  the  n)n8tdt>bip  of  Citu  U.  C.  5y>  B.  C.  i^s*  "nd  one  ycu*  be- 
fore hw  eta*on}Ap  U.C  570  D. C.  |S4<^.  Ilietc  nalementx  we  oot 
■trictly  curt,  llie  true  dsle  of  ScJpio*»  drnlh  u  w«  litre  wtn  "  from  tbv 
Iwtiinooy  of  rolyWiw  vm  U.  C.  57*  B.  C.  1S3.  But  tliry  do  not  affrcl 
the  jiriwnl  quwi-nn"'. 

'IVahov?  dstf  orhi«birtb,  U-C.-JJO  B.C.  334.  is  cooaislenl  with  whit 
Rutarth"  rernrds  from  himself,  that  he  wm  17  whtn  he  atn-ed  his  RtbI 
ampugn ;  and  that  Uiat  n-u  n*pl  &r  'Awnt^ir  ;(p)i<'oi>  t (n>j(Mr>  «V<^(y« 
t^r  IrnXlni'.  If  this  rfieans  17  caia|deie  tbut  would  Ue  the  c«m  U.C. 
53;  B.C.  217  in  ibeyearofTbraBirnen'^.    And  in  this  case  we  mayinftr 


'  it.  Ve  On  Rurtifj,  Kxti 

"  Vtm.  \xv.  9  siii.  n. 

HI  Vila,  I*. 

11  Il«  Sf-upcl^lo,  4,  10:  f,  14  I  6, 
li^i   15,  jtJ:  14.  .«o 

U  i'iu[>r<'L,  Vila,  I.  C^iii-.tiii*  XiS 
pin.  \'.i.i    t.      Siltua  I*..-.!,  vri    (r.l, 

'    '  ~:'-<»i  '9.  **  \M^- 

■  I  •.XLT.^.i.apflt iii.fniTft,!!]. 
K  Lf.  Uf  Aniii^liB    J,  II  :  Tu'Cii- 


Udfb,  1.1..1:  Bniliu,  ir,  <Oi  fil ;  l«^ 
Ho :  i.t,  8^ 
1:   \tla.r. 

<l4tH  his  flnt  ram[ialcn  Q.  FklilO 
Mnimo  V..  CIbimIIo  Manwlbi  Onu. 
\.v.  \^A'..  pto;  «t  17  ywn  of  atv  lit 
Hillv*  ltitlit'U*Caia  ft|<|Tan  Ant  m  Ma 
liitti  bwk,  ^vtt.  fMii  J  niitl  Ibu  Iwlou^ 
to  lh»  yrar  i>t  Tlinu>nH<a. 
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which  comes  within  it,  not  even  the  date  of  a  triumph,  of 
vliich  we  are  ourselves  aware  j  and  yet  the  administration  of 

that  Cato  was  born  eome  day  before  the  date  of  Thrafiimen  at  least,  June 
33  Roman,  July  I3  Julian. 

In  like  manner  it  seems  to  be  aj^eed  that  he  died  ia  the  first  year  of  the 
third  Punic  war:  'hp^fiivav  8t  iroKtfulv  «V(\f vnjtrf 'i*.  This  war  be^n 
U.  C.  605  B.  C.  149  in  the  consular  year  of  L.  MarctUH  Cenaorinus  Man. 
ManiliuB.  In  tbia  year  Pliny  distinctly  dates  bis  death  :  Atque  hie  Cato 
Dcv  anno  urbis  nostra^  obiit,  lxxxv"  suo'*'.  And  yet  Cicero^'  would 
imply  that  he  died  before  the  war  broke  out.  But  so  far  from  this ;  there 
is  good  reason  to  believe  that  he  must  have  lived  until  near  the  end  of  the 
first  year  of  the  war  itself,  and  of  the  consular  year  in  which  it  began : 
^milianum  quoque  Scijiionem,  nays  Pliny"'^-,  Varro  auctor  est  donatum 
obsidiocali  in  Africa  Manilio  consume  coliortibus  sen-atid.  Cato  lived  to 
hear  of  that  event  of  the  first  year  at  Icast-^. 

The  age  of  Cato  at  his  death,  U.  C.  605,  conuequently  is  correctly  repre- 
aenttd  by  Pliny  and  Cicero  in  the  above  passttfjesal  85,  understood  at  least 
of  85  complete;  though  in  strictness  he  must  hai-e  died  in  bis  t?6th  year, 
if  he  was  bom  U.  C.  530  un  some  day  before  June  23  Roman  that  year. 
Yet  Livy  supposes  him  to  have  lived  to  be  90:  Uui  sextum  et  octogesi- 
mum  annum  agens  caussam  dixerit,  ip^e  yto  se  oraverit  scripseritque : 
nonagesimo  anno  8er.  Galham  a<l  popuh  adduxerit  judicium--'.  These 
statements  are  both  repeated  by  Plutarch^^ ;  and  the  first  of  tliem  is  so  by 
Valerius  Maximus^.  Ttie  latter  must  he  in  error.  It  would  be  confuted 
by  Cato's  accotmt  of  his  own  age  at  the  battle  of  Thrasimen,  17  or  18.  For 
this  accusation  of  Ser.  Galba  was  certainly  not  later  than  U.  C.  605  B.  C. 
149  :  and  had  Cato  been  90  then  he  muat  have  been  born  U.  C,  5 16,  and 
would  have  been  ai  at  least  in  the  year  of  Thrasimen  U.  C.  537.  But  Cato 
ivas  often  accui<ed  or  accuser  in  the  course  of  his  hfe.  Plutarch  says  he 
was  reus  or  defendant  in  50  SiViii^' :  and  Cicero-^  that  he  left  rj^o  orations 
behind  him,  many  of  them  deliveted  in  his  own  defence.  Plutarch  from 
another  of  bin  allusions^  gives  us  reason  to  conclude  that  his  true  age  on 
the  occasion  when  Livy,  Valerius  Maximus,  and  even  he  himself  in  his 
Vita,  suppose  him  to  have  been  80,  was  in  reality  only  80. 

It  seems  to  he  agreed  too  that  his  accusation  of  fSer.  Calha  was  one  of 
the  events  of  the  very  last  year  of  his  life.  Consequently  when  he  was 
actually  in  his  85th  or  in  his  86th  year.  The  speech  which  he  delivered  on 
that  occasion  was  inserted  in  the  viith  hook  of  his  Origines^ ;  the  same 

I'J  Plutarch,  Vita,  xxvii.  x.    Ap!>phl)ipgiuatB,  Sdpion.  Junitiris, 

!u  H.  N.   xxix.  R:  cf.   viv.  5.   39:  iii.     A.  Gclliiis,  ix.  14. 
Xf.  JO.  aoq.     Cicero,  Brutus,  15,  61 :  ^J  xxxix.  40,  ^^  Vita,  .\v. 

10,  fto-     Vclleioa  Pat,  i.  i,;.  't  viii.  \ii.  1  De  Stii<lt<)  et  Industria. 

ai  I)e  Officiw,  i  aj,  71).  '^7  Vita,  xv.  M  lirutus  1;,  65. 

'i-  11.  N.  xxii.  6.  Ill,  11  i-  VuUeins  '-■>  An  soiii  sit  gerenda  reapublJca,  ii. 

Put.  i.  la.    Appinn,viii.  103  104.  105.  -lO  ('icuro,  I)e  Oratorc,  i.  53,  1J7. 

24  Cf.  Livy,  Epitome,  xlix.     Pcily-  llrutua,  2.1.  89.     A.  G(-lliu3,  L  .1 :  :<iii, 

liiiu,  xxxvi.  6.  §  6.     Plutarch,  Cato  34.      Valerius  Max.  \n\.  1.  1  Vc  Ju- 

Mnj,  xxvii:  Rcipal>lictc  (lercniiie  Pner.  dirii*  publiriii. 
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the  calendar  nil  this  time  speaks  for  ttAnlf  There  U  no  pot^ 
tioii  of  the  irregular  period  in  general  during  whicli  lew 
irregtilarity  appears  to  have  been  pennittcd  dv  facto  than  for 
the  remainder  of  this  cycle ;  so  much  ao  that  the  old  rule  of 
Bdmiuistratiun  might  have  hccu  restored  and  cioKly  adhered 
to  throughout  it.  The  years  alternate  common  and  inier- 
oalary  ;  the  former  35J  days  in  length,  the  latter  377  or  378 
jtro  re  naia  .-  and  by  this  simple  management  the  Nundinal 
incidence  too  is  kept  constantly  clear  of  the  Kalends  of 
January. 

Nor,  though  particular  proofs  of  the  Lrutli  and  correctncM 
of  our  orraugemente  fur  the  rest  of  this  cycle  may  be  a  deti- 

book  wliH-fa  Cicero  aup[WKM  lam  lo  have  had  in  hsad  at  the  oasuned  titta 
of  his  own  didtiiifue  De  Smcclutc-*'.  The  whole  ttf  these  Origtna,  ae- 
cording  lo  C'orm-lhtN  Ncpos'S'.  w&s  written  when  he  wns  trnfrj  and  the; 
eame  down  ta  ihc  prelum  or  official  prBtoriatyeaLr  of  ihiBaamcScr.iialba, 
Uui  diripujt  LmtitsDos*^,  &n<l  tberrby  occBwiooed  lh«  nWlbon  u>d  tlw 
long  war  uf  Viriaihus^.  I1u8  was  hd  act  of  U.  C.  (J04  B.  C.  t^o^^.  Aail 
it  was  (w  this  ihat  Calo  accuKed  htm  before  the  people  -,  consequeaUf  the 
»«y  netl  ywr.  V.i"..  fioj,  «iid  in  th«  voty  feat  ywt  of  his  own  life.  Tb« 
ivih  and  vih  hook  of  the  <>ri|tinc«  cantua«d  the  ^nl  And  aecood  Pumc 
wata^^.  Pliny  ha«  ]ircsfr\*cd  a  dale  conuincd  in  theae  Origines.  which 
diftni  that  tliry  came  don  n  to  llie  close  of  the  war  with  Pctwot"*  ;  B.  C. 
t68  It  least :  and  thnt  feet  wuuld  he  a&rertained  of  the  fifth  book  la  par- 
ticular liy  the  iMUmony  of  Ltvy  uImo-"'. 

Wo  do  not  think  it  necnsary  to  go  any  fnrthrr  into  thtt  pcnonal  htitary 
of  Caiu''*'.  Wv  will  obaerve  only  that  thf  Aiictor  De  Virii,  in  nonune,  baa 
thU  atatcmenl  (•)nceminf(  him :  In  pnrturn  .Sardtniam  subeft>l**i  uhi  ah 
Euaiu  GraviK  lilterU  inktiiutux.  'l'bi!>  [inrliirn  ■■  datrd  hy  1  Jr'y  IT.  C-  ^6 
B.  C.  igl^^,  M'hen  Cato  mutt  have  be«ii  only  37  years  ofiijtc.  AcenrdiO|| 
to  Cic«ra  be  tearnt  Greek  when  he  was  old  1  Ul  ego  feci  qut  GntVM  Intctai 
acnes  didici*'.  Tbi»  HUi«iaeDi  therefore  of  tb«Auctur  Anonymus  must  be 
in  error.  Actopding  to  Comeliub  Nepo*c"  he  hrought  Eniuus  60m  Sar- 
dinia when  he  wan  i|Uieator;  and,  accorduig  to  Cnnirlius  kImi,  u  he  was 
returiiiug  fruin  Afrira. 


81  Cap.  1 1.  38.        w  Vita,ni..|. 

«  }*uetAnins,  GalU.  Til.  4.  <  Y.  Diss. 
■X.  cb.  ii.  M^ct.  liii.  Vol   ii.  143, 

JU  (omoliu*  NriKw,  Vita,  lii.  ^.  Vl. 
A-  G<-Uis>>,  (ii-  ;. 

»  II.  N.  iU.  Iff.  ;oi. 

Ad  sir.  15.  16,  (;(,  A.  (irlliu*,  vii. 
,1,  Of  Itisw  difli-Roit  Unokn,  i-T.  A. 
GtOiuf,  i.  i6t  Ii.  19.  11.  a8:  v.  >< : 
X.  I  :  xi.  I.  3i  IT.  9.  ■.;  ;  sHi.  IJ|. 

y  Cf    riiilanli.   Villi.   >»iv,   sxvii. 


Pliuj.  R.  N.  *iL  1 1.  79.  Satinua.  L  f 
59.     A.  Gellius,  xiH.  10. 

W  Cf.  I'tularch.  Vita,  «u 

w  K»xii,  ;.  K.  1;,  limn,  D«  8a< 
tiertute,  4,  to,  <lal<-«  K  I'.  V.  f.t,o  H.  C, 
i»4.  Tudilana  d  CuU^o;  whim  CMa 
nu  in  rmlily  <|tMeilur- 

w  Dr  HmortubK,  8.  16.  Cf.  Hb- 
tatrU,  Vila,  it.    Acwkmia,  ir,  »,  g. 

»l  Viu,  I.  if.  Ji-riHH-  ill  llinm. 
01ynt|>.  Ii*.  ;. 
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derstum,  are  general  confirmations  of  that  fact  wanting. 
Circumatuitial  accounts  are  still  extant  (chiefly  in  Appian)  of 
the  war  which  the  Romans  were  waging  all  this  time  with 
the  Celtiberi  and  the  Lusitani ;  by  the  help  of  which  it  would 
be  easy  to  shew  that  the  consular  year,  the  natural  year,  and 
the  military  year,  for  the  whole  of  this  period  must  have  been 
beginning  and  ending  very  much  alike :  and  from  our  Fasti, 
during  the  same  period,  that  will  appear  to  have  been  the  case. 
The  consular  or  official  year  all  this  time  bore  date  on  the 
Kalends  of  January ;  and  the  Kalends  of  January,  between 
V.  C.  602  and  U.  C.  627  B.  C.  152  and  B.  C.  137,  according 
to  our  arrangements  never  fell  earlier  than  Jan.  6  nor  later 
than  January  26 :  and  that  is  entirely  consistent  with  every 
intimation  of  the  actual  ingress  or  egress  of  the  official  year, 
or  of  the  nature  and  particulars  of  military  proceedings  be- 
tween the  same  limits,  which  is  still  discoverable  in  Appian 
or  in  any  other  of  the  historians  of  the  time.  . 

Section  V. — On  the  Chronology  of  the  third  Punic  war. 

There  are  also  still  in  existence  circumstantial  accounts  of 

a  part  of  this  period,  B.  C.  149  to  146;  which  comprehends 

the  duration  of  the  third  Punic  war.     And  though  we  do  not 

think  it  necessary,  for  the  sake  of  illustrating  and  confirming 

the  arrangements  of  our  calendar  through  the  remainder  of 

this  third  cycle,  to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  any  other 

part  of  it  in  detail ;  there  are  special  reasons  why  we  should 

institute  something  like  a  particular  inquiry  into  the  chrono- 

\ogy  of  the  third  Punic  war:   more  especially  in  order  to 

ascertain  the  true  date  of  the  destruction  of  Carthage,  and 

whether  it  was  earlier  or  later  than  that  of  Corinth,  which 

also  happened  some  time  in  the  course  of  the  same  year.  The 

date  of  this  latter  event  indeed  is  a  question  on  which  we 

cannot  eater  at  present ;  but  we  may  have  occasion  to  do  so 

hereafter :  and  the  decision  of  this  present  question  of  the 

date  of  the  capture  and  destruction  of  Carthage  will  so  far 

prepare  the  way  for  that  of  this  future  one,  of  the  capture 

and  destruction  of  Corinth. 
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U.  C.  6o&  VaiT.  604  Cap.  603  P(»lyb.  B.  C.  149- 

I..  MtiKiiM  (Ttnsnrinn* 
Mail.  Mimlius. 

Kalendfe  JanuAruc  Jan.  24  M.  C.  149.  NunditiBl  Cb&r.  2. 

The  Romuus  bad  determiDed  to  enter  on  tliis  third  wi 
with  the  Carthagiuiaua  even  before  the  ingress  of  this  con- 
sulnr  year^,  the  Kidcnds  of  JamiHry  U.  C.  005  January  24; 
and  the  consuls  had  received  secret  iostructiuiis  not  to  desist 
from  hoatilitiea  until  Cnrtliage  should  Iuitc  been  laid  tn 
ruinv^,  even  before  they  had  set  sml  to  Sicily. 

The  first  thing  mentioned  is  the  defection  of  Utica  from 
the  Carthngiuians!^;  and  that  too  was  announced  at  Borne 
befurc  (he  cunsuU  set  suit,  and  was  one  of  the  iuduccmcutj 
which  contributed  to  eucuurage  nud  cunlinu  the  Romans  ia 
the  resolution  to  wliich  they  had  come.  It  may  be  collected 
from  Polybius  and  Appiitn*,  that  iin  embassy  from  Carthago 
also  must  have  lirrivud  at  Koine  soon  after  this  dufcction, 
and  sent  in  consequence  of  it;  but  they  found,  as  he  U'lls  us, 
both  the  war  already  decided  upon  and  tlic  consuls  who  liad 
been  appointed  to  carry  it  into  exccutiuu  already  departed: 
and  thiit  left  tbem  no  aUeruative  e.\cept  to  (^vv  up  the  Car- 
thaginians on  their  own  respou&ibility  to  the  faith  of  the 
ltomau»,  preliminary  tu  any  utliur  conditions  which  they 
sbuulil  think  proper  to  impose".  The  condiciou  uhieh  Uic 
Hornan  senate  prescribed  in  the  Orst  instanuu  accord inj^ly.  if 
further  consajucnccs  wci-e  to  lie  avoided,  was  th;it  the  Car- 
thnginiaiis  sliouhl  surrender  -^00  of  their  noblest  chddrea 
(or  youths)  as  hostages ;  which  were  to  be  delivered  up  to  the 
consuls  at  Lilybieum  in  Sicily  iu  thirty  days*  time.  And 
short  as  the  luterral  was,  thus  allowed  them  both  for  return- 
iug  home  and  for  dcliboratiug  ou  such  a  Btipulatiou  and  for 
keeping  their  time  iu  Sicily,  it  is  agreed  that  the  conditions 


*  Appiu,  viii.  7j,  74.    U17,  xlu.         ■  xxxn.  t.     IjfiiBO,  riii.  76.     Cf. 
Vttlwiii*  *Iin.  ii.  ii.  I  Dw  MaeUtre>     Lltjr,  »lis. 
tuiiRi...OlBdi!).  •  uxsi.  I.  i  9:  3.    (  4.     Atipiut. 


'  Ibul,     Uvy,  kUk. 


viii.  7b.     I>i7,  tlis. 
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prescribed  were  complied  with  strictly  to  the  letter :  'S.Tiovh^ 
itpoXaPovTfs  rijir  TtpodeiT^iav  rovs  TraiSas  ^yov  els  SixeXfav''. 

It  is  clear  then  that  when  these  things  were  passing  at 
Home  the  consuls  were  ou  their  way  to  Sicily,  if  not  already 
arrived  at  Lilybieum;  yet  not  so  but  that  by  means  of  great 
exertions  and  despatch  the  Carthaginian  embassy  might  still 
be  able  to  return  to  Carthage  and  the  hostages  might  still  be 
brought  to  Sicily  and  be  delivered  up  there,  before  the  consuls 
could  be  ready  to  sail  from  tbence  to  Africa.  The  question 
ia  therefore  At  what  time  the  consuls  would  most  probably 
set  sail  to  Sicily  ?  And  whether  in  the  Bomau  March, 
March  21  to  April  21,  or  in  the  Roman  April,  April  21  to 
May  20?  And  here  a  fragment  of  Polybius  recovered  by 
Angelo  Maio  comes  in  very  opportunely  to  assist  our  judg- 
ment.    This  fragment  is  as  follows. 

'Ori  •npiia-aeaSvToav  tis  ti/i'  T\(\oTt6vvr)(Tov  ypap-yArf^v  toXs 
*AxaioiS  Ttapb,  to8  tAaviKlov  bioTi  koKSis  ■noirta-ovm  tov  Ylokv^wu 

•)(fi€iaz  ovtnfi  aiiToG  irjuoaiaiv  evtKa  TTfiay^iaraV  ibo^e  ToTs'Axaiots 
JKir/ft^cir  iKo^oHdan  tow  VTrh  tov  iirdrov  yeypapi^tVots-  i/Mfts  hi 
fd/itJfowfs  avTOii  KaOiiKdv  Kara  ttoXAous  rpoTrou!  to  Tt€iOap\iXv 
'VtapaioKt  Ttuvra  ToAXa  nApfpya  (Oifievot.),  ttjs"  Ofpflai  apxa^ifinj^ 
i^fTiKfViTafJLfv.  iffiiKOfift'ot  b'  ci:i'  Kepievpaif,  kqi  KaToka^ovres  av6is 
ypdfifiaTa  T,apa  ran  {mdrcov  TT/iO(7jTe5iT«*toTo  toFs  KtpKvpatots,  Id 
ots  biira^av  on  Toiis  &fiiqpovs  ijdr]  TiapabtbtaKairiv  avTols  oi  Kap\T]- 
bdvioi,  Tfdvrts  6"  (corr.  vdvrias  b)  eraifjioi  (ttriv  atrots  irttOap- 
\tlv  vofiltraiTts  b\  ivbt})  X.f\va6ai  7ui'  Tro'Af/xoi'  Koi  /xijK^rt  xptiav 
■i/fiHv  elvai  nr^btfiCav  avOis  cnrcnAeva-anfv  fti  tijv  rifKonovrrjiTOi''^. 

' Apxojxivriv  dtpfCas  in  tiie  idiom  of  Polybius  commonly 
means  the  beginning  of  the  Achicau  year,  which  bore  date 
from  the  riAfifiSwi'  imToki}  (at  least  in  the  rectified  years  of 
the  cycle) ;  the  same  natural  term  which  in  the  Parapcgmata 
of  the  Greeks  defined  the  'Apxrt  d^povs.  And  such  must  have 
been  its  meaning  in  the  present  instance,  B.C.  149,  Period  i. 
74  of  the  Achiean  calendar ;  when  the  head  of  the  year  was 
falling  on  May  9,  only  three  days  later  than  May  6,  the  'Apxh 
eipow  itself.     \Ve  may  conclude  then  that  Polybius  must 

^  Appian,  viii.    77.   79.      Ptilybinii,      ix.  J*"'.  46,1  A. 
xKxri.  a,  %  ft-9;  .1,  S  6-9-     Livy,  xbx.  •"  KT<,-eptti  Vnticano,  Poljrb.  xxxiv— 

Diodoms,  Fragm.  lib.  xsxiL    Zonara^,      xxxvii.  rap.  vii. 
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have  received  this  mimmoDs  to  Lilybirum  at  the  beglnttiiig 
of  Mny ;  and  therefore  that  the  consuls  niiiBt  have  Hn-ircd  in 
Sicily  by  the  sucuiul  or  tliird  week  iu  A])ril,  which  would  Ik 
sometime  in  the  Koman  March,  March  '2\  aiid  April  21. 

Between  these  same  dates  consequently  must  the  Cnrtha- 
ginian  cmbiuisy  idso  have  come  to  Home  and  had  its  audience 
there;  and  iw  we  may  very  prohably  conjeotiirft  between 
March  21  and  80.  For  the  thirty  days  which  were  to  be 
iillowcd  them  both  for  returning  home  and  for  bringing  the 
hostages  to  Sicily  were  the  measure  of  one  integral  month, 
accortiiiig  to  their  own  calendar.  The  Punic  Tholh  Xab.  599 
bore  date  October  2  B.C.  150;  and  therefore  the  Punic 
Phomcnoth  March  30  B.C.  110:  and  there  would  seem  to 
be  every  reason  to  conclude  from  this  coincidence  tluit  the 
30  days,  which  were  allowed  them  in  this  first  instance,  were 
the  actual  ineaKure  of  this  same  month  Fliainenoth,  March 
80  to  April  2V.  Ill  which  case,  the  hostages  having  been 
delivered  up  on  or  before  April  2H,  B.  ('.  I-H) :  if  the  consuls 
wrote  word  to  that  effect  to  Corcyra  with  little  or  no  delay, 
Polybius  must  have  met  with  that  intelligence  just  about  the 
time  Mt  which  he  pros  us  to  unflemtnnd  he  actually  did  no; 
i,  e,  soon  after  May  9.  He  returned  home  in  consequence 
of  this  first  report;  but  he  must  some  time  or  other  either 
have  Iiceu  again  summoned  by  the  consuls  or  have  repaired 
to  the  scene  of  the  war  of  his  own  accord  (and  probably  in  that 
case  to  join  hia  fneud  Scipiu  the  younger  there) :  for  he  wu 
present  in  AfricJJ,  a-s  Appian  tells  ns'',  doiiTi  to  the  destruction 
of  Carthagt; ;  and  was  himself  an  eyewitness  of  that  event. 

The  hostages  received  at  Ijilybtcuio  were  committed  by  the 
consuls  to  the  custody  of  the  praitor  of  Sicily^  Quintus  Pa- 
bins  Maximus ;  and  it  may  be  eoUectod  from  Polybius*'  that 
they  did  not  themselves  resume  their  voj-age  to  Africa  nor 
land  with  the  army  at  (Jtica,  until  they  had  heard  of  the  siafe 
arrixnl  of  these  hostages  nt  Rome:  which  is  sufficient  to 
convict  the  Epitome  of  Livy^  of  being  in  error,  in  supposing 
that  even  those  hostages  were  delivered  up  to  the  consuls  Rrst 
only  after  they  bad  landed  in  Africa. 


*  wm.  t,ii.    Vf.  ?hay,  It.  K  r.  i.      Ap^ln,  vliL  77,  78.     Diodoru*.  Vnf, 
■  Polrbiiw,  xxx«l.  3.  (  8,  9:  4  ^  i.  '  xhx. 
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The  actual  time  of  the  landing  in  Africa,  under  these  cir- 
cumstanceB>  would  probably  be  towards  the  end  of  May  k. 
The  proceedings  which  ensued  after  the  landing,  including 
the  delirery  up  by  the  Carthaginians  of  their  arms  and  mu- 
nitioDS  of  war,  (of  all  their  existing  means  of  offence  or  of 
defence,)  before  the  final  conditions  required  by  the  Romans, 
which  ultimately  led  to  the  war,  were  made  known  to  themi", 
appear  to  have  been  sufBdent  to  occupy  the  remainder  of  the 
month  of  May.  It  is  mentioned  that  even  after  the  Carthar 
ginians  had  come  to  the  resolution  of  resisting  to  the  last 
extremity  they  sent  to  the  consuls  to  request  another  30 
days'  suspension  of  hostilities,  '\va  i!p(a^f6<Tf\av  eis  'P(^fit)i'i: 
and  though  that  was  refused  thcni,  yet  even  these  30  days  too 
might  have  been  intended  to  bear  date  from  the  first  of  Pa- 
chon  arrived  or  at  hand.  May  29. 

The  consuls  waited  a  few  days  even  after  this  before  they 
began  to  act  on  the  offensively;  and  during  that  time  the 
Carthaginians  were  making  incredible  exertions  to  place  them- 
selves once  more  in  a  state  of  defence''.  The  actual  commence- 
ment then  of  the  siege  of  Carthage  can  scarcely  be  dated  from 
an  earlier  point  of  time  than  the  first  or  the  second  week  in  June 
B.  C.  149  \  and  if  it  lasted  three  years,  and  thi-ee  complete, 
as  Appian  implies  that  it  did  ' ;  at  whatsoever  time  in  June 
B.  C.  149  it  began,  it  could  not  have  been  over  before  the 
same  time  in  June  B.  C.  1 46. 

Now  very  soon  after  the  actual  commencement  of  the 
si^e  an  allusion  occurs  to  the  Kviios  ^mroA^'Q;  the  date  of 
which  in  the  Julian  calendar  of  after-times  was  July  19,  and 
in  the  £gyptian,  with  which  Appian  himself  was  most  likely 
to  be  familiar,  was  July  20  or  21 "  :  and  though  this  was  the 
date  of  that  phenomenon  in  strictness  only  as  adapted  to  the 
latitude  of  Memphis,  and  the  latitude  of  Carthage  was  6" 
more  to  the  north  than  that  of  Memphis ;  it  would  not  be 
matenaUy  in  error  even  for  the  latter.  This  allusion  there- 
fore is  a  decisive  criterion  of  the  season  of  the  year  to  which 
it  belongs ;   and  if  it  was  really  intended  of  July  20  or  21  it 

K  Appian.  viii.  7B.    Poljbian,  xxxvi.  '  Appian,  vjii.  93. 

4(1.  Diodor.  Pr.  xxxii.  ^  Ibid.  94.  Strabo,  xvii.  ^. 

^  Appian,   viii.    78—03.     Polybius,  <  Appian,  viii.  133. 

ixiri.  4.  {  3 — 6.    DiodoT.   Pr.  xzsii.  "^  Il'id.  99  :  97  :  98. 

Stnha,  zvii.  ^.  Zoiwim,  ix.  17.  463  B.  »  See  our  Fasti  ('Kt)ialici,  iii.  51,  53. 
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coDfirma  our  reasonings  bitlierto.  From  the  Account  tiI*o  of 
the  contest  on  ench  side  both  before  and  iiftcr  this  nolo  of 
tiuci  it  □my  be  fairly  inferred  that  t)ic  point  of  timedonot«d 
by  this  Kviwy  isiraki]  must  liavo  coiuciilcd  with  thnt  period  of 
the  luiiiir  revolution  tvlien  the  nights  wen*  lif^lit.  nnd  o{)crn- 
tiouii  whether  of  ottence  or  of  defence  might  be  earrietl  on  in 
tbe  night-time  as  well  as  by  dny :  i.  e.  in  fact,  with  the  full  of 
the  moon,  or  nbout  it.  Now  there  was  a  lunar  eclipse  Jane 
21  at  8.30  A,  M.  Pftris,  this  year ;  and  therefore  there  must 
have  been  n  full  moon  again  on  or  about  July  20.  It  nppears 
too  from  our  calendar  that  tbe  first  of  Quinctilis  this  veaT  fell 
on  July  19,  lutd  tbe  second  on  July  20  ;  and  that  would  he  a 
menns  of  pcrpetunting  the  linonledge  of  these  dates  :  vix.  tbnt 
in  tbe  first  year  of  tbe  siege  of  Caithnge,  L*.  C.  605,  tbe  stated 
date  of  the  KtrtW  irrtroXii  fell  at  the  beginning  of  the  Roman 
QninctiliA. 

'  The  Itoman  coniitin  arc  soon  after  nllu^ed  to  as  already  at 
tiand  ;  and  Censorinus,  one  of  the  consuls,  is  said  to  have  f&* 
turned  to  Home  at  that  juncture  in  order  to  preside  ni  them": 
McTti  Si  ovvoKuKijia-wpu'Oi  fiivis  'Pt^qr  tpx*fo  Vx^V>«'**'*'W : 
and  yet,  even  after  his  departure  for  that  purpose,  it  is  clear 
from  the  context  thnt  the  harvest  was  senrcely  yet  over  in  the 
surrounding  country  P.  Wc  may  suppose  then  that  be  r&- 
tnmed  to  Home  early  in  Quinctilis,  the  limits  of  which  were 
July  19  and  August  19;  and  that  the  comitin  were  fJt* 
pected  to  be  held  in  Sextilis  or  September:  i.  e.  about  their 
usual  time  under  ordinary  cii-cnm stances,  now  that  the  con- 
sular ingress  was  bearing  date  on  the  Kalends  of  Janniiry ; 
three  or  four  months  before  the  end  of  the  ofticial  year. 

ManiliuB  was  left  to  prosecute  the  siege ;  hut  Xunai-u.''  gi\'es 
us  to  understand  that  on  the  arrival  of  nutumu,  or  the  eickly 
wnson  properly  so  called,  he  too  must  virtunlty  have  raised  it 
fur  u  time,  in  order  to  retire  to  a  more  htidtby  aituutinn  H : 
nor  is  there  any  thing  on  record  in  Appinu'',  which  would 
imply  the  contrary.  He  mentions  only  the  coming  of  dele- 
gates  from  Kunic,  to  make  a  report  of  tbe  state  of  things  ia 


<>  A|»i>uu),  Tiii.  99.    Lirjr,  ilii. 

*  Ajipinn,  Viii.  100. 


Frai^.  xurii.  Thb  vns  tni;  orrsiinB 
wlwn  Myio  t*rmti  ih»  r«miia  oM- 
dkmsUf :  tttfn,  300,  note 
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Africa  from  their  own  observation ;  and  after  their  return,  of 
the  niiasion  of  another  embassy  to  Masinissa ».  Even  after 
the  return  of  Censorinus  to  Rome  there  would  still  be  time 
B.C.  l*^  for  the '^despatch  of  both  these  embassies,  and  for 
their  coming  back,  before  the  beginning  of  winter. 

ii.  Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  iii.  13.  378  days. 


U.  C.  606  Varr.  605  Cap.  603  Polyb.  B.  C.  148. 

Sp.  PostumiuB  Albinus  Magnus 
L.  Calpumius  Piso  Cxsooinus. 

Kalendie  Januari%  Jan.  13  B.  C.  14S.  NiinHinal  Char.  7. 


The  death  of  Masinissa  appears  to  have  happened  between 
the  end  of  the  preceding  military  year,  and  the  beginning  of 
this*;  and  consequently  so  must  the  division  of  his  dominions 
by  Scipio  .^Smilianus,  among  his  children,  a  few  days  after  his 
death,  have  fallen  out  too.  Manilius  is  spoken  of  as  still  in 
command "" Ap)(0fi4vov  tov  iapos  " ;  and  this,  in  our  opinion,  was 
alto  the  time  of  the  second  attempt  on  Nepbcris,  made  by 
him  before  the  arrival  of  his  successor  v;  in  the  course  of 
vhich  too  the  Numidian  Phameas  or  Himilco^,  one  of  the 
most  active  partisans  of  the  Carthaginians,  but  whose  fidelity 
to  them  had  been  previously  shaken  by  the  influence  of 
Scipio  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  winter  y,  went  over  to 
the  Romans. 

It  appears  to  us  too  to  be  intimated  in  the  account  of  this 
transaction,  that  the  junction  of  Ilimiico  with  the  Romans  at 
last  took  place  on  a  moonlight  night '.  There  would  he  a 
fall  moou,  B.C.  148,  both  March  U  and  April  12;  about 
the  time  of  one  of  which  also  this  expedition  against  Ne- 

■  viii.  toj.    livy,  1.    Oao  of  these  mnium  Sripior.i.,  i.  2. 
legkti   WH  ClMtdios    Mftrcelliu  ;     CMt  u  Zunaros,  ix.  17.  465  B.  19.  ^(>j  A. 

away  either  on  the  way  to  Africa,  or  in  It  appears  from  Valerius  Max.  luc.  cit. 

tvtaming  thence :    see  sapra,  p.  3S,  that  when  AInsinissa  wrote  to  Maniliuft, 

not*.  It  moat  h«y«  been  near  the  end  of  from  his  death -bed,  to  aeiid  Sripiu  to 

B.  C.  149  when  this  embassy  was  sent  j  hira,  he  was  commanding  Prociiiisulu ; 

and  bad  weather  might  then  naturally  that  is  it  was  after  the  Kalends  of  Jaau- 

bare  been  encountered.  ary  U.  C.  606  Jan.  ij;  B.  C  14(1, 

•  Appian,  viii.  tog,  106.     Polybina,  w  Ap[>ian,  Hii,  108,  109. 

xxxvii.  i.  i  i-io:    11)  11.     Livy,  li.  ■  Ibid.  100.  Li>7,li.  Eutropius,  ir.  5. 

IHodoras,  Fr.  sxxii.     Entropins,  iv.  5.  r  Appian,  viii.  107. 

Zonaras,  ix.  i;.  4^15  A.  Valerius  Max.  >  Ibid.  108,  109. 

V.  i>.  4  De  Gratitndine,  Externa.    Sn- 

KAL.  ITAL.  vol.  III.  t 
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pheris,  LQ  our  opiuion,  vas  going  on.  It  continued  •ovea- 
tecn  dnys ;  for  t)ie  last  three  of  vliich  the  lupplies  of  the 
Romuun  had  failed  them '.  It  might  begin  about  the  first 
of  the  Koman  March,  April  •*),  and  last  to  the  seveDtecntli. 
April  19:  in  which  case  the  full  moou  April  12  would  fiUI 
about  the  middle  poiut  between. 

Manilius  heard  directly  af^r*  that  his  successor  was  on 
the  road  to  supercede  him;  in  consequence  of  nhich  he  sent 
Scipio  and  Phamea^  to  Home  :  and,  though  Zonara^  spoke  of 
bim*"  a»  still  commaudiug  iu  the  absence  of  Puio  'Apxo/*e'itw 
lapov,  yet  eveu  Viso's  arrival  nt  last  iit  dated  br  Appian  'Afia 
ilpf^;  eo  that  the  cvoutii  just  befurt*  related,  iucludiug  tite  ex- 
pedition to  Nepheris  and  the  junction  of  Phameas,  tuuet  have 
happened  critically  between  the  terminatioD  of  the  winter  and 
the  begiuuing  of  the  spring  quarter  of  this  year.  The  ti«ic 
of  the  actual  an-ival  of  Piso  in  his  pronnce  was  probably  llio 
month  of  May.  From  the  time  of  this  arrival  to  Ihnt  of  hi* 
going  into  winter  quarters,  he  appears  to  have  heen  employed 
by  the  operations  against  Hippagreta'' ;  a  city  situated  midway 
between  Carthage  and  Utica,  the'linrov  jj^jo  of  Diodorus": 
*H  [ttyoKt]  Tt  5j»  kcu  Ttij^tm  xal  oJcpoTrJAft  Koi  AifMffi  koI  vttgfitoit 

im  ' AyaJSoK\iovs KOTta Kfvatrro.     The  whole  of  the  summer 

was  spent  iu  the  siege  of  this  place;  and  the  army  after- 
wards M'ent  into  winter  quarters  at  L'ticw :  not  however 
long  l>eforo  the  time  of  holding  the  cousular  comitiu  at 
Kome;  which  did  uot  actually  take  place  there  before  it 
was  kuown  that  the  army  had  gone  into  quarters  for  the 
winter ^ 

We  have  already  observed  that  Scipio  had  been  sent  to 
Rome  before  the  arrival  of  Piso.  He  could  not  have  returned 
to  Africa  again  in  the  course  of  this  prcdt-nt  year,  tt  is 
Bgnxd  that  though  only  of  the  legal  age  of  the  .^i^ilesbip,  (and 
in  fact  only  a  candidate  for  the  .Kdilcship  at  the  time,)  he 
was  unanimously  elected  consul  at  the  comitia  of  the  yearC; 
the  Lex  Anualis  or  Vtllia*  having  been  purposely  dispentad 

•  Of  (iii»  Uw,  secUry,  XL44:  U.C.  S74B.  C.  181— i8oj  ct.35.    U 

■   ApbUn.  Uto.  prt.  •  11.^5.    Cf.  57. 

'  Ibid,  riii,  lOi^.  '  Appun.  riil,  iij. 

^  Ijocu  uI.  Cf.  ix.  in.  4A7  B.  ■  Iby.    Uvy   I :  |).  Zan»raB,  is.  tg. 

•  «ii  ■  10.                *  IbU,  467  A. 
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with  in  his  behalf.  The  Roman  comitia  of  this  year  would 
probably  be  held  in  Sextilis,  September  1—30  B.C.  148: 
and  this  ia  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  the  account  of  Scipio's 
election  at  Rome  comes  in  just  after  that  of  the  death  of 
HaBdmbal  (the  aon  of  the  daughter  of  Masinissa,  and  nephew 
of  Gnluasa]  at  Carthage  •> ;  which  there  ia  every  reason  to 
believe  could  have  preceded  only  by  a  little  the  regular  ter- 
mination of  the  Carthaginian  year  of  office,  September  30. 
For  he  vas  assassinated  and  in  the  senate<boase,  while  still 
in  office  as  the  prsetor  of  the  year,  ^TpaTtjy69 ;  and  his  death 
was  the  effect  of  the  machinations  of  the  other  Hasdrubal  >, 
ifho  was  plotting  to  supersede  him  :  and  actually  succeeded 
Iiim  at  this  time ;  and  was  still  in  office  at  the  time  of  the 
capture  and  destruction  of  Carthage  itself'':  having  forcibly 
maintained  himself  in  possession  after  he  bad  been  once 
appointed.  The  official  year  of  the  Carthaginians  then 
and  the  Roman  comitia  for  the  election  of  consuls  B.  C. 
148  mnst  have  been  falling  out  much  at  the  same  time; 

ffKVt  the  cogDomen  of  Aanalitj  to  Villiiis  the  Tribunus  Plebis  who  caused 
it  to  be  passed :  cf.  xlii.  38.  31.  L.  Villius  Annalis,  U.  C.  583  B.  C.  173 — 
171.  Fefltiu  callH  it  the  Lex  Aonaria;  i.  29.  13  Annarift:  cf.  Hi»toriEe 
Aug.  SS.  Commodoa,  a.  Appian  would  imply  that  Scipto  was  under  the 
coiUDlar  i^e.  Dot  only  on  this  occasion,  when  elected  consul  the  first  lime, 
bat  even  on  the  second,  B.  C.  134,  when  elected  to  take  the  command  in 
the  riege  of  Numantia:  vi.84.  Cf.  Livy,  M.  Appian,  B.C.  i.  100.  But 
that  was  a  mistake.  Scipio  was  17  years  of  age  at  the  battle  of  Pydna, 
B.  C.  168.  (Cf.  Livy,  xliv.  44.  Uiodorus  Sic.  xxx.  Plutarch,  ^miliua 
Paollue,  xzii.)  And  if  that  implies  that  he  was  then  in  his  17th  year,  he 
most  have  been  bora  B.  C.  184  ;  and  therefore  would  be  in  his  37th  year 
(3ticomplete)  B.C.  148:  and  in  his sist  (50 complete)  B.C.  134.  Velleius 
Patereoliu  (ii.  4.  la.)  tells  us  accordingly  that  he  was  36  when  elected 
consnl  B.C.  148;  and  in  his  56th  year  at  the  time  of  his  death,  B.C.  129. 
Cf.  Appao,  B.  C.  i.  19-30.  According  to  Polybius,  (xxxii.  10.  §  i :  11. 
(8:  13.I6:  14.  ^  I ;  8.  $1.  cf.  Diodorus,  Fr.  xxxi.)hewas  34  at  the  death 
of  ifimilias  Paulltu,  his  &ther,  B.  C.  160;  and  that  too  would  suppose 
him  to  have  been  bom  B.  C.  184.  Plutarch,  Apophlbegmata,  i.  makes 
him  only  54  at  his  death. 

We  learn  from  these  facts  that  the  legal  age  of  the  jfidileship  was  36 
complete.    That  of  the  Consulship  was  4a  or  43  complete. 

*  Appian,  Tiii.  iii.    Cf.  livy,  li.  '  Appian,  Tiii.  70:  73:  10a  :  loS-iir. 

k  Ibid.  131. 
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and  as  the  date  of  the  former  Traa  September  30  or  Oo- 
tobcr  1,  that  of  the  latter  must  bare  been  about  tbo  samu 
time. 

lit.  Irreffufar  Calertdwr,  Cycle  iii.  14.  J^5  days. 


U..C.  6d7  Vvt.  6o6  Ca|i.  604  Polyb.  B.  C  I47 


P.  Cornelius  Scipio  ATivainns  AimilUnus 
C.  lAviUB  Drusua. 


Kallsdip  Januariti^  Jan.  76  B.  C.  147.  Nunduial  Char.  5. 


After  the  return  of  Scipio  to  Africa,  to  take  the  command 
in  his  proper  consular  rear,  U.C.  607  B.C.  147',  operations 
arc  brought  down  to  the  end  of  summer '",  or  the  be{jinning 
of  winter",  the  same  year;  though  nothing  verj-  important 
appears  on  record.  Wc  Icarn  however  from  Strnbo"*  that 
one  of  the  intermediate  crcnts,  the  excarntion  of  the  new 
Cotho  or  harbour,  by  the  Carthaginians,  and  the  construction 
of  the  fleet  with  which  they  engaged  the  Uomnnn,  took  np 
two  months. 

In  the  ensuing  winter  the  principal  event  wiu  the  reduc- 
tion of  Nepberis;  the  siege  of  which  lasted  twenty-tvo  days, 
and  according  to  Appian  iu  the  severest  part  uf  the  season  P. 
That  this  season  nns  protracted  into  the  winter  of  U.C.  I'W^ 
and  therefore  into  the  next  cousular  year,  there  cap  be  no 
doubt.  All  thJB  time,  to  judge  from  the  context  of  our  ac- 
counts, Scipio  hnd  desisted  from  active  operations  Bgatiut 
Carthage,  and  was  trusting  to  the  etTcct  of  a  blockade,  and 
to  the  gradual  failure  of  supplies ;  the  soutocb  of  which  he 
was  cutting  oft' in  every  direction. 


'  .\ppi«n,  viii.  iij,  114. 

■*  IbuL  )i,t~tl5>  ■■  Ibid.  196. 

"  iTii.  3.  Cf.  Appiw,  Tiii.  i3i.itji 


I  y^.     Livf,  U.     DIoilonis  Sc.  '</&.  44. 
l>  vM.  I  lA.     Livy,  It. 
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iv.  Irreffttlar  Calendar,  Cycle  iii.  15.  355  days. 


U.  C.  608  Varr.  607  Cap.  605  Polyb.  B.  C.  146. 


Cn.  ComeliuB  Lentulns 
L.  Mummiiu. 


Knlendc  JanuariEe  Jaouaiy  16  B.  C.  146.  Nundinal  Char.  3. 


The  resomption  of  offensive  proceedings  against  Carthage 
is  dated  by  Appian  ^kpyoy-hov  ^/los*^,  witli  the  attack  on 
the  Cotho  and  on  that  part  of  the  city  which  was  called 
Byrsa  (the  original  Carthage  of  Dido).  This  is  demonstra- 
tive  that  the  siege  was  actually  protracted  into  the  spring 
qnerter  of  B.  C.  146 ;  though  it  must  be  confessed  that 
after  this  resumption  of  active  operations,  beginning  with 
the  assault  on  the  Cotho,  the  notices  of  time,  successively 
specified  by  Appian '  at  least,  do  not  amount  to  more  than 
aeren  or  eight  days,  before  the  city  was  already  in  the  power 
of  the  Romans. 

The  questioa  is  then  what  meaning  must  be  attached  to 
this  phrase  oi*Ap)(pnfvov  tVos?  whether  that  of  some  time 
in  the  natural  year  as  early  as  March  or  April,  or  that  of 
some  time  as  late  as  April  or  May?  In  our  opinion  the  lat- 
ter only  conld  be  intended  by  it :  and  the  analogy  of  every 
other  instance  of  the  use  of  the  same  phrase  by  Appian  in 
the  ODUTse  of  the  same  war  leads  to  that  conclusion.  And 
that  the  proceedings  of  this  last  year  of  the  siege  must  have 
been  protracted  much  beyond  the  proper  beginning  of  spring 
B.  C.  146  may  be  inferred  from  the  fragments  of  Polybius  j 
in  which  there  is  an  allusion  to  the  approach  of  the  Roman 
comitia  and  to  the  probable  election  of  a  successor  to  Scipio 
not  long  before  the  final  reduction  of  the  city  *.  It  is  in 
onr  power  however  to  decide  this  question  by  actually  as- 
signing within  certain  limits  the  date  of  the  destruction  of 
Carthage ;  if  not  the  very  day  itself. 

By  the  Auctor  De  Viris  illnstribus  *  it  is  asserted  that 
F.  Scipio   ^milianus  Cum  ^dilitatem  peteret  consul  ante 

«  tHL  137,  118.  Lhr,  Ui.    ZonBiw,  ■  Cf.  zxziz.  i.  }  ]— 5. 

ix.  49.  468  B.  30.  469  C.  *  Publitts  Scipio  iEmUutniu. 

'  Tiii.  197:  130, 
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annos  ultra  factiis  Cnrthnginem  intra  sex  menses  ddevit. 
'llie  first  pnrt  of  this  statement  is  uoduubtedly  trtie;  but  u 
to  the  second,  if  that  also  is  true,  it  follows  that  Scipio  maat_ 
have  taken  and  destroyed  Carthage  within  six  montha 
the  ingTf^aa  of  hiK  consulnr  3-ear,  the  Kalmda  of  JamurjT 
V.  C  fi07,  Jnnnarr  iJ6  H.  f-.  l-t?  :  and  that  would  uuqaes- 
tionahly  be  falne.  It  is  crrtaiu  that  Carthage  was  taken  and 
destroyed  by  Scipio  iu  hte  Proconsular  year,  B.C.  146.  not 
in  his  consular.  B.C.  147.  It  is  ctTlain  that  he  celebrated 
hia  tnumpb  for  tliat  suoceaSf  the  same  year,  U.  C.  146  and 
Proconsule";  and  14  years*  before  his  second,  over  Nu- 
mantia,  H.  C.  132. 

Eithurthen  this  statement  of  theAuctor  Anonymus  must  be 
rejected  in  toto,  or,  if  there  »as  any  foundation  for  it,  (as  there 
probnhly  was,]  the  only  mode  of  explaining  it,  and  of  making  it 
contist^nt  with  the  actual  course  of  events,  will  be  to  assume 
that  in  hi«  text  as  it  stood  ungiually  it  must  have  been  s»- 
9erte<l  that  Scipio  destroyed  Carthage  Intra  atiHum  el  sex 
menses  *  from  the  ingress  of  his  couaular  year.  Such  a 
statement  as  that  would  be  entirely  consistent  with  all 
which  wc  have  as  yet  been  able  to  collect  of  the  actual 
course  of  events  before  and  uHcr  the  time  when  ho  assumed 
the  command;  and  with  all  which  is  known  from  testimony 
of  the  actual  termination  of  the  war.  But  it  will  imply  that, 
as  Scipio'a  consular  year  was  dated  from  the  Kalends  of 
Janua>7  U.  C.  607,  Carthage  was  taken  by  him  and  de- 
stroyed at  the  end  of  the  Roman  Jonc  U.  C.  60fi. 

The  language  of  this  author  is  strictly  to  be  taken  iota 
accoout.  The  word  which  he  uses  to  express  the  event  of  the 
VST  is  DtlcvU ;  and  that  menus  total  and  entire  dentruction. 
Kow  both  Florus  and  Orosius  ^  tell  us,  (and  Livy  no  doubt 
had  the  same  statement.)  that  the  conflagration  of  the -ci^ 
lasted  sevenient  days.  Ajipian  also  certifies  us  that  it  was 
given  up  to  pillage  even  after  the  fire  for  some  daya\  He 
informs  us  too  that  all  was  over  before  Scipio  sent  word  of 

*  Ju*l  a«  Velleiufl  Pal.(ii.  4)  uyB  ihat  he  look  aud  dvKtroyed  Numaiilu 
also.  Intra  annum  ac  tm  mcnun  qiiatn  eo  venenit. 


u  Appikn,  viit.  1.15.    I4«y,  lit. 
*l.itv,lLi.  RutiupHis,i«.8.  f^MTO, 
lii.  n>ilip|rfn.  (L8,  18. 


>  llonu,  it.  15.  \  1 1 — ly.    OtOMw. 

b.   J)T    3,1. 
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his  success  to  ftomer  J  tKough  Zonama  would  fpve  us  to  un- 
derstand that  lie  scut  word  of  the  capture  first,  and  dL-stroycd 
the  citjr  at  last  in  obedience  to  orders  received  from  the 
scnntc*.  It  is  clear  that  on  these  points  the  accounts  of 
Appian  are  the  most  consistent  and  most  entitled  to  crc<)it; 
Dor  need  we  wonder  at  tlmt,  if  they  were  principally  derived 
irom  Polybins,  who  was  a  Bpectator  of  every  thing  which 
liBjipencd,  and  aa  it  liappcued. 

The  drift  of  these  observations  is  That  the  deletioti  of 
Cartilage,  the  total  destruction  uf  that  unfortunate  city, 
which  the  Auctor  De  Viris  suppo»es  to  have  been  completed 
before  the  end  of  June  Roman  in  Scipio's  Proconsular  year 
U.  C.  fiOH,  rauHt  take  in  these  seventeen  days'  coofiflgratiou, 
followed  by  a  certain  number  of  days  of  pillage;  botb  toge- 
ther V9ty  probably  not  less  than  2^0  :  so  that  though  Carthage 
itsdf  might  be  already  in  the  power  of  the  Romans  soon 
after  tlie  beginning  of  t}ie  Roman  June  it  could  not  yet 
have  Uccu  totidly  destroyed  and  buried  in  its  own  ruins 
much  before  tlic  end.  Appian  himself  reckons  the  length  of 
the  siege  at  three  yuars,  aud  aa  his  language  implies  three 
coiuiilete";  and  as  he  binisclf  proves  that  it  ilid  not  begin 
until  the  month  of  June  Roman  U.  0.  605  ho  could  not  liare 
supposed  tlmt  it  was  over  before  the  month  of  June  Roman 
C  C.  608. 

If  indeed  it  is  true,  (as  Plutarch  informs  us^,  and  as  wo 
may  probably  have  occasion  to  inquire  more  particularly 
hereafter,)  that  the  greatest  misfortunes  which  ever  befell 
the  Carthaginians  were  kuown  to  have  happened  on  the  22d 
of  Mjme  one  or  other  of  their  months ;  what  calamity  could 
have  happened  greater  than  this  last  of  the  total  destruction 
of  their  city?  What  national  misfortune  then  of  theirs  may 
more  probably  be  supposed  to  have  boruQ  date  on  tlmt  omin- 
ous day  of  the  month  ?  Now  the  Punic  Pachon  Nab.  602 
would  bear  date  on  May  2«  B.  C.  146;  and  the  22d  of  Pa- 
chon on  June  19:  and  that  day  in  the  Roman  calendar  U.  C. 
606  coincided  with  Tii  Idus  Jnnias,  June  7  Roman.     It  ap- 


r  »iU.  tii. 
■  b.  3D.  4^)9  C  D. 
<k  «iii.  133 :   134.    or.  Oroaiiu,  tr. 
ij.     ]U  fuorto  qokin   inoeptum   fUit 


■uno  bollam  Puaicnm  (dttiuiii  U'mil- 
naturo  mL     It  l*M4>d  l)Mirtfon»  thrM 
yasr*  cnmpletc  uid  \mri  of  n/ourlh, 
^  Ckmillo),  six. 


XIC        0»  U/  Vi 


tfUe 


tfc^ 


atAt 


CMte^  vks  Ar  ■  Milt  ■■  tfo  IkiH  ahn  h^M,  tias* 
«m  n  dtp  aod  aa^ht*  of 
tW  ci^vM  teh«B  ami  the 
•anaadctei  oa  Ae  «rreach* 

^e  fini  acvoi  d>f«  of  Ibe  Booms  Jddc:  and  Ae  iMt 
dw  rii  IdMJaniu,wtmU  he  the  ommamM  fii  ef  Ae  > 
Vmaae  racartk.  Monomer  nx  iart  wmd  n^u  of 
attadk  mad  4ttm»em  mt^ue  a  time  of  the  lav  mtaaA  vlwn 
IIkk  arart  bire  beca  mooafiffat ;  aad  titere  was  loKaaflv  a 
faUaawB  iuDe1Borl9  B.C.  146:  so  tksS  tfaov  osven  days 
Cnaa  Jnne  13  to  19  indtuire  votild  eoiacide  vitk  tbe  seaoad 
qmutrr  <d  dad  aioaa,  vliea  tliae  voold  far  eftrjr  niglrt  moK 
■ad  BMjrc  Itgbt  natil  tbe  full. 

The  dtj  hsrtni;  tlms  liccamc  ooaDf^ctcl;  st  tfae  aerejr  itf 
tbe  Romsns  on  the  aercnth  of  the  Roman  Jooe ;  tfae 
of  piUsge  anH  cpolistion  wonld  begin  as  soon  as  tbe  fifv 
ftXtiBfpiiabrd :  and  both  that  and  tbe  1 7  ^yt'  ranHn|rnitiaa 
berartbclen  might  be  over  br  tbe  ^tb  of  the  month,  2*2  dan 
after  the  sereuth.  And  thuH  Ibc  Ktatemeot  of  tlie  Anctor 
Ve  Viris,  rightly-  iitulerstood,  would  torn  out  to  be  strictly 
true ;  that  Cortbage  was  octuaUy  taken  and  Rctnallr  deatro\'ed 
by  Scipio  tritliin  six  months  from  the  begianiog  of  bis  pro* 
ooniuliir  year:  that  in,  by  the  cud  of  Junius  U.C.  fi08,  and 
br  July  12  B  C.  146. 

It  may  be  collected  nl?o  from  Appian's  account  of  the 
reception  of  the  news  of  this  event  at  Rome  at  laatf,  that  it 
ranst  bnve  arrived  vhcn  the  nights  were  Ught  all  through, 
snd  yet  just  before  the  stated  time  of  some  games;  which 
appear  to  have  been  so  close  at  liand  that  they  were  already 
in  course  the  very  next  moniingt.  Now  these  could  haro 
been  none  other  hut  the  Ludi  ApolUnares;  Pridie  Nonas 


*  tUi.  117. 

*  ibiiL  118—130. 

'  Ibid.  I  10:    131 :  l^i. 

'  lUd.  1^4. 

*  lUd.  1.15.  Wf^lw-wd  Mpm,  Vol, 
tt<  66j,  Ibm  llm  Ludi  EKKcnlnri'!)  went 
Irmkabtf  iu>l>uraltHl  tliin  yf»r^  uiid  oa 
Jm»9  t.i,  M  •  mtwii  of  vnnirin^  tli^i 
•iuvnaful  ivnniitHtian  or  Ait  wnr.  It 
«HiU  not  h*\v  bpm  kiMiKn  ni  llntne 
bj-  •Tunc  t,t,  Uiul  CaHk«f;r  •>•  alnadj 


tikcn.  And  yri  it  n  »  KtigaUr  mtn- 
ddmw  tlut  this  WM  Ibc  taW  of  tbo 
tix  imjat  m»  wt>  Iwve  nndMikd,  at  tlM» 
pbJ  of  arhidi  if  fell  into  llu>  hanib  of 
Ihp  R(>lnant.  Is  Et  tocoDMJrBlilo  Ihst 
KnpiA  mi|;bt_  kaovi  vvn  tn  Africa  thkt 
Iho  iv^ular  f^tt  wmiM  br  rcarfml  st 
KoQir  na  thin  lUy  and  witli  Uii*  object 
in  view  ^  iiiitl  luit^tU  ]mr|K>Ml7  malie 
chirice  of  the  eomt  ivf  for  bti  laat 
•riwk  i 
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Qumctilea  U.C.  608,  July  17  B.  C.  146,  the  very  day  before 
the  foil  of  the  moon,  July  18 :  which,  it  must  be  admitted,  is 
a  remarkable  confirmation  of  our  preceding  dates.  Nor 
wonld  it  be  any  thing  impossible  that  the  news  of  the  fate 
of  Carthage,  though  despatched  from  that  quarter  only  on 
July  11*,  should  yet  have  been  received  at  Rome,  in  the 
summer  time,  on  July  16. 

Lastly,  the  games  which  Scipio  is  said  to  have  celebrated 
'Eiri  r^  i>uc^  *>  on  this  occasion  in  imitation  of  what  his  father 
bad  done  after  the  battle  of  Pydna,  to  judge  from  the  con- 
text of  Appian,  could  not  have  been  celebrated  before  the 
arrival  of  the  ten  commissioners,  despatched  from  Rome 
upon  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  destruction  of  Carthage, 
in  OTder  to  assist  him  in  settling  the  affairs  of  Africa.  It  is 
not  probable  that  these  could  have  arrived  in  time  to  cele- 
brate any  such  games  according  to  the  Olympic  rule,  B.  C. 
146,  July  20 — 25 ;  or  that  Scipio  himself  could  have  been 
ready  with  his  preparations  for  them  in  so  short  a  time.  It 
is  more  probable  that  they  were  celebrated,  as  the  last  thing 
wbich  he  did  in  Africa,  after  executing  the  orders  of  the 
senate ;  and  just  before  his  return  to  his  Triumph  f- 

•  It  appeam  from  Appian,  (viii.  133,)  that  Scipio  sent  the  news  by  one 
of  the  fastest  Bailing  of  hia  ahips ;  not  however  before  the  capture  of  the 
dty  was  complete.  Most  probably  therefore  about  the  end  of  June 
Roman.  Tbe  city  was  set  on  Are,  (Appian,  viii.  128.)  apparently  by  order 
of  Scipio,  just  when  he  was  arrived  at  the  Byrsa,  and  on  the  point  of 
storming  it;  and  that  seems  to  have  been  about  tbe  middle  of  tbe  six 
days'  contest :  if  so,  June  9  Roman.  Reckon  17  days  from  this  inclusi\'e, 
and  two  or  three  more  for  tbe  pillage  of  the  city  after  the  fire  bad  been 
extinguished ;  viii.  133  :  and  that  will  give  the  close  of  these  proceedings, 
and  the  probable  time  of  the  mission  of  tbe  news  to  Rome,  about  30  days 
after  June  91  i.  e.  June  39.  So  that  the  ship  was  probably  sent  on  June 
39  Roman,  July  11 ;  and  in  that  case  it  mi|{ht  easily  arrive  with  the  news 
on  July  15.  There  are  instances  on  record  of  the  passage  from  Carthage 
to  Rome  having  been  made  in  three  days'  time. 

t  We  learn  from  various  other  quarters  that  the  spoils  or  trophies 
vbich  the  Carthaginians  bad  taken  at  different  times  from  tbe  Greeks, 
(especially  those  of  Sicily,)  and  had  brought  to  Carthage,  were  restored  to 
tiicir  owners  by  Scipio  on  this  occasion :  such  as  the  Bull  of  Phalaris,  to 
the  Agrigentines,  &c. :  Diodorus,  xiii.  90 ;  Frag,  xxxiii.     Scholia  in  Pin- 

t"  Appian,  viii.  1,15.     I.ivy ,  li. 


318       Oh  the  Vtnificadon  ttft/tr  RoNutn  Calendar.       dibs.  xf. 


Section  VI. — Administration  of  the  Calendar  during  the  thrre 
years  of  the  third  Punic  war. 

To  conclude  thea  with  one  obacrration  more  on  the  ad- 
mini  stratton  of  the  cnlcndnr  during  this  period  of  the  tbird 
Punic  war, 

The  above  representation  of  tlie  actual  course  of  things 
suppose*  two  comnioii  jcurs  in  itequCQCu,  B.  C.  147  and  l-W, 
instead  of  the  regular  alternation  of  common  and  iutercalajy 
years  whicli  had  previously  hc>en  observed  in  this  cycle.  But 
B.  C.  147  U.  C.  (K)7  thu  Kalends  of  January  had  mountfld 
Ttpwardi!  to  January  2G  ;  29  days,  or  one  menttia  carus,  aba 
their  date  U.  C.  GOl  December  28  U.  C.  151 :  and  that 
a  greater  degree  of  irregularity  than  the  adminLstmtora 
the  calendar  at  tbij  time  might  be  dis]>0!fcd  to  allow  of.  We 
may  observe  that  they  had  again  reached  the  same  point  ia 
advance  U.C.  010  IJ.  C.  13R;  and  the  same  expedient  of  two 
common  years  iu  sequence,  B.  C.  138  atid  ]37.  was  then  also 
resorted  to,  in  order  to  reduce  this  encess  from  January  26 
to  JauuHri'  i).  Ill  short  this  cycle  exhibits  clear  proofs,  from 
first  to  last,  thitt  whosoever  had  the  cure  of  the  calendar  at 
tliis  time  (and  it  must  have  been  P.  Scipio  Nosiea)  it  waa 
administered  with  iis  much  regularity,  and  with  as  close  an 
attention  to  the  old  aad  proper  nile,  as  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  C119C,  and  with  a  constant  precaution  against  a  particu- 
lar form  of  the  Nundinal  incidence,  was  possible. 


durum,  Pjiliis.  i.  185.  Apjnsn,  viii.  133.  Valerius  Max.  v.  1.  6  Pa  Hu- 
maniUlc.  Cicero,  Ornlio  vii.  In  Verfein,  ii.  lib.  ii.  a,  4:  33,  8fi:  Oral. be. 
iv.33,  73  :  Oral.  x.  r.  73,  185.  Atcooiutt,  p.  5.10  Dinn. ;  jH,  ioii.  Conln 
Verren :  49.  in  iii.Cotitni  Verrem. 


DISSERTATION  XVI. 

On  tite  Verification  of  the  In-eguiar  Rotnan  Calendar. 
Cifcle  iv,  and  v. 


CHAPTER  I. 


Section  1.— Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  iv.  1.  378  dayg. 


U.C.  6i8  Varr.  617  Cap.  615  Polyb.  B.C.  136. 


P.  Furius  Philus 
Sex.  Adlius  Serranus. 


Kalendee  Januaiiee  Jan.  5  B.  C.  136.  Nundinal  Char.  8. 


Calidic  Triumph  of  D,  Junius  Brutus. 


A  date  which  belongs  to  this  year  ia  recoverable  from  the 
Fasti  of  Ovid.  

Tnm  aibi  Callai'co  Brutus  cognomen  in  hoste 
Fecit,  et  Hispanam  Banguine  tinxit  liumum '. 


The  day  of  which  he  was  speaking  was  tlie  feast-daj  of 
Vesta'',  the  Vestalia,  the  v  Idus  Junias,  June  9  Roman, 
both  in  the  old  calendar  and  in  the  Julian '.  The  Brutus 
here  alluded  to  was  Decimua  Junius  Brutus  (styled  hj  Ap- 
pian  Sextus  Junius  Brutus,  by  Velleius  Pat.  Aulus  Brutusm) 
consul  along  with  F.  Cornelius  Scipio  Nasica  Serapio  U.  C. 
616  B.  C.  138 ;    surnamed  CalUu'cus  in  consequence  of  this 

i  tL  461 .  k  vL  349.  1  MaffRsn,  Venusinr,  Calendv,  apud  Foggtni. 

■  Ti.  71.    VpU.  Pat.  ii.  5. 


Oh  the  Verification  &/  the  Roman  Calendar. 

victory  OTor  tlic  CallflVci,  a  tiibc  of  the  Lusitani  in  Spain. 
^Ve  }inve  hml  octsision  to  npeak  of  Iiim  in  a  furuer  part  of 
our  work  ",  as  n  learned  man,  and  a  patrun  uf  Icttors ;  and  as 
probably  better  acquainted  with  tbe  nntnre  and  constitution 
of  the  old  Roman  calendar  than  most  of  his  conteiuporarieB. 

His  camjiaignB  in  Lusitania  and  Ihia  victorj-  of  liia  in  par- 
ticular arc  alluded  to  by  all  the  historians  of  the  period  to 
which  it  "belongs" :  but  Ovid  only  has  preserved  its  date.  vVnd 
as  he  was  consul  IT.  C.  GIG  B.  C.  138,  and  was  probably  sent 
into  Spain  that  year;  ereii  the  year  might  have  been  doubt- 
ful, did  not  OrosiusP  fix  it  to  the  year  of  the  city  next  after 
tho  consular  year  of  M.  .£uiilius  Lcpidus  Porciua  and  C. 
Hostilins  Mancinus,  U.C.  617  B.C.  137.  Coosequcntly  to 
U,C.  GI8  B.C.  13G :  in  which  too  Orosius  is  confirmed  by 
the  Epitome  of  Livj-s.  In  the  Iberica  of  Appian  tbe  parti 
culars  of  this  victory  seem  to  have  been  rehited  in  that  part 
of  his  context  where  there  happens  at  present  to  be 
hiatus  •■  *. 

U.  C.  G18  the  Vestalia  June  9  Iloman  corresponded 
July  3  B.  C-  13G.  Brutus'  triumph  for  this  victory  was 
celebrated  four  years  aftcrwnrdu,  B.  C.  132 ;  in  the  same  year, 
if  not  at  the  same  time  of  the  year  also,  as  that  of  Scipio  De 
Numantiuis » :  but  the  dates  of  both  have  been  lost  out  of 
the  Fasti.  Tliis  Brutus  was  instrumental  in  ^'siuiug  another 
victor}'  B.  C.  13!),  iu  tlte  consular  year  of  C.  ScmproniusTu- 
ditanua ;   Dc  lapudibus  K 


irt 

I 


occ.i»4| 


•  II  appear*  from  Oronitw,  v.  5,  Ihtt  nmtua'  socwm  on  this 
««  a  very  signnl  one ;    out  of  60.000  of  llie  enemy  50,000  liavinj;  Tiorn 
IciUetl  on  itie  (ielil,  and  <iooo  made  priBoneni :  w  Uiat  Orid  tnJ^Ul  wcU 
lay  of  him  that  on  thii  occasion 

Iliapanam  BaiiguiM  tinxit  liuinuin. 


■  Dlfo.  U,  eh.  i.  RM1. 1.  I.  Vol.  i.  ^S. 

•  ^|i]Mnn,  *i.  7 1  _;^  !  80— Ki :  m- 
lihrf,  Iv.  Ivi.  Yrlliuun  IVl.  ti.  i;.  Vs. 
ferHit  Mu.  vi.  W.  I  De  Onthn  tUctis, 
RxtMva.  8tnbo,  iii.  }.  Uiodanui, 
xiiiii.  c.  Si§.  Dopniliti,  iL  g^  Cicoo^ 
ItruUu,  II,  R5.     Fronlinoa,  ir.  t.  to. 


FlnrnR,  ii.  17.  f  ij.  Kiitropiu*,  iv.  8. 
»  ..  4.  5. 
<  M.  tf.  Appiftn.Ti.  jqt  So — 81. 
'  ti.  71.     Ct  80— Bj, 

*  Batropiu*,  iv.  8.     Plnurdi, 
riw  RrmxiJiiLa,  »j. 

*  Sw  \'<il.  ti.  88.  N«.  bunt  U. 
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Section  II. — Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  ir.  4  355  day$. 


U.  C.  631  Varr.  6ao  Cap.  618  Polyb.  B.  C.  134-133. 


P.  Mucius  Sceevula 

L.  CalpurniuB  Piso  Frugi. 


Katendc  Januariie^pec.  39  B.  C.  134.  Nundinal  Char.  8. 

i.  On  the  day  of  the  death  of  Tiberius  Gracchus. 

The  beginning  of  those  proceeding  at  Rome,  which  termi- 

xinted  in  the  death  of  Tibenus  Gracchus,  is  dated  by  Velleius 

I*aterealus°  in  the  consular  year  of  F.  Mucius  Sceevula  and 

X.  Calpomius;  cliii  years  before  his  own  time,  U.  C.  783 

A.  D.  30 :  i.  e.  U.  C.  621  B.  C.  133.     Velleius  in  this  state- 

■ment  is  confirmed  by  Plutarch  also'*.    The  degradation  of 

Octavius,  his  colleague  in  the  tribuneahip,  by  his  procuration, 

and  his  own  death ',  both  came  in  the  compass  of  one  year ; 

and  that  the  consular  year  of  Mucius  Sccerula  in  particular, 

whom  Plutarch  calls  Thv  vofiobfiicnjv  1. 

It  is  necessary  to  begin  with  fixing  the  year  of  this  event, 
in  order  to  illustrate  the  truth  of  our  calendar,  and  more  par- 
ticnlarly  the  Nundinal  cycle  of  the  calendar,  by  means  of  its 
circumstances.  It  is  agreed  that  when  Tiberius  had  effected 
the  degradation  of  Octavius,  and  tlie  election  of  Mummius, 
(or  as  Plutarch  styles  him  Mucins^,)  in  his  stead ;  he  began 
to  take  measures  for  continuing  himself  in  the  ofGce  of  tri- 
bune for  another  year",  though  that  was  contrary  to  law.  In 
one  of  the  firagments  of  Dio**  it  seems  to  be  impUcd  that  this 
was  done  'Eir'  i^oht^  rj};  i.px')^'--  ^^^  >t^  i^  clear  from  the  narra- 
tive of  Appian^  that,  unless  the  end  of  the  tribunician  year 


■  ii.  2.  Vftleriua  Max.  iii.  ii    17  De  FoHitn- 

*  Tita,  ix.  xiz.  iHne  :    it.  vii.  i.  De  Amicitia.     Obse- 

I  Appiu),  B.C.  i.  10—11 :  13 — 17.  qaeiiB,  Ixxzvi.     Appian,  B.C'.  1.  3.  17. 

Flonia,  iii.    14.  j  4 — 6.     Obseqnens,  111.      Dio,    Fragm.    Ixixrii.   Ixxxviii. 

<axK.  UxzTi.     Dio,  xlvi.  49.  Auctor  De  Virit,  Tib.  Qncrhiu. 

'  Viu,  ix.     Cf.  Cicero,  Oratio  ix.  in  *  Vita,  xiii.  xriii.    Cf.  Appian,  B.C 

Verrem,  iv.  49,  108  :  xxix.  Pro  Doino,  i.  13.  14. 

34,  qi  ;  xuci,  Fro  Cn.  Plancio,  36, 88:  *  AppiaD,    B.C.  i.    13.    r4.     Ltrj, 

Ad  Attic,  i.  19:   De  Leplina,  iii.  9, 10.  Iviii.  Plutarch,  Tiberius  Gracchua,  xvi. 

^  Ixxxviii, 


Astvnius,  in  ii,  contra  Verr.    p.  41, 
Velleins  Pat.  ii,  3.  7.     Livy,  l>iii.  ]ix. 


c  B.  C.  i.  14. 
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at  this  time  vn<)  fnlting  in  the  middle  of  Bummer^  that  conld 
not  posftibly  hnve  Keen  the  cnsc. 

Tlie  proceedings  rcltiting  to  his  reelection  occupied  only 
two  days''.  Gracchus  himself  was  killed  on  the  second  day*. 
The  coniitin  trihunicia  of  the  year  must  ronsequcntly  have 
been  lixcd  for  the  first  of  tlieu  days,  though  the  election  itm 
protracted  over  that  day  into  n  second.  Xo«r  it  may  be  in- 
ferred from  the  testiraouy  of  Cicsar''  that  the  gcncml  mk^^l 
vhjch  regulated  the  tribunitian  elections  in  these  times  whi^I 
to  hold  tho  comitin  in  the  eighth  month  of  the  tribunician 
venr,  which  would  be  the  Korann  Uuinctilis  or  Scxtilis.  And 
if  such  was  the  custom  nt  this  period  in  general,  we  may  take 
jt  for  granted  that  Tiberiiia*  comitin,  preparatory  to  an  elec- 
tion which  he  was  anxious  on  many  accounts  to  carry  witli  as 
little  delay  as  possible,  would  be  no  exception  to  the  rule. 
The  Roman  Quiuctilis  U.  C.  621  bore  date  June  23  B.  C. 
133;  the  Roman  f^exlilis  July  24;  and  if  the  coniitia  were 
actually  fixed  to  either  of  those  months,  nothing  would  be 
more  in  accordance  with  such  a  date  than  Appian's  descrip- 
tion of  the  time  wbeu  notice  was  actually  given  of  them: 
®((>oi  it  i^v  ^fivr  "li  -poyitatixxi  bTsti.6k{}\uii>  ctv  tu  ftiKKovi. 

This  however  is  not  all.  The  rustic  tribes  were  those  by 
whose  assistance  Oracelius  Inid  been  enabled  tu  carry  tho  re- 
cent uteasuro  relating  to  the  d>egradation  of  OclAviua'' ;  and  it 
wonid  seem  from  Appiun'  that  for  this  reason  both  the  origi- 
nal motion  which  had  been  opposed  by  him  and  this  subse- 
quent question  of  his  dc^rndation  hnd  been  purposely  fixed 
by  Tiberius  for  a  Nundinal  day :  when  the  Nundinal  resort 
alone  would  necessarily  bring  the  rustic  voters  to  the  city  in 
greater  numbers  than  usual.  And  it  was  just  as  aatttnd  and 
juat  as  much  to  be  expected  that  for  the  same  reason  he 
would  fix  his  own  election  for  a  Nundinal  day. 

The  former  proceedings  however  in  both  instances  had 
token  place  either  in  the  (spring  or  before  the  summer  at 
l««st  was  yet  much  advanced.  Tbent  had  consequently  been 
nothing  to  interfere  with  the  resort  of  the  rustic  tribn  to 


*  A{i\mn,  n.  C.i.  H.|6.  Of  I1u> 
l&rHi.  Vltft,  sti-«ix.  %t. 

«  A|i)>iiui.  B,  Ci.  14.  ij.  16.  fT. 
FlatMi-h,  Vita,  xvUxTiii.  sir. 

'  t}»  Di'iio  ruut,  I  5, 


C  B.  C.  i.  14.  Cf  FlMiu,  ill.  1 1.  »  A. 
^]].  U.  i    11.    I  J.      I'lutatnli,    VitA, 

I  B.C.  i.  to-ti. 
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city  on  each  of  those  occasions;  and  having  done  that  ac- 
cordingly, and  having  rendered  this  service  to  Tiberius'',  they 
had  returned  to  their  homes  and  to  their  usual  occupations 
in  the  country.  But  now,  it  appears,  when  their  attendance 
in  person  at  Borne  was  atiU  more  necessary  to  him,  both  for 
the  success  of  the  measure  which  he  was  endeavouring  to 
carry  in  his  own  behalf  and  for  his  own  protection,  it  turned 
out  that  at  the  time  fixed  for  his  reelection  they  were  not  at 
liherty  to  come  to  the  city';  and  the  reason  assigned  by 
Appian  for  that  inability  is  critically  this,  that,  'Q.s  iv  ddpet, 
they  were  busy  with  the  harvest.  The  non-attendance  of  his 
rustic  supporters  at  the  time  of  need  compelled  him  to  put 
oflf  the  election  to  the  next  day™  ;  in  order  to  give  him  time 
and  opportunity  meanwhile  for  canvassing  the  city  voters, 
and  for  engaging  their  sympathies  in  his  own  behalf. 

It  follows  from  this  representation  of  the  course  of  things 
that  Tiberius'  comitia  in  the  present  instance  must  have  been 
fixed  for  some  day  either  at  the  beginning  of  com  harvest,  or 
in  the  midst  of  it ;  as  well  as,  in  all  probability,  for  some 
Nundinal  day  too.  Now  such  a  date  as  the  Kalends  of 
Qninctilis  U.  C.  621,  June  23  B.  C.  133,  was  not  likely  to 
hare  interfered  with  corn  harvest  this  year ;  for  it  could 
scarcely  have  begun  by  so  early  a  day  as  June  23" :  much  less 
have  been  so  far  advanced  that  even  a  day  could  not  have 
been  spared  from  it  by  any  of  the  residents  in  the  country  to 
go  and  vote  at  Rome.  The  Kalends  of  Scxtilis  however,  the 
same  year,  July  24,  must  have  fallen  in  the  very  midst  of 
com  harvest;  which  could  not  fail  to  h»ve  begun  in  all  parts 
of  the  country  before  that  day,  and  at  that  very  time  would 
be  going  on  most  actively  every  where. 

Neither  however  is  even  this  all.  It  may  be  collected  from 
the  circumstances  of  these  proceedings  which  are  still  on 
recordo  that  the  night  of  the  day  before,  and  that  of  the  day 
after,  the  death  of  Tiberius  was  light,  and  as  it  would  seem 
both  at  the  beginning  and  at  the  end  ;  i.  e.  all  through  :  and 
if  that  was  actually  the  case  it  is  an  infalHble  criterion  of  the 

^  B.  C.  i.  T,;-  "  Diss.  viii.  eh.  i.  sect  ii.  Vol.  ii.  139. 

'  B.  C.  i.  14.     Plntweh,  Vit»,  xti.  "  Appian.  B.  C.  i.  14.  15.    Plutarrh. 

■  B.  C  i.  14.  ij.  Vita.  xvt.  xs. 
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full  uf  tlio  moon  nbout  Uic  same  time.  Now  there  wiw  b 
solar  cclijwu  AugiiBt  7  i>.4fi  r.  ii.  Paris.  U.  C.  133;  and  con- 
seqiieDtly  tliuro  must  havu  beuti  a  lull  uioou  July  23  or  ^-l* 
liefbre.  If  so  there  would  tio  nuHiiili^ht  nil  uiglit  both  on 
the  Kalcitds  of  SestUis  U.C.  (i'^l  July  24,  and  on  the  tiny 
before  it  also. 

Finally,  the  Kumlmal  character  of  the  year  being  H  and 
tbe  length  of  the  year  beiiiK  355  days,  tlic  character  of  Sex- 
tilis  wa«  8;  and  Friilic  Kalendns  Sextile«,  Quinctilis  31, 
July  23  was  Nuudiiial :  but  not  the  Kalends  of  ScxUlia  July 
24.  Wu  are  idtugetlier  of  opinion,  on  the  strength  uf  tbew 
oouicideiieea,  that  tic  actual  date  of  the  death  uf  Tibehua 
Gracchus  was  thia  day,  tbe  luilcudB  of  SextiliA  U.C.  621* 
July  2i  B.C.  1!}3;  that  he  purposely  fixed  the  cotiittta  for 
his  reelection  prev-jously  to  Pridie  Kaleudas  Sextiles,  July  23, 
both  because  of  the  Nundinal  day  and  because  of  tbo  fall 
luoou :  in  the  hope  that  a  sutHdcnt  nnmbcr  of  voters  from 
tbe  country  to  secure  his  object  might  have  been  induced 
thereby  to  conic  and  vote,  notwithstanding  the  business  of  tlto 
harvest,  Mhich  was  goiug  on  at  the  time ;  and  that  Anding 
himself  disappointed  in  this  expectation  on  the  first  day,  as 
the  only  alternative  left,  he  put  off  the  decision  of  the  elec- 
tion until  the  ne.\t  day :  in  the  hope  of  being  able  during  the 
remainder  of  tluit  first  day  uud  during  the  enduing  night  to 
make  amends  for  the  abscuce  of  his  supporters  from  the 
country  by  engaging  the  city  tribes  iu  his  interest.  It  should 
be  observed  that  ou  both  the  fonucr  occasions  (if  their  at> 
tcurlancc  the  rustic  trtheo  were  personally  coticerocd  in  tha 
questions  at  issue;  anil  carnu  as  much  on  their  own  account 
as  on  that  of  Ciracclms.  Hut  on  ihlti  occasion  they  ho^l  no 
pcrsouid  interest  in  the  decision  of  the  question.  They  might 
not  therefore  care  to  leave  their  own  business  at  home,  juat 
when  it  was  most  necessary  that  they  shuidd  be  attending 
to  it,  merely  to  obhge  Gracchus  by  going  to  vote  at  Home. 
Certain  at  least  it  is  that  the  defect  of  bis  usual  supporteni 
from  the  country  eueounigcd  and  cmbotdened  his  opponents 
to  tahc  adviuitage  of  this  opportunity;  as  something  which 
had  not  bcuu  expected  and  might  not  again  recur:  for  on 
tins   second   day  of  the  election,  headed  by  the   Poutifex 
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Maxiinus  Scipio  Naaica  himself,  they  effoctuallj  defeated  liis 
purpose  by  putting  him  to  it  %'iulcnt  dcflthP:  a  step  which 
they  Iiad  not  ventwred  to  take  the  day  before*. 

Eii-  On  Mt*  date  qf  the  dtath  o/Attalus,  the  last  of  the  linifS  of 
Pergamus. 
As  a  corollary  from  the  preceding  conclusioua  the  date  of 
the  death  of  Attalus  the  last  of  the  kings  of  Pcrgamus  admits 
of  being  probably  determined  also. 
It  appears  that  the  will  of  this  king,  by  wliich  hiadomitiiona 
vore  bequeathed  to  the  people  of  Rome,  must  have  been 
broi^ht  to  Rome  precisely  in  the  interval  between  the  pasa- 
ing  of  the  original  motion  or  rogation  of  Tiberius  (Jracchus, 
in  order  to  which  it  had  been  necessary  to  degrade  his  col- 
league Octaiius.  and  this  subsequent  attempt  at  his  onu  re- 
jection 1.  He  mu«t  therefore  Lave  died  himself  etirly  ia 
B.  C.  133,  (us  Juitiu  tell  us^  after  au  ilhicss  of  !>ereu  days' 
duration  only,)  and  his  will  must  have  been  made  known  ra 
Rome  before  the  mouth  of  July  the  same  year". 

We  may  infer  from  these  facts  too  that  the  original  motion 
of  Tiberius,  ont  of  which  every  thing  else  abo*'e  considered 
ultimately  aroae,  must  have  been  both  proposed  and  carried 

It  is  incatKtned  hj-  Oicem,  Oratio  n.   In  Ycrr.  iv.  4^  loH.  ilial  the 

Ldbri  Sibf Uini  wen  consulted  after  the  deatb  of  Tib«nus  C>racc)ius ;  and 

if  sost  this  time,  U.  C.  tiai  B.  C.  133:    In  quibus.  he  atlils,  inventuni  tsX 

C«fercro  aQti<)uiftaunsm  [)]»c«ri  oportcre :  Mhioh  Oertv  ivaH  undcntood  to 

nwaa  tLe  Ceres  of  Knoa  in  Sicily.     C'f.  also  V'alprius  Max.  i,  i.  7  De  Be^ 

Ugionc.     TliiH  too  ih  an  argument  that  the  death  t>f  GrartrhuB  acttnlly 

happened  in  the  Rouua  moolh  of  S^xlilis,  and  very  urar  the  bcfpnninf;  of 

<1m  nwnth.     Tha  case  of  die  ItaUle  of  Cantue,  &nd  it*  datv  Snlilis  3,  nra 

.doDOUtnitivs  itiat  the  Sacmm  Cereris  in  the  Rooi&ii  cuJcndar  wu  attached 

I  the  bq^nning  of  that  month.     Cf.  nipra,  Dim.  v.  ch.  1.  sect.  r.  ttote : 

TfA.  i.  445. 


Afpikn,  B.C.  i.  i6.     I'lvy,  Iviii. 

"b,  Vita,  six.  xsi.     (Wro,  xix. 

Cbtiliiiam  I.  I,  5.    Vdkdus  Pat.  il. 

Flonit,  iii.   14.  \  7.     UAcrobios, 

DmiuuiD  Sdp.  i.  4.  p.  16. 

<  PluiarrK,  Vltn,  \'\\  \  xx.    A|>pi>i>, 

B.C.  L  i.t^iT.  Cf.  LiTy.lTJii.  }4u«ba, 

xilL  4.  JiTiun^  (.Ihrab- Ol-  161.  ]. 

'  itrvi.  f.   f    I— i-    Ct   UiodonuL, 

■  Cr.  VoUriiu  Pat.  JL  4 :  3S.    Utj. 
KAL.  ITAL.  VOL.  111. 


Iiriii.  Valerius  Max.  v.  ii.  ^  Dw  Urati* 
ludine.  Bxumw.  Flanu,  uL  15.  {  1. 1. 
Eulrapiiu.  iv,9.  Onwiiie.  v.  8  t  14, 
Auctor  Dd  VSri».  Tibtnu*  (Iracfhw, 
I'Hnj,  H.  N.  «i«iii.  53.  p.  17^  ihitri 
bn  aluatli,  or  r»:lirr  iht*  ulir  oT  liia  ^f- 
fcita,  U.  C-  6>i — or  56  ywra  sArr  tba 
tniintfih  of  ^ripia  AiMtioua,  l>'-  k'..  jftj  ■ 
i.  c  fit,  i-\i:lu>ne  of  boih  fxtninc^ 
U.U.  (fil  wi<l  U.f.  fill. 
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enrlj  in  the  year ;  for  Caius  his  brother  bad  been  ajitrntnted 
one  of  the  commission  of  three  who  were  to  carry  that  raotioa 
into  execution  * :  nnci,  though  he  was  absent  at  that  lime 
serving  in  the  army  before  Nuiuantia,  yet  it  appejira  that  be 
was  prcaciit  himvelf  at  Rome,  nt  tlio  time  of  the  death  of 
Xiberius  ".  There  must  consequently  have  been  time  enough 
even  after  the  passing  of  the  origtoal  motion  tind  before  the 
death  of  Tiberius  to  summon  Caius  to  Rome  from  Nn- 
mautia. 

Scipio  too  WHS  engaged  in  the  siege  of  Numantia  wben  ba 
heanl  of  the  death  of  Tiberius " :  and  thoiigh  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  in  Spain  in  B.  C.  131,  and  though 
Velteiua  Paterculus  tells  us"  that  lie  reduced  Numantia  Intra 
annum  ac  tres  menses  qunm  eo  venerat ;  yet  it  is  clear  from 
Appiau?  that  he  did  not  invest  the  city  nor  sit  down  to  the 
siege  ixHwre  it  in  form  luitil  after  the  winter  of  B.  C.  184: 
that  is  until  the  spring  of  B.  C.  133.  The  year  and  three 
Tnonths  of  Velleius  therefore  must  be  reckoned  from  tha 
spring  of  B.  C.  133:  and  that  will  give  the  reduction  at  last 
about  midsummer,  B.C.  132;  followed  in  the  course  of  the 
some  year  by  Seipio's  triumph  De  ICnmnntja,  14  years  after 
that  De  Cart'hagine,  B.  C.  1^16*. 

We  may  conclude  our  obaervatious  on  this  year  with  one 
more  i-emark.  According  to  the  rule  of  alterualiou  which 
had  been  observed  from  B.  C.  153  to  B.  C.  131  in  geuera],  it 
might  have  been  expected  that  B.  C.  133  would  be  intercalary. 
But  thn  Pontifes  Maximua  at  this  time  was  no  fi-iend  of 
Tiberius  Gracchua;  on  the  contrary,  he  munt  have  been  one 
of  his  most  determined  (tpjioiicuts;   and  as  tlic  latter,  from 

*  Cicero,  Oratio  xlii.  Pro  Rpge  Dejotaro,  7,  ig  nlludes  to  certain  pre- 
seote  ftcnt  from  A«ia  by  Allalus  to  Scipin  .\fricunuR,  and  received  al  Nu- 
mantix  by  htm  in  the  preftence  af  his  array :  which  h?  describe*  am  nioet 
msgnificent.  If  these  wvre  actually  receiveii  at  Xuiuanti*,  and  when  the 
siege  was  going  on,  it  iniifit  have  been  in  [he  sphn((  quarter.  B.  C.  133 : 
and  early  in  llinl  ^guaitrr  loo  :  and  lhe«i>  preeenta  could  haw  been  wnt  bjr 
AUaluB  only  s  little  before  his  death. 


*  Plutarrh,  Tihrrio*,  xiii.    Apfian, 
i.  13— iB;  31. 

"  Plutarch.  Tiberiu*.  i«. 

*  Ibid.   Mi.      Lirf,  LLi.     Vclleiiu 
Ril.  ii.  4.    VaLeriux  Max.  i\.  ii.  i  Ho 


Libirr  Dirlj*.    Cicrra,  Dv  Otslor«,  ii. 
35,  106.  A.  Urllina,  iL  ij. 

«  b.4. 

r  fi.Sy.  90.    Cr.  S4:  86— M. 
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tiie  time  of  his  entering  on  office,  iv  Xdus  Decembres  U.  C. 

620  Dec.  9  B.C.  134,  had  already  become  obnoxious  to  the 
party  to  which  the  Fontifex  Maximus  belonged ;  it  is  no 
wonder  that  with  a  view  to  cut  short  his  year  of  office  as 
much  as  possible  the  intercalation,  required  by   rule  U.O. 

621  B.  C.  133,  should  have  been  purposely  omitted  in  that 
year,  and  reserved  for  the  next :  in  which,  as  our  calendar 
shews,  it  must  actually  have  taken  place. 

Sbction  III. — Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  iv.  7. 355  dayg. 


U.C.  634  Varr.  623  Cap.  Cai  Polyb.  B.  C.  130. 


C.  Claudius  Pulcher 
M.  Perperna. 


Kalends  Januaris  Jan.  13  B,  C.  130.  Nuadioal  Char.  2. 


Josephns  has  preserved  a  decree  of  the  Roman  senate, 
passed  in  the  reign  of  John  Hyrcanus,  and  dated  viii  Idus 
Febmariaa,  February  6  Roman  «.  The  year  indeed  to  which 
it  belongs  is  doubtful :  but  it  eeems  to  have  been  either  B.  C. 
130  or  B.C.  129. 

There  would  be  nothing  to  remark  concerning  this  date  in 
either  of  those  years,  except  that  it  could  not  have  fallen  on 
the  seventh  day  of  the  Hebdomadal  cycle,  neither  B.  C.  130 
nor  B.C.  129.  February  6  Roman  U.  C.  624  corresponded 
to  February  15  Julian  B.  C.  130 ;  and  U.  C.  625  to  February 
5  B.  C.  129-  The  former  was  a  Wednesday;  the  latter  a 
Uonday.  In  a  case  when  the  Jews  and  their  scruples  were 
concerned ;  this  is  a  distinction  which  requires  to  be  taken 
into  account.  The  senate  which  passed  the  decree  was  held 
in  the  comitium ;  and  that  is  some  argument  that  it  was  pro- 
bably not  passed  on  a  Nundinal  day,  when  the  comitium 
would  have  been  occupied  by  the  Nundinal  resort »,  A  Fan- 
nius  was  praetor  (urbanus)  at  the  time ;  described  in  the 
decree  as  the  son  of  Marcus.  There  were  two  Fannimes, 
each  of  whom  had  the  preenomen  of  Caius.  C.  Fannius  the 
son  of  Marcus  appears  to  have  been  the  historian  '>,  the  son- 

■  Ant.  Jud.  xiii.  ii.  3.  turn,  lo,  8i  :    26,  99—101 :    De  Ora- 

■Cf.Diaa.Tii.  ch.ii.  Mct.T.VoLii.47.     ton,  ii.  67,  170:  Toacoljuue,  tr.  17, 
*>  Cic«ro,  De  Claris  Ontt.  ad  Bra-     40.   Velleiui  Pot.  ii.  9. 
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in-law  of  Leelius*'  and  the  contemporary  and    friend  of 
Tiberius  Gracclius  i"  *. 


SscTtoN  TV. — Itreffitlar  Calendar,  Chjcf€  vr.  8.  378  ttayg. 


U.  C.  635  Voir.  634  Cap.  tias  Palyb.  B.  C.  t>9. 

C.  Setnpnniiua  'J'uditanuK 
Man.  Aquillioa. 


Kalends  Januuisc  Jan.  a  D.  C.  139.  Nundinal  Cbar.  ;. 

L  Date  of  Cicero'ii  Dialogue  De  Rcpublica. 

Thia  year  ia  the  asaumcd  date  of  Cicero's  dialog:ue  De  Re- 
publica;  great  part  of  which  has  been  recovered  in  our  time 
by  the  CHnliiial  Augeh)  Miiio. 

The  dialogue  itself  is  supposed  to  have  been  held  at  tho 
Feriffi  Lutinie  of  the  year  « ;  yet  in  the  winter  seasou  ' :  from 
which  it  follows  that,  if  Cicero  paid  a  due  regard  to  historical 
truth  and  propriety  in  the  circumstancca  of  these  imaginary 
conversations  of  his,  and  was  uot  (like  Plato  his  model  and 
prototype  in  that  class  of  his  compositions)  deliberately  care- 
less of  histor)'  and  chronology,  the  Fcri*  LalioiC  of  this  year 
were  kuoMu  to  have  fallen  out  in  the  winter. 

Tht!  Kalends  of  January  U.  C.  025  Jan.  2  B.  C.  129  ce^^ 
tainly  fcU  in  the  winter.  Tlie  Fenic  Latinic  had  do  fi^^B^^f 
dateK.  They  might  fall  enrly  in  a  given  year,  and  they  might 
fall  late.  It  is  allnwiihlc  to  assume  that  this  year  they  pro- 
bably fell  some  time  in  the  Honian  February  before  the  Ter- 
miualiii,  Febnmry  2Ji  Iloninn,  February  22  Julinn;  and  that 
might  be  considered  to  have  been  BtUl  in  the  winter. 


*  Ac  this  t'luiniuB  \vsb  the  snn  of  Marcus,  it  might  bu  conjectured  that 
he  waa  the  FanoiuH  named  in  the  decree.  Uut  t'icero,  De  Rcpublica,  lib. 
i.  mention*  ihis  C.  Fanning  and  Q.  Sorvtrfn,  (both  sonft-in-law  of  LcFliua.) 
u  pircHcnt  at  that  dialnguii,  the  time  of  which  was  U.  C  62$  B.  C.  1  ag  ; 
and  h«  deacribes  ihcm  an  then  of  th«  qtuestorian  age:  Jam  irLai«  (|Ujr- 
HtortiM.  Ifsf)  FimmiiH  ciiuld  not  ha«'e  be«n  pnrtor  eitber  U.  ^.634  U.  C. 
ijo  or  U,  C.  615  H.  C  I3t}. 


•  Cir<To,  D^AiiiMtiB,  1,  3.5.    Bru- 

*  Plut«rcb.  TilMtriiu,  I*.  A|>piAH,  vt. 
G;.  Hiitp>iu<a.  Cf.Uie  Fatti  OjushIwm, 


V.C.  631  B.C.  tat. 
•  Lib.  L 
<  Bm  mafn,  p.  tf. 


MUd. 
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This  year  is  remarkable  also  as  being  tbat  of  the  death  of 
Scipio  Africanus  the  younger,  not  without  the  suspicion  of 
Tiolence;  though  there  is  nothing  on  record  which  would 
prove  that  any  such  suspicion  was  well  founded,  or  tbat 
though  his  death  was  sudden  and  unexpected  it  was  not  after 
all  a  natural  death.  If  he  was  in  his  56tb  year  at  the  time^j 
and  yet  was  bom  B.  C.  184,  his  birthday  must  have  fallen 
early  in  the  year ;  for  his  death  appears  to  have  happened 
early  in  the  course  of  this  year  too  :  and  not  long  after  the 
supposed  date  of  Cicero's  dialogue,  iu  which  he  sustains  the 
principal  part '. 

The  date  of  a  triumph  celebrated  this  year,  (that  of  the 
consul  Sempronius  De  lapudibus,)  is  extant  also  ;  Kalcndis 
Octobribua'^.  The  expedition  before  this  was  undertaken  in 
the  midst  of  those  proceedings  at  Rome  which  were  still 
going  on  when  Scipio  was  found  dead  in  his  bed  1 :  and  that 
too  is  one  among  other  arguments  that  be  must  have  died 
early  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

Section  V. — On  the  general  administration  of  the  Calendar 
from  U.C.  601  B.C.  153  to  U.  C.  625  B.C.  129. 

We  may  further  observe  on  this  year,  U.  C.  625  B.  C.  129, 
that  it  stands  at  the  distance  of  24  years  complete  (one  cycle 
of  the  regular  calendar)  from  U.  C.  601  B.  C.  153.  In  these 
24  years  also  there  was  the  same  number  of  common  and  the 
same  of  intercalary  years,  as  there  would  have  been  in  one 
r^ular  cycle ;  13  of  the  former,  11  of  the  latter.  The  first 
of  these  24  years  too  was  intercalary,  as  the  first  year  of  the 
regular  Decemviral  cycle  must  have  been.  As  however  nine 
of  thwe  intercalary  months  consisted  of  23  days,  and  two 
only  of  22  days ;  five  days  more  were  thereby  introduced  into 
the  calendar  in  the  course  of  these  24  years  than  otherwise 
would  have  been  the  case  :  and  consequently  the  Kalends  of 
January  at  the  beginning  of  the  25th  year,  U.  C.  625,  were 
Jive  days,  (but  not  more  than  five,)  in  advance  of  the  Kalends 


^  See  Bupra,  i  >o,  note.  19,  zo.    Orosios,  t.  io. 

1  Cf.  De  Repablica.,  Lib.  i :  De  N«-  ^  Vol.  ii.  88.  No.  Uxxvii. 

tun    Deorum,  ii.  5,    14.      Livy,  lix.  ■  Appian,  B.  C.  i.  19.  Uvy,  lix. 
Velleins  Pat.  ii.  4.   Appian,  B.  C.  i. 
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of  Jnouary  in  the  tirat  year,  U.  C.  601 ;  Jan.  2  B.  C.  129.  in- 
Blcad  of  l)w.  28  B.C.  130, 

In  theae  coincidences  it  is  impossible  not  to  perccire  a 
Btiidied  conformity  of  tlie  ndininiHtnitioii  of  the  ealeiidnr 
through  these  2*  years  at  least  to  the  old  and  proper  rule 
of  the  same  kind  in  the  most  regulnr  timca.  It  adds  to  the 
signi6c8ncy  of  the  coincidence  that  the  first  of  these  years. 
B  0.  li>'t-153,  Mas  the  probable  date  of  the  decease  of  one 
Pontifex  Mnxiiuus,  'iii,  /Kniiliua  Lepidus,  and  of  the  electioD 
of  nnother'",  P.  Cornelius  Scipio  Nasicii,  graud»ou  of  Scipio 
Kasics,  the  IIospcs  of  the  Mnter  Idiea  B.  C  204.  (publicly 
recognized  on  that  occasion  as  the  vir  optimus  of  his  time) : 
the  same  who  appears  in  the  consular  Fiuti  aa  the  colleague 
of  DecitruiR  Jmiiua  llnituH  CallaicuH  U.C.  filC  B.  C  138; 
and  M'hom  one  of  the  tribuncH  of  his  day  is  aaid  to  have 
nicknamed  Serapio",  from  his  likeucM  to  a  person  of  low 
Condition  (a  slare)  at  Home  of  that  nnnic. 

According  to  Velleius  Paterculus "  he  was  created  Ponti'- 
fex  Maximua  in  his  absence  from  Rome;  which,  if  true, 
would  imply  that  those  with  wlioui  the  election  rested  (whe- 
ther the  people  in  general  or  the  college  of  Pontiffs  iu  parti- 
cular) uiutit  luLvc  had  an  high  opinion  of  his  fitness  for  the 
office :  and  Cicero  iippcjirs  to  confirm  this,  by  speaking  of 
him,  as  often  as  he  has  ceca»ion  to  mention  him^",  aa  one 
of  the  most  able  and  eminent  who  ever  presided  over  the 
college  of  Pontiffs.  History  has  recorded  nothing  which 
can  he  set  in  opposition  to  this  favourable  construction  of  hi* 
clmracter,  or  which  has  left  u  blot  upon  his  name,  except  the 
part  which  he  took  ikgninst  'J'iherius  Gracchus:  and  though 
to  our  o»u  dispaiiaiiiiiatc  judgment,  and  to  our  better  and 
clearer  appndiensioiis  of  right  and  wi-ong,  hia  conduct  on 
that  Ofcawon  cannot  but  appear  culpable ;  it  is  hut  just  that 
we  should  make  every  allowance  for  the  passions  and  preju- 
dices of  the  time,  and  for  the  very  different  feelings  and  con- 
victions «ltieh  determined  the  line  of  conduct  in  diflicult  and 
critical  cases,  like  thcsCj  among  the  Uomaiuofuld.    This  act 


■>  Sw  nujini,  p.  jic. 

"  V.t  \av\,  Iv.  t-'imto,  Vk-  LvgK.  ili 
9,  10.  ^'all.■Hutl  Mui.  ix.  xw.  .1 !)« 
Mmililudinp  f'orinB>.    Pliny,  II.  N,  vii. 


10,  p.  6lt. 

■>  IL  .1.  CCUrf.izix.  141  xxitvi.  40, 
Diodonu.  Vn%.  aariv. 
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of  the  supreme  Pontiff  did  not  pass  awaj  vritliout  anr  per- 
sonal ill-consequences  to  liirasclf  It  was  so  deeply  resented 
by  the  people  of  Home,  and  ro  soon  too;  that,  though  not 
atctuallir  bAniahed  by  »  public  decree,  he  thought  it  expedient 
to  go  into  voluntury  exile  4  under  pretence  of  nn  honorary 
miuiou  to  Asia;  and  ap^mrently  the  very  same  year.  Nor 
did  he  return  to  Home :  but  died  himaelf  not  long  after  at 
Fergamus  s. 

Licinius  Crnssus  the  next  Pontifex  Maximus  was  certainty 
already  in  office  in  his  eonHular  year.  II.  C.  623  H.C.  131 ;  in 
ichich  be  was  despatch»d  to  Asia  against  AristonicHs,  and 
in  the  course  of  which  year  or  of  the  next  be  came  by  bt« 
death  there:  having  becu  the  lirst  Poutifex  Muximusj  iic- 
oordiug  to  the  Epitome  of  Liry ',  who  left  Italy  to  gu  beyond 
aeas  in  such  n  command  ns  his.  lie  was  probably  appointed 
JJ.  C.  133;  or  early  B.C.  132.  Nasica'a  superintendence  of 
the  calendar  consequently  could  not  have  lasted  for  the 
vholo  of  these  24  yc;ars;  but  it  did  so  for  20  or  21  of  the 
Dumber.  And  ire  may  consider  it  extremely  probable  tbnt, 
whether  in  pursuance  of  a  plan  first  laid  down  by  his  pre- 
decessor JEmitius,  and  steadily  acted  upon  for  fourteen  or 
fifteen  years  before  his  death,  or  in  consequence  of  some 
resolution  of  his  own  :  as  the  Kalends  of  January  U.  C.  601 
B.  C.  15!^  bad  been  brought  de  facto  ae  nearly  as  posMiblc  to 
par  with  Uteir  oid  and  profier  date,  December  29,  Kasica  and 
the  college  proposed  for  the  future,  and  as  far  as  circumstaDoes 
Tontd  permit,  to  keep  them  confined  to  that  date :  and  not  to 
let  them  fall  lower  than  December  28 ;  nor  yet  to  rise  higher 
than  January  26  (one  tnenf'u  cavtu).  And  if  our  own  ar- 
rangements for  these  2*  years  may  be  taken  as  any  criterion 
of  the  trne,  it  is  clear  that  they  succeeded  in  tliis  object;  and 
by  the  simplest  of  all  expedieut«>,  a  judicious  alternation  of 
common  and  iutcrculary  years  :  yet  without  any  danger  of  in- 
curring the  Nundinal  Incidence  on  the  Kalends  of  January. 

The  experience  of  these  2--liTCani  having  thus  demonstrated 
irbat  was  capable  of  being  done  in  this  %Tay  ;  we  shall  see 
the  same  principles  kept  in  view,  and  the  same  management 
of  the  details  of  the  csdendar  exeniplilied  in  its  administra- 
tion,  and  with  nearly  the  same  results,  for  the  next  24  years 
«  PluUrrJi,  Tlberiiu  Graccbus.  iitu    C(.  ivyn,  p.  .to.  '  la. 
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ftlio.  from  U.C,  625  B.C.  129  toU.C.G49  B. C.  105 :  though 
the  Knlends  of  Jnouary  at  the  Intter  of  theoe  epocha  were 
17  days  iu  defect  of  the  date  from  which  thev  set  out  at  the 
fonner.  The  time*  after  B.  C.  103  U.  C.  G49  were  times  of 
grc»t  i>iiblic  duiij^cr  or  dUonler :  uor  is  it  surpruiitig-thiit  the 
admiutstratiuu  of  the  cnleuilar,  fruiti  thiit  time  forward,  should 
be^u  to  exhibit  symptoms  of  Rympathising  with  the  unsettled 
state  of  public  affairs;  nnd  should  no  longer  appear  to  be 
governed  by  the  same  fixed  and  dcfiuitc  priticiptca  which  had 
regulated  it  more  or  Icia  uniforiuly  for  48  years  before. 


StCTioN  VI. — Irrrffttlar  Calendar,  Cycle  iv.  11.  355  day*. 
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M.  /Kiuilius  LepitJus 
L.  Aiircliut  ()re«tes. 
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The  date  of  a  triumph  this  year  i«  extant,  that  of  M'.  Aquil- 
lius  L'ro.  Cob.  Ex  Asia^ ;  i.  c.  o%'er  AriKtunicus,  the  late  com- 
petitor with  the  people  of  Home  for  the  inheritance  of  Attaloa, 
the  lost  of  the  kings  of  Pergamus.  There  la  nothing  particu- 
lar to  remark  upon  it,  except  that  as  Rx  Asia  it  niij^ht  hav« 
been  expected  to  fall  Intc  in  the  year;  aa  in  fact  it  npjK-arit  to 
have  done,  iii  Idas  Novembrea  U.  C.  628,  Kovcmber  20 
B.C.  126. 

Srction  \11.— Irregular  Calendar,  Ctfchiv.  16.335 
U.  C.  633.  Van-,  633.  Cap.  630.  Polyb.  B.  C.  I3a-l3l. 


Q.  FHliiuit  Miuiinus  [.\llobrogiea*} 
L.  0)iiiiiiut. 


kalcndiir  jKnunriw  December  30  B.  C.  133.  Nundic^  C9ur.  2. 


A  date  has  been  recorded  of  this  year,  which  is  calculated 
to  illustrate  both  tlic  Human  calendar  of  the  time  being,  and 
one  of  the  imlendars  of  the  north  of  Kuropo,  tho  anciait 
(iallic  calendar.  It  ia  the  date  of  the  victor^'  of  Q.  Fabius 
Maximuit,  consul  of  this  year,  over  the  Arverni  or  Allobroge*. 

*  (T  Vol.  ij.  B9.     No.  Uxxviii. 
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vhich  earned  liim  liis  nurnnmo  of  Altabro^cus;  vii  orvi  Tdus 
Augiiata!torSextiIc3U.C.633,Scxtilisror8Uonian*.  It  ninvhe 
'  shewn  thnt  this  Romim  dnte  nntl  the  Luna  scxta  of  the  Gallic 
calendar, Period  ii_  8  J  ( 'yclc  xi.  i,  met  together  in  the  21  at  or22d 
of  Julv  B.  C.  121 :  and  this  coinciilence  we  coasidtrr  sufficient 


Section  VIII.— i(<?mnr**  on  the  administration  of  the 
Caiendar  fro»i  Tl.  C.  124—121. 

Here  however  it  i»  proper  to  observe  that  the  Brrangcmetit* 
hieh  we  have  adopted  in  this  part  of  the  fourth  irjcgiilar 
cycle  suppose  four  yenra  in  seciuence  I'.C.  030  to  C33,  13.  G. 
124-121,  without  any  intcrcalntion  ;  contrary  to  the  rule 
which  is  seen  to  h»vc  been  prevailing  both  before  and  after. 
But  there  ia  in  reality  no  difficulty  in  this  circumstanoe. 
The  first  of  these  years,  TI.  C.  G30  H.  C.  13^1,  as  next  in  order 
to  a  year  wliich  was  intercalary  miglit  be  common  of  course. 
And  on  the  iv  Idus  Decembres  this  year,  the  usual  Tribuni- 
cian  Ingrew,  December  20  B,  C.  124,  Cains  Gracchus  baring 
been  elected  Tribuims  PIcbia  for  the  first  time  entered  upon 
office;  aud  with  oflicrc  on  the  Riimc  career  of  agitation  in 
vhich  his  brother  Tiberius  had  preceded  him  nine  years 
uforo  :  nnd  in  which  he  persisted  until  his  death.  He  was 
continued  in  the  trihuncship  for  the  /Air// year  iv  Idus  De- 
cembrealJ.C.  632,  November  30  B.C.  122;  and  came  to 
the  same  kind  of  untimely  end  as  his  brother,  some  time 
dfter  the  ingress  of  the  ue.\t  consular  year,  the  Kalends  of 
Janunry  U,  C.  033,  December  20  B.  c!  122''.     It  is  to  be 

I  presumed  that  they  who  had  the  care  of  the  calendar  at  tlus 
time,  belonging  as  no  doubt  they  did  to  the  party  opposed  to 

I       Caius,  and  which  Cicero  call«  that  of  the  opfimatoa,  would 

Emake  a  point  of  sbortciiiiig  the  oflieial  term  of  cacti  of  the 
^cars  during  which  the  obnoxious  Tribune  was  agitating  hia 
various  questions.  We  might  have  expected  therefore  a 
u 
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priori  to  find  tlmt  they  vere  all  common  years :  as  in  fact, 
aponieriori,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  suppose  that  they 
must  nil  have  brcn. 

Sr.CTio>f  IX.— /rr/yw/ffT  Calendar,  Cycle  iv.  23.  878  days. 

U.  C.  6^0  Varr.  639  Cap.  637  Polyb.  B.  U.  1 15-1 14. 

M*.  Aciltus  Bulbus 
C  ParciuK  Caui. 


Kalenilfe  JannariB  Dec.  17  B.  C.  115.  Nonilinal  Char.  8. 


i.  Oh  the  date  0/  the  incest  0/  the  Vestal  Virgins,  U.  C.  639 
B.C.  115. 

Thin  year  is  momorHble  in  the  cDnteiU|ior&)-y  liittory  for 
the  discovery  of  the  crime  of  incest  among  the  virgins  of 
Vesta;  which  had  been  going  on  too,  onascale  of  ma^itlude 
never  before  cxamjiled,  undetected  aud  with  impunity  for 
some  time":  and  led  eventually  to  the  condcoination  of 
three  of  their  numhci'  at  least,  (i.  e.  half  the  entire  body  at 
once,)  .(Emilia,  Liciiiin,  Rtid  M«rcia;  each  of  them  related  to 
the  uohlcst  or  most  illuotrious  families  in  Rome. 

We  coUect  from  the  testimony  of  Obseqiiens  on  this  point*, 
(virtually  confirmed  by  that  of  Plutarch  oiid  Orosiusy,)  that 
this  discovery  must  have  been  made  later  in  the  year  than 
the  date  of  the  Ludi  Romani  at  least ;  i.  e.  Sopt4;raber  4 — 12 
Jioman  U.  C.  610  September  ft— 14  B.  C.  114.  We  learn  in 
like  manner  from  thetestimonycfMacrobius  the  very  time  at 
which  the  inquiry  into  it  was  actually  going  on.  and  when  each 
of  the  Hccuacd  virj^iud  was  put  upon  her  trial,  lie  is  treating 
of  the  date  of  the  Saturnalia,  and  of  the  number  of  days  for 
which  they  wcru  kept  in  former  times :  in  illustration  of 
both  whicii  points  be  tjuotes  various  authoritiea,  and  among 
others  Masurius,  [author  of  one  work  Dc  Fastis '  and  of 
another  entitled  Memurialiao,)  and  ienestella. 


*  htiy,  Isiii.  Dio,  Pngm.  xa  :  xea. 
Uroiius  V.  15, 

'  xciii. 

r  UucHiAii«s  Ktunuue.  iiiiiii.  Cf. 
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Masimos  et  alii  uno  die,  id  est  quartodecimo  Kalendas 
Januarias,  fuisae  Saturnalia  crcdiderunt :  quorum  sententiam 
Fenestella  confirmat,  diceua  .'Emiliam  virginem  quintodccimo 
Kalendarom  Januariarum  (Dec.  IC  Roman)  esse  damnatam ; 
quo  die  si  Saturnalia  gererentur  uec  caussam  omnino  dixis- 
set :  delude  adjicit ;  Sequebantur  earn  diem  Saturnalia :  mox 
ait;  Fostero  autem  die,  qui  fuit  tertius  deeimua  K.aleuda- 
Tum  Januariarum  (Dec.  18  Roman)  Liciniam  virginem  ut 
caussam  diceret  jusaam  b. 

It  appeal^  however  from  Asconius '  tliat  a  double  inquiry 
was  instituted  into  the  charge  brought  against  these  virgins ; 
the  first  before  L.  Mctellus  the  Fontifes  Maximus,  to  whose 
jurisdiction  the  inquiry  properly  belonged :  and  this  termi- 
nated in  the  condemnation  of  Emilia  and  in  the  absolution 
of  Licinia  aud  Marcia.  The  second  was  instituted  by  L. 
Cassius,  a  judge  of  noted  severity ;  appointed  extra  ordinem, 
at  the  motion  of  Sex.  Peduceus,  one  of  the  tribunes  of 
the  people,  who  found  fault  with  the  lenity  of  the  Fon- 
tifex  Maximus :  in  order  that  a  strict  examination  into  all 
the  facts  of  the  case  might  be  set  on  foot.  And  this  having 
been  done  accordingly,  it  ended  according  to  Asconius  in  the 
condemnation  not  only  of  those  other  two  virgins  but  also  of 
many  more.  The  first  inquiry  then  must  have  been  instituted 
later  than  the  ingress  of  the  tribunician  year,  Dec.  10  Roman 
U.C.  G40,  Dec.  10  Julian  B.C.  114.  The  dates  above  re- 
corded confirm  this  conclusion  :  that  of  the  condemnation  of 
Emilia  Dec.  IGRomau  and  Julian,  and  that  of  the  absolution 
of  Licinia  and  Marcia,  Dec.  18,  and  that  of  the  Saturnalia, 
Dec.  17,  between  the  two.  Neither  of  these  days  too  Dec. 
16  or  18  U.  C.  640  was  Nundinal. 

An  ^Edes  to  Venus  Verticordia  or  Turner  of  Hearts,  as  we 
learnt  from  Ovid  ^,  was  vowed  in  consequence  of  these  viola- 
tions of  the  obligation  of  chastity,  so  incumbent  on  the  virgins 
of  Vesta;  and  this  was  erected  accordingly,  and  dedicated  on 
the  Kalends  of  April :  more  probably  U.  C.  &t2  April  8  B.  C. 
112,  than  U.  C.  641  March  27  B.  C.  113  :  though  neither  of 
these  days  too  was  Nundinal.    We  learn  also  from  Plutarch" 

^  Saturnklu,  i.  10.149.    Cr  Cicero,       15.1. 
firuliu,  4.1,  16a.  *  Vol.  ii.  108.  No.  xiix. 

'  Id  Ontion.  Pro  Milonc,  p.  151,  *  QuKBtione«  RomanR,  Ixxxni. 
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that,  aa  atiotlicr  cnnscquonoc  of  these  recent  occurrencea,  and 
in  obedience  to  tlie  same  direction  of  the  Sibylluie  books 
vliich  Imd  prescribed  the  erection  of  the  Aides  in  questioDi 
the  peculiar  ceremoay  of  the  sacrifice  of  a  Gnccus  and  a 
Greeca,  a  Gallua  nnd  a  GiUla,  by  inhumation  or  butying 
alire,  was  repCHtod  Komc  time  on  the  same  occasion.  And  aa 
it  teems  that  this  ceremony  had  a  stated  day,  determined,  by 
the  iir»t  case  of  the  liind',  v  Kalendits  Deccmbroi,  Xov.  26 
IWmiiu,  ue  may  presume  that  such  was  its  date  in  the  present 
instauoe.  And  if  so,  Nov,  '2G  Roman  U.  C.  641  Nov.  16 
fi.  C.  113.     Neither  was  that  a  Nimdiual  day. 


CHAPTER   U. 


Sbotiom  I. — IirefffUar  Calendar,  Cycle  v.  1.  377  days. 


V,C.643  VaiT.  641  Cap.  639  Polyb.  B.C  113—113. 


M.  LJvitu  Oniioa 

1.1.  C>Ipurniu«j  l\eo  Cvsootnua. 


Kalcndic  Janunris  Dec.  ig  B.  C.  113.  Nundinal  Char.  3. 


i.  On  the  dale  0/ the  sieye.  of  Qxria,  and  of  the  death  o/Ather- 
bal  or  .\dhcrbnl,  in  the  Sumidian  Calendar,  B.  C.  112. 

This  year  precedes  the  first  of  the  Helium  Jugurthinum ; 
which  broke  out  the  next  yeai,  U.  0.  643  B.  C.  112—111. 
The  tveiits  of  this  year  however  are  calculated  to  illustrate 
not  only  the  Homiui  calendar  of  the  time,  but  also  the  Nu- 
midian ;  which  at  this  time  tras  absolutely  the  same  with  the 
Primitive.  For  this  reason  we  Bhall  begin  the  illustration  of 
•  VoLil.  lis.  No- ill. 
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the  present  cycle  with  consideriug  these  erents,  aud  their  chro- 
nological characters. 

It  appears  from  Sallust  e  that  the  battle  between  Athcrbal 
aud  Jugurtha  uuder  the  wails  of  Cirta.  followed  by  the  begiu- 
nmg  of  the  siege  laid  to  that  city  by  Ju^urtlin,  was  fought  at 
the  end  of  some  tuoar  month.  The  amitra  mot  the  evening 
before,  too  late  to  girc  battle  to  each  other  the  same  day  ; 
and  the  next  morning,  or  rather  jw8t  before  day-break  the 
same  night,  Obscuro  etiam  turn  lumineK,  Jugurtha  surprised 
the  encampment  of  Atlierbal :  and  this  success  was  foUowed 
immediately  by  the  siege  of  Cirta. 

This  siege  so  begun  had  been  going  on  Jitv  months  when 
Athcrbal  sent  word  to  Rome  of  the  »ituatioii  in  whicli  be  was 
placed  t*:  ItDi|ue  futrir/wn  jam  incnHcm  soeius  populi  Komani 
armis  obse-ssus  teneor';  and  the  lloman  legati,  whom  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  news  induced  tlic  senate  to  send  to  Africa,  are 
represented  to  have  used  such  despateh  that  they  put  to  aca 
only  three  days  after  the  arrival  of  his  letters'';  aud  soon 
after  lauded  at  Utica :  from  whence  they  sent  notice  of  their 
coming  and  of  the  commands  of  the  senate  to  Jugurtha  under 
the  walls  of  Cirta. 

The  nrrival  of  these  legates  however  produced  no  eH'ect  but 
that  of  a  visit  from  Jugurtha  himself;  who  affected  so  much 
deference  to  the  will  of  the  senate  as  to  come  In  Provinciam ' 
in  person  to  receive  ita  deputies.  But  the  siege  of  ("irtawas 
not  relaxed  all  that  time ;  and  no  sooner  had  the  deputies  de- 
parted home  again,  aud  Atherbal,  soon  afterj  liad  been  per- 
■Uiideil  to  give  up  himticlf  and  the  city  to  Jugurtha,  on  certain 
conditions,  tliau.  without  any  regard  to  the  engagement  just 
made^  he  immediately  put  him  to  death"*. 

There  arc  two  critenons  of  the  time  when,  after  this,  the 
news  of  this  fresh  outrngc  was  probably  received  at  Rome; 
one,  that  C  Mcmmius  was  already  trihunus  picbis  designa- 
tn«n  ;  )-  e.  the  tribnoician  comitia  of  the  year  by  tliiit  time 
were  over :  the  other,  th«t  the  consuls  had  yet  to  be  elected ; 

»e  Scmpronia  provinciffi  futuru  consuUbus  Numidin  atque 
[talis  decretie.     Aud  the  new  cousuls  were  actually  elected 


■  Bdl.  Ju^.  Kuv.  ■>  Ib«),  xxT. 

>  IbU.  nri.  k  itnd.  Kxtii. 

I  lUd.  sifiL  Cr.  Planu,  iiL  i .  f  7. 


">  Boll.  Juic.  >xviii.  Livy,  Ixlv. 
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after  this ;  Consulcs  dcclnnttl  P.  Seipio  Nasica  L.  BestiA 
Calpurniua  <> :  who  represent  U.  C.  645,  the  first  year  of  the 
Jupirtlimc  wnr,  B.  C.  111. 

Now,  if  we  mny  assame  that  the  comttift  of  both  kind* 
were  rcgulsr  this  year,  (to  which  no  objection  is  discoverable 
in  the  coutvwporary  nccouuts.)  the  tribuuiciaii  would  pro- 
bably be  held  iu  iSextilis,  between  August  <>  lutd  Sept.  4; 
and  the  consular  in  Naremher  Roman,  between  Nov.  3  and 
Dec.  2.  With  respect  then  to  the  intenal  between  these 
lost  comitia  nnd  the  reduction  of  Cirta  followed  by  the  dcfltb 
of  Atherbnl;  if  the  lettoni  uf  Athcrhnl  whieh  announced  the 
fact  of  his  being  beaicged  were  written  in  the  fijih  month  of 
the  siege,  they  would  be  received  at  Rome  in  the  sixth :  and 
this  second  piece  of  news,  from  the  scene  of  the  contest, 
would  probably  be  received  two  months  afterwards;  eight 
months  from  the  commencement  of  the  siege.  If  then  thi« 
last  piece  of  news  was  actually  received  iu  October.  B.  C.  1 12, 
the  s'le^e  mu»t  have  been  begun  in  February  or  March,  the 
same  year,  before. 

Now  the  primitive  Thoth,  JKra  Cyc.  3895  was  falling  Sept. 
25  at  midnight  B.C.  113:  and  therefore  the  primitive  Me- 
chcir  Feb.  22  at  midnight  8.0.112.  February  20  this  year, 
as  onr  General  Lunar  Calendar  shews,  was  the  dat«  uf  the 
new  moon  of  February :  and  no  f;ir  Fubruary  22  the  ttr&t  of 
the  primitive  or  Numidian  .Mecheir,  the  same  year,  the  luoa 
tertia  of  that  laoou,  would  be  altogether  suitable  to  the  day 
when,  [the  urraies  of  Atherbal  and  Jugurtha  having  come 
into  the  presence  of  each  other  the  night  before,)  the  camp 
of  Llie  former  wan  Hurpriscd  hy  Jugurtha  the  next  morning. 

Let  us  suppose  then  that  the  »icge  of  Cii-ti*  begun  on  or 
about  the  22d  uf  February,  B.  C.  113 ;  on  or  about  the  first 
of  the  Numidian  Mccheir.  T!ie  fifth  month  of  the  siege  on 
this  priuci)ile  uuuld  be  the  Numidian  Faliui,  June  22 — July 
23.  And  the  sixth  month  would  be  the  Numidiun  Epiphi^ 
July  22  to  August  21.  Atherbiil's  letters,  announcing  his 
situation,  we  may  Tery  well  suppose  might  be  received  at 
Borne  in  the  first  half  of  that  sixth  month  ;  between  July  20 
Mid  August  G.     Consequently  the  mii^iiion  of  Scaurua  and 
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his  ccillcagitcs,  wliicb  ensued  imiiitttliatcl)'  upou  it,  and  their 
return  houic,  after  the  tnmsnccion  of  their  business  in  Africa, 
might  hoth  bo  over  before  the  autumnal  cquiuoz  September 
26,  and  the  first  of  the  Numidian  Tlioth  September  25.  By 
the  same  time  too  it  is  probable  that  Cirta  auil  Atherhnl  had 
both  faUen  into  the  power  of  Jugurtha ;  in  which  cn»e  the 
ut-wa  of  the  death  of  Atherbal  would  he  received  at  Konic 
•ome  time  in  the  course  of  the  Numidiuu  Thoth,  Sept.  iI5 
and  October  !^5 ;  uhen  tlic  cumitia  Iribimiciii  ul'  thu  year  in 
all  probability  were  over,  and  the  consular,  though  not  yet 
actually  held,  were  close  at  hand  *. 

This  conclusion  is  confirmed  to  a  certain  extent  by  what 
Salluat  next  relates ;  viz.  that  Jugurtha  hini»c1f,  having  heard 
fif  the  resolution  to  go  to  war  tvith  him  which  had  been  come 
to  at  llonic,  and  of  the  a«!<ignRtion  of  Numidia  to  one  of  the 
consuls  as  his  province  for  the  year,  aent  au  embaasy  to 

*  Ynm  various  other  pa&aages  of  Salluat  indeed  it  appears  tlial  \.\wn 
had  been  etntMUHtea  to  and  from  Uome  and  Afrira  r«!>]»clivvl}',  btfure  Lh« 
{Niiat  of  time  at  which  our  reriew  of  the  chronolugy  nf  the  y^nr  brgan ; 
rii.  ibc  month  of  Ffbniary  B.  C.  iia. 

Atherhttl  had  sent  l«gati  %o  Rome  befor«  he  was  vurpri«ed  at  Cirta ' : 
and  an  ctnliasHy  lioth  fnini  him  and  from  Jui?urlha  was  at  Rotni;  some 
time  even  before  ih&t^:  and  Roman  deputies  had  been  appointed  on 
Uial  occasion  to  mediate  brtwern  them,  Alhrrliarn  cmbnitFy'  prior  to 
the  degfl  was  sent  to  voinplaiu  of  Ju^uriha'tt  iufntLliuu  uf  the  cuudiliuiui 
preirribed  hy  thc(<c  dcpatiee :  and  one  motive,  whidi  made  Jiigurtha  the 
more  anxioiu  to  pma  the  »iege  uf  Cirta,  wait  to  anlicipaie,  if  |toaHible,  the 
return  of  this  onbas*)-  from  Kvme '. 

'lite  nenate  sent  thrre  fresh  deptitieR  in  'fonBetjuence  of  this  complaint '. 
And  thene  bad  bflird  of  Ibe  [iattl«  under  the  waUn  uf  (JirU,  before  they  neX 
out  from  Rome ;  but  unly,  as  SoUuJd  observes,  in  the  shape  of  a  faiot 
repan :  Sed  is  rumor  clemcnn  crnt^.  We  hare  eu]ipo!ied  the  battle  to  have 
tKea  fought  on  Feb.  n  ;  and  Uieuc  dejmliea  luj^ht  be  arttinK  out  at  the 
end  of  March  or  the  beginning  of  April.  They  returned  miboiil  aeeinft 
Atherba] ;  though  ihtj  delivered  tbdr  meiuafCE  la  .liij^urtha;  and  were 
pDt  off*  by  him  with  a  promise  tbal  be  would  send  an  embassy  to  Rami' 
and  BXplaia  hie  conduct.  Ab  aoon  as  thoj-  were  gone  be  renewed  the  eicge 
more  vigorously  than  ever:  and  this  it  waa  which  occasioned  the  letwn 
of  Atberbal'.in  which  be  complained  Se  quinctum  jam  mmscm  obseasum 
meri. 
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BomeP.  M'licu  these  ambassadors  arrlvcMl  BcsUa  was  alrcndy 
in  ofliccv.  They  did  not  Uicrcforo  arrive  Ijofore  Ihu  KiUcads 
of  January  U.C.  613  Dec.  31  H.C.  112;  aiid  they  were  or- 
dered to  leoTe  Italy  in  ten  days'  time — their  departure  bcin^ 
•pecdilr  foUon-ed  by  that  of  the  consul  also  to  Africa :  which 
makes  it  morally  certain  that  thoy  must  have  been  scut  in 
the  spring  of  B.C.  Ill;  and  probably  in  ^Inrch  or  April. 
It  is  clear  then  that  Jugurtha  cuuld  not  have  heard  of  the 
war's  being  decreed  agititist  him  iu  tituo  to  send  au  t-mbassy 
until  after  the  winter  of  I).  C  112;  and  that  would  be  es' 
plained,  if  tlic  receipt  of  the  acn-s  of  his  last  outrage  at  Cirta, 
the  election  of  consuls  after  it,  the  assignation  of  provinces, 
and  the  other  preHniinary  procec4lin|rs.  all  took  jdaco  at 
Rome  at  the  end  of  October,  or  the  be^nning  of  Xovember. 
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i.  Chronology  of  the  third  year  of  the  BcUum  Jugtirthinnm. 

We  pass  over  the  first  year  of  the  wari,  B.  C.  111.  The 
consuls  of  the  second  year,  U.C.  Sii  B.C.  111—110,  Sp. 
(Postumius)  Albinus  Q.  (M.)  Minucius  Rufus  are  mentioned 
in  their  proper  order  of  time;  and  Jugurtha  himself  was  at 
Home  at  the  iugrcM  of  theixyear',  Dec- 21  B.C.  Ill ;  having 
been  brought  thither  by  the  prsetur  L.  Cassius";  who  bad 
been  deputed  to  Africa  oti  purpose  hy  a  uiution  of  tlic  tri- 
bune C.  Meoimius  t,  between  the  rctuni  of  the  consul  Bcstia 
to  the  cuniitia*'  and  tlic  end  of  the  official  year.  And  this 
WHS  poijsible;  if  the  consul  returned  against  the  Roman  Oc- 
tober, September  23,  and  the  year  did  not  expire  until  De- 
cember 20.    Jugurtha's  return  to  Africa  on  this  occasion, 

r  Bell.  .lug.  xnx.     Cr.  fOonu,  ilL  ill  1.  S  8.    Oroiiai,  v.  1;.    Katrapiiu, 

I.  %  7.  i».  II. 

<)  Sallnal,  Ml.  Jag.  *3X.  xxxi.  isxti  ■  Itcll.  Jujt.  xxnii.  xxniii. 

_ >xsr!il,  <  Ihiil.  sx<ui— ]ix]i«l. 

'  Ibid,  sxxii.    Livy,  Vdf.    Floriu,         ■>  Ibid.  xutl.  xuU. 
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like  tiiat  of  bis  ambaundora  on  the  former  ono,  wa«  followed 
my  the  departure  of  the  consul  Albinus*  to  his  proviuce> 
pJuoiidift :  so  that  neither,  we  may  presume,  wbb  earlier  than 
nht  (Spring  quarter,  U.  C.  110.  The  consul's  departure  at 
leut  must  have  been  late  in  the  spring;  for  the  comitia  of 
jilie  jrear  were  aJmost  at  hand  ■  even  vhen  he  was  onlj  setting 
kkut. 

f  It  appean  howe\-er  that  the  comitin  of  everr  kind  in  thia 
present  year  were  thrown  out  of  their  usual  course  by  the 
disputes  which  arose,  probably  soon  after  this  departure  of 
the  conMtU,  among  the  Tribuni  picbis;  two  of  whom,  P.  Lw- 
culluH  iind  L-  Anuius,  were  intriguing  to  continue  themselves 
in  oftice  for  another  yearT :  which  the  rest  of  the  body  woiUd 
not  permit.  Quae  ditmcusio,  obscn'ss  Salluiit,  totiua  aimi 
oomitia  impediebnt.  It  vas  consequently  late  in  the  year 
when  Albinus  returned  to  preside  at  the  consular  election; 
and  his  army  had  been  previously  disposed  of  in  winter 
quarters,  under  his  brother,  A.  Poscumius,  one  of  his  legates 
in  Africa. 

The  prolonged  absence  of  the  consul,  produced  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  these  dissensions  at  home,  encouraged  this  legate, 
Aulus  Postumius,  to  attempt  a  decisive  stroke,  in  the  hope 
both  of  terminating  the  war  and  of  gratifying  his  o»u  cupi- 
dity, by  the  surprise  of  the  stronghold  of  Suthul,  where 
Jugurtha's  treasures  were  known  to  have  been  laid  up.  And 
tliis  attempt,  as  it  clearly  appears  from  the  testimony  of  Sal- 
Inet,  Tsa  made  in  the  Roman  January.  Militcs  menae 
Jannario  ex  hiherniN  in  expeilitioiiem  evocat:  and  in  tho 
depth  of  winter  also  :  Afngnisque  itinerihuB  Airwic  asjtera  pcr- 
Tcnit  ad  oppidnm  Suthul,  ubi  regis  thesauri  crantr.  And 
ihc  failure  of  the  entcrprize  at  last  is  attributed  as  much  to 
the  inclcmenc)'  of  the  season,  and  to  the  additional  impetli- 
mentft  thereby  occasioned,  as  to  the  natursl  strength  of  the 
place,  or  to  the  incompetency  of  tlie  Roman  general :  Quod 
qimmqoam  et  mevitia  temporis  ct  obpurtuuitate  loci  ncquo 
fapi  neqne  obsideri  poterat,  (nam  cireum  murum  situm  in. 
)inenipti  montis  extremo  plunicies  limosa  hicmallbus  aquia 
paludcm  fccerat,)  tamcn  aut  simnlatidi  gratia  (|uo  rcgi  furmi- 
dtncm  adderct,  aut  cupidine  cspcua  ob  thesauros  oppidi  poti- 
-  Bell.  Ju('  xixiK.  X).  «  JMiL  il.  xli.  '  Xbu.  >a. 

KAL.  ITAI..    VOL.  lU.  a 


242       On  (fur  Vcripration  of  the  Roman  Calendar,     dies.  xtt. 

niidi,  rinena  agcrc  iiggcrcm  jacere  aliaque  qtin?  iocepto  aaoi 
forent  propcrnrc'. 

Wc  Imvc  then  in  this  account  a  plain  intimation  that  tho 
Roman  January  this  year  was  coinciding  cither  wholly  or  ia 
part  with  the  depth  of  winter ;  and  our  calendar  will  ahew 
that  such  wa»  actually  the  case.  The  Kaltnds  of  January 
U.C.  645  fell  on  December  11  B.C.  110;  and  the  Kalcnda 
of  February  on  Jan.  9  B.C.  X09.  The  latter  half  uf  the 
mouth  consequently  must  have  coiudilt-d  with  the  depth  of 
winter:  and  to  judge  from  the  sequel  of  the  account  of  tho 
expedition  it  must  have  beca  undertaken  iu  the  httter  butf  of 
the  month  in  question. 

'Htcre  was  certainly  some  interval  of  time  between  the 
nrrivnl  of  Anlua  before  Suthul  and  the  surprise  of  his  camp 
by  Jugurtha" ;  previously  to  which  surprise  too  he  had  con- 
trived to  draw  him  off  from  Suthul  as  if  in  pursuit  of  himself. 
But  it  appears  that  this  surprise  was  effected  at  lai^t  intfia- 
pe»tu  tioctv'^,  which  ue&us  at  midnight  or  after  it;  and  when 
the  rest  of  the  night  was  dark  all  throngh  :  Cesium  nocte  atquo 
Dubibus  obscuratum".  Now  tbcre  was  a  full  moon  January 
3  3,C.  109;  and  a  new  moon  January  18:  and  this  irooa 
would  be  sei'cn  or  eight  days  old,  and  setting  about  mtdnigfa^ 
on  January  25.  T!ie  time  ]jur|>08ely  chosen  hy  Jugurtha  for 
his  attack  on  the  Roman  camp  appears  to  have  been  t/iii, 
when  there  was  moonlight  until  midnight  and  darkness  for 
the  remainder  of  the  night. 

The  site  of  Suthul  indeed  is  not  known  :  nor  is  the  quarter 
specified  from  which  the  Roman  commander  began  his  march 
upon  it.  It  must  howe%'er  have  been  somewhere  within  tit* 
limits  of  the  Pro>-iucin.  Now  one  of  the  conditions  imposed 
on  him  by  Jugurtha  was  t/th,  IJli  diebus  doeem  Numidia 
decederet**;  and  this  was  done  accordingly:  for  even  after 
the  return  of  the  consul  Alhiuus  we  find  it  observed,  Nam 
omuis  excrcitus  uti  cunvenerat  Numidia  deduetus  iu  Pro- 
viuda  hicmubat^  Wo  may  infer  then  that  Suthul  could  not 
have  been  less  than  ten  days'  march  from  the  Komuu  head 
quarters  in  the  Prorincin.     Consequently  it  must  have  rc- 


•  r*p.  xli.  tf.  Uty,  hiv.  Flr-riii. 
iU.  189.  Orotim,  *.  15:  calls  tliii 
jiIbcic,  «bich  A.  Ppituoiis*  Uiu)  «u<l«*> 


Tututol   Iu   •iu|ifiaa.    iKjt    SuUraJ,  bat 
■  Cap.  iiUi.        >>  ulii.        «  aUil 
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qnired  ten  days  at  least  to  march  to  Suthul,  and  ten  days  at 
least  to  march  back  again :  and  v/e  may  allow  fifteen  days 
more  for  the  proceedings  between  the  arrival  at  Suthul  and 
tliis  convention  made  with  Jugurtha.  On  this  principle  A. 
Albinna  most  have  come  before  Suthul  about  Jan.  10 ;  and 
consequently  have  set  out  to  march  thither  not  later  than 
Dec.  30  or  31 :  which  would  be  on  the  20tb  or  2 1st  of  the 
Boman  January^  and  strictly  iu  the  severest  part  of  the 
winter.  Even  after  the  news  of  his  disgrace  and  of  the  terms 
widdi  he  had  been  compelled  to  accept  from  Jugurtha  had 
been  received  at  Rome,  and  even  after  the  return  of  the  con- 
sul to  resume  the  command,  produced  by  this  intelligence ; 
the  army  is  supposed  to  be  still  wintering  in  the  Provincial : 
and  yet  it  is  not  probable  that  the  consul  could  have  been 
able  to  return  before  March  or  April. 

We  may  therefore  consider  our  calendar,  from  6.  C.  112— 
109,  to  have  been  suflBciently  verified  by  the  testimony  of 
Sailust  De  Bello  Jugurthino.  It  would  be  in  our  power  to 
illustrate  it  by  means  of  the  same  testimony  for  another 
year,  B.  C.  108,  the  fourth  year  of  the  war :  but,  as  this  year 
in  particular  is  as  much  calculated  to  confirm  the  Numidian 
calendar  for  the  time  being  as  our  Roman  calendar,  we  pur- 
posely reserve  it  for  a  future  opportunity. 

Section  III. — On  the  administration  of  the  Calendar  from 
U.  a  642  to  U.  C.  653  B.  C.  112  to  101  in  general. 

The  second  and  third  years  of  this  fifth  cycle,  B.C.  Ill 
and  B.C.  110,  are  both  years  of  355  days.  The  former  would 
be  so  secundum  ordinem ;  as  following  on  an  intercalary  year, 
B.  C.  112.  The  latter  might  be  purposely  made  common 
because  of  the  factious  proceedings  of  the  tribunes  of  the 
people,  then  going  on ;  which  were  no  doubt  as  obnoxious  to 
the  pontifical  college  as  to  the  rest  of  the  aristocratical  party 
at  Rome. 

,  For  the  same  reason,  the  next  year  U.  0.  645,  the  consular 
year  of  Q.  Csedlius  Metellua,  sumamed  Numidicus  for  his 
conduct  in  the  war  with  Jugurtha,  and  appointed  this  year 
to  the  command  iu  Numidia,  was  very  likely  to  be  made  in- 
tercalary in  order  to  lengthen  the  term  of  his  year  of  office ; 

<  zliii. 
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oitlier  out  of  pcrsoiinl  tiivour  to  himself  as  he  vraa  ueturly 
relnted  to  the  Pontifcx  Maxinius,  or  simply  becaufiC  of  the 
obstruction  of  the  elections  at  the  usuul  time  the  year  before, 
H&d  the  consequeut  retardation  of  the  oSleiRl  ingress.  For  it 
doca  not  appear  that  those  impediments  to  it  were  orer  even 
in  the  month  of  Jnnimrr  Roman  U.C.  615.  Albinus  i« 
termed  consul  by  >S&iIust^  after  hia  return  to  Africa,  though 
so  much  later  thau  the  expedition  to  Suthul:  and  even  the 
Actual  cuuhuIb  of  U.  C.  645  B.C.  109,  MvteUus  and  Silaiiu», 
fire  spoken  of  us  Btill  only  dtaignati  when  the  recent  disgrace 
of  the  Homaii  arms  und  the  iguominious  treaty  concluded 
with  Jugurtha  were  non  both  knowa  of  at  Rome<:.  It  is 
probable  that  it  was  the  news  of  this  unexpected  reverse^  and 
the  alarm  occnsioucd  thereby,  which  ciiuacd  the  prcextstiug 
ditiputfn  to  be  Hii.Hpviidcil,  in  order  that  the  magistnites  of  the 
year  might  be  at  last  elected.  In  any  case,  there  is  everj 
reason  \x>  conclude  that  the  yc»r  of  Metellus  aud  Silanus 
could  not  have  entered  ou  the  Kalends  of  January  U.  C.  646. 
At  what  distance  from  that  day  it  actually  eutercd  we  cannot 
lUidertakL'  to  say.  A  Merkedonius  however,  L'.C.  C4r>,  even 
extra  ordiuem,  to  add  to  the  oSicial  duration  of  a  year  which 
-  had  already  been  so  much  curtailed  at  the  begiuniug,  would 
have  betiri  nothing  remarkable.  To  favour  Metellus  indeed 
not  only  his  cuiisuliir  year  \J.C.  Glj  H.  C.  109  but  his  pro- 
consular also  U.C.  6*S  B.C.  108  might  purposely  be  reu- 
dered  intercalary.  Besides  which  the  Kalends  of  January 
U.C.  645  having  fallen  back  to  Dec.  11  B.  T.  UO.  it  was 
time  to  raise  them  again ;  and  that  could  be  done  only  by 
two  intercalations  B.  C.  109  and  108 :  the  effect  of  which,  lu 
oor  Tabled  shew,  was  to  briug  them  up  to  Jan.  5  B.C.  107, 
the  date  of  the  Kalends  of  January  U.C-  647;  only  three 
days  higher  than  their  date  U.  C.  625  Jan.  2  B.  C.  129. 

If  after  this  we  have  three  common  years  in  suoccssioa, 
U.  C.  (U7,  04«,  649,  B.  C.  107~10Q,  it  should  he  ooaaidorcd 
that  the  first,  U.  C.  6-i7,  was  the  first  consular  year  of  Ma- 
hus,  a  iiovua  homo,  personally  obnoxious  to  the  whole  order 
of  t)io  Opiitnales  or  nubility,  and  espccdally  to  the  family  of 
the  Metelli ;  as  he  was  at  this  very  time  attempting  to  super- 
sede McteUtu  in  the  command  in  Africa,  and  waa  coming 
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into  notice  and  favour  with  the  people  of  Rome  only  by 
decrying  and  disparaging  him.  Tliis  year  notwithstanding 
might  very  well  be  common  secundum  ordinem. 

We  snspect  however  that  TJ.  C.  647  B.  C.  107  was  the  year 
in  which  the  Fontifex  Maximus  L.  Metellus  most  probably 
died ;  and  that  after  this  year  the  administration  of  the  ca- 
lendar passed  into  other  hands.  Q.  Servilias  Csepio^  must 
have  come  between  Metellus  and  Domitius  Ahenobarbus  f. 
l%e  administration  of  Ceepio  must  have  been  short,  and  to 
himself  full  of  misfortune ;  if  it  be  true,  as  we  iind  it  on 
record  concerning  him  in  Valerius  Maximus  ^,  that  he  died 
in  prison  B.  C.  95  or  94^  and  did  not  meet  even  with  the 
rites  of  burial.  But  on  this  point  Valerius  is  contradicted 
fay  other  testimony ;  which  seems  to  leave  no  doufat  that 
he  was  mistaken.  It  is  no  wonder  however  in  any  case 
that  under  the  snperintendance  of  this  Pontiff  the  rule  of 
the  calendar,  as  before  regularly  observed,  should  be  seen 
to  have  iiillen  into  abeyance. 

The  years  which  follow,  U.  C.  650  to  653  B.  C.  104-101, 
are  all  intercalary.  Nor  could  any  of  those  intercalations  at 
this  period  of  the  administration  be  dispensed  with.  Yet 
they  might  all  be  explained  by  the  fact  of  their  coinciding 
with  the  four  successive  consular  years  of  Marius  next  after 
his  first;  of  the  alarm  and  apprehension  excited  at  this  period 
in  general  by  the  inroad  of  the  Cimbri  and  Tcutones ;  and  of 
the  necessity  under  which  the  republic  was  placed  at  such  a 
crisis  of  availing  itself  of  the  services  of  a  man  like  Marius 
to  command  its  armies  against  these  invaders.  These  consi- 
deratioua  are  sufficient  to  explain  why  four  years,  at  this 
juncture  of  time,  were  purposely  made  as  long  as  was  possi- 
ble ;  even  though  two  of  them,  U.  C.  652  and  653,  B.  C.  102 
and  101,  cfiincided  also  with  the  beginning  and  the  continu- 
ance of  the  proceedings  of  the  {actions  Tribune  and  dema- 
gogue L.  ApuleiuB. 

The  second  24  years  of  the  irregular  calendar,  dated 
from  U.  0.  601  B.  0.  153  would  expire  U.  C.  649  B.  C. 
106 ;  and  at  that  time  the  Kalends  of  January  had  fallen 
back  to  December  16,  twelve  days  lower  than  Decem- 
ber 28   B.  C.  154,  their  date  U.  C.   601,   and   seventeen 

*  Snpn,  p.  31. 
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days  lovor  tliau  January  2  I).  C.  129^  tbcir  date  U.  G.  625. 
The  intercalntioiiB  in  question  contributed  to  rectify  tbb 
anomaly,  by  raising  them  to  .lanuary  12  B.  C.  101,  U.C.653; 
nearly  the  same  as  tbcir  date  l^  C.  620  Jatmary  7  B.  C.  12.'% 
24  years  before. 

If  after  thia  year  of  the  city  (653)  B.  C.  101  traces  of 
irregularity  in  tho  administration  of  the  calendar,  mucb 
greater  than  ever  before  since  U.  C.  601  B.C.  l&S,  begin  to 
be  perceptible;  it  must  be  attributed  to  the  increasing 
trouljloiiHuetM  of  the  tiuits,  to  the  contents  of  parties,  to  the 
agitation  and  turbulence  of  strife  and  faction,  which  from 
thence  fonvard  began  to  prevail  at  Rome,  and  to  throw  every 
thing  into  confusion,  liul  whatsoever  might  hare  been  the 
cause  of  any  inconsistency,  any  anomaly,  of  this  kind ;  we 
are  concenietl  ourselves  only  with  the/act  thereof.  We  must 
not  collect  onr  ideas  of  the  actual  administration  of  the  calen- 
dar, cither  at  these  points  of  time  or  at  any  before  them,  from 
prcconceiTcd  opinions  of  our  own,  or  from  any  expectation* 
a  priori ;  but  solely  from  tcRtimony,  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  and  from  the  matter  of  fact.  It  is  enough  for  our  pur> 
pose  if  testimony  is  at  hand,  as  often  as  ivc  have  oocasioD  for 
it,  to  coafinu  our  arraiigemeuts,  by  shewing  their  agreement 
with  the  matter  of  fact;  whether  the  reasons  of  the  fact 
itself  can  always  be  discovered  or  not. 

Sbction  IV. — i.  Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle v.9.  355  dajfs. 

U.  C.  649  Vur.  64S  Cap.  646  Polyb.  B.  C.  loA-to^. 

P,  Rutiliiii  Rufus 
Cd.  MalliiH  Mudmns. 


Ksletidic  Januaiiir  December  16  B.C.  106.     Nuodinil  Quu'.  3. 

ii.   Irreffular  Catmdar.  Cyclev.  1Z.S7S  thyt. 

U.  C. 653  Vbtt.  653  Cap.  650  Polj^.  B.C.  loi. 

C.  Mariui  v  ^'r^ 

M'.  Aquilliim. 

Kalendv  Juiiurue  Januiry  13  B.  C.  lot.  Munilituil  Ch»r.  3. 
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Date  of  the  defeat  of  Csepio  hy  the  Cimbri  U.  C.  649;  and 
of  the  victory  of  Mariua  over  the  Cimbri  U.  0.  653. 

Each  of  these  years  supplies  a  remarkable  proof  of  tlie 
truth  of  oar  Roman  calendar  for  the  time  being ;  and  not 
the  less  so  because  the  same  proof  authenticates  a  totally 
distinct  calendar  also,  (of  which  we  may  possibly  give  a  more 
particular  account  hereafter,)  the  Cimbric,  Teutonic,  or  AUe- 
mannic 

The  Roman  date  of  the  defeat  of  Csepio  by  the  Cimbri 
and  Tentones  was  Pridie  Nonas  Octobres,  U.  C.  6498;  Sep- 
tember 12  B.  C.  105.  The  Roman  date  of  the  last  and 
decisive  victory  of  Marius  over  these  same  invaders  was 
iiiKalendasSextilesU.  C.  653b;  August  28  B.  C  101.  It  is 
in  our  power  to  shew  that  each  of  these  dates  coincided  with 
the  full  moon ;  the  former  with  the  full  moon  of  September 
B.  C.  105,  the  latter  with  that  of  August  B.  C.  101.  In  the 
second  of  these  instances  too  the  day  of  the  battle,  (the  day 
of  the  full  moon  in  question,)  was  purposely  fixed  upon  by 
tfaeae  invaders  from  the  north  themselves ;  and,  knowing  the 
regard  which  those  nations  in  general  paid  to  the  full  of  the 
moon,  we  consider  that  coincidence  alone  competent  to  au- 
thenticate the  Roman  calendar  at  the  same  point  of  time. 
But  it  may  also  he  shewn  that  both  September  12  B.C.  105 
and  August  28  B.  C.  101  exhibited  the  remarkable  phenome- 
non of  falling  on  the  same  day  in  the  AUemannic,  Cimbric, 
or  Teutonic  calendar  of  the  epoch  of  October  26  B.  C.  240 » ; 
viz.  the  sixth  of  the  month :  the  former  on  the  6tb  of  the 
xiith  month  B.  C.  105,  the  latter  on  the  6th  of  the  xiith 
month  B.  C.  101.  We  have  only  to  suppose  that  these 
nations  agreed  with  the  Gauls  in  the  traditionary  respect 
which  they  paid  to  the  luna  sexta,  and  in  the  superior  power 
and  virtue  which  they  attributed  to  that  lunar  date  above 
any  other;  and  we  should  account  for  this  coincidence  too. 
It  is  no  difficulty  that  the  same  day  in  their  calendar  at  this 

*  Plutarch,   Lacnilus,  zxrii.     Apo-  Oroaius,  v.  16  :  17.    Livy,  tzvUi.     Pln- 

t^th^nuta,  LncnUiu,  U  Camillas,  zU.  Urch,  Mariiu,  xxii.  xiviii. 

Flonu,  ili.  3  (  4.    On>Ntu,v.  16.  >    Cf.  onr  Puti  Cotholid,  i.  575. 

^    Plntarch,  Muiiu,  xxri.      Folr-  Dim.  vii.  ch.  iii.  sect.  v. 
■noa,  Stnteg.  Tiii.  10.      Mariiu,  3. 
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point  of  time  wns  both  the  hina  sexto  of  the  calendar  aittl 
the  ilajr  of  thu  full  moon  also.  For  their  calendnr  was  Octse- 
tcric ;  and  oonsequontly  liable  at  stnted  times  to  such  an 
anomalj. 


Section  V. — Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  t.  13.  3D6  dairs. 


U.  C.  634  \'m.  653  Cup.  651  Polyb.  B.  C.  too. 

C.  Maritu  vi 

L.  Valertue  FUceiw. 


'KalendfP  Janannte  January  34  B.  C  100.  Nundinal  Cbv.  9. 


i.  On  the  dates  of  the  Tribuneshipt  of  la.  Apuleius  SatunuDus. 

This  yeiir,  U.  C.  05*  B.  C.  ]  00,  the  sixtb  consulate  of  >ta- 
rias  is  also  the  date  of  the  death  of  the  scdltioua  Tribune 
L.  Apuleius  Saturuinus^.  It  is  calculated  to  illustrate  our 
caleiidnr  in  a  remarkable  nianucr.  Dut  ire  must  b^n  witb 
settling  tlie  Dumber  ami  urder  aud  dates  of  the  sucocsuve 
Tribuneships  of  this  ApuIcins. 

The  factious  proceeding!)  of  this  demagogue  began  iu  tlie 
year  of  the  fourth  consulship  of  Marius,  U.C.  052  B.C.10'2; 
in  which  bo  appenra  in  oflice  ns  Tribiinua  plebts  for  the  first 
time'.  He  would  enter  on  that  tribuneship  Dec.  10  Roman 
U.C.  651  Dec.  11  Jnlian  B.C.  103. 

He  was  continued  in  office  for  the  second  year,  TJ.  0.  668 
B.C.  10],  in  which  Marius  also  n-as  consul  v;  and  it  must 
have  been  at  the  comitia  preliminar}'  to  his  election  for  the 
Bccoud  time  that  in  conjunction  with  Gt&ucias  the  pnctor  he 
compassed  the  death  of  Nonius  one  of  his  competitors  ■".  He 
would  enter  on  office  for  this  second  year  Dec.  10  Roman 
U.  C.  652  Dec.  23  B.  C.  102.  And  iti  the  course  of  tins 
second  year  he  must  have  produced  the  impostor,  whom  he 
suborned  to  personate  the  character  of  the  son  of  Tiberius 


^  Cicero,  xriii.  Pn>  Rsliirin,  7,  10 — 
li.jri  six.  In  C^tilinain,  1 :  1,4: 
iH.6,  It.  Ut^  Uii.  Vdlriu  Pkt. 
iL  1 1.  Vftli-riui  &(iu.  tji.  U.  18  t>e  For^ 
litadjaa  i  vili  i.  t  .1  Dv  Ju4iala  Pub. 
Dimaui:  \i.  1  Qui  quie  in  aliu,  Ke. 
nnnrdi.  &fwtiu,  sir :  xaui  i^  xxvilL 
Dia.  xaxvti.  lA:  10.  44iMlo<niai,  Jubtu 
C«a.  Kii,  I  OrtMnM,  «.  1 7.     Auctoi  D« 


Vbii,  L.  Apolnua  Satwainat. 

■  PluUmh,  Mariu.  zW.  Dimlnru, 
Fntg.  xxxtL 

"  Videnn*  Mu.  u.  ru.  j  Ur  Scdi . 
liooibaa-  A|i|)bo,  B.C.  1. s8.  Livj, 
Uix.  Flomi.  iii.  16.  (  1.  PlHttfdt. 
MaHus,  x\i%.  Juaaua  De  Viria  :  I^.  Apn. 
I«i«w.   Oroiiin,  ▼.  i;,^ 


cH.a.1.5-    Irregular  Calendar.   Cyc/* v.  B.  C.  113— 89.    249 

Gracchas  <>,  under  the  name  of  Caius  Gracchus ;  whom  the 
Anctor  De  Viris"  styles  Quinctius ;  though  his  real  name  was 
Lncdus  Eqoitias,  aud  his  real  father  was  a  freedman  of  Fir- 
mum  in  Picenam.  For  we  are  told  by  Valerius  MaximusP 
that  he  was  thrown  into  prison  by  Marias  in  his  sixth  con- 
anlate^;  no  doubt  because  of  his  assumption  of  the  character 
in  qoestion:  (and  if  so,  first  in  this  year:)  and  that  the 
people  released  him  by  force,  and  carried  him  out  of  prison 
in  triumph  on  their  own  shoulders. 

He  was  continued  in  office  a  third  year,  in  the  sixth  con- 
sulate of  Marius,  U.  C.  654  B.  C.  100 :  and  he  would  enter 
that  year  on  Dec.  10  Roman  U.  0.  653,  January  4  Juliau 
B.  C.  100.  Cicero  calls  him  Iterum  tribunum  at  this  time  r ; 
and  it  might  truly  be  said  that  he  had  just  been  continued 
for  the  second  time  in  an  illegal  and  uuconstitutioual  usurpa- 
tion of  the  office :  in  which  sense  probably  the  observation 
was  intended  by  Cicero.  Appian  too  represents  his  third 
year  as  if  it  was  only  his  second ;  but  his  first  year  in  Ap- 
pian was  really  his  second ;  and  this  second  year  was  really 
his  third.  In  this  year  also,  iu  conjunction  with  Marius, 
he  carried  into  effect  the  design  upon  Metellus ;  which  com- 
pelled him  to  retire  for  a  time  into  voluntary  exile  K 

The  third  tribunician  year  of  Apuleius,  mentioned  by  Ap- 
pian after  this  ^,  must  in  reality  have  been  his  fourth.  But 
as  he  speaks  of  it  as  later  than  the  banishment  of  Metellus, 
he  must  be  understood  to  mean  only  his  reelection  against 
this  third  or  this  fourth  year ;  between  the  time  of  that 
banishment  and  the  end  of  the  year.  We  hope  to  make  it 
appear,  when  treating  of  a  future  calendar,  that  the  voluntary 
secession  of  Metellus  must  have  come  in  the  latter  half  of 
B.  C.  100.  The  tribunicwn  comitia  would  be  in  course  soon 
after  it.  But  Apuleius,  though  then  elected  to  the  office  a 
faurth  time,  might  still  be  de  facto  only  Tribunus  plebis  ter- 
tium  almost  up  to  the  day  uf  his  death ;  as  both  Florus  "  and 
the  Auctor  DeViris  represent  him  to  have  been  :  for  he  was 

■  Flonii,  iii  i6.  5  i.  '  B.  C.  i.  38:  31:  32. 

'  Q.  Cxdliiu  Metelliu  NumidicuB.  ■  B.  C  i.  19—.^).    Uyr,  bdx.    Rii- 

r  ix.  rii.  I  De  Seditionibiu.     Cf.  iii.  tarcb,  Msrius,  xxviii.  sxix.  Floras,  iii. 

ii.  18  Db  Fortitudine:    iii.  viii.  6  De  16.  {  1,3-  Auctor  De  ViriB,  Q.CKCiliiu 

ContUatik  :  ix.  xt.  i  De  Mentitin.  MeteUna  Numidicus. 

*  Appian,  B.  C.  L  ja.  "  B.  C.  L  31. 

'  Oimtio  xxxii,  Pro  P.  Scxtio,  16,37.  "■  Flonia,  iii.  16.  S3. 
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killed  at  last  nt  the  very  end  or  at  the  very  bemusing  of  the 
trihuniciaii  year.  It  confirms  this  that  even  ailer  his  re- 
election the  coniitia  consularia  were  still  to  come  ^.  And  on 
the  very  day  ol*  those  comiiia,  in  conjuiiction  with  one  of  the 
candidate!)  for  the  consulship,  the  praetor  Glaudas,  he  com* 
uiittcd  the  outrage  on  Metnmiua  hia  competitor,  which  the 
next  day  led  to  the  death  of  both  of  them,  aad  to  that  of 
many  others,  asaociatod  in  the  same  violeot  proceedings. 

iL  On  the  (la^  of  the  death  of  Apuleita. 

It  has  been  nccessai-y  to  fix  the  chronology  of  those  diffur- 
ent  tribiioeships  of  Apuleins  as  accurately  as  possible,  because 
it  appears  from  Appiaur,  as  we  have  just  observed,  that  the 
violence  on  the  person  of  Mcroiiiius  having  been  perpetrated  in 
the  forum  or  in  the  comitiiim,  while  the  consular  coniitia  were 
going  forward,  on  ow  day,  the  people  of  Home  rows  on  Apo- 
leiuB  and  hia  associates  the  next  day ;  and  compelled  them  to 
take  refuge  iu  the  Capitol :  mid  we  learn  from  our  other  ao- 
thorities,  especially  from  Cicero,  that  the  usual  senatus  dc- 
cretum  in  cases  of  iinmincut  danger,  or  critical  emergency, 
Vidercnt  cousulcs  ue  quid  rcspubliea  detriments  aiperet, 
having  been  previously  passed,  it  was  so  sjKicdily  carried  into 
effect  that  they  were  compelled  to  surrender  at  discretiou  tho 
same  day  '*',  and  wore  immediately  put  to  death. 

Appian  tells  us  also  that  Lucius  Equitius  tho  supposititious 
.fOn  of  Tiberius  Gracchus,  who  too  had  been  elected  tribune 
of  the  people  nlong  with  Apulcius  at  the  last  comitia,  and 
with  hitn  too  had  taken  refuge  in  the  Capitol,  was  put  to 
death  on  the  same  occasion.  He  describes  both  likewise  as 
^^uo4>xoi  iit  the  time,  and  as  actually  wearing  the  proper  io- 

*  Tb«  )H[>CB  H-hirh  supikticd  the  Capiiot  M-itb  water  wera  cut  ufl*  by 
Msrins;  and  they  nrc  Hoid  to  hiivc  been  dririMi  to  sorrcndcr  tbemsdvra  n> 
■peediljr  tty  tlunl :  Plularch,  Mttntm,  xxx.  Flonii,  iii,  |6,6.  OruutM,  r. 
]7.    Auctor  DeViru,  L.ApuIeiu«. 


'  B.  C.  i.  3t,  35.  Cf.  Cioam, 
xnii.  Pro  lUlririo,  7,  i^_ii,  31  ;  In 
C«ti1inaui,  {.  j,4:  iti.  Alls:  xxxii,  Pro 
Scatio,  16,  .17  :  xxxvll,  In  Piaunfm,  2, 
4:   (cr,  AJieoniiu,   p.  iti:)   I,   Philij>. 

tics,   riiL  j,  i|t:    Brulw,  r>i.   3.    J4. 
«Ueitu  Pnc  iL  1  j.     Liry,  Ixlx.     Plv> 


Urcb,  MMTiui,  xxx.  Plans,  IU.  t6.  }  4 
— 7-  ^uetooiu*)  JnliiiK  Cjcl  xii.  1. 
Auctor  lie  YirU,  C.  MMiua.  Otmiiu, 
r.  17.  Ampetnu,  liber  UaioriiUi« 
xxvi- 
'  B.C.  Lja.w. 
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signia  of  their  office,  both  when  they  surrendered  themselves, 
and  when  they  were  put  to  death  ;  'Ert  irtpiKettUfovs  rd  oiftr 
j3oXa  r^  Vx^^-  Apuleius  who  was  Tribunus  plebis  previuusly 
might  be  wearing  his  official  dress  any  time  in  the  course  of 
the  preceding  year ;  but  Equitius,  who  had  just  been  elected 
for  the  first  time  at  the  last  tribunician  comitia  only,  could 
not  have  been  doing  so  before  the  very  first  day  at  least  of 
his  proper  tribunician  year.  And  that  he  was  actually  sacri- 
ficed to  the  popular  fury  or  to  the  vengeance  of  the  laws  at 
the  very  beginning  of  his  year  appears  from  what  Appian 
mentions  of  the  circumstances  of  his  death  in  particular;  viz. 
That  he  was  not  only  i^fmpxos  at  the  time,  i.  e.  officially 
tribune,  but  nptarrjv  iKctvjjv  brjuapxSiv  r^fiipav.  He  perished  on 
the  very  first  day  of  his  proper  tribunician  year,  or  at  the 
latest  on  the  next  to  it ;  December  10  or  11  Roman  U.C  654, 
Dec.  25  or  26  Julian  B.  C.  100. 

Now  it  may  be  further  collected  from  Appian  that  thi^  day 
waa  very  probably  the  day  after  a  Nundinal  day.  The  account 
of  the  previous  proceedings  of  the  seditious  tribune  clearly 
demoDstrates  that  his  strength  lay  among  the  rustic  tribes. 
It  may  be  presumed  that  the  day  before,  when  the  violence 
on  Memmius  was  committed,  these  must  have  been  present 
in  Borne  because  of  the  consular  election  which  was  going 
on ;  and  that  is  further  implied  by  the  fact  that  though  the 
people  of  Borne  resented  the  act  of  violence  on  Memmius 
with  so  much  fuiy  the  next  day,  when  they  stormed  the 
Capitol,  their  anger  did  not  display  itself  by  any  overt  act  at 
the  time:  the  best  explanation  of  which  apparent  incon- 
sistency in  their  conduct  is  that  the  day  before  they  were 
overawed  by  the  presence  of  Apuleius'  supporters  from  the 
country ;  but  that  the  next  day,  when  they  gave  vent  to  their 
fury,  these  supporters  of  his  were  no  longer  on  the  spot :  and 
consequently  must  have  left  Borne  the  day  before.  It  ap- 
pears too  that  before  Apuleius  himself  even  the  next  day 
durst  venture  to  retreat  to  the  Capitol  he  collected  a  body  of 
followers  from  the  country ;  'O  6*  &XKo  irA^flos  oAfo-as  &.Tto  t&v 
itypUp  K,  T,  X. 

Now  it  will  be  seen  from  our  calendar  that  U.  C.  654-  B.  C. 
1 00  the  character  of  the  year  being  8  that  of  December  was  2  .- 
and  therefore  the  10th  of  December  Roman  was  Nundinal. 
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And  this  day  beiog  botli  a  l^undiiuU  day  aod  th«  lugrcM  of 
luti  fourth  tribuneship ;  it  was  as  likely  as  any  to  be  purpowly 
tixnd  u[K>u  by  .Apuleius  for  the  coniular  comitin  at  which  \io 
was  endeavouring  to  secure  the  electioo  of  Olaacias  ugain^t 
Mpitimiiis.  \Vc!  nhall  thua  too  account  for  the  prosence  of 
the  rustic  voters  in  Rome  on  the  name  day  in  gronter  Dnm- 
hera  than  nsnal ;  and  for  the  apparent  acquiescence  of  the 
urban  tribes  in  the  recent  act  of  violence,  notwithatanding 
the  indignation  and  resentment  which  it  really  excited  iu 
them*.  We  thall  account  also  for  Appian's  langiucc  re- 
specting the  peculiar  circumstHnce**  nnder  which  Kquititu  in 
pariiculur  met  witb  his  fute  the  next  day ;  I  lp*iTt}p  iKtitnjp  dri^t- 
a^jC«p  ^pai'.  For  tbough  it  wa»  iu  reality  the  day  ir/Ier 
the  b^inning  uf  hia  year;  yet  it  uppeurs  to  hare  been  the 
rule  and  cuHtoin  of  thet^u  times,  (as  we  niay  have  occasioa  to 
shew  hereafter,)  to  date  the  actual  assumption  and  actual  afr* 
sertion  of  a  particular  oilice  and  jiiristlictioQ,  whether  eou- 
Bular,  pitetorian,  or  tribnnidiui,  not  from  the  legal  day  of  the 
ingress,  but  from  the  day  after  it :  which  in  this  present  in- 
stance TTould  be  Dcccml)cr  11  Roman  U.  C.  654^  December 
26  JuUan  B.  C.  100. 

Section  ^^. — Irregular  Calendar,  Cychy.  17.  355  deya. 


U.  C.  658  V»rT.  6s7  Ca(i.  655  Polyb.  B.  C.  97—96. 


Cn.  DotnitiuA  Ahenobarbus 
C.  Cuttus  LnnginiiB, 


Kiil«ndff  Janunrue  D«c.  16   B.  C.  97.  Nundinftl  Cbar. 


Date  of  the  Vow  of  Marias  U.  C.  G58. 

The  verification  of  our  Itomao  calendar  for  this  partjcular 

year  is  derivable  from  a  comparison  of  the  Roman  with  the 

Phrj-gian  date  of  a  certain  ceremony ;  of  which  wo  had  occa- 

*  It  deserve*  to  b«  mentiaoed  aUo  that  D»ccmber  10  Roman,  Dec.  i^ 
Julimn,  on  which  this  act  of  nolence  wm  eommiucd.  waa  ihe  36th  dny  of 
ibe  WOOD  ;  so  tbitt  llie  night  of  that  da;-  would  be  dark  :  and  even  aftN- 
tbe  (lepsrmre  of  the  rmttic  tribes  from  Rome  nutltinff  could  b«  done  uuiil 
the  next  morning,  in  the  wsy  of  a  gvocnd  rising  of  ih«  people  uf  the  city. 
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non  to  make  use  for  exactly  the  same  purpose  in  illustration 
of  oar  Boman  calendar  for  U.  C.  550  B.C.  204  also*.  And 
thon^  we  cannot  enter  on  the  particulars  of  that  compari- 
son at  present ;  yet  we  hope  to  shew  on  some  future  oppor- 
tnni^  that  Fridie  Idus  Apriles  U.  C.  658  aud  the  stated  date 
of  the  Sacra  Fhrygia  at  this  period  of  the  decursus  of  their 
proper  calendar  both  met  in  the  Julian  March  25  B.  C.  96: 
a  coincidence  which  if  true  must  be  admitted  to  authenticate 
and  confirm  both  these  calendars  at  once. 

The  reader  howerer  will  no  doubt  observe  that  three  of 
the  years  of  this  fifth  irregular  cycle,  U.  C.  654  to  656  B.  C. 
100— B.  C.  98,  consisted  of  356  days  each  ;  and  though,  ever 
since  U.  C.  547  6.  C.  207  when  years  of  that  description 
were  first  introduced  into  the  calendar,  they  might  be  consi- 
dered in  theory  as  admissible  at  any  time^  yet  it  must  be 
allowed  also  that^  having  been  formally  discontinued  from 
U.  C.  554  B.  C.  200  downwards,  and  never  again  resorted  to 
except  U.  C.  578  and  U.  C.  582,  B.  C.  176  and  B.  C.  172,  to 
find  them  revived  for  tbree  years  in  sequence  just  at  this 
time,  U.  C.  654  to  U.  C.  656,  ia  something  extraordinary : 
and  perhaps  is  not  capable  of  being  explained  except  by  special 
reasons  of  some  kind  or  other. 

In  our  opinion,  there  were  such  reasons  in  the  present  in- 
stance ;  though  we  cannot  enter  here  on  the  proper  account 
of  them.  All  that  we  shall  sny  on  this  subject  is  that  the 
most  eminent  and  most  influential  individual  of  his  time 
C.  Marius  was  under  the  obhgation  of  a  vow  to  the  Mater 
Phrygia;  which  it  was  necessary  to  discharge  both  on  her 
proper  day  in  the  Roman  calendar,  (which  was  Pridie  Idus 
Apriles,)  and  on  her  proper  day  in  the  Phrygian,  (in  which 
it  was  cyclical  or  moveable,)  at  one  and  the  same  time :  and 
in  order  to  render  that  coincidence  possible,  it  was  necessary 
so  to  administer  these  three  years  in  the  Roman  calendar, 
U.  C.  654,  U.  C.  655,  and  U.  C.  656,  B.  C.  100,  B.  C.  99,  and 
B.  C.  98,  as  to  make  them  common,  but  common  years  of 
356  days  in  length.  Nor  ought  it  to  surprise  us  to  find  a 
particular  management  of  the  calendar  expressly  resorted  to 
for  such  an  object  as  this.    It  u  notorious  that  the  admi- 

■  IKm.  xiii.  ch.  ii.  scot.  t.  Bupn,  p.  45. 
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nistration  of  the  calendar  during  the  imgnlar  prriod  wm 
re£>c«tedly  made  Bubserrient  to  ])rivate  views  and  privRte  in- 
terests ;  to  partj-  cousiderations  and  to  political  «\Tiipathic» : 
much  more  might  it  bo  ptirpoocly  accommodated  to  meet  the 
obligations  nnd  exigencies  of  h  vow,  contracted  by  a  person 
of  80  much  coQscqueuce  as  Cnius  Marius,  and  in  times  of  the 
most  imminent  danger  to  the  republic,  and  with  a  rirv  to  the 
common  safety. 

Sbctiox  VII. — Irn'ffular  Calendar,  Cydt  t.  22.  355  day*. 


U.  C  663  Van.  rt6i  Cap.  660  Polyb.  B.  C.  9^—91 . 


I..  Marcliis  Philippiui 
Sex.  Julius  Cfeaar. 


Kalentlffi  Jkhuetud  Dec.  9  B.  C  92.  Nundinal  Cbar.  7. 

i.  Oh  the  tusttmed  date  of  Cicero'*  Dialogue  De  Oratore  ; 
and  OH  the  date  of  the  death  of  L.  Crauna. 

The  historical  or  actual  date  of  Cicero's  Dialogue  De  Ora* 
tore  was  later  than  the  year  of  hin  consulship,  17.  C  ti9l 
B.  C.  G3';  and  later  than  the  year  of  liis  baiiislimciit  tJ.  C. 
696  B.C.  58-.  Middlcton  dates  it  conjectumlly  U.  C.  699 
B.  C'.  5')  *".  In  reality  it  appears  to  have  been  written  beficH« 
the  month  of  November,  It.  C.  55^. 

Its  assume<l  dat*  however  is  U.C.  6G3,  the  consnlnr  year 
of  L.  Marcius  Philippus  Sextus  Julius  Ciesar,  B.  C.  92-91  ; 
at  the  stated  seajsou  of  the  Ludi  Koiuaui  in  that  year,  aa 
appears  from  the  exordium  ^ :  Cum  igitur  vehementiu«  inv e- 
hcretur  in  wiussam  principura  consul  Philippus,  Drusiqiie  tri- 
bunatUH  pro  scualus  auctoritate  susceptus  infriii^  jam  debi- 
litarique  videretur;  dici  mihi  mcraini  Ludorum  Romanorum 
diobua  L.  Cras-ium  quasi  efilligendi  sut  catissa  se  in  Tuscula- 
nuni  contulisHc.  And  thiit,  or  a  little  after  it,  wa^  alao  t-be 
time  of  the  tribunicinn  comitia  the  same  year;  «ince  it  ap- 
pears that  among  the  parties  present  on  this  occasion  one 
wa«  C.  Cotta,  Qui  tnm  tribunatum  plebis  petcbat ;  and  an> 


•1.1.3. 

It.  13.  16. 


■•  V!ta,ii.67_R9. 
I.  7.  w 


'  Ad  Pamlllarcs.  1.  9  :  Ad  Aiilc 
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other  WM  P.  Sulpithis,  Qui  deinceps  eum  magistratum  peti- 
tanu  videbatuT  *. 

This  meeting  at  the  villa  of  Crassua  took  up  three  days ; 
the  dialogoe  itself  only  tiro;  beginmng  on  the  second  daye. 
It  was  held  in  the  conntry,  and  in  the  open  air ;  and  on  the 
fitvt  day  under  a  plane  tree,  which  is  thus  described :  Nam 
me  hsec  tna  platanua  admonuit ;  qate  non  minus  ad  opacan- 
dum  hnnc  locum  patulis  est  diffusa  ramis  qiiam  ilia  cujua 

nmbram  secutns  est  Socrates  (in  the  Fhaedrus  of  Plato) 

et  omnea  in  iis  sedibua  quae  eraut  sub  platano  consedisse 
dicebat^ 

The  second  day's  conversation  began  in  the  morning  at 
the  second  hour  E  by  the  bedside  of  Crassus ;  and  continued 
to  be  held  there  until  noon,  when  it  was  broken  off  for  a 
time  \  It  was  resumed  in  the  afternoon,  not  however  under 
the  plane  tree  as  before,  but  in  the  midst  of  a  wood :  In  me- 
dia sylva...est  enim  is  maxime  et  opacus  et  frigidus  (locus)... 
in  sylvam  venitur  et  ibi  magna  cum  audiendi  exspectatione 
considitur^  And  this  it  appears  was  for  the  sake  of  the 
shade  and  cool.  The  heat  of  the  weather  is  alluded  to  at 
the  end  of  the  first  book,  which  is  also  the  end  of  the  first 


*  The  comitia  in  question  were  actually  held  a  few  days  after  the  death 
of  Ciunu,  September  19  Roman.  C.  Cotta. .  .paucU  diebus  post  mortem 
Ctaud  depulBQB  per  invidiam  tribunatu  non  multia  ab  eo  tempore  mensi- 
busgectui  est  e  civitate :  De  Oratore,  iii.  3,  11 :  cf.  BrutuB,  88,  301 — 303. 
It  is  from  this  Cotta  that  Cicero  supposes  he  had  the  account  of  the  dia* 
loffue:  0.7,25,26:  8,39,30:  iii.  4, 16 — 5,17:)  at  the  assumed  date  of 
wfatch  he  himself  could  have  been  only  15  or  16  years  of  age. 

With  regard  to  Sulpicius,  he  continues :  Sulpicius  aittem . .  .quibuacum 
privatus  conjunctissime  vixerat  hos  in  tribunatu  spoliare  instituit  omni 
dignitate  . . .  cai . . .  ferro  erepta  vita  est.  He  means  his  proceedings  in 
favour  of  Marius  and  against  SuUa,  B.  C.  88-87  -  '^^-  Velleius  Pat.  ii.  18 : 
19.  Ijvy,  Ixxvii.  Appian,  B.C.  i.  55-60.  Plutarch,  Marius,  xxxiv. 
xzxT :  Sulla,  viii.  x.  Valerius  Max.  vi.  v.  7  De  Justitia :  ix.  vii.  t  I>e 
Sadhionibua  Militum  Romanorum.  Floius,  iii.  31,  6-8.  Eutropius,  v.  3. 
Cicero,  BnUus,  89,  306,  307  :  63,  337  :  Ad  Herennium,  i.  15,  35 :  ii.  38, 
45.  Asconius,  in  Orat.  Pro  C.  Comelio,  p.  96 :  In  Oral.  Contra  Rsonem, 
p.  laS. 

■  For  the  first  day,  see  i.  7,  34 :  16 :  ■  ii.  3,  11,  13  :  cf.  ii.  5,  20. 

it  sq. :  cf.  8,  39.     For  the  secood,  i.  ^  ii.  go,  367,  at  the  end :  iii.  j,  1 7. 

18!  lib.  ii.  3,  n:  cf.  3,  13:  50:36;.  '  iii.  5,  18. 

'  i.  7.  a«- 
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clay's  discourse  :  Nam  et  S<«PToIa,  quoniam  in  Tuaculantiin 
ire  constiruit,  pnullum  rcquicscet  duni  sc  cuhr  fnuiget ;  el 
no»  ipsi  quoniam  id  tcniporis  eat  valetutlini  dcmus  ofienttnk. 

Ami  that  nil  this  was  goiiifj  on  at  the  time  of  the  Ludi 
Romani  appears  not  only  from  the  passage  already  qtiottnl 
but  from  another  nltio,  which  occurs  in  the  course  of  the  first 
day's  conrenation :  Cogebat  enim  me  M.  Marcelius  hie 
iioster.  qui  nunc  ^^ilis  curubs  eitt ;  et  profccto  tiit^i  Ludos 
nunc  faccrot  huic  nostro  scrmoni  interesset':  hhiI  from  a 
third,  which  we  meet  with  in  that  of  the  second  day's:  Nihil 
sane  inquit  Cutulus  :  ctcnim  xides  esse  Ltidos'''. 

The  Ludi  Romani  or  Magni  are  meant :  and  in  the  Julian 
calendar  of  aftcttimcfl  »  these  are  noted  from  Pridie  Kooas 
to  Pridie  Tduii  Scptembres ;  September  4  Koman  to  Septem- 
ber 12.  And  they  itppear  to  have  been  going  on  between 
thoBO  identical  dutc«  at  this  very  time  also.  For  Cicero  sumi 
up  the  history  of  Crassus.  after  the  supposed  termination  of 
the  dialogue,  at  the  beginning  of  the  third  book,  in  these 
words:  Nam  illud  immortalitatc  dignum  ingenium  ilia  liu- 
manitas  ilia  virtus  L.  Cnisai  morte  exstiucta  subita  est  \*ix 
dubta  decnn  post  cum  Hiem  qui  hoc  ct  supcriorc  libro  coati- 
nctiir<*.  Now  both  these  books  comprehend  only  two  days. 
It  follows  consequently  that  Crassus  must  have  died  within 
twelve  days  of  the  beginning  of  the  dialojfuc.  as  related  in  the 
first  buuk.  And  Cicero  gives  us  the  following  account  of  tlie 
circumstancf^  which  preceded  his  death  <^. 

Ut  euim  Romam  rediit  exlrerao  sccnicorum  Ludorum  die, 
vchementcr  oouiraolua  ea  omtioQC  quic  fercbatur  habita  esse 
in  coneionc  a  Philiinioi'-.-manc  IdiMu  Septemlirii  et  ille  et 
seoatus  frciptcns  vocatu  Drusi  in  senntiun  veuit,  He  re- 
turned therefore  to  Rome  Pridie  Idus  Scptembrcs  ;  and  that 
it  »eem8  was  the  last  day  of  the  l^udi  also.  The  proceedinga 
in  the  senate  on  the  same  occasion,  in  the  midst  of  which 
Crassus  was  takeu  ill,  ore  next  related :  Nnnique  turn  latua 
ei  dicenti  coudoluisse  sudorcmque  multuni  conscctitum  csso 
nudicbamus:  ux  quo  cum  cohorruissot  unm  fcbrt  doraum  re- 
diit, dieqiie  bcptimo  Jateris  duluru  cousunitus  est. 

»  i,  6».  »6j.  '  i.  %s,  si.  "  iii.  t,  i-i,  6. 


». 
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Asriaitao  tpwl  t'ogpu. 


f  ii.   I,  3-1,  6.     rt  Valoriu*  lU* 
vi.  il.  1  IV  librn>  ai<-li»  hii  fa^b. 
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This  Tould  be  September  19  Roman,  the  eighth  day  since 
his  return  on  the  Fridie  IduB ;  and  the  ninth  from  the  second 
daj'i  dial(^e  reckoned  inclunvely:  and  consequently  strictly 
within  ten  days  firom  the  end  of  the  dialogue. 

If  however  he  retomed  to  Rome  on  Pridie  Idus  Septem- 
bres  and  on  the  last  day  of  the  Ludi ;  the  dialogue  must  have 
been  held  not  on  the  first  and  second  day  of  these  Ludi,  but 
ou  the  seventh  and  eighth:  September  10  and  11  Roman. 
The  ptunt  which  is  to  bo  attended  to  iu  the  preceding  aJlu- 
nona,  with  a  view  to  the  illustration  of  the  caleudar,  is  the 
description  of  the  weather  at  the  time ;  which  every  one 
must  allow  to  be  snch  as  would  accord  to  the  Julian  July  or 
August  much  more  appropriately  than  to  the  Julian  Septem- 
ber or  October.  The  fever  too  with  which  Crassus  was  seized 
in  the  midst  of  his  speech  in  the  senate,  and  which  carried 
him  off  ou  the  seventh  day,  may  be  as  probably  explained  by 
the  heat  of  the  weather  at  the  time  as  by  any  other  natural 
cause. 

Now  it  appears  from  our  calendar  that  the  Kalends  of 
January  U.  C.  663  fell  on  December  9  B.  C.  92 ;  and  the 
Kalends  of  September  on  August  3  B,  C.  91.  Consequently 
September  10  Roman  the  date  of  the  first  day'*a  dialogue  was 
August  12 :  September  13  the  date  of  the  seizure  of  Crassus 
was  August  15  :  and  September  19  the  date  of  his  death  was 
August  21.  All  this  is  natural  and  consistent;  and  that 
must  render  it  extremely  probable  that  it  is  historical  also : 
in  which  case,  it  is  calculated  to  confirm  the  arrangements  of 
our  calendar,  for  this  part  of  the  fifth  irregular  cycle,  in  a 
striking  manner. 

We  will  observe  further  only  that  the  Nundinal  character 
of  September  this  year  was  2 :  and  consequently  that  Sep- 
tember 10  was  Nundinal.  And  that  might  be  an  additional 
reason  why  Crassus  should  have  retired  from  Rome  to  his 
villa  in  the  country  the  day  before ;  viz.  besides  the  beat  of 
the  weather,  and  the  biutle  and  confusion  produced  by  the 
games,  in  order  to  escape  from  the  crowd  and  throng  of  the 
Nundinal  resort :  which  at  that  time  in  particular  would  pro- 
bably be  greater  than  usual. 
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U.  C.  U64  Varr.  663  Cap.  66 1  Fulyt).  B.  C.  91-90. 


li.  Jliliua  rVMtf 
P.  Ruliliua  Lupus. 


Kalends  JuiitHrir  Nor.  99  R.C.  91.  Nundinal  Cher.  4. 


On  the  date  0/  the  death  of  the  CoumI  Rutilius  U.V.  6*US.  C.90; 
and  on  that  of  the  Legate  Didius  U.  C.  665  B.  C.  89. 

This  van  the  first  year  of  tJu-  Bcllnni  Italtciim,  Sociale.  or 
Marsicuin :  and  we  have  already  shewnH  in  what  mnuner  the 
eirciimstaaces  under  which  it  broke  out  are  calculated  to 
iUustrntc  and  confirm  not  only  the  Roman  c«le»dflr  of  the 
time,  but  the  more  nucient  Nuudinal  calendar,  and  the  de- 
oorsuB  of  EtruscHQ  aiecula.  The  war  in  quuittioD  lasted  three 
years  at  least :  aud  it  gave  birth  to  other  incidcDts  iu  it« 
progreBs  which  also  are  well  adapted  to  iltuatmte  our  calen- 
dar. One  or  two  of  the  most  remarkable  of  this  kind  we 
shall  jiroceed  to  adduce ;  without  cnteriug  on  tlie  chronology 
of  the  war  in  detail. 

Of  this  number  then  was  the  death  of  the  consul  Kutilius, 
of  a  wound  received  in  battle  with  Vettius  Cnto  one  of  the 
commanders  of  the  allies';  which,  it  is  agreed,  was  an 
event  of  the  first  ycar^:  as  Indeed  his  being  consul  at  the 
time  alone  would  prove.  The  day  of  this  eveut  has  been  re- 
corded by  Ond»;  the  feast  day  of  the  Roman  Matuta,  tbe 
luo  or  Leucothea  of  tlie  Greeks'^ :  the  proper  name  of  which 
in  the  llomiui  style  was  tliu  Matralin*,  and  the  proper  day 
the  iii  Idu8  Juiiias'i,  June  1 1  Roman  both  in  the  old  calendar 
und  in  the  Juban. 


4  PIm.  sL  ch,  U.  tpct.  ill-  Vol.  it.  41S. 

•  AjpfHUi,  K.  C.i.  40-  4'-43- 

■  Ibid,  i.  4j.  40,  41.  l^vy,  Ixziii. 
VplMuii  Pat.  ii.  16.  ObMqnMta,  rt. 
Florum  ni  18,  11.  ltutra|i)w,  *.  i- 
Oro«iu.  r.  18.  Diodonu,  Frofin. 
uorHL 

•  Pnrti.  ri.  475-480.  546. 

•  Cf  Cloero.  JX-  Nuiara  ppor-  B.  1  'h 
48:  TbkuIsbk,  i.  II.  iR.  Scrvhin,  Ad 


Gmtk-  I.  4t7 1  Ad  JEu.  T.  S41.  Pla- 
tiirch,  CvnUliu,  t  :  De  Vntane  Aiaon, 
xn.  HjiiMai,  Fabb,  it.  Ind:  cmr. 
rcKxlv.     Lari«niiu*,  i.  >i 

*  Cf.  Vwrv,  IV  Linjctw  L«t.  iv.  31  a 
T.  $6.     Kcattis.  M.  i.to.  ri  lUatnUa, 

■  (f.  tlM>  KaWndam  Apvd  VvKg^ 
MaJfBan,  and  VrnwiiM' ;  and  O^M, 
Fwci,  vi.  loc.  (it. 
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Hanc  tibi  quo  properas  memoraot  dixisse  HutiU  i 

Luce  mea  Marao  csesus  ab  hoste  cades. 
Exitus  accesBit  verbia,  flumenque  Tolenum 

Pnrpureo  mixtis  Bangume  fluxit  aquisr. 

Now  it  may  be  collected  from  Appiao*  that  both  the  night 
before,  and  the  night  after,  this  battle  were  light :  and  that 
is  shewn  hy  our  calendar  to  have  been  the  case.  The  Ma- 
tralia  U.  C.  664  fell  upon  May  29  B.  C.  90 ;  and,  as  there 
was  an  eclipse  of  the  sun  April  17,  3.15  p.  m.  Paris,  there 
must  consequently  hare  been  a  full  moon  about  May  30 
next  ensuing.  The  night  consequently  of  May  28  and  that 
of  May  29  would  be  light  almost  throughout  its  entire 
duration. 

It  is  added  by  Ovid  that  the  next  year  also  and  on  the 
same  day  of  the  same  mouth,  the  Matralia  U.  C.  665,  another 
of  the  Roman  commanders  fell  in  battle  with  the  same 
enemies. 


ProximuH  aunuB  erat ;  Pallantide  ceeaus  eadem 
IMdiuB  hc»tilea  iugeminavit  opes  ■. 


The  particulars  of  this  event  are  not  known.  The  fact 
itself  appears  to  have  been  mentioned  by  Ovid  only.  Titus 
Didius  however  was  actually  one  of  the  legati  appointed  at 
the  banning  of  the  war*)  to  act  under  the  consuls  Rutilins 
and  Julius.  He  was  probably  the  same  person  of  whom  a 
triumph  is  extant  in  the  Fasti,  De  Celtiberis,  celebrated  in 
B.C.  93c.  The  date  of  the  Matralia  U.  C.  665  was  May  18 
B.  C.  89 :  and  that  was  about  the  date  of  the  full  moon  of 
May  the  same  year  also. 

Section  IX. — Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  v.  24.  355  daya. 
U.C.  66s  Varr.  664  Cap.  66a  Polyb.  B.C.  90-89. 


Cd.  Pompeius  Strabo 
L.  Porciua  Cato. 


Kalende  JanuariK  Dec.  12  B.  C.  90.  Nundinal  Char.  3. 


The  reduction  of  Asculum,  the  principal  city  of  Picenum, 

r  Orid  Futi,  ▼!.  563.  •  i.  4.1.  ^  Appian,  B.  C.  i.  40.   Velleiiu  Pat. 

■  Faiti,  ri.  567.  ii.  16.  '  Supra,  ii.  90.  No.  xciii. 
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wlicre  too  the  rebellion  had  fir«t  broken  out,  waa  one  of  the 
events  of  this  year.  Siege  was  Jaid  to  it  U.C.  CGJ  by  Un. 
Poinpeius  Strabo  in  tiuaJily  of  legHtuB  ;  and  the  next  year  by 
Sextus  or  Lucius  Julius  ahw,  consul  of  V.  C.  G64,  yet  com- 
innding  at  this  time  pro  consule''.  Consequently  B.  C.  90 : 
at  the  beginning  of  that  year.  Its  rfductiun  was  effected 
by  Cn.  Pompeius  as  one  of  the  consuls  of  this  year,  V.  O. 
665  H.  C.  90P.  The  city  was  taken  by  bim  in  the  winter'. 
His  colleague.  I'orcius  <_'tito,  was  killeil  cvt-u  after  that  event, 
still  in  the  winters:  and  the  year  of  both  began  Dec  12 
B.  C.  90,  before  the  winter  couhl  be  said  to  have  set  in,  bnt 
not  long  before  it.  .Subucquent  moreover  to  the  capture  of 
Asculuin,  when  ISCHH)  of  the  Marsi,  according  to  Oroaiiw'*, 
were  put  to  the  sword,  we  have  the  following  account  given 
of  the  fate  of  4000  more :  Quatuor  autcm  millia  I  talici  viri 
ex  ea  csede  prufugi  juguui  niontis  coacto  iu  ununi  a^mine 
conscenderaut :  ubi  obpre»si  exanimatique  niWhus  miserabili 
morte  i-iguerunt :  that  is,  they  were  frozen  to  death  ;  having 
been  previously  deprived  by  the  cold  of  all  power  of  motion 
or  of  bclpiug  themselves. 

In  like  manner  Appioo  also  tells  of  the  fate  of  another 
body  of  Marsi,  IjOOO  iu  number,  which  liad  been  sent  to 
the  usistancc  of  the  T}-rrhcoiaas  < ;  GOOO  of  whom  Pompciiu 
cnt  off,  Tvarof  tav  rj^  :  and  half  of  the  remainder  perished  in 
retreating  to  their  own  conntr^'  again.  At'  izA^ov  x«P«s  """l 
X«y*«TO(  (JiiiroVow,  during  which  they  supported  themselves 
as  well  89  they  could  on  aconis,  ^cXavr^aymifrf^,  This 
event  was  earlier  iu  Pompe}*'*  consular  year  than  the  hut 
considered,  or  the  capture  of  Asculum '.  Itoth  however  prove 
that  bis  year  mid  Cato's  must  have  entered  very  near  the 
beginniug  of  winter;  and  it  actually  did  so  December  12 
Jt.  C.  90.  His  Triumph  Oe  Aacolnneis,  &c.  is  extant  in  the 
Fasti  *■ ;  but  at  the  very  end  of  his  proper  year,  ri  Kal.  Janu- 


*  A]i]>uu>,  B.  C.  1. 47.  48  50.    U*7, 

"  AppUii.lucctt.  Livj.  Ikuv  Vaxr. 
Vriklti*  I'at.  If.  It.  Plnurch.  I'om- 
pciu*,  l<.  Flunu,  Ui.  iB,  14.  Oranu*, 
*.  18.  19. 

'  Apitwi,  L  41.  S*.  Cf.  VolMw 
VA  U.  17.  II. 

■   IIimI, 


'  *.  18.  19:  tf.  iS  Mtd  Apidwi, 
B.C  i  43. 

I  B.  C.  L  JO.  Cf.  Li*T.  U«iv.  Aa- 
CMlim  wu>  mhirtil  aftT  ftil  Dim?  null*. 
and  «n«r  the  ilcatit  of  tlu>  cduibI  Cato  1 
OnviM.  v.  18. 

^  Vol.  ii.  90.  idv.  Cf.  Vdlalu  P^ 
ii.  6j.  Dio,itiil.  $1:  ilit.  ai.  VaJrHu 
Mu.  ri.  ut.  ()  De  MuUlioiK  Monim. 
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arias  U.  C.  665,  November  26  B.  C.  89 :  and  it  has  been  left 
upon  record  that  VentidiuSj  a  celebrated  commander  of  i^fter- 
timefl,  and  the  only  Roman  who  ever  triumphed  De  Parthis 
in  a  private  capacity,  was  one  of  the  Asculan  captives  exhi- 
bited on  this  occaaion  ^. 

We  learn  also  from  Pliny '  the  date  of  another  event  of 
this  war  and  in  this  yeiu: ;  that  of  the  capture,  or  rather  re- 
capture, of  Stabise :  for  it  had  been  taken  by  the  confede- 
rates in  the  first  year  of  the  contest  °>.  In  Campauo  autem 
agro  Stabiae  oppidum  fuere  usque  ad  Cn.  Fompeium  L.  Ca- 
tonem  consules,  Pridie  Kal.  Maii ;  quo  die  L.  Sulla  legatus 
bello  Bociali  id  delevit :  quod  nunc  in  villam  abiit.  lliat  ia, 
until  April  6  B.  C.  89.  Yet  Stabiie  is  spoken  of  as  if  still  in 
existence  in  Columella's  time  A.  D.  49 : 

Fontibu§  et  Stabis  celebres  et  Vesvia  rura". 

Among  the  incidents  of  this  year  too  we  learn  from  Livy  <> 
that  another  was  the  death  of  A.  Semprouius  Asellio  the 
Praetor  Urbanus,  brought  about  at  Borne  by  a  conspiracy  of 
the  usurers  (feneratores),  Quoniam  secundum  debitores  jus 
dicebat.  We  need  not  enter  again  into  the  history  of  the 
laws  relating  to  usury  P,  nor  of  the  various  shifts  and  con- 
trivances by  means  of  which  the  lenders  of  money  at  Rome 
were  perpetually  scheming  to  evade  them.  It  should  how- 
ever be  observed  that  such  inquiries  into  these  evasions,  as 
the  Pnetor  in  question  was  instituting  at  the  time  of  his 
deaths,  were  most  likely  to  be  set  on  foot  at  the  beginning 
of  a  fresh  Lustral  cycle,  the  usual  term  of  credit.  Now 
U.  C.  665  was  such  a  yearj  the  first  of  the  xcivth  Lustral 
cycle :  which  entered  January  3  Roman,  December  13  Julian, 
B.  C.  90 ;  both  which  days  were  Nundinal  as  our  Tables 
shew. 

The  most  circumstantial  accoimt  of  his  death  is  given  by 
Appian^.  He  was  beset  by  the  usurers  in  a  body,  in  the 
open  Forum,  or  as  Valerius  Maximus  states',  Pro  JEde 
Concordise,  while  engaged  in  the  act  of  sacrificing  to  the  Dios- 

k  Ibid,  locii  cit.  vi.  i6.  o  luiv. 

1  H.  N.  iu.  Q.  6i8.  P  Vol.  ii.  4.^8. 

■a  Appiaii,  B.  C  I.  43.  *  AppUn,  B.  C.  i.  54. 

■■  lib.  z.  De  Honor.  Cnitu,  133  :  cT.  '  iz.  viL  4.  Dc  Scditionibus. 

Orid.  Hetam.  xv.   711.     Pliny,  Epp. 
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curi  (CfteCor  and  Pollux)  :  unci  hnving  attempted  in  vain  to 
take  refuge  in  the  teinptc  of  Vesta,  he  vm  pni^iip^  by  tbem 
into  n  tavern,  and  there  nssftssiiinted.  And  hence  we  collect 
with  certainty  the  date  of  this  act  of  violence ;  the  fcMt-day 
of  Castor  and  Pollux  in  the  IloniHn  cnlcndnr:  which  from 
the  time  of  the  battle  of  the  Lake  lle^^inuif  mas  always  the 
Ides  of  auinctilis*.  The  Ides  of  Quiaotilis  U.  C.  iiG5  fell  on 
June  20  H.  C  89.  It  ia  clear  ft-om  tlie  contest  of  Appian 
that,  though  there  wb-h  a  crowd  in  the  Fonira  at  the  time,  it 
waa  not  a  Nundinal  day ;  nnd  the  character  ofQuinctilU  this 
yciir  being;  1  the  15th  was  not  Nundinal- 

Sk<;tiun  X. — On  the  datf»  of  ifte  Birihs  of  Cicero,  of  Pompetf 
the  Great,  and  of  JuHna  Caaar  reapfctivel^. 

After  these  iHustratious  and  t  hrae  proofs  of  the  truth  of 
our  Itcnian  Fasti  tlirough  tliis  fitth  Irregular  Cycle  we  might 
dismiss  this  cycle  from  any  further  consideration,  as  suffi- 
cently  verified  and  confirmed.  It  is  however  proper  to  ob- 
serve i.  That  the  datea  of  five  triumpbii  are  still  extant  which 
fell  in  the  course  of  it,  B.  C.  la*.,  B  C.  97.  il.  C.  93,  aad 
B.C. 89':  all  which  stand  clear  of  the  Nundinal  day,  and 
one  fell  on  the  duv  after  it.  ii.  That  the  births  of  tliree  of 
tho  most  illusCrious  individuals  of  tlicir  time^  (though  in  dtf- 
fercDt  ways  and  on  different  accounts,)  Ciocro,  Pompey,  and 
Cirsar,  all  came  within  the  limits  of  this  cycle ;  and  we 
should  perhaps  not  be  excused  if  wo  took  our  leave  of  it 
without  some  notice  of  each  of  the-sc  in  its  turn. 

i.  The  oldest  of  these  eminent  characters  was  M.  TnlUus 
Cicero,  nis  birthday  iu  the  style  of  the  Homan  calendar  was 
iii  Nonas  Januarias  V.  C.  018,  the  consular  year  of  C.  Atilius 
Serraaus  Q.  Servilius  CIupio^  Januarys  Kouian  that  year, 
December  28  Julian  D.  C  107 :  a  date  which  I'lutach,  io  hia 
Itife  of  Cicero,  expresses  iu  a  singular  mauner*:  Tcx^I^ku 
W  Kuiifmva  XiyovoiV  drwii/i-i^y  xaX  avievs  Kox*v0tt(ri)s  avrov  rrjs 
f-Vpot  yfinifuf  rptrrj  t&v  Wuv  KaXavtAv,  iv  ^  vBv  ol  ipyoirris 
€^ovT<u  fcol  0Cov(rw  vtiip  roS  ijytnifo^.      He   means  on  the 


I 
I 


•  VoL  a.  loj.  N*".  Tii.   Cr.  nulanh. 
Botb.  nil :  sxrtti. 

'  SM|ir»,  Vn).  it.  89.  90. 

*  A.  OeUim,  xr.  18  :    ef.  Gem  %A 
jUUc  rii.  $  :  tii.  4 1  xiil.  41 1  of.  ill.  10 1 


d.  9  B.C.  49.     Brutu*.  43.  161 1  64. 
JJO.     Vc'  Lirftinu,   u.  I.  3-3,  6:  ii. 
■  A.  36.    TtiMKuraa  Temp.  01.  I6R.  3. 
-  C*4t.  ii. 
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day  of  the  Vota  Fublica  in  his  time,  i.  e.  under  the  emperors ; 
which  vas  notoriouslj  January  3  >. 

From  this  day  consequently  to  that  of  his  death,  vii  Idua 
Decembrea  >',  December  7  Bomau  U.  C.  711  December  5 
Julian  B.  C.  4S,  the  interval  in  annual  and  noctidiumal  Bo- 
man  time  was  63  years,  eleven  months,  four  days ;  in  JuUan 
was  68  yeax%,  eleven  months,  seven  days :  and  this  latter  would 
be  the  correct  d^cription  of  his  age  at  his  death ;  bo  that 
thoM  of  the  ancients  who  have  represented  him  as  64  years 
old  at  that  time  are  more  in  the  right  than  those  who  have 
spoken  of  him  as  even  theu  only  63  ^. 

ii.  The  next  in  point  of  age  to  Cicero  was  Cn.  Pompeius 
Magnus;  bom  in  the  same  consular  year",  but  Pridie  Kalen- 
das  Octobres,  September  29  Roman,  U.  C.  648,  September 
17,  B.C.  106:  the  same  day  nominally  on  which  he  cele- 
brated his  triumph  De  Mithridate,  B.  C.  61 1* ;  and  the  same 
day  nominally  on  which  he  was  killed  B.  C.  48 :  so  that, 
according  to  the  Roman  reckoning,  he  might  truly  be  repre- 
sented as  58  years  old  exactly  *=  at  the  time ;  though,  as  the 
Julian  date  of  September  29  Roman  B.  C.  48  was  July  24, 
his  true  age,  reckoned  from  September  17  B.  C.  106,  at  his 
death,  was  57  years,  ten  months,  7  days  *. 

iiL  The  youngest  of  these  illustrious  individuals  was  Caius 
Julias  Csesar.     It  is  known  that  hia  birthday  in  the  style  of 

*  Great  uncertainty  seems  to  have  prevailed,  (and  at  a  very  early  period 
too,)  respecting  the  age  of  Pompey.  See  Veil.  Pat.  ii.  53.  Valerius  Maic, 
V.  ii.  9  De  CJratitudine,  and  Tac.  Ann.  xui.  6,  make  him  18  U.  C.  671  B.  C. 
83  (cf.  IJvy,  Ixxxv)  though  he  was  really  23  at  that  lime.  Cf.  Plutarch, 
Vita,  vi.  Appian,  B.  C.  ii.  86.  The  Fasti  Triumphales  date  his  first 
trmmph  (Ex  Africa,)  U.  C.  673  Cap.;  at  which  time  he  was  25;  and 
eo  the  Epitome  of  IJvy,  Ixxidx,  and  the  Auctor  Ue  Viris,  Cn.  Pompdua 
Magnus,  represent  his  age  at  that  time.  Cf.  Eutropius,  v.  6.  Appian, 
B.C.  i.  131  makes  him  34  U.  C.  683  B.  C.  71 :  and  (MithridaUca  13.  6) 
35  at  his  triumph  U.  C.  693  B.  C.  61,  when  he  was  45  complete  at  least. 
Cf.  Plutarch,  Pompnus,  xlvi :  Isxiii. 

■  Cf.  HiBtoriffi  Aug.  8S.  Adrian,  3,1.  '  i>««  Li\y,  oxx.    fSciifca,  KuaauriK, 

.^ina  Venu,  4  :  3.     Pertinax,  6.    Ta-  vii.  39-43  :  viji.  ,^0.     Rularck,  Cicero, 

citua,  9,  Tsdttu,  Ann.  iv.  17  ;  70.  Ter-  xlviii.     Cassiodorins,  in  Anno, 

tullisn,  Opp.  iv.  357.  Ete  Corona  Mil  ■  Velk-iuii  Patprrulu«,  ii.  53  :  cf.  19. 

■  1.     Lydns,  De  Menaibua,  iv.  10.57.  Thesaurus  Tt-raporum,  Ol  16S.  3. 

3-58.8.  Constantiau  caleudu-,  Jan.  3.  *■  Supra,  Vol.  ii.^8.  N".  xcviii. 

Also    aar  Diantationa,  iv.    411   and  <^  Appian,  B.  C.ii.  S6.    Velleins  Pat. 

note.  ii.  53-     rlatarch,  Ponipeiua,  Ixiv.  lixii. 

'  Tacitua,  De  Cauaais,  17  :  cf.  14.  Zonaraa,  x.  9.  487  C. 


On  the  Verification  of  the  Roman  Oalendar. 


Din.  rTt.^^B 
•I   .IiiIt  12        W 


the  Konian  calendar  vns  iv  Idu»Quinctilcs  or  Julias,  Julr  Vi 
Romam  one  of  Ihc  stated  days  ol"  the  Ludi  Apolhnnres''. 
But  the  year  of  his  birth  is  somewhat  doubtful.  Soetoniua  ", 
Plutarch  ^  and  AppianR  tell  as  that  he  was  in  h'\»  oBth  y 
at  his  death  (the  Ides  of  March,  V.  C.  710  B.  C.  W) :  Eirtro.' 
piasi)  on  tlie  other  hand  states  that  he  was  in  his  5Gth  vesr 
at  Ihc  time  of  the  buttle  uf  Muuda,  the  Liberalia,  3farch  17 
Roman,  the  year  before;  I;.  U.  7()9  B.  C.  :».  The  former 
would  pvo  hia  birthday  July  12  Roman  U.C.  (i54,  July  31 
Julian  B.  C.  100:  the  latter  July  12  Roman  U.C.  653.  Au- 
gust 10  Julian  B.  C.  101.  In  our  opiaion,  this  latter  was  hia 
true  birthday  *.     And  from  this  day  August  10  B.  C.  101  to 


*  Vie  grvuiiil  LhiH  U|)ini«n  chiefly  ud  the  foUowiaK  caoaidentions-  It 
nppf.ai«  from  Cicero '  thai  llic  consular  age  at  Vamt  in  hi*  time  snd  io 
ttiM  of  0<ar  wan  not  Ices  thui  43  years  caiDi)lciv.  Now  Cmw 
entainly  consul  Ex  Kalendis  J.iDuanic  U.  C.  £95  B,  C.  59  :  and  sB 
it  nn  ira»on  to  *iij»poiMi  that  he  was  consul  befarc  hit  yMr,  or  that 
Lev  AnnaliB  wan  divpented  wllh  in  his  behalf,  we  look  opon  this 
deiBODstratii-e  proof  that  he  could  not  liaro  been  lesii  than  41.  (aMitinalljr 
ntleut  tf  not  coiuplele,)  in  hia  cunaular  year  U.C.  6!;i5;  aad  that  would 
be  the  case  if  be  «-a»  bom  iv  Idua  Ijuinctiln  U.C.  653  but  not  if  he 
wu  born  iv  IduG  QuinctilcB  t*.  C.C54. 

We  have  been  from  the  case  of  tjcipio  ^milianns  lb«  yofiagn,  B.C. 
148^,  (hat  the  lr|;al  »fiv  vf  itie  /ICdileHhip  was  36  :  in  hu  camt,  if  be 
was  born  B.  C  184.  ^I'l  complete.  Cicero  ttti*  u«'  that  li«  wait  .-Kililit  in 
his  proper  year:  and  he  was  .Ediie  U.  C.  A8g  B.C.  6^*,  haring  been 
elected  the  year  before,  U.C  6H4.  In  tlita  jrear  fae  wa*  36  cutuplete: 
for  U.  0.648-^36-684.  Now  Otesar  also  was  ^dile  U.C.  689  D.  C 
65 ' ;  in  his  37th  year  dated  from  U.  C.  £53,  but  hia  3(ith  ool^  dai 
from  U.C  b^i). 

llw  Qusmlurian  age  Ke«inii  to  hafc  Ikch  30.  Apptan  recofxlif  of  U.  C. 
710  B.  C  44<  that  permission  vmn  given  that  year  10  Caius  Cjrssr 
(Aiigusloa)  to  be  capable  of  the  ronsuUhip  Tov  m{;cov  Anrrov  /rnr  fttra ; 


4  OrattoxIrU,  Pbil)|>pica,  v.  17.481 
tf.  kfi.  Do  1.1'er  Agnxvi. »  ('ootoa  Ru|. 
Itim,  I,  3  :  4  ISrutiM,  94.  jiji  :  i1. 
AlMtMuIi'r  ab  AlitJiBiidrD,  iil.  cap.  j  aJ 

Hi). 

y  Kupra,  |>.  lie,  note. 

a  Uarroblat,  tteUmiaUa,  i.  11.  t6i. 
IjjnIiM.  Ur  .Mii.>il.ii>.  ir.  (<^.  95.  I.  «. 
KAlrmbri*.  Biinil  fi^gini,  Amiltrnitnr, 
siiil  Atiluiii«;  cf.  Dio.  xiit.  ji :  xlttL 
J8. 


»  l>e  Offdii  il.  17,59. 

*  Vf.  Draiuh  91,  ,11a. 
"  Iho.  iixtii.  fi  :   rf.  1  :  10 :    Sne- 

tiNiiai,  Vita,  ix  :  i.     PlutanJi,  Vltjh  1. 
Ti.     Vtiaj,  II.  N.  xxtii).  16. 

•  B,  C.  Iliji  icf.  88. 


'Jll]hl^  liixTiU.1 1  cT.if  I  Hr.t  t, 
TWitiw.  Dr  CMuait,  34. 

•  B.  C.  ii.  1491  cC  Dio,  shr.  r. 

<■  ti.  19. 
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the  day  of  hia  death,  March  15  Roman  March  13  Julian  B.  C. 
44,  the  interval  in  Julian  time  would  be  5G  years,  seven 
monUis,  three  days. 

and  u  he  ma  thea  in  his  aoih  jear,  this  must  imply  that  the  first  legal 
age  was  30.  Dio '  will  shev  that  the  QuRStonhip  not  the  Consulship 
was  reallj  meant  in  this  instance. 

(Scero  was  a  candidate  for  the  Qtuestorahip  U.  C.  678  B.  C.  ^6^■,  and 
qimtor  the  next  year  U.  C.  £79  B.  C.  75.  Codlequently  in  his  33d 
year  dated  from  January  3  Roman  U.  C.  648.  lliis  proves  that  30  com- 
plete at  least  was  the  legal  age  of  the  Qiuestura.  Cnsar  was  qusntor 
U.  C.  687  B.  C.  67  9 ;  when  he  would  be  in  his  34tb  year  dated  from 
July  12  Roman  U.  C.  653.  So  that  he  could  not  have  served  that  office 
io  his  proper  year;  i.  e.  as  soon  as  lie  was  eligible. 

Id  one  of  the  Panegytici  Veteres  '",  we  find  it  observed :  An  vera  quic- 
qnam  putamns  in  imperii  tui  declaratione  prseteritum,  cum  ductam  esse 
rationem  ipsomm  etism  ^'ideamus  annorum  i  cujus  quidem  rei  tanta  fuit 
cnra  majoribus  nt  non  solum  in  amplisBituis  magistratibus  adipiscendia 
«ed  in  pnetuns  qnoque  aut  ledilitatibus  capessendis  iptas  spectata  sit 
petitOTum :  nee  qnisquam  tantum  valuerit  nobilitate  vel  gratia  vel  pecunia 
qai  annoa  conutiah  lege  prescriptoe  festinatis  honorilius  occupant.  As 
Theodoaius  was  35  when  he  was  made  emperor,  this  also  imphes  that 
the  age  of  the  .^ilesfaip  at  least  must  have  been  35  or  36. 

JnliuB  Cspsar  was  elected  PnetorU.  C.691  B.  C.  63" — when  he  would 
be  in  his  39th  year.  And  this  may  imply  that  the  legal  age  of  the  Pne- 
tura  was  36  complete. 


7  xItI.  19.  S  Bnitns,  91,  31A. 

9  SoetoaiuB,  Julius,  vii :  *iii :  cf.  i. 
I.     Plstuch,  Ctttai,  T. 

10  xii.  PuBti  Theodouo  Inperatori 
dictos,  A.  D  591  :  vii.  3.  An  vpigram 
is  utaot  in  the  Graek  Anthology  which 
proves  that  41  wh  still  reckoned  to  be 


tlic  projicr  conaulu  age  ss  lftt«  as  the 
siklh  ctrntury;  Anthol.  iii.  176.  Chri- 
stodorus,  ii.    Cf.  17T.  iii. 

n  SuetoniiiH,  Julius,  siii :  xiv:  zv: 
cf.  xlvi-  Plut&ri'h,  Cteaar,  ix :  xi.  Ci- 
ctTo,  Ad  Attic,  i.  la:  xii.  11.  Dio, 
xxxix.39:44. 
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On  thf  Verification  of  the  Irrepular  Roman  Calettdar. 
Cycle  vi. 


CHAPTEE  I. 


Section  I. — IrregvUrr  Catfndar,  Oycic  vi.  1.  378  days. 
U.  C.  666  Vmt.  66s  Cftp-  f»H  ^°^i^-  B-  C.  89-88. 


L.  OiraeliuR  SuUn  (PeUv) 


KBleinliL-  Jaauarur  Dec.  1  B.  C.  89.  Nundinal  Chur.  7. 


i.  Datt  of  the  hia  in  the  Roman  Calendar,  V.  C,  COO. 

In  the  coUectioD  of  imcicnt  I^atin  nnd  Greek  inacriptioQs, 

6Mt  [lublislied  hv  Marqimnlus  Gudius   and  aftcnrards   hy 

Heiscliua',  tliere  »  one  to  the  following  effect: — 


MAONAE  .  ICiniS  .  9liaiTM 

U  .  VP8ACVV  .  M  .   !>  .  M  .  N  .  P1,AH 

OT8  .  AKDIL  .  CVKVL  .  AUDIC 

PAa^'K  .  COEKAVIT  .   CT  .  D  .  U 

lin    .    NON    .    JAKVAU    .    GN    .    PUM 

l>eiO  .  flTHAOOMK  .  ET  .  L  .  I-OR 

mo  .  CATONK  .  COti 


Thnt  is,  — 

Mn^m   IsidU  nacnim    Marcus   ITypMcus   MarcJ   fiiiiu 
Marci  nepon  Plnncus  j^dilis  CuriiUs  .-Kilibus  fnciundia  cu- 

'  Lcovar4iK,  i;,)i-    Polio.  »  I'wf  xu    No.  «. 
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mvit  et  donum  dedit  iiii  Nonas  Januarias  Gneio  Fompeio 
Strabone  et  Lucio  Porcio  Catone  Consulibus  *. 


It  is  evident  then  that  this  inscription  belongs  apparently 
to  the  consular  year  of  Pompeius  and  Cato  U.  C.  665  Varr. 
B.  C.  90—89 ;  but  whether  it  does  so  in  reality  will  appear 
more  clearly  by  and  by.  It  ia  the  earliest  testimony  extant 
to  the  performance  of  a  public  ceremony  at  Rome  in  honour 
of  the  Egyptian  goddess  Isia.  Proof  indeed  is  in  existence 
that  her  worship  had  been  introduced  into  Rome  long  before 
this  time' ;  but  there  is  nothing  to  be  met  with  any  where,  so 
fiur  as  we  know,  which  would  imply  that  she  had  yet  been 
{rablicly  recog^nized  at  Borne,  or  that  any  act  of  worship  had 
been  celebrated  to  her  there  by  public  authority.  It  ia  an 
observable  coincidence  that  the  apparent  date  of  this  inscrip- 
tion and  of  the  ceremony  recorded  upon  it,  the  consular  year 
of  Pompeius  and  Strabo,  U.  C.  665  B.  C.  90—89,  is  that  too 

*  Thin  coUectioii  of  Gudius  was  compiled  in  part  from  the  matenals 
aniasBcdby  PyrrhiuLigoriuBwhoflouTiBbedaboutA.  U.  1553;  and  whether 
the  authenticity  of  that  collection  was  to  be  implicitly  depended  on  baa 
been  made  a  question  Mnong  the  learned  in  Inscriptions.  For  the  defence 
howerer  of  Ligoriufl  and  the  vindication  of  his  authority  we  refer  to  the 
Pnefationis  Appendix  of  Hesselius.  There  must  have  been  much  in  this 
(»llectioo  (30  volumes)  which  n-as  a  genuine  relict  of  antiquity,  though 
every  thing  cont^ned  in  it  might  not  be  so. 

It  appears  to  ns  that  the  internal  evidence  of  the  inscription,  as  above 
produced,  ia  entirely  in  favour  of  its  genuineness.  Hypseus  was  a  con- 
temporary  ■omen  gentititiwn  at  Rome.  An  Hypsrous  wae  pnetor  in  the 
first  Bellnm  Servile  (that  of  Eunus  in  Sicily)  U.  C.  620  B.  C.  134.  Floras, 
iii.  19,  7.  Ldvy,  Ivi.  Diodonie,  Pr.  xxxiv.  Obsequens,  Ixxxvi.  Cf.  also  the 
Faati  Consulares,  U.  C.  639  B.  C.  135.  Valerius  Max.  ix.  v.  i  De  Superbia. 
Frondnus,  De  Aqiueductis,  162,  8.  Cicero,  De  Oratore,  i.36. 166.  Asco- 
nios.  Pro  Milone,  p.  140.  Dio,  xl.  53.  Appian,  B.  C.  ii.  34  :  B.  C.  53. 

It  is  observable  that  the  H  is  wanting  before  the  Y  in  this  name,  and 
tbat  the  Y  is  in  the  form  of  the  V :  aa  if  it  had  been  in  the  Greek  charac- 
ter, 'YnZAI02 :  and  this  too  is  a  mark  of  antiquity  and  genuineness. 
The  .£dilea,  both  curule  and  plebeian,  were  .^Editui  ex  officio  and  i^dibus 
cniandis :  cf.  Festns,  xiv.  351. 6  Plebei  ^diles :  and  i.  13.  i  ^dilis.  The 
nae  of  the  ce  too  for  the  v  in  the  word  coeravit  is  another  mark  of  antiquity 
and  of  genoineness.  Cf.  Cicero,  De  Legtbus,  iii.  3,  7  coeratores :  3, 9 
tmos,  for  uona :  4, 10  coeret :  ccerandi :  coeratore  oeaus  sit,  for  curatore 
uaus  ait,    llnd  :  Quod  <Mua  erit. 

'  Cf.  onr  Fasti  Catholiri,  Vol.  ii.  441,  note. 
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in  vhich  the  6r9t  war  of  Mitliridatea  with  the  Komans  broke 
out.  It  is  mentioned  bv  Ohsetiueiis'"  of  the  year  next  lo 
this,  the  year  of  Sulla  and  Pompeius,  U.  C.  G66  R  C.  89-88, 
that  amoug  the  prodigies  which  occurred  to  Mitliridates, 
whon  he  was  embarking  on  this  war,  ouc  was  Mtt ;  that  India 
species  visa  fulniiiie  iiclerc :  i.  c.  auemcd  to  (lisrharge  a 
thunderbolt,  no  doubt  as  if  aiming  at  the  king ;  since  this 
waa  construed  into  an  ill  omen  for  his  future  succesi  in  the 
war*.  If  this  prodigy  happened  before  the  first  overt  act  of 
hostility  committed  by  Mithridatcs,  that  of  the  occupatioa  of 
the  dominion!}  of  Nicomedes  king  of  Hithynin,  nnd  afteru-arda 
of  Proconsular  Asia  which  belonged  to  the  Komao  people; 
V.  C.  666  B.  C.  88  »  ;  it  no  doubt  preceded  the  year  of  SuUa 
0.  C  666  :  and  it  might  have  occurred  early  enough  the  year 
before  to  have  become  known  at  Itomc  in  the  courae  of  that 
year,  B.  G.  89.  Ac  the  siege  of  Rhodes  aI»o,  in  this  year  of 
Salla't  consulship  B.  ('-  88  **,  we  are  told  by  Appian  v  that  the 
engine  of  Mithridntes  employed  in  the  siege,  which  he  calls  the 
^ati^vKtj,  from  its  likeness  to  an  instrument  of  music  (of  « 
triangular  shape)  so  termed  among  the  ('reeks,  was  brought 
up  to  attack  the  city  opposite  to  a  part  where  there  was  ■ 
temple  of  Isib.  On  that  occasion  too  4}^ofjLa  r^  'lo-idos  fAo^ 
•avp  aifntvat  t:o\v  kot  airrov  ;  and  this  circumstance  is  supposed 
to  have  had  its  effect  in  inducing  him  to  rniac  the  siege: 
which  he  did  forthwith. 

It  is  therefore  a  very  possible  supposition  that  the  Romaot 
having  heard  of  something  which  was  said  to  have  happened 
iu  Asia,  just  on  the  eve  of  this  dangerous  and  critical  war, 
and  appearcil  to  iutimato  that  Isis  in  partieulur  was  dis- 
pleased at  it,  and  had  expressed  her  disapprobation  of  the 
step  which  Mithridatcs  was  taking  in  a  very  significant  man- 

*  In  like  manner  Plutiirch  mentions  a  dream  of  Sulla's,  Vita,  ist  to  wbidi 
ibe  C«|»pa()oci«n  ([oddcsi'Enw,  Z«X^i^,vUelloDa  or  Minrrrii,)  appesml  M 
hhn  to  put  a  tliuaderbult  in  bis  haads,  bidding  him  lAunch  it  at  the  head 
of  each  of  ht.t  encmie*. 


»  Appian,  BliUtfifUtica,  svii :  u — 
nili :  Inii  t  Uii  Ljry,  Uxvii :  Uitiii. 
Veil.  Pkl.  II.  tS.  PluUri!b.  »ull&,  uiv. 
Cf  CSctro,  «iii,  Pm  Ijtp:  MBnilin.  3,  7; 
f,  II.  Itialitu,  <'>m1cx  314.  p.  j^o,  16. 


131,  6.  V^.  Mu.  ix.  U.3  U«  CnidcU. 
tkiv,  Exu-niK. 

>  A|>pMin.  .Mllhridati<«,  sxii  i  >xlv- 
sxiii :  O.t.'.  i.  Iv.  I4T7,  UxTUi.  VcUeiitt 
Pjt  ii.  is. 
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ner,  might  have  been  induced  thereby  to  regard  her  in  the 
light  of  their  firiend ;  and  under  the  influence  of  that  feeling 
might  hare  directed  the  performntice  of  some  public  act  of 
womhip  at  Rome  in  honour  of  her.  Nor  could  such  an  object 
of  worship  as  the  Egyptian  lais  have  been  unknown  to  them, 
at  least  by  name ;  long  before  this  time.  The  proper  day 
however  for  an  act  of  this  kind  must  be  borrowed  from  the 
Egyptian  calendar  ;  just  as  U.  C.  550  B.  C.  304  the  proper 
day  for  a  similar  ceremony  in  honour  of  the  Phrygian  Cybele 
had  been  borrowed  from  the  Phrygian.  The  stated  ceremony 
ia  the  Egyptian  calendar  in  honour  of  Isis  was  the  Isia ;  and 
in  their  own  calendar  the  Isia  lasted  four  days :  but  we  hare 
shewn  in  our  former  work  4  that,  from  the  distinction  of  this 
common  ceremony  of  the  Isia  into  two  parts,  altogether  diflcr- 
ent  in  their  character  one  from  the  other,  none  of  these  days 
could  hare  been  borrowed  with  propriety  for  the  use  of  the 
Bomans  on  this  occasion,  but  the  fourth  or  last;  the  stated  date 
of  which  was  the  20th  of  the  third  month  of  the  Egyptian 
calendar,  the  20th  of  the  Egyptian  Athyr. 

Now  Nab.  660  the  first  of  Thoth  bore  date  Sept.  14  B.  C. 
89;  and  therefore  the  first  of  Athyr  Nov.  13:  the  17th, 
Not.  29;  the  20th,  Dec.  2.  The  Kalends  of  January  U.  C. 
666  bore  date  Dec.  1  B.  C.  89  ;  and  therefore  iv  Nonas  Jana- 
arias  bore  date  Dec.  2  ;  i.  e.  on  Athyr  20  Nab.  660,  the  fourth 
and  last  day  of  the  Egyptian  Isia  the  same  year.  This  coin- 
cidence must  do  mnch  to  demonstrate  the  genuineness  and 
authenticity  of  the  inscription  which  records  this  date,  if 
there  is  still  any  doubt  concerning  it ;  and  also  to  confirm  the 
conclusion  that  the  year  of  this  Sacrum  Isidis  was  truly  U.  C. 
666  not  665 :  and  that  Jan.  2  Roman  in  that  year  was  pur- 
posely selected  for  it  because  it  coincided  with  the  only  day 
which  could  be  properly  called  the  feastday  or  holiday  of  Isis 
in  her  own  calendar,  Athyr  20. 

It  is  no  objection  that  iv  Nonas  Jnnnarias,  Jan.  2  Roman, 
was  a  dies  poatriduanus.  We  have  already  seen  that  there 
was  reason  to  doubt  whether  the  Postridie  Nonas  in  parti- 
cular had  really  acquired -the  character  oireligioaus  by  U.  C. 
586  B.  C.  168 ' ;  but  in  any  case,  if  the  date  of  the  ceremony 

i  Fwti  Cmdiolid,  Diaa.  xiv,  cli.  iii.  sect  v.  VoL  iii.  8j.        r  Snpn,  p.  151!^  [j(L 
Cf.  >Ito  note,  page  i03. 
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in  the  present  inataiicc  vrut  tu  be  takcu  from  tiie 
flilaidar,  wliAtooercr  might  be  the  Koman  date  which 
pened  to  bo  coinciding  vitb  tbi«  E^ptian  one  for  the  tiiiw 
bcin^,  ita  oirn  character  mnst  be  considered  to  hare  been 
merged  in  tbcKgrptian.  Wlicthcr  religious  in  iti  owncalcndBr 
or  not.  it  would  be  FektUH  and  Fatutliu  for  this  time  and  for 
thin  purpose,  as  the  representative  of  the  I^ptian  date.  It 
would  be  in  fact  the  £g}-ptiao  merely  under  a  Roman 
name. 

It  i>  a  much  more  formidable  objectJOD  at  first  n|;bt  that 
iv  Nooaa  Janaarias  U.C.  GOG  Dec.  2  B.C.  89  on  this  principle, 
even  as  the  dateof  thcSacmm  Isidisin  question,  ought  to  have 
been  found  recorded  in  the  consular  year  of  Sulla  and  Pom- 
peius,  not  in  that  of  Pompt^iuH  and  Cato  ;  and  this  objection 
would  be  very  diflicult  to  gt-i  over  indeed,  could  it  be  proved 
from  testimony  of  any  kind  that  the  vousuUr  year  of  SuUa  and 
PompeiuB  did  actually  begin  on  the  Kalends  of  January  V.C. 
666,  Dec.  I  U.C  H9.  i3ut  the  coufosion  of  these  time*  in 
genera],  and  juat  about  this  point  of  time  in  particular,  was 
such,  that  nothing  ciui  i>c  considered  less  improbable  a  priori 
than  that  the  Kalends  of  Jtinuary  I'.  C.  6G6  might  actually 
hftve  arrived  and  yet  no  consuls  have  been  actually  even  then 
appointed.  The  consul  Rutilius  had  falleu  in  battle  V.  C,  6W 
as  early  as  June  II  Roman  ;  and  yet  no  consul  suffectua  waa 
appointed  in  his  stead  for  the  rest  of  that  year* :  nor  do  we 
read  of  any  in  the  room  of  Cato  the  colleague  of  Pompeiu*, 
U.  0.  665,  though  he  too  must  hare  been  killed  early  iu  th^^ 
year.  f 

The  triumph  of  this  conaul.  Pompeius  Strabo,  aa  we  hare 
already  mentioned',  was  celebrated  late  in  his  year,  l>ec.  25 
Roman  U.  C.  665,  Nov.  26  Julian  B.  C  89.  It  proves  that 
he  himself  must  have  been  at  Uorac  on  the  Kalends  of 
January  U.C.  RG6,  and  the  day  after ;  when  wo  suppose  this 
Sacrum  Isidi*  to  have  been  performed.  As  to  the  consular 
comitia  and  consular  elections  of  I'.  C  605,  all  wc  Icnow 
about  them  is  that  Sulla  is  said  to  have  left  the  scene  of 
action  among  the  Ilirpiui  and  the  Samnites  to  repur  to 
Bomc^  in  order  to  be  a  caudidnto  at  them^ ;  but  accordiog 


•  Apjitan.  BkC  i.  44. 


t  Snpn,  p.  ito. 
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to  Appian  not  until  after  the  beginning  of  winter :  Xfifiwvos 
iin6»Tos :  which  could  not  describe  an  earlier  time  in  the 
natural  year  than  the  second  week  in  November.  Nothing 
then  can  be  more  probable  than  tliat  the  consular  comitia  on 
this  occasion  were  actually  held  in  the  Roman  January  U.C. 
666*;  later  at  least  than  the  second  of  that  month  ;  in  which 
case,  there  heiag  de /ado  no  consuls  under  whom  this  Sacrum 
laiclis,  if  actually  performed  on  that  day,  could  possibly  have 
been  recorded,  but  those  of  the  preceding  yearj  this  very 
fact  of  its  being  actually  recorded  under  them,  which  at  first 
light  appears  the  most  formidable  objection  to  its  authenti- 
city, turns  out  to  be  the  strongest  ccnfirmation  of  it. 

ii.  On  the  cases  on  record  of  the  celebration  of  the  Egyptian 
Isia  at  Rome,  later  than  U.  C.  666  B.  C.  89-88. 
With  a  view  however  to  tlie  further  confirmation  of  the 
authenticity  of  the  preceding  inscription  and  of  the  Roman 
date  of  this  first  Sacrum  Isidia  performed  at  Rome  by  public 
authority,  it  will  be  worth  our  while  to  bring  together  cer- 
tain other  cases  of  the  celebration  of  the  Sacra  ^gyptia  at 
Borne,  of  later  occurrence ;  and  to  compare  the  dates  of 
these  too,  as  far  as  they  can  be  determined,  with  that  of  this 
fir»t  of  the  kind :  from  which  comparison  we  may  perhaps  be 
better  able  to  judge  whether  every  instance  of  this  kind  was 
regulated  by  one  and  the  same  rule ;  or  whether  there  was 
not  something  peculiar  to  the  first  which  does  not  appear  to 
have  held  good  of  the  rest. 

It  is  not  indeed  (from  defect  of  data)  in  our  power  to  trace 
the  history  of  the  worship  of  Isis  at  Rome,  after  this  first 
ipparent  recognition  of  it  by  authority,  from  B.  C.  89  down- 
wards. We  learn  however  from  Apuleius"  that  a  college  of 
Pastophori  (the  most  proper  name  of  the  priests  of  Isis  out  of 

*  It  niajr  be  some  argumeat  that  Siilla  was  elected  after  the  uaual  time, 
■nd  that  bis  ^ear  consequently  must  have  been  abridged  more  or  less  at 
its  beginoinfit  that  there  was  a  Merkedonius  this  year,  which  cannot  be 
diipensed  with.  It  ini({lit  liave  been  purposely  inserted  to  lengthen  the 
year.  Hie  Pontifex  Maximus  at  this  time  was  Q.  Mucius  Sctevola;  and 
he  seems  to  have  been  a  friend  of  Sulla's ;  to  have  belonged  at  least  to  the 
•sine  party  in  politics  as  Sulla  :  cf.  Veil.  Pat.  ii.  26. 

*  Futi  Catholici,  ii.  44g  notr. 
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Egypt^)  was  established  even  among  the  Roouuis,  1).  C.  81  or 
80,  with  the  sanction  of  Sulla  himself;  who  was  Rt  ttiat  time  ab- 
solute and  at  liberty  tu  du  what  he  pleased  :  and  vuiy*  {irubnbljr 
too  that  lier  oldest  temple  at  Rome,  the  temple  in  Cainpo*, 
from  which  she  derived  her  peculiar  Boman  style  and  title  of 
Regina  Canipcnsis,  was  founded  at  the  same  time.  Thi* 
temple  of  Iris  appears  to  have  been  ever  after  respected  ;  nnd 
ofleu  as  ve  read  in  subscqueut  Roman  history  of  the  demoli- 
tion of  Fana  or  ,'Edcs,  Te/4<cfo*«iro,  Ttfiur;,  Temples  or 
ChiipcU,  any  where  else  in  or  about  Rome,  nominally  sncred 
to  Ims,  there  is  no  proof  that  this  ^Edes  iu  Campo  vva  erer 
molested,  or  intended  to  be  so :  which  id  our  opinion  ia  a 
decisive  argument  that  it  had  been  erected  in  the  Hrat  tustonea 
by  autkonty. 

The  second  of  January  Roman  however  ha\ing  once  beeu 
consecrated  to  the  service  of  this  Egj-ptian  goddess  by  the 
performance  of  a  Sacrum  Publicum  to  her  upon  it ;  nothing 
could  be  more  natural  than  that  it  should  have  come  to  be 
regarded  as  her  proper  and  stated  day  iu  the  Roman  calendar. 
It  ia  notonous  that  just  the  same  kind  of  coincidence  U.C 
5&0  H.xed  and  determined  the  stiitcd  Jay  of  the  Mater  Idira, 
the  Mater  Phrygia  or  Mater  Dcum,  in  the  Roman  calendar 
to  Pridie  Idus  Apriles :  and  that  this  day  never  cc&sed  to  be 
recognized  and  treated  as  her's  from  U,  C.  550  downwards,  oa 
the  strength  of  that  coincidence.  In  this  manner  at  least  do  tbo 
common  people  of  Rome  appear  to  have  reasoned;  Tin.  that 
■January  2  in  their  calcndiir  having  been  once  devoted  to  the 
sen-ice  of  Isi-s,  and  by  authority  too,  it  was  her't  t^cr  after; 
and  it  would  be  difficult  to  prove  that  they  had  not  common 
aeuse  on  tlicir  side.  Accordingly,  when  we  come  down  to 
U.  C.  (>96  B.  C  oH,  the  considiir  yesir  of  Piso  and  Gabinius, 
we  find  a  fact  on  record,  (the  ultimate  authority  for  which 
seems  to  have  been  the  testimony  of  ^'a^ro  in  some  one  of 
his  lost  workft,)  from  which  it  may  very  probably  be  inferred 
that  down  to  this  year  at  least,  V.  C.  ()96,  the  second  of 
Jaimar}'  Roman,  in  the  popular  opinion  and  belief,  was  still 
recognized  as  the  proper  day  of  Isis  in  the  Roman  calendar; 
the  day  which  belouged  to  her,  and  was  Iwund  to  he  devoted 
to  her. 


■  Paati  Catholic^  ii,  456  ncilr. 
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I  There  Are  two  possnges  in  Tcrtullian  whictt  lead  to  tliU 
inference ;  one  in  his  Ajwlogeticus,  tlic  other  in  his  Advenui 
XatiDDes.  The  first  is  thisr :  Sernpidem  ct  Inidem  ct  Hrf- 
pocratem  com  8uo  Cynocephalo  Capitolio  prohibitos  inferri, 
id  est  curia  tleorom  pulso?,  Piso  et  Gabiuius  cousulca  imu 
utique  Christiuu  everais  etiam  aris  eorum  abdicavcnint,  tur- 
piiuu  et  otioMiruiQ  auperstitioaum  vitia  cohibeutes.  his  vos 
rcstitutis  summHm  niF^jeetateni  coutulistia.  The  aceund  ia 
tbi«» :  Ceterum  Serapena  et  Isidem  ct  Arpucrutein  rt  vViiu- 
bem  prohibitoB  Capitolio  Varro  couinicitioratr  eorumque  stn- 
luas  a  svnatu  dejcctaa  uuii  uisi  |ier  vim  popiilariuin  restructna. 
sed  t»men  et  Gabinius  consul  Kaleodis  Jiinuariis,  cum  vix 
hostins  probaret  prx  popiilAriiim  ca?ta,  quia  nihil  dc  Scrnpide 
et  Iside  oonBtituisset  (sc.  scnntcs)  potiorem  habuit  scuatua 
cetummm  qaam  impetum  vulgi,  et  aras  inititui  proliibuit. 
And  with  both  we  may  compare  the  folioviitg  of  Amobius*: 
QaidV  vo«  .l^yptiaca  uuuaiua  qmbus  Scrapie  atqiic  Isis 
e»t  nomen  non  pOHt  Pisoncm  ct  Gabiniiim  consulcs  in  nume- 
ruiu  vettroriim  rctulistis  ilcorum?  The  mcAiiing  of  which  ia 
tbat,  though  a  public  mark  of  reprobation  and  rcjcctioa  bad 
bemi  act  on  these  dirinities  in  i/iat  covmlar  year  more  particu- 
larly, the  record  of  ^vliich  etiU  remained  in  tlic  Faati,  tbey 
had  since  been  received  into  the  Pantbcou. 

In  our  opinion  these  testimonies  authorize  the  inference 
that  down  to  the  eotiHular  year  of  Piso  and  Gnbinius,  U.  C. 
GOQ,  one  day  in  the  Roman  calendar,  which  was  either  the 
Kalcodi  of  Januar}'  or  the  next  to  it,  must  have  been  still 
reco^izcd  by  the  common  people  as  aiicrcd  to  I»s.  It 
appeara  froni  them  that  she  must  have  had  altars  at  Home, 
which  the  Mcnatc  had  recently  ordered  to  be  overthrown ;  and 
which  the  people  would  have  rebuilt  on  the  Kalends  of 
January,  the  very  first  day  of  this  consular  year,  but  for  the 
firmness  of  the  consul  Gabinius  :  and  that  they  were  so  much 
iti  earueat  about  it,  and  crowded  about  him  in  such  numbers,  iu 
onler  to  carry  their  poiut  either  by  iatimidation  or  by  impor- 
tunity, that  he  could  acarcely  inspect  and  judge  of  the  Wctims 
reiiuircd  for  the  staled  aaet-ilicea  at  the  bi^iuuing  of  tlie  new 
year.     ^Vhy  wcro  the  people  so  anxious  to  have  her.  altara 

*  ▼.  19.    Apolosotictii,  6:  cf.  10.  6.  *  v.  145.     Ad  Nuimn,  L  ii. 
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rebuilt  on  tlic  first  of  January,  except  (hat  they  might 
rentiy  for  bcr  stated  Sacrum  on  the  next  day  V  There 
no  connection  bctTrcen  the  2Dd  of  Jannnry  Uoman  U.G-  608, 
and  the  Kfij-ptinu  Isia  Nnbon.  690.  The  Isia  were  faUiug 
Nov.  22-25  U.  C.  59  :  and  the  2nd  of  Jannary  11.  C.  6iMi  on 
January  29  B.  C.  6&.  And  this  latter  date  is  so  veil  ascer- 
tained in  our  caJendnr  for  the  time  that  it  is  impoaublo  it 
oould  have  been  otherwise.  If  then  the  people  were  contend- 
ing  fur  any  day  at  the  be^fiuniug  of  their  own  January,  U.C. 
696,  as  the  right  of  isia;  it  mui^t  have  been  solely  because  of 
the  connection  established  between  lai»  and  tho  second  of 
thtnr  own  January,  U.C.  65G. 

It  does  not  appear  however  that  on  this  occasion  they  car- 
ried their  point.  On  the  eontrnry  the  authority  of  the  senate, 
supported  by  the  tinnness  of  the  consul,  must  have  succeeded 
in  separating;  that  counectiou  from  this  time  forward  for  ever. 
\Vc  may  date  the  suppression  vf  the  iv  Nonas  Jnnuariftft,  as 
the  recognized  date  of  the  Sacrum  Isidis  in  the  ItoniHu  ca- 
lendar, in  this  year  U.C-  696;  but  not  the  suppression  of 
the  worship  of  Isis  herself  at  Home  :  wliich  long  surxived  this 
attempt  to  proscribe  it;  aud  in  spite  of  repeated  prohibitions 
and  checks  uiaintaLDed  its  footing  until  it  was  finally  saoo- 
tioned  by  the  cmpcrorR  themsolvea*'. 

To  proceed  then  with  our  proposed  review  of  recorded  cttses 
of  the  Isia  at  Home. 

i.  In  Dio""*  account  of  the  incidents  of  U.C.  702^,  or  rather 
of  the  end  of  U.  C  701 ,  B.  C.  53—52  ■! ;  it  is  mentioned  obiter 
that,  'Et'  i^^dui^.  just  as  the  year  was  going  out,  the  teroplca 
of  Isia  aud  Serapis  were  demobshcd  by  order  of  the  senate  : 
aiid  he  tells  ua  that  these  were  Nooi  ois  ibia  ririv  tTn-aoiiji^o ', 
the  vork  of  private  individuals:  clearly  iatending  it  to  be 
under!?tood  thereby  that,  though  both  these  Egyptian  divini- 
ties had  plenty  of  private  worshippers  at  Rome,  neither  of 
them  bad  yet  been  publicly  recognized  there;  as  they  had 
long  been  in  Diu'a  own  time.  He  docs  not  indeed  any  that 
the  Isia  had  just  been  going  on.  Vet  since  it  appears  from 
Bubsetjuent  cases  of  the  same  kind  that  the  moviDg  cause  of 
tbeac  acts  of  severity  on  the  part  of  the  seaato,  directed 


*  C(.  mir  Fa>U  Cilbolid.  ii,  4.<j.        '  »l  *1-        'sl.i. 45.46.        ■  xL  47. 
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■gainst  leis  or  Serapis  in  particular^  was  the  recent  perform- 
anoe  of  their  proper  Sacra,  in  the  city  and  before  their  eyea, 
and  by  Bomans,  (though  contrary  to  law,  and  in  their  own 
nature  highly  offensive  to  the  old  Roman  sense  of  gravity, 
decorum,  and  propriety,)  nothing  is  more  probable  than  that 
the^  had  just  been  performed  on  this  occasion.  Now  Nab. 
696  the  first  of  Thoth  bore  date  Sept.  5  B.  C.  53 :  the  first 
of  Athyr  Nov.  4:  and  therefore  the  Isia,  Nov.  20—23.  The 
Kalends  of  January  U.C.  702  (Cycle  vii.  13)  bore  date  Nov. 
24  B.C.  53:  i.  e.  the  very  day  after  the  last  day  of  the  Isia. 
Kothing  then  could  agree  more  exactly  to  Dio's  description 
of  the  time,  'Eir*  ^fo6y  rov  erovs.  Yet  it  wm  strictly  before 
the  end  of  U.  C.  701 ;  and  not  after  the  beginning  of  U.  C- 
702.  Thete  Sacra  therefore  must  have  been  celebrated  in 
CfUiformil7  to  the  Egyptian  rule ;  not  to  the  Roman. 

u.  Again  speaking  of  U.C.  706  B.  C.  4«  exeunte',  Dio 
observes:  M4\i<T<rat  iv  rip  KairtruA^  Tiapa  rdv 'H^axA^a  Ibpv- 
0i)<ra».  hrvyxave  yap  itpa  'latbi  t6t(  yiyv6p.tva-  ito^t  yvofij]  rStv 
ftatrrittv  vdin-a  avOis  tA  re  iKtlvrji  koI  ra  2,apdTnbos  refievtirfULTa 
xarao-Kfi^at :  from  which  we  learn  that,  though  demolished 
by  authority  «o  lately  as  B.C.  o3,  they  had  nevertheless  been 
rebuilt  by  B.  C.  48;  and  that  will  make  it  cease  to  appear 
any  thing  extraordinary  that,  though  the  altars  of  Isis  had  been 
publicly  thrown  down  B.C.  58,  she  had  nevertheless  not  only 
altars  but  temples  B.  C.  53. 

Nab.  701  the  first  of  Thoth  bore  date  Sept.  4  B.  C.  48 ;  the 
first  of  Athyr  Nov.  3:  the  Isia  Nov.  19—22;  the  Roman 
date  of  which  U.  0.  707  Cycle  vii.  18  was  Bridie  Kalendas 
Feb. — ^iii  Nonas  Feb.:  January  29  Roman  to  Feb.  3  Roman. 
Dio  indeed  seems  to  describe  this  as  one  of  the  events  of  the 
year  which  was  going  out,  not  of  that  which  was  coming  in ; 
but  this  kind  of  confusion  between  the  end  of  one  year  and 
the  beginning  of  another  is  nothing  unusual  at  this  period  of 
his  history :  and  in  fact,  owing  to  the  irregularity  of  the 
cslendar,  it  could  scarcely  have  been  avoided ;  for  the  Roman 
February  had  now  got  into  the  Julian  month  of  November, 
and  into  the  stated  month  of  the  Isia  in  the  Alexandrine 
calendar  of  Die's  time.     It  would  be  a  greater  difficulty  that 

m 
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}ie  nltudtnl  to  »  swarm  of  bees  about  the  sninc  time  as  then 
Kgj'ptian  sacra;  (that  is,  in  tbe  month  of  November,  B.  0. 
48;)  did  he  not  himself  supply  us  with  an  answer  to  that 
objection,  by  rolnting  the  fact  of  a  similar  phenomenon  U.  C. 
711  H.  C.  43«,  when  the  Trinmriri,  Antony,  Lepidns,  and 
Cssar  Octarianas,  had  only  just  come  to  Rome.  For  th«( 
waa  certainly  some  days  later  than  their  meeting  at  Bo- 
nonia '' ;  and  yut  the  date  of  that  according  to  Siguuius  ■  was 
V  Kalendos  Ueccmbres,  Nov.  27=25,  the  iwme  year*. 

iii.  Again,  in  the  account  of  U.  C.  726  B.  C  28,  when  Au- 
frostus  woa  both  consul  n  and  censor,  along  with  Agrippa*', 
mention  is  made  by  Dio'  of  another  prohibition  of  theae'U/iil 
KtyCvTia.—  not  indeed  absolutely,  hut  within  tbe  precincts  of 
the  city,  Ewrw  row  \\u>iti^f>(.ov :  which  implies  that  beyond  the 
Pomcerium,  (as  in  tbe  Campus  Martins,)  they  might  be,  and 
probably  were,  tolerated  t-  Tlie  context  of  Dio  seem*  to  de. 
terminc  the  time  of  this  occurrence  too  to  the  end  of  the 
year;  the  viith  consulate  of  Augustus  and  its  iugrcsft  being 
mentioned  directly  after  ">.  Tbe  Isia,  according  to  the 
Eg,vptian  rule,  IJ.  0.  28,  would  actually  be  in  course  Nov. 
14' —  1 7 :  and  it  ia  very  probable  that  these  were  meaut  iu  the 
present  instance. 

*  Dia  dates  this  swann  loc.  cit.  'Ef  rait  'AmXi^irHutif :  but  wlut  Jay 
hfl  intended  by  iliat  duif^ation  iloea  not  Appear.  I'he  Kalendi  of  Ja* 
nuaiy,  aftvr  a  certain  timr,  wnv  ibe  holiday  of  jKacuiapiua  at  Rooie:  cf. 
Supra,  Vol.  ii.  105.  xrj. 

In  the  Constantian  calmdnr,  we  have  the  NaUlo  .Csclcpi  or  /EKiilapu 
iii  Idui  S«pi«mbr«« :  and  iuacriptioiu  tcebf)'  to  the  Natale  VoUtga  .l^sco- 
lapli  al  Rome  on  tbe  6th  of  November.  Neither  of  thrac  daya  coold  have 
been  inleDiled  by  Dio  her«. 

A«  to  flworms  of  beea  late  in  th«  antumnnl  quarter,  nr  (nren  in  wint«rt 
Diu  meniions  another  case  of  th«  same  kind,  Uv.  33.  ^3,  V.  C.  743  B.  C, 
1 1 :  aft«r  the  heginning  of  winter,  whtrn  Drusuii  vm  engaged  in  military 
opemtuino  on  Ihc  nvcr  Visurni*  in  titnnany.  Ijvy,  xx't.  46,  tnentiooa  a 
awarro  of  bcca  in  the  Romin  Privtonuiii,  jimt  before  die  butlH  of  the  Ttct- 
iKMi  B.  C.  3t8 :  i.  a.  a«  it  might  be  deiDanstratcd.  at  ibe  end  of  October 
at  leatf. 

t  Cf.  xi.  ^^. 


•  ahii.  1. 

^  ilvi.  ji,  56:  rf.  «I»ii.  I — It, 

■  Supn,  Vol.  M.  iiA.  vi. 


k  iH0.1u.43t  I— 4tittii.  1. 

>  Ibid.  liii.  a. 
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IT.  Lastly,  Aagustna,  aa  he  relates ",  was  in  Sicily  U.  C. 
733,  B.C.  21,  until  the  appointment  of  the  second  consul  of 
the  year,  (M.  Lollius)  Q.  Lepidus^;  which  took  place  later 
than  usual.  And  at  this  time  Agrippa  was  recalled  from  the 
eastP;  and  married  to  Julia  4:  and  then  sent  to  Rome  to 
take  the  direction  of  affairs  at  home,  while  Augustus  pro- 
ceeded to  Greece.  This  marriage  however  having  been  cele- 
brated in  Sicily  only  after  the  return  of  Agrippa  from  Asia, 
it  was  probably  celebrated  late  in  the  summer.  Augustus 
himself,  who  left  Sicily  to  continue  his  journey  to  Asia 
when  Agrippa  returned  thence  to  Home,  did  not  actually 
proceed  to  Asia  until  the  spring '  B.  C.  20.  The  birth 
of  Cains,  Agrippa's  eldest  son  by  Julia,  the  next  year*, 
confirms  this  inference.  It  is  probable  therefore  that  he 
did  not  actiully  arrive  at  Rome  before  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber*  B.C.  21:  and  immediately  after  his  arrival  the  'leph 
AlyOwrux  are  again  alluded  to',  as  agaiu  in  the  course  of 
celebration  in  the  city.  Nab.  728  B.  C.  21  the  Isia  would  be 
so,  Nov.  12—15. 

These  examples  serve  to  prove  that  after  the  suppression 
of  the  Roman  Sacrum  in  honour  of  Isis,  and  on  the  2d  of 
January  Roman,  her  rites  were  celebrated  at  Rome  accord- 
ing to  the  Egyptian  rule ;  and  the  days  observed  for  that 
purpose  were  borrowed  from  the  Egyptian  calendar.  We 
shewed  too  in  our  former  work^  that  even  the  Roman  Isia, 
properly  so  called,  October  28 — 31,  were  taken  from  their 
proper  date  in  the  Egyptian  calendar,  A.  D.  41.  We  may 
infer  then  that  what  was  done  in  every  other  instance  of  this 
lund  would  be  done  in  the  first  of  all ;  and  therefore  that  the 
Koman  date  of  the  Sacrum,  iv  Non.  Januariaa  U.  C.  666, 
must  have  been  fixed  upon  for  that  purpose  because  it  coin- 
cided with  one  of  the  stated  days  of  the  Isia  iu  the  Egyptian 
calendar  of  the  time  being ;  the  only  one  which  the  Romans 
could  transfer  with  propriety  to  their  own :  Athyr  20  Nab, 
660.  And  that  if  true  is  a  very  decisive  proof  of  the  truth  of 
our  Roman  calendar,  U.  C.  666. 

■  Ibid.  IIt.  6.  I.  "  liv.  7.  tations  on  the  Prindplei,  He  i.  493  : 

r  C£  ISL  3a.  30  B.C.  33.     Velleini  111363.384:  ir.  8  :  sod  tlie  CcnoU- 

Pat.  ii.  93.  phium  Pinuium. 
i  lir.  6.  II.            '  Ibid.  7.  •  liv.  6. 

•  Ibid.  8 1   c£  6.    AUo  onr  Diaaer.         <■  Futi  CatlioUd,  ii.  453. 
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iij.  On  the  date  of  the  incident  in  the  theatre  at  Perffamm 
B.  C.  88. 

It  is  recorded  by  Plutflrcit"'  of  this  consular  jear,  17.  C. 
066,  that  voincthiiig  occurred  in  tlie  tlientre  at  Pergamiu, 
vheD  Mithridates  whs  there,  which  is  calculated  to  illtutrale 
not  only  our  Koinan  calendar.  B.  C.  88,  but  our  Macedo- 
Ilclleiiic  oiic^  also. 

Sulla  did  not  set  out  frtjm  Italy  this  ytwr  to  assume  the 
command  in  the  war  with  Mitbridates  until  the  oomitin  of 
the  year  had  been  held  and  the  consuls  of  the  next  year  fand 
been  appointed :  Cousulibus  ordinatis  in  futiirum  annum  Cn. 
Octouo  ct  L.  Comclio  Ciuna  ad  Asiam  profectus  esti.  Tlieae 
were  tbc  consuls  of  U.  C.  667  B.C.  87.  And  though  the 
oouf^iun  of  the  times  was  such  that  the  comitla  ofU.  C. 
66fl  could  scarcely  hare  been  held  in  all  respects  conformably 
to  rule ;  yet,  if  they  were  over  de  facto  before  the  time  when 
Sulla  actually  set  out  to  cross  the  sea,  tliev  could  not  have 
been  held  later  tliDii  the  month  of  September  B.  C.  88. 

Now  according  to  Plutarch"  at  the  very  time  when  Salla 
«aa  thus  erosBing  the  sea  Mithndates  wae  at  Pei^mus! 
'Two  ras  iffitpat  iKtlx/ai  tv  alt  &  SilAAaj  Offo  rijs  'TraAuK  iitim 
tAv  OT^oi:  And  while  he  was  still  there,  on  some  occasion 
when  both  he  and  the  people  were  assembled  iu  the  theat 
in  order  to  pay  him  a  coniplimcut,  and  to  flatter  his  hopes 
success  in  the  war  on  which  he  had  just  embarked,  thc^r  bad 
prepared  an  image  of  Victory,  (as  we  understand  Plutarch's 
description  of  the  scene,)  with  a  chaplct  or  crown  on  its 
head  i  which  by  means  of  some  mechauical  coutiivance  it 
wan  to  have  taken  nlf  itself  and  to  have  put  on  the  head  of 
the  king:  jiiKtcRd  whereof,  through  some  failure  iu  the  nppa- 
rstus  contrived  for  the  purpose  or  some  mismanagement 
which  has  ni>t  been  explained,  it  happfnc^l  that  the  image  fell 
to  pieces  'Oiroi'  oSiru  rffs  xc^MiA^r  liniiiabovrav,...Kal  r^  aH- 
^ai'ov  iKvttrovra  xarh  rov  Stirpov  i^ipraOai  \ifjLaCe  iiaBpwrSftt- 
vot;  &mt  if>pUiiu  ftiv  r^  Ai}^  idvtttav  ii  iro^qr  Mi0/>(A(iT 
tiapatn^tti: 

We  consider  it  c-xtrcmely  probable  ^in  fact  almost  morally 

«  SulU,  Bt  *  Cr  FmU  C*t)ialid,  i.  59A.  Dim.  vii.  cIl  v.  mcI.  ifi. 

f  Butro|tiiu,  (.  J.     i't  lirj,  lixvii.     I>>q,  ctrii.  x. 
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certain)  that  this  incident  must  have  happened  on  the  new 
year's  day  at  Pergamua,  which  was  one  of  the  times  of  a 
public  meeting  in  the  theatre;  as  we  may  perhaps  have  an 
opportunity  of  shewing  more  fully  hereafter*.  Now  the  new 
year's  day  at  Pergamos,  by  the  Macedo- Hellenic  lunar  calen- 
dar of  the  time.  Period  iii.  67  B.  C.  88,  was  Sept.  22 ;  only 
two  or  three  days  before  the  autumnal  equinox :  at  which 
time  or  just  before  it  Sulla  might  well  have  been  crossing  the 
sea  from  Italy  to  Greece. 

Section  II. — Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  vi.  3.  378  days. 

U.  C.  668  Varr.  U.  C.  667  Cap.  U.  C.  665  Polyb.  B.  C.  87-86. 


L.  Cornelius  Cinna  ii 
C.  Marius  vii. 


Kalende  Januaiue  Dec.  4  B.  C.  87.  Nundinal  Char.  2. 


i.  On  the  date  of  the  death  of  Mariua. 

The  first  event  of  this  year  was  the  death  of  Marios,  soon 
after  the  ingress  of  his  seventh  consulate,  the  Kalends  of 
Jannaiy  U.  C.  668  Dec.  4  B.  C.  87 :  on  which  day  Sextus 
Licinias  was  thrown  by  his  orders  down  the  Tarpeian  rock*. 

He  died»  according  to  VeUeius  Paterculua*,  Initio  consula- 
tna :  according  to  Appian'',  Tou  Trpurov  ^T^vifE :  according  to 
Plutarch*^,  '}ifi4pas  iirraKO^tKa  t^s  i^botiTfi  vTrarcia?  iiTiKa^i}v, 
January  17  Roman  :  according  to  the  Epitome  of  lAvy^,  and 
Florus,  Idibus  Januariis,  January  13  Roman ;  the  former 
December  20  B.  C.  87  the  latter  December  16. 

It  is  singular  that  there  should  be  such  a  difference  of 
statement  respecting  the  date  of  an  event  which  was  hkely  to 
be  so  well  known  and  remembered  as  this.  We  will  observe 
only  that,  as  the  character  of  the  year  was  2,  January  10  and 
18  (Roman)  were  both  Nundinal.    Now  &omwfaat  Plutarch* 

*  Of.  oar  DiuertRtJona  on  the  Principles  and  Arrangements  of  an  Har- 
mony of  the  Gospela,  iv.  153  note.  App.  Diss.  xix. 

*  liry,  Uxx.    Plutarch,  MariuB,  zIt.  ■>  B.  C.  i.  75. 
Dio,  czx.                                                            c  M«riiu,  ^n. 

■  ii.  S3.     CfuQrcniiu,  v.  19.  d  Izxx.  noma,  iii.  11,  17. 
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lias  leiV  ou  record  it  mny  be  inferred  cither  that  the  last  UU 
iie»»  of  Muriua  conliuuetl  scvcq  dnya,  or  that  tltc  Mime  seven 
days  of  Ills  ]ife  not  long  before  hia  dcnth  were  {Msscd  in  n 
constant  carousal,  a  continued  indulgence  in  the  pleasure*  of 
the  table.  The  former  appears  to  be  whut  he  really  intended 
to  say :  for  he  tells  us  hiuiself  that  Maxius  died  of  a  pleurisy 
(N(fa-os  rXcv/)int);  and  that  ncixii-diug  to  the  hi»tonaD  Piso  (a 
contempomry)  he  was  seven  days  confined  to  liis  bed,  before 
bis  death.  Velleius  Hnterculus  also  implies  that  be  sauk  at 
last  under  some  illness  or  other,  morba  opirressiu ;  and  I'lu- 
tarch  has  leH:  it  on  record  that  Posidoniua  of  Uhodes"  had  an 
interview  irith  him  on  public  business,  vhitc  be  was  lying  ill 
on  this  Inst  occasion.  There  can  be  no  doubt  then  that  hi* 
death  was  preceded  by  an  illueiis,  and  of  greater  or  less 
duration. 

And  yet  it  may  be  inferred  from  Plutarch  himself  that 
ovcu  this  ilhtess  was  brought  on  by  his  giving  himself  up  £it 
itouAi  Ka\  fKl?&s  aaftuvs ;  the  object  of  wbich  was  to  drowa 
the  unensincss  which  be  could  not  but  feel  under  the  thought 
of  the  return  of  Sulta,  and  of  the  contest  which  he  shouH 
have  to  wage  with  him  at  last.  Ho  might  have  adopted  this 
UGW  course  of  life  on  the  3rd  of  January  Roman,  tlw  day 
after  the  Xundinal  day,  (the  2nd,)  and  might  have  pemiitleci 
in  it  seven  days;  and  Iiis  U»t  itlacM  in  that  case  minit  have 
seised  him  on  the  tenth  of  the  mouth,  and  have  carried  liitn 
off  on  the  fourth  day  after,  if  he  really  died  ou  the  Ide»,  or, 
(as  we  are  much  mure  iueliued  to  believe,)  on  the  viyhth  day 
after  ;  the  17th  of  January  Komau,  December  20  Julian 
B.  C.  S7*. 

•  The  proscription*  which  mmrd  on  tbo  Trtom  of  Mnritui  to  Riim«,  «t 
the  bcginainK  of  the  year,  according  to  Flurxis  (iii.  ar,  17)  came  bettvven 
ifac  Kidciidi  and  tho  Iden  of  January:  aod  according  to  Dio,  [Fr.  utx,  a) 
ibey  iMtcd  live  dat/i  and  6ve  nightt.  The  mention  of  mights  as  well  at 
dajft  in  connectiAn  witli  this  fact  is  probaljl]'  •Ifcnificanl.  The  tnoon  was 
tt  ibe  full  Dec.  jo  8.  C.  87,  Jan.  17  Roman  U.  C.  668.  If  th««  prowrip- 
tioUH  bcfsn^  dayv  before  the  Ides,  (i.e.  on  Jan.  8  Roman.)  thiy  be- 
gan l)fic.  1 1  Julian  ;  i,  t.  in  ibc  second  quarter  of  thia  moon :  at  a  titno 
contequently  whra  Iharv  would  be  more  and  more  light  ftvfry  night  up  to 
th«  fuU.     Perhaps  tba  orifin  of  the  iD)s>ui«m«nt  of  the  Epitomsiar  of 


*  Cr.««r  Fmij  CailioJki,  il.4}3  note. 


*  Vlu,  xl*.    Ct  Oiwtal,  r.  If. 
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ii.  Ok  the  date  of  the  capture  of  Athens  by  SuUa. 

The  next  erent  of  this  consular  year,  vhich  la  calculated  to 
illustrate  and  confirm  our  calendar,  is  that  of  the  capture  of 
Atfaeaa  by  Sulla. 

Concerning  the  year  of  this  event  there  can  be  no  ques- 
tion'. Stdia  indeed,  as  we  have  seen,  must  have  set  out  on 
his  expedition  to  Greece  in  B.  C.  ^,  and  not  long  before 
Sept.  32  that  year.  But  the  siege  of  Athena  could  not  have 
begun  before  the  spring  of  B.  C.  87.  It  is  reckoned  by 
AppianS  not  quite  three  years  from  the  time  when  Sulla 
aasnmed  the  command  in  Greece  and  began  offensive  opera- 
tions there  by  laying  siege  to  Athens,  down  to  that  of  the 
pacification  conclnded  between  him  and  Mithridates :  and,  as 
that  was  certainly  uot  much  earlier  than  the  spring  of  B.  C. 
84,  these  three  years  preceding  it  cannot  be  reckoned  from  a 
later  point  of  time  than  the  spring,  B.  C.  87.  And  in  this 
.statement  he  is  virtually  confirmed  by  Yelleius  Patercolus'*. 

Th/b  siege  then  having  been  begun  in  the  spring  of  B.  C. 
87',  the  first  winter  mentioned  after  its  commencement  i' 
must  have  been  that  of  B.C.  87-86.  And  this  also  was  the 
time  when  Lncullns  was  despatched  by  Sulla  to  rdae  a  fleet 
of  ships  at  Alexandria  in  Egypti^,  or  elsewhere.  This  mis- 
mon  of  Lucullus  is  dated  by  Plutarch'  'Ev  dx/i^  x^'H^*"*^- 
and  it  appears  from  the  context  of  his  narrative  that,  while  he 
iras  engaged  upon  it,  Sulla  and  the  army  were  encamped 
mib  peUibut  under  the  walls  of  Athens.  This  too  muat  have 
been  the  time  and  the  occasion  at  which  and  on  which 
Locullus,  at  the  request  of  the  people  of  Cyrene,  le^slated 
for  them;  i,  e.  gave  them  a  constitution"*:  B.C.  87-86. 
Nor  did  he  actually  join  Sulla  again  until  the  latter  was  pre- 
paring to  pass  into  Asia° :  and  meanwhile  mention  is  made 

laTji  that  MsriuB  died  od  the  Ides,  might  be  this  fact;  that  the  proacrip- 
tions  termimattd  od  the  Idee ;  for  it  might  be  supposed  that  they  could 
bavs  heen  itopped  for  the  time  only  by  the  death  of  Marius  himaelf, 

'  Cf.  Uvy,  Izxx-lxxxiii.     Veil.  Pat.  demica,  n.  i,  i  i  4,  i. 

ii  17-19.33.  ■<)  Lnctillus,  ii.     Cf.  Jowphns,  Ant 

K  B.  C.  i.  7&  75.               ^  ii,  34.  Jnd.  ziv.  tU.  3.     Alto  our  Pntego- 

'  Appimn,  Alitlmdstica,  30.  mena,  pag.  iqfi.  cap.  iii. 

*  Ixni.  53.  ■  Appian,  Mitbridatic*,  ji.  56.  Flu- 

'  Lncullu,  it        Cf.  Cicero,  Aca-  tarch,  LacuUiu,  iii.  iv.   Snlla,  xiir. 
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of  another  winter,  pnased  by  Su1U  m  Thesudy";  which  mu*t 
have  been  that  of  B.  C.  b6-H5 :  it  is  Doticcd  aUo  in  the  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  of  Lucullua  whilo  he  wm  nbbcot ; 
and  that  too  must  dctermiue  tt  to  B.C.  86-8d.  Athea»  had 
been  taken  befure  c%'en  tho  former  of  those  alluuoiu  to  that 
season  of  the  year  in  particuhir  apix^urs^.  Tbero  cau  be 
no  doubt  then  that  the  rear  of  its  capture  must  have  been 
B.C.  86. 

Xow  the  Roman  date  of  the  day  of  the  month  on  which  it 
WM  taken  baa  been  preserved  by  Plutarch,  from  the  meiuuin 
or  commentaries  ('T7ioMJ''iM«'"o)  of  Sulla  himself* :  'EAeu-  W 
ris  'Atfiji'os  ai-Toi  (Pijviv  ii'  Toiv'Timiur^am  Mafrian  KaXardaif, 

iv  cjS  Kara  rvxt*'  vtio firri^iar a  vuAAu  Toi  dm  riip  im^ififtiar  dkiffpav 
tiaX  T^t  ipBopat  ckcu'ij;  bpiacnv,  us  Ttjre  Ktd  ntpl  roi'  xpomv  iittTvov 
fiAXurra  rov  KaraKAxurtiov  avfJiVta^VTOsP- 

It  would  he  a  mistake  to  infer  from  this  passage  that  the 
Kalends  of  the  Roman  March  and  the  first  of  the  Attic  An- 
tbesterion  coincided  on  this  occasion ;  or  had  been  histo- 
rically recorded  to  have  done  bo.  No  such  coincidence  is 
uaerted  by  it.  A  general  agreement  between  the  Kaieudv 
of  March  and  the  first  of  Anlhesterion  it  doeii  iudeetl  assert; 
but  we  hope  to  shew  hereafter  that  this  is  to  be  explaiuod  by 
the  state  of  the  cnito  in  Plutarch's  time,  and  by  the  relation 
prerntling  de  facto  between  the  Brat  of  the  Roman  March  and 
the  first  of  the  Attic  Anthesterion,  when  he  was  writing. 

The  observation,  subjoined  on  the  coincidence  between  this 
capture  of  Athens  by  Sulla  on  the  Kaleuds  of  March  and 
the  ceremonies  still  kept  up  at  Athens  in  tho  month  AntfaO' 
sterion  in  memory  of  the  flood  of  Deucalion,  might  appear 
at  first  sight  to  be  very  irrelevant  to  the  occasion  itself  which 
produced  it.     For  what  counectiou  would  there  seem  to  have 

*  In  uii  books,  cf.  Sulk.  xiv.  xi-ii.  xxx\u.  'ITicy  wtrc  oddreaied  t« 
LucuUiu,  (LacuUus.  i.  iv.  ixiii):  and  wero  finished  onljr  two  days  before 
the  death  of  SuUa  himuif  (Sulla,  xxxvii) :  ami  yd  ancMdinf;  to  Siutoniut 
(De  [llufltribus  Gnitnnialictfl,  ui.  a)  ibe  kM  book  was  completed  hj  Cor* 
BcliuB  Epicedius,  a  freedman  of  Sulla's. 


>■  flppUa,  tte,  \oc,  alt, 

'  Appun.  ftlithridatka,  30-J9-  Vf. 
nntarcL,  Sa)U,  xii-iJ* :  XT-nl  1  De 
OamlJtate,  *U.    Vtlltiiu  Ht.  ii.  13. 


Ploni.  iii.  5,  9.  to.    A..  OaUina,  zr.  i. 
Rutf^ioa,  V.  4.     Orosin*,  ii.  t.     8«i- 

*  SnUs,  lir. 
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been  between  the  days  or  the  ceremonies  obaerred  at  Athena 
in  memoiy  <^  that  flood,  and  this  capture  of  Athens  by 
Sulla?  Bat  the  truth  is,  the  observation  had  a  meaning ; 
and,  for  the  illustration  both  of  the  Roman  and  of  the  Attic 
calendar  of  the  time,  a  very  important  meaning. 

These  days  in  the  Attic  month  Anthesterion,  devoted  to 
the  commemoration  of  the  catastrophe  in  question,  were  the 
Miapai  ^fUpaty  of  vrhich  vre  have  already  given  a  sufficient 
account 4.  They  were  seven  in  number;  and  their  stated 
date  in  the  calendar  was  from  the  13th  of  Anthesterion  in- 
dnsive  to  the  19th  inclusive.  Now,  by  a  remarkable  coin- 
dence,  the  Kalends  of  March  U.  C.  668  in  the  Roman  ca- 
lendar>  and  the  second  of  these  Miapai  fm^pat  the  14th  of 
Anthesterion  in  the  Attic  calendar,  (Period  v.  42,)  both  met 
together  in  the  Julian  February  22  B.  C.  86.  This  was  a 
■triking  coincidence.  The  capture  of  Athens  on  that  day, 
followed  by  such  serious  consequences  to  the  city  and  its  in- 
habitants, (on  the  second  and  probably  the  worst  of  these 
detestable  days,  the  first  at  least  after  the  annual  festivity  of 
the  Antheateria,  including  the  K6ts  and  the  Xikpot,)  could  not 
&il  to  make  it  appear  so ;  and  to  fix  it  in  the  memory  of  the 
Athenians,  and  to  cause  it  to  be  carefully  handed  down  to 
posterity. 

But  even  this  is  not  the  sum  total  of  the  coincidence.  It 
may  be  collected  from  Plutarch's  account  of  the  circum- 
stances which  preceded  the  capture '  that  both  the  night  be- 
fore, and  the  night  after,  the  Roman  day  of  the  capture,  the 
Kalends  of  March,  were  moonlight :  Airbs  fie  S^Wa;  rh  fxrrofii 
T^  IleipaVK^ff  infXjjs  Koi  njs  lepS?  Karoo-icd^as  koI  avvoiiaKiivas 
vtpl  fjUaas  wJicras  iir^Xavpf  <^piK«8)js :  and  this  being  the  pre- 
lude of  all  which  followed,  (the  sack  of  the  city  and  the  mas- 
sacre of  the  inhabitants,]  it  ia  properly  the  actual  date  of  the 
capture :  the  first  of  the  Roman  March,  U.  C.  668,  reckoned 
according  to  the  Roman  rule  from  midnight. 

The  time  thus  selected  for  the  actual  occupation  of  the 
city  and  the  commencement  of  the  work  of  destruction  is 
remarkable :  and  though  Plutarch  has  not  explained  it,  our 
calendars  (both  the  Attic  and  the  Roman)  are  competent  to 

*  Dim.  IT.  ch.  t.  lect.  ziit.  Vol.  i.  414  note.  ^  ziv. 
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do  BO.  The  1-Uh  of  Anthetterion  dat«d  irom  midtught, 
the  ori^iual  scheme  of  the  Metouic  calendar,  vrheu  it  « 
truu  to  the  uioou,  it  is  evident  must  huve  coincided  with  the 
fuU  of  the  moou ;  bat,  at  this  period  in  the  history  of  the 
Metoiiic  corrcctioii  at  Athens,  it  nas  iu  reality  tiro  or  six 
days  in  excess  of  tho  moou  :  and  the  Mth  of  Authesterion, 
instead  of  coinciding  with  the  hiiinr  14tb  at  Utis  lima,  las 
in  rcoUty  coinciding  with  the  lunar  l^h  or  20th.  The  moon 
*a»  actually  new  Feb.  3  at  0.30  a.  m.  Paris,  B.  C.  86;  and 
therefore  19  dayi<  old  exactly  at  midnight  Feb.  22,  Antheste- 
riou  14,  March  1  Roman,  this  year.  It  would  consequently 
rise  somewhat  before  midnight ;  oertninly  not  later  than 
midnight,  Feh.  22.  It  is  mauife^it  therefore  that,  in  makiii 
choice  of  midnight  fur  the  actual  iuvasiuu  of  the  city,  Sulla 
was  purposely  fixing  ou  a  time  when  he  would  hare  tho  ad- 
r&ntage  of  moonlight  for  the  rest  of  the  night.  And  it  miut 
be  admitted  tliat  this  coincidence  is  a  great  confirmation  of 
both  our  calendars. 

Aristio  tlie  tyrant  of  Athens,  under  whom  it  had  maintained 
so  long  and  obstinate  a  resistance,  (from  the  spring  of  B.C. 
87  to  this  time  It.  C.  86,)  on  the  capture  of  the  rest  of  the 
city  took  refuge  in  the  Acropolis ;  and  Sulla's  legate,  Curio, 
was  left  to  besiege  him  there,  while  .SuUa  hiiuself.  soon  after 
the  capture,  marched  to  iJceotia,  to  encounter  Taxihts  nnd 
Archelaus  thu  generals  of  Mithridatcs.  Plutarch  snys  be 
held  out  in  that  situation  Xpivov . .  ov\v6v^;  and  that  he  wu 
compelled  to  surrender  himself  at  last  only  from  want  of^H 
water:  and  yet  so  critically  before  a  change  of  the  weatliof^H 
thatj  on  the  yery  day  and  almost  at  the  very  hour  when  Curio 
brought  him  down  from  the  citadel  as  a  prisoner,  there  came 
on  a  copious  shower  of  rain  which  would  hare  reHcved  his 
precxi.iting  necessity.  The  precise  time  of  this  surrender  is 
left  to  conjecture.  For  the  climate  of  Attica  however  it  is 
manifest  that  there  might  have  been  a  conLinuanco  of  dry 
weather  iu  April  or  May,  and  yet  there  might  be  an  aocideatiil 
fall  of  rain  too  *. 

*  li  \tt  Hiinli  uliik  to  coRipure  with  tbe  aliore  iccount  of  tbc  csptore  of 
AUienii  occordiDg  to  qui  other  autboriuet  ibsi  of  Psiiuaias  in  psntcular. 


•lMll%ltr.islli.  Ce.Apllton,MtttarUstia^58.S9•  IXo.ces1ti  cudsdzxILs.,] 
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V.  C.  670  Van-.  669  Cap.  667  Polyb.  B.  C.  85—84. 

Cn.  Papirius  Carbo  ii 
L.  Cornelius  Cinna  iv. 


Kaleodc  Jaonarue  Dec.  38  B.  C.  85.  Nundinal  Char.  7. 


On  the  date  of  the  Comitia  Gonsuli  subrc^ando,  U.  C.  670. 

This  year  was  the  second  of  those  two,  U.  C.  669  and  U.  C. 
670,  for  vhich  Cinna  and  Carbo  continued  themselres  in 
possession  of  the  consulate  ^ 

Cinna  howcTer  vas  killed  in  a  mutiny  of  his  soldiers  early 
in  the  spring  of  this  year;  and  the  comitia  Conmdi  aubrogandOf 
proposed  by  Carbo,  having  been  twice  interrupted,  (and  on 
the  second  occasion  by  the  fall  of  a  thunderbolt  'Bs  to  r^s 
ScXifpi)s  KaX  TO  T$>  A^^ijrpos  Updv,)  Appian  tells  us^  it  was  or- 
dered by  the  soothsayers  that  the  election  of  a  successor  to 
Ginna  should  be  postponed  until  after  the  summer  solstice ; 
*Tir)p  rite  Btpu/hs  rpmrhs  htfrtdtPTo  rhs  xeiporovCat :  the  conse- 
quence of  which  was  that  no  successor  was  appointed  at  all : 
ConnUatom  Carbo  solus  gessit*. 

i.  XX.  4.  According  to  him  it  was  taken  00  the  same  day  on  which  Sulla's 
vielorf  over  Iknlu  waa  won :  00  mnch  bo  that  Tpirji  (H)  vtrnpov  ^fitipf 
Tou  'Pmfiatou  ifXAn>  nr*  afufi6r*pa  ri  trrpaT6jrtha  Syy*koi,  ZvXXp  fiip  i»s 
*AApaiou  tin  ^^V  '(iXmc^)  Tvtr  hi  'ABifvas  inkiopKqiriuTt  To^iXof  KtKpar^ 
«Au  it^(B  mp\  Xatptavtiav.  Cf.  Plutarch,  Sulla,  xv — xxi.  Appian,  Mi- 
thridadca.  40 — 45.  Vellnua  Pat.  ii.  33.  EutropiuB,  t.  4.  Orosius,  vi.  2. 
Phodoa,  Codex  334.  p.  331 . 1.  34—  38.  If  anjr  auch  coincidence  really  hap- 
pened, it  miut  have  been  tkiM;  viz.  that  tlie  news  of  the  capture  of  the 
Acropolis  was  received  at  the  same  time  in  Btxotia  as  that  of  the  battle  at 
Athens.  Paosanias  is  so  &r  consiatent  with  himself  as  to  suppose  that 
Solla  ntomed  to  Athens,  after  he  received  this  news  of  its  being  taken ; 
and  then  treated  it  in  the  manner  in  which  he  was  known  to  have  done,  as 
a  conquered  cHy :  putting  every  tenth  man  in  it  to  death.  And  among 
those  so  treated  he  includes  Aristio,  whom  he  represents  as  having  previ- 
oualy  taksn  refuge  in  the  temple  of  Minerva,  i.  xx.  ad  jCn.  And  yet,  ac- 
cording  to  our  other  accounts,  Aristio  was  put  to  death  two  years  after- 
wards^ and  even  then  was  made  away  with  by  poison. 

t  livy,  IxxxiiL  Ap|Man,  B.  C.  i.  1$.  77.  83.  n  1.  78.         w  Livj,  Innii. 

VfIMiu  Fat.  ii.  34. 


!B6      On  the  Verijicatwn  of  the  Rontaa  Caicndar.     dim.  x 

The  term  or  ■spodtofiia  prescribed,  for  tlie  siispensioa  of  Uu! 
oomitia  mcannhilc  aud  for  tlicir  cotuumoifttioa  at  lust,  is  re- 
markable.   The  questiou  is  first  What  nc  are  to  8ti[)[ic»o  wu 
intended  in  this  instance  by  the  summer  solstice?   The  mean 
summer  solstice  at  this  time  was  falling  on  June  24;  and 
the  true  on  June  25.     But  these  soothsayers  were  no  doubt 
Etrtirians;  and  the  Etruriima,  as  we  liave  seen",  had  a  tro* 
picul  sphere  of  their  own,  in  which  thnac  natural  terms, 
vernal  equinox,  the  summer  solstice,  and  the  other  two,  w 
defined  by  a  peculiar  rule :  and  were  laid  down  in  the  eleveotli 
degrees  of  the  sphere  of  Mazxaroth,  or  dxed  sphere,  peculiar 
to  them  also.     The  prodigy  wbich  had  just  occurred,  to  io- 
terrupt  the  comitia  in  the  second  instance,  iras  one  w 
directly  concerned  the  principles  of  their  own  science,  (t 
interpretation  of  portents  in  which  the  instrumental  meaiu 
vere  such  things  as  thunder  or  lightning).    It  has  been 
from  the  testimony  of  Cato  Do  Up  Rustics  v,  that  the  origin 
divisions  uf  the  tropicsl  sphere  of  the  Ktrurians  in  the  iixod 
apliere  were  still  recognixed  even  in  his  time;  only  that 
were  then  falling  one  day  earlier  than  they  liad  done  at  fir 
the  vcrual  equinox  on  April  3,  the  summer  solstice  on  J 
Ar,  and  the  other  two  ui  the  same  proportion.    In  our  opinion 
the  only  summer  solstitial  term  which  the  Etrurian  sooth- 
sayers, in  a  ease  like  this,  could  be  supposed  to  have  had  in 
Tiewj  would  be  July  4 ;  and  we  shall  probably  best  explain 
their  dinretion,  if  wc  may  suppose  that  the  comitia  when  in- 
temipted  on  the  second  occasion,  and  by  the  fall  of  lightni 
in  question,  were  going  on  upon  April  4:  the  day  after 
stated  date  of  the  vernal  equinox  in  the  Etruri.in  sphere 
this  time  April  3:    and  that  the  soothsAvers  took  occasion 
from  that  coincidence,  and  from  the  suspension  to  which  the 
comitia  necessarily  became:  liable  on  that  account  only,  to 
order  that  they  shoulil  nut  be  resumed  and  completed  until 
the  same  time  after  tho  summer  solstice :  that  is,  until  the 
day  after  July  4,  July  5.     Consequently  that  they  should  be 
suspended  aud  kept  in  abeyance  just  one  quarter  of  the  y 
according  to  their  own  diriidon  of  the  sphere :  and  then 
resumed  and  completed,  aa  if  they  had  never  l>ccn  int 


iu^ 


*  DIm.  xt  ch.  v.  Md.  viii.  Vol.  ii.  491.     r  Diu.  r«.  cb  L  mis.  iU.  miin,  p.  ly^ 
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mpted.  This  appears  to  us  to  be  the  true  explanation  of 
their  answer;  and  it  must  be  admitted  to  be  such  aa  would 
be  entirely  consistent  with  the  principles  of  tbeir  system. 
April  4  B.  C.  84  corresponded  to  iv  Idus  Apriles  U.  C.  670 ; 
and  Jnly  S  to  iii  Idus  Quinctilea. 

Sbction  IV. — Irregular  Calend€tr,  Cycle  vi.  6.  378  daya. 
U.  C.  671  Varr.  670  Cap.  668  Polyb.  B.  C.  84-83. 


L.  CoraeliuB  Scipio  AsiaticuB 
C.  Norbanus. 


Kalends  JaDuarue  December  18  B.  C.  84.  Nundinal  Char.  4. 


L  On  the  date  0/  the  return  of  SuUa,  and  0/  the  burning  of  the 
Capitol,  V.C.67-i. 
We  hare  already  observed  *  that,  between  the  commence- 
ment of  the  siege  of  Athens  B.  C.  87  and  the  march  of  Sulla 
into  Asia,  there  was  evidence  in  the  contemporary  accounts 
of  ttpo  winters ;  one  that  of  B.  C.  87-86,  the  other  that  of 
B.C.  86-86.  The  year  then  of  bis  march  into  Asia  must 
have  been  B.C.  85.  It  appears  from  Appian  and  Livy*  that 
B.  C.  85  he  was  employed  in  Thrace,  against  the  barbarians 
there.  Tacitus  incidentally  supplies  the  proof  of  another 
winter^;  which  must  hare  been  passed  in  Asia'^,  and  must 
have  been  that  of  B.  C.  85-84.  And  after  this  winter  he  was 
some  time  at  Ephesus  in  Asia  Minor  ^ ;  and  from  Ephesus 
he  put  to  sea  at  last  on  his  return  to  Italy  '^ :  sailing  first  of 
all  to  the  Fineus  at  Athens  ;  where  he  arrived  in  three  days' 
time.  That  this  was  in  B.  C.  84,  and  before  the  stated  date 
of  the  mysteries  that  year,  (that  is  before  the  end  of  Septem- 
ber,) we  may  possibly  have  an  opportunity  of  shewing  more 
at  lai^  on  a  future  occasion.  Sulla  was  initiated  at  these 
mysteries ;  and  he  was  still  at  Athens  as  late  as  the  Dionysia 
also  next  in  course  ^ :  that  is,  as  February  or  March,  B.  C.  83. 

*  Supra,  161.  *  Cr.  Appiui,  Mithridatica,  56.  Flii> 

>   Appian,    Mithridatica,   gi  i    55  :  tarch,  Snlla,  xziv  :  zxt. 

|6.     Cf.  PlnUreh,   Sulla,   xsii  i  xxiii.  '  Cf.  Appian,  MithriiUtica,  61  :  Pln- 

Dio,  Fragm.  dzxiii.  i.     Ltvy,  Uxxiii.  tarch,  Sulla,  xxvi :  cf.  Suidss,  X^Uos. 

b  AmialM,  i*.  56 :  cf.  46  :  alio  Pho-  *  Platarch,  Sulla,  xzri ;  1  f.  alM  Cor- 

ftua,  Cod.   114.  p.  sji.  j.  14.      fVom  nelitu  Nepos*!  Life  of  Atticua,  who  was 

Hemnon  of  Ueraclea.  at  Ath«ni  with  Sulla  on  thi>  oocarion. 
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It  foUowB  tlmt  lie  could  not  Ii»ve  returned  to  ttaly  brfcre 
the  spring  or  the  summer  of  B.C.  B3,  in  tbe  couauiur  vcsr  of 
Scipio  and  NorbuiD*';  and  from  tbe  anecdote  recorded  bj 
PlutHTcbs  it  mnj  be  inferred  tbat  the  actual  da)'  when  be 
landed  in  Italy  could  not  in  anr  cbsq  long  hare  preceded 
tbat  of  the  conflagration  of  the  Capitol  at  Rome,  la  fact, 
if  Plutarch  is  to  Ih)  believed  >>,  the  incident  to  which  he 
alludes,  when  Sulla  was  now  at  Tarentum,  not  long  after 
hia  landing'',  must  have  happened  only  on  the  very  day 
on  which  the  Capitol  also  was  burnt  to  the  ground  ^ :  which 
day,  as  he  informs  us  s,  was  Hfib  fuas  NoV«v  Kuii-riAtM*', 
Pridic  Nonas  Qulnctiles,  this  year;  QuinctiUft  6  Roman  U.C. 
671  July  n  B.  C.  83. 

ii.  On  the  dalet  which  occur  in  Cicrro'$  Oration  Pro 
P.  Quiuetio. 
This  year  too  will  probably  possess  an  additional  import- 
ance in  the  opinion  of  the  classical  student,  because  it  is  that 
to  which  the  first  oration  publicly  delivered  by  Cicero  virtu- 
ally belongs;  the  oration  Pro  Publio  Quiuetio^.  The  ora- 
tion itself  waa  dchvercd  two  years  later;  U.C.  673,  B.C. 
82 — 81,  the  consular  year  of  M.  TuMius  Dccula  and  Cn.  Cor- 
nelius Dolabella,  when  Cicero  was  in  the  26th  year  of  hia 
age.  But  the  case  which  is  ai^ed  in  it  belongs  to  this  year. 
It  is  of  use  for  our  proper  purpose,  the  verification  of  this 
period  of  the  Irrcgnlar  calendar ;  hecansc  it  Ascertains  the 
year  in  which  it  was  delivered  to  have  been  intercalary',  and 
the  scat  of  the  intercalation  to  have  been  the  usual  one, 
Postridie  Terminalia,  and  the  length  of  the  Merkedonius  to 
have  been  28  days.  In  order  to  make  tliis  appear  we  shall 
perhaps  be  excused  if  we  enter  on  the  consideratbu  of  the 
chronology  of  this  speech,  as  much  in  detail  as  may  be 
necessary. 


f  Appikn,  B.CL  8fti  84t  7^  Pta- 
taich,  Sulla,  ucni :  UTJii.  lirjr,  luuiv : 
liLucv.  Vdk-iiu  PbC  ii.  jj.  ttorxw, 
m.9i,i8.  Orodai,v.«<x.  Eiitni[^u«, 
V.5. 

*  fin  lift,  xxTTi. 

••Cr,  \iisiulm..De  CiviUle,  il.  14 ! 
wbo  t»jf  ti  WH  tii«  ^y  before. 

>  Appim,  B.  C.  1.  S3 1  84 :  8tf.  Ob- 


H^ucwi,  rxtjii.  Dioc^Au  lUl.  it.  61. 
Tadlui,  lliautT.  UL  ;j.  Pliajr,  fL  N. 
xxdii.  f,.  19.  CicMO.  xxi  Id  (>tiUitain, 
iii.  -i.^-  ^mUuiI,  Dc  Bctio  CsKliD.  48. 
PliiUrcli.  PojiUmU,  XV.  thitinni,  iL 
17.     CiBiKidoriiiB.  in  Anno,      (Jf.  Lavf, 

1  CtDin.vL(4i.l.Met.T.Vol.L9itf» 
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The  dates  which  occur  in  it  in  /rmw,  as  the  claasicnl  reader 
most  be  aware,  arc  firBt  ii  Kalendas  Februarias  fPridie  Ka- 
Ipndes  Kebruarias  "')  Scipiooe  et  Norbano  Coss.  January  15 
(Julian)  B.  C.  83  ;  on  which  day  Qiiiuctitis  left  Rome  to  go 
to  Gaul.  Secondly,  the  Nonie  Februaria: ",  January  20,  tlio 
■ameycfir;  on  which  davit  iras  pretcnitcd  by  Na:viust)iat  ho 
had  entered  into  recognisances  fur  )iis  Hppi'arance  in  court,  at 
a  stilted  time,  vhich  recognizances  he  had  not  kept.  Thirdly, 
tJic  V  Kniondns  Tnterknlnres  " ;  i.  c.  if  the  Kalcndse  Tuterka- 
larcs  were  Postridie  Terminalia,  (February  24  Roman,)  Fe- 
bruary 20  Roman,  February  4  Juhan  B.C.  83:  on  which 
day  NiPTius  obtained  the  decree  of  the  Prietor  Rurricnus, 
which  authorizcil  him  to  take  [losscHsion  of  the  ^ods  and 
chattels  of  Quinctiua  at  Rome.  Fourthly,  Pridie  Kalendas 
Interkalares  P,  February  7,  when  V.  Qninctius  was  ousted  Dc 
fundo  or  aaltn  commiini  in  Gaul  a.s  Cicero  teroiB  it ;  bu/uo 
ant  ad  summum  tritluoP  after  the  decree  of  posxessiou  had 
been  obtained  at  Rome.  Lastly,  the  Iiles  of  September^, 
the  Aomc  year,  September  16  B.  C.  83 ;  when  the  cause  was 
to  have  come  on  for  a  final  hearing  :  though  it  was  actually 
deferred  for  a  year  and  six  months  afterwards ••. 

The  first  obw:r>'aticn  which  we  mny  make  on  thetie  dates  is 
that  none  of  them  appears  to  hare  been  Kundinal ;  in  patti- 
cular  neither  of  the  two  divs  fusti  or  court-days,  v  Kalendas 
Interkalares,  February  20  Human,  and  tho  Ides  of  September 
September  13  Kouian. 

In  the  next  place  it  appears  from  the  oration  itself,  that 
a  friend  of  Naevius',  L.  Publicius,  returning  from  Gaul,  had 
fallen  iu  with  P.  Uuinctius,  on  bin  way  to  Gaul,  at  the  Vadn 
Volatermua;  of  which  meeting  he  iuformed  Nserius  at  soon 
as  he  got  to  Rome :  and  to  this  information  all  the  subso- 
qnent  proceedings  of  Xtevtus  at  Rome  to  the  prejudice  of 
Cicero's  client  are  attributed.  Now  the  Vada  Volaterrana 
were  25x6  (150)  Ronmu  miles  from  Rome  direct.  It  may 
be  collected  from  the  oration  Pro  S.  Roitcio*  that  it  was  at 
least /our  days' journey  express  to  this  quarter  from  Borne; 
and   therefore  eight  days'  journey  at  least,  at  the  rate  of  20 


n  nitd.  JJ.  79. 
p  Ibtil. 

ITAL.  VOL.  III. 


Ibid.  4  \\M.  1, 99.    Cf.  lb*  Argiuwutum 

also.  r  Ibid.  8,  JO. 
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milcHHday.  WemayB-ssumc  then  thatQuinctiuH  nadPoblidtu 
must  har(*  met  at  these  Vada  on  or  abont  Fchruniy  7  Ra> 
man,  Jaoimry  22  B.C.  83;  and  that  Piiblicius  arrived  at 
BomCj  after  that  mc«tiug,  on  or  about  Fcbniarj'  15  Rqhubi, 
January  30. 

It  apjioars  further  from  the  oration  that  after  the  coming 
of  PubliciuB  to  Rome,  and  in  consequence  of  the  piece  of 
news  rchiting  to  Quinctius  which  Naerius  rcceircd  from  him, 

the  latter  Pucroa  ctrcum  amicos  dimisit ut  ad  tabulam 

Sextiam  sibi  adaint  hora  sccunda  postridie.  Veuiunt,  it  is 
addedj  frcqneutes.  testificutur  ipoe  P.  Uuinctium  nou  ste- 
tisae  ct  se  stctissc*:  the  next  step  to  which  of  course  waa 
the  apphcation  to  the  Prietor  Dc  bonis  pnssiduiidis.  Aiid 
AS  the  actual  date  of  the  decree  so  obtained  was  v  Kn- 
lendaa  Interkalarca  February  20  Roman  ;  the  only  ques- 
tion will  be  whether  those  preliminary  proceedings  took 
place  the  day  before  the  issuing  of  the  edict,  February  ID 
Kouan,  or  the  day  afler  the  arrival  uf  Puhlieiiis,  Fchruar}' 
16  Roman.  The  reason  of  the  thing  would  require  us  to 
decide  this  question  in  favour  of  the  latter;  for  N»\-iu» 
would  lose  no  time  in  acting  upon  the  information  whicli 
be  had  received  from  Publicius*:  and  Publicius  would  lose 
no  time  in  making  Nsrius  acquainted  nith  it.  This  con- 
clusion may  be  confirmed  by  taking  into  account  the  clin- 
racter  of  the  ditvH  in  the  Roman  month  of  February ;  ac- 
cording to  those  distinctions  wliich  we  explained  ebe- 
wherci>.  In  the  Julian  calendar*'  every  day  in  this  mouth 
from  the  Kalends  to  xir  Kaleudas  Martias(l-16)  ap|)ears 
to  have  beeu  Nefiislus  (i.e.  out  qf  term,  vacation,  in  opposi- 
tion tu  a  dies  Fustus,  a  court-day,  a  day  in  term) ;  and  the 
xiv  Kid.  Martins,  the  16th  of  the  month,  was  intcrcisua, 
partly  out  of  term,  and  partly  in  term :  so  that  if  Puhlicius 
arrived  on  the  15th,  there  might  still  have  been  time  for 
applying  to  the  Prxtor  on  the  next  day ;  of  which  Nseviut 

•  Bspecialljr  if,  s*  it  may  be  coU«dml  from  36.  81,  he  hud  already  taken 
meastirea  to  bare  Quinctius  ousied  Dc  fundo  cooimum  in  Gaal,  on  the 
23rd  of  February  Roman. 


I  Clap.6.t5:cf.  16,53. 


>  DiM-vlLck  m.  MOtl.  ToLLsi. 


CH.  I.  s.  4*    Irregular  Calendar.  C^c/evi.  B.C.88 — 65.     291 

might  aTaQ  himself  if  he  thought  proper  *.  Again,  every  day 
in  February,  from  the  1 6tb  to  the  20th,  in  the  Julian  calendar, 
ms  either  Nefastus  or  Comitialis  ;  and  a  day  of  either  kind 
■trictly  speaking  would  be  equally  opposed  to  a  dies  Fastus. 
Bnt  at  this  time,  and  before  the  Julian  correction  of  the 
calendar,  if  Bnrrienus*  decree  was  passed  on  the  20th,  that 
most  have  been  a  dies  Fastus ;  for  to  issue  such  a  decree  on 
any  day  was  to  do  the  very  thing  on  that  day  the  right  of 
doing  which  on  a  particular  day  made  it  Fastus  :  Dare,  Dicere, 
Addicere.  And  as  the  2l8t  of  February  was  the  calendar 
date  of  the  Feralia';  it  would  be  an  additional  argument 
that  the  20th  must  have  been  Fastus,  that  the  2 1  st  could  not 
possibly  be  so.  It  foUows  then,  as  we  have  concluded,  that 
NbvIus  must  have  got  the  decree  from  the  Freetor  on  the 
20th;  and  moat  have  appeared  before  him  first  on  the  16tb  : 
and  must  have  had  his  information  from  Publicius  on  the 
15th. 

It  follows  too,  on  the  same  principle,  that  the  v  Kalendas 
Interkalares,  agreeably  to  the  Roman  idiom  in  such  cases,  is 
rightly  understood  of  February  20  Roman ;  and  therefore 
that  the  first  day  of  the  intercalary  month  was  February  24 : 
and  consequently  that  the  scat  of  the  Merkedonius  was  the 
usual  one,  Postridie  Terminalia.  And  with  respect  to  its 
length  ;  it  appears  from  the  oration  that  Nsevius,  having  thus 
obtained  possession  of  the  goods  of  Quiuctius  at  Rome  on  the 
20th  of  February  Roman,  kept  possession  of  them  e.v  edicto 
80  days  J ;  when  Sex.  Alphenus,  the  procurator  of  Quinctius, 
ousted  him  again.  And  though  it  is  not  distinctly  stated  in 
the  oration  that  Alphenus  had  just  before  that  arrived  from 
Gaol,  (where  Quinctius,  as  Nsevius  pretended,  and  indeed  by 
his  contrivance,  had  already  been  ejected  De  communi  fuudo 
so  long  before  as  Fridie  Kalendas  Interkalares,  February  23 
Roman,)  yet  it  may  be  collected  even  from  the  oration  that 
he  must  have  done  so,  and  it  is  clearly  asserted  in  the  argu- 
ment prefixed  that  he  had. 

*  And  here  it  would  be  an  obvious  inference  tbat  if  Nsevius  fixed  \vitb 
his  frieoda  to  meet  him  on  a  dies  intercisus,  at  the  ad  hour  of  the  day,  it 
was  Futofl  from  the  ad  hour;  Nefagt^s  before  it  only. 

*  See  Vot.  i.  497  note.  '  Ctp.  8,  30 :  r£  26,  81 :  and  tho 
Argument.    Alio,  19,61. 
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Now  this  Fundus  rootmunis  was  700  Romui  miles  distant 
from  Komc,  Tn  Sobusianis  :  and  that  would  require  29  dayi* 
jourtiey  at  the  rate  of  2-t  miles  a  day,  though  it  might  be  ao- 
compliohed  in  2G  at  the  rate  of  27  miles  a  day.  "We  may 
presume  then  that  Aipbenus  waa  dispatched  from  Gaol  ob 
the  Raleuda  of  the  Mei'kcdouius,  Feb.  21  Itoman,  the  day 
aAcr  the  t^cctmeut;  ami  if  Nscrius  had  been  ^0  daytt  ia  po«- 
session  of  Quinctius'  goods  at  Rome,  when  he  arrived,  he 
must  have  arrivfci  on  the  27th  of  the  Merkcdonioa  :  that  ii 
iu  27  days^  time.  For  Ntevius  had  been  put  in  possesion  oo 
the  20tb  of  February  Roman.  Reckon  then  30  da\*a  from 
Feb.  20,  and  you  come  to  the  27th  of  the  Alerkodonius.  The 
Merkcdonius  therefore  this  year  liad  not  less  than  27  days; 
but  that  would  not  prove  that  it  might  not  in  reality  have 
bad  28.  In  all  probability  Nucvius  was  onstcd  again  on  the 
last  day  of  the  Merkedouiua;  which  on  tliis  principle  must 
have  been  Fustus.  Froiu  that  time  to  the  Idea  of  September 
the  argument  reckons  six  or  seven  months ;  and  that  would 
be  strictly  correct,  dated  from  the  Kalends  of  March. 

Section  V .—Irrtgular  Calendar,  Cycle  vi.  7.  355  dtoft. 
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C.  Msnus 

Cn.  Papifiua  Carbo  iu. 


Kalendc  Jantwriir  D«c.  31  B.  C.  83.   NoodtBtl  Char.  3. 

i.  On  the  date  of  the  battle  heluven  Sulla  and  Pontitu  Tcl»^ 

rinus  Ad  Vortam  CoUinam  at  Home. 

The  ingress  of  this  year  is  mentioned  by  Appian  *,  and  tn 

connection  with  it  the  time  of  the  year  at  which  it  fell  out, 

ud  the  character  of  the  season :   Tov  fi'  ht6vm  Irovf  Cirarot 

}tiv  (y(p4<T&riv  Uaviptos  rt  Kdp^ttf  avBii  nai  Mipios  6  aJkAt^ifloM 

Mapiov  Tof  TstpufiafoOs \ti(iiiiv  ti  xal  lepvos  noAv  ytvAfttvof 

Sirai^as  ^UA^Xmv  iUanjirt :  so  that  military  opcratiDDs  on  both 
sides  were  necessarily  suspended  nntil  the  spring :  'Apx^iUvam 
I'  ^pos,  K,  T.  K. 

■  B.  C  1.  6;.     Cf.    PInUrclH  Soll^  *.  Ui.  J  Do  IngrMitHdiM :  iz.  nE.  a  Dt 

UTiii.     Li*7.  Iiin-I — UsxviiL     VfflL  Cnpiditat*  *iU>.    nocin,  ia.   ll*  W. 

Pat.  it.  iG.   VdcriiM  Mu.  tli.  vi.  4  Da  Entropiiu,  t.  5,  6. 
NeooMilaW:  ri.  ii.  8  Vc  Uba*  iiPtii: 
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Our  calendar  explniua  tLis,  The  KaleDds  of  Jauuary  U.  C. 
672  fell  on  Dec.  31  B.  C.  83,  seven  days  iiftcr  the  winter  sol- 
vtice,  Dec,  24,  and  only  four  days  before  the  full  moon  Jan. 
4  B.  C.  82  ;  which  is  abundantly  sufficient  to  account  for  the 
■event}-  of  the  weather  at  the  time. 

A  date  which  belongs  to  this  year  has  been  prescn-ed  by 
Pliny;  though  no  use  can  be  made  of  it  for  the  illustratioa 
of  the  calendar.  C.  Mario  Cu.  Carbone  ili.  Cosv.  a.  d.  quiutum 
Knlendas  Junios  M.  Ciccihus  Hufus  et  C.  Licinius  Calvus 
eadem  die  geuiti  sunt ;  oratorcs  iiuideiu  ambo  sccl  tarn  dis- 
pari  erentu*.    The  day  thus  specified  vna  .May  24  U.  C.  82. 

But  the  most  important  event  of  the  year  for  our  purpose 
was  that  of  the  batllc  at  the  Porta  Collina  of  Tlome,  between 
Sulla  and  the  Samuites  under  Pontius  Teleainus;  in  which 
eren  he  was  bo  neurly  defeated.  It  is  agreed  that  this  battle 
began  at  the  ninth  or  tenth  hour  of  the  day^  and  that  it 
lasted  until  a  late  hour  at  nightie.  A  battle  fought  under 
mich  circumstances  must  have  been  fought  by  moonlight ; 
and  the  moon  itself  at  the  time  must  have  been  at  the  full, 
or  near  it. 

Nov  both  the  year  of  this  event,  and  the  day  of  the  month 
cm  which  it  hap]imied,  are  upon  record  in  Velleius  Patcreulua'". 
At  Pontius  Telesinus  dux  Siimnitium^  vir  domi  bcllique  for- 
tissimus  penitusque  Komano  uomini  infestissimus,  contractia 
cirdter  quadraginta  miUibus  fortissimrc  pertinacissimtcque  in 

I      retincndis  armis  juvcntiitis,  Carhono  et  Mario  Cosa KaJ. 

^KKovcmbris  ita  ad  portamCoUinam  cum  Sulla  dtmicant  ut  ad 
^^anmmxim  diacrimeu  et  eum  et  rempublicnm  perduceret. 
^^  The  Kaleada  of  November,  U.  C.  G72,  according  to  our 
^^■alendar  fell  on  October  24 ;  and  there  was  an  ecltpitu  of  the 
^^oon  October  27  6  p.  m.  Paris  B.  C.  82  :  so  that  on  the  day 
of  the  battle  this  moon  wanted  only  three  dnya  of  l>cing  at 
tiic  fnll.  VdltiuH  procccda  :  Felicitatcm  dici  quo  Samnitium 
Telesiniquc  pulsus  est  excrdtus  Siilla  pcrpctua  ludorum  Cii'- 
oensiam  houoravit  memoria,  quibus  sine  nomine  Sullame 
Tictori»  celebrantur.    That  is  games  wore  fuuudc-d  by  Sulla 


■  U.  N.  lii.  JO.  117.    Cf.  i^frii.  |.  Tr.  oohv.  i,  1.    StMba,  t.  4.    Ptorus, 

f .  3.  ill.    3t,   Jt,   14.     IjiK-an,    Plwuli*,  ii. 

^  Appi*a,  D.  C.  i.  93,  93.  PluUnb,  134,  ud  ScboiiB.  Uraniu,  v.  30. 

Mk.  istx.  XXX.   LIrjr,  ImxTliL    Dio,  <>  il.  97. 
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ia  commemoratiou  of  tliis  victory^.  Tlie  Ludl  Victoria  mnf 
laeant.  Auil  gainer  of  Itmt  dcuouiiuution  appear  ia  tb«  Mnf- 
fiean  calendar,  attuclicd  to  ri  Kalmidns  Novcmbrcs,  Oct.  27 1 
but  none  on  the  Kalends  of  November :  for  wbicb  reason, 
the  learned  Lipsiu!!  hns  proposed  to  correct  the  text  of  Vel- 
Ictuft  by  rending  vi  Kal.  Nov.  for  the  Kalends  of  Noretnber. 
But  there  is  no  authority  on  critical  grounds  for  any  »uch 
correction.  The  geuuineness  of  the  present  reading  is  ooo- 
firtnod  by  the  coincidence  which  haa  juat  been  pointed  out  of 
the  a{fe  of  the  moon  nt  the  time  of  the  battle.  There  ia  how- 
ever another  fmgmeut  of  the  ancient  Julian  calendar,  for  the 
month  of  November,  the  Antiatinc;  in  which  the  note  c^ 
(Zwfj)  ivt  Cmro  isi  legible,  attached  to  the  Kalends  of  Ko- 
Tcmber.  The  word  Ludi  only  is  vrautiug  ;  and  even  without 
that  addition  nothing  would  seem  to  correspond  bctttir  Uua 
mch  an  entry  to  Velleius"  description  of  these  gamee  :  vis. 
that,  though  rcnlly  instituted  in  commemoration  of  the 
victory  of  tin's  day,  they  were  celebrated  in  his  time  without 
any  mention  of  it.  As  to  the  Ludi  Victoria,  of  which  this 
particular  dny,  and  its  proper  soleinuity.  in  nfter-tiQies  appear 
to  have  constituted  the  la&t ;  we  sliall  see  reason  perhaps  by 
and  by  to  conclude  that  their  true  date  at  fint  was  tv  Kaleo- 
das  Novembres,  October  29  Iloraan ;  not  vi  Kalendns  No- 
Tembres,  October  '17.  The  games  of  the  Kalends  of  Novem- 
ber would  be  the  fourth  day  of  these :  but  they  lasted  nx 
days  iu  nil. 

ii.  Oa  the  Dictatorship,  Triumph,  and  Games  qfSalJa. 
From  the  Kalends  of  November  U.  C.  673,  October  21 
B.C.  Wi,  to  the  eud  of  the  year,  Pridie  Kateudas  Januarias 
December  20,  there  would  be  two  Roman  months  complete  i 
and  that  intcn'al  would  seem  to  have  been  long  euough  for 
the  traiisnction  of  every  thing  which  is  still  upon  record 
between  the  battle  ou  the  Kalends  of  November  and  tbe  end 
of  that  consular  yeju***.  It  is  generally  assumed  that  the  first 
civil  war  was  decided  by  this  nctory  of  Sulla's  under  the 
walls  of  itonie. 


'  Vt.    Aironiut,   in     Ondoiinn    in      Bulla,  xxaI.  ixxii.    Oio,  rxxKv.  3. 
Ym  Caniltdi,  p  1 14.  117.  cxxxIh. 

^.AjipiMi,  B.C.  i.  90-^7.    Pluuteh, 
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There  is  no  reason  then  why  the  next  consular  year  should 
not  be  supposed  to  have  entered  at  the  usual  time.  We 
know  only  that  the  comitia  for  the  elections  against  it  were 
held  by  an  interrex  e ;  but  that  would  be  nothing  extraordi- 
nary :  both  the  consuls  of  the  existing  year  having  belonged 
to  the  opposite  party,  and  both  being  now  dead.  We  know 
too  that  Snlla  having  been  first  of  all  nominated  dictator  him- 
•df ',  the  consuls  of  the  next  year,  U.  C.  673,  TuUius  Decula 
and  Cornelius  Dolabella,  were  elected  under  his  auspices  K. 
This  reTival  of  the  office  of  dictator  in  the  person  of  Sulla 
VelleiuB  and  Plutarch,  and  as  it  would  seem  Appian  also '', 
(though  his  text  is  corrupt  in  this  instance,)  represent  as  120 
years  later  than  the  last  appointment  of  the  same  kind  which 
was  upon  record  in  Roman  history  ;  and  it  might  truly  be  so 
represented,  if  this  last  appointment  was  that  of  C.  Servilius 
Gemiuus,  in  the  consular  year  of  Ti.  Claudius  Nero  and  M. 
Servilius  Geminush  U.  C.  552  B.  C.  203-202,  and  this  of 
Sulla  took  pbice  U.  C.  672  B.  C.  82. 

The  triumph  of  Sulla  aiter  this  is  still  on  record  in  the 
Fasti ' ;  not  however  among  the  events  of  U.  C.  672  or  673, 
dated  from  the  Kalends  of  January,  B.  C.  82  or  81,  but  in  the 
year  of  his  second  consulate''  U.  C.  674  B.  C.  80.  That  year 
entered  on  the  Kalends  of  January  January  2  B.  C.  80,  and 
the  triumph  was  celebrated  Per  Biduum,  iv  Kal.  Februarias 
and  iii  Kal.  Februarias,  January  28  and  29 ;  by  the  rule  of 
the  Fasti  Triumphales  >,  still  within  the  limits  of  U.  C.  672 
Cap.  reckoned  from  the  Palilia,  though  in  U.  C.  674  Varr. 
reckoned  from  the  Kalends  of  January :  and  in  either  case 
B.  C.  80.  The  character  of  January  U.  C.  674  being  5; 
January  29  Roman  (Pridie  Kal.  Februarias)  was  Nundinal, 
but  not  January  27  (iv  Kal.  Februarias),  and  January  28  Ro- 
man, iii  Kal.  Feb.,  was  the  day  before  a  Nundinal  day.  The 
triumph  therefore  ended  on  the  day  before  a  Nundinal  day. 

It  follows  that  the  celebration  of  this  triumph  (which  in- 
cluded all  the  successes  of  Sulla,  both  those  of  the  war  with 
Mithridates  and  those  of  the  civil  war,)  must  have  been  pur- 

*  Appian,  i.  98.  ■  Appian,  i.  ico.    Livy,  Izxxix. 

'  Ibid.  98, 99.  FluUrch,  Sulla,  sxxiii :  »  Li^r,  xzz.  39. 

Comparatio  SuUk  et  LTaandri,  i.    Vel-  i  Vol.  ii.  90.  No.  xcri. 

leiai  Pat.  iL  38.  Dionjains  Hal.  v.  77.  ^  Apptao,  B.  C.  i.  103, 
Cf.  59 :  70 :  7a,  73.    Dio,  zjuvi.  14. 
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posely  deferreil  until  this  year.  And  that  this  jear  for  some 
reason  or  other  waa  dcliltcratoly  soloctcd  for  it  and  for  tlw 
other  cclcbridca  of  Sulla,  which  took  place  in  the  course  of  it, 
might  ftlwnys  have  been  inferred  from  the  fact  which  is  upon 
record  nith  renpect  to  the  Olympic  gnines  of  this  year ;  those 
of  Olympiad  cliiv  B.  C.  80;  opposite  to  which  in  the  'OKv}ir 
miXifov  ' Kvaypai^ai^  we  find  the  entry  :  '\vhpti  ovk  ^yuviaavrv, 
SuAAa  itAvTai  tWPutirjv  nerttVffiyl/aiupoo  :  and  mure  circum- 
stantially in  Appian,  with  reference  to  the  same  omission '° ; 
Ovbeir^  iv  OKvfiTilq  T(jr<  iyaaptfuoTos  nAij^  araiiov  ipoftov  ytfo- 
lUvov,  Toi/T  y&p  dOAtjras  <coi  to  i\\a  d(<Efiara  Ttdita  i  £vAAar  is 
'rwf*y}v  iM€TfKiKXfrTo  inl  i6(>f  Ttap  Mi6piiaTiK&p  (pytav  ^  rStv  *tra- 
AMfiv.  The  same  thing  occurred  again  A.  D.  C5  in  the  time 
of  Nero ;  but  nothing  like  it  had  ever  occurred  before. 

The  regular  date  of  this  Olympiad  would  be  July  10 — 15 ; 
from  which  we  may  infer  that  Sulla's  games  were  expected  to 
be  oriebrated  some  time  in  Juuc,  but  too  late  in  that  mouth 
to  allow  any  of  the  caudidates  at  hit  games  to  return  and 
take  part  in  the  Olympic.  In  fact  we  collect  from  Plutarch" 
and  Ovid"  that  the  actual  time  of  the  celebration  of  these 
games  at  Home  must  have  coincided  with  that  uf  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  ^dea  of  Hercules,  Oustos  Fidins^  built  by  SuU* 
himself ;  the  date  of  which  was  June  4  Roman  p  U.  C.  674., 
June  20  B.  C.  80.  It  is  remarkable  that  this  was  the  most 
proper  Olympic  dat«;  the  date  of  the  HthI  Olympiad  of 
Felopg,  B.  C.  1260;  the  date  of  the  first  Olympiad  in  the 
Metonic  calendar  of  Elis  itself,  B.  C.  432.  The  character  of 
the  Roman  Juuc  this  year  was  2j  consc<|uentIy  the  4th  wan 
not  Nundinal.  These  games  would  no  doubt  last  severs) 
days  i  probably  as  long  as  the  Olympic  at  least,  June  25  to 
June  3U.  It  would  not  have  been  possible  therefore  for  any 
one  to  have  got  back  to  Olynipia  after  them  by  July  10. 

The  Ludi  Victoria  too  were  probably  first  celebrated  this 
year,  October  2U  Roman,  November  15  Julian ;  and  the  cha- 
racter of  October  being  4,  they  would  begin  on  that  principle 
on  the  day  after  a  Nundinal  day.  Tlic  particular  games  of 
the  Kalends  of  November  at  this  first  institution  would  be 


'  Anmlntu    Pamiamils.    It.    15SL    |, 
Euwblt.  Cbroii.  Arm.  Lai.  ^n  t.  joj. 
-  I(.  L.  I.  99. 


"  9uQa,xxxr. 

<>  FboU,  fi  109 — lit. 

p  Cf.  Vol,  ii.  J06. 


GH.  I.  i.  6.    Irregular  Calendar.  Cycle  vi.  B.  C.  88 — 65.    397 

those  of  the  fourth  day,  i.  e.  the  middle  day ;  for  they  lasted 
dx  days  in  alL 

SscnoN  VI. — Irreg^dar  Calendar,  Cycle  vi.  11.  378  days. 


U.  C.  676  Van-.  675  Cap.  673  Polyb.  B.  C.  78. 


M.  Aimiliiis  Lepidus 
Q,  LutatiuB  Catulus. 


Kalends  Jtmuaiue  Jan.  38  B.  C.  78,  Nundinal  Char.  i. 

On  the  Nundinal  Incidence  V.C  676  B.  C.  78;   and  on  the 

general  administration  of  the  Calendar  in  the  sixth  Irregular 

Cycle. 

The  Nundinal  character  of  this  year  is  known  from  testi- 
mony 4.  The  Nundinal  incidence  so  much  dreaded  by  the 
Bomansj  notwithstanding  all  their  precautions  to  the  con- 
trary, took  place  this  year.  Consequently  the  Kalends  of 
Jannaiy  were  Nundinal,  and  the  character  of  the  year  was 
unity. 

We  cannot  suppose  that  this  would  knowingly  be  allowed 
to  happen ;  and  yet  if  it  was  the  effect  of  an  oversight  it 
ironld  not  be  easy  to  say  to  what  cause  that  oversight  was 
probably  to  be  attributed.  Nothing  would  have  been  easier 
than  to  prevent  this  particular  form  of  the  incidence  IT.  C. 
676,  by  maldng  the  preceding  year  U.  0.  675  a  year  of  377 
days  instead  of  one  of  378  ;  by  which  means  the  Nundinal 
character  of  U.  0.  676  would  have  been  rendered  2  instead 
ofl. 

All  that  we  know  of  the  circumstances  of  this  year,  and  of 
their  possible  connection  with  the  administration  of  the  ca- 
lendar, is  that  the  Pontifex  Maximus  at  this  time  was  Q. 
Gsedlius  Metellus,  the  father-in-law  of  Sulla' ;  and  that  Ce- 
cilia or  Metella  his  daughter,  the  wife  of  Sulla,  died  in  U.  C. 
674  B.  C.  SO,  in  the  midst  of  the  games  and  shows  which 
Sulla  was  celebrating  in  honour  of  Hercules » :  and  that  the 
last  illness  of  Sulla  himself  attacked  him  the  next  year,  B.  C. 

i  IH«.Tii.  ch.ii.  iect.T.  Vol,  ii.  33.        '  Plutarch,  Sulla,  ^i.        '  Ibid.  ixxt. 
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79  ^  But  whether  ru,v  of  these  things  is  competcDt  to  ac- 
count fur  arir  such  an  oversight,  or  aay  such  a  negligence,  in 
the  administration  of  the  atlcn(iar,  B.  C.  79j  as  gOTC  occuiun 
totiic  Nnndinnl  incidence  on  the  Kalends  of  Januarj'B.C.  78, 
we  cftnnot  undertake  to  oay.  All  that  we  shall  Tcatnre  to 
observe  upon  it  ia  that  if  it  was  the  effect  of  inadrcrtcncy  the 
oversight  was  |irol>abI,v  committed  at  the  usual  time  of  tbe 
intercalation  in  the  month  of  February ;  and  was  protiabiy 
not  discoTcred  until  it  was  too  late  to  prevent  its  conse- 
qnencct). 

In  all  such  cases  as  these  however  we  ourselves  are  cod- 
ccrned  only  with  the  matter  of  fact;  not  uitli  the  causes  or 
reasons  which  must  have  produced  it.  And  in  the  preieat 
instance  the  fact  itself  is  of  very  great  importance  to  the  oon- 
firmation  of  the  trutli  of  our  Irregular  Caleudar  as  far  as  we 
hxve  brought  it  down. 

For  in  the  first  place,  if  the  character  of  this  year  B.C.  78 
is  known  from  testimony  to  hare  been  actually  unity,  that  of 
the  jrear  before  also,  B.  C.  79,  is  virtually  determined  thereby. 
It  must  have  been  some  number,  the  diUerence  of  which  and 
of  the  Nundinal  epoct  of  the  year  was  unity  ;  or  which  was 
the  sum  of  unity,  the  character  of  B.  C.  78,  aud  of  the  Nundi- 
nal epact  of  B.  C.  79.  Such  was  the  number  3,  the  elmractcr 
of  U.  C.  675  B.  C.  79,  as  our  calendar  shews. 

In  the  next  place,  the  character  of  B.C.  79  having  been  3, 
that  of  the  year  before,  B.  C.  80,  in  like  manner  must  have 
been  some  number  the  differeuct;  of  which  aud  of  the  epact  of 
the  year  was  3  ;  that  is,  5  :  as  the  calendar  also  Uiewa  it  to 
have  been.  And  so  on,  as  far  as  we  choose  to  go  back  into 
the  preceding  years  and  the  previous  dctiiiUof  the  cycle,  with 
the  same  method  of  reasoning. 

It  may  be  objected  indeed  to  this  mode  of  reasoning  that 
it  proves  only  that  the  Nundinal  cvcle  of  our  calendar  way 
bare  been  the  trtic;  but  not  that  it  actually  was  so.  In  the 
caao  of  the  Nundinal,  as  in  that  of  the  Hebdomadal,  cycle 
the  diflcreuce  of  au  entire  cycle  in  cxcttss  or  in  defect  of  the 
truth  would  make  no  cliange  in  its  apparent  regularity  and 
apparent  continuity.    It  might  go  on  under  soch  circum- 


I  n«twdi,  SutU,  xxxH.  Kuvii.     Cr.  Firmicu,  Ve  AitnloiiiB,  i.  Ui.  |t.  ifl^  1 1. 
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atances  to  all  appearance  just  as  consistentlj  as  ever ;  and  yet 
differ  in  reality  eight  days  from  the  truth. 

But  to  this  objection  it  may  be  replied  that,  though  such 
an  anomaly  as  that  might  be  conceivable  of  the  course  and 
mcceaaion  of  the  Nundinal  cycle  per  se,  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible nor  conceivable  of  it  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case ;  that  is,  as  entering  perpetually  into  the  calendar,  and 
as  constantly  making  a  part  of  that.  The  fact  which  we 
know  from  testimony  is  that  U.G.  676  B.  C.  78  the  first  day 
of  the  year  the  Kalends  of  January  was  the  first  day  of  the 
NundiiMi  cycle.  Now  the  Kalends  of  January  did  not  depend 
on  the  course  and  snccession  of  the  Nundinal  cycle.  The 
Kalends  of  January  were  not  regulated  by  the  same  law  of 
succession  as  the  ferise  of  the  Nundinal  cycle ;  and,  though 
the  mere  revolution  of  the  Nundinal  cycle  in  one  and  the 
same  order  perpetually  would  not  be  affected  by  giving  eight 
days  more  or  eight  days  less  to  the  length  of  a  particular 
year,  the  Kalends  of  January  would.  It  is  selfevident  that, 
whatsoever  was  the  actual  Julian  date  of  the  Roman  Kalends 
(rf  January  U.  C.  676,  it  could  not  have  been  a  day  more  or  a 
day  less  at  that  particular  time  than  what  it  was.  Its  actual 
Julian  date  at  that  particular  point  of  time  was  the  natural 
and  necessary  consequence  of  the  entire  succession  of  both 
noctidiumal  and  annual  time  in  the  calendar,  from  B.  C.  712 
ontil  then.  Nor  could  a  day  more  or  a  day  less  be  given  to 
the  Kalends  of  January  U.  C.  676  without  entailing  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  corresponding  change  in  the  Kalends  of  January 
in  every  year  before  it. 

With  respect  however  to  the  administration  of  this  sixth 
cycle  of  the  Irregular  calendar  in  general,  so  far  as  we  have 
yet  proceeded  with  our  examination  of  it,  it  appears  to  have 
gone  on  with  sufficient  regularity.  The  years  alternated 
plmi  and  caoi  or  nearly  so  all  along.  If  the  third  and  fourth 
years,  B.  C.  87-86,  and  B.  C.  86-85,  were  both  ^teni  or  intei^ 
calary ;  it  should  be  remembered  that  these  were  years  of 
great  confusion  in  other  respects :  and  that  the  calendar 
during  them  might  well  have  sympathized  with  the  general 
disorder  of  the  times.  The  seventh  year  of  the  cycle  B.  0. 
83-82  was  the  date  of  the  death  of  the  Fontifex  Maximus, 
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Q.  Muciu9  ScBcvola";  and  no  doubt  before  the  montli  of 
Februan'  that  year.  The  last  regular  intercalation,  that  of 
the  sixth  year,  was  consequeutiy  wade  by  him. 

The  most  remarkable  phcnomeuon  in  tho  administration 
of  this  cycle  \n  that  o(  four  intercalary  years  in  sequence, 
from  the  8th  to  the  llth  incIuBive,  B.C.  81-78;  the  object 
of  irhich  it  is  not  oaay  to  divine,  but  the  interposition  of 
which,  at  thi«  period  of  the  decursus  of  the  cycle,  can  neither 
be  denied  nor  diapeuscd  with.  The  Poittifex  Maximus  M 
t^u9  vojb  the  father-in-law  of  Sulla;  and  no  doubt  the 
of  the  lalt«rj  had  be  thought  proper  to  interfere  in  the 
ministration  of  the  calendar,  would  hare  been  as  absolut4^  at 
thia  time  in  the  Pontifical  college  as  anyirhere  else  at  Home. 
The  intercalation  of  V.  C.  673  B.  C.  81  might  perhaps  be  pro- 
(lueed  by  a  desire  to  raise  the  Kalends  of  January  tbe  next 
year,  U.  C.  674  B.  C.  80,  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  same 
epoch  as  U.  C.  (i02  B.  C.  152 ;  for  V.  C.  674  B.  C.  80  was  the 
first  year  of  the  fourth  period  of  24  years,  from  U.  C.  602 
B.C.  152.  The  change  of  the  epoch  of  the  Lustnil  cycle 
too,  U.  C.  674  B.  C.  80%  might  have  something  to  do  with 
these  arrangements  of  the  calendar  previously ;  and  perhap* 
also  the  games  and  shows  in  honour  of  Hercules  Fidius  which 
Sulla  was  eontemplatiug  in  this  year :  for  if  the  date  of  those 
games  was  to  be  both  the  4th  of  June  Roman  and  June  35 
Julian,  this  year,  as  it  appears  to  have  been,  a  particular 
management  of  the  calendar  previously  wouUl  xcrtainly  be 
necessar}-  to  bring  about  that  coincidence.  The  intercalation 
of  B.  C.  79  was  possibly  an  oversight.  But  that  of  B.  C.  78 
might  be  intentionally  admitted  in  order  to  lengthen  th« 
ofilciul  year  of  Catuhis,  and  to  enable  hiui  the  better  to  op- 
pose the  factious  proceedings  of  Lcpidus  ;  wliich  mij^ht  have 
begun  even  before  tbe  usnal  time  of  the  insertion  of  tbe 
Merkedonius  in  February,  this  year":  though  tliat  is  not  a 
certain  point.  After  B,  C.  78  to  the  end  of  the  ejxle  the 
administration  of  the  calendar  appears  to  have  gone  on  with 
a  sufficient  degree  of  regularity ;  and  there  is  little  or  nothi 
to  remark  upon  it. 
•  Snpn,  p.  31.       ■  IN».  X.  eh.  i.  Hct. ».  V<d.  ti.  189.        »  Cf.  VtA. 
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SxcnoN  VII. — i.  Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  vi.  15.  378  dayt. 


U.C.  680  Varr.  679  Cap.  677  Polyb.  B.  C.  74. 

L.  LiciniuB  Lncullos 
M.  Aurelius  Cotta. 


KalendK  Januaris  Feb.  2  B.  C.  74.  Nundinal  Char.  7. 


Irr^olar  Calendar,  Cycle  vi.  16.  355  days. 

U.  C.  681  Varr.  680  Cap.  678  Polyb.  B.  C.  73. 

M.  Terentiua  Varro  Luculliu 
C.  Caieiua. 

Kalendte  JanuariEe  Feb.  ig  B.  C.  73.  Nundinal  Char.  5. 


ffi.  Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  vi.  17.  378  days. 

U.  C.  683  Van.  681  Cap.  679  Polyb.  B.  C.  73. 

L.  GelliDH  Poplicola 

Cd.  ComeUus  Lentulus  Clodianns. 


Kalendie  Januarite  Feb.  4  B.  C.  73.  Nundbial  Char.  3. 


iTregul&r  Calendar,  Cycle  vi.  18.  378  days. 
U.  C.  683  Varr.  683  Cap.  680  Polyb.  B.  C.  71. 


P.  Cornelius  Lentulus 
Cn.  Aufidius  Orestes. 


Kalends  Januaiitt  Feb.  17  B.  C.  71.  Nundinal  Char.  8. 


Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  vi.  19.  355  daya. 
U.  C.  684  Varr.  683  Cap.  681  Polyb.  B.  C.  70. 


Cn.  Pompeius  Magnua 
H.  licinius  Crassus. 


Kalendte  Jannahe  March  2  B.C.  70.  Nundinal  Char.  6. 


I.  On  the  Chronology  of  the  Actiont  of  Cicero  against  Verrei. 
These  five  yean  comprehend  the  whole  of  the  ^riod  tlie 
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retrospect  of  whicli  enters  into  tbc  orations  of  Cicero  contra' 
Vcrrcm. 

The  Pnctura  Vrbana  of  Vcires  came  in  the  first  jrcftr^^ 
U.  C.  G80  L.  Liciniu*  LucnlUw  M.  Aurelius  Cotta?  B.  C.  74w 
The  Brat  year  of  liis  Pnutura  Sicula  wat  tlie  next  tcwJ 

'TJ.C.  681  M-  TereutiuD  Varro  Lucullus  C.  Caasius  *,  B.C. 
78».   He  was  snperaeded  by  Metellus*  in  Xhe  fourth  year, 
U.  C.  683  P.  Conieliiia  Lentulns  Cn.  Aufidius  Or*8t<a,  B.  C. 
71 ;  and  the  cause  came  on  in  iha  fifth  year,  IT.C.  fiH-l  Cn.  J 
Pompciua  Ala^ua  ^  M.  Ijicinius  CrnBSQ&  B.  C.  70 :  so  that  bofl 
was  three  years  in  office  as  prsetor  of  Sicily,  as  Cicero  ro-  ~ 
peateilly  asiserts  he  was*^ :  the  reason  of  nhich  appears  to 
have  been  that  (^.  Arrius  by  whom  he  should  have  lieeu  sue- 

iceeded  in  U.  C.  682  B.  C.  72  for  some  reason  or  other  never 
came  into  the  pronncc  at  nlH. 

In  the  liistory  of  the  IVictnra  Urbana  nothing  is  found 
which  is  calculated  to  illustrate  our  calendar;  though  dates 
occur  in  it,  especially  with  reference  to  one  transaction  ia 
particular,  the  ritpnirs  of  tlic  j-Edcs  Castoris**,  and  to  the 
terms  prescribed  by  the  edict  of  Verrcs  for  that  purpose,  the 
Ides  of  September  and  the  Kalends  of  December*.    The  year 

'bang  U,C.  680,  the  Ides  of  Scjitemlicr  nnswercd  to  Nov.  1 
B.  G.  7-i,  and  the  Kalends  of  December  to  January  17  B,  C.  73. 
And  that  may  tbroir  some  light  on  the  obacrvation.s  wbich'J 
Cicero  makes  upon  them :   Diem  pnestituit  open  faoiundaj 
KalcudtLs  Decembrca,  locat  circiter  Idus  Septembres.   angu- 
stiis  tcmporis  exchtdunturomnes.  qui[|  rr^oV  Ralmniiia  istiim] 
diem  quumodoassequitur?  nemo  Kabonio  motcstus  est  nequc 
Kalcudts  Deccrabribua  (Jan.  17  B.C.  73)  uequc  Xonis  (Jan.^ 
31)  nequc  Idibus  (Jnn.  29) :  denique  ahquaoto  in  prorincif 


'  Actio  ti.  liU  V.  ij,  31 1  <f  ill  7, 
ifv.  Aamniiu,  Arg.  in  OrtL  Do  Divia. 
Arliu  in  \'tm.  i.  I  J,  44. 

■  Actii]  ii.  lib.  i.  j,t,  tta:  47,  iij!; 
lib  iit>  4I1  g7.  Atcuuiut,  ia  d  Cuntn 
V>rr.  p.  35. 

'  Actio  ii.  lib.  ii.  ij,  ,t;i  ij,  61: 

S*.  139  ••  ''•»-  '''■  »^  «  ■■  53.  t»3- 

^  Artio  i.  i5,  17!  7,18:9,16.97: 
Arti.1  ii.  iiti.  I.  II,  341  ii,H:  57. 
149:  lib.  lii.  ft8,  104:  Qj,  133.  Vi. 
AJrunitisp.  1.  (iiUivlii,,  p.  33,  ]4t  In 
U  C'oDU&Vorr.,Ib.  p.  35 :  53;  In  iii  C*d. 
tim  V*fr.,  lb.  p.  6R :  R6  1  In  'n  Conlfw 


t  DiviiuUio,  I,  jt  4,  ti.  In  Vvnr.J 
Actio  i  4,  1 1 ;  5,  I  j :  14.  40.  Ac 
ii.  lib.  ii.  II,  ii!  iQ,  49^  54,  ij6i1 
5;>'40:  75>  '^4:  lib.  tii.  8,  j[:  4J. 
101.  lej  I  44,  104:  6K,  160:  69, 163: 
J7,  I  ;8 :  87,  30I  :  lib.  it.  10,  13  j  19, 
41  :  )<>,  f9-  601  3»,  71 !  46,  lojt  61, 
i.^ti  ;  Ub.  r.  3*.  58  :  ti.  8,  31. 

'  Actio  ii.  lib.  ii    1$,  37  :  lib.  it.  M) 
43.    Anvuiu*,  |>.  4.  In  IHvtn. 

«  AcUoi.  4, 13  :  U.  lib.  L  40,  1041 
5*  130-S*  1J4-  , 

'  Artirtii.  Hh.i,  56,  uH:  •*  54, 141,1 


CB.  I.  •.  7.   IrregvAar  Calendar.  Cycle  vi.  B.  C.  88 — 65.    303 

iste  proficisdtnr  prius  quam  opus  effectum  est.  Now  that 
was  possible,  if  the  Knlends  of  December  were  falling  on 
J^tntuuy  17.  In  March  or  April  after  Verres  might  be  set- 
ting oat  to  his  province.  It  appears  from  the  sequel  that  the 
acquittance  for  this  contract  on  the  part  of  Verres  was  actu- 
ally later  than  his  return  from  Sicily,  and  the  institution  of 
the  proceedings  against  him  which  ensued  upon  it :  Opus  in 
acceptum  retulit  quadriennio  post  quam  diem  open  dixerat. 
That  is,  four  years  from  the  Ides  of  September  U.  C.  680 
Not.  1  B.  C.  74 :  consequently  some  time  not  long  before  the 
Ides  of  September  U.  C.  684  Nov.  6  B.  C.  70  :  between  the 
return  of  Cicero  from  Sicily  that  year  and  the  date  of  the  first 
action,  the  Nones  of  Sextilis  September  30. 

ii.  Onthe  first  year  of  the  VrgityiT&SicwlBL;  and  on  the  edict  qf 
Verres  relating  to  the  Decuman  Com. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  learned  that  the  charges  brought 
against  Verres  in  these  actions  of  Cicero,  and  the  matters  of 
fact  by  which  they  are  substantiated,  though  extending  over 
the  whole  period  of  his  government,  are  not  arranged  in  the 
order  of  time ;  for  which  reason  it  is  not  always  easy  to  deter- 
mine to  which  of  the  three  years,  passed  by  him  in  Sicily,  a 
particnlar  allegation  or  a  particular  fact  belongs.  The  pro- 
ceedings however,  relating  to  the  tithe  com,  the  Frumentum 
Decumannm,  as  Cicero  calls  it,  and  the  charges  founded 
upon  them,  we  aro  of  opinion,  may  most  properly  be  referred 
to  the  first  year  of  his  administration  U.  C.  681  B.  C.  73. 
And  among  these,  for  the  illustration  of  the  calendar  of  the 
time,  we  select  the  case  of  Q.  Septitius,  which  arose  out  of 
the  fact  that  the  farming  of  this  Decuman  com  had  been  let 
hy  Verres  to  a  creature  of  his  own,  Apronius ;  who  figures 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  history  of  this  part  of  his  ad- 
ministration. 

Quid?  ilia  cujusmodi  sunt  quae  ex  tempore  ab  Apronio 
admonitus  edixit  ?  Q.  Septitio  honestissimo  nomine  equite- 
que  Romano  resistente  Apronio  et  afBrmante  se  plus  decuma 
non  daturum  ;  exoritur  peculiare  edictum  repentinum,  ne  quia 
frumentum  de  area  tolleret  ante  quam  cum  decumano  pactus 
esset.  ferebat  hanc  quoque  iniquitatem  Septitius,  et  imbri 
frumentum  comimpi  in  area  patiebatur ;  cum  illud  edictum 
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nfMBte  nbeirimmD  et  qmrstooibnmym  nascitin',  at  aste 
|r*i*mlag  SextilGS  omim  rtrf  iiinii  ui  wpMi  df  onnifBi 
rente.  Thu  meani  dut  tlwj  ven  to  be  tnn^Nvted 
thaC  day  to  tbe  teu,  or  the  port* ;  i.e.  wbereaoever  tlwywiMtt 
be  luost  ID  readiDCM  to  be  ubipped  fur  Koeu:  tim  DecBaa 
or  tithe  com  htsof  the  property  of  the  Roaaa  poopl*. 

That  this  edict  waa  to  be  referred  to  the  firat  jear  of  Verm 
night  be  pnibablj  concluded  from  the  foUawiag 
tioni.  i.  Beeanse  it  ii  not  probable  that  when  Sefitsti&a 
Tcntnrcd  to  oppose  the  exaction*  of  a  creatore  of  Verres  he 
could  vet  have  had  the  experieoce  of  eveo  one  vear  of  hn 
admuiiBtration,  much  less  of  two  or  three,  to  warn  him  of 
what  he  had  to  expect  &om  a  resistance  of  that  kind.  ii.  Be* 
cause  Ciocra  styles  the  second  of  the  edicts  tamed  on  thia 
occntion  rberrimum  et  qniestnosisntnnm ;  and  yet  he  him- 
self asserts  eUcwbere  that  the  farmers  had  been  nttoed  by 
the  exactions  of  Verres  and  his  creatures  by  the  second  year, 
and  bad  been  absolutely  driven  to  dcajnir  in  the  third,  so  •■ 
to  leave  the  lands  totally  unsown  K  Thirdly,  becaase  this 
diflpnte  between  Septitins  and  Aproniua  is  said  to  bare  arisen 
out  of  the  first  edict  rclntinf;  to  the  tithe  com :  Quantum 
decnmanus  edidisset  aratorem  sibi  decnmse  dare  oportere  nt 
tantum  arator  decumauo  dare  cogerctur ' :  in  opposition  to 
which  it  must  have  been  that  Scptitius  had  refused  (o  pay 
more  than  the  tenth,  required  by  the  hilt,  and  by  tbe 
and  practice  httborto. 

And  that  the  first  year  of  his  govemment,  U.C.  681  B. 
73,  waa  actually  the  year  intended  in  this  representation,  may 
be  proved  by  the  testimony  of  our  calendar. 

That  harvest  would  be  over  in  Sicilv  every  vear  bv  tfao 
Butumiml  eiiuinox  it  cannot  l>c  necessary  to  prove.  That  the 
com  would  bo  threshed  too  in  Sicily,  nn  well  as  every  where 
else  among  the  Greeks,  as  soon  bb  it  had  been  reaped,  may 
also  be  taken  for  granted ;  or  if  there  is  any  doubt  upon  that 


t  Actio  U.  lib.  iil.  14,  36 :  </.  a,  4 1- 

b  Actio  a.  lib.  iiL  16,  47 :   3'.  57  : 

il.  ?7'   43.10"    M.  '«M  i    46.1101 

St,  i]o.     H"  uy*  »l>u,  (18,  47,}  Uiat 

tbrtt  o))pn!PM*c  ini>««irM  agiiiu)  tbo 

Amen  of  the  tiihe  Isads  bepn  Jwt 


jMM  hefon  W  himMlf  casM  into  8i- 
dly  (to  Mllaot  tkt  vtideac*  for  tbs 
proMcntion) :  sud  m  thai  ms  B.  C.  70 
V.C-  (tf  lh«M  nMMVM  mM  hmrt 
IWKun  t'.C.  681    aC.  ;^       Cr.  alKi 

4i.  10"  ■ 

^  u.  ^ib.ui.  10,  ij. 
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point  it  would  be  removed  by  the  testimoDj  of  Cicero  him- 
idf  in  these  very  orations  against  Verres'' :  which  proves  that 
both  the  procesa  of  reaping  and  that  of  threshing  out  the 
com  were  always  going  on  in  8icily  moat  actively  at  mid- 
BOmmer  or  soon  after  it.  It  will  follow  from  this  fact  how- 
erer  that  the  Kalends  of  Sextilis,  mentioned  by  name  u*  the 
■ecmd  edict,  before  which  the  com  had  not  only  been  reaped 
but  threshed  out,  could  not  have  been  later  than  AuguHt  or 
September.  And  as  they  were  specified  also  as  the  latest  time 
by  which  the  tithe  corn^  intended  to  be  sent  to  Rome,  was 
to  be  ready  for  shipping;  it  is  only  a  reasonable  inference 
from  that  &ct  too  that  so  far  from  falling  later  than  the  au- 
tumnal equinox  in  the  year  in  question  they  must  in  reality 
have  fallen  a  certain  length  of  time  before  it :  long  enough 
at  least  to  allow  the  com  brought  dovm  to  the  coast  by  that 
day  to  be  shipped  and  transported  to  Rome  before  the  au- 
tamnal  equinox  itself. 

Now  U.  C.  683  in  the  third  year  of  Verres'  prsetorship  of 
Sicily  the  Kalends  of  Sextilis  fell  on  October  6  B.C.  71 ;  in 
the  second  year  U.C.  683  they  fell  on  September  23  B.C.  72: 
but  in  the  first  year  U.  G.  681  they  fell  on  September  10 
B.  C.  73.    It  ia  clear  then  that  this  last  only  could  have  been 
the  date  speafied  in  the  decree :  both  the  former  must  have 
been  too  late  in  the  year.     The  calendar  therefore  confirms 
the  conclusion  respecting  the  year,  in  which  these  proceed- 
ings were  instituted,  to  which  we  have  been  led  by  the  con- 
aiderationi  premised  above;  and  it  throws  further  light  on 
tJie  facts  of  the  case,  and  on  the  reasons  or  grounds  of  these 
proceedings  themselves:  at  least  why  the  day  fixed  in  the 
«dict  should  have  been  this  of  the  Kalends  of  Sextilis,  and  no 
other.     It  was  probably  the  latest  which  could  have  been 
4i£d  on  with  safety  for  such  a  purpose  as  that  of  transports 
ing  the  com  to  Italy  before  the  autumnal  equinox;  after 
which  the  sea  must  have  been  considered  to  be  shut.     For 
the  true  date  of  the  autumnal  equinox  at  this  time  was  not 
falling  later  than  September  26  :  and  that-would  allow  only 
15  days  for  the  conveyance  of  the  corn  to  Rome  after  the 
lOtb*. 
*  Itmuat  be  admitted  that  lib.  iii.3o,gi.  Cicero  appean  to  date  this  de- 

k  Actio  U.  lib.  iv.  13,  39. 
KaL.  ITAL.  vol.  Ill,  X. 
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We  mfty  still  further  illuBtrate  them  roiiclusioiis  by  what 
Cicero  aftorwarda  obsarves  of  the  com  which  bud  been 
brought  fi-om  Sicily  in  the  ycnr  of  the  action  itself  V.  ('.  f  84 
B.  C.  70. 

He  tells  us  previously  that  L.  Mctelhw,  the  prtctor  who 
snpwscdcti  Verrcs  io  U.C.  G84  B.C.  70,  wrote  letters  Iha 
year  before  hia  coming  into  the  province  (U.C.  683  B.C.  71) 
to  the  famiera  of  the  Decuman  laniU.  eihorting  them  to  pluw 
and  BOW  M  thoy  had  always  done  np  to  the  time  of  Vemja; 
and  prnmisini;  to  revire  and  respoct  tho  old  nde  nhich  hotl 
regulated  the  price  of  the  tenths  of  the  produce,  the  Lex 
Hicronicn  as  Cicero  chIU  it  all  through  these  actions :  a  Inw 
and  a  rule  which  had  been  densed  and  imposed  by  Hiero, 
king  of  Sicily,  tbc  ally  of  the  IlomaDa  in  the  second  Punic 
WAT;  and  because  of  its  fairnesa  and  eqmtableueis  had  been 
invariably  observed  by  the  Romau  pnetors  of  Sicily  tbem- 
selves',  before  the  time  of  Verrcs.  Ille  Tcro  turn  Be  Metd" 
lutn  minitne  fore  pntniiHet  si  te  ulln  in  re  ituitatuH  i-sKct:  qui 
ab  urbc  i{omn,  quod  nemo  unquam  post  homiuum  luumuriam 
fecit,  cum  aibi  in  pronnciam  proticiscendum  putaret,  littfv 
ras  ad  Sicilian  ciiitatcs  misit  per  qiuu  hortatur  ct  rogat  ut 
Krant  in  bencfido  popnii  Itomani.  hoc  petit  atif^uanto  ante 
adrentum  suum  ;  et  »iuiul  oetendit  bc  lege  Hieronica  vendi- 
turum :  boo  est  in  omui  ratione  decumuruoi  nihil  i*ti  simile 
facturum. 

That  these  letters  were  writteu  and  sent  to  Sicily  U.C  688 
b,  C.  71  appcarK  fr<jm  the  mention  of  Pompey,  directly  after, 
as  CDUSul  designatus  only  at  the  time''>;  nud  lie  nras  elected 
consul  ot  the  comitia  cousulana  of  that  year,  as  Mctellaa  vas 

CTBt  flMio  trrtio:  Nam  ut  Taditaonium  decunuino  qiiocunque  is vellel  pr»> 
nuUcKtur ;  ut  u  am  niai  putus  evvet  arator  do  tollerct ;  ut  aiil«  Kaleod. 
Sext.  decuraas  de|>0TUUuE  habere! :  luce  ooiiiia  rendlUs  decumis  limit,  ter- 
lio  tc  cdixiBfii:  dico.  The  n?ceRi>ity  of  the  cnxe  r»iuiiti  llmt  we  nhould  sup- 
pona  nn  error  in  the  rtading  h«rc ;  of  leHia  for  primo.  Ttic  Kal.  Scxttles 
h)  Vcrwh'  ihinl  year  niiMt  have  b*en  Oct.  6  B,  O.  71 :  and  at  (Lat  time 
he  must  have  been  Ivuvid^c  hie  pruvintu.  Tliia  edict  which  Ciceru  npn^ 
eenu  aa  eu  ptx>ductive  o(  nam  to  him  nerer  could  have  bcvu  fleri^tvd  to 
the  tad  of  hia  gavemmeiit,  or  iamicd  unly  jnn  when  bc  was  «!t[>ectu)((  la 
be  HU|>erM!il«l. 


I  Actio  U.  Ub.  IB.  0,  ij-S,  10. 


■"  Ibid.  iS,  4i. 
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elected  prsetor  at  the  comitia  pnctoria :  and  that  he  de- 
spatched these  letters  to  Sicily  only  as  prsetor  dcsignatus 
also,  at  the  time,  Cicero  himself  implies  by  adding:  Atque 
hsec  non  cupidttate  aliqiia  scribit  addiictus  ut  in  alienam  pro- 
vinciani  mitteret  litteras  ante  tcmpus ;  sed  consilio :  nc  si 
tempus  sationis  preteriisset  granum  in  provincia  Sicilia  uul- 
lum  haberemua. 

Hte  littene,  he  continues,  judiccs  L.  Mctelli  quaa  audi. 
Btis  hoc  qnantum  est  ex  Sicilia  frumenti  hornotiui  exaravc- 
runt.  glebam  commdsset  in  agro  decumano  Siciliic  uenio  bI 
Metellua  hanc  epistolam  non  miaisset".  It  follows  that 
when  these  words  were  spoken,  or  are  to  be  supposed  to  have 
been  spoken,  the  corn  of  that  year's  growth  must  already 
have  been  brought  from  Sicily.  And  though  it  is  true  that 
none  of  these  actions  against  Verres  was  really  delivered,  ex- 
cept the  first,  (if  even  that  was  so) ;  yet  the  date  of  that  was 
the  Nones  of  Seitilis  U.  C.  684,  Sept.  30  B.  C.  70:  and  the 
supposed  delivery  of  the  rest  is  circumscribed  by  the  date  of 
the  end  of  the  Ludi  Romani,  Sept.  12  Koman  Nov.  5,  and  that 
of  the  beginning  of  the  Ludi  Victoria,  October  29  Roman 
Dec.  21,  the  same  year".  The  corn  then  of  the  growth  of 
B.  C.  71 — 70  must  already  have  arrived  at  Rome  from  Sicily 
before  September  30  B.  C.  70  *. 

*  From  the  above  pusages  we  learn  by  implication  the  date  of  the  con* 
flular  comitia,  U.C.  6S3  B.C.  71,  when  Pompcy  and  CrassuB  were  elected. 
It  muet  have  been  before  seed-time;  that  is,  before  the  month  of  October. 
The  comitia  consularia  U.C.  684  B.C.  70  n-ete  held  vi  Kal.  Sexlilea', 
Sept.  21.    They  were  probably  held  about  the  same  time  the  year  before, 

V.C.  683  B.C.  71  was  the  last  year  of  the  war  of  SpartucuH,  or  the  Gla- 
diators, or  tlie  Fugitivi^.  Appian^  tells  iie  that  Crassns,  despatched 
against  them  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  was  bi.\  months  employed  on 
that  service,  before  he  returned  to  be  a  candidate  for  the  cnnsulsliip.  'I'his 
would  imply  that  he  set  out  in  March,  in  the  Roman  Februarj'  this  year, 
which  began  March  18. 

TTiia  war,  according  to  Appian',  tasted  three  years;  that  is,  B.C.  71 

1  Aiconiiu,  p.  30  in  ii.  ronlra  Vcr-  Ctohhus,  viii.  ix.  x.  xi.    Pompciii'i,  xtj. 

retn,  Fliirus,  iii.  lo. 

I  Appian,  B.C.  i.  iiC^ili.    IJvy,  :•  i.  iitl.    Riilropiua,  tI.  7.    OnK-^iiH, 

xcv'xcvii    Veil.  Fat.  ii.  34.     PliitArch,  r.  34. 

"  Actio  ii.  lib,  iii.  17,  44:  li*,  45:  rf.  51,  lai  :  53,  113.  "  t'f.  ii.  lib.  iv. 
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iii.  Oh  the  teamd  year  of  the  PrtBtttra  Sicuia  of  Fem*;  and 
on  t?ie  case  of  Sthenius  ^fllitnera  or  TherweB. 

That  tlie  history  of  this  case,  that  of  Sthenius  of  HimeraP 
or  Thermic,  belongs  to  the  secoud  year,  I.-.C.  082  H.  C.  73, 
there  cnn  he  no  dotiht ;  the  consuls  of  the  year,  Cn.  Len- 
tohis  and  L.  Gellius,  (those  of  U.  C.  682  B.  C.  72.)  being 
meutioued  by  uamei  io  the  account  of  it,  vheu  Stheuius 
was  at  Kouic- 

Koir  among  the  other  particulars  of  this  esse  ire  are  tdd 
that,  in  order  to  e»cai>n  frtim  the  violence  which  Verrcs  wu 
incditiitin<^  a^iniit  )nm,  Sihctiius  was  obliged  to  fly  to  Rorae» 
Thermis  Sthenius  llomnm  profugit;  and  that  too  in  the 
winter  season:  Hiemi  eesc  tliictibusquc  coramittere  tnaluit 
qiiam  non  istam  comninnem  Siculomm  tcmpestatcm  calnmi- 
Intemque  vitare^  In  consequence  of  this  flight  a  false  ac- 
cuMtion  was  got  up  by  Verres  agaiust  htto  in  hia  absence ;  ia 
answer  to  which  he  cited  tiim  to  appear  before  liim  in  person 
on  the  Kalends  of  December :  Edicit  statira  ut  Kolendia  Dc- 
ecmbribus  iidstt  Stbenius  Syracusis  *. 

ws*  iu  third  year.  If  to,  it  miiBl  have  brokea  out  B.  C.  73.  He  nim* 
lioas  that  in  this  Ust  year,  K.  C.  71,  LiicuUua  returning  bam  Asia,  and 
now  ftl  HruDduaium,  cuittributrd  to  ita  ti?rmiiiaUon.  Uut  he  has  coQ' 
founded  in  this  inistance  L.  LucuHum,  comul  U.  C.  680  B.  (.*.  74.  with 
M.  Lucullua,  his  cousin,  consul  U.C.  681  B.C.  73.  This  latter  might 
be  returning  from  bis  prorince  (Macedonia  and  I'hriLce)  al  ibe  fod  of 
\J.C.  6A3  B.  C.  ;i,in  time  tu  aiiukl  CnuiUH^. 

'I^  war  of  th«  Kugiti\-i  is  alluded  to  by  Cicero  also  ^  aa  hanag  coin- 
cided in  part  with  the  adminiBtration  of  Sicily  by  Verrest  and  so  it  must 
hare  done,  if  it  la^'tcd  from  U.  C  7.1-71.  It  appcarn  from  biro  alto  that 
eome  part  of  it  L-smc  williio  the  term  of  lliv  ftuvcrniiicnt  of  the  pnrtor  be- 
fore Verrcft*,(C.NorbaniM.)  The  last  half  of  his  year  might  eotacade  wilh 
the  beginning  of  the  war  in  qtication. 

'llie  rMnaindeT  of  these  Ft^[itivi,  having  bcea  driven  inlo  Bruuhm. 
(vcro  medilating  a  paaiage  into  Sicily  when  they  were  finally  cut  off  by 
Crasnu'. 

■  Entrnpiiu.  vi.  fi — S.     Uirr,  xcrli.  <  Ibid.  4,  8  t  cf.  91,  «(  9    ifi.  49. 

Parti  TrivmphklM,  U.C.  A.Si.  '  117. 

>  Ot»Uo  X.  In  Vorr.  ti.  Ub.  *.  1,  j-  1  Flonu,  Ul.  to,  1^ 
4,«. 

P  AftloU.  lib.  (L  J4,8l— 41,  101  ;  U.86:  Ub.f*.  19,41.  1  Ibid.  39.95. 
•  Ihid  37.91.  »  Ibid.  J**.  9 J— 95. 
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It  appears  too  that  Sthenius  must  have  so  timed  his  escape 
firom  Sicilj  as  to  have  been  arrived  at  Borne  30  days  at  least 
before  the  Kalends  in  question ;  for  the  news  of  this  citation 
at  STracnae  followed  him  to  Borne,  and  reached  him  there 
80  days  before  the  daj  appointed  for  his  appearance :  Et  enrt 
•patiom  diwum  fere  triginta  ante  Raleadas  Decembres ;  quo 
die  iste  ut  Sthenius  Sjracusia  adesset  edixerat  t.  And  as  all 
this  came  in  the  year  of  Gellias  and  Lentulus,  which  entered 
on  the  Kalends  of  January  U.  C.  683,  Feb.  4  B.  C.  72 ;  it  is 
manifest  that  it  must  have  been  only  at  the  end  of  their  year, 
v.  G.  682  B.  C.  72  exeunte,  that  Sthenius  could  have  come  to 
Rome. 

The  Boman  December,  U.  C.  682,  would  bear  date  January 
19  B.  C.  71 :  the  Boman  November  December  21  B.  0.  72. 
If  Sthenius  was  already  at  Borne  on  or  before  the  Kalends  of 
KoTember,  U.  C.  682,  he  could  not  have  set  sail  from  Sicily 
later  than  the  Ides  of  October  Dec.  4 ;  and  he  might  have 
done  BO  earlier.  Winter  must  be  considered  to  have  set  in 
long  before  that  time ;  and  winterly  weather  would  have  been 
nothing  extraordinary  even  before  the  middle  of  November. 
It  is  most  probable  that  Sthenius  actually  made  the  passage 
towards  the  end  of  November.  Cicero  clearly  speaks  of  the 
time  of  the  year,  when  he  was  crossing  the  sea,  as  Adversum 
navigatioui ;  though  the  passage  was  made  in  safety  :  Hie, 
qui  Bomam  veniaset,  satisque  feliciter  anni  jam  adverse  tem- 
pore navigasaet,  omniaque  habuiaset  eequiora  et  placabiliora 
quam  animum  pnetoris  atque  hospitia,  rem  ad  amicos  suos 
detnlit™:  that  ia,  the  citation  from  Verres  just  received. 
That  citation  itself  would  probably  follow  him  without  much 
delay  ;  and  if  it  reached  him  at  Borne  before  the  Kalends  of 
November  (Dec.  21)  it  had  probably  been  despatched  from 
Sicily  soon  after  the  Ides  of  October :  in  which  case  Sthenius 
too  must  have  made  his  escape  only  a  few  days  carUer. 

iv.  On  the  chronology  of  the  year  of  the  Action,  U.  C.  684 

B.  C.  70. 
We  proceed  in  the  last  place  to  the  year  of  the  accusation 
or  action  itself,  U.  C.  684  B.  C.  70. 
One  date  in  this  year  has  been  handed  down  in  terms,  the 
■  Actio  ii.  Lib.  u.  39, 96 :  38, 9: — 40,  97.  "  ii.  lib.  U.  38,  95. 
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KoDK  Sextiles,  the  date  of  the  Actio  prinm,  Konie  sunt  Lodie 
Sextiles*,  September  30  II.  C.  70:  and  Ascooius  lias  pr*- 
leired  another,  that  of  the  Comitia  consalaria  the  rame 
fear,  vi  Kaluudna  Seitilcs^  September  21  :  to  which  Cicera 
also  alludes  T  at  the  time  of  the  action  as  hut  lately  otct. 
Neither  of  these  dates  was  Kiindinal :  though  iv  Knleiidu 
Soxtiles  Quinctilis  29  was  so,  and  viii  Id.  SextUes  (Scxtilisfi) 
likewise, 

lliit  the  chrono1(^y  of  these  proceeding*  requirei  to  be 
traced  much  further  hack.    It  appears  that,  after  the  dccisiaa 
of  the  question  I)e  DiTiuatioiie,  irhen  the  conduct  of  the  ac- 
cusation of  Verre*  was  committed  to  Cicero  instead  of  to  Q. 
Cscihus  Niger  the  qmestor  ofYcrres,  he  applied  for  a  certain 
number  of  dnys,  before  the  case  should  come  on ;  in  order  to 
go  to  Sicily  Bud   collect  the  materiula  for  the  prosecution. 
Somo  one  however,  at  that  point  of  time,  was  suborned  by 
the  opposite  party  (o  commence  a  «imi]Ar  suit  Against  the 
prtetor  of  Acliaia ;   and  to  apply  for  a  similar  grant  of  timi 
forthesnme  kind  of  purpose:  hut  so  as  to  profess  to  be  satisfii 
with  tioo  days  less  than  the  term  for  wliich  Cicero  had  m 
application.     Iliujue  cum  ego  diem  in  Sicilia  inquirendi  per' 
exiguam  postulavissem ;    invenit  istc  qui   sibi   in   Achajam 
biduo  brcviorcm  dJcrei  postulan;t* — Intcrposuiatia  accusato^^ 
rem  qui  cum  ego  roihi  c  et  x  dies  soloa  in  Siciliam  poHtulos^' 
scm  c  ct  viii  sibi  in  Aeliaiam  postularet*.    And  thia  acauator 
Achainus,  according  to  Aseoniusi'.  was  either  Rupilius  or  Q. 
Mctellus  XepoB  ;    and  the  reii$  denounced  by  him  was  cithc:^^ 
Oppius  or  Curio.  i| 

The  object  however  of  this  pretended  accusation  of  tha 
pnctor  of  Achaia  was  to  gain  time  in  bcbnlf  of  Verres :  for  u 
Cicero  hatl  sUpulated  for  1  lU  days  aud  this  sccoud  tu^cuscr  for 
lOS,  whatsoever  despatch  he  might  himself  make  in  prosccuthig 
aud  completing  his  in<|uiri(»i  in  Sicily,  he  could  not  come  into 
court  with  hin  cuHe,  nor  actually  be  heard  iu  Recusation,  until 
this  other  accuser  had  used  up  his  time  too.  Though  therefore 
this  hujifijfilai'  A  cha'iciis.  as  he  com  plains'',  never  got  as  far 
bis  way  to  Acliaia  as  liruudisium,  while  he  himself  was  travi 


1*.  io.  in  ti  Cdntn  Vmv«iii. 
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ing  tbe  whole  of  Sicily ;  and  though  he  made  such  a  diligeut 
use  of  his  time  in  Sicily  as  to  finish  his  business  there  in  fifty 
day8<>;  atill  he  was  obliged  to  wait  until  tbe  expiration  of  the 
108  days,  which  had  been  allowed  to  the  other  prosecutor, 
befiore  he  could  do  any  thing  further :  by  which  meanSj  as  he 
himself  observes,  he  was  robbed  of  three  montlis  of  the  time 
which  would  have  been  the  most  suitable  of  all  for  his  pur- 
pose, and  free  from  those  iuterruptions  and  delays  to  which 
the  time  actually  left  him,  between  the  Nones  of  September 
and  the  end  of  the  year,  was  notoriously  exposed :  Menses 
mihi  tres  cum  eripuissetis  ad  agendum  maxime  appositos  <>. 

Now  since  it  appears  from  his  own  account  that  he  had 
demanded  only  110  days,  and  that  he  actually  spent  50  of 
these  in  Sicily ;  he  must  have  lost  at  the  utmost  through  this 
contrirance  of  the  opposite  party  only  108 — 50  or  58  days. 
If  then  he  was  robbed  in  reality  of  only  58  days,  it  is  not 
easy  to  see  in  what  sense  he  could  complain  of  having  lost 
three  months ;  unless  these  58  days  de  facto  contained 
among  them,  parts  at  least  of  three  distinct  months.  On  this 
supposition,  the  third  month  must  have  been  Sextilis,  in 
which  the  case  came  on  at  last ;  and  so  much  of  that  month 
as  had  elapsed  up  to  the  Nones,  on  which  day  the  case  was 
opened,  must  be  set  down  to  the  account  of  that  month. 
There  would  remain  58 — 4  or  54  days  :  and  31  of  them  must 
go  to  the  month  before  Sextilis,  that  is  the  month  Quinctilis. 
It  follows  that  the  first  month  of  the  three  must  have  been 
Junius ;  and  the  part  of  Junius  which  Cicero  had  lost  must 
have  been  the  last  twenty-three  days,  from  the  7th  inclusive 
to  the  end.  On  this  principle  the  last  of  the  50  days  actually 
passed  in  Sicily,  in  making  inquiries  there,  must  have  been 
the  6th  of  the  Roman  Junius;  and  therefore  the  first  must 
have  been  the  17th  of  the  Roman  April,  June  14  B.C.  70. 
Cicero  then  must  have  arrived  in  Sicily  not  later  than  June 
14  B.  C.  70;  and  whensoever  he  himself  arrived  there  Me- 
tellus,  the  regular  praitor  of  the  year,  had  not  yet  been  30 
days  in  the  island  before  him  ". 

The  action  itself  was  opened  in  court  on  the  Nones  of 

*  Ibid.  loc.  cit.  *   ii.  Lib.  ii.  57,  140.     Cf.  56,  1301 

'  ii.  Lib.  i.  n,  50.     Cf.  Asconiu,      Lib.  iii.  36,  64. 
p.  S4.  55- 
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Scitilia,  at  or  after  tlic  ninth  hour  of  the  day  :  Nontc  suut 
lioiiie  ScxlilcH :  hora  nona  convenire  carpistia  :  forwhicli  re«- 
aon  be  reckons  that  day  as  good  as  lost :  Htnic  diem  jazn  ne 
numerant  <juideni.  la  ten  days'  time  the  Liidi  Yotivi  of 
Ponipcy  (for  the  close  of  the  Bcllum  Servile  B.  C.  71  ^,  and 
after  thnc  the  Ludi  Romam,  and  by  and  by  the  Ladi  Vi- 
ctoria; of  SiiUrk,  and  then  the  LimH  Plebrii,  might  all  be 
looked  for  in  their  turns.  Decern  dies  aunt  ante  Lndos  Vo- 
tiros  quos  Cn,  Pompeius  facturus  est :  hi  ludi  dies  quindecim 
auferciit.  deirxde  coutiuiio  Koumiii  conseqiieutur.  ila  prope 
xl  diebus  ititcrpositis  turn  denique  su  ad  ea  quw  n  nobis  dictft 
eriint  responsuros  esse  arbitra,Dtiir.  deinde  so  ducturos  et 
diccndo  et  ei^cusando  facile  ad  Ludoa  Victoria;,  cum  his  V\c- 
beios  cAse  conjunctos:  secundum  quos  aut  oulli  aut  p&uci 
dies  nd  a^nduin  futuri  aunt*. 

Tt  appoirs  from  the  sequel  that  the  time  actTinlly  taken  ap 
in  these  first 'proceeding*  was  nine  days'';  which  arc  pro- 
bably to  be  rc-ckoncd  inclusive  of  the  Noucs  of  Scxtilis, 
though  so  tittle  of  that  day  was  still  reraainiug  when  the 
court  met.  If  bo,  they  extended  down  to  tbe  day  before  the 
Ludi  Votivi  of  Pompey  exclusive ;  Sextitis  14  October  9. 
These  games  woidd  begin  tbe  next  day,  Scxtilis  15  October 
10;  and  tlicy  would  last  (15  days)  until  Pridic  Kalcndas 
Septembres  October  24  inclusive.     The  Ludi  liomani  would 

*  There  is  no  nrntion  here  of  tiny  \,\\A\  Circnitea;  ihmigh  in  the 
Julian  caleadar  gantei  at  th»L  name  fullnw  tii«!  Liiili  Rorukni ;  from  Sep- 
tembcr  1^-19.  The)-  miuht  be  iacluded  under  tbe  uune  af  Ludi  Romani 
in  general ;  for  ihosB  too  vvf  re  Luiii  (5rcen»M,  and  by  way  of  distinclioo, 
Ludi  Circennci  Mogni.  In  «  «ubxei|nvnt  rrftrrtnce  (Actio  u.  lib.  tr.  15, 
33)  the  I.udi  (*irren*«8  nrr  alluded  10  as  roiDjirebended  in  the  jteiiod  of 
the  CotDpfKDdinBlio  of  Verren. 

Ill*  Ladi  Circeuted  are  recofinised  Philippics  ii.  43,  no.  Cf.  V. 
19:1.4, 11  :  5,  la:  6.  14.  rhilijiinra  i  wu drlirrre4  Sepleinbrr  3  Rom 
AatODy's  uuttrcr  to  it  t;  dafs  after;  xih.  Kal.  Octobrca.  Septeinber  19 
Rornxn.  Phihppica  ii  tdso  la  «u]>posed  to  hare  been  delivered  ibe  ssow 
day,  Septembo'  ly,  in  answer  lo  Antony.  Cf.  44.  1  la  :  v.  7. 19. 20.  Now 
the  dny  before  th)^  Septenihcr  18,  is  caIIcJ  ihc/onrfAof  ilie  Ludi  in  (^rco : 
ii.  43,  110.  Coniicquently  Sr|ileinber  15  must  have  tuten  Uic  /trst. 
And  that  is  agreeable  to  ilie  calcndani.  which  have  the  Equorum  Prubati 
indeed  on  the  14th,  but  the  Ludi  in  Circo  fint  on  the  i^th. 


■4 

r  lo  I 


<  AKtPniu,  )t,  36.  ■  Ibid.  37.  >  lib.  L7,  so :  60,  igft. 
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bc^n  September  4  Roman  October  28,  and  would  last  to 
September  12  Roman  NoTeraber  5. 

Now  as  the  law  allowed  both  the  accuser  and  the  defender 
twenty  dajsi^  (the  oqc  for  the  accusation,  the  other  for  the 
defence,)  and  Cicero  had  yet  made  use  of  no  more  of  his 
twenty  than  nine ;  it  would  follow  that  even  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  Ludi  Romani,  September  12  Roman  November  5 
Julian,  there  would  still  be  eleven  of  tbe  twenty  remaining, 
September  12—28  inclusivej  which  by  law  must  be  regarded 
as  the  property  of  the  accuaer :  whether  he  chose  to  make 
any  use  of  them  or  not.  And  until  these  days  also  had  ex- 
pired the  accused  party  could  not  be  expected  to  ienter  ou 
his  defence ;  if  he  did  not  otherwise  care  to  do  so.  The  ob- 
jetA  of  Yerres  and  of  his  counsel  in  the  case  was  to  gain  time 
by  every  means  in  their  power ;  and  it  was  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that  he  would  begin  his  defence  a  moment  earlier  than 
the  law  compelled  him  to  do  so. 

This  being  the  case,  we  may  observe  that  from  the  13th  of 
Sextilis  the  last  of  the  nine  days'  action  of  Cicero  to  the  24th 
of  September  Roman,  the  first  day  on  which  Verres  could  be 
legally  compelled  or  expected  to  enter  on  bis  defence,  there 
would  be  juat  40  days.  September  24  would  be  the  40th 
day  itself.  This  consequently  must  be  what  Cicero  means 
by  his  allusion  to  the  possible  case  of  a  reply  on  the  40th 
day,  or  after  40  days  ;  when  the  accusation  might  have  been 
so  long  over  as  almost  to  have  been  forgotten  i'.  It  follows 
consequently  that  these  forty  days  could  have  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  interval  between  the  Ludi  Romaui  and  the 
liudi  Yictorise ;  and  therefore  that  in  explaining  them  of  this 
interval  Cicero's  learned  commentator  Asconius^  must  have 
made  a  mistake.  They  can  be  referred  to  nothing  but  the 
close  of  Cicero's  first  action,  Sextilis  13,  (which  in  fact  was 
tbe  dose  of  the  proceedings  on  his  part  once  for  all,)  and  the 
hypothetical  commencement  of  the  reply  of  Verres,  12  days 
after  the  Ludi  Romani,  September  24  Roman ;  until  which 
time  the  cause  is  supposed  to  have  been  comperendinated, 
ampliated,  or  put  off  for  a  fresh  hearing,  at  the  close  of  the 
first  proceedings  themselves. 

■Awonini,  55,  In  iii  Contra  Veirem.  ^  Actio,!.  <fli;4:  ii  Lib.ii.  11,50. 

I  P.  41(43:  Id  iL  Contra  Verr. 


814     On  the  Verification  oj  Ike  Roman  Caimtar.      diss.  xru. 

And  Its  to  tho  interval  in  question  bctveen  the  Lndi  Bo- 
maiii  and  the  Ludi  Victoriip,  it  may  Ijc  collected  from  n  tixh- 
Bcquent  p»ssa»e  that  it  must  bare  been  Ui  day^.  Cic<iro  bad 
just  been  apcnliing  of  the  contrivance  of  Verres,  wJienjb.v  bo 
had  manngcd  to  strike  40  dnyn  nil  at  once  out  of  the  calendar 
of  Ceplialwliim  in  Sicily  :  and  thin  leads  liim  to  obaen-B,  Hoc 
u  itonise  fieri  posset  certc  aliqiia  rntione  cipugnasaet  isto  nt 
dieH  xlr  inter  biuo»  ludos  tullerentnr  per  quoa  solo*  judicium 
fieri  posset"'.  Tbe  last  day  of  the  Ludi  Romani  being  Sep- 
tember 12  lloman,  this  gives  tbe  first  day  of  the  Ludi  Vi- 
ctoria*, tbe  '16th  day  after,  October  '20  Kouian,  ir  Kateuda* 
Novcaibrcs;  leaving  't5  days  clear  between  the  Inat  day  of 
the  Ludi  Roniaui  and  tbe  first  day  of  tbcac  Ludi  Victoria. 

And  wi-  arc  8truii[;ly  inclined  to  tlic  opinion  that  this  day, 
iv  Kal.  KovcnilircM,  October  'Zii  llonian,  was  the  actual  date  of 
theHe  Ludi  Victoria  as  orit;iiially  instituted  by  Sulla,  and  aa 
•till  kept  up  at  this  time ;  though  in  Ibe  Matia-an  calendar. 
as  we  bare  tic«u,  tbe  date  assigued  them  is  vi  Kalcudaa  No- 
vembres,  October  27  llomaa.  This  opinion  is  much  cou- 
firmed  by  the  Nundinal  character  of  the  Roman  October, 
U.C.  (i74  B.C.  80,  when  tliCHC  games  were  probably  first 
celebrated;  for  that  being  4  tiie  2Hth  was  Nundinal,  hut  not 
the  29th ;  so  that  these  games  would  begin  in  the  first  in- 
stance on  the  day  af^er  the  Nundinal  day".  Moreover  since 
it  appears  from  the  Antiatine  calendar  that  there  were  games 
■n  circo  ou  the  tirst  of  November  also,  wltich  must  bnve  beeo 
included  originsdiy  in  these  Ludi  Victoria!  of  SuUa:  theac 
games  iu  tbeJuUau  calendar  ou  that  principle  must  havo 
luted  from  the  vi  Kal.  Novomhres  inclusive  to  the  Kal.  No- 
Tomhrea  inclusive  also  ;  i.  e.  six  days  in  all.  (;onsci|ucntIy  if 
ibey  began  originally  on  October  2i)  Roman,  they  must  have 
lasted  until  Noveml>er  3  Roman  inclusive ;  and  November  1 
the  day  of  the  victory  romnicmorated  by  them  would  be  tbe 
middle  day  of  the  entire  celebrity.  And  if  this  wa»  tbe  last 
day  of  tUesc  games  at  this  timcj  they  ended  ouly  tbe  dtty 
before  the  d:itc  of  the  Lndi  Plebeiij  which  according  to  the 
AQtialine  calendar  also  began  Pridic  Nonas  Novembrcs  (No- 
vember 4  Roman) :  and  that  would  explain  Cicero's  obsena- 
tion  that  tbe  Ludi  Plebeii  joined  on  to  the  LudiVictorise:  Cum 
«  Ub.  U.  51,  130.  ■>  Sm  nipr*,  p.  196. 
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his  Plebeios  esse  conjunctos.  The  date  of  tbese  Ludi  Yi- 
ctorise  ID  the  calendar  must  some  time  or  other  hnve  heen 
shifted  from  the  iv  Kalendaa  Novembres  to  the  vi  Kalendas 
NoTeinbres;  and  so  as  to  make  the  games  of  the  Kalends 
NoTembres  the  last  of  the  six.  And  as  these  are  their  dates 
in  the  Julian  calendar,  this  change  was  probably  made  by 
Augustus :  and  one  reason  for  it  might  be  to  allow  of  some 
interval  between  the  end  of  the  Ludi  Victoria:  and  the  be- 
gining  of  the  Ludi  Plebeii. 

The  chronology  then  of  this  celebrated  accusation  may  be 
briefly  stated  as  follows : 

i.  On  the  Nones  of  Sextilis  U.  C.  684  Sept.  30  B.  C.  70, 
the  court  assembles,  and  Cicero  opens  the  case. 

ii.  On  the  ninth  day  after,  Sextilis  13,  October  8,  he  con- 
cludes his  case  for  the  present ;  and  Verrcs  is  comperendi- 
nated  until  after  the  holidays. 

iii.  On  the  eleventh  day,  Sextilis  15,  October  10,  the  Ludi 
Votivi  of  Pompey  begin.  And  herein  we  may  observe  this 
coincidence;  that  Sextilis  14  being  Nundinal  they  began  on 
the  day  after  a  Nundinal  day :  and  as  they  lasted  ^ee»  days 
they  would  end  on  the  day  before  a  Nundinal  day,  as  well  as 
on  the  last  day  of  Sextilis  itself  October  24 ;  and  that  was 
probably  the  reason  why  they  were  limited  to  fifteen  days 
exactly. 

iv.  The  first  three  days  of  September  are  not  taken  into 
account.  In  the  Julian  calendar  they  were  all  Nefasti.  Pri- 
die  Nonas,  September  4  Roman,  October  28,  the  Ludi  Ro- 
mani,  Ludi  Circenses  Magni,  begin  and  last  to  Pridie  Idus; 
September  12  Roman,  November  5,  inclusive.  And  that  this 
■was  their  actual  date  in  Cicero's  time  has  already  been  seen 
from  his  own  testimony  ". 

V.  On  the  Ides  of  September,  November  6,  the  court  must 
be  supposed  to  have  met  again,  and  the  rest  of  the  proceed- 
ings on  the  part  of  the  accusation  to  have  begun  and  con- 
tinued until  the  expiration  of  the  accuser's  twenty  daysP; 
viii  Kal.  Octobres.  September  23  Roman,  November  16  inclu- 
sive :  after  which,  on  September  24  the  accused  party  would 
have  been  bound  to  enter  upon  his  defence. 

»  Supra,  356.  I*  Actio,  ii.  Lib.  i.  sqq. 
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T.  On.  the  date  of  the  Vuicanalia,  U.  C.  679,  680,  or  681. 
B.  C.  75  or  74  or  73. 

A  dhte  too  which  belongs  to  this  period  in  gena«l,  though 
to  vhnt  poiut  of  time  iii  the  period  exactly  may  be  duubtful, 
is  extant  in  the  fragments  of  Sallust :  Cnrio  V  iiIcnDiiliorura 
Ale.  ibidem  raoratua^l. 

In  an  earlier  fragment  there  is  another  notice,  relatinji;'  to 
the  taorements  of  the  same  indiridual :  Eodcm  anno  in 
Macedonia  C.  Onrio,  principio  veris  cum  Mercitti  profcctni 
in  Dardauiam,  quibus  potuit  modis  dictas  pecunias  coegit'. 

0.  Scribouius  Curio  was  consul  U.C.  G7^  B.C.  70.  la  the 
Epitome  of  Livy^  his  reducliuu  ufthe  Dardaui  is  supposed  to 
have  synchronised  with  the  year  in  which  the  vrtir  of  Sparta- 
oiu  broke  ont :  i.  e.  U.  C.  681  B.  C.  78*.  Accordiog  to  Ka- 
tropius"  he  was  sent  into  Macedonia  Post  couaulatuio,  i.e. 
B.  C  75 ;  «hieh  wc  think  is  contirmed  by  Laclontius*,  on 
the  authority  of  Varro :  and,  he  Rnishcd  the  war  Intra  tricn- 
nium't,  that  is  H.  C.  73.  And  this  is  consistent  with  the  date 
of  his  triumph  De  Macedonia  et  Dardania,  according  to  Stgo* 
nint ;  U.  C.  682  B.  C.  72 :  the  consular  year  of  L.  Gellius  and 
Co.  LentuluB. 

We  sbouUI  be  of  opinion  that  the  Vulcanaha,  abore  alluded 
to,  Scxtilia  21  Roman,  were  either  those  of  U.C.  679  Sept. 
28  B.  C.  73,  or  those  of  U.  C.  681  Sept.  30  B.  C.  73 ;  not 
those  of  r.  C.  *i«0  Oct.  11  B.  C.  74.  At  either  of  the  prc- 
cMing  times  Cuno  might  still  have  been  employed  in  artire 
operations:  at  the  latter  in  particular,  he  wonid  probably  have 
been  in  quarters  for  the  winter. 

Ti  On  the  date  of  the  birth  of  Virgil  U.  C.  68i  B.  C.  7-4. 

The  birth  of  Virgil  was  another  of  the  events  of  these  Ave 
years ;  fur  it  is  agreed  that  lie  was  born  on  the  Idea  of  Octo- 
ber in   the   first   consulate  of  Fompey  and  Crassus,  U.C. 


<i  Tom.  U.  101.    Fn^m.  t*.  9>  Apod 

Konhtni. 

T  Tom.  ii.  47-     flmgrn.  iH.  t.  Apwl 
Noniuia. 

*  XCT.  vt.  Sfii.     AIm  Ftantiniu,  D« 


Slwrtft.  \v.  t  43. 
'  8ii[ir«,  jo;  Dotn. 
*  Ti.  I.  ^K 
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Floru*,  iii. 
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684r ;  the  Jalisn  date  of  which  Roman  day  was  Decemher  7 
B.  C.  70. 

The  Vita  ascribed  to  DoDatus^  mentions  that  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  country  on  such  occasions  a  twig  of  poplar 
vas  planted  on  the  day  of  his  birth  ;  which  grew  so  rapidly 
ai  soon  to  equal  the  size  of  others  which  had  been  planted 
the  same  year  long  before  it.  Even  to  admit  the  truth  of 
this  statement,  it  would  be  no  objection  to  the  date  of  his 
birth,  December  7;  for  such  a  thing  was  possible  of  the 
growth  of  a  young  and  vigorous  shoot,  planted  in  a  favour- 
able situation  even  as  hitc  as  December  7 :  which  neverthe- 
less was  two  or  three  weeks  before  the  solstice.  The  life  in 
metre  by  Phocas  the  grammarian  adds  another  circumstance 
of  the  birthj  of  a  much  more  equivocal  description :  that  of  a 
swarm  of  bees,  which  is  represented  to  have  settled  on  the 
infant  Vii^  soon  after  his  birth.  Not  but  that  there  might 
hare  been  such  a  natural  phenomenon  as  the  swarming  of 
bees  even  at  the  beginning  of  December*.  But  we  do  not 
hesitate  to  reject  this  circumstance  as  purely  imaginary ;  and 
invented  in  this  case  to  serve  as  a  counterpart  to  the  same 
kind  of  occurrence  which  had  been  handed  down  of  the  birth 
of  Pindar  and  of  that  of  Plato. 

The  life  by  Donatus^  informs  us  also  that  the  first  seven 
years  of  his  childhood  were  passed  at  Cremona;  and  that  he 
asanmed  the  Toga  Yirilis  in  his  xvth  year ;  lisdem  consuUbus 
iterum  quibua  natus  erat :  and  it  adds  that  the  poet  Lucre- 
tius died  the  same  day  :  Evenitque  ut  eo  ipso  die  Lucretius 
poeta  discederef).  Crassus  and  Pompey  were  consuls  to-* 
gether  the  second  time  XT.  C.  699  B.  C,  55  :  and  on  the  Ides 
of  October  that  year  (October  2  B.  C.  55)  Virgil  completed 
his  fifteenth,  and  entered  on  his  sixteenth  year.  If  he  as- 
sumed the  Toga  at  the  Liberalia  last  before,  March  17  Ro- 
man U.C.  699  March  9  Julian  B.  C.  55,  it  would  be  strictly 
in  his  15th  year.  The  old  reading  of  the  text  in  this  instance 
-was  the  xviith  year ;  which  was  in  error. 

r  FIiotiaa,Codex97. 84.1.  18.  Mvt-  in   which  he   wai   bom,   Andes,  aear 

tbl,   III.   68.  3.      Pliny,   Epp.  iii.   7,  MantuA. 

Vita,  psg.  I.     HieroQjrmna,  in  Chron.  ■  Pag.  ii.           ■  See  mpta,  p.  376. 

01.177.3.    Pnuper,  in  Cbronico,  693.  *>  Ct.    Hieronymni   Chron.   ad    01. 

D.     Tbe   Vita  loa>  dt.  apecifiea  the  181.  4. 
auna  of  the  nll^e  or  hamlet  (Pagus,) 
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Lastly,  the  anmc  Vitn  by  Donataa  dates  his  Heath  on  tlio 
•X.  Kalcndns  Octohres,  C.  Sentio  Q..  Liicretio  Cosa.  September 
22  Roman  U.  C.  7.15,  and  September  24  Julian  B.C.  lO^; 
and  in  his  52nd  year:  though,  if  be  was  really  boru  oa  tiie 
ides  of  October  \).  C.  6^4-  and  really  died  ou  this  day  U.  C. 
735,  he  mu»t  have  been  still  in  his  dUt  year;  he  must  have 
vanted  ^  days  of  his  02nd  year.  But  vhethor  he  did  ac- 
tiudly  die  ill  this  year,  nreurding  to  the  Vita,  or  suhic  yean 
Inter,  (r9  ap[>cnrs  to  he  iiu|)lii.-d  by  the  oiueh  bettor  auiiiority 
of  Pliny  the  elder,  and  by  the  testimony  of  Hurace  his  eoav 
temponiry,  and  by  i-nrious  considerations  of  unolltcr  kiad,) 
wu  a  question  which  we  had  occnaion  to  discuss  in  one  of  our 
former  works:  and  to  that  we  refer  the  reader*'. 

SscTiON  VIII. — Irregular  CulcMtiar,  Cycle  vi.  20.  377  da^a. 


U.  C.  685  Varr.  684  Cap.  68i  Pol)'b.  ».  C.  69. 


KalcndK  JMitumm  Feb.  zo  B.  C  69.  Nnndinal  Char.  j. 


Oh  the  dale  of  the  victory  ofLucuUtu  over  l\ffroni» 
U.  C.  685  I/,  a  69. 

In  this  year  also  u  diitc  has  beeu  recordetl  nliicb  serves  to 
illustrate  our  calendar;  that  of  the  victory  of  Lucullua  0¥er 
llgrancs  king  of  Armenia  uuder  the  walls  of  Tigrnuooerta: 
Tlpi  fuhi  Noi'ui.-  ^OKrw^pitav'^,  Pridie  Nonas  Oct'Obrea,  October 
6  Roman ;  n  day  rendered  mcmondjle  in  the  Komnn  cnleo- 
dar,  but  only  as  oue  of  bad  omen,  by  tlie  defeat  of  Ca-piiv 
U.  C.  619  B.  C  105,  of  vhich  we  have  nlrendy  made  men- 
tion': until  this  aucceM  of  Lucultiis  on  the  same  day  re- 
deemed its  character  aud  made  it  glorious  and  auspicioua. 

ConcemiDg  the  year  of  this  victory  there  can  be  no  qnea- 
tion.  It  was  the  fourth  year  of  Olympiad  eUxvii  accordiug 
to  Phlegon*  ;  i.  e.  B.  C.  69-(irt.  It  wa»  tlio  year  which  pre- 
ceded the  consular  year  of  Quiutiis  Murcius  Itcx^  nceording 
to  Dio^;  in  which  year  tuo  he  was  sole  consul:  both   his 

•  ft.  J<-n>inr,  I'liroti.  HI,  iqo,  j.  •  Itutanli.  LacvIIim,  »K*tii  rf  Cm- 

*  DiMoriMinriH  11(1  ilic  iViiidiilmmd      tnlllai,  xix.  .\|m])lbef  nista,  Lnmllu*.  i. 
Amncvtamt  of  an  Hannony  at  tUa  '  Supr»,  147. 

Gufpcb,  vol.  ir.  KB.  A|>|M-nilix.  Dim.         K  flmt^u*,  Coil.  97.  p.Ht.  1.  to. 
nii.  k  xxxr.  1.  4.     Cf.  Lnj ,  xctii. 
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regular  colleague  for  the  year,  L.CEecilius  Metcllus,  and  the 
conanl  suffect  on  his  death,  having  died  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year.  That  is,  it  was  the  consular  year  of  Q.  Hortensiua 
and  Q.  Cseciliiw  Metcllus  (Creticus,)  U.  C.  685  B.  C.  69. 

It  appears  from  Plutarch'  that  Lucullua  in  the  first  in- 
stance marched  this  year  from  Ephesus  to  Sinope  on  the 
Fontas ;  and  both  laid  siege  to  that  city  and  took  it  before  he 
■et  out  on  his  expedition  against  Tigranea.  The  distance 
from  EphesuB  to  Sinope  would  he  500  Roman  miles  direct, 
560  by  road  at  least :  and  that  would  require  4Q  days'  march 
CTCn  at  the  rate  of  14  miles  a  day.  and  without  intermission. 
And  as  he  did  not  take  the  field  until  late  in  the  year,  though 
Sinope  appears  to  have  been  speedily  reduced,  it  must  have 
been  late  in  the  summer  before  he  could  have  been  in  a  con- 
dition to  march  against  Tigranes. 

Now  it  appears  that  he  marched  from  Sinope  direct  to 
Tigrauocerta  Aift  t^s  ^m^rivrfi^ ;  and  that  he  had  to  cross 
both  the  Euphrates  and  the  Tigris  on  the  way :  the  latter 
not  far  from  Tigranoeerta  itself.  We  are  told  by  Plutarch"" 
that  when  he  arrived  at  the  Euphrates  he  found  it  swollen,- 
and  rendered  impassable  just  at  the  time,  by  rain;  but  that 
it  fell  again  so  much  and  so  unexpectedly  in  the  course  of 
the  same  day  and  of  the  following  night,  that  he  was  able  to 
ford  it  the  next  morning :  AoiJkovAAo?  8^  trvvrovms  oStvo-as  i-nX 
Tov  ^itppdrrfP  K(d  Korioirra  iroAv  Km  doKepov  iiro  \eifji&i'Os  fvpav 
^<r\QXX€v,  as  8(aTpij3^s  avr^  Kal  TTpayfiareias  f(Toixfrrjs  mvdyovTi 
iropSfieia  Koi  tnjywfxh'tf  a^fbiar  ap^afid-ov  5'  &<p'  ifrntpas  ina- 
Xupcu'  TO  pfVfia  KQi  fifiovnevov  bta  tt)s  wktos  fi/x*  r}ii.ipa  koXKqu 
6^0TJvai  itapiirxe  tov  trorafiSv.  We  consider  this  fact  a  proof 
that  Lucullus  arrived  at  the  river  just  at  the  juncture  when 
the  rainy  season  for  those  climates  was  wont  to  set  in;  but 
had  not  yet  fairly  begun.  This  swelliug  of  the  river,  and  yet 
speedy  subsidence  again,  must  have  been  a  temporary  and 
accidental  effect,  produced  by  recent  rains  in  the  vicinity. 
It  could  not  have  been  the  natural  consequence  of  continued 
vet  weather.     And  as  the  rainy  «ea3on  for  those  parts,  (as 


I  IiOculltu,  xxiii.     Cf.  Appinn,  Mi-  l  (.f.  Iliid.  \xvi.  xxvii. 

thiidatica,  Ixzxiii.  Ixxxiv.    I.ivy,  ij\'m.  ■"  Ibiil  xx'tv.     Cf.  Tragin.  Hallu-otii, 

Photii  Cod.  134.  p.  137.  39-139-  ifi-  ii-  loi.  lib  iv- 

k  Laculloa,  xxiv. 


On  the  VeriJicQlion  of  the  Haamn  Catatdar.     diss. 

wc  liopc  to  shew  00  a  future  occa»iou,)  commmtljr  set  in 
aiiout  tlic  hegiiming  of  November ;  wc  mBj- conclude  that  tbo 
time  wheu  lie  actually  crossed  the  Euphrates  was  not  earlier 
thnu  the  eml  of  October. 

The  exact  interval  of  time  between  this  passage  of  the  mer 
and  the  hnttlc  uuder  the  walla  of  Tigrauocertn  it  may  not  be 
possible  to  il  uteri  nine.  Yet  it  docs  not  appeal-  to  hare  hcca 
ta\y  thing  considerable.  The  distance  from  any  point  on  ibe 
Eaphmtcs  vhere  LueuHus  could  be  supposed  to  have  crossed 
it  on  this  occasion  to  Tigraiiocerta  could  not  have  been  mnch 
less  than  180  Roman  miles  direct,  200  by  road ;  and  that 
woidd  rcquii-c  14  or  15  dnys  at  least,  at  the  rate  of  14  mile* 
a  day.  Tlie  river  then  having  been  crossed  about  the  end  of 
October;  it  cannot  appear  surprising  that  the  date  of  the 
battle,  under  Tigrauocerta,  at  last",  Pridie  Nonas  Oclubres, 
October  6  Roman,  should  turn  out,  according  to  our  cnlea- 
dar,  to  have  been  l>Gcembcr  9.  U.  C.  C9.  On  the  contrary 
this  may  justly  be  regarded  ns  entirely  eousiateut  with  the 
course  of  circumstances  prcriously;  and  a  great  conBrmatioa 
of  the  truth  of  otu*  calendar  itaolf. 

It  is  observable  liowcver  that  according  to  the  account  of 
these  proceedings  which  Photius  has  preserved  from  Mcniuou 
of  llerHclea''"  llii-rc  wuix*  hvo  battles;  the  latter  of  them  that 
to  which  the  date  in  question  belongs.  And  in  oonntxrtion 
with  (he  former  this  author  makes  mention  of  the  enemies' 
sending  forward  their  Kttft^Kia,  imped inientu,  or  baggage  bjf 
niglti.  This  i»  probably  an  intimation  of  the  full  of  the 
ODOOD.  The  principal  new  moon  of  the  year  fcU  March  26: 
and  the  ninth  moou  or  moon  of  Chialcu,  Nov.  17.  The  full 
of  this  moon  may  be  nasumcd  on  or  about  December  1 ;  only 
eight  days  before  the  second  and  much  more'  important  and 
more  decisive  victory^  that  of  October  6  Boman,  December  9 
Julian. 


"  Pkilank,  Itucullu,  %\\\ — txi'm. 
Appi*)i,  MitliricUlicft,  ixi&k— Uiitj. 
Din,  xttv.  I.  U«y,  xt-riii.  Vvlli-iiu 
Pnl.  ii.  iy.  pTtmtltigt.  II.  i.  14.  Rn- 
tn>|iiti*,  vi.  ;,     ^ui4UA,  tuaimvKXoi. 

"  OchIm   J14.  jj8.  4 — jjg.  I.     Cf. 


Aiipinii,  lx»T.  It  mair  bn  nill(y-t«4 
friiiii  A]<piaii  too,  (Ixuct)  tlii»t  itirf* 
WD3  no  mooB  on  Ui«  ndglit  ctf  iIm 
Uulr.  unril  Ult  »X  Ltwt :  ntiil  lire  9 
tlie  iiir>Dn   wotild  aot  riao  nntil   nid* 
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Sbctios  IX. — On  the  date  of  the  Capttire  nf  XisibU  by  Lu- 
cullm,  U.  a  686  B.  C.  68. 

From  tbe  account  of  Uic  ucxt  year's  proceedings  alito, 
those  of  U.  C.  686  B.C.  68,  we  may  jirohabiy  collect  the 
date  ttS  the  capture  bj  LucuUus  of  Antioc!i  in  Mygdonia, 
betl«*  known  by  the  name  of  Nisibis ;  a  city  wliich  makes  a 
distxuguisbeii  figure  in  later  Jtomuu  history  and  in  the  con- 
tests of  the  Koraan  emperors  with  the  king*  of  Persia,  but  ia 
counection  with  the  Kuiium  history  of  tbe  republic  is  qott 
ineDtioncd  for  the  first  time. 

The  campaign  of  this  year,  according  to  IHop,  was  opened 
by  IiucuUns  .Vewovi'roy  rov  Sf/iovs,  according  to  Plutarchl, 
&ifiOK  djcjwifovTos ;  both  which  mean  th«  same  point  of  time. 
And  this  year  aUo  he  aguiu  defeated  TigrHiicn  and  Mithri- 
d»tcs^  on  the  river  Arsaiiias  not  far  from  Artaxata.  And 
that  this  must  have  been  about  the  full  of  some  moon  may 
be  inferred  from  tlic  fact  mentioned  by  Plutoreh'i,  that  the 
pursuit  lasted  all  the  night;  and  if  so  it  is  determined  by 
what  ia  next  related  to  the  full  moou  of  September :  for  when 
Lucullus  wai  prepariug  to  follow  up  Ihix  victory  by  march- 
ing without  delay  upon  Artuxatn  he  was  unexpectedly  stopped 
by  a  succoHsioii  of  storms ;  or  rather  hy  tlic  setting  in  of  win- 
terly weather,  though  the  season  of  the  yeiir  waa  only  that  of 
autumnal  equinox:  "Hpf  i'  iaqfitpCas  (pdij>oTi»piirijt  oiic  fiv 
iKvi^airTt  x«ifujp«v  iiitirfaoi/  ^apfit,  ra  fxir  vKfiara  Karat'ftfto^rrts 
if  5J  raU  atdpiaii  Ttax.vijv  iisup^poym  Koi  Trwyoj;'.  There  waa 
a  solar  eehpse  August  10  at  0.30  a.  u.  Paris,  1).C.  68;  on  the 
first  of  Ah,  according  to  our  'j'ables,  the  frame  year :  fromi 
which  we  may  infer  that  the  moon  would  be  at  the  full  about 
September  22  or  2Si,  only  one  or  two  days  before  the  anttimual 

:aiiioi,  Sept.  25 ;  and  that  this  change  of  weather  probably 

t  in  about  the  next  new  moon,  October  8. 

In  consequence  of  this  state  of  the  weather,  as  well  as  the 

appearance  of  a  disorderly  spirit  amoug  his  troops,  who  were 

now  beginning  to  refuse  to  follow  him  any  further,  the  plans 

^o(  LucuUus  fur  tbo  rest  of  the  campaign  were  altered ;  and 

^^r  '  axT*.  4.  *  Lucd]1im,  xxxi.  Cf.  Appjan,  Mithrithtics,  bxxvi.  Pn- 

^npnmu  SttUtutii,  it.  loS.  lib.  *.  '  Lvc.  zziii. 

^ft     KAt.  1TA1..  I'OL.  Ill,  T 
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instead  of  contmuiug  his  roate  to  Artoxata,  in  the  midst  of 
the  hieak  anil  winterly  regions  of  Armenia,  he  marchod  into 
the  warmer  rlimatc  of  Mesopotamia,  and  there  laid  siege  to 
Nifiibis :  the  beginning  of  which  would  thus  probably  &U 
still  in  the  month  of  October.  The  statement  of  Dio  at  le»t, 
that  the  siege  began  'Ei'  r^  Stpti',  must  be  in  error.  Plu- 
tarch says  it  was  i-cduced  'Kv  oAfya  \p6vf*:  Dio  that  the 
siege  lasted  until  the  beginning  of  winter*.  And  both  state- 
ments would  be  consistent  if  it  began  to  be  besieged  towards 
the  end  of  October,  and  was  actually  reduced  soon  after  the 
beginning  of  November;  which  was  ordinarily  reckoned  in 
these  times  to  he  the  beginning  of  winter  also. 

But  Dio  adds^  that  it  was  taken  at  last  not  only  at  the 
beginning  of  winter,  but  on  a  night  when  there  was  no  moon; 
and  in  the  midst  of  a  violent  storm  of  thunder  and  rain : 
which  in  our  opinion  ia  a  dear  intimation  of  the  first  setting 
in  of  the  rainy  season ;  the  prelude  to  which,  (as  we  should 
be  able  to  prove  by  aotiiid  examples  of  the  fact,)  in  these 
quarters  was  almost  always  a  natural  ]ihcnouicuon  of  this 
kind :  easily  accounted  for  by  the  long  droughts  and  conti- 
nued heat  of  the  summer  in  the  same  parts.  And  the  usual 
time  of  the  occitrrence  of  this  change  of  the  weather,  and  »o 
ushered  in,  was  the  first  or  second  week  in  November  also. 
The  new  moon  of  November  B.  C.  (38  may  be  assumed  as 
about  the  Gth  of  that  month.  And  about  tliis  time  wc  should 
date  the  capture  of  Niaibis,  on  one  of  the  nights  of  the  sUent 
moon;  three  days  before  the  end  of  the  preceding  moon,  Nov. 
3 — 6,  or  three  days  after  the  beginning  of  this,  Nov.  6 — 9, 

Section  X. — Irregular  Caiendart  Cycle  vi.  22. 378  d^tys, 

U.  C.  68;  Van.  686  Cap.  684  Polyb.  B.  C.  67. 

C.  Calpumiua  Piut 
M'.  Aeiliut  Glabrui. 


Kilendie  Jniniariir  Feb.  si  B.  C.  67.  Iffnndina!  Chir.  7. 


On  the  last  day  of  this  year,  by  the  contrivance  of  the  tri- 


•  Ibid.  nxT.  6 1  cT.  7.    Ct  Appiui,  UitbridMia,  luxvii.     PlatiRb,  Laeil- 
Jas,  xxxii.  '  exkv.  6,  7.    CI.  'Swurapvu,  lU  7. 
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bune  MasUius,  a  law  waa  passed  to  gire  the  Libertim  the 
privilege  of  voting  in  the  Hiimc  tribes  as  their  patrons:  Merft 

The  observable  circumstHMcc  for  the  illustration  of  the 
calendar  is  that  the  tribune,  having  previously  got  together  a 
number  of  supporters  'Ek  roC  6/xJXuv,  both  proposed  and  car- 
ried his  measure  on  this  day  Xlph^  ia-tiipav.  We  look  upon 
this  as  an  iutimation  that,  on  the  hist  day  of  U.  C.  687  Dec. 
29  Roman,  the  moon  was  very  probably  at  or  nbout  tlio  full; 
8o  as  to  allow  a  measure  of  this  kind  to  be  proposed  and  car- 
ried even  after  sunset,  and  even  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
without  any  impediment  from  the  dark. 

There  can  bouo  uncertainty  about  the  year.  The  vuv/iiji*^ 
new  year's  day,  or  Knieiids  of  January,  of  tlio  next  year, 
when  ,4^roilius  Lcpidus  aud  Lucius  Tultus  (consuls  of  U.  C. 
688  B.  C.  6fi)  entered  on  oihce,  is  distinctly  mentioned*. 
Manilins  himself  would  enter  on  the  tribuneship  iv  Idus  Dc- 
ccmbrca  U.  C.  687  February  14  IJ.  C.  66.  The  last  day  of 
U.  C.  687  (Dec.  29  Roman)  woidd  bo  March  5  B.  C.  60. 
There  was  a  Itinar  eclipse  January  8  at  1.30  p.  m.  Paris  pre- 
viously.  Consequently  the  moon  would  he  again  nt  the  full 
on  or  about  March  8 ;  only  three  days  after  March  5,  the 
last  day  of  the  preceding  year.  The  fact  then  must  have 
been  ns  we  conjecture.  There  would  be  light  cveu  after  sun- 
set Pridie  Kal.  Januarias  U.  C.  687.  It  is  clear  from  the 
context  of  Dio*  that  neither  this  daj*  nor  the  day  before  it 
was  A  Nundinal  day.  December  26  Roman  U.  C.  687  was 
Nundinal,  but  not  December  28  nor  29. 


■  Dio,  xtxrL  i^  -.  cf.  xut.  il;  xxsn.  ii.  14. 
IS* 


U*y,  xHx. 


Di*. 


T  1 
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U.  C.  6S6  Virr.  687  Cup.  6S3  PolTb.  B.  C.  66. 


M.  j'Riniliua  Lcpidtii 
L.  VutcuUui  TuUiu. 


KalencUe  Juiuahie  March  6  B.  C.  66.  NondtDd  Char.  5. 


i.   On  the  date  of  the  appointment  of  Pompey  to  supers 
Lucuilas :    and  on  that  of  the  battle  by  nighi  wUh  211- 
tkridates. 

The  Lex  Manilla  was  passed  this  year;  appointing  Pompcy 
to  the  com  Dinnd  of  the  war  vith  Mithiidates  estra  ariiinmi, 
not  only  over  the  head  of  LiicuUus,  hut  over  that  of  Marcaos, 
consul  of  U.  C.  (JH()  It.  0.  68 ;  antt  over  that  of  .XcUiuSj  oonsal 
of  U.  C.  687  B.C.  ^i7■.  of  neither  of  whom  had  the  proper 
term  of  the  proconsular  command  yet  expired  when  Pompey 
was  thus  commisitioiied  to  supersede  them*. 

It  appears  from  Plutarch's  account  of  the  proceedings  of 
LncuUus  subsequently  to  the  point  of  time  down  to  which  we 
last  brought  them,  (Not.  B.  C.  G8,)  that  his  soldiers  conti- 
nued to  render  him  a  precarions  obedience  up  to  the  end  of 
the  summer  quarter  of  the  next  year  {Qipovs  Aijyowof)  B.  C. 
675;  when  they  absolutely  refused  to  follow  him  any  longer. 
From  thi:9  time  consequently,  haviug  lost  all  control  over 
them,  he  was  compelled  to  remain  in  total  inactivity.  It  was 
already  known  at  Rome  before  tho  Lex  Manilla  was  passed, 
(i.  e.  in  B.  C.  GG,)  that  he  had  dismissed  part  of  his  troops, 
{those  whose  term  of  serricc  had  cspircd,)  and  had  delivered 
up  part  of  the  remainder  to  Acilius  Olabrio,  cousul  of  the 
preceding  year'.  It  is  agreed  that  Pompey  and  he  after  this 
first  met  in  Galatia";  and  from  the  anecdote  mentioned  by 
Plutarch'  about  the  laurels  with  which  the  fasces  of  Fompc^ 


■  Dio,  xxivi.  15  :  e{.  26.  aft :  uxv.  1. 
14.17.  I'hiUrdi.  !*nm|ipiuii,  ixx.xni: 
LuculluH,  xxiiii — luvi,  livjr,  o,  ri. 
Veil.  Pairr.  ii.  33.  A]q>iui,  MilhritU- 
ua,  xc.  xcrii.  Ciooro,  Ontio  rtii.  Pn» 
Lege  Mknili^     Zodm-m,  i.  4.  ^y6  C. 


>  xzxiii.  miT.  zxxT.  xinri.     CX. 
Dio,  xnvi.  f(-n.  14  15.    livj,  xcriii. 

■  Ciixm,  Ontio  xiii.  Pro  l^oge  Ms> 
niliA,  Q,  16;  cf.  1.  5. 

■  Luenllua,  uxn.     Ponpana,  xzil. 
V«ill«D«  PiL  it  J3 ;  Dio,  stTfi.  39. 
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were  vrreathed  aa  faded  and  ilried  at  the  time,  while  thoac  of 
Ijiicullus  were  green  nnd  fresh,  we  may  infer  that  they  met 
in  the  sumnacr :  and  prohahly  towards  the  end  of  the  summer* 
about  the  beginning  of  August. 

The  proecedinga  of  Pompcy  therefore  ft|;aiuat  MithridatCB, 
aAcr  he  had  assumed  the  command,  may  be  dated  from  this 
pcriwl  of  the  natural  year,  B.  C.  CO.  Aud  though  we  cannot 
undertake  to  define  the  dates  of  all,  nor  indeed  is  it  necessary 
that  we  should;  yet  there  was  one  among  them,  a  battle 
between  him  aud  Mitliridntes  by  night,  in  which  the  latter 
sustained  a  signal  defeat  ^,  the  actual  time  of  which  may  per- 
haps Ite  dctemiiucd. 

It  is  clearly  to  be  collected  from  the  different  accounts  of 
this  battle  that  it  began  about  midnight ;  and  that  there  was 
a  moon  at  the  time,  and  shining  in  such  a  manner  that  its 
light  wHii  in  the  face  of  the  ooldierii  of  Mithridatc«  and  on 
the  backs  of  the  Romans.  But  Plutarch  and  Zonaras  (the 
latter  no  doubt  after  Plutarch)  syeak  uf  this  moyn  as  if  it 
was  just  setting ;  and  that  woidd  imply  a  moon  7  or  8  days 
old.  Dio  on  the  contrary  aud  Orosius  speak  of  it  as  rising 
at  the  time ;  and  we  arc  persuaded  that  such  was  the  real 
truth  of  the  case — that  this  moon  actually  rose,  and  did  not 
actually  set,  at  or  about  midnight,  when  thia  battle  was  going 
on ;  aud  conscijucntly  that  its  real  age  at  the  time  was  22  or 
33  days,  not  7  ur  8  only.  It  appears  too  from  Plutarch  and 
2k>nanu(  that  Pompey  and  Mitlindates  had  been  eucampoct 
over  against  each  other  for  15  days,  before  the  latter  began 
Lis  retreat  \  in  the  conrae  of  which  retreat  Pompey  having 
gut  in  adTUDce  of  him  intercepted  his  march  and  forced 
Iiim  to  this  battle  by  night.  And  it  appears  further  from 
Bio  that  Mitbridatcs  himself  set  out  on  this  retreat  by  night, 
and  for  some  time  after  marched  chiefly  by  night :  which  in 
our  opinion  is  a  clear  intimation  that  he  began  his  retreat  at 
or  about  the  full  of  some  moon. 

Appiau  on  the  contrary  supposes  the  two  armies  to  have 
been  encamped  in  presence  of  each  other  fijly  days  before 
Mithridatcs  attempted  to  retreat ;   and  yet  he  too  represents 


Dio,  sxiTi.  J9 — 3J.  PluUrcih,  11 — 477  B.  rmntiiiiui,b.l.  u.  nonu, 
PaoaiMJiu,  xxxii.  Appua,  MiUmdAtics,  iiLg,  ii^i^.  Eutrojihu,  vL  le.  Oro* 
~~^-     B.  liry,  ej.  Zoowiia,  i.  4- 476      siiw,  »i.  |. 
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tlie  retreat  to  liarc  beca  begun  by  night,  though  tlie  battle, 
which  followed  in  the  course  of  the  retreat,  according  to  him 
was  fought  by  day  :  two  days  after  tbc  bcgiuuiug  of  the  re- 
treat. At  first  sight  therefore  his  account  appears  to  tlifier 
matcrinlly  from  that  of  our  other  authoritica  ;  and  yet  then 
may  be  after  all  no  real  difference  betwecu  his  and  theirs,  ex- 
cept in  thin  Olio  circumstattce  of  the  battle's  having  been 
fouglit  by  day  and  not  by  night :  in  which  supposition  Appiou 
must  certainly  have  been  mistaken.  In  every  otbcr  respect 
but  that,  these  ditt'erent  accounts  would  he  reconcileable  to 
one  another,  if  the  exact  state  of  the  case  was  thU ;  That 
Mithridates  began  hia  retreat  on  the  night  of  the  45th  day 
since  the  ai-uiies  had  met :  and  that  the  battle  was  fought  on 
the  night  of  the  eeveuth  day  of  this  rtitreat,  the  02d  day  since 
the  armies  had  met :  for  these  seven  days  (t)ie  difference  of 
52  day.t  and  45  days)  are  the  sum  total  of  the  diSerraice 
between  the  statement  of  Appian  and  that  of  Plutarch  on 
thin  point.  It  will  follow  that  as  the  night  of  the  o^d  day 
was  that  of  the22d  or  23d  luoon;  the  night  of  the4oth  niuitt 
hare  been  that  of  the  15th  or  16th:  and  coneequenCly  that 
Mithridates,  as  we  inferred  from  the  account  of  Dio,  must 
have  begun  his  retreat  at  the  full  of  tlie  moon. 

Now  the  new  moons  of  B.  C.  66,  (reckoned  from  April  22 
at  midnight  the  new  moon  of  Nisan  that  year,)  which  fell 
later  than  midsummer,  were  those  of  July  19,  August  18, 
September  IC,  aud  October  16,  respectively  ;  as  appears  not 
only  from  our  general  Lunar  Calendar  Tcriud  .\iii.  Cycle  xvi. 
0,  but  also  from  the  solar  eclipse  of  December  1  +  at  1  .-tS  p.  u. 
Paris,  the  same  year,  which  coincided  with  Chialcu  I  Dec  l-V 
of  our  Lunar  Calendar.  It  is  clear  that  the  first  of  these 
dates,  that  of  July  19,  must  have  been  too  early  for  the  ejrach 
of  any  thing  which  van  Inter  thim  the  meeting  of  Lucullus 
sod  Pompcy  at  least.  But  that  of  August  IH  would  apjH^r 
to  he  altugcthcr  milted  to  the  conilitions  of  the  case,  and  to 
the  course  of  subsequent  circumstances.  And  this  being  as- 
sumed accordingly  as  the  date  of  the  time  when  Pompey  and 
Mithridates  came  into  the  prescuce  of  each  other;  the  night 
of  the  retreat  of  the  former,  the  night  of  the  'ilith  day  after 
that,  must  have  been  the  night  of  Octolicr  1 ,  and  the  night  of 
the  full  moon  also  :  and  the  night  of  the  battle,  the  night  of 
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the  seventh  day  of  the  retreat,  must  have  been  the  night  of 
October  8,  when  the  moon  woulij  be  23  days  old  and  rising 
at  or  about  midnight,  October  9.  And  tlus  date  is  strongly 
con6rmcd  by  the  testimony  of  Applaa*=,  who  in  little  more 
thao  BeTea  days  after  the  battle  and  after  the  escape  of  Mitbri- 
datefl  ipcaks  of  liis  wintering  already  at  Uioscurias  among  the 
Colchi. 

ii.  Oh  the  date  of  the  SatHmaiia,  when  Pompeij  teas  attacked 
by  (he  Alhani. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Pompcy  continued  his  pursuit  of 
Mithridatc*  on  this  occasion  further  than  the  river  Phasis'' ; 
and  when  be  gave  that  up  for  the  time  he  muat  have  marched 
back  again  tu  the  scene  of  the  battle,  in  order  tu  found  the 
city  of  Ts'icopolis  on  the  same  locality :  as  he  is  said  to  have 
done  in  commemoration  of  the  late  vietory  ^. 

The  foundation  of  Hueh  a  citj-  would  take  np  a  considerable 
tune :  and,  if  it  could  scarcely  bare  been  began  before  the 
third  or  fourth  week  in  October,  it  might  well  detain  Pompey 
until  the  end  of  November.  It  is  agreed  that  he  marched 
next  to  Artaxata,  the  capita]  of  Tigranes^.  And  the  distance 
from  Nico]KiliH  to  that  point  nut  being  less  than  330  Roman 
miles  direct  =377  by  rond,  it  could  not  be  marched  in  much 
lout  than  SO  daj's ;  so  that  if  he  did  not  set  out  from  Kieo* 
poh»  l>eforc  the  end  of  November  he  couSd  not  have  arrived 
at  Artaxata  before  the  end  of  December. 

He  did  not  however  winter  at  Artaxata;  but  continued  bis 
march  beyond  it  to  the  regie  'AraiVls  as  Die  calls  it':  as  far 
as  the  river  Cyrnus  or  Cyrus  on  the  borders  of  Albaniat:  two 
hundred  miles  direct,  and  225  by  road,  further  than  ArtJtxata. 
And  here  he  must  have  gone  into  winter-quarters  ;  and  here 
he  wa.s  still  posted  in  winter- quarters  when  the  Albanians, 
under  their  king  Orteses  or  Orodes''.  attacked  him  there: 
and,  as  both  Diu  and  Plutarch  agree  '■j  ou  tho  Croma  or  Sa- 


*  I>»,  iKxii.j.i.  Appiui,  M,tluiil>- 
linhCT.  Stntbo.  liLj.  Oru«iiiii,  ti.  4. 
Cf.  om  DiuerUticcui  on  tho  Prin(--tplcs, 
&C.  it.  j^S.  Apgi.  xii. 

»  Di<i,xu(Ti.,t4~36.  PluUrcli,  Pott- 
pMM,  zxziii.     Mil,  ^-     Appuo,  HL- 


UtiidatiA,  dti-CT.     Rulrnniu*,  tl.  i  i. 
'  iXKvi.  .16.  '  IWd.  37, 

^  Dlo,  xxXTi.  3;  !  c£  xsxvii.  4.  V\%- 

larch,  Faropriui,  xxxir.     Appiati,  Mi- 

lliriiJatic*,  dU.     'LoaaiAt,  \.  i>,  47;  D. 

£utnipiu,ii.  11. 
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tnmalia  of  the  Roman  calcndmr  of  tbe  tune,  December 
17—39  Roman;  the  Saturnalia  at  this  period  oonsistiiig 
of  three  days '.  From  vhich  facts  it  foUovs  that  the  Ro- 
man Saturnalia  at  this  time  must  bare  been  falling  in  the 
winter. 

Our  calendar  shews  that  sucb  was  actually  tbe  caa&  All 
theae  events  belong  to  one  year,  V.C  688;  the  consular 
ycMT  of  M.  .iTilmilius  Lcpidiu  L.  Volcatius  Tullns ;  and  in 
that  year  tbe  stated  date  of  the  Saturnalia  Prima,  Doc  17 
Roman,  fell  on  Feb.  U  B.C.  (xi ;  i.  e.  for  such  a  climate  as 
that  of  Albania,  in  the  very  depth  of  winter.  AVe  do  not  io> 
deed  know  how  long  Pompcy  had  been  in  winter-quarters 
before  this  Httack.  But  if  he  did  not  arrive  at  Artaxata 
before  the  end  of  December  B.  C.  66,  he  could  scarcely  hare 
transacted  hi^  husincas  there,  and  afterward*  marched  in  the 
winter  more  than  two  hundred  milca^  to  the  borders  of  Al- 
bania, much  bofuru  tlio  time  thus  indicated  by  our  ca> 
Icndnr ;  the  end  of  Januar}-  or  the  beginning  of  February, 
B.C.  65. 

The  time  which  appears  to  hare  been  chosen  by  the  Alba- 
nians for  their  attnck  is  something  remarkable.  Our  Lunar 
calendar  »hewa  the  new  moon  of  Scbat  this  year  on  February 
11  at  iiii(hii<^ht,  the  date  of  the  Sntunutlia  Prima;  and  that 
is  confirmed  by  the  solar  eclipse  of  December  14  prcriously. 
The  surprise  of  the  Komans  then  was  certainly  attempted 
by  these  mountaineers  on  the  day  of  the  new  moon,  reckoned 
fVom  the  change  or  from  the  phaais,  February  11 — 1<3,  one  of 
the  three  days  of  the  Saturnalia ;  but  irhether  because  their  ca- 
leniliir  at  this  time  was  lunar,  or  because  they  purposely  made 
choice  of  a  dark  night,  we  cannot  undertake  to  say.  It  is 
not  probable  that  they  could  hare  known  any  thing  of  the 
Roman  custom  of  the  Satumaliix;  or  hare  fixed  on  one  of 
the  days  of  that  feast  because  they  expected  to  fiud  the  Ro- 
mans at  such  a  time  oQ'  their  guard. 


'  Dia.  y,  dL  L  kcu  vUi.  Vol.  L  ^so- 
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U.  C.  689  \mt.  U.  C.  688  Cap.  U.  C.  686  Polyb.  B.  C.  65. 

L.  Aurfliiis  CoLtft 

L.  Jklaiilius  Turijuatus. 


Kalends  Janaarw  February  14  B.  C.  65.  Nundinal  Chiir.  3. 

i.  On  the  date  of  the  contpiracg  of  P.  Autroiuus  Poetaa  and 
P.  Conielius  SuUa,  U.  C.  G89  R.  C.  05. 

A  fJuct  haa  been  recorded  of  tbe  end  of  the  preceding  and 
of  the  beginning  of  this  coiiKular  year  with  which  certain 
date!)  have  been  connected  in  terms ;  and  these  it  mny  be 
worth  our  while  to  consider.  Publius  Autronius  Pietus  and 
PnbUua  Cornelius  Sulla,  according  to  Dio'',  having  been  can- 
didates for  the  cuu8uUhip  at  the  last  comitia,  and  though 
dected  haviug  been  bct  aside  on  the  charge  of  ambitus  or 
bribery,  and  having  been  superseded  by  (k>tta  and  Torqua> 
tos,  who  had  been  the  means  of  their  conviction ;  out  of 
rerenge,  in  conjunction  with  some  others,  ibrmed  a  con- 
spiracy to  aftsMsniiiatc  the  two  consules  desigoati  on  tbe  very 
d&y  when  they  were  to  enter  on  office^  the  Kalends  of  Janu- 
ary t'.C.G89. 

This  coDspiraey  is  mentioned  by  Salhist':  and  from  his 
account  of  it  it  appears  that  one  of  the  ringleaders  in  it  van 
Cn.  Piso,  who  while  in  oflict;  was  nftcrwanU  killed  in  Spain  ^ 
in  the  administration  of  that  province  as  Pnetor,  or  on  his 
way  thither,  by  his  owu  soldiers'' :  Cum  hoc  Catiliua  et  Au- 
tTomus.„circiter  Nonas  Decumbris  (Ludo  Tullo  M.  Lepido 
C088.)  consilio  communicato  pnrabant  in  Capitolio  Kalendis 
Jonuariis  L.  Cottam  ct  L.  Turquatum  cnnsuk:9  tiiterticerc : 
ipsi  fascihus  correptls  Pisonem  cum  excrcitu  sd  obtineudaa 
duas  Hispanias  mittcre.  ca  rc  cognita,  ruraus  in  Nonas  Pebru- 
arii  consilium  ocdis  transtulerant  ...  quod  ni  Catilina  matu- 
rasset  pro  curia  siguuui  soctis  dare,  co  die  post  couditam  ur< 
bcm  Komam  pessimum  facinus  patratum  foret  °*. 


k  xurri.  3J  :  cf.  S»1luJrt,  Hdlnna  r«t. 
sri3  :  lix.  Cicnra,  xix.  In  Catilin.  i.  6, 
IJ  :  udti.  Pra  MUTPtia,  j8,  Ss  :  xxt. 
P»  P.  SullH.  14.  I>H-     AKOOiUf.  P.  1101 

III:  1 1 ;  In  Oral,  ta  Tog&  C*n»l.  Vw- 


bnun*.  JuliOR  Cnur,  ix.  i.    l^rj,  ei, 

'  Ijcir.  dt 

«>  OvO.  C«l.  xviiL     Cr.  SuMoohu. 
Julius  Cws*T.  u.  6. 


Sn      Om  the  VayUaliam  tfOe  Wi  ■  ii  Chfaidtw.    ■■  mi. 

Hk  tkimgto  be  vbterriA  here  ia  tkK  a  Oe  opMon  of 
eoMva^iia  Oe  TiIfiIi  «r  ia^^  U.C  «»  ud 
le»  tte  N«^  of  VehmiXtlB ^M Tcvvm  aoC  too 
earfy  m  tke  aatani  ^nr  to  da^ata^  Vho  wHk  la  n»f  to 
Bpi^  Thclbi^feBftab^M.  ttetetcr  ilaR*28, 
B.C.ffi.  The dMnela'arAe year  too  bd^SAeNoHi 
of  Febntwy  vere  NtmdiBjl ;  and  dtat  au^t  hare  aoiBe- 
Una^  to  do  vitli  tht  Aoiet  of  tins  daj  in  tke  Moawl  is- 
itaaee,  beaaaae  of  tiKgicaier  ciovd  and  bortle,  aad  ooo»- 
qneutlj  flonfawoa,  vhiefa  it  Bii|^  be  expeded  there  vooU 
be  at  the  tiaM.  TUm  ra  probaUf  the  leaaoa  wkj  Aej  fixed 
the  attempt  at  fint  for  the  day  of  tlie  ia^nm,  Jaraaty  I  Bo- 
nun ;  and  probtblf  too  '"ihy,  a»  vc  letm  from  Gtao  ■, 
CatUiiie  ooce  tbooght  of  executing  the  attwnpt  on  the  day 
before  the  Kilendi,  tbe  last  day  of  the  officsal  year,  the  day 
of  the  Kjaratio:  vhicfa  vat  aimoit  as  great  an  oocasioQ  a*  tbe 
day  of  tbe  ingreas  *.  Or  the  reason  why  they  fixed  on  the 
Nones  of  Frbmsrr  at  last  might  be  simply  because  tiisn 
w»M  a  stated  *acn6ce  and  cemnoDT  on  that  day  in  arte,  i.  e. 
in  the  Capitol " ;  at  which  the  consols  perhaps  were  boond 
to  be  present. 

ii.  On  /he  daif  of  the  birth,  and  on  the  ffaroaaspe  or 

GfnUttra,  of  Horace. 

There  is  another  date  alw  on  record,  whiHi  belongs  to  this 

year,  and  is  calculated  to  gire  it  an  additional  interest  in  the 

opinion  of  the  classical  student ;  that  of  tbe  birth  of  Horace. 

Natus  est  (HoratiUB)  sexto  Idus  Deccmbres  Luciu  Cotta 

ct  Lucio  Torqoato  ooosaUbos:  dcccosit  quinto  Kaleudas  De- 

ecnibfL-s  Cajo  Marcio  Oniwrino  Cajo  Asinio  Gallo  consuli- 

bus,  pcMt  nouom  ct  quinquagcsimum  annum  P.    The  former 

*  Wbf  the  Nooea  of  December  were  fixed  upon  in  lb«  6nt  inMsDce 
doc*  not  Mjipcar ;  iinl«u  it  «nu  becsuw,  s>  the  loth  of  December  Honun 
wu  tbe  Mated  ilnte  of  the  ingresi  of  tbe  Tribuiu  Flebu,  to  tbe  Noaea  or 
tlis  5th  WM  tlist  of  ilie  offidsl  tngmm  of  ibe  Flebeiao  ^Bdiks ;  cf.  Oce». 
In  Vrrrrm  Actio  i.  10,  30 :  tbouf^Ji  that  of  the  ingreM  of  the  Cunils 
Aidilfn  ws«  the  Kftlendi  of  January :  cf .  i.  in  Verr.  i».  36 :  13.  37 : 
it  lib.  r.  14,  36.    Soctoniiu,  Julius  Cie«r»  iz.  I. 

■  OnLilz.    IndciUs.  i.  6,  ij.  lont,  Tiatasns  Temp,    ad   Wjm^ 

■  Cf.  wpni.  Vol,  \\.  4^4.  eUatiii.41  ctcai.  t. 
9  HiurtiNitai,  ViU,  tji    ■(.  <#,  Jo- 
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of  these  years  waa  U.  C.  fi89,  the  latter  was  IT.  C.  74fi.  In 
the  former  vi  Idua  Deccmbrcs  December  8  Roman  answered 
to  Febniarr  11  B,  C.  64:  in  the  latter  r  Kalendas  IDecem- 
hrea,  November  27  Roman,  answered  to  November  28  B.  G. 
8:  so  that  id  Roman  time  Horace  was  5G  years,  eleven 
mouthti.  nineteen  days  old  at  his  death  j  in  Julian,  (wliicb 
only  vould  represent  bia  real  age  at  the  time,)  he  was  56 
years,  nine  mouths,  fourteen  days  old  at  his  death.  It  is 
nifmife»C  therefore  that  Snctonius*  statement  of  his  age 
at  the  time,  (59  years  or  even  GO,)  is  in  error;  and  could 
be  true  in  any  sense  only,  if  we  read  in  his  text  at  pr9- 
sent  Post  septimum  ct  quinqnagesimnm  annum.  The  same 
year  was  also  that  of  the  death  of  bis  friend  and  [latroa 
Miccenasi;  and  probably  somewhat  earlier  in  the  year: 
so  that,  as  he  himself  declares  be  neither  could  nor  would 
•urvivc  him.  he  actually  did  not  do  so  except  a  very  short 
time. 

The  year  thus  assigned  to  his  birth  is  confirnicd  by  bis  own 
testimony' ;  and  that  he  was  bora  in  Deeemher  appears  also 
from  his  own  testimony  *.  But  with  respect  to  the  day  in 
that  month  it  rests  entirely  on  the  authority  of  Suetonius. 
In  one  of  his  Odes  however  there  is  an  allusion  to  his  Iloro- 

t        scope,  or  Genitura ;  which  is  calculated  to  throw  some  light 

^m  even  on  this  day. 

^H  iiea  Lllim  feu  ini;  Srorpiii.i  adopicit 

^H^^^^^  ronaidulusuii,  jiikrs  violentior 
^^^^^^^P  Xstslis  hoTW,  «eu  tyrannus 

^^^^^^^^  Hf«[)criiv  CBjiricornuB  uiidie  *. 

^^  Frona  which  we  might  infer  that  he  considered  himself  to  have 
been  born  when  one  o^  these  Jtijjns,  Libra,  .Seorpius,  or  Ca- 
pricorn, WAS  in  tbe  asceudaut ;  though  he  did  not  exactly 
know  which,  or  which  in  particulai'  more  than  either  of  the 
other  two.  The  scholiast  construed  this  allusiun  as  if  it 
meant  that  he  was  destined  to  be  shortlived;  and  therefore 
vas   born   under  Scorpio:    Infcstus  cuim   fertur   Seorpius 


4  Dio.  Iv.  r*  5 1  S.    C(.  Suctonios,  iv.  i.  4. 

Vjl«.i7.  •  KpDd.  liiL  8:  xi.  ;i    £pp  i.  xx 

I  iliL  lii.  xxj.  I.  Rfjod.  xiii.  S.  Kpp.  i.  17. 
%x.  a;.    Cf.  Ud.  ii.  iv.  u  1  iii.  uv.  »s ;         <  Od.  ii  irli.  j;. 
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pnc  aliis  gcnesi  JiixUi  Matlicsim  :  idcirco  dicunt  physict  qui 
sub  Scori>iu  nascitnr  cito  moritur.  But  this  was  eviiicntly 
a  precarious  inference  from  bis  own  words  at  least;  wbich  do 
not  more  npccssarily  imply  that  he  -was  bom  under  Scorpio 
than  under  Libra  or  under  Capricorn.  Besides  which  a  Ge- 
nitura  ur  Horoscope  vhich  extended  from  Libra  Xu  Capricorn 
must  have  iucluded  Sagittarius  also;  to  which  no  aUusion, 
for  some  reaaou  or  other,  occurs  in  the  preceding  pu- 
ssge. 

In  fact  it  is  scarcely  conceivable  that  a  particular  horo- 
scope, which  in  the  proper  astrological  sense  of  the  t«rm  " 
was  always  couuected  u  ith  some  one  degree  of  some  one  sigu, 
and  with  some  one  instant  of  time,  (that  of  the  rising'  abore 
the  horizon  of  that  one  degree  of  that  one  sign,)  could  be 
supposed  to  extend  in  any  (tense  over  three  or  four  signs  in 
succcsion,  each  of  them  requiring  two  hours  nt  lejwt  to  rise, 
except  on  one  hypotlieais;  viz.  that  of  a  protracted  birth  or  par- 
turition, which  might  have  begun  when  the  first  of  those 
signs  was  in  the  asceudant  hut  was  over  only  when  the  lut 
vas  BO.  Such  discs  of  a  ditlieult  and  tedious  delivery  are 
liabh;  to  occur :  and  that  of  Horace's  mother,  it  appears  to 
Tts,  must  have  been  one  of  the  number. 

We  may  assume  that  the  latitude  and  meridian  of  Horace's 
birthplace  were  those  of  the  ancient  Veuusiaj  a  colooy 
planted  betweeu  U.  C.  iJ9  aad  U.C.  4G3»,  B.  C.  295  and 
JB.C.  291. 

LucantiB  an  Appulus  ancepi : 
Nan  Vraiifiinufi  aral  liiieni  sub  mriimquc  colonns*. 

And  the  latitude  of  the  aneietit  Vcuusia  according  to  D'Ati- 
Tille  was  41'  N.  Assuming  then  also  that  Horace  was  actu- 
ally born  at  Venuaia,  on  February  14,  B.  C.  O*,  we  have 
calculated  tbe  time  of  sunrise  for  timt  latitude  aud  that  day; 
and  found  it  Feb.  1  i,  about  7  h.  8  m.  56  s.  a.  h.  apparent  time, 
exclusive  of  refraction  :  and  the  sun's  true  place  at  that  time 
for  the  same  racridjan  was  about  3;i3"  22'  19"— i.e.  the  2** 
of  Aquarius;  which  according  to  the  received  dinsion  of  the 
sphere  in  Svitt  Partibus  would  probably  be  reckoned  the  'i'*  of 


<t  Ct  ear  Futi  Catholici,  iiL  455 : 
458  note. 


<  Veil.  Pu.  l  14. 
■  lieniuMi.  iL  L  34. 
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Pisces.    And  if  we  may  also  ussume  that  each,  of  tlieae  signs 
would  take  up  in  rising  aa  bdow  *j  we  should  hare  the 

3«  Piscea  Kialng  Feb.  14  at     7     8  56  from  midnight 

3**  Aquarius  . ,   14  . .    5  40    i 

aoCupricom         ..  ••    H-.    3  35  35 

a**  Sit^iturius       ..  F#b.i4..     I  |3  ta 

2°  Srorpio  . .  . .    I  j  . .  33  37  34 

3>  Lihn  , .  . .    13  . .  30    4  14 

Wc  may  conjectnre    consequently  that    the  lahour    of 

Horace's  mother  began  Feb.  13 — between  20 h.  4m.  14». 

£ram  midnight  and  22  h.  37  m.  248.  from  tnidnightj  while 

Libra  was  iu  the  ascendant ;  and  was  protracted  until  Feb.  14 

6h.  40m.  Is.  from  midoight — when  Capriconi  was  still  ia 

the   ascendant:    and   that  the  most  critical  period  of  the 

labour  was  from  Feb.  13,  at  22  h.  37  m.  24il,  when  Scorpio 

began  to  he  in  thca.Hcend&nt,to  Feb.  14,  at  Ih.  12ni.  12s.  whea 

Sagittarius  began  to  be  so  ;  so  that  he  was  truly  bom  ut  last  in 

Capricorn,  but  might  be  said  to  have  beguu  to  be  born  iu 

liibrs,  and  was  at  udq  time  expected  to  have  been  bom  in 

Scorpio,  when  the  labour  of  the  parturition  was  probably  the 

greatest :   which  would  explain  why  he  should  describe  that 

sign  in  particular  as  the 

Pan  violentior 

X&uUi  hone. 

Section  XIII. — On  the  fi4mmi»irai'um  of  the  IrrefftUur  Ca- 

lendar  through  the  sixth  Cycle  in  general. 
With  regard  to  the  administration  of  the  calendar  through 
this  cycle  in  general  something  has  been  already  said*.    The 
FoDtifex  MaximuH  all  this  time  wa.s  the  same  iudi\idual,  Q. 

B.  C.  64  latituHe  of  Rome. 
t)v(n**  »( tlic  Erllirtlr.  b.  ni.     •. 

174*  to  304"  Rjsinfc  in  3  33  to 

ao4   . .  334  . .  3  34  48 

234  ..364  ..  a  37  23 

364   ..394  ..  3    o  36 

394  •-  334  ••  I  38  63 

The  above  calculsUonH  were  made  by  Mr.  .Vdanie,  and  for  die  kLitude 
oTRoDUf. 
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MetcUiu.  and  he  aeems  to  hare  adhered,  as  closelv  ai  drcuni- 
sUnces  woald  permit,  to  ont  mle ;  that  of  having  common 
and  intercalaJ7  rears  alternately.  The  nomber  of  iDtercalair 
Tear)  in  the  vholc  of  this  cjcle  waa  only  three  more  than  that 
of  common. 

Bfsidea  however  the  case  already  noticed  of  four  interca- 
lary years  in  succession,  B.C.  81-78;  we  hare  two  in  soc- 
ccanon,  B.  C.  72  and  B.  C.  71.  The  former  of  these  would 
be  M  according  to  m]e ;  but  why  the  latter  was  intercalarf 
doe*  not  appear,  unlcM  it  was  made  so  in  order  to  dispenae 
with  that  of  the  next  year,  and  so  far  to  curtail  its  length. 
Vi^'e  collected  from  Cicero's  testimony  f  that  this  year  B.  C.  70 
de  facto  was  common.  Wc  know  too  thnt  it  was  tbo  year  of 
the  first  consulate  of  Pompey  ;  in  which  he  availed  himself  of 
the  power  and  influence  entailed  by  the  office  of  consul  to  re- 
store the  Potcstas  Tribunicia ;  which  had  been  either  taken 
away  by  Sulla  B.  C.  80  or  reduced  merely  to  a  name' :  lud 
that  was  no  doubt  n  step  which  did  not  please  the  party  of 
the  Optimaies;  and  if  there  was  any  reason  to  expect  it 
beforehand,  it  might  bare  been  a  sut&cicnt  inducement  with 
the  Pontifical  college  for  abridging  the  Icugth  of  the  year. 
But  after  all,  as  U.  C.  683  B.  C.  71,  was  the  last  year  of  the 
war  with  Spartacus;  it  might  have  been  purposely  length- 
ened by  a  special  iutcrcalation,  to  give  more  time  to  Crassua, 
and  to  the  rest  associated  with  him  in  the  command  on  that 
occasion. 

Lastly  there  are  some  dates  of  triumphs,  still  on  record, 
which  fall  within  the  limits  of  this  cycle*.  None  of  them 
offends  against  the  rule  of  the  Nimdiaal  Inddeucc. 


'  tXm.  tL  ok,  i.  mkA.  vL  Vol.  1. 1,  lo. 

•  Cf.  Ury,  Ixzsii.  tetii.  V«ll«iu9 
Put,  ii.  30.  Plutan-h,  Pompeiiu,  izi. 
K»>  ApjiUn,  B.  C  i.  100.  131.  ShI- 
Itut,  hsii.  Cat.  .19.  SMtoQiii.  Juliu 
C—f,  r.  I.    CSovo,  Actio  I.  la  V«r. 


15,16.  U.  Lib.  V.  6.1,  16.1 .  68.  175: 
Dt  LegllKU.  iii.  9.  ■>%.  Ascooiu,  P.  %, 
6.  In  Oral.  De  Divin. ;  40,  IniiiCoatn 

Vfqr^na. 
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DISSERTATION    XVIII. 

On  the  Verification  of  the  Irregular  Roman  Calendar. 
Cycle  vii. 


CHAPTER  I. 


Section  I. — Importance  of  this  Cycle, 
Thb  scTeuth  cycle  of  tLe  Irregular  Calendar  is  the  most 
important  which  we  have  to  consider;  iudecd  almost  the 
most  important  period  of  tlic  whole:  Komna  calendar:  because 
it  immcdiatclj'  jirecedes  the  Julian  correction.  'J'he  nine- 
teenth year  of  this  cj-clc  was  the  year  of  the  correction,  the 
year  of  confusion  as  it  has  been  called ;  and  the  first  year  of 
the  JEm.  Juliana  properly  so  called,  B.  C.  45  itself,  may  be 
reckoned  the  ^Oth  year  of  the  viitb  cycle  of  the  Irregular  Ca- 
lendar previously  in  nac. 

For  this  reason,  there  is  no  part  of  this  period  of  the  ir- 
regular wltninintration  of  the  cntcndnr  in  general,  which  it  ia 
more  essential  to  our  proper  purpose  that  we  should  verify 
and  confirm  with  the  utmost  exactness.  We  shall  therefore 
make  a  point  of  demonstrating  if  possible  the  truth  of  our 
Pasti  Romaui  for  almost  every  year  of  this  cycle ;  csjwcially 
as  we  draw  nearer  to  the  time  of  the  Julian  correction.  And 
it  is  a  fortunate,  or  (to  speak  more  becomingly)  it  is  a  Protn- 
dential,  coincidence  that  the  materials  or  data  requisite  for 
this  proof  are  supplied  to  our  hand  in  abundance.  In  no 
period  of  contemporary  Roman  history  are  so  many  datca  ex- 
tant as  in  this ;  so  much  so  that  the  dilliculty  and  embarrasi- 
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isent  under  which  we  feel  oorselves  placed,  vhcn  preparing 
to  trc»t  of  tbii  part  of  our  subject,  is  oot  to  diitverr  prooft 
but  to  atlect  tliecD. 

Under  these  ctrcanutances,  it  is  far  from  improbable,  that 
as  we  procewl  witli  imr  task  wc  shall  fiutl  ourselves  obliged 
to  omit  and  pass  over  almost  as  much  matter  of  this  kind  aa 
we  shall  be  seen  to  adduce ;    and  we  wish  the  reader  to  un- 
derstand beforehand  that  if  the  principles  and  arrangfmcntit 
of  the  Irregular  Period,  adopted  and  proposed  in  our  calen- 
dar, iu  his  opinion  have  been  satisfactorily  estabtiahed  op  to 
the  beginning  of  this  last  portion  of  the  whole;   there  is  fl 
nothing  to  fcnr  for  the  remainder  of  its  details  through  this.  ^ 
The  truth  of  our  calendar  for  this  last  cycle  in  particular 
would  be  a  certain  fact,  (placed  out  of  question  by  proofs  of  fl 
its  own,  entirely  iudepeodent  of  any  tiling  of  the  same  kind 
which  precedea  it.)  though  uotliiug  had  been  demonstrated 
and  nothing  had  even  been  known  of  any  part  of  the  lame 
period  before  it. 

Section  II. — Irrrgvlar  Calendar^  Cycle  vii.  2.  378  da^. 
VS.  C.  £gi  VoTT.  tijo  Clip.  <>88  Polyb.  B.  C.  tij. 

M.T^UiusCinro 
C.  Antontus. 


KalendsE  J&nuitriK  F«b.  26  fi.  C.  63.  Nundiivl  Char.  5. 

i.  On  the  Genitura  or  Horoscope  of  Avtputtia.    Year  of  the 
birth  of  Augustus. 

The  truth  of  our  calendar  for  thia  year  was  illustmted  in 
part  L  liy  the  date  of  the  lunar  eclipse  at  the  Feriic  Lntiwe 
of  the  year,  May  3  ;  and  ii.  By  the  date  of  the  opposition  of 
Jupiter,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  April  l"**.  But  neither 
of  these  proofs  went  any  further  than  the  demonstmtioa  of 
the  general  acciu-acy  of  our  calendar  for  tliat  jiarticular  year. 
There  is  (itill  one  proof,  capable  of  being  adduced,  which  will 
illustrate  and  verify  itii  details;  and  to  the  explanation  of 
this  wo  shall  now  proceed. 

This  proof  is  dcriTcd  from  the  Ounitura  or  Horoscope  of 
the  emperor  Augustus.    The  first  thing  necessary  is  to  ascer- 

^  Svpn,  p.  14  tqq. 
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tain  the  year  of  his  birth ;  and  this,  it  is  n^reed,  was  the  con- 
su]Hr  year  of  Cicero  and  Antonius,  U.  C.  691  of  Varro,  and 
therefore,  in  the  stjle  of  the  iEra Vulgaris,  U.  C.  63.  Consu- 
latoi  Cicerouis  non  mediocre  adjecit  decus  iiatus  eo  atuio  D. 
Augustus  abhinc  aunos  l«ixii"= —  Kai  yhp  in  rvxrit  airr^  ytyo- 
viifat  ffhfAfiefii^Kti  KiK^fxavot  irnaTivovTos  ^ — Natus  est  Augustus 
M.  TuLlio  Cicerone  et  Antonio  consulibus ".  On  this  point 
there  can  be  no  doubt. 

ii.  Day  of  the  Birth  of  Augustus ;  and  oti  the  Roman  style  of 
that  day  before  and  after  the  Julian  Correctiou. 

The  next  question  is  that  of  the  day  of  his  Birth ;  and  for 
thii  it  may  suffice  at  jjreseut  to  quote  ouly  the  testimony  of 
SnotouiuA^  Natus  est  Augustus  M.  Tullio  Cicerone  et  An- 
tonio couBuUbus  ix  KiUendas  Octobna, 

There  can  be  no  duubt  that,  according  to  every  testi- 
mony  to  that  point  which  has  cx>nie  down  to  posterity,  the 
date  thuH  assif^ned  by  Suetonius  is  the  formal  or  recognized 
date  of  the  birth.  It  is  that  which  still  appears  in  the  extant 
remains  of  the  Julian  calendar^,  eome  of  them  almost  as  old 
w  the  time  of  Augustus  himself:  and  in  various  inscriptions 
on  mnrhles  of  Wjual  auliquity?.  And  yet  it  may  very  well 
be  doubted  whether  this  was  actually  the  Roman  date  of  bit 
birth  from  tlie  first. 

In  the  fiTAt  place  it  is  to  be  obsened  that  he  was  bom 
before  the  Jidian  correction ;  and,  if  he  was  born  in  the 
Roman  September,  that  month  before  the  correction  had 
29  days,  and  after  it  bad  30  days ;  and  tlic  o}ie  day  which 
made  this  ditfereuce  in  its  length  before  and  after  the  cor- 
rection waa  the  iii  Kaleudas  Octobret'* ;  and  consequently 
came  between  the  day  of  hia  birth  und  the  cud  of  the  month. 
It  follows  that  before  the  Julian  correction,  and  while  Sep- 
tember had  only  39  days,  the  ix   Kaleudas  Octobrea  must 


«  VoIMds  I'al«>ivulia.  ii.  36.  The 
ten  «f  VcUaiui  in  thti  nwliii);  of 
Uxxti  it  oompt.  It  thovid  bu  tzxsxii 
($a  aot  8)>.    F«,wtiM  epoch  >*>  Ii.  C 

iBj,  it  U  nanifat  tiut  U.  C.  6yi  and 
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have  deuotcd  tlie  22nd  of  that  month;  alter  it,  and  nhcu 
ScptenitxT  hnd  uow  30  days,  it  roust  liHve  denoied  the  23rd 
of  iKat  month. 

The  next  question  then  will  be  whether  the  birthday  of 
Aiigu!itus  was  always  one  and  the  same  day  of  the  month? 
and  alwaya  the  33rd  of  the  mouth!  For  if  it  was,  its  oonii-^^ 
nal  date  iu  the  Koiuau  style  before  and  after  the  Julian  coc^^f 
rectiou  rcsjicctively  must  have  been  dificrent.  It  ninst  bave^^ 
been  the  viii  KaletidaH  Octobrra  before  tlie  corriTtioti,  and 
the  ix  Kalendas  Octobres  after  it.  And  on  this  question,  it 
appears  to  vs,  there  can  he  only  one  opinion ;  viz.  that  Augua- 
tna*  birthday  was  always  the  same  day  of  the  month :  that  he 
was  actunlty  born  on  the  23rd  of  the  Homan  September ;  and 
that  no  other  day  iu  that  mouth  ever  was,  or  ever  with  pro- 
priety could  have  been,  recognized  as  the  date  of  his  birth. 
T^  yap  T^frtf  kcI  tlxtKrrj)  rod  £€JiT€^piou  iyfyieryro,  says  Dio*: 
and  he  mij;ht  so  express  himself  adriaodly,  instead  of  in  the 
usual  Rtylc  of  Tf}  tt/jo  ivrta  KoAawJUSw  ^O)cr<ofipitov,  knowing  the 
arobi(i;iiity  to  which  dates  in  the  projier  Roman  style  in  cer- 
tain cases  before  and  after  the  Julian  correction  nere  liable; 
though  it  must  be  admitted  that  thiti  use  in  Dio  of  the 
modem  mode  of  designating  days  of  the  month,  instead  of 
the  more  clnsaical  and  progierly  Roman  style  in  such  cases,  is 
not  peculiar  to  tlua  date  of  the  birthday  of  Augustus 

If  however  the  recogniied  ibiic  of  the  birth  of  Augustus 
was  always  the  23rd  of  the  Roman  September,  it  follows  that 
in  consequence  of  the  Jidian  correction  its  nominal  date  must 
hare  been  clianged ;  nud  th»t,  if  it  was  the  ix  Kaleudas 
Octobi'es  after  the  correction,  it  must  have  been  the  viii  Kji- 
leudas  Oclobrcs  before  it,  To  this  conclusion  it  may  perhaps 
be  objected  that  in  other  nutcs  of  this  kind,  wherein  a  given 
date  in  the  Human  calendar  before  and  after  the  Julian  ctv- 
rcetioD  was  eoncerncd,  wo  have  assumed  that  the  nominal 
date  was  always  the  saiue;  and  therefore  that  theartnal  date 
must  have  been  different.  Here  we  are  assuming  that  the 
actual  date  continiic<l  the  same,  and  that  the  norainal  under- 
went a  change-  The  date  of  tlie  Palilia  fur  example  was 
slwayv  the  same  in  terms,  xi  Kalendas  Maias ;  bat  the  projier 
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meaning  of  xi  Kalcntlas  Muins  before  the  Julian  con'<xtioii 
was  April  20  Roman,  and  iitW  it  waa  April  21. 

To  this  objection  wc  roply  tliat,  in  all  such  case*  as  these, 
if  the  nominal  (Jate  rcmainetl  tlie  same  as  hefore,  the  actual 
date  denoted  by  it  uiiist  have  become  different  -.  and  in  siicli 
caacs  OM  this  of  Ihe  FHJiliH  there  can  be  no  qiiestion  that  tho 
nominal  date  woiitil  remain  the  same  after  the  Jnlcnu  correc- 
tion 03  much  jis  hefore  it.  It  was  coafirnietl  by  too  long  a 
prescription  to  be  distnrhcd.  The  common  people  were  too 
fiuniUar  with  it  and  too  much  attached  to  it  to  allow  any 
other  to  be  substituted  for  it.  We  are  informed  tliat  this 
wait  one  of  the  poinls  in  the  details  of  his  correction  to  which 
Julius  Ctesar  whs  scrupulously  attentive ;  viz.  not  to  change 
any  of  the  dates  of  the  religioua  or  liturgic  calendar,  any  of 
the  solemn  and  stated  frrio',  in  appearance  at  least,  even 
while  he  waa  cliHiiging  tlieni  in  reality:  and  in  this  scruple 
he  was  no  doubt  deferring  to  the  prejudices  of  the  common 
people,  who  neither  could  nor  would  have  recognized  any  of 
their  old  observances,  not  even  the  Natalia  Crbis  itself,  ex- 
cept under  their  old  and  familiar  names. 

But  with  respect  to  tjueations  of  a  private  nnturo,  which 
would  necessarily  arise  out  of  the  correction  uf  tlie  cahmdnr, 
atich  as  the  birthdays  of  particular  individuals,  and  their  proper 
style  after  as  well  as  hefore  the  correctioUj  the  case  would  be 
^^  cKflTercnt.  It  must  have  been  self-evident  to  all  the  contcm. 
^H  porarics  of  the  correction  that  their  proper  birthdays,  accord- 
F  iug  to  the  usual  style  anil  notation  of  such  days  in  the  c»Ieu- 
^_  dar.  in  repcattrd  instauccs,  by  virtue  of  th«  correctiou  had 
^H  undergone  a  change;  they  weru  not  aud  could  uol  \m  the 
^^■Mne  day  as  before.  In  some  instances  they  must  have  been 
^^^tee  (lay,  and  in  some  they  must  have  been  even  two  days, 
I  diflerent  from  what  they  had  been  before;  at  least  if  they 
were  noniinnlly  still  the  snitie.  Suppose  a  particular  hirth- 
I  day  for  example  before  the  correction  to  have  fallen  in  Se- 
L  xtiUs,  or  August,  on  the  Vulcnnalia,  the  x  Kalcndaa  Septem- 
l^^bres:  this  cideudar  date  )>efore  the  correction  denoted  the 
^"  Slat  of  the  month ;  after  it,  it  meant  the  23rd.  We  canuot 
•appose  that  those  who  were  living  at  the  time  could  not  have 
been  aware  of  such  distinctions  as  these.  It  is  easy  to  see 
^m    that  very  important  questions    might  depend   upon   them. 
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^bctu^  tbe  rigbu  of  propertr,  aod  politini  pmii^M; 
wlistMeTer  in  ihort  iras  cotuiected  bj  isw  vHh  the  iyr  of 
puiiciiUr  tudiridoaU  strictly  defined  and  sUictly  mdoitood. 
Nor  can  vc  suppoac  tbat  such  questicnu,  and  lO  likcfy 
ariae  out  of  the  correctioUf  vould  not  be  forcaccn  bj  J( 
Cxsar ;  nor  that  if  be  foresaw  and  anticipated  then  he  woold 
&o<  provide  against  tbcm  hy  some  genera]  rule  «*  oCfaer.  la 
ubich  ca»e,  itnce  nothing  is  known  of  anv  such  eoudtntkm 
from  testinionr,  and  ve  liarc  been  left  cntirelT  to  cOBJeetaitt 
ooncemiDg  it,  there  i*  no  reason  whjr  ve  vhonld  not  suppoae 
that  the  actual  direction  and  constitutioa.  iuteikded  to  meet 
this  [mrticular  cau  of  the  legal  computation  oi  ages  before 
and  after  the  correction,  was  that  which  was  most  obviotuty 
dictated  by  eomnioD  sense  ;  viz.  that  it  should  follow  the 
■aine  rule  as  buforc:  that,  wbatsocrer  bad  been  the  nominal 
style  of  a  particular  birthdaj  before  the  correction,  for  all 
le^I  iutetits  and  purposes  it  should  still  be  conddercd  and 
treated  as  the  same  after  it. 

It  is  manifest  however  that  a  person  of  so  much  coo; 
quence  as  the  emperor  Augustus  would  not  be  boand  hy : 
such  rule  as  the  rest  of  the  Romans,  if  he  himself  did 
think  proper  to  be  so :  ur  if  there  were  special  reasous  in  his 
case,  to  make  it  nccessarr  that  the  rcHl  distinction  between 
the  same  nominal  d&tc  before  and  after  the  correction  of  the 
calendar  should  be  taken  strictly  into  account.  Now  tbere 
were  such  reasons  in  bis  rate :  reasons  supplied  bj  hi))  Horo- 
scope or  Gcnitura  it»clf.  It  was  essential  to  his  Horoscope 
to  continue  attached  to  the  actual  date  of  his  birth.  Ita 
entire  nature  must  have  been  changed  by  changing  the  dajT 
of  his  birth.  The  judicial  astrology  of  the  time  did  not  allow 
the  characters  of  one  day  to  be  thus  transferred  to  another; 
and  a  nativity  cast  according  to  such  principles,  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  for  the  22nd  of  September  could 
not  possibly  have  agreed  to  the  23rd  ;  or  vice  versa. 

For  this  reason  then,  more  than  for  any  other,  we  must 
infer  that  whatHocvcr  might  be  the  case  with  the  birthdays  of 
individuals  generally,  and  with  their  proper  style  in  the 
calendar  before  and  a^r  the  Julian  correction  j  in  that  of  the 
emperor  Augustus,  the  real  day  must  always  have  been  kept 
in  view,  iiud  always  have  been  taken  into  account.     Cooae- 
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qaently  that,  if  it  was  the  23rd  of  September  after  the  cor- 
rection, it  VMM  tlie  28rd  of  September  before  it  rIso:  and 
therefore  that  if  il»  style  in  the  calendar,  uflcr  the  correction, 
was  the  ix  Kalendas  Octobres,  before  the  correction  it  must 
hare  been  the  viii  Kal.  Octobres.  It  ta  no  difficulty  that  all 
the  actual  dates  of  his  birth,  still  extant  and  in  the  proper 
Roman  style,  run  in  the  form  of  ix  Kalendas  Octobrca.  They 
*re  all  later  lliau  the  Juliau  correction,  when  tbat  became  de 
faeio  its  true  and  proper  style ;  if  the  day  iatended  by  it  was 
always  the  ^rd  of  the  month  '*=. 

iii  Tesfimonieg  to  the  Mnroseope  of  Avffttstm ;  and  to  his 
having  been  bom  in  Capriconi. 

The  actual  dat«  then  of  the  birthday  of  Augustus  being 
determined  to  the  23d  of  September  Koman^  U.  C.  691 ;  wc 
proceed  to  obsert'c  that  according  to  the  accounts  of  the 
ancienta  hia  Horoscope  waa  sonic  time  or  other  very  atrictly 
sud  carefully  calculated.  Suetonius  tells  of  an  occaaion  i^ 
when  both  his  natirity  and  that  of  Agrippa  were  cast  by 
Theagenes.  a  celebrated  astrologer  of  the  day,  while  they  were 


*  Scabger,  De  Emen<latinn«.  v.  440  D,  N[>eiiking  on  ihii  Nuliject  of  the 
butbday  of  AuguRtiia  and  of  iu  propvr  iilyle  in  the  Roman  cnlendar,  liu 
the  following  Rtatemcnt.  At  in  forma ^Tteri  viii  Kal.  (i.e.  not  ix  Kul.  but 
vm  K»l.  OcUibrcs);  itatjtie  in  fngmenla  Kalendarii  Romani  «ub  moitte 
IVinrtatii  effosio e  n^one  xxiv  Se[>t«inhriB  exaratam  Mt  M«rc.  Fcr.  Ex  S.C. 
qnod  ifl  diM  Imp.  Cff'sar.  NalalLt  f  st.  The  nnciaa  frafftnml  is  meant.  In 
Foggiiii  llie  entry  tn  qurHtion,  in  tbal  luleiiiliir,  MUnclb  opponiLe  to  t)it;  ix 
Kal.  Octobres,  not  to  tlie  viii  K;il.  Octobren. 

It  is  more  to  the  purpose  to  observe  thai  in  a  letter  of  .Xugnstua  himself, 
(prtacn-«d  m  A.  Uelliua,  xv.  7,)  written  to  his  grandson  Caius  Ctnar  [at 
that  timv  abacat  in  the  East),  and  oa  bis  birthiJa}',  jitxt  when  h«  hnd  citm- 
plcuid  bis  Gynl  ytar  or  grand  climiictcric.  this  date  of  \-iii  Kalendtu)  Oc- 
lobrea  for  hia  birtlidn)-  occurs,  and  not  ix  Kalendas  Octobres.  We  cnn- 
oot  indeed  assume  (be  integrity  of  the  text  of  the  Noclrn  AttitK  in  ihia 
itutance;  aa  viii  Kal.  and  viiii  were  so  liable  to  be  confounded,  and  MSS. 
xn  in  existence  in  which  the  readinj;  is  ix  Kal.  tlcl.  not  viii  Kal.  Oct. 
And  jret  it  is  very  conceivable  that  Anguatm  (who  was  extremely  sojierBti- 
lioas  about  inch  Ibinga),  knowing  thnt  the  original  date  of  bii  birtbduy  10 
dM  cilendar  had  he«n  viii  Kal. Octobres,  in  his  private  and  most  confiden- 
tial comspondBnce,  liko  this  with  Lis  |fraud(i>n,  might  choose  so  to  dal«  it 


■till. 
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nt  Apollonia ;  and  ir  so,  some  titno  in  the  course  of  the  first 
six  months  after  the  death  of  Julius  CiEsnr,  when  Cesar 
Octavittiiua,  hs  he  wns  called  nt  that  time,  and  wc  miiy  pre- 
sume AgrippH,  were  HctuKllyboth  at  Apoltona'. 

It  Bjipears  from  l>io  also"  that  Augtwtus  some  time  or 
other  published  his  own  Horoscope  ;  KaiVoi  p&r»r  ovhiv  ry 
AvyoivTtf  rwv  Kaff  lavrav  IfitXtv  taajt  Koi  ix  vpoyfia<ii^  nStn* 
■njv  rir  atTrifttv  fudra^i-i'  vtp'  cSv  h/fylvvfira  t^-tpwiai.  Sue- 
tonius attests  this  also,  adding  that  he  was  born  in  Capri- 
corn k;  Tantam  mox  fiduciam  fati  Au^stus  habuit  ticthemm 
suum  vulgavcnt,  nnniuni()ue  argenteum  nota  sideris  Capri- 
corni  quo  uatus  est  percussit.  And  coins  so  struck  by  him 
with  this  impress  are  actually  still  in  existence ". 

This  circumstance  of  his  nativity  however,  that  he  wa» 
bom  in  Capricorn,  docs  not  rest  on  the  testimony  of  Sue- 
tonius only ;  nor  is  he  the  oldest  authority  for  it.  It  ia 
attested  by  ManJIius,  Trho  was  writing  in  the  lifetime  of 
Augustus  himself:  between  the  date  of  the  destruction  of 
Varus  and  the  legions  in  Germany  U.C.  702  A.  D.  9  and 
that  ofthe  death  of  AuffUstUB  U.C.  ?67  A.D.  l-Jo. 

Contra  Coprieomu.1  in  ijiftum* 
Conrfrtit  viuutt.  tjuiJ  eniiu  toiratntur  \\\v 
MajuB?  in  Auguetj  feliz  cum  fulaerit  wtuniP. 


It  is  confirmed  by  Gcrmanicus  Ceesar  also ;  whose  poetical 
Tersion  or  paraphrase  of  Aratus,  as  this  very  testimouy  im- 
plies, must  have  been  composed  between  U.  C.  7G7  the  year 
of  the  death  of  Augustus,  and  U.  C.  772  in  which  he  died 
him  self  <l. 

CoctilidJH  invcDtor  cum  vis  Titania  ftatu 

BclUntrm  rft  mirats  Jon-m,  piclalU  honurem 

\j%  (\ienA  gcminiiH  forma  sic  sidera  cepit. 

Ui«  Auguttc  luum  genituli  curpun  numen 

AUonita*  inUr  ^ntc«  patrianiquc  pavtMitccn 

In  cu-1iim  tulit,  ct  mnlrrnia  reddidit  utria'. 


*  1^101  is.  In  *e  tpaom. 


■  Dio,  xlv.  .1.    Appiw,  I).  C-  til.  9. 
■"  Ivi.  35. 

I'  Bck1i«l,  TKiHriua  NMiiornm  Veit. 
«i.  109. 


*  AHimxnnii'a,  i.  tl<>4-90i  ;  cf.  904- 
914:    t.  ;-iO;    jl9 1-391:      79t..aoo: 

•  TartloK,  AnnalM,  it.  ;i.  59. 
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For  that  Pati  or  Capricoru  itt  meaut  in  tliU  allusiuu  follows 
not  oulr  from  the  doulilc  furta,  (that  of  the  goat,  and  that  ol' 
the  bumao  figure,)  but  also  from  the  invention  ascribed  to 
him,  that  of  the  Cochlis,  or  Trumpet  of  shell ;  which  the 
mythology  of  antiquity  referred  to  Pan,  in  the  war  of  the 
Gods  and  Titans.  Ovto^  hi  (sc,  Capricorn  as  the  same  with 
Pan)  5uK<i  tiptiv  rof  kox^^op,  iv  ^  roiti  (n)fi]j.d\ovi  Kod^TrAtAc, 

iv.  Or  the  Rcgia  Gcnitura  ascribed  to  Auffustus 
It  appears  further  from  Suetonius  -,  (if  the  truth  of  the 
statement  may  he  deprnded  on.)  that  in  the  rear  of  the  birth 
of  Augustus  something  of  the  nature  of  a  prodigy  occurred 
at  Bome,  which  was  interpreted  to  imply  that  the  birth  of  a 
king  was  at  hand.  Auctor  est  Julius  Marathus,  ante  paucos 
quam  nasceretur  menses  prodigium  lioniie  factum  publice, 
quo  deuuntiabatur  regcm  populo  liomano  naturam  parturire: 
Senatum  cxtcrritum  ccnsuinsc  nc  quia  itlu  anno  <;enitus  cdu- 
caretur :  cos  qui  graviilas  uxores  habcrcnt  quo  ad  se  quis- 
que  spem  tralierct  curassc  ae  senatus  cousultum  ad  fcrarium 
deferretur.  Both  he  at  least  aud  Dio  record  an  anecdote, 
^m  which  it  appears  that  he  was  supposed  to  have  bad  a 
Rcgia  Oenitura;  that  from  the  moment  of  bis  birth  tho  stars 
had  destined  him  to  be  a  king, 

Somniant  ct  pater  Octavius  utero  Atiic  jiibar  soils  cxor- 
tum.  quo  nntus  est  die  cum  dc  Catilina*  conjuratione  agere- 
tnr  in  curta,  et  Octavius  oh  uxoris  puerpcrium  serins  adfd- 
iaaet,  nota  ae  vulgata  res  est  P.  Nigidiura  comperta  mora- 
cauosa  ut  horam  quoque  partus  accepcrit  aiBrmasse  domi- 
num  terrarum  orbi  Datum** — 'A/ni  t«  &  irais  iyfytrvrrro.  koi 
NiyJ^to;  i^iyoi/Aor  ^ovXtvrrii  -napaxprjiia  avT^  t^v  aiirap^Uw 
ifiavrevtraro.  Aputra  yap  rui-  Kaff'  iavrov  r^i'  t*  rob  vaXov  Aloxd- 
^fiijffiv  xol  rht  riiv  iartpav  iiaipapii,  ova  rt  Koff  iavrohi  yiyv6fU- 
vot  «M  taa  rrvntniyi'vtTts  AAArjAotF  tv  Tf  raU  AfttXiatt  xaX  iv  tow 
oiKKrrdfftini'  itiortKovtxi,  intyvw,  .  .  .  ovtos  avv  rort  rinr  'Okto- 
oinQV  ^pa^vrtpov  it  t6  <mWJ)(jior  (c&  rim  tov  TraLS&c  t6kov  (i'nj'^t 
yap  jSovA^  ovtra)  avayrtitTtwra  itn^pfTo  9i&  n'  i^pdivft  ;  xai  fiaOiiv 

*  BnlMlbcnv*,  KaTa«T(pia;iii],  o>|>.  >  I T.  ^'il*,  xUv. ,{  :  litis. 

sr  :  cf.  Hfpnue  Pwlimi)  .^flrorioini-  "  V'iu,  sd*.  b. 
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iKTapa\0itna  ivl  ro^y  xal  iuxpBtipai  To  natHov  IBtX^anvTa  iit4- 
tf\«v,  tlnuv  ^t  'AAvvor((i'  ion  rotovrov  rt  avrh  irade(i>.  rifrc  ftiv 


*  Pabliiu  NigidiDB  Ftguhii,  menUoiLed'in  lb«  preceding  anecdote,  in 
tbe  opinion  af  tkc  Romans  of  bis  ourn  tiiue«  and  of  iifter>tunes  aiao  p»MeA 
for  tbe  moEt  leaned  of  tbeir  countrymeD  neit  to  Vuto;  and  to  Hcoe 
TCBpecta  was  thought  lo  he  Kuperior  even  to  Varro. 

NigidiuK  I-jguluit,  homo  ul  ch"  arbiiror  jnxta  M.  Vwronon  doctisai- 
mus'  — M.  Vanonem  et  P.  NijiidiuEn,  \-iroB  Romani  Kcneris  doctini- 
■WB^ — P.  Nigidii  ....  qoem  M.  Cicero  ingenti  doctrinKqoe  nonuoe 
aunune  reveritua  eal^  —  .^taa  M.  Ciccroim  el  C.  Ciraanji  |»neBtanti  b- 
cuadiaviros  pauiroB  habiiil :  durtrinarum  autrm  multifomiiuin  rarianicu- 
que  artiura  qnibuH  huioanltaB  vruditu  ext  columtniL  babuit  M.  Varrooaa 
et  P.  Nigidium.  8ed  Varronis  quidem  monumcnliL  rcrum  ac  diacipb- 
naram  que  per  littcni£  rundidit  in  i)ru[)<tlulo  frequent iquc  aaa  ferunlnr. 
NigidiftOfc  aiit^m  comnientalioncs  ncrn  proindc  in  vulffui  txennl :  et  ob- 
tmritm  subtilitAsque  carum  tKinquani  [wrum  utilis  derelicts  eat.  ucuti 
anat  qiue  pauUo  untc  IcgiuiUH  in  cummuiiULriiB  ujus  quoB  Graounujcos  is- 
•eripait' —  Nigidios  aotem  solus  est  pout  Vaixoneni :  licet  Varro  pne- 
cellat  in  tbeologia  hie  in  cominuntbuB  litteris :  nun  uterque  utnimque 
ecripBerunt '.  Id  astronomy  id  least,  (or  ntbiT  astrolo^.)  be  a-bh 
allowed  to  be  FacUr  princfpt  among  hif  (-anternporarie4 ;  for  which  reaMMt 
be  is  tbe  pcroon  whom  Liicnn  introduce*,  ul  tlii;  bcjRiniung  of  his  PbaT' 
■alia,  foiTcaating  from  tbe  [wutioiu  and  atpacu  uf  lbs  plaula  and  of 
Lke  leBl  of  the  heavenly  bodiM  the  impending  calamilie*  ot  thfl  war. 

At  F^gulus,  cui  cura  deoa  necretatjue  coJi 

Nosse  fuit.  quetii  non  ■telUrum  .Cgyptia  Memphis 

^qu&Kt  villi,  niitnerisqiie  moventihii«  astni, 

Am  iiic  errat  ait  tec.  ^ 
An  absurd  Btary  is  on  record  uf  the  reason  for  which  be  obtained  tbe 
aurname  of  Fi^ulua,  wbicb  properly  mcanH  a  rotter.  But  though  it  is 
referred  to  by  Augustin  ^  and  others  wo  need  not  hesitate  to  reject  iL 
The  surname  of  Figulua  wu  much  alder  than  bis  time.  We  learn  from 
Jcromr,  in  Clironico,  that  in  philosophy  Nigidiua  belonged  to  the  srct  of 
tbe  Pytbagorean*,  as  Varro  on  tlie  contrary  did  lo  tbe  Academy :  and 
that  sTut  prnbniily  the  reason  why  Cicero  dedicated  to  hia  msniorj  hit 
tran^latinn  of  the  I'imcus  of  Plato  ^,  the  idea  of  wliich  scema  to  have  be«n 
BuggCEtvd  by  their  meeting  at  Ephesus  on  aome  occasion  when  Nigidiua 
was  returning  from  Aeia  Ex  Icgatione,  and  Gcero  was  going  to  Cilicia ; 


I   A. ''Plliaa,  IT.  q,  'J  ii.  16. 

»  B.  II.  ■•  m-  14' 

(  ScrviiiA,  td  Mn.  s.  1 7}. 
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Tliia  fnct  tlieii  beiug  usumcJ  that  the  horoscope  of  Au- 
gostus  was  such  as  on  the  principles  of  the  receired  astrology 
implied  that  be  wa«  destined  to  be  a  kin^;  then  the  fact  al- 
ready Aficcrtairind  from  testimony  tliat  he  was  horn  in  Capri- 
corn must  have  been  connected  in  some  manner  or  other 
with  this  destination.  It  must  have  been  understood  that 
those  who  irerc  boru  in  Capricoru  were  destined  to  be  king*. 
JnUus  Firmicus.  a  writer  on  the  judicial  astrology  of  anti- 
quity, of  the  age  of  the  second  Cliristinji  eiuperor,  Coustan- 
tiuB.  ohcws  accordingly  that  these  two  thing-s  were  connected. 
But  firat  uf  all  it.  is  oeccsBary  to  explain  what  waa  meant  by 
the  horoscope  in  a  particular  instance.  And  this  wc  shall  do 
in  bis  own  words. 

Ortua  est  pars  Horoscopi  quae  in  omtiis  geniturse  tempore 
nb  orieutali  pnrte  primuni  emergit,  ac  per  trjginta  deluceps 
partes  educitur,  quas  a  Onucia  'AvaroKri  appellatur* — Primus 
est  locQS,  id  est  ilia  pars  in  qua  horoscopus  est  constitutus. 
in  hoc  loco  vita  bominum  et  spiritus  continetur.  ex  hoc  loco 
totius  genitursD  fuadameuta  iiascuiitur.  hie  locus  ab  ea 
parte  in  qua  fuerit  horoscopua  nres  snas  per  residuas  partes 


N 


i.  e.  B.  0.  £1.  He  w«s  c«rtAinly  an  intinuite  fnend  of  Ckrm'* ;  *nd  oae 
of  his  conttuu  counKllorB  Id  bit  coaeuUte  U.C.  C91  B.  C  63:  'O^ojar 
a  Ktft  KMttvc  6  d&4'K<^i>s  Kai  rwir  arri  <fu\f>irtxpias  imlpaiir  TTcJirXiaf  fiiyilUot, 
«  T&  irXciimi  Kiti  fuytrrta  jraptt  rat  noXiTiriic  ^XP^'^"  f^p'''^**f^-  a)>(l  hc 
WM  oae  of  the  aenxton,  commiuioDeil  by  Cicero  to  exainine  the  Indices 
or  faifiwinera  against  ihe  caiiflpiraton '0.  A  letter  from  Ciwro  to  Mm 
it  exUnt ",  which  provett  Lhal  he  muxt  alM-nyo  have  bmn  un  the  most 
intiinzte  lerins  wilh  him.  Ni)(idiuii  vv.a  then  in  baniahment :  rrom  which 
we  matt  infer  that  he  shared  in  the  mUfortunes  nf  Pompcy  and  of  tbs 
mt  who  cmbrared  hii  uiie,  from  13.  C.  48  to  the  dcdth  of  Hxsar  at  leant. 
Ws  Icara  in  fad  from  Jerome  thai  ho  died  in  baniohmvnt,  cithrr  B.  C.  45 
or  44 :  for  in  hia  rhmnirnn.  Ad  ann.  1973  Olymp.  clxxxiii.  4,  he  luis  this 
entry :  Nigidiua  FifculiiN,  ['ythagoreua  tt  tAoffUi,  in  rxsilto  moritur.  And 
wheo  Cicero  wrote  the  Preface  to  his  l^mwas,  {tt  fniKment  of  which  is 
•till  extant,)  he  apjieara  to  have  been  then  dead.  And  u  h>c  refers  to  his 
Acadonica  in  this  Preface;  it  was  lB.ter  tbun  the  Academics,  written  B.C. 
45.    We  may  conclude  then  that  Nigidius  died  in  B.  C.  45. 


B  Plataroli,  Cicero,  n :  rf.  An  S»m 
tit  fcnnds  KcapubUc*  ?  sxvii. 


10  Gratia  xn.  Pro  P.  HuUa,  tf,  41. 
4>.  II  AdFacD.  It.  43. 
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triginta  extendit.  est  iiiitem  cnrilo  primus  el  totiua  geiuture 
compngo  atquc  substantia  quce  reliquis  nditum  priebetr 

It  thus  appears  thnt  though  the  horoscope,  in  the  utmost 
extent  of  its  meaning,  was  commensurate  witli  a  twelfth  part 
of  the  ecliptic  or  Kodinc,  a  space  of  30  degrees,  yet  in  iti 
nio«t  proper  :iinl  specific  sense  it  was  aynonymou*  with  a 
single  degree;  it  meant  some  one  part  of  the  horoscope  it* 
self,  the  most  Important  of  all^  because  the  Iiiugc,  the  origin, 
the  substance  of  all  the  39  besides,  which  depended  upon  it: 
fmni  which  each  of  thfin  derived  not  only  ita  proper  place  in 
the  order  of  succession,  but  even  Its  proper  power  and  virtue. 
In  one  word  it  was  the  first  of  the  30  degrees  which  went  by 
the  name  of  the  horoscope  in  general.  Now  this  betug  the 
case,  if  Augustus  wil»  born  in  Capricorn,  and  if  he  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  born  in  Capricorn  under  such  circum- 
stances as  to  have  had  a  retfia  genitura,  to  have  been  de> 
signaled  n«  a  future  king  hy  the  powrr  and  virtue  of  his  ho- 
roscope itself;  wc  must  necessarily  infer  both  that  it  was 
understood  he  had  been  boru  in  the  first  degree  of  Capricorn, 
and  that  those  who  were  born  in  the  first  degree  of  Capricorn 
were  predestinated  thereby  to  be  kings. 

FirmicuK  confirms  this  iufercuce  also,  by  telUug  us  subse- 
quently that  siurk  WHS  actually  the  peculiar  significaucy  and 
virtue  attaclied  to  the  first  degree  of  Capricorn  in  particular. 
Prima  para  Capricorni  si  in  horoscopo  fnerit  iureuta  regem 
faciet  ac  pr'mcipem,  ct  cui  maxima  confcvaiitur  insignia  po- 
testBtis*:  a  description  which  accords  so  exactly  to  the  case 
of  Augustus  &8  to  leave  no  doubt  that  tliis  particular  degree 
of  the  ecliptic  either  actually  was  iu  the  ascendant  at  the 
time  of  his  birth,  or  actually  was  believed  to  have  been  so: 
and  that  it  was  this  very  coincidence  itself  which  designated 
and  pointed  out  his  future  fortunes  from  the  moment  of  his 
birth,  in  a  manner  no  remarkably  verified  by  the  event. 


'   IbUI.   «-■]>.  txU.    II*  Ln>>orutD   xu. 
ilcvtiiillHu.    Cf.  ourFuti  Calholiri, 
I  note. 
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r.   On  the  Julian  date  of  tlie  birthday  of  Auyunhia ;   and  on 

the  verification  thereby  of  the  tradition  tliat  he  was  bom,  in 

Capricorn. 

It  remnius  tlicu  that  vc  tthuuld  couiirm  these  various  con- 
duaioas  bv  the  t^stirauny  of  the  Julian  dtite  of  his  birth; 
anii  thereby  also  the  truth  of  our  caleudar,  irom  which  only 
vc  obtain  thiit  date. 

It  is  agreed  thnt  Augustus  whs  born  at  Rome.  Natus  est 
Augustus  ....  redone  Pidatii  nd  capita  bubula,  ubi  nunc  sa- 
crarium  habet,  aliquanto  postqiiam  excessit  constitutum". 
Servios  tell*  ut''  that  he  naa  bom  Curiia  veteribus,  and  iraa 
brought  up  lu  lautis  Carinis ;  both  localities  in  Rome.  Testi- 
mouy  i«  uuiform  to  the  year  of  the  event,  in  the  tera  of  the 
city,  U.C.  <>91  ;  aud  the  day,  as  we  have  seea,  was  always 
September  23  Rotnan.  It'  so,  the  dute  of  hia  birth  must  have 
been  December  5  B.C.  63;  according  to  our  calendar  at 
least:  Uiat  hciug  the  Julian  dnte  of  Sept.  23  Roman  U.C. 
691,  Irregular  calendar.  Cycle  vii.  2,  which  is  shewn  thereby. 
Suetoniuit  adds*  that  the  article  of  his  birth  was  a  little  be- 
fore sunrise :  PauUo  ante  solis  exortum.  If  so,  a  little 
before  suorise  December  5;  which  for  the  meridian  aad 
latitude  of  Rome,  aud  at  this  period,  as  Ave  shall  see  by  and 
by,  would  be  about  7.  20  a.m.  apparent  time;  exclusive  of 
refraction. 

But  here  an  objection  will  probably  occur  to  the  reader, 
which  at  first  sight  will  appear  to  he  totally  at  variance  with 
our  precediug  conclusions,  and  so  far  to  be  something  serious. 
The  nature  of  this  may  be  explained  as  follows. 

The  mean  dale  of  the  winter  solstice  B,  C.  (53  for  the  me- 
ridian of  Rome  was  December  2-1,  three  or  four  hours  afler 
noon  \  and  the  true  was  December  23,  two  or  three  hours  be- 
fore midnight.  It  follows  that  at  sunrise  Dec.  5  for  the  same 
meridian  the  sun  wanted  18  days  and  upwards  of  the  winter 
itinl  point :  and  consequently,  as  its  actual  motion  at 
period  of  time,  and  at  this  season  of  tho  year,  could  not 
be  estimated  at  lens  than  a  degree  a  day,  its  longitude  Dec.  G 


*  SiMtOtiiiU,  Augtictua,  V-  I  :  ajtA  Vol.  li.   ril.  xlvtii. 


348     On  the  Verification  of  t/ie  Rmnan  Calendar,     dim.  xviti. 

at  Bnnrise  must  hare  been  18  degrees  and  upwards  less  timti 
its  longitude  Dlx.  23  at  sunset ;  soon  after  which  time  on 
thnt  day  it  would  attain  to  the  mlatitial  point.  And  as  its 
longitude  at  the  solstice  (Dec.  23)  would  be  370*;  its  lungi- 
tude,  18  days  before.  (Dec.  5,)  would  not  be  more  than  SZC 
— ^18°,  t.  e.  than  252^  Consequently  its  true  place,  Dec.  5 
ut  aiinriiic,  would  seem  to  hove  been  the  I2th  degree  of  Sa< 
gittarius,  not  the  firat  dcf^cc  of  Capricorn.  And  that  being 
the  case,  it  would  appear  to  follow  from  it  that  Augustus, 
bora  a  littlo  before  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  December  5 
this  year,  must  have  been  bom  in  the  1 2th  degree  of  Sagit- 
tarius, not  iu  tho  first  degree  of  Capricorn. 

In  answer  to  tliis  ualunil  aud  appai-ently  formidable  objec- 
ttoUj  it  is  necessary  to  take  iutu  account  the  distinctiuo  be- 
tween tho  ecliptic  and  the  zodiac  ;  and  yet  the  connection  of 
the  otic  with  the  other:  especially  in  the  spheres  of  antiquity 
and  in  the  astrology  of  antiquity. 

The  ecliptic  circle  on  the  sphere  has  a  real  existence,  be- 
cause it  is  the  actual  circle  described  by  the  sun  in  its  annual 
course  in  the  heavens ;  but  it  cannot  be  represented  to  the 
senses,  and  it  must  he  regarded  as  a  kind  of  mathemat  ical  line, 
(constantly  pnaaiog  through  the  centre  of  the  sun,)  which  has 
letigtli  but  not  breadth.  And  this  line,  which  coustitntcs  the 
ecliptic  circle  in  the  heavens  and  the  actual  pathway  of  the 
sun  in  longitude,  from  the  time  of  the  first  conception  or  first 
dcliucation  of  such  a  thing  as  the  sphere  c,  lias  always  been 
dirided  into  twelve  equal  spaces,  called  ^naJitKartjpiApia,  or 
ligus,  and  into  3G0  equal  spaces,  called  Matjpai,  particulie,  or 
degrees;  30  of  which  go  to  every  sign,  aud  through  one  of 
which  the  sun  moves  on  an  average  every  day  of  the  natural 
year.  The  zodiac  on  the  other  hand  is  a  belt  or  zone  of  the 
sphere  on  either  side  of  tho  ecliptic,  that  is,  both  north  and 
south  thereof;  which  has  both  length  and  breadth,  both  lon- 
gitude and  latitude :  the  limits  of  which  in  the  first  instance 
appear  to  have  been  assumed  and  defined  upon  certain  arbi- 
trary or  positive  principles,  determined  by  the  motions  of  thti 
planets,  not  by  that  of  the  sun ;  hot,  on  whatsoever  princi- 
ple assumed  and  laid  down  at  first,  have  always  tie  facto  been 
the  same :  8  degrees  on  one  side  of  tlic  ecliptic  circle,  and 
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8  defi;rees  on  the  other;  16  degrees  in  all.  And  the  connec- 
tion between  tlie  ecliptic  and  the  zodiac,  ever  since  both  were 
delineated  on  the  sphere  together,  is  this :  that  every  degree 
in  longitude  on  the  ecliptic  wna  propagated  also  or  extended^ 
8  deg^reea  on  one  side  and  8  degrees  on  the  other  side  of  it- 
self, to  the  extreme  limits  of  the  zodiac  io  latitude.  It  fol- 
lowa  that  in  all  questions  of  tliis  kind,  which  concoru  the 
sphere  and  the  antrolugy  of  antiquity,  not  merely  is  longi- 
tude, as  rcferrible  to  the  ecliptic,  but  latitude  also,  as  referred 
to  the  zodiac,  to  be  taken  into  uccouut. 

I  Nov  as  the  actual  path  of  the  sun  in  the  ecliptic  passes 
exactly  through  the  middle  of  the  zodiac,  and  the  breadth  of 
tbe  zodiac  itaelf  ou  either  side  of  the  ecliptic  is  so  consider- 
able :  though  no  di^cc  of  the  ecliptic  can  possibly  rise  wUh 
the  «nn  in  the  ecliptic  but  that  which  the  sun  is  occupnng 
at  the  time;  some  other  degree  of  the  ecliptic  (considered  as 
propagated  into  the  zodiac  also  and  to  the  extreme  limit  of 
the  zodiac  to  the  north  and  the  soiitli  of  itself)  more  or  leas 
advanced  than  that,  i.  e.  more  or  le.ss  to  the  east  of  it,  will  also 
be  rising  at  tbe  same  time :  though,  because  of  the  obliquity 
of  the  ecliptic,  not  alwayn  a  degree  at  the  same  distance  from 
the  actual  place  of  the  suu,  but  one  sometimes  more  some* 
times  less  to  the  east  of  it. 

It  is  also  to  be  observed  that,  in  connection  with  the  astro- 
logical Hystcm  of  antiquity,  its  peculiar  principles  or  lutsuiiip- 
tions  in  theory,  and  their  proper  application  in  practice,  the 
natural  or  morcnble  sphere  was  not  taken  into  account ;  only 
the  fixed  or  immoveable  one,  to  which,  in  our  former  work, 
we  gave  the  name  of  the  sphere  of  Maziaroth.  Nor  was  any 
attention  paid  to  tlie  sensible  representations  of  the  divisions 
eren  of  this  sphere,  which  we  mean  at  present  by  the  constel- 
lations, or  xodiueal  figures;  only  to  the  division  and  diatiuc- 
tion  of  the  signs  in  the  abstract  *=.  For  these  latter  only 
were  known  to  be  fixed  and  iuvariable.  and  always  the  same 
with  themselves;  the  former,  it  was  well  mideratood,  were 
liable  to  be  affected  by  precession,  and  to  bo  constantly 
ehaoging  their  relations  to  the  latter.     Again,  it  is  still  more 
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Cfaaldeea  ;  the  lutrnloprftl  sphere  properly  *a  called  was  the 
Chuldui'c  sphere,  i.e  the  Mazzurotli  »phcrc  of  the  Chaldeea: 
and  the  reUtton  of  this  to  the  natural  or  tropical  sphrre  warn 
•Itch,  as  we  hare  shewn  in  our  former  work  ^,  that  the  cardinal 
points  in  the  foriDLT  relatively  to  the  lalter  all  round  the  sphere 
feil  ten  degrees  earlier ;  the  first  such  point,  the  first  of  Krion,^ 
critically  between  350*1^1(1  351°:  the  second,  the  first  of  Kaii^| 
ktntin.  critic«Ily  between  SO'  and  81";  the  third,  or  the  first 
of  Zygon,  critically  between  170"  and  171^';  the  fourth,  or 
the  first  of  MgotL,  critically  between  260'  and  261". 

Thirdly,  it  ia  most  important  of  all  to  this  particnltf 
question  to  take  into  account  also  the  Chnldaic  doctrine  ro- 
apectiug  the  altemnle  recession  and  adriiuce  of  t]ie  cardinal 
points  both  in  the  sphere  of  MazsarotU  and  in  tlie  tropical 
sphere  ;  an  explanation  of  which  too  was  given  in  our  former 
vork*':  and  whirli  may  he  further  explained  at  a  future 
period  of  the  present  work.  This  doctrine  among  the  Cbal- 
dees  appears  to  have  been  as  old  as  llieir  sphere  and  as  old  as 
their  astrology  itself;  and  consequently  its  date  was  that  of 
both  these,  B.C.  1106.  And  in  the  purely  Chaldaic  form  of 
the  doctrine,  as  opposed  to  the  Egyptian  and  to  the  manner 
in  wliicli  ii  whh  niodilied  aiuuiig  the  Kgyptians  in  I).  C.  70S*, 
both  tlie  recession  in  antecedentia  and  the  precession  in  oon- 
sequcntin  were  assumed  to  go  on  for  ten  degrees  at  a  time,  at 
the  rate  of  ctnc  degree  in  KO  years,  and  of  ten  degrees  in  800 
years.  That  is,  the  supposed  epoch  of  a  given  cardinal 
pMut  in  tlie  sphere  of  Mazisaroth,  las  the  fintt  of  .V^on  or 
Capricorn,)  being  aOO"— aOi".  it  was  Hssumed  that  it  would 
begin  to  recede  on  this  {joint  to  the  west,  or  iu  auteeedeutia,^| 
until  it  reached  250"— 251";  and  tliat  then  thia  niotiun  in 
antecedentia  would  be  reversed,  and  succcctted  by  a  contrary 
motion  to  the  east,  or  in  consequentia :  which  would  begin 
from  250"— 251",  and  go  on  at  the  same  rate  of  one  degree 
in  80  years  until  it  again  reached  260" — 261"  ;  and  then  that^ 
this  motion  in  consequentia  too  would  stop,  and  begin  to  bflfl 
succeeded  by  the  contrary  motion  in  antecedentia  :  and  thus 
that  every  tliin)^  would  go  ou,  for  another  cycle  and  alterna- 
tion of  this  kind,  as  before. 
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The  first  point  then  of  ^Egon  in  the  Chaldaic  sphere  of 
Mazsaroth,  the  astrologicnl  sphere  properly  so  called,  was 
critically  260° — 261°.  And  this  doctrine  of  the  alternate  re- 
ceasion  and  precession  of  that  pointy  aud  of  the  rest  of  the 
cardinal  points,  having  been  invented  along  with  the  sphere  in 
B.  C.  1106,  aud  the  period  of  the  recession  and  of  the  preces- 
aion  respectively  having  been  assumed  at  800  years  exactly  ; 
it  is  evident  that  the  first  period  of  this  kiud  must  have  come 
to  an  end  B.  C.  1106—800,  i.  e.  B.C.  306;  and  that  the 
epoch  or  locus  of  the  first  point  of  ^gon  at  that  time  must 
have  been  supposed  to  be  critically  250^ — 251''.  And  the 
motion  in  antecedeutia  having  reached  its  maximum  in  B.C. 
806,  and  having  begun  to  be  succeeded  by  the  contrary 
motion  and  at  the  same  rate  in  consequentia ;  it  is  manifest 
that  at  the  end  of  three  periods  of  80  years  the  amount  of 
the  precession  must  have  been  supposed  to  be  three  degrees 
exactly,  and  the  locus  or  epoch  of  the  first  of  j£gon,  which 
B.  C.  306  was  critically  250°— 251°,  240  years  after,  B.  C.  66, 
must  have  been  critically  253° — 254".  And  this  comes  so 
near  to  the  year  of  the  Birth  of  Augustus  B.  C.  63,  that,  if 
inch  was  assumed  to  be  its  epoch  B.  C.  66,  it  must  necessarily 
have  been  supposed  to  be  still  the  same  B.  C.  63. 

The  epoch  then  of  the  first  degree  of  Capricorn  in  the 
astrological  sphere,  the  first  of  JE.^on  in  the  sphere  of  Maz- 
MToth.  B.  C.  63,  was  critically  254" ;  almost  at  the  very 
beginning  of  that  degree  in  the  natural  order  of  the  motion 
in  consequentia.  These  explanations  therefore  having  been 
premised,  we  observe  in  the  last  place  that  the  obliquity  of 
the  ecliptic  for  this  period,  B.  C.  63,  beiug  assumed  at  23  > 
42',  and  the  sun's  true  place  in  the  ecliptic  Dec  5  that  year, 
for  the  meridian  of  Rome,  at  sunrise  being  assumed  at  251" 
6',  and  its  declination  at  22°  21'  S.  it  is  found  that  the  sun 
would  be  rising  for  the  latitude  of  Rome,  and  this  point  of 
the  ecliptic  along  with  it,  at  7  h.  26  m.  35  s.  apparent  time  or 
7  h.  20  m.  38  s.  mean  time ;  but  that,  while  251°  6'  was  rising 
with  the  sun  in  latitude,  257°  26'  would  be  rising  at  the 
same  time  in  latitude,  or  on  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
sodiac.  The  epoch  of  the  .^gon  of  Mazzaroth,  the  first 
degree  of  the  astrological  Capricorn,  at  the  same  point  of 
time  (254°)  was  critically  3o  26'  west  of  257°  26':   and  in 
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pHt  oftfae  eefifidcaDd  far  Ham 
Bottheni  bomidsrT  of  the  M&e  woaU  tife  4 
to  riae :   ao  thsl  if  257"  SC  wu  rinis  viA  tKe 
36  n.  3Sarc  •^■mt  tiiDe,  2E*>4*  mstt  hvre  been 
BUDatei  aad  9  Mcoadt  eariier  *. 

Now  if  Augiuttu  *H  adnmlljr  bora  wfaea  25V 
ia  kttitiide  on  tbe  morning  of  Deoembcr  5  st  Borne  tkb  jear; 
'  aitideof  in  birth  xnot  hsTe  been  7  h.  1 1  m.  26  tee.  sp- 
it tiine,  15  mimitci  Bine  ■eeondt  before  tbe  actual 
moe  of  the  son.  It  inakn  uo  difference  if  ve  take  the 
of  refraction  into  acooont.  That  ooaid  awke  the 
on  the  horizon  only  three  minutea  eet&r  at  the  ataiflBt  Tbm 
critical  part  of  the  coinddenoe  ia  that  at  thii  identical  n»- 
Dec.  a  h.  at  7.1 1  m.  26  a.  firon  midni^t,  appamit  tiau^ 
fint  of  £con  in  the  astrological  apbcrc,  tbe  fint  degree 
of  Capricorn,  was  actually  beginning  to  be  in  the  aKeodant; 
,aad  actually  continued  to  be  ao,  for  four  minutes  25  aicondh 
longer,  before  the  second  degree,  rimiiarly  rcckonedf  began 
to  riae.  If  AuguatuB  vaa  actnally  bom  in  the  course  of  tfaeae 
fonr  or  fire  minntca,  nothing  could  be  more  exact  and  tme 
than  that  he  wa«  bom  a  little  before  sunriBe,  jet  when  the 
first  of  Capricorn  iu  the  astrological  sphere  vns  in  tbe  aiccod- 
Bot ;  and  that  consequently  according  to  tbe  astrology  of  the 
time  be  bad  a  Itc^  Ocuitura :  both  which  facta,  as  we  liaTe 
seen,  hare  been  uniformly  osaerted  and  handed  dowu  ai  cha- 
racteristic of  his  nativity.  And  thus,  the  objection  above 
ttat«d,  formidable  as  it  appeared,  haa  wc  trust  been  aatia- 
■  bctorily  answered;  and  instead  of  militating  against  oar 
conclusions  turns  out  to  be  one  of  tbe  moat  critical  and 
striking  confirmatioas  of  them  which  could  have  been  ad* 
duced. 


*  llicM  data  have  been  nipplied  tbrougb  th«  kiodnew  of  Mr.Adaaifc* 
frutn  Rtnct  mathnnaticxl  calcutattoQ.  .\rcording  to  oar  cra-n  ralcolalioni^ 
and  from  our  own  THl>la>,  lh«  oMiquity  wks  33°  43'  6",  the  kuii'k  longy- 
tode  was  351"  7'  37",  tbe  decliuation  33^  30'  9"  S.,  and  tunrise  7  Ii.  3601. 
,13  t.  appaitTit  time,  7  h.  ram.  39 sec.  mean  thee :  each  cxcluiire  of  rt- 
{nctuMi. 
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vi.  On  the  date  of  the  death  of  Augustus ;  and  on 
the  length  of  his  lije. 

Aagnstus  then  having  been  born  at  this  time,  September 
23  Roman  U.  C.  691,  Dec.  5  B.  C.  63 ;  we  have  nothing  still 
to  consider  bnt  the  date  of  his  death,  and  his  age  at  the  time, 
or  length  of  his  life. 

Obiit,  aajs  Suetonius^,  in  eubiculo  eodem  quo  pater  Octa- 
tIus  dnobus  Sextis  Fompeio  et  Appuleio  consulibus,  decimo 
quarto  Kalendas  Septembris  (Aug.  19  Roman)  hora  diei  nona, 
septaagesimo  et  sexto  setatis  anno,  diebus  quinque  et  triginta 
minus:  i.e.  35  days  before  the  completion  of  his  76th  year, 
Trbich  would  have  been  on  September  23  Roman,  next  en- 
sning,  TJ.  C.  767.  Tji  fwtaKatheK&rp  roO  Aiyoiujov,  says  DioB, 
i»  3  irore  to  vparov  iiraTfvtre  ...f^o-as  [iiv  iidvTf  Koi  t^boin^Kovra 
irri  Kttt  fiSiVai  Hko  Kai  ^fidpas  ^(  nal  eXKoaiv  ri}  yap  rptrri  kuI  etKoor^ 
rov  'Senrtfj^pCov  iyeyfvfrjro :  in  which  computation  this  bisto- 
lian,  according  to  bis  rule  in  other  instances,  reckons  August 
19,  the  actual  day  of  Augustus'  death,  exclusive  of  the  length 
of  his  life ;  supposing  the  eleventh  month  of  his  last  year  to 
have  begun  July  23  Roman,  and  the  26  days  therein  for  which 
he  still  sur\'ived  to  have  ended  on  August  18  Roman. 

These  calculations  however  involve  a  double  error.  First, 
his  actual  birthday  was  not  September  23  Julian  but  Decem- 
ber 5.  Secondly,  the  actual  date  of  bis  death  was  not  August 
19  Julian  but  August  17  Julian,  which  at  that  time  agreed  to 
August  19  Roman.  The  precise  length  of  his  life  then  from 
Dec.  5  B.  C.  63  to  August  17  A.  D.  14  was  75  years,  eight 
months,  twelve  days,  and  no  more.  From  the  accounts  of  his 
death,  which  are  very  circumstantial,  it  appears  that  he  re- 
tained bis  faculties  to  the  last :  and  we  have  a  still  remaining 
proof  of  that  fact  in  the  extant  fragments  of  the  Marmor 
Ancyranum,''  as  it  is  culled,  which  contained,  when  entire,  a 
summary  of  the  principal  events  of  his  life,  yet  was  written  by 
him  in  the  very  last  year  of  his  life,  (Scripsi  heec  cum  annum 
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C^yiMl  bf  Cbnte :  Ac  tec  af  «Uek  ««  r.  C  «G.  tte 
mmnht  yor  «f  a  HhiHimh  ao^  a  Cadbat  Mc«efi»i, 
B.C.aB:iisjnabdbn  Aevt^teccf  hiiyrtb.  la 
mfit7  hdvcvcr,  •■  ii  aa^  W  oalaaled  6w  Div',  Swto- 
BMa  aww  navB  mtf  ancii  sonacaB^  wfeKk  aaypaHBri  vaas 
Cbmi  OctariawM,  as  he  vaa  llm  r ill' it,  waa  aMaanic  ^ 
Togft  ViriGa:  tbo^  oot  m  tte  fifctiae  cf  Candw,  *1m» 
Std  B.C60.  Cfanc  yean  after  he  ww  bocB.  Fro*  Meo- 
Ina  of  DaBtaacDa'  Life  of  Aaputu*  it  m^ht  be  mfcntd 
that  he  atamnwl  Uua  Togft  at  li  jan  U  a^c ;  bat,  fnaa, 
m  f—ptauM  of  ether  tertiawmiea  to  the  how  &et,  ve  coi- 
ket  tlwt  h  waa  amraed  io  the  ^ear  after  Fltsnaba,  B.  C  4i 
MW),  at  «e  team  from  the  Antutine  cakndar  ia  paitirajar 
October  18  Kooun  thai  jear.  Comeqaentfy  not  in  hi*  1 
cr  even  hU  ISth  jrear ;  but  jut  after  the  completkin  af  his 
10th,  bj  the  Boman  rechonnig,  fron  September  23  Boaoaa 
V.  C.  flOI  to  September  23  Boman  V.  C.  TOT. 

There  it  abo  a  statement  in  Serrins  r.  taken  from  Donatnt, 
that  on  the  Any  of  hi*  hirth  a  Isarel  sprang  np  in  Palmiio ; 
■vhieb  afterwanU  luppUed  the  wreaths  for  the  crowns  made 
tue  of  in  the  celebration  of  triumphs.  He  was  commenting 
en  Vir^il'i  exprcMJon  of  Rnmo  felicis  olirsp.  Sane,  nt  didt 
Donatiu,  hoc  propter  Au^ustum  mntai-it.  nam  nata  erat 
lanrus  iii  Palatio  co  die  qao  natns  est  AngnsCiu;  nnde  tri- 
umpluuitos  corontiri  conaaerunt.  A  simitar  fact  was  relsted 
hy  Donatuft  of  the  spriuging  up  of  a  poplar  sapling,  plantedj 
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&t  Alnntnn  on  the  day  of  the  birth  of  Virgil,  the  Idea  of 
October  U.C.  eai  December  "  B.C.  70 'i.  One  of  Uicae 
tbiogt  u  just  as  possible  and  juxt  as  probable  as  the  other. 
Something  of  the  same  kind  has  been  related  also  of  a  laurel 
pfauated  at  the  time  of  the  birth  uf  Drii(iu«.  brother  of  Tibe- 
rius, and  the  younger  son  of  Livia;  born  after  her  marriage 
Augustus',  U.  C.  "16  B.  C.  38.  And  this  laurel  is  said  to 
itTC  supplied  the  crowns  for  the  Imperial  triumphs,  or  those 
in  the  Imperial  fauiily;  the  other  foi  those  of  any  other 
description.  Ovid  appeara  to  have  had  both  tlicse  laurels 
ia  view  la  the  ajxistrophe  to  his  Dapboe, 


Tu  dudbus  ni>«trig  mlcris  ntm  Irto.  triumplium 
Vox  canel,  ct  longaa  iliircnt  CBt^it«lia  pyraijui!, 
Poslibus  AuguatiH  eadtui  fitlmiina  cuntos 
Atite  forea  slaliU,  mediamque  tucbere  qucicum  *. 


^lECTIO^■    III. — i.    On  Ihe  Chronology  of  the  ctuwpiraaj  0/ 
Catiline  ;  and  on  the  date  tif  Uw  Orutiott*  In  (.'atiliuara. 
After  the  coincidence  nliii-h  lias  just  been  pointed  out, 
nothing  more  it  appears  to  us  can  be  necessary  to  authcnti- 
^Kcate  and  confirm  the  details  of  our  culeudar  for  this  present 
^vear ;  yet  it  would  acurcely  be  proper  to  take  our  leave  of 
^■t  without  saying  something  of  the  chronology  of  auother 
I      memorable   event    nliich   belongs   to  it,   the  eouapiracy  of 
Caiiliue :  and  un  that  of  the  orations  of  Cicero  In  Catiliuam 
delivered  on  the  same  occasion. 

In  the  passage  produced  from  Suetonius ',  relating  to  the 
morning  of  the  birtb  of  Augustus,  it  iras  slated  that  a  ques- 
tion was  before  the  seuHte  at  that  time  Do  coujuratione  Cati- 
linot :  irom  which  it  would  seem  to  follow  that  this  conspiracy 
Imd  already  been  formed  and  had  already  come  to  light  on  or 
before  the  day  of  the  birth  of  Augustus,  September  23  Ro- 
man, that  year.  Even  to  admit  this,  we  are  not  aware  that 
it  would  make  any  differcucc  to  the  actual  date  of  his  birth ; 
or  would  throw  the  least  discredit  on  the  truth  of  the  testi- 

taonies  from  which  we  have  collected  it,  or  on  the  reality  of 
hose  coincidences  by  which  wc  have  coufinned  it.  But  the 
ha 
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diroaolo^  of  the  ooospincr  ita^,  rach  u  it  kas 
oar  kDorvIed^,  and  locli  ms  ve  arc  hrniltar  vidi  it, 
tbe  liistoi7  of  .Saliost  and  from  the  aratioos  of  Ctooo.  woold 
be  JQTolTed  in  venr  ^reat  diffimities  br  the  truth  of  tike  bet 
vhic-h  appean  to  be  implied  in  the  •tatement  of  StieCeiuai 
in  question.  There  it  good  reasoa  eoiueqtieiitly  «hj  «e 
•bould  hevitate  to  receive  it,  exactly  as  U  is  suted.  And  if 
we  oompare  tbe  panillel  acooimt  of  Dto  reUtiag  to  tbe  mmm 
moruing,  and  to  ilie  same  meeting  uf  the  senate,  it  does  aM 
appax  from  that  on  what  occnsion,  or  vhat  business,  tfce 
■enate  iras  then  meeting.  It  voold  not  appear  that  tli^ 
were  meeting  on  an>*  but  an  ordinary  occasion ;  math  kat 
on  so  iiQporfaut  an  occjisIou  as  that  of  the  coiu>pinicj  of 
Catiline.  Murcover.  if  Augustus  wns  really  bom  on  the  ath 
of  the  Julian  December,  it  should  be  obaerred  that  in  the 
Honian  calendar,  after  tlic  Julian  corrcciioTi,  this  true  Julian 
date  of  his  birth  would  become  and  would  be  cstled  the 
Nonet  of  December.  It  is  well  kuown  that  in  the  year  of 
the  birth  of  Augustus,  U.G.  691  B.  C.  63,  which  was  also 
the  year  of  the  conspiracy  of  Catiline,  there  was  a  meeting  of 
the  senate  on  the  Monea  of  December,  and  a  meeting  pro- 
duced by  the  conspiracy;  the  most  memorable  meeting  to 
which  tbe  conspiracy  had  gi^eu  occasion:  the  tneetiug  at 
which  the  cousJli^atu^I^  having  just  been  detected  aud  just 
been  itpprehcndcd,  were  condemned  to  death.  It  is  far  from 
impossible  that  this  meeting  of  the  seoate  ou  the  ^th  of 
December  in  the  year  of  the  birth  of  Augustus  might  come 
in  the  course  of  time  to  be  confounded  with  the  day  of  his 
birth  the  same  year,  the  5th  of  December  also.  For  though 
it  was  known  that  the  Dominal  date  of  the  birth  of  .Augustus 
was  the  23d  of  September,  it  must  also  have  heen  known 
that  its  real  date  wns  some  day  in  December ;  and  it  must 
e*en  hiive  heen  known  that  it  was  actually  the  5th  of  Decem- 
ber. How,  otherwise,  could  it  have  been  known  tlut  lie  was 
born  when  the  first  degree  of  Capricorn  was  in  the  aaceod- 
nnt?  or  ou  wliat  day  in  the  year  of  Iiin  birth  could  that  hare 
been  in  the  ascendant,  except  the  5th  uf  December  ?  Or  huvr, 
othcrnise,  could  Thcagenes  have  nndertakcu  to  revise  and 
recast  his  iiHtivity.  B.  C  44,  as  he  is  snid  to  have  done ;  if  it 
WB3  not  kuowu  that  he  was  really  bom  on  the  fifth  of  Dc^ 
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cember^  and  that  in  the  year  of  hia  birth  September  23  itself 
coincided  with  the  5th  of  December  \ 

But  after  all,  with  respect  to  tbia  particular  statement  of 
the  buaineaa  which  was  engaging  the  attention  of  the  senate 
on  the  morning  of  the  birth  of  Augustus,  it  is  exceedingly 
probable  that  it  might  have  had  something  to  do  with  the 
proceedings  of  Catiline,  and  yet  not  with  his  conspiracy  pro- 
perly so  called.  It  is  agreed  that  this  conspiracy  did  not 
begin  until  after  the  consular  comitia,  U.C.  691  B.C. 63; 
and  that  the  principal  motive  to  it  on  the  part  of  Catiline 
liimaelf  waa  the  irritation  produced  by  the  disappointment 
of  his  hopes  of  the  consulship,  a  second  time,  at  those  comi- 
tia<*.  And  though  the  actual  time  of  these  comitia  is  not 
known,  it  may  be  inferred  from  various  allusions  in  Cicero  *, 
and  from  the  concurrent  representations  of  the  rise  and 
pn^ress  of  the  conspiracy  given  by  all  our  authorities,  that 
it  must  have  been  some  time  in  the  month  of  October,  Ro- 
man; between  the  date  at  least  of  the  birth  of  Augustus, 
viii  £al.  Octobres,  and  the  first  date  which  occurs  in  terms 
in  connection  with  the  conspiracy,  xii  Kalendas  Novembres  ^. 

Now  the  desperation  and  recklessness  of  Catiline  were  well 
known ;  and  from  as  far  back  as  the  comitia  U.  C.  689  B.  C. 
66  y.  The  life  of  Cicero  and  the  public  peace  had  been  often 
in  danger  from  that  cause  alone  long  before  the  comitia 
U.  C.  691  B.  C.  63 «.  The  comitia  had  been  once  at  least  if 
not  ofteuer  deferred  on  that  very  account ;  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  election  itself  it  was  necessary  for  Cicero,  in 
aelf-defence.  to  descend  to  the  Campus  wearing  a  coat  of  mail 
under  his  Toga'.  The  seditious  movements  of  Catiline 
therefore  might  often  have  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
senate  during  the  Petitio  Consulatus,  and  long  before  the 
point  of  time  at  which  Sallust  begins  his  history  of  the  con- 
spiracy ;  viz.  after  the  comitia  of  the  year,  and  with  the  mis- 
sion of  Manlius  by  Catiline  into  Etruria  *■. 
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858     Oa  the  Vtrifieation  of  the  Roman  Calendar,   diss,  xtiit. 

We  have  already  obserrcd  that  the  first  date  in  this  historj 
wliich  occurs  in  terms  is  xii  KalendasNovembrcs,  Octobcr2I 
HoniHii,  r.  C.  691  Jan.  1  B.C.  6'J»':  MeminiBtiae  me  ante 
diem  xii  Kalcndos  Novciabres  dicere  in  seuata  certo  die  fore 
in  nnnis  (qui  dies  fiitnrDs  eftset  ante  diem  vi  ICaleudaa  No- 
vemhris)  Cn.  Afonlium  nudaciic  satellitem  atqae  administram 
tufc?  And  this  too  must  have  been  the  day  when  the  senate 
passed  the  decree  so  of^en  alluded  to  by  Cicero  '  :  llahemos 
seoatus  cousultum  iu  te  Catiluia  vehemeos  et  grave —  U«b& 

mus  etiim  bujusmodj  seuatus  cunsultum quo  ex  scuatns 

OonBulto  ctmfestiiu  interfectum  te  esse  Catilina  convenit;  a 
decree  which  Salltist  ■=  seetna  to  have  thought  was  pasaed  on 
tlic  same  day  in  the  morning  of  which  two  of  the  conspirators, 
C.  Cornelius  and  L.  Vargunteius,  were  to  have  executed  the 
design  against  the  life  of  Cicero,  which  bad  been  concerted 
the  evening  before  T  But  this  morning  was  that  of  the  day 
before  that  on  wliich  Cicero  (iclivcrcd  the  tirat  of  hia  e\tinit 
orationa  In  Catilinam,  in  the  aeoate ;  as  appears  from  various 
nllusions  in  it  and  in  the  rest  of  the  same  orations  %  :  and 
that  oration  was  followed  by  the  flight  of  Catiline  either  the 
same  crcniug  or  early  the  next  morning  ^ ;  and  he  himself 
dates  this  oration  on  the  ticentieth  day  since  the  passing  of 
the  decree  in  question  :  At  nos  viceaimum  jam  diem  patimur 
hobcscorc  acicni  hornra  auctoritatis.  habemus  enim  huju»- 
inodi  senntus  consnltum,  verum  inclusum  in  tabulis,  tanqnam 
gladium  in  vagina  rcconditum  *. 

The  actual  date  of  this  oration  indeed  has  always  been  con- 
aidered  a  doubtful  point.  There  are  however  only  two  daya 
between  which  opinions  aj)jicar  to  have  varied^;  the  viii  Idns 
anil  the  vi  Idus  Novemhres.  In  Asconius'  opinion  the  true 
date  was  this  last;  for  hereckoTia  the  entire  interval  from  the 
passing  of  the  decree  \a  the  delivery  of  this  speech,  (which 
Cicero  makes  to  be  twenty  days,)  only  at  e'ujhteen  days :  Idem 
{sc.  Cicero),  iu  ea  quoque  qnam  habuit  in  Catilinam  in  seoato, 
cum  ovijtvus  dt»:imu9  dies  esset  postqnum  factum  S.  C.  ut  vi- 
dereut  consules  ue  quid  itespublica  detrimenti  caperet,  dixit 
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VigemtDQiu  jnro  diom,  &«.'.  Now  18  ia  the  exact  interval 
from  xu  Kal.  Nov.  (October  21  Rotnnn)  to  vi  Idua  Nov, 
Nov.  8  Koman).  In  nsauming  then  that  lhi»  waa  the  actual 
date  of  the  speech  whicli  drove  away  Catiline  we  idiould  hiive 
the  aHthorily  of  Ascoiiius.  Cicero's  own  calculalioQ  of  the 
interval  from  the  poising  of  the  decree  to  this  day  is  to  be  ex- 
plained by  hU  peculiar  mode  of  reckoning  in  such  cases  »  : 
according  to  which,  as  the  dato  of  the  decree  was  xii  Kal. 
Noveinbres  and  that  of  the  speech  vi  Idus  Novembres,  he 
reckoned  twelve  days  to  October,  and  eight  to  November ; 
ttemly  m  all  frnni  the  decree  to  the  speech. 

In  the  speech  pro  P.  Sulta"  the  night  of  the  meeting  at  the 
house  of  LcccH  (M.  Porciua  Lxca,  as  Sallust  styles  him"), 
when  the  scheme  was  concocted  for  the  assassiuntion  of 
Cicero  at  his  own  homo  tlic  ue\t  inortiiag,  is  described  as  Nox 
Ca  qua:  cunseeuta  est  pusterum  diem  Nonarum  Nuvemhrium ; 
and  oa  the  most  critical  and  dangerous  period  of  the  eon- 
tpirjicy.  The  day  after  the  Nojica  could  be  only  the  viii 
Idus.  This  plot  therefore  was  formed  on  the  night  of  viii 
Idus,  Nov.  €  Itotaan,  Jan.  17  Julian  B.  0.  6<i.  The  attempt 
to  execute  it  was  made  the  next  morning,  vii  Idus,  Nov.  7 
Roniiui,  Jan.  18  .Tiiltau,  The  Eirst  oration  In  Catiliiiarn,  fol- 
lowed by  his  departure  from  the  city  the  same  night  or  the 
next  morning;,  was  delivered  the  day  after,  vi  Idus ;  Nov.  8 
Koman  January  Id  Jidtnnr.  SalluRt  has  consequently  made 
ft  mistake  in  dating  the  scnatusconsult,  Vidcrent  cousuleSj 
&e.  ou  [his  day :  unless  it  was  renewed  ou  this  day.  It  must 
have  been  passed  20  days  before,  us  CHccro  supposes,  J  8  as 
Asconius ;  and  it  might  bo  inferred  even  from  Sallust  hinuelf 
that  it  had  been  already  passed  before  the  arrival  of  the 
news  of  the  rising  of  Manlius  at  Fce^nUes,  vi  Katendas  No- 
vcmbrcs. 

There  were  two  meetings  of  the  coa8pij:ntor8,  before  the 
delivery  of  thin  first  oration;  each  by  uight:  one  on  the 
uight  of  the  viii  ldu»,  which  Cicero  calls  the  Nu\  superior,  or 
Noi  prior;  the  other  on  that  of  the  vii  Idus,  which  he  terma 
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the  Nox  proximn  *■ :    and  ou  the  taoraiDg  after  this  Utter  he 
delivered  the  nrntion  iu  the  seuatc,  which  expelled  Ciitiliue*. 

If  there  is  any  thing  to  object  to  tttis  concluftion,  it  M«nis 
to  he  from  the  second  oration  *,  which  was  certjuiily  delircred 
to  the  people  of  Rome  on  the  day  of  the  csciipc  of  Cfttiline  ■  j 
und  in  this  both  the  couvocittiun  of  the  senate  nfler  the  At- 
tempt on  the  life  of  Cicero  and  the  attempt  itself  apparently 
are  dated  on  the  same  day,  the  day  before  the  speech :  Hv 
alerno  du-  cum  douii  raeie  [lo^nc  interfectua  cssem  senatum  iu 
ffidem  Jo*-i8  Statoris  vocavi ".  It  is  suthcient  however  to  ex- 
plain this  langitngc  that  the  senate  was  called  toother  the 
day  befure  and  in  cOMt^ftietice  o/'that  attoinpt.  It  is  not  of 
necessity  implied  by  it  that  the  attempt  wa»  made  the  day 
before  ;  and  other  allutsionH  to  it  shew  that  it  was  in  reality 
made  the  day  but  one  before*. 

The  earliest  date  then,  in  reference  to  this  conspiracy  of 
Catiline's,  which  occurs  in  terms,  is^^ii  KalcndasXoverabresr, 
October  21  fioman  U.  C.  CDl,  Jan.  1  B.  C.  G'i.  Manlius  had 
already  been  MCnt  into  Etruria  before  that  day ;  and  the  time 
concerted  for  his  rising  in  arma  tliei'e  was  ri  Kaleodas  Ko* 
vembres,  six  days  later,  October  27  Roman,  Jananry  7 
Julian. 

On  the  V  Kalcndnti  Novcmbres,  the  day  after  this,  October 
28  Roman,  January  8  Julian,  (a  Nundinal  day,  aa  our  calcQ> 
dar  shews,  and  very  pi-obably  fur  that  reason  selected,)  Ca- 
tiline had  projected  a  gcuerid  uia^aacre  of  the  OptitHutet  at 
Romey. 

On  the  Kalends  of  November,  Jan.  13  It.C.  62,  Prseneste 
was  to  have  been  occupied':  BftE>r  which,  we  meet  with  no  more 
dates  iu  terms,  except  one,  (which  comes  in  on  the  day  of  the 
delivery  oftlie  firM  oration,  the  vi  Idus  Kovcmbres,)  an  allusion 
totheIduBProxim;.eS  when  Catiline  ls  reminded  that  hi?i  debts 
would  become  due,  and  he  would  And  himMilf  a  total  bank- 
rupt. This  must  meiui  the  Ides  of  Xovember  ne\t  iu  course, 
January  21-. 

The  dates  of  nil  the  orations  In  Ontilinam,  after  the  first, 
are  easily  to  be  determined. 


'  In  ('alilin.  i.  1 1  4,  8  :  ii.  6,  1  j. 

•  If.  Ad  An4cna),  U.i. 
I  iL  6.  1 1. 

•  H.  1(1:^6:  4,6.  Cr.  Ad  Alli«uui, 


ii,  I.  •  ti.  6,  II !  tj. 

'  Ct.n.3,6.  '  ijil. 

«  i.  .t,  6. 

*  j,  6, 14.  cr  voLH.  f  544. 


CfH.  1.1.3.    IrreguUrr  Calendar.   Cyc/e  vii.  B.  C.  64^-46.   3G1 

The  day  of  the  eiecutiou  of  the  conspirators,  at  last,  it  is 
well  known,  was  the  Nones  of  Decemher''  U.  C.  691  Feb.  14 
B.  C.  62.  The  fourth  oration  was  delivered  on  that  day,  on 
occasion  of  the  debate  previously  held  respecting  their  treat- 
ment^. 

The  third  oration  was  delivered  two  days  before,  iii  Nonas 
Decembres,  I>ec.  3  Roman  February  12  Juliau ;  on  tbe  day 
when  the  cbnspirators  (who  had  been  arrested  the  same  morn- 
ing) were  first  examined  before  tbe  senate  <^ :  but  towards 
night,  or  the  end  of  the  day".  Vulturcius,  the  bearer  of  the 
letters  of  Catiline's  accomplices  at  Rome  which  they  were 
sending  to  him,  had  been  arrested  that  morning  on  the  Pons 
MuMus;  and  Cicero  has  defined  the  precise  time  of  his  arrest, 
Tertia  fere  vigilia  eiacta':  the  parties  then  apprehended  being 
brought  before  him  in  person,  Cum  jam  dilucesceret  ^.  These 
allusions  imply  that  there  was  no  moon  at  the  time.  Nor 
could  there  be  any  February  12  B.  C.  62 ;  for  the  moon  was 
new  February  8. 

The  second  oration  was  delivered  to  the  people  in  public 
the  day  after  the  escape  of  Catiline  *• :  v  Idus  Novembres, 
Nov.  9  Roman,  January  20  Julian  :  from  which  it  may  be 
inferred  that  the  actual  time  of  his  departtu-e  was  not  the 
morning  of  January  20  but  the  evening  of  January  19  ;  as 
indeed  it  appears  from  Sallust  was  tbe  case  :  for  he  tells  ua 
he  left  Rome  Nocte  iatempesta.  There  would  be  moonlight 
on  that  evening  :  for  the  moon  was  then  only  three  or  four 
days  distant  from  the  full  *, 

*  The  day  fixed  upon  by  the  consitirators  for  the  rising  in  the  city,  and 
tbe  rest  of  the  proceedinga  conEequeot  upon  it  which  they  were  medi- 


b  Cr.  Ad  Atlictun,  i.  19  :  it.  1  ;  x.  1  :  xxt.  Pro  P.  Sull«,  1 1,  3,1 ;  Ad  Attic,  il. 

xiL  31  :    xTi.   14 :    Ad  Pam.  i.  9 :  Ad  i.    Sallust,  Bell.  Cat.  xlix — tviii.  Sue- 

Bratum,  17:  OratioiT.  inCuilin.  7:8;  tonins,  Julins  Ctesar,  xir. 

^18:  19:  Oratio  xzJT.  Pro  L.  Placco,  ■*  (Jratioiii.  1,1:  3,  5  :  3,  8  :  6,  141 

40,  101 ;   xxviii  Post  Reditam,  5,  11  :  9.  3> :    iv.  ,1,  5  ;    5,  10:    6,  13.     Dio, 

xxxi.  Fro  Plando,  37,  90  :    xxxvii.  In  xxxrii.  35.     Appiao,  B.  C.  iL  4 — 6. 

PiioQ-  1,  5,      Platarch,  Cicero,  xi —  •  iii.  la,  19.                 '  Ibid,  3,  6. 

xxii :    Cato  Min.  xiiii.  Suetonius,  Ju-  '  Ibid.  3,  6 :  1,  6.     Cf.  Sallnst,  xlix 

lias  Cnaar,  xiv.    Salltut,  BelL  Cat.  1 —  — IriiL 

Iwti.     Dio,  xxiTii.  30  :    36.     Appian,  !>  ii.  i,  i  ;    3,6:   4,6:    6,13:    Ad 

B.  C.  ii.  4—6.    Veil.  Pat.  ii.  34 :  35.  Atticum,  ii.  i.  Appian,  B.  C.  ii.  3.  Bell. 

*  Untjo  iT  in  Catilin.  4,  7  1    5,  9 1  C«t.  xxxiii. 
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The  dates  of  these  difTereot  omtiuas  then  Bland  aa  fell- 
Ion's. 


Date*  tff  the  Ontiomt  in  CatUnumV.  C.  6^1  B.C.63. 


Ontio  Prima.  vi  Idus  Norembrec,    January  19  B.  C.  62 

. .     Secusda,  r    .,  ..       ao.... 

. .     Tenia,  in  Nonui  Deeembru,  Frbruary  13     . .     . , 

.,     Quarta.  Noai«  Decembribui,       ..       14    ..     .. 


ii.  On  the  time  of  the  final  defeat  of  Catiline, 
It  remains  tltcu  to  couaidcr  bricfl.v  the  concluaiou  of  theie 
proceedings.  ^^ 

The  fiDal  defent  of  Catiline  is  dated  b,v  Dio  in  the  conHuliS| 
year  of  the  auccessori  of  Cicero  and  Antouius,  U.  C.  692, 
D.Junius  Sihuius  Ti.  Liciiiiua  Murcua:  '£r  opx?  tl^  nO 
(ravs  iv  fi  'lowi'wfs  rt  ^iXai'os  koI  Aovkws  .\ tKiVrmv  fJ/)foj»'.  And 
it  ajipearii  altto  from  Liv}'*'  that  Autouius^  Ciecro's  colleague 
was  comiufindiiif^  /iro  consrile  at  the  time :  i.  e.  it  was  stnctJf 
later  than  the  cxpirntion  of  bin  proper  consular  year. 

Now  tliat  this  was  likely  to  he  the  case  might  be  collected 
from  the  tcatimyiiy  of  Cicero  himself,  iu  bis  Oration  Pro  L, 
Alureoa.  That  oration  was  delivered  bcfoi'e  tbc  end  of  Im 
year,  but  only  just  before  it;  between  the  tribunician  iugren 
Dec.  10  U.  C.  G'Jl  and  ilie  consular  the  Kalends  of  Januaz^ 
U.C.  ril>2':  and  it  is  clear  from  it  that  the  eoiisjiiracy  bad 
not  yet  been  finally  supprest^i;  and  that  Cicero  expected 
the  contest  to  he  protracted  into  the  next  consular  year". 
And  thi»i  waa  no  doubt  the  principal  reason  of  the  anxiety 
which  he  expresses   more  than   once  in  the  courte  of  the 

tnUnjt.  W3S  ihc  Ratiirnalitt,  Dec,  17  Roman,  Feb.  a6:  In  Cslilin.  ui.  4 
7,  17.     nuUirch,  Cicuro,  nviij, 

'llic  ivwunli  decreed  10  llic  iiiromicr  VuSlurcius.  and  to  the  AUob: 
mutt  hnvc  been  bo  on  the  duy  between  tliM  of  the  aireit  of  the  con: 
ion,  Dec.  3  Honmn,  and  tliat  of  their  exccwiion,  Uec.  5 ;  consequeally  Dee. 
4  Uoman,  Keb.  13.    Cf.iv.j.s:  5.10:  111.6,14.15. 


a. 


'  zxxrii.  39—41 ;    rT.  Appiui,  B.  C. 

^.  ^   aji- 


Plotuch,  Cato  Min.  ud. 


4 


ulU.  Pro  Mwena,  t,  4 :  3;,  &t  1     5,  ti 


■"  Ibid.  ^9,841  tf.zull.ProSratia| 


38,  til :    rf.  axir.  Pro  P1>.co,  39,  98.  "  \\AA.  i%  Sg  ■  cf.  ^7,  7B.  ;> 
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speech  that  the  rcpnblic  shoiihl  not  be  found  without  consuls 
on  the  first  of  Jaiiunrj'  ahout  to  ensue ■>. 

There  would  cotisequently  be  every  reason  to  suppose  that 
the'  uUim&tc  termia&tioii  of  this  war  of  Catiline  muat  have 
come  iu  the  next  eonsulnx  year;  aud  appnreutly  some  time 
later  than  its  commencement.  And  yet  it  appears  from  Sal- 
lost  P  that  Catiline  ciime  to  the  ile termination  of  ^viiig  hat- 
tie,  and  Bcttiug  the  issue  on  tlic  result  of  a  single  decisive 
action,  only  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  his  plans  at 
Rome;  and  especially  of  the  death  of  his  acrooipHccs  there: 
iind  aa  thai  happened  ou  the  Nones  of  Decemher,  it  could 
not  fail  to  be  known  of  in  Ktruria  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

I  On  this  priueiple  it  might  be  expected  that  the  decision  of 
the  contest  would  not  he  mueh  later  than  the  beginning  of 
the  D«t  consular  year. 
This  year  began  March  11  B.C.  62;  and  that  might  be 
reckoned  for  the  climate  of  Italy  to  be  rather  iu  the  spriug 
than  still  iu  the  winter  of  the  natural  year.  And  in  the 
speech  which  Sidlust  puts  into  the  mouth  of  Catiline 'I,  to 
encourngc  his  followers,  just  before  the  battle,  (the  scene  of 
vtiicli^  accordinp;  to  Sallnst',  was  the  Ager  Pistoriensis,) 
there  is  no  allusion  to  any  hard»hi])tt  under  which  they  were 
labouring  at  the  time  from  the  weather,  nor  to  any  impedi- 
ments in  the  way  of  the  march  across  the  Apennines  which 
they  were  atteni|]linf^',  except  from  the  want  of  provisions 

I  and  the  difficulty  of  subsistence. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  testimony  of  Cicero  in  his 
Oration  Pro  P.  Scxtio  is  calculated  at  first  sight  to  occasion 
some  perplexity.     This  P.  Sextius  was  Antonius'  quaestor*  in 
the  vear  of  his  cuusulsljip.     }Ie  nas  at  Rome  with  an  armed 
Hforee^  for  the  maintenance  of  the  public  peace,  between  the 
^MKinning  of  the  thhunici&n  and  the  end  of  the  cousular 
iP£r,  U.  C.  COl " ;  Dec.  1  n  Roman  an  d  Dec.  29 :  and  yet  im- 
mediately after,  and  before  the  expiration  of  the  year,  he  was 
already  in  the  tietd^  with  AiiLonius  to  oppose  Catiline,     llic 
ego.  Cicero  next  observes,  quid  pra'dicem  quibus  liie  rebus 
consulem  (not  proconsnlemj  ad  rem  gcrcndam  excitarit?  , . . 


•  IbM.  J.  4:  37, 79, 

*  lis— Ixii. 
«  UJ. 


'  ViK.t  rf.  OtMeqnniA,  crxiit. 
•  Mx.  '  xixji.  .1.  *. 

■>  xxilt.  f,  II.  >  Ibid.  5, 11, 
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lougum  est  ea  dlcere;  scd  boc  brere  dicniu :  si  M.  Petreii 
uoQ  excellens  aauDO...TirtuB,  uou  sntnma  auctoritiu  apud 
milites...  exstitissel:  nequc  adjutor  et  P.  Scxtius  ad  excl- 
taudum  AiiU>iiium  culiorUuuluoi  iiiipelleudum  fuisset;  datiu 
ilio  in  beilo  esaet  hiemi  tocus :  uequc  umquani  Cat  Uiiia,  cum  e 
pruina  Apcimini  atqiie  c  niribns  iltis  cnicraisset,  atque  a»ta- 
tern  intcgram  nnctus  Italise  callcs  et  pastonim  prasclani  sta- 
bula  cupiBset,  siue  luulto  sauguiiiu  ac  siuo  totius  Ithlite  vasti- 
tatc  mUerriiua  coiicidissGt.  ^m 

Tlmt  tliR  ooiiiiiiiuul  uf  the  consular  army  in  tbc  final  en^l 
gngemcnt  did  rest  with  PetreJus  appears  from  Sallust'.  The 
consul  Autouius  was  disabled  bj-  the  gout  in  bis  feet  at  the 
time.  Xow  it  might  be  supposed  from  the  prima  facie  nican^ 
tng  of  these  words,  l*atu$  illo  in  hello  e*»et  AtVutt  tocvs,  tb| 
the  coDtcHt  after  all  iiiuNt  have  hm'.u  decided  be/ore  the  win- 
ter. And  that  would  be  directly  nt  variance  nith  the  fact 
that  even  the  departure  of  I'atiline  from  Kome,  as  wo  learn 
from  the  second  oration  .*',  was  not  earlier  than  the  middle  of 
winter:  VcniTntani'Cii  quid  sibi  tsti  niiscri  volunt?  nam  suas 
sccum  mulierculas  sutit  iu  castra  ducturi?  queniadmodum 
autem  illiti  carere  potcruat  his  priesertim  jam  noctibtis?  quo 
ftutem  pacto  illi  Apcniii|ium  atque  illns  pruinas  ac  nives  pcr- 
fcrciit?  nisi  idcirco  ac  facilius  tiicmcm  tolcraturos  putiint 
qnod  nudi  in  conriviis  saltare  didiccrunt.  The  date  of  this 
oration  was  Nov.  (1  Roman,  Jan.  30  B.  C.  63;  and  at  that 
time  Cicero  might  well  insist  both  on  the  length  of  tlic  night*^ 
and  on  the  severity  of  the  season. 

If  thru  it  was  already  the  middle  of  winter  ouly  the  ds 
after  Catiline's  departure  from  Rome,  it  must  have  bee 
much  nearer  to  the  bef^nuing  of  spring  than  to  the  middle 
of  winter  when  he  was  finally  defeated.  If  at  least  he  wm 
defeated  by  Antouiua  pro  consule ;  it  could  not  have  beea^ 
less  than  the  interval  from  v  Idus  Nov.  U-C.  ^1  to  the  I^*'^! 
lends  of  January  U.C  692,  (that  is  than  50  days,)  after  the 
middle  of  winter.  It  could  not  therefore  have  been  the 
meaning  of  Cicero,  in  the  passage  above  cited,  that  but  for 
Petreius  and  Seitina  the  war  would  have  been  protracted 
into  the  winter.    The  true  sense  of  the  passage  has 


ht* 


■  txU.   cr.  nio,  xuTij.  39. 


'  IX.  In  CMQia.  ii.  10^  SJ:  cf.|,IO. 
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mistaken.  By  the  words,  Datus  illo  in  bello  esaet  hiemi  locu^, 
we  are  not  to  understaud  tbat  winter  would  have  come  on 
before  the  contest  had  been  decided,  but  that  the  decision  of 
the  contest  itself  would  have  been  deferred  until  after  the 
winter.  It  was  the  middle  of  winter  when  the  consular  army 
took  the  field ;  and  it  was  owing  to  the  spirit  and  persever- 
ance of  Fetreius  and  Sextius  that  notwithstanding  it  kept 
the  field  even  at  that  season  of  the  year,  until  the  contest 
was  decided.  Under  ordinary  circumstances  the  consul  or 
proconsul  Antonius  might  have  waited  until  the  winter  was 
over ;  and  might  have  been  excused  for  doing  so.  The  energy 
and  resolution  of  bis  legates,  Petreius  and  Sextius,  prevented 
that ;  and  therefore  for  the  speedy  and  unexpected  decision 
of  the  contest  the  republic  was  indebted  to  them.  This  is 
the  true  sense  of  the  words  in  question.  None  else  it  is  evi- 
dent could  be  consistent  either  with  the  whole  course  of  pro- 
ceedings before  and  after,  or  with  Cicero's  own  testimony  in 
other  instances.  Instead  therefore  of  implying  that  Catiline 
was  defeated  at  last  before  winter,  they  imply  just  the  reverse ; 
that  he  was  defeated  critically  in  the  winter  or  just  ajier  the 
winter ;  that  is,  in  the  early  spring  *. 

Section  IV. — On  the  administration  of  the  Calendar 
U.  C.  689—691  B.  C.  65—63. 

We  shall  conclude  the  consideration  of  this  year  U.  C.  691 
B.  C.  63  with  one  more  observation. 


*  There  is  a  double  alluBioa  in  CicerO'(In  Catilin.  i.  9,  34:  ii.  6,  13) 
to  some  AquUa  argentea  which  Catiline  sent  away  from  Rome  hefore  his 
departure.  It  appears  from  Sallust  (cap.  Isii.)  that  in  the  last  battle  he 
had  with  him  an  eagle,  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  Marius ;  and  to 
which,  it  would  seem,  he  attached  a  superatitiouB  influence,  'lliis  is  no 
doubt  the  eagle  meant  by  Cicero :  cf.  Pliny,  H.  N.  x.  5. 18. 

This  phrase,  dare  locum,  in  the  sense  of  giving  room,  allomng  scope  or 
opportunity,  for  a  particular  thing  or  purpose,  is  no  doubt  perfectly  clas- 
sical. We  will  observe  only  that,  in  the  New  Testament,  Romans  xii.  19, 
in  Greek  is  a  parallel  conBtniction :  M^  iavrovs  (VAiKoOmr  ayamjroi  aXX& 
ItArt  rrfffoy  rp  opy§.  yiypmrrai  ydp'  'Ep>l  «((8i<n;(r(s'  'Eyw  dvrawoSwiroi, 
\iyit  Kipiot.  Arfrf  t67tov  rj  opy^  here  means  Give  room,  allow  room, 
(scope  and  opportunity,]  for  the  wraih  qf  God.  No  other  sense  can  be 
coDsistent  with  the  contert. 
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The  neccuity  of  Uic  caac  requires  tlint  one  of  the  firat  two 
years  of  tliis  seventh  period,  U.  C.  G!K)  or  U.  C.  G»l  IJ.  C,  M 
or  B.  C.  63,  should  be  intercalary  j  anfl  it  is  indiflerent  to  the 
armngcmcnta  of  our  own  cnhindnr,  before  niid  after  theae 
points  of  tiaie  respectively,  whieli  it  inny  be  assumed  to  have 
been.  But  the  rule  hitherto  observed,  as  far  aa  ire  have  been 
able  to  discover,  being  to  have  a  common  year  and  an  inter- 
calary year  alternately,  and  B.  C  GTi  U.  C.  Oh!)  t)ii:  last  year 
of  Period  vi  Laiiug  been  intercalary ;  ainoo  there  is  no  nm- 
Mn  of  which  n'c  ai'c  anrnrc  why  tliiii  rule  should  have  hccn 
interi-upted  just  at  this  point  of  time,  we  have  assumed  that 
the  oomuiou  year  uext  in  course  would  be  U.C.690  J3.C.  G4, 
and  thi!  interealnry  one  I'.C.  691  B.  C.63. 

The  opposition  of  Jupiter  at  the  beginning  of  Cieero^  coa- 
aular  year,  April  17  B.C.  63«,  would  still  be  truly  described 
as  havingr  happened  early  in  that  year,  tliough  the  Kalends 
of  January  the  same  year  fell  actually  on  February  26;  and 
if  the  year  before  had  been  intercalated  they  would  have 
fallen  on  March  21.  On  Ihis  point  the  reader  is  at  liberty 
to  judge  for  himself.  It  is  inditiercnt  tu  the  details  of  our 
calendar  which  of  these  years,  B.  C.  fti  and  63,  is  common, 
ftnd  which  is  intercalary;  provided  both  arc  not  common  or 
both  iulercalary. 

The  care  uf  the  calendar  at  this  time  still  belonged  to  Q. 
CajciliuH  Metelius.  He  was  certainly  living  all  through  U.  C. 
690  B.  C.  04.;  and  for  sonic  time  idm  U.C.  fi9I  B.C.fiS. 
But  tic  died  in  this  year ;  and  the  only  q^uestion  is  at  wliat 
period  of  the  year  ?  According  to  Dio'  it  was  at  the  end  of 
it ;  and  so  critically  at  the  end  that  he  must  have  died  some 
time  betweeu  the  Nones  of  December,  tlie  day  ou  which  the 
accomplices  of  Catiline  vi^erc  executed,  and  l_>ecember  10.  the 
Tribuiiiciiiu  ingretts,  when  Labienus  must  hnve  gone  out  of 
office :  tlio  tribuuo  who  during  his  term  of  ofHcc  this  year 
rerivcd  the  law  of  Domitiua'*  (abrogated  by  Sulla)  which  g«vc 
or  restored  the  right  of  electing  the  PoutifexMaxiuiua  to  the 
people ;  for  according  to  Dio  also,  by  virtue  of  the  right  so 
restored,  Juliua  Cicsar  was  vleuted  in  the  room  of  Metelius  m 


■  BMpra,  p.  17. 
»  Snfrn.  p.  a]. 


■  lufit.  3j  (  rf.  16.  .!fi.     Cf.  Plotwrh,  Cimw, 
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the  intervHl  in  question.    Metellus  himself  therefore  must 
have  died  in  the  same  interval  too. 

Bat  this  was  scarcely  possible.  In  fact,  accordiug  to  Sal- 
\vat%  the  election  to  the  Pontificate,  at  Trhich  Julius  Cfesar 
carried  the  dajr  against  Catulus*  and  the  rest  of  his  competi- 
tors, was  over  before  the  Kones  of  December ;  and  Sallust 
in  that  respect  is  virtually  confirmed  by  Suetonius*',  who  ap- 
pears to  date  Caesar's  election  to  that  office  before  his  elec- 
tion to  the  pnetorship,  which  took  place  at  the  time  of  the 
consular  comitia  of  the  year  also :  that  is,  as  we  have  already 
seen  reason  to  conclude,  some  time  in  October  Roman.  Me- 
tellus  then  probably  died  early  in  the  latter  half  of  B.  C.  63. 
The  intercalation  of  the  year,  if  made  at  all,  must  have  been 
made  previously,  and  under  his  direction;  and  he  was  a  per- 
sonal friend  of  Cicero,  and  might  wish  on  many  accounts  to 
lengthen  his  term  of  office.  We  have  in  Cicero »  an  account 
of  his  death  itself;  from  which  we  collect  that  he  died  on 
the  third  day  after  he  began  to  be  ill :  and  though  before  the 
conspiracy  of  Catiline  had  yet  come  to  an  head,  not  before  it 
was  known  of,  or  suspected ;  nor  before  tbe  danger  which 
was  to  be  apprehended  from  it  was  already  foreseen. 
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In  any  year  of  the  Homan  calendar,  (the  regular  or  the  irre- 
gular alike,)  the  distance  in  days,  between  September  23  and 
January  1,  would  be  96 ;  one  description  of  years  only  being 

*  The  enmity  of  Catulua  to  CECsar,  alluded  to  in  these  accounts,  B.  C. 
63,  could  not  have  been  the  effect  of  CieBar*8  accusation  of  him,  De  Ca- 
]Mtolio:  because,  according  to  Suetonius,  (Vita,  xy.)  that  accusation  was 
instituted  Primo  Pnetune  die,  Jan,  i.  B.  C.  62. 

*  Ben.  Cst  xlix.  tBrch,C»3ar,Tii.  Cicero,AdAtticxii.ii. 
'  JoUna  CicBar,  xiiL  ziv.    CC  Pla-         •  Oratio,sxxiv.  ProM.Ccelio,i4,54. 
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excepted,  \\%.  those  which  consisted  of  35fi  days :  id  which  it 
would  be  97  days.  The  23rd  of  Scjiteiuber  Rotuau  then 
n,  C  ClJl  bt'iDg  givcD,  and  there  l>eiiig  no  reason  to  sujipose 
that  the  yenT  itself  had  3j0  days ;  the  Kalend?  of  Jaoiuiy 
U.C.  <!1>2  will  also  be  given.  If  the  former  was  Dec.  5  B.C. 
63  the  latter  TTQuhl  be  March  11  1).  C.  ti2.  Tbis  reasoning 
(the  prcmiscB  ou  irhich  it  is  founded  being  granted),  it  must 
be  admitted,  is  conclusive. 

Again  the  Kalends  of  Juuuar}'  in  any  year  being  given  tlic 
Kalends  of  February  also  will  be  given;  hut  uot  the  Kalends 
of  any  month  later  than  February  :  uuless  it  is  known  whether 
the  vear  was  to  be  common  or  intcrcalan* ;  and  if  iiittu'calan*. 
whether  the  >ferkcdonius  was  to  be  23  days  long  or  22.  Ifut 
that  also  being  known,  if  the  Kalends  of  January  are  given 
then  those  of  every  month  from  the  beginning  to  the  cud  of 
the  year  will  be  given  also. 

Now  to  apply  these  positions  (u  the  present  year,  U.C 
692,  of  which  the  Kalends  of  January  are  known,  because  the 
23rd  of  September  Roman  the  rear  before  is  known  j  but  of 
which  it  is  not  yet  known  whether  it  was  common  of  inter- 
calary:  i.  U.  C.  G91  having  been  intercalary  it  would  be 
moat  probable  that  U.  C.  693  would  be  common,  ii.  U.  0. 
G&2  must  have  been  actually  eommon.  The  administratJoa 
of  the  irregular  caUajilar  from  this  time  forward  down  to  the 
Julian  correction,  and  the  Roman  charnctcra  of  subsequent 
years  in  particular  instances,  raider  it  demonstratively  cer- 
tain that  there  could  have  been  only  one  intercalary  year 
more  between  U.C.  G!J1  and  V.  C.  708,  the  year  of  the  cor- 
rection itself:  and-that  year,  it  is  known  from  teifliiuony,  was 
U.C.  702  B.  C.  52.  Lastly,  it  is  lu  our  power  to  establish 
this  fact,  (viz.  that  the  year  was  common,}  of  the  present  year 
by  a  di&tiiict  and  independent  argument ;  which  turns  indeed 
ou  a  nice  and  critical  point,  but  is  not  the  less  conclusive  on 
that  account. 


i.  On  Ihe  rule  of  the  alttmation  of  the  Fa»ces  between  tht 
Consuls  of  the  Hootans. 

The  alternation  of  the  FaAccii  (i.  e.  of  the  insignia  of  power 
and  jurii^iliction,  the  nuthority  of  life  and  death,)  between  the 
consuls  of  the  Kumaaii,  as  the  ordinary  and  jet  the  supreme 
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ma^'strates  of  every  year,  is  a  subject  to  which  we  have  had 
occauoQ  to  rf^fcr  more  than  once  before. 

It  docs  not  appear  to  have  ever  been  the  rule  that  both  tho 
COD»ul«  should  have  the  Fasces  at  ouce ;  and  the  Urtit  lasti- 
totion  of  a  rulu  of  some  kind  which  gave  tticiu  alternately 
first  to  one  and  then  to  the  other  is  ascribed  even  to  the  first 
pair  of  consuls,  Brutus  and  Collatinus.  The  only  (lucstion 
ia  whether  thU  was  a  monthly,  or  a  daily,  ahcmation  of  its 
kind.  In  the  course  of  time  too,  if  not  from  the  first,  it  ap- 
pears to  have  becouic  aud  to  have  been  acted  ou  as  a  rule 
that  upon  iXizfirtt  day  of  the  oflicial  year,  the  day  of  the  in- 
ffresg,  out  of  respect  to  the  day  itself,  (the  appearance  and 
character  of  which  was  supposed  to  stamp  that  of  the  rest  of 
the  year,)  and  out  of  respect  to  the  people,  (from  whom,  by 
keeping  out  of  si^ht  the  ensigns  of  power  ou  that  day,  it  was 
thus  acknowledged  that  even  the  supreme  magistrate  for  the 
time  being  ultimately  denvcd  his  authority,)  neither  the  con- 
euls  nor  any  other  magistrate  acting  instenil  of  the  consuls 
sliuuld  have  or  should  exhibit  tiie  Fasces.  Fur  this  reasou  it 
is  represented  as  a  very  unusual  thing,  and  as  tantumouut  to 
AD  open  declaration  that  they  intended  lo  govern  by  force 
and  intimidation,  that  on  the  very  day  when  the  second  body 
•of  Decemrirs  entered  upon  office,  the  Ides  of  May  U.  C.  305, 
they  appeared  in  pubhc  with  12  lictors  before  each  of  tlieit 
number,  120  iu  alK:  and  the  same  construction  was  put  upoa 
the  act  of  Sulla,  M'hen  he  proceeded  Dictator  T'.C.  673  B,  C, 
81,  with  2-t  lictors;  Quod  nemo  unquam  feccrats — i.e.  on 
the  Tcry  first  day  from  which  the  office  itself  bore  date  :  for 
that  the  Dictator,  as  uniting  in  his  single  person  the  right 
and  jurisdiction  of  both  the  consuls,  was  legally  and  consti- 
tutionally entitled  at  any  other  time  to  24  lictorsK  there 
can  he  uo  doubt. 

This  being  the  case,  it  may  be  presumed  that  the  altema* 
tion  of  the  l-'asccs  would  not  bc^u  on  the  day  of  the  ingress; 
but  at  the  earliest  on  the  day  after  it.  And  with  regard  to 
the  rale  of  the  alternation  itself,  perhaps  the  most  correct 


I  DioDTttu  Hd.  X.  5^.   Lioy,  iil.  36.  ^  CT.  Platarch,  Fibm  Muiuini,  tv. 
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idea  of  the  priuciplcs  by  which  it  was  regulated  may  tw 
formed  from  the  tcsliniuiiy  uf  A.  Gcllius,  where  he  is  speak- 
ing of  the  respect  nnd  deference  originally  [Miid  aiuoug  the 
Romans  to  ngc,  and  sulisequeutly  to  marringe;  and  is  iUustra- 
ting  it  among  other  instances  by  this  of  ilic  altenmtion  of  thO' 
rasccsi. 

Sic  capitc  ac|itimo  Icgts  Julia;  priori  ex  coasulibus  faai 
snmendt  potestaa  fit  non  qui  pluiis  annos  natus  est  sed  qui 
Iiluriti  liberos  quam  collega  in  sua  pcitestato  habet  aut  belio 
amisit.  sed  ai  par  utriquc  numerus  liberorum  est,  mariliu  mut 
qui  iu  Dumcro  rannturum  est  (n  person  betrothed  or  engaged 
to  be  married)  pra;fertur.  si  vero  ninho  et  mariti  et  patrea 
totidem  liberorutn  sunt  turn  iUc  pristinus  bono*  instaura- 
tur;  et  qui  ninjor  natu  est  pnor  fai^ces  8uiuit...Bolit08  auteia 
audio  qui  lege  potiurea  esscut  fiuict-a  priiiii  ineusis  collegis 
concetlere  aut  longe  setate  prioribus  aut  nobilioribus  mnlto 
aut  secundum  consulutum  incuittibus. 

The  Lex  Julia  indeed,  De  Maritntidis  ordinibuswas  pasted 
by  Augustus  U.  C.  73tii' ;  but  the  old  rule  of  the  Fasces  ia 
plainly  rcccguizcd  iu  the  precediug  pnstrage,  as  first  and  pro- 
perly seniority,  or  Kuperiur  age :  and  secondly,  (sometimes 
even  to  the  prejudice  of  the  former,)  superior  nobihty  or  per- 
sonal dignity. 

Now  there  are  two  cases  of  the  alternation  in  question 
vrluch  we  may  appeal  in  illustration,  and  at  the  same  time 
confirmation,  of  the  rule.  The  first  is  that  of  the  consular 
year  of  C.Tereutius  Varro  L-  J:lraiUu8  Paullus  li  U.  C.  538 
B.C.  a  10.  the  ycju-  of  Canuw.  There  is  little  doubt  that 
each  of  the  criterious  specified  iu  A.  UelLius  would  apply 
tkii  case  ;  and  so  as  to  adjudge  the  Fasces  first  to  PhuIIus 
as  the  senior  in  age,  n»  more  noble  than  Varro,  (belonging 
he  did  to  the  order  of  the  Patricians.  Tarro  to  that  of-tbe 
Plebeians,)  and  as  his  superior  iu  titular  rank,  and  personal 
dignity ;  as  Vir  Conaularis  even  before  his  election  for  tliia 
year,  and  as  entering  on  his  second  consulship  when  Varro 
was  entering  on  his  first.     Consequently  though  Yarro  waa 
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oertaiiUv  the  popular  candidate,  aiid  probablr  the  first  elected  ; 
«tiU  thti  pnnlege  of  tiut-ing  the  Fasces  first  would  belong  to 
iEmilius  FaulluB. 

Now  we  have  it  on  tCBtiraony,  (uniform  and  invariable 
testimonv,)  that  tbc  day  before  the  battle  of  Canna;  the 
FaBC€«  were  Pcji^*  Paulhira,  and  on  the  day  of  the  battles  were 
Penes  Varronera.  The  day  of  the  battle  is  known  to  have 
been  fv  Nonas  Sextiles*,  Sextilia  2  Roman.  Vfe  Lave  nothing 
then  to  do  but  to  begin  the  alternation  ou  the  day  after  the 
ingress  at  this  time,  March  10  Roman,  anil  to  reckon  68 
turns,  136  days,  a  dny  to  each  of  the  consuls  in  his  turn, 
beginning  with  Pnullus,  and  wc  shall  find  thnt  the  60th 
turn  of  the  latter  would  actually  be  Scxtilis  1,  and  Varro's 
Sextilis  2. 

The  eecoud  case  ie  that  of  U.  C.  580  B.  C.  1G8,  the  consular 
year  of  L.  ^milius  Pauline  ii  C.  Liciiiius  Cnutsus™.  The  same 
criterions  as  before  are  applicable  also  to  Uiis.  iEmillus 
Panllus  WHS  no  doubt  older  titan  hi»  collcagne,  and  nobler 
than  his  colleague;  and  was  certainly  now  entering  on  his 
second  consulship,  Licinins  only  on  ]u.%  first :  and  besides  ho 
had  been  the  first  returned.  For  these  reasons  he  would  be 
entitled  to  have  the  Fasccn  first.  If  then  it  was  his  first  turn 
March  16  and  Licinius'  Mitrch  17;  it  would  be  his  seventh 
turn  March  28,  Licinius'  Alarch  29 ;  his  eighth  turn  March 
30,  Lieiuius'  March  UI :  iis,  from  the  eoiitrmporary  testimony 
of  the  ActJi  diurna",  it  is  seen  actually  to  have  been. 
■  To  apply  these  conclusions  then  to  the  present  year,  IT.  0- 

i2  R  C.  02  ;  There  is  a  fragment  of  the  Acta  diurna  for  this 
J^esr  also  still  in  existence"  in  winch  two  dates  occur :  iii  Idus 
Sexliles,  Fasces  penes  Murenam,  and  v  Kaleudas  Septembres, 
Fasces  penes  Syllanum.  The  former  means  Sextilis  11,  the 
latter  Sextilis  26.  Tliere  were  just  fifteen  days  between  them ; 
consc<iuent]y  if  Mureua  had  the  Fasces  on  the  1 1th,  he  would 
have  them  again  on  the  25tb,  and  Silnnus  on  the  26th  :  and  so 
fttT  these  entries  are  entirely  consistent  one  witli  the  other. 

We  do  not  indeed  know  which  of  these  consuls  was  the 
;  yet  from  Cicero's  oration  Pro  Murena  it  may  be 
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OoUcctcd  that  lie  was  probably  young  in  comparison  of  lib 
oollengue  :  and  pcrlmps  of  Tiot  more  thnn  the  le^nl  consular 
ago  42  or  4<1.  ]n  all  copies  of  the  Fasti  Sitanuit'  nniuc  takes 
precedence  of  his ;  nnd  that  i»  some  argument  that  he  tiis 
his  senior.  This  question  liuwerer  is  not  of  much  iraportnuce 
to  the  iJIustratiou  of  the  calendar  for  the  year  by  the  rule  of 
the  alternation  of  the  Fasces.  If  it  be  only  true  that  it  vaa 
Murenn's  turn  to  have  them  on  Sextilis  11,  and  it  may  uuly 
be  assumed  that  the  altLM-natioii  itaclf  began  on  January  2 
Boman;  itnill  follow  thnt  the  year  muxt  have  been  eommon, 
and  that  Silniius  (for  whatsoeverrcason)  miisthnvc had  the  Fasces 
de  facto  on  January  2,  and  Murena  January  3  ;  and  so  on. 

Between  January  2  nnd  Sextilts  13  the  interval  in  a  com- 
mon year  amounted  to  218  days ;  so  that  if  Silanus'  first  turn 
was  January  'Z  bin  IKHh  woidd  be  Scxtilis  \'Z  :  if  Murena'a 
first  turn  WHS  January  3  his  lOQrh  would  he  Sextilis  11.  In 
an  intercalarj-  year  of  378  days,  the  distance  from  January  3 
to  Sextilis  1 1  would  he  2-10  days ;  so  that  if  Silimus'  first  turn 
iu  such  a  year  was  Januaiy  2  his  121st  would  be  Sextilis  II: 
on  which  day  this  year  Murena  had  the  Fasces.  This  year 
conscqueutly  could  not  have  been  iutercalated;  at  least  with 
a  Atcrkcdunius  of  23  days.  It  is  true  tliatj  with  a  Merkedo- 
nius  of  S^S  days,  if  Afureiia's  tirst  turn  had  been  January  2, 
hia  121st  might  have  been  Sextilis  11.  Hut  that  would  imply 
that  be  must  have  been  the  senior  consul,  and  have  taken 
precedence  of  his  colleague  ;  of  which  there  is  no  proof,  hut 
rather  ever;'  presumption  to  the  contran.'.  XN'ith  a  Mcrkcdo- 
nius  of  22  days  also,  if  Silaous'  lirst  turn  hud  beeu  January 
2,  his  121  st  would  have  beeu  Sextilis  12,  as  it  appearv  to  have 
been.  But  wliat  right  should  we  have  to  assume  that,  if  there 
wasnMcrkeduniusthis  year,  it  was  one  of  22  days  and  not  of 
23  days  ?  We  have  already  observed  indeed  that  this  year  U.  0. 
G92  cauld  not  have  becu  intercalary.  The  ,\cta  therefore  ac- 
cording to  their  first  and  most  natural  coustructiou  confirm  the 
calendar;  and  the  calendar  iu  ita  turn  illustnites  the  Acta. 
The  Kalcnda  of  Jtuiuary  then  this  year  being  giveu,  aud  the 
length  of  the  year  beiug  giveu  ;  the  kalends  of  Gscry  month 
from  the  beginning  to  the  eud  of  the  year  are  also  given.** 

*  As  it  thus  clearly  apptars  ft'ora  the  ihnv  examplei  of  the  EacI  sburo 
Kidiicn)  D.  C.  2i6  B.C.  tfiSsDil  B.C.  6a  that  th«  Fuccv  wen  bdd  atler* 
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ii.  On  the  Nundinal  character  of  U.  C.  692  B.  C.  62. 
If  however  we  take  into  account  the  Nundinal  cycle,  which 

iiKtdy  day  hy  day ;  we  are  much  at  a  lo89  to  understand  the  following  oh- 
•enratioD  of  SoetoniuB,  with  reference  to  the  public  proceedinge  of  Julias 
Cksw,  IB  the  year  of  bis  consulship  U.  C.  695  B.  C.  59 :  Antiquum  etiam 
Rtaht  iDorem  ut  quo  mmse  fasces  non  haheret  accensus  aute  eum  iret 
Uctorea  pooe  aequerentur '. 

The  13  Lictors,  according  to  Livy^,  were  as  old  as  Romulus  and  origi- 
oaUy  derived  from  the  Etrurians  and  their  la  Lucuinones.  Under  the 
lUpubhc  each  consul  had  I3  lictors^  the  dictator  had  24',  the  pnetur 
had  6'. 

The  institution  of  a  menstrual  rule  of  alternation  is  attributed  by  Dio- 
Hyaiustotbe  two  first  consuls  Brutus  and  Collatimis :  Tiyvtadai  Si  rww 
wt\tK.ttaii  ri^y  napakrf^ai  tK  ittpiTptm^s,  iva  fi^va  KorixovTos  avrovs  itapaWa^ 
iMaripav^.  In  this  statement  IJvy  too  agrees  with  bim^;  yet  the  consul 
who  had  not  the  axes  had  t3  lictors  with  rods''.  Cicero  makes  the  first 
author  of  this  rule  to  have  been  Valerius  Poplicola^ :  Itaque  Publicola  lege 
Qla  de  provticatione  lata  statim  secures  de  fascibus  demi  jussit^,  poatri- 
dieque  nbi  coUegam  Sp.  Lucretium  suhrogavit,  suosque  ad  eum,  quod 
crat  major  natu,  lictorea  traosire  jussit^i  instituitque  primus  ut  singulis 
consuhbuB  alternis  mensibus  lictores  prceirent. 

Dionysus  speaks  of  'H  rav  fitfviis  f^ftavia,  U.C.  384  B.C.  4^0  ^^,  m penes 
one  of  the  cousuls  only,  Htus  Quinctius  Capitolinus,  at  that  time.  We  may 
uifer  from  him  too ' '  that  the  same  rule  of  a  monthly  alternation  still  held 
good  U.  C.  300  B.  C.  454,  and  abroad  too  as  well  as  at  home. 

It  seems  difficult  to  doubt  in  opposition  to  this  tesUmony  that  the  rule 
at  first  was  to  have  a  monthly  alternation.  And  yet  it  is  equally  necessary 
to  the  troth  of  testimony  to  suppose  that  this  monthly  alternation  must 
sometime  have  been  changed  for  a  daily  one.  The  Decemvirs  of  the  first 
body,  according  to  livy  '^,  each  bad  the  Fasces  one  day ;  each  too  pre- 
siding and  administering  justice  for  one  day.  We  may  therefore  probably 
infer  Uiat  the  change  of  rule  was  introduced  by  them.  The  regular  alter- 
nation of  the  Fasces  in  the  year  of  Cannae  is  attested  by  Polybius  also  '^ ; 
and  it  was  certainly  a  daily  one  :  and  an  alternate  rule  of  some  kind  is  still 
recognized  and  illustrated  U.C.  yjfiB.CaS,  in  the  consulship  of  Augustus 
Ti  and  Agrippaii'*. 

In  the  passage  produced  from  A.  Gellius,  supra,  the  altonation  is  sup- 

1  VHi.,  n.  9.  cf.  lirjr,  Bi.  3.7.  9  Cf  Valerias  Max.  iv.  i.  i  De  Ho- 

3  L  S.  cf.  Dionyrioa,  ii.  39 :  iii.  6l.  deratione.  Plutarch,  Poplicolo,  xii. 

*  Pol;biii9,  iii.  87,  7,  10  ix.  43.  Cf.  Li¥y  viii.  12.  U.C.  415 

*  Appian,  Sjriaca,  15.  B.  C.  339. 

«  V.  j:7j:  ef.  IT.  74.  «ii.i.  H  x.  44  :  33.         12  iii.  3a.  cf.  36. 

7  De  Repablica,  ii.  IS  iii.  no.  4.     Cf.  Ljdof,  De  Ma- 

6  Cf.  IHonysius,  v,  19.  x.  59.    Fla-  gistratibai,  i.  31. 
tech,  PoptiooU,  X.  14  Dk),  liii.  i. 
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accompanied  the  cycle  of  Kalends  in  the  Roniau  calendar 
perpctuatlv,  we  may  perhaps  be  enableil  Blill  further  to  illus- 
trate the  constitution  and  rliariictci'  of  this  rear. 

t  A  letter  ill  extant  from  Cicero  to  Q.  Metclliu  CclcrJ,  in 
which  he  complains  to  him  of  the  coudtict  of  liis  brother,  the 
tribune;  both  iu  having  tk-barrcd  him  from  the  exercise  of 
the  usual  privilege  of  addressing  the  people  Pridie  Kalendas 
Januariaa,  conceded  to  those  who  were  jnat  goinp  ont  of  officBj 
and  ill  haviiij^  repeatedly  denounced  or  accusutl  him  to  the 
people  subsequently*  :  Itaqne  ego  Metello  fratri  tno  pre* 
scnti  rcstiti :  nam  in  acnatu  Kal.  Jan.  sic  cum  co  dc  rcpub- 
lica  dispiitavi  ut  scntirct  sibi  cum  viro  forti  et  constant!  eatc 
pugnandum.  a.  d.  tertiura  Nonas  Januarias  com  agere^cce- 
pissct  tcrtio  quoque  vcrbo  orationis  auic  mo  appellabat,  mifai 
minabntur.  This  last  statement  is  meant  of  au  actio  or  con- 
cio  of  his  Ad  Populuni  on  the  3rd  of  January.  Now  accord- 
ing to  our  calendar  that  day  this  year  was  Nundinal ;  and  for 
the  piirpos*  of  criminating  Cicero,  and  of  laying  all  the  pro- 
ceedings relative  to  the  late  conspiracy  and  the  accomplices 
of  Catiline  to  his  charge  ia  ^jarticular,  before  as  large  an 
audience  as  could  ho  collected,  a  Nundinal  day  might  be 
chosen  on  purpoNC.     The  third  of  Jautiury  indeed  iras  Ibp 

poaed  to  be  tt  m(nHtrit.-il  one,  not  only  U  flr^t  tmt  ever  after.  We  should 
bo  of  opiniLtn  iWt  liiiJrr  llic  fnipcrun,  aDtl  wiirn  tlie  <,-uii)nilii]it|>  «rM  held 
by  iiidividuuts  only  for  ivtv  iiivnths  in  Keneral  at  a  lime,  tlie  old  rule  was 
again  m-ivcd ;  And  Lhe  altcmatiao  made  menstnial  as  before  And  this 
IK  probfthly  llii;  be«t  exjilanatiuii  uf  SuetODJuii'  ■talement;  vie.  that  it  had 
Bokaig  bwu  the  ciue  in  bii  time  to  bave  a  ntHiLbly  alteroation  that  H 
might  almost  have  been  forgotten  thnt  there  was  ever  stKh  «  thing  M  a 
isaiy  one.  U  muNi  be  inferred  indwd  fruiu  the  preceding  CvstiiuoniM  Uut 
the  connul  who  hud  not  the  axen  »l  a  pvtn  time  had  nevcrtbeleos  the  rods. 
Till  Fnnrrii  Iiuwrn-r  iitix<ilijU.-l)',  unit  in  stirli  a  phnu>r  ns  thiK  of  Faacea 
pcore  .4-*iniliuMi,  Fdfi.'vsi  penen  l^cinJuin,  inuot  iiicludu  lhe  axes  as  well  as 
the  roAa.  And  from  the  fx.-iinples  of  the  &ct«  adduced  above,  it  cannot  Ihi 
doubted  that  the  rodi  including  the  axea  allernalcd  doily  from  one  cooral 
to  the  other.  B.C.  316,  B.C.  i6tf.  and  B.C.  63. 

*  The  factious  behaviour  of  lhi«  trihune,  Cserilins  MeielluK.  in  iheM 
and  in  similrir  inntancex,  rnuHcd  him  w  be  deprired  of  bis  office  by  a  de> 
eree  of  the  senaic.     Suetoaiuo.  Julius  Ccrsar,  xvi.  1. 

T  A4  Fan.  r.  )i.  Cf.  PlotSKb, Cwero.  uilt.  Dio,  ssxraL  38.  MidtUetaa, 
lite,  i.  t^i-tft. 
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first  dav  uraiUble  for  an  address  to  the  people.  The  first 
was  a  dies  feriatus,  the  second  a  dies  religiosus.  The  third 
is  the  first  in  (lie  Julian  cnlendnr  mnrked  as  comittal. 

ii.  We  learn  from  tliP  same  Ada  Diiiriia,  rlted  supra,  that 
Cicero's  speech  Pro  Piiblio  Oomclio  Sulln.  which  is  still  ex- 
tant, waR  delivered  this  year  on  v  Kalendas  Scpteinbres,  Se- 
xtilis26:  Tulliiis  causam  dixit  pro  Cornel.  SaUaapud  judices 
dc  coDJuratione :  and  that  he  was  acquitted.  In  a  common 
year  the  ehnractcr  of  Sextilis  was  always  the  same  as  tliat  of 
January;  and  consequently  Sextilis  3  wns  Nundinal  this 
year,  and  Sexlilis  27,  hut  not  Sexiilis  26  :  so  that  this  action 
cunc  on  the  day  before  a  Nundinal  day ;  though  whether 
the  Ntindinal  incidence  whs  particularly  considered  iu  cases 
like  these  of  the  pleading  of  causes  before  judges  specially 
appointed,  and  not  before  the  regular  tribuuuU,  is  a  point  ou 
which  we  liave  not  been  able  to  satisfy  ourselves. 

iii.  There  is  another  entry  in  these  Acta,  for  the  next  day, 
iiii  Kalendas  Septerabres.  (Sextilis  27,)  Funua  Metellse  Hise 
Vcstfp  Virginia  illatrr  sepulero  stiorum  raajorutn  Via  Aurelia. 
This  day  was  Nundinal :  and  we  have  seen  reason  to  conclude 
that  for  burial  solemnities  the  Nundinal  incidence  was  as 
much  studied  and  preferred,  when  cireuiustauces  admitted  of 
it,  as  for  other  purposes  and  ou  other  oceasious  it  was 
aroided :  prineipnlly  too  because  of  the  anidogy  between  the 
stated  dnration  of  such  soU-ninities  and  of  the  Noveudiales 
Epule  and  tlrnt  of  the  Nundinal  cycled. 

It  is  tome  further  arKument  of  the  Nundinal  incidence  on 
Mwday.  that,  as  appears  from  the  last  quoted  entry  In  these  same 
Acta,  there  wail  a  brawl  or  riot  upon  it  Ad  tres  Taberaas;  in 
which  the  tavern  keeper  was  killed  by  some  drunken  Thra> 
cinns  {probably  gladiators):  Caupo  ad  Trea  Taberaas  oceisus 
a  Thracihua  cbriia  in  via  publica.  A  Nundinal  day  was  a 
market  day.  In  such  a  city  as  Home,  there  would  be  more 
of  this  kind  of  excess  on  a  Nundinal  day  than  even  ou  any 
other. 

We  learn  abo  from  these  Acta  ad  v  Kal.  Sept.  (Sextilis  26) 


*  Bm  VaL  a.  6.  note:  44.  noUt. 
Tbcn  1»  an  Instance  in  Cicero  (Ad 
<Jnlw*w»  fntrem,  til  8)  of  »  L«ui)iUio 
AuMbrin.  a.  d.  iJs  (Till)  KaI.  Iht.  V.C. 
JOB,  Nof  ■  >3  KoioMTi,  6.  C.  54,  thu  day 


sftvr  a  NiindiiLttl  iaj.  No*,  n  Smaui, 

Alight  wr  com-rt  the  tiMit  b^ivuUnnix 
far  iix  KoI.  Dec  it  would  tie  Ui«  Nuo* 
diiul  iIav  itsvlf  Nov.  43. 
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that  Ctesar  set  ont  to  his  province  (Spain)  "Ex.  Pnctura  ou 
that  day;  C.  C'leaor  ia  Ilispaninm  ult«norem  ex  Pnetunt 
proficiscitur  diu  prius  rctnrdHlus  h  crHlitoribus:  which  is  a 
curious  rcnson  to  be  faund  nssigned  for  the  delay  in  qnvstioQ 
ill  Hiich  »  document  na  this'*'.  The  Julian  date  of  this  de- 
parture at  Inst  would  be  October  30  B.  C.  62  :  only  just  in 
time  to  reach  his  destination  l)cforc  the  vrintcr.  He  rutumed 
from  Spaiu,  U.  C.  69^t  B.  C.  60",  in  like  manner  only  ju»t  in 
time  lor  the  couiitia  consularia  that  year;  in  order  to  »t«nd 
at  irhiuh  he  oacrifiecd  his  chance  of  a  triumph  for  his  suc- 
cesses in  Spain''.  And,  as  these  nppear  to  have  been  held 
about  the  Game  time  of  the  year,  B.  C  60,  at  which  he  had 
set  ont  from  Rome  in  B.C.  62;  it  follows  that  he  was  pro- 
bably absent  in  Spain  just  two  years. 

Section  W.^lrregular  Calendar^  C]fck  vii.  4.  355  dai/*. 


V.  C.  693  Vkt.  69a  Cap.  690  Polyb.  B.  C.  61 . 


M.  PupiuH  ri«o  Culpumiantn 
M.  Yftlehus  MrGsaUa. 


Kiilenda?  Juautiriv  Feb.  39  U.C.  61.  Nundinal  Char.  8. 


The  Nundinal  character  of  this  year  has  been  probably 
illiistnLtcd  from  the  account  of  the  profanation  of  the  cere- 
monies of  the  Bona  Deii  ut  Home  by  Clodius,  and  of  the  pro- 
ceedings which  arose  out  of  it".  We  may  observe  howcrer 
that  the  Kalends  of  January  U.  C.  092  being  known,  and  the 
length  of  the  year  being  known,  the  Kulends  of  January 
V.  C.  693  must  nlso  bo  known.  There  is  consequently  no 
room  for  doubt  concerning  the  Juliftu  date  of  these  Kalends^ 

*  Appian,  B.  C.  ii.  8  slates  the  amount  of  liie  debts  it  this  time  at 
33,000,000  drachms-,  S07. 291/.  i,v- 4'^-  Cf.  Arhulbnot,  p.ti6.  Suetimiu*. 
JulJuf,  xviji.  I.  I*liilarcli.  ('jesar,  xi.  Crassuo,  vii.  It  seemi  Cra«wuB 
becnme  surelj  for  him  at  UeI,  so  as  to  anablo  him  to  escape  from  tbe  im- 
portiitiit)-  of  Ilia  creditors. 

'  Dio;  xxim  gi.  Uk)),  nBur,  xiil.     CMa  Hbtor,  ixii. 

^  Ibid.  5i-!;4.     Sueleaiiu,  Kriii.  3,  ^  Vol.  ii.  47, 

Appiui.  B.C.'ii.  S.    Utj,  cilj.     Plu- 
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Feb.  29  B.  C.  Gl.  The  only  questiou  cau  be  about  the 
length  of  the  year.  And  here  it  is  proper  to  remind  the 
reader  that  in  all  cascK  of  this  kiud,  where  not  only  the  cycle 
of  KalemlH  but  the  Nundinal  cycle  is  concerned,  Ihere  is  no 
sltcraatire  except  between  the  Julian  dates  of  our  calendar 
andolhcr  Julian  dates, eight  terms  higher  or  eight  terms  lower 
at  lea&t:  neither  of  «hich,  at  this  period  of  the  administra- 
tioo  of  the  calendar,  could  possibly  be  adniitted.  There  is  no 
alternative  then,  and  enpt-eiully  at  this  period,  but  to  accept 
and  to  adupt  implicitly  Ihe  arriiugements  of  our  calendar. 
None  else  can  jmaaibly  hold  good  both  in  the  Nuudinni  cyele 
of  the  time  find  in  the  cycle  of  Kalends.  The  pi'csent  year 
thea  mutst  have  been  common ;  and  its  length  the  usual 
leugth  of  a  common  year,  355  days.  The  Kalends  of  Junu- 
ar)'  for  this  year  consequently  being  known  the  rest  of  the 
calendar  for  the  year  is  known. 

In  other  re8|>Rcta,  there  is  not  much  to  be  discovered 
among  the  particulars  on  record  concerning  this  year  which 
U  calculated  to  illustrate  the  calendar.  The  following  fact 
indeed  is  mentioned  by  Pliny''  as  something  which  occurred 
in  it :  Annalibus  notatum  est  M.  I'isone  M.  Messalla  consu- 
libus  a.  d.  xiv  Kalendtia  Octobres  Douutium  Ahenobarbum 
jl^dilem  Cnrulem  ursos  Numidicos  centum  ct  totidcni  vena> 
torea  .'"Ethiopas  in  Circo  dodisse. 

There  were  Ludi  in  Circo,  according  to  the  Julian  rakn- 
dwpe,  ivii  Kal.  Oct.  to  xiii  Kal.  Oct.  both  inclusive ;  the  Ludi 
Romani:  but  these  appear  to  have  been  horse  races  or 
chariot  races  ;  the  day  before  tlicy  began,  xviii  KiJ.  Octobres, 
being  marked  Equorum  Probatio  in  Circo.  in  any  ease  this 
exhibition  uaa  something  unusual ;  for  which  reason  it  had 
been  specially  recorded  in  the  public  journals.  The  most 
observable  circumstance  connected  with  it  is  that  though  it 
came  in  the  midst  of  those  games  it  fell  clear  of  the  Nundinal 
day.  Tlie  character  of  Sctitemher  being  3,  the  xii  Kal.  Oct. 
Sept.  19  Roman  was  Nundinal,  but  not  xiv  Kal.  Sept.  17. 

Another  event  of  this  year  was  the  Triumph  of  Pompey, 
De  Mitliridate  et  Ponto ;  t!ie  greatest  which  ho  had  yet  cele- 
brated.    According  to  the  iiiacriptiou  on  the  temple  of  Mi- 

'  H.  K.  <rilL  54.  p.  469.    Cf.  Sgliniu,  an.  10.  ■  KlaABsn,  Amitenkinc, 

CMpnaiK,  Anlbttne. 
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nerva  at  Romef  •whic'h  commemorated  it  it  was  cdchrateil 
iii  Kal.  Octobres ;  accordiug  to  Pliny  and  others  b,  on  his 
birtliday,  Pridie  Kal.  Octobres.  In  reality  it  was  celebrated 
Ptn"  hxdumn;  i.  e.  on  both  days.  We  may  conclude  then 
that  it  bugnn  iii  Kal.  Oct.  September  28  Roman ;  and  if 
so  on  the  day  after  the  Nundinul  day.  Scpteml>cr  27.  Its 
Julian  date  was  November  19 ;  that  of  the  exhibition  of  Do- 
mitiiia  previously  was  Xovcmber  8. 

There  is  aUo  a  letter  of  Cicero's  to  Atticua  which  belongs 
to  this  year  ^ ;  dated  on  the  Nones  of  December :  conse- 
quently towards  the  end  of  the  year.  lu  this  he  speaks 
of  a  debate  in  the  senate  on  the  Kalends  of  l>eccmbur  and 
on  the  next  day,  relating  to  a  petition  of  the  koigbts,  (the 
Asiani,  or  such  of  their  body  as  had  farmed  the  revenues 
of  the  province  of  Asia,)  the  object  of  which  was  to  release 
them  from  the  terms  of  aa  improvident  contract  with  the 
censors,  into  wliich  they  had  entered :  Hnic  qooque  ret  sub- 

ventum  est  maxime  a  nobis niultaque  a  mo  de  ordinum 

dignitate  et  concordia  dicta  sunt  Kal.  Decembr.  et  postridie. 
ncqne  adhuc  res  confocta  est,  scd  voluntas  scuatus  perspecta. 
unns  enim  contra  dixcrat  'Metellns  consul  drsignatus.  quin 
erat  dicturus  (ad  qucm  propter  die!  brevitatcm  perrentom 
&on  est)  heroB  ille  oostcr  Cato. 

This  allusion  to  the  consul  designatns  Metellus  deter< 
mines  the  time  to  U.  C.  693  exeiintc :  and  the  Kalends  of 
>ecember  in  qncstioii  to  January'  20  B.  C  60.  At  this  time 
the  days  might  well  be  represeuted  as  short.  They  were  in 
fact  almost  as  short  as  they  conld  be  for  the  latitude  of 
Borne.  But  the  most  important  circumstance  is  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Fublicani,  and  tlic  debate  upon  it.  Tlio  two  davi 
on  which  it  was  under discussiuii,  (December  1  aud  3  Roman,) 
would  be  January  20  and  31  R  C.  00.  It  appears  from  a 
BBcond  letter'  that  the  question  was  considered  so  important 
and  so  urgent  that  no  other  business  was  to  take  precedence 
of  it ;  and  even  the  audirace  of  the  Legationca  from  abroad 
(usual  iu  the  month  of  February  Roman)  was  to  be  post- 
poned,  if  necessary,   until  it    was    settled :     Ita    nos   cogi- 

'  li»y,   Haumii,  ri    p.  js^     Plinj,  ■  VoL  ii.  gi.  icviiL 

vil.  47.133,  I>KM|lmu,ti!>.  Dcp.  11.119.         ^  Ad  Allici.  1;. 
xviii.  I  [tnil.  1.  iH. 
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raur  rcliquis  de  rebus  uibU  deccrnere  autcquam  publiciiuis 
respousuni  git.  quarc  utiatn  legalioDtiS  rejcctum  iri  puto '. 
Tbi«  letter  iUelfis  dated  on  the  Kalends  of  Fubrunrr  U.  Mc- 
tello  et  L..  Afranio  Coaa.  i.  o.  U.  C.  (594 ;  March  1 9  B.  C.  60. 
The  application  indeed  was  ultimately  rejected  through  the 
influence  of  Cato  Is.  Now  this  is  explained  moat  effectually  by 
the  Lnstral  cycle  of  the  time.  This  year  U  C.  694  B.C.  CO  wa« 
the  firal  year  of  the  buudredth  cycle  :  the  year  before,  U.  C. 
693  B.  C.  61,  waa  the  last  uf  the  uiuety-uiuth'.  The  Ln- 
Btruin  in  qiicittiou  would  bear  date  December  10  Honian 
U.C.  693,  January  29  Julian  B.C.  60.  We  see  then  thnt 
the  application  of  the  Unlglita  was  made  only  nine  days  be- 
fore the  expiration  .of  the  current  cycle,  dated  from  the  fir»t 
[■of  the  Nnndinal  Martins.  Their  contract  with  the  censors 
Jiowever  would  be  rt.*ckuuud  from  the  Kalends  uf  ^Inrcb 
Soman ;  and  tlierefore  would  not  expire  before  March  1  Ro- 
man U.  C.  694  April  15  B.  C.  60.  The  object  of  the  applica^ 
tion  vfiA  to  release  them  from  the  obligation  of  thin  engage- 
ment before  the  tune  when  its  fulfilment  would  become 
binding.  And  as  that  was  nearly  arrived,  it  was  probably 
the  principal  reason  why  it  was  treated  as  a  matter  of  so 
much  urgency,  which  admitted  of  no  delay.  No  doubt  it 
iras  a  contract  which  had  been  made  with  the  eetisora  uf  the 
99th  cycle,  not  with  tliow;  of  the  lOOth.  That  the  9&th  cycle 
had  cenaorB  has  been  seen » ;  thiit  the  100th  cycle  had  so 
does  not  appear.  Their  uamc-i  at  least  are  not  upon  record. 
In  any  case,  in  the  month  of  December  llomau  U.C  693 
they  could  not  yet  have  been  appointed.  Their  proper  time 
Tould  be  Quinctilis  U.C.  094.  This  fact  huwcrei-  may  be 
tdded  to  the  other  proofs  ■>  that  contracts  made  with  the 
censors  froui  cycle  to  cycle  properly  bore  date  from  the  Ka- 
lends of  March :  and  vet  thnt  the  dccursua  of  such  cvclea 
themselves,  the  end  of  one  and  the  beginning  of  another, 
was  reckoned  from  the  Nundinal  March  *. 


R 


•  Wlien  Cicero  wrote  *A  Atl.  i.  i8  llik  tjueittioii  had  been  pendinfi  thr^ 
nunthH  i  dial  u,  Uom  lh«  Kol.  of  Deccoiber  lo  the  KaL  of  February,  both 
incluaire.     When  ho  wrote  ad  Attic,  ii.  i,  (on   the   Kal.  of  Jane,  or 


■  IMd.  loo.  rit. 

»  Ibid.  U.  I. 

<  Mm.  r<>l.  i).  3.U. 


«n  Vol.  iL  337. 

n  Vol.  ii.  175;  .104. 
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Ih  Afranius 

q.  Cvdlius  Metelhn  Celor. 


Kalrnda*  Januaric  Fcbnuay  18  B.  C  60.  Nundinsl  Char.  3. 


It  Iiaa  been  sccn^  that  the  Knlends  of  January  thisjear 
vcrc  curlier  than  March  If)  B.C.  00  at  least;  and  hy  our 
calendar  they  fell  on  February  18,  26  days  before  it. 

There  was  an  exhibition  of  gladiators  on  the  first  of  June 
Roman  this  year ;  as  we  Icam  from  CiocroP :  Kal.  Jun.  eunti 
mHii  Antinm,  ct  glndiatores  M-  ^(etelli  cupidc  rclinqucnti. 
Tonit  obriam  piier  tuus.  The  Kalends  of  Juuc  were  sacred 
both  to  the  Dca  Carna,  and  to  Juno  Moneta,  and  to  Mare 
Extra  Pertain  Capenam,  and  to  Tcmpestasi :  yet  that  there 
were  statcfl  .show.t  of  gladintors  on  it  is  not  known.  In  any 
case,  the  fintt  of  June  U.  C.  694  was  not  Kimdinal  i  but  the 
day  before  a  Nundinal  day. 

Wc  may  obierve  that  several  TeMene  gladiatorite,  or 
tickets  of  admission  to  these  spectacles^  are  still  extant ; 
which  were  issued  this  year':  from  which  it  apiHairs  that 
there  were  similar  exhibitions  on  the  Kalends  of  April :  and 
though  that  day  too  was  sacred  to  Venus  and  to  Fortuiu 
Virilis  •  yet  neither  was  it  Nundinal  U.  C.  694  B.  C.  GO. 

It  is  related  by  Dio  of  this  year'  that,  after  the  comitia  at 
which  Cssar  and  Bibulus  were  elected  consuls,  there  was  a 


soon  iLft«r,)  it  bad  bmi  ikdded  and  in  the  negxtivflj  tbst  is,  against  the 
Futilicnni ;  through  the  oppoftilion  to  their  requut  made  by  C^Ui.  Wc 
nuy  jinrsume  thm  that  it  was  actually  decided  in  the  Roman  Pebniuy, 
before  the  Kalends  of  March.  Yet  it  may  he  collected  from  Valerius  Mti. 
a.  X.  7  De  Majcstatc  that  the  <|ueatinn  Vks  renewed  in  the  eontular  year 
of  Cmva  B.  C,  59  ;  cf.  Suetonius,  Juiiue  Cesar,  xx.  7-9.  Apinao.  B.  C 
ii-i3- 


•  Snpnt,  p.  jl. 

V  Ad  Atticuu,  it.  I. 

^  Olid.  Futi,  <ri.  101 1  iS.t  I  191 : 
1^     UaflWan  :  VruuMuu  CaltfiiiW. 

r  Rcln«riiu,  v.lx.f.  391.  Fabn-tli, 
I.  No.  196.  ]>.  3;.     Miintoriiu,  cexm. 


*  0*M.  FbmI.  W.  1531  ij7t  14$. 
PrmeMitw  Calnular. 

t  swivir.  (8  J  jl4-jfl-  PIntsfrfi, 
PiMnpeitUgXltu.  Cnucus,  nv.  Cmmr, 
xUL     Cf.  Lirr.dii. 
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great  stonn  of  wind ;  the  effects  of  which  are  particularly 
de»cribe<l  I>y  him. 

The  date  of  these  comitia  is  not  known.  But  we  may  col- 
lect from  Cicero  "  that  tliose  of  B.  C.  Gi  had  not  yet  beea 
held  by  the  vi  Kaleudtia  Scxtiles,  Quinctilis  27  U.C.  G93  ;  and 
that  those  of  B.  C  59  "  were  oa  laic  as  the  xv  Kal.  Novem- 
bres  October  18  Roman  U.C.  695.  The  moon  would  be 
new  B.  C.  60  on  November  8,  September  28  Roman ;  and  a 
Tiolcut  storm  of  wiud  at  that  season  of  the  year  would  be 
nothing  extraordinary.  It  is  probable  therefore  that  Ciesar^s 
comitia  were  held  about  that  time.  We  Icaru  liencc  conse- 
quently the  probable  date  of  his  return  from  S]iain  this  year, 
whither  he  set  out  October  30  B.  C  62  » ;  the  time  too  when 
the  question  of  hia  Triumph  l)c  Luaitanis  muat  have  been 
under  discussion:  both  coiiicifU-ntly  or  nearly  so  with  the 
Petitio  coDsululua,  iu  the  mouth  of  September  or  early  in  that 
of  October. 

There  is  something  also  to  be  remarked  on  the  standard 
of  the  common  year,  which  in  seen  to  Imvc  repeatedly  gained 
admission  into  the  calendar  in  this  viith  cycle;  Wt.  that 
of  354  days,  Tliat  such  yeafs  were  admissible  from  B.  C. 
200-199  dowunards  has  been  demonstrated y :  and  that 
many  of  the  common  years  of  this  lost  cycle  of  the  irreguUr 
calendar  must  have  coiisltitcd  defaciu  of  this  piirlieular  num- 
ber of  days  and  no  more  has  been  proved  by  actual  caleula- 
^tioa7.  The  first  however  of  this  standard  which  tho  neces- 
sity of  the  case  requires  us  to  recognize  is  the  fifth  year  of 
the  cycle,  U.  C.  694  B.  C.  ()0 :  and  that  being  tlie  proper 
length  uf  the  common  lunar  year  in  the  Octaeteric  and  even 
in  the  Metoiiic  cycle,  it  ib  worth  while  at  this  particular 
juncture  of  time  to  cousidcr  in  what  relation  the  Kalends  of 
January  were  standing  to  the  lunar  year.  According  to  our 
General  Luoiur  calendar,  Period  xiii  Cycle  xn.  11,  the  new 
ZOOon  of  Adarborc  date  February  15  at  midnight,  B.  C.  60  j 
and  that  is  seen  to  have  been  tnie  to  the  moon.  6'om  the 
tolar  eclipse  the  same  year  March  16  4  4o  p.  h.  at  Paris. 
The  Kalends  of  January  B.C.  694,  February  18  B.C.  60, 


•  Ad  Allic.i.  16. 

»  Ibid.  a.  itK  cf.  11: 

■TJii.  1  ■  7  :;■ 
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«  Sujif*,  576. 

'  Vol.  i.  490,  4Q1. 
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irero  consequently  the  Luna  4^  It  w  mfficicnt  to  hare 
pointed  out  the  fact  of  that  coincidence  at  present.  We  shall 
probablf  sec  a  reason  for  it  by-aod>by. 

i 

Sbctiok  VIII. — i.  IrreguJar  Calendar,  Cyf-tf^i.  7. 354  Jayt. 
\  U.  C.  696  ViiT.  605  C«|i.  693  Polyb.  B.  C  58. 


L.  Colpurniu*  Piso  CtesooinUB 
A.  Gabtniu*. 

Kalende  Janaariie  Jan.  38  B.  C.  ^.  NnntliDal  Char.  8. 


ii.  Irregutar  Cttiendar,  Ctfcle  vii.  8.  355  dm/a. 


i 
I 


U.  C.  697  Van-.  696  Cdp.  694  Poljrb.  B.  C.  57. 

P.  ComeliuB  LeunJu*  Spinther 
Q.  CndliuB  MeteUua  Ntpos. 

KaUndae  Janiurue  Jan.  i;  H.  (*.  57.  Nandiiu]  Char.  6. 


We  pass  QTcr  the  consular  year  of  C.  Julius  Osesar  and 
M.  Calpumiua  Bibulus,  U.  C.  695  B.  C.  59 ;  because  there  ii 
notbing  on  record  concerning  it  which  is  cnlculntcd  to  fl- 
Imtrate  the  caleodar,  unless  it  be  the  fact  relftte<l  of  the  rery 
last  day  of  the  year:  when  Bibulus,  Cfesar'ti  colleague,  after     I 
oontiniiig  himwlf  closely  to  his  own  bouse  for  eight  months 
preriously*,  fi,  e.  from  the  day  after  the  passing  of  Cuisar's    ^ 
Agrarian  Jaw,  which  in  that  case  must  have  been  some  time    H 
in  April  Komnn,  May  fi — June  -I-  B.  C.  50,  j  firat  made  his  ap- 
pearance in  public  agnin  ;  though  only  to  discharge  a  duty, 
incuuibcut  on  those  who  were  going  out  of  ofBcc:  Mera  rqr 
TOV  ZpKOV  iH(TT«<r<t»f  Kol  ir«f>l  Tiv  sapoiTfitv  S'jtitjyo/wjffiu  ".     This 
would  bo  Pridie  Kal.  Januiuias  U.  C.  695,  Januaj-y  27  B.  C. 
68;  and  it  is  obscrrnble  that  it  was  also  a  Nundinal  daj, 
ifhich  would   probably  givo  greater  aulemnity  and  greater 

Ad  AlUc.  ii.  ij.  to:  OnL  &xxiiL  la 
Valininm.  9.  >t,  11. 
■  Dio,  Kutvtii  1 1. 
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notoriety  to  this  net  of  Bihulua :  though  as  to  the  ceremony 
of  the  Ejuratio  itself,  it  must  of  cour^ie  be  gone  through  on 
the  last  day  of  the  official  year,  whether  it  was  Nimdlual  or 
not. 

It  is  nlso  to  be  observed  of  this  year  that  Ctesar'a  marriimiio 
to  Calpurnin,  daughter  of  Piso,  consul  the  next  year,  and  that 
of  Poinpey  to  Julia  the  daughter  of  Caaar,  both  took  place 
in  it,  and  about  the  same  time  iu  it ;  riz.  alYer  the  consular 
coniitia  of  the  year,  and  whuu  Piuo  wao  diready  consul  de- 
siguatuv^.  If  so,  after  the  xv  Kal.  Novembres.  October  18 
Roman,  Nov.  17  Julian,  the  date  of  tliose  comitia^ 

The  command  in  Gau]  too  in  quiiiqunmmm  yrm  nssi^ed 
to  Ca-sar  in  this  year;  lirst  that  of  Gallia  Cisalpina  and  Illyri- 
cum,  L<^e  Vatinia;  and  then  that  of  Gallia  Comata  Per  ae- 
natum''.  It  waa  prolonged  for  another  three  years,  or  an- 
other jftv  years,  Lege  Trcbouia,  \\.  C.  Tib ;  and  as  the  context 
of  Dio  impUe8>-'  about  the  middle  of  that  year.  It  may  be 
collected  from  Ciceru^  that  the  epocb  from  which  it  was  un- 
derstood to  bear  date  was  March  1  Roman  U.  C.  696,  Ihlarch 
25  B.C.  fiS :  and  though  ita  entire  duration  in  strictness  was 
only  eight  years,  it  is  gencmlly  represented  at  ten'*. 

With  regard  to  the  year  which  follows,  U.  C.  696  B.  C  58, 
the  hrat  of  this  command  in  Qaul,  it  admits  of  being  illus- 
trated by  the  testimony  of  the  calendars  of  the  north  of 
£urope  at  this  time,  as  well  as  by  the  Roman;  not  only  bf 
one  specific  date  wliich  Ctesar  himself  supplies,  tliat  of  the 
migration  of  the  Helvetii,  v  Kalendaa  Apiilcs  March  28  Ro- 
man, but  also  by  a  great  number  of  minnte  and  circumstan- 


*  Via,  sixriu.  g.  A|>[ri&n,  R.  C-  fi 
14.  Plntarrb,  Cmsr,  air.  Pompriu*, 
slix.  Calu  .Miu  uutj  xssUi.  :^a(Mo. 
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Mia.  usiii.  zliii-  Cinrro,  Ad  AtUi:.  ili. 
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in  tin  oommKBil,  dated  ttma  Much  t 
Ronm.  B.  C  s6. 
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tial  coincidenca  between  tbe  RomaD,  tbe  Xlelvctiao.  the 
Gallic,  and  the  Gerraoii  or  Teutonic  calendiir  duritig  tbia 
reur.  Uut  this  is  a  branch  of  our  subject  which  we  must 
ncccssnrily  reserve  for  future  explanation. 

In  like  mnnner  the  truth  of  our  calendar  for  the  rear  after 
this,  IJ.  C.  697  H.  C.  57,  hna  been  placed  beyond  the  posaibi- 
Uty  of  a  question  by  an  infallible  note  of  authenticity,  tho 
date  of  a  Xumlinul  day,  the  xth  Kalendaa  Decembrcs  iu  that 
year,  furnished  by  Cicero'',  a  contemporary,  and  on  the  spot, 
(i.  e.  at  Some,)  at  the  time.  But  forasmuch  as  these  two 
years.  U.  C.  GiXi  and  IT.  C.  097  B.  C.  j8  and  B.  C.  57,  include 
an  interesting  period  of  the  personal  hialory  of  Cicero,  (that 
of  his  baniahment  from  llome,)  the  chronology  of  which  haa 
never  yet  been  cleared  up,  (nor  in  fact  without  our  calendar 
ever  could  have  been,)  we  shall  perhaps  be  excused  if,  with  a 
view  to  the  explanation  of  this  point,  we  go  into  tbe  consi- 
deration of  these  two  years  somewhat  in  detail. 

t.  On  Me  chronology  of  the  baniahment  of  Cieero 
n.  C.  58—57. 
The  ostensible  instrument  in  bringing  about  the  expatria- 
tion of  Cicero  was  no  doubt  the  dcma^gue  P.  Clodius; 
the  secret  instigators  of  Clodius,  and  the  reid  efficient  canaea 
of  that  event  iu  his  life,  were  the  three  most  powerful  indiri- 
duaU  of  their  time,  Otsar,  I'ompcty,  and  Craasua :  each  of 
whom  had  rcnsoiiH  of  hia.  own  if  not  for  desiring  the  death  of 
Cicero  yet  for  wishing  to  remove  htm  for  a  time  from  Rome, 
and  to  subject  hira  to  some  personal  humiliation  and  di»- 
gracc.  And  these  three  had  entered  into  a  coalition  tbe  rear 
before,  both  for  other  purposes  which  they  had  iu  view  and 
for  this  one  object  in  particular':  to  which  Cwmr  attadied 
80  much  importance  that,  though  his  personal  presence  in  his 
province  was  urgently  requin^d  by  circumstances,  be  would 
not  set  out  at  last  until  Cicero  was  actually  gone  from 
Rome''. 


ni^^l 
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And  hence  we  may  probably  form  the  first  idea  of  the  time 
-when  Cicero  left  Rome ;  the  date  of  which  has  not  been  re- 
corded. For  if  we  may  only  assume  that  Caisar  would  not 
defer  his  arrival  in  his  province  later  than  the  day  fixed  upon 
for  the  migration  of  the  Helvetii,  March  28  Roman ;  then 
since  we  are  told'  he  travelled  with  so  much  despatch  after 
he  had  set  out  as  to  reach  the  Rhone,  (which  means  the  lake 
of  Geneva,)  on  the  eighth  day,  'Oyioam  Itti  tov  *?oiiavov  k\~ 
BfXv,  it  will  follow  that,  having  already  arrived  at  his  destina- 
tion by  March  28,  he  could  not  have  set  out  earlier  than 
March  20.  Neither  then  could  Cicero  have  left  Rome  later 
than  March  20. 

But  again  it  appears  that  when  Cicero  actually  left  Rome 
he  set  out  at  midnight  ■».  The  same  fact  might  be  collected 
from  his  own  testimony  ».  We  must  conclude  then  that  on 
the  day  of  his  departure  there  was  moonlight  at  midnight. 
Now  from  our  General  Lunar  Calendar,  Period  xiii.  xvi.  13, 
the  new  moon  of  Veadar  is  seen  to  have  fallen  on  March  25 
at  midnight,  B.  C.  58 ;  and  that  might  be  confirmed  by  the 
solar  eclipse  the  same  year,  July  20  11  30.  p.  m.  Paris :  and 
March  25  B.  C.  58  at  midnight  was  the  Julian  date  of  the 
Kalends  of  March  U.  C.  696.  The  20th  of  March  Roman 
and  the  20th  of  this  moon,  at  midnight,  coincided  also.  If 
therefore  Cicero  left  Rome  at  midnight,  and  not  later  than 
March  20  Roman,  we  may  conclude  with  very  great  proba- 
bility that  he  actually  left  it  at  midnight  March  20  Roman. 

But  further  we  learn  from  Obsequens"  that  the  day  before 
bis  departure  he  dedicated  an  image  of  Minerva,  in  the  Capi- 
tol ;  which  image  was  afterwards  blown  down  from  its  pe- 
destal in  the  year  of  his  death  B.C.  43 :  and  thereby,  as  Ob- 
seqnens  construed  that  coincidence",  gave  a  significant  inti- 
mation beforehand  that  his  own  death  was  not  far  distant. 
This  image  was  dedicated  under  the  title  of  Minerva  Roma: 
Custos :  Of/Aof  or  '^vkoKd :  IloAiovxos.  The  fact  of  the  dedi- 
cation is  attested  by  Plutarch?,  and  Dio%  and  also  by  him- 
self': Nos,  qui  illam  custodem  urbis  omnibus  ereptis  nostris 


1  PlnUrc^  Crist,  xvii.  *  cxxviii.    Cf.  Dio,  xlv.  17. 

■  Plutordi,  Cicero,  xixi.  p  Cii«ro,  xxii. 
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rebus  ac  pcrditin  Tiolnri  nli  impiis  passi  non  sumna,  eamque 
ex  nostra  domo  ipsins  patris  domam  detuHmun;  judicia  se- 
uatus  Italife  geatium  denique  omnium  coiiserrattc  patrirocon- 
secuti  HumuB. 

Now  if  this  image  was  dedicated  the  day  before  Uie  dcpnr» 
turc  of  Cicero,  and  the  diiU:  of  that  departure  iras  March  20 
Koinan  at  niidnif^ht,  this  iniagd  was  dedicated  on  March  19. 
If  so.  it  trns  deilicatcd  on  the  first  day  of  the  liomaii  Qiuu- 
quatrus,  and  on  the  very  day  which  was  supposed  to  be  the 
birthday  of  Miaerva  herself*.  And  this  coincidence  must  do 
much  to  authorize  the  inference  that  this  day  «■»»  purp(»sely 
selected  by  Cicero  for  the  dedication  in  question ;  and  tb»t 
conclusion,  too  is  greatly  confirmed  by  the  subscqucut  history 
of  the  iniago,  to  wbici)  n'c  have  already  adverted  ;  its  being 
blown  down  B.C.  43.  It  was  restored  to  its  place  after  that 
accident  on  this  very  day;  the  first  of  the  Quinquatrus,  at 
that  time  also,  March  19  Koman.  In  one  of  Cicero's  Ictten^H 
Ad  Famitiarcs',  written  this  year,  after  meutionin;;  the  Libo-  ^V 
ralia,  March  17,  be  proceeds  :  Eo  die  non  fuit  senatus,  neqnc 
poatero.  Quiuquatribus  (March  19)  Irequenti  seuntu  caussam 
tuau  e^  non  invita  Minerva  ;  etenim  eo  ipsa  die  scnatus  dc- 
ere?it  ut  Minerva  nostra  custos  urbia  quam  turbo  dejecerat 
restitucretur.  No  day  was  more  likely  to  be  fixed  upon  for 
this  restoration  of  the  image,  {especially  out  of  compliment 
to  Cicero  also,)  than  that  on  which  he  had  himself  with  bis 
own  hands  set  it  up  in  the  Capitol.  Tbeso  various  coincidences 
can  scarcely  leave  it  doubtful  that  he  must  have  dedicated  tliia 
image  March  19  Roman,  and  must  have  lefl  the  city  March 
20  Roman  at  midnight,  this  year,  U.O.  GOG  B.  C.  58. 

This  point  then  bring  settled  we  proceed  to  the  rest  of  tie 
history  of  this  exile.  It  appears  fixtm  his  own  account"  that 
his  first  intention  was  to  have  sought  un  asylum  in  Sicily; 
and  with  that  object  in  ^iew  he  repaired  first  of  all  to  Vibo. 
But  the  praetor  of  Sicily,  C.  Virgllius,  not  daring  or  not 
choosing  to  afford  him  a  refuge  in  the  island,  he  was  obliged 
to  return  from  Vibo ;  and  having  made  up  his  mind  to  go  to 
Cyzicus  in  Asia",  he  went  from  Vibo  to  Urundisium. 


*  Ovid,  KaHi,  iii.  8<m-8it. 

«'  Onlio  wjtl,  Pro  Cn.  PUncks  40, 


95— 4>.  9'-      tl.    PlntkKh,  Cic 
Ktxii  Via.  xxiviii.  r;,  18. 

•  Ad   Altw.  iii.  J^^:    6  J    !■( 
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Nov  the  dnte  of  liis  RrrivHl  nt  Bnmtlisium  is  knovn. 
There  i»  one  letter  to  Atticus,  De  Tnrontino*,  dnted  xir  Kal. 
Mail :  &nd  another  r  which  nnnonnccs  his  arrival  at  Brundi- 
slum  that  wldic  day,  a.  d.  xiv  Kal.  Maii  April  17  Roman, 
The  interval  therefore  between  the  departure  from  Rome 
Alareh  20  Roman,  April  13  Julian,  and  this  arrival  at  Brnn- 
disium,  or  as  he  terms  it  himself  under  the  tea/lx  of  Krundi- 
sium*,  April  17  Roman  May  11  Julian,  B.  C.  58,  must  have 
been  28  days. 

He  tells  Tis  himself  that  from  Vibo  he  travelled  to  Bruudi- 
num  by  land :  Turn  consilio  repente  mutato  iter  a  Vibone 
Brandiifium  terra  petcre  contendi ;  nam  mnritimos  cursus 
praiclndebat  hiemis.  magnitndo".  Nor  must  we  be  surprised 
nt  hia  speaking  of  winter  in  the  month  of  April  ♦.  There  ia 
a  letter  to  Quintns  his  brotlier*',  wriltcn  B.  C.  56;  in  which 
mlso  he  spenka  of  the  sea  aa  still  shut  between  vi  Idus  Aprilea 
K&d  iii  Idus  AprilM,  April  11  and  14,  that  year.  If  however 
he  trftvplled  for  tliis  reason  by  land  from  Viho  to  Brundisitim ; 
no  doubt  for  the  aame  reason  also  he  rau&t  have  travelled  by 
laud  from  Rome  to  Vibo.  Now  the  distance  from  Rome  to 
Vibo  would  not  he  less  than  HI')  Roman  miles  direct,  3S5  by 
road ;  nor  from  Vibo  to  Brmidisium  less  than  210  direct,  230 
by  road.  Both  together  could  not  have  been  less  than  621 
by  road  :  and  both  conld  not  have  been  travelled  on  foot  in 
leas  than  31  days,  at  the  rate  of  20  miles  a  day;  nor  in  a 
Cftrriagc  of  any  kind  in  less  than  half  the  time,  at  the  rate  of 

miles  H  day.  It  is  certain  too  tlmt  he  umnt  have  stopped 
a  lon^r  or  a  shorter  time  at  different  places  on  the  road  ; 
and  some  communication  with  the  prxtor  of  Sicily  would  be 
neoemary  eren  at  Viho,  before  he  changed  his  plana.  It  ap- 
pears Jrom  a  letter  to  Atticns<^  that  he  was  nt  Thurii  (on  his 
■wav  from  Vibo)  Wii  Idas  Apriles,  April  6  Roman  April  30 
:  and  from  anotlicr  *),  dated  two  davs  later,  that  he  wai 


*  The  above  ullunon  proliably  belongs  to  the  montb  of  April.  At  leut 
be  wu  Bl  'iniurii.  on  llie  road  to  Brundisitim,  before  viii  Idus  Apriln, 
April  6  Roman,  Apnl  30  Julian  :    Ad  Auicuui,  Iii.  q. 


■(14:)  19:  Ad  PwniUaree,  sl«.  4  T«- 
renticU&ori:  Oratio  xui,  Pro  Plan- 
bo.  41  •  >oo. 

*iii.A.  '  Ibid.  7;  A  9. 


t  Ontio  xzxi,  Pro  Pbndo,  4'.  9'- 

>  IbkL  40,  96. 

*  ii.  6.    Cf.  il.  8 1  i. 

'  UL  «.  *  Ibid.  1. 
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In  Oris  Liicauiii  vi  1*1.  Apriles,  April  8  Romnn  Afay  2  JuUi 
Now  Tliurii  waa  125  Komau  miles  direct  from  nrundisium^ 
141  or  145  by  road ;  niid  if  Cicero  was  there  April  G  wd  at 
Brundisium  April  17,  it  nmst  )iare  taken  liim  eleven  days  to 
perform  tlmt  part  of  liis  jouniey,  at  the  rate  of  thirteen  miles  n 
day:  which  is  probnbly  explained  by  tlie  fact  that  this  part 
of  his  jouriiny  [through  Lucanin'")  was  made  on  foot.  For 
the  preceding  part  of  the  journey  (621—142  miles  =  479)  in. 
eluding  the  length  of  the  stay  at  Vibo,  whatsoever  it  was,  wc 
must  allow  the  difference  of  2B  and  11  days,  i-e.  17  day» ; 
between  the  departure  from  Home  March  20  Roman,  aud 
the  nrrival  at  Thin-ii  April  0:  and  that  is  at  the  rate  of  28 
milea  a  day  at  least. 

By  the  arrival  at  Bnindisium  Cicero  no  doubt  meant  his 
srrivjil  at  the  house  of  his  friend  M.  Lcnius  Klaccus'";  for 
there  is  a  letter  extant  to  Tcrentiai  lit  which  he  tells  her  Nos 
Brunclisli  apud  M  La-ntum  Flaccnmdies  xiii  fuimus:  and  the 
letter  to  Atticus,  before  referred  to^  which  announced  hi* 
arrival  at  Bruudisium  on  the  xiv  Raleudas  Alaii^  is  dated 
Pridic  KaltndiLH  Maii,  jii.st  twelve  days  later  than  the  date  of 
the  arrival ;  and  as  it  appears  irnm  the  ne.\t  to  Atticuai  just 
as  he  was  leaving  Brundisium  again.  Tercntia's  letter  too  is 
dated  Pridie  Knleudas  Maii  and  at  Brundisium  ;  yet  a  date 
occurs  in  it,  Brundiaio  profccti  sumus  a.  d.  v  Kalendas  Maii : 
per  Maccdoniam  Cyzicum  petebauius :  which  is  not  consistent 
with  the  d&te8  contained  hi  the  letters  to  .Atticus.  If  the 
date  at  tlie  end  of  the  letter  to  Terentia  is  genuine ;  wo  must 
suppose  that  the  letter  was  begun  before  the  departure  from 
Brundisium,  but  completed  and  sent  on  the  way  to  Thessa- 
lonica.  The  other,  v  Kalendas  Maii,  which  occurs  iu  it  is  pro- 
bably in  error  for  r  Nonas  Mali.  The  v  Nonas  Maii  May  3 
Homan  would  be  May  2G  Julian  j  aud  that  was  the  Luna  4*», 
B.C.  5S.  Auotliei-  statement  occurs  in  the  same  letter  to 
Terentia  from  which  we  may  infer  that  his  departure  from 
Brundisium  at  last  was  hastened  from  some  regani  to  the 
weather  :  Nunc  miser  ijuomwlo  tuns  jam  Utteras  acciplam* 
quis  ad  mc  perfcrct?  quas  ego  exspectitssern  Brundiaii,  si 
essct  licitum  per  nautas,  qui  tcmpc«itatcra  prtetermittere  uo- 


•  nutaic'i.  Cicfpo,  xixi.  ixiit 
'  Oratio  KXxi,  Pro  VUacut,  41, 


(  Ad  KunQure*!  >■•'.  4. 
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»  Ui.  7. 


•  Ibid.  8. 
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luenint.  Cicero  bad  an  objection,  ns  wo  shall  aee  liereftfter, 
to  put  to  sea  before  the  new  moon.  Sotiio  correction  it  is 
evident  is  necessary  to  rctcQiifiilc  ihmc  dates  in  the  letter  to 
Terentia  witli  tliosc  in  the  letters  to  Atticus.  If  Cicero  or- 
riveA  at  Brundisium  on  April  17  Romau,  and  was  thirteen 
days  there  with  his  friend  Lenius,  he  could  not  have  left  it 
again  before  April  29  ut  the  earliest.  He  was  not  goue  when 
he  wrote  to  Atticus  on  April  ^l> ;  hut  he  wns  going  at  that 
time^  as  appearn  from  the  next  letter.  It  is  most  probable 
therefore  that  lit  actually  set  out  on  May  3,  (May  3fi  Julian;) 
which  was  as  favourahle  a  time  of  the  moon  as  any  uhich 
conld  liare  been  selected  *. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  year,  after  this  departure,  wag 
passed  at  Thessaluuica  iu  the  huuau  of  hi»  liieud  I'lancius''. 
He  arrived  there  ou  the  %  Kalendas  Jutiii,  June  lo ;  and  his 
first  letter  from  that  quarter  is  dated  iv  Kalendas  Junias',  nix 
days  Inter,  June  21 ;  tin:  last  iK^fore  liia  return  to  Fiyrrachium  t 
Kalcndas  Novcmhres'",  Nov.  16  the  same  year.  The  first 
Actually  seat  fi-om  Dyrrhachium  was  on  the  ri  Kal.  Dccem- 
bres",  Dec.  It,  begun  iitTlies»alonica  but  fiuiBhed  at  Dyrrha- 
chium: and  another  of  the  same  date  to  Terentia'*. 


ii.  (ht  the  date  of  the  relum  qf  Cicero. 
We  do  not  think  it  ncccsMary  to  trace  the  chronology  of 
the  letters  written  in  the  course  of  IJ.  C.  SH  or  ri?,  between 
the  date  of  this  first  from  Dyrrhachium  and  the  time  of  the 
return ;  but  we  shall  pass  at  once  to  the  coDsidcration  of  the 
date  of  tlic  return. 

*  Plutarch.  Vita  xxzii,  stiys  that  when  he  flmt  put  o^  from  nnindittium 
to  make  the  p^wKS)^  to  I>yrrbarhiuni,  he  w»k  drhei)  bB(.-k  l>y  iidvcrsfl 
windx  i  am)  eet  hiuI  Bffiiiii  uutl  mode  the  jtu^HO^e  sjtfely  aoiue  time  after. 
Poisibly  thi^  may  txptain  the  difTcrence  of  AaXt*  in  qiieKliotl ;  if  t]ie  finC 
attempt  at  the  paiwagt  was  made  v  Kal.  Maiiis,  April  36  Koinaii,  Mayao 
Julian.  B«  it  is  in  the  tetter  toTcrentia,  and  Gc«ro  u-u  driven  back  again 
that  day.  nnd  did  ctol  n-})ent  the  atlrnipt  until  Pridi«  Kal.  .Mhibx,  (wlirii  fan 
wruu-  both  to  Auiciu  aud  tu  Teruntiu,)  01  tLe  next  day. 


k  Onib  sxxL  4t,  98-too. 

I  Ad  Atti<i.  iiL  8. 

n  Iliiil.  zi.  Cf.  tu.  19.  xri  KaL 
Oct.  October  51  90  U  Nvn.  0<^. 
Octobar  33 1  Ad  Fan.  xn.  t  TcrcntiM, 


iii  Noil.  Oct.  October  14:  AliildU.'toa, 
i.388. 

a  Ad  AUic  Iu,  tl. 

"  Ad  Faiit.  xiv.  t.  Cf.  3 ;  PriH.  Kal. 
Dm.  Dm.  18:  ilw  Mtddlrton,  r.39& 
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We  must  however  begin  with  biinging  together  and  com- 
pnring  the  statements  wliicU  have  been  left  on  record  respect- 
ing the  durntioD  of  Cicero's  expatriation.  K<n7;(i  bi  KuiprnVt 
anys  PIntarch  P,  iKitaiheiciTtp  finvl  titra  rifv  <^yi}v.  Appinn  baa 
the  same  statement 'i,  probabk  after  Plutarch  :  'EicKaiitKinf 
tidXitrra  fjirjvl  jijt  i^Kfwxfins.  But  Dio  docs  not  rciicat  it'. 
V'^elleius  Paterculiu  brings  him  back  in  general  term*  iHtra 
Mennium '. 

We  Imvc  done  cnongh  already  to  satisfy  the  reader  that 
Plutarch's  statement  must  be  in  error.  The  date  of  Cicero's 
recall  from  banishment  is  kuown ;  Pridie  Nonas  Scxtilea, 
D.C.  697  :  and  though  that  should  be  understood  of  the  very 
last  day  of  the  IGth  month  of  his  banishment,  still  it  would 
follow  (torn  it  that  he  could  not  have  beeu  banished  earlier 
than  Priiliu  Nonas  Aprilcs  V,C.  090.  Yet  wo  hare  had  it 
under  Uis  own  liiiud  that  he  was  nireiuly  at  Thurii,  on  his  way 
to  llruudisium,  having  previously  been  toVibo,  and  tmvelled 
479  llomiui  miles  fi-om  Rome,  only  two  days  later  than 
Pridie  Nonas  Apriles  U,  C.  G9G ;  vix.  viii  Idas  Apriles,  or 
April  0. 

The  truth  is  it  might  hare  been  correct  to  say  that  Cicero 
returned  'EtrraKaifttKanf  ftTji  I :  but  not  so  to  say  that  he  re- 
tnntod  'F.KKaiAti^Arif  fii}ui.  For  if  he  left  Rome  on  the  xiii  Kal. 
Aprilcs  March  20  Itomnn  U.  C.  696  April  13  U.  C.  58,  and 
was  recalled  PriiUe  Nonas  Sextilcs  Scxtitis  -1  U.O.  GOT  Au- 
gust 15  B.C.  57, he  had  been  IG  months  in  banishiucut  com- 
plete on  the  xiii  Kal.  Sextilos,  Qiiinctilis  20  U.C.  G97,  and 
IC  months  15  days  on  the  day  of  his  recall,  ScKtiUs  4  the 
same  year. 

Ileditus  vcro  mens,  says  he  himself  of  this  recall*,  qui 
fuerit  qnis  ignorat?  quemndmodum  mihi  advcnienti  tam- 
quam  totius  Italia:  atijue  il)t^iub  patriie  dcxturam  iK)rn>xerint 
Dmndisini?  cum  ipsis  Nonis  Scxtilibus  (August  IG)  idem 
dies  adrcutus  mei  fuisset  rcdituaquc,  nntalia  idem  karisnimB 
filiic  quam  ex  grarisAimo  turn  primuni  dcsidcrio  luctuque 
conspcxi :  idem  ctiam  ipsius  colonic  Urundisiute :  idemque 
Salntis :  cumque  me  domus  eadera  optimorum  et  doctissimo- 


P  Cieera,  xxxiii:  cT.  PoiDMiiu,xlu. 

1  B.  tX  u.  i6. 

•  am.  6-9.    Cf.  livy,  ot. 


•  "■  45- 
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rum  virorum  Lenii  Flacci  et  patris  et  fratrts  ejus  ketissimH 
accepissct  qmv  pruximo  aniiu  miErenB  reccperut — Pridie  No- 
uas  Scxtiles  Dyrrhachio  sum  profectus,  ipso  illo  die  quo  lex 
eat  lata  dc  iiobisi^  (Aii^uHt  15*] — Ilrimdisiuiu  vcni  Nonis 
Sextilibus"  (August  16,  one  day's  sail] :  ibi  mihi  Tulliola 
mea  fuit  prsesto  uatidi  sue  ipso  die,  qui  cnsu  idem  uataUs 
ent  ct  Bruudisiuaf  colouio;  ec  tux  vlcIuw  Salutis"  t :  ^o^  re*. 
lie  continues,  animadvcrsa  a  multitudiue  summa  Bruudisino- 
rum  grutulatione  cclebrata  est.  ante  diem  sextum  Idua 
Seitiles  [August  19,  only  four  days  after  tlie  passing  of  the 
law  nt  Rome,  a  rcmnrkablo  instance  of  despatch)  cognon 
cum  Bruudisii  essem  littetis  Quinti  fratria... legem  comitiis 
oenturiatis  ensu  pcrlaUm:  aud  so  ou  to  Phdie  Nonas  Sep- 
tembres,  Sept.  13,  and  the  next  day,  Se^jt.  14,  when  he  made 
his  first  apiicarance  again  in  the  senate,  aud  returned  them 
thanks". 

iii.   On  the  chronology  of  the  remainder  of  U.  C.  697 
a.  C.  57. 

We  shall  conclude  our  obserTationa  on  the  chronology  of 
this  year  in  general  Trith  one  or  two  remarks  more. 

i.  The  omtioii  Pro  Donio  or  Apud  PoiitificoB  ivns  delivered 
this  year,  ns  he  himsclt'  informs  us*,  Pridic  Knleiidas  Octo- 
bres,  October  8.  This  was  not  a  Nundinal  day.  The  pro- 
ceedings which  RTosc  out  of  the  decision  of  the  pontiffs  ex- 
tended to  Poetridie  Kaleudas  Octobres,  October  10;  before  it 
could  take  cQ'ect. 

ii.  As  there  were  at  this  time  almost  every  year  the  most 
violent  contentions  of  parties  relating  to  the  different  comitia 
or  elections ;  so  hi  this  year  more  [)nrticularlyj  Clodiua  being 
a  candidate  for  the  JKdileship,  it  waa  an  object  with  the 

*  It  n  wortliy  of  Kjnarkihaliliis  dsywat  tlie  Luiu  ;';  the  moon  being 
n«Kr  Aii{[uat  i}. 

t  He  eays  this  bccuuBu  llie  JRdtn  Salutis  whs  hook  Limo  or  vlhcr  ilnli* 
caled  on  that  day  In  Mont«  Qutrinali,  where  Atiict»'  house  in  Rome  also 
ms  situated . 

tt  Ad  Atlinun.  Ir.  i.    d.  PliitordL,         "  Ontlu  xxvlU.     Cf.  ii,  jt, 
UiccKi,  xxxiii.     Cr.  Orslio  ui-iti.  ii,  *  A>l  Alticum, iv.  ■.    ('f  Midiiluton, 

S7,  Poift  Reditam  :    xm.  Yra  Domo,      ii.  10-31. 
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friends  of  CScero,  cspccinlly  Milo,  to  prevent  the  holding  of 
his  comitia  b,v  every  menns  iu  tlieir  power*.  lu  the  course 
of  that  letter  to  Atticu»y,  in  wliich  every  day^s  proceedings 
from  xii  Kal.  Dec.  to  viii  Kal.  l>ec.  we  found  recorded,  he 
ohsei-VLrg  of  the  lit'st  day:  Hicc  tamcn  sutumn:  nisi  MJo 
lit  i;!iin[>uin  ohnuiitiassi^t.  coiuitin  futurn  (fuissc)  :  ante  diem 
xii  Kal.  DecembriH  Milo  media  uocte  cum  mit^m  nianu  in 
cAmpum  vcnil...MiIo  ijcrnmiiait  nd  meridiem.  This  was 
Kov.  27.  The  TOOon  was  new  Nov.  5 :  cousctiucntly  Nov.  27 
at  midnight  it  was  32  days  old  complete,  and  would  be  rising 
at  midnightt.  The  next  day  too,  xi  Kal.  Dee.  Not.  28,  Milo 
again  preoccupied  llie  couiitiuiu  l>e  Noele  :  aud  there  would 
be  moonlight  eoou  ufler  tnidnighton  the  morning  of  that  dajr 
also. 

iii.  There  liad  been  a  scarcity  in  the  ycftr  of  Cicero's  re- 
turn, B.C.  37;  on  ncconnt  of  wliich  the  Res  ftumentaria  in 
toto  orhc  tcrrnrum,  for  the  benefit  of  the  republic,  had  been 
committed  to  Pompey  In  quinquennium'  ;  and  Cicero's  bro- 
ther Quiotu4  had  been  appoiutetl  one  of  Ills  leigates,  aud  was 
now  gone  or  going  iu  that  eapadty  to  Sardinia.  In  tho 
month  of  December  Roman  tbia  year  Cicero  writes  to  him 
as  follows':  Fuc  si  me  iimas  ul  considerate  diligcnterque 
naviges  dc  niense  Dcccmbri.  The  Roman  December  tlua 
year  began  December  8.  In  a  letter  of  xv  KnWudas  Martias 
(containing  a  variety  of  other  dates  aUo)  he  again  writes  to 
him^:  Curu  mi  frater  ut  valeao  ;  et  quamquam  est  hiems 
tamen  Sardiuiam  isttim  esse  cogita.     The  xv   Kal.  Martiaa 


a 


"  'i'hey  were  »flii«lly  dcluyed  lUl  tito  fa<\  of  January  ItomM  U.  C.  698, 
Jan.  3;,  B.C.  fj6.  Cf.  Ad  (iuintuni  Fran.  11.  3.  and  Dio,  x\x\x.  17.  tti.  it). 

t  'llie  year  lirrore,  whi-n  llie  qurjition  of  Cicero's  reviH  was  uoder  dis* 
cussitm  St  Kom«,  it  upiwar*  from  Oialto  xxxii.  Yra  Sextio,  35,  jg,  that  on 
the  viii  Kal.  Feb.  U.C.  ("197  Feb,  8  B.  C.  5;  Q.  Fulmdus.  a  fmnd  of 
Cicvm's.  'IVtnphiTn  arKjiiaiilo  ariLe  liicrm  orciipaviu  The  Other  psrty  hod 
occupieii  llic  Foruui  Mulu  de  Ductc.    Cf.  alec,  35.  78.    Pluiarch. 


xxxHi. 


Cicero, 


Tbb  iin|>li«  n  itttr  mncm,  if  any  at  nil.    B.  C.  57  Ibe  tcooo  ns  new  Jm. 
14 ;  and  Feb.  tl  w.i»  3^  dajt  old  comiilctc. 


■  Div,  3IX2U.  9.  14.  Ijry,  nv.  Ad 
Atiirum,  iv,  i  i  cf,  1.  i'liiUn-ti,  Pom. 
pans,  xltx.  I. 


•  Ad  Qninluin  Fnir.  i\.  i~j. 
A4  Kara  i.  n. 

*■  Ad  Quinlam  Pnl.  li  3. 


CC 
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TJ.C.  698  Feb.  15  Roman  corresponded  to  Feb.  18  Julian: 
and  it  might  well  be  said  it  was  stiU  in  the  winter  at  that 
time. 

It  is  to  be  observed  however  that  tbough  this  letter  is 
dated  at  the  end  xv  Kal.  Martias  yet  in  the  course  of  it  and 
not  long  before  the  end  Pridie  Idus  occurs  (Pridie  Idus  hsec 
scripai  ante  lucem);  which  would  seem  to  date  it  Feb.  13 
Roman.  For  this  reason  the  date  at  the  end  has  been  sus- 
pected. But  it  is  not  unusual  for  Cicero's  letters  to  have 
been  written  on  one  day  and  to  have  been  dated  at  last  on 
another* ;  or  (what  is  just  the  same)  to  have  been  kept  open, 
after  they  had  been  written  wholly  or  in  part,  a  day  or  two 
before  they  were  sent  to  their  destination.  This  might  have 
been  the  case  with  the  present  letter ;  viz.  that  it  was  sent 
two  days  after  it  was  written.  U.  C.  698  B.  C.  56  being  a 
year  of  355  days  would  have  both  a  xvi  Kal.  Martias  and  a 
XV  Kalendas  Martias. 

Section  IX. — Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  vii.  9. 355  days. 


U.  C.  698  Van-.  697  Cap.  695  Polyb.  B.  C.  56. 


Cn.  Coroelius  Lentulua  Marcellinus 
L.  Marcius  Philippua. 


Kalendte  Januanse  Jan.  6  B.  C.  56.  Nuodinal  Char.  3. 


The  Nundinal  character  of  December  U.  C.  697  B.  C.  57 
being  known ;  and  more  than  one  Roman  date  in  terms  of 
the  Julian  c^endar  this  year  being  known ;  the  length  of  the 
year  being  known;  the  Kalends  of  U.  C.  698  and  the  Nun- 
dinal character  of  the  year  are  known.  The  whole  of  this 
next  year  therefore  is  as  good  as  known;  and  but  for  the 
plan  which  we  laid  down  at  the  beginning  of  our  considera- 
tion of  this  last  period  of  the  Irregular  calendar,  (that  of 
adducing  something  in  illustration  and  confirmation  of  almost 
every  year  in  it,)  we  might  safely  dismiss  it  without  any  fur- 
ther remarks. 

*  See  a  dear  case  of  that  kind,  Ad  Q.  Fiatrein,  iu.  i :  a  letter  which  ex- 
tenda  over  a  great  many  daya. 
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i.  On  the  ComUial  choractera  of  Jantuay  and  Febnuay . 
U.  C.  G^ :  and  on  the  Comitia  of  tki*  year. 

Three  lettern  of  Cicero  an  Gxtant^  addressed  to  P.  Lentulns 
one  of  tliG  oonftolB  of  the  year  of  his  return,  And  now  pnH 
coDBtil  of  Ciltaa,  which  wrrc  written  at  the  iKfrinninj^  of  this 
year,  and  probably  on  three  consecutive  days ;  and  all  three 
relnte  maiiily  to  one  subject,  that  of  the  restomtion  of 
Ptolemy  AiJetca,  the  father  of  Cleopatra,  who  for  fear  of 
hii  subjects  the  Kgyptiana  had  quitted  Kg^pt  and  come  to 
liotne. 

The  first  was  written  on  the  Ides  of  January :  H»c  Idibns 
mane  scripsic:  the  second  the  day  after:  Hiec  scripsi  a-d. 
XTi  Kftlendas  Pebr.  ante  lucemd :  the  third  was  most  pro- 
bably written  the  day  after  the  second,  xv  Kal.  Febr.«:  ainoe 
it  ^vcs  an  account  of  what  had  been  done  iu  the  senate  on 
the  xvi  Kal.  Fcbr.«  and  it  is  itself  taken  up  by  a  letter  to 
Quintus^,  dated  xiv  Kal.  Fcbr. 

It  appears  from  both  these  letters  that  after  the  xri  KaL 
Fcbruarias  there  could  be  no  more  meetings  of  the  senate  for 
the  rest  of  the  month :  Senatns  haberi  ante  Knlendaa  Pebr. 
per  legem  Pupiam  id  quod  scis  non  potest  k — Consecoti  sunt 
dies  comitiatcs,  per  quos  senatus  haberi  non  poterat  ^.  From 
the  collation  of  these  passages  it  follows  that  the  Lex  Pupia 
must  have  prohibited  the  uiuetiug  of  the  senate  on  comitJal 
days,  at  least  in  the  month  of  .Juniiarius ;  and  we  learn  from 
them  also  that  as  the  Fasti  stood  at  this  time  all  the  days  in 
this  month,  from  the  xv  Kal.  Fcbruarias  to  the  end,  were 
com  i  tin! . 

In  the  extant  remains  of  the  Juliaa  calendar',  all  the  days 
in  January  from  the  xviii  Kal.  (the  date  of  the  Carmentalia) 
exclusive  are  marked  as  comitlal :  two  only  excepted,  the  29 
and  the  30th,  the  former  of  which  was  F  (Faatus),  the  latter 
was  N  P  {Ncfastus  ex  Parte).  Now  these  were  the  two  days 
which  Ciesar  introduced  into  this  month,  in  order  to  add  to 
its  length.  Consequently  they  made  no  part  of  it  at  this 
time.     And  the  Carmentalia  being  always  the  day  bat  one 


*  All  Fun.  i. 

•  ltud.4. 
Mi.  I. 


*  IbU.1. 


Ad  F&u.  i.  3. 

Ad  autat  Fr.  Ji.  >. 

Maffun.  Pntnwtinc. 
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ftftcr  the  Ides,  Januar}'  15,  the  reckoninf;  of  comitinl  dny^ 
even  in  the  old  caleudar  could  not  have  begun  from  an 
enrlierdatu  thnn  xv  Kal.  Kubruarias  January  U>;  from  which 
it  appoirs  to  have  actually  begun  at  this  time. 

In  like  manner,  wc  collect  from  n  letter  to  Quintus'', 
written  B.C.  5-t,  that  as  the  Fasti  then  too  stood  Bevcral 
oomitial  days  in  aucccwion  follow^  the  Quirinalta  February 
17:  and  in  the  extant  remains  of  the  Julian  calendar'  there 
are  thrte  inch  one  after  another,  Februiiry  IB,  19,  and  20. 
In  like  manner  too,  by  comparing  the  Epistles  ad  Atticum" 
with  the  Oratiouii",  vrc  niiiy  infer  tlmt  U.C.  GUT  in  the  year 
of  Cicero's  return  tbere  were  five  comitial  days  before  or 
after  Nonas  Sextiles,  Sextilis  5.  Two  appear  in  all  these 
fragments  before  the  Xoncs,  Sextiti«  3  and  4.  A  third  in 
the  Capranic  on  the  Kones,  which  in  the  Maftfcan  and 
Amiternine  Ih  F,  and  iu  the  Autiatiue  is  K  P.  Two  appear 
nfler  the  Nouea,  the  7  and  8th  of  the  month,  marked  C  in 
all;  and  the  Postridie  Nonas,  Sextilis  G,  is  Tastua  in  the 
Maflfean  (^pranic  and  Amiternine,  and  N  P  in  the  Antiatinc. 

The  Comitia  j'Kdilitia,  so  lung  retarded  U.C.  697,  were 
held  at  last  this  year  on  the  xi  Kal.  Jan.  January  20  Romano 
U.C.  098,  January  25  U.C.  56 j  the  day  after  a  Nundinal 
day,  January  19  Iloman.  And  we  may  presume  it  could  not 
Itare  been  long  alter  tliis  election  before  Milu  was  indicted 
by  Ctodius  and  the  Tribune  Cato,  for  his  conduct  in  ob- 
structing the  comitia  the  year  before.  He  appeared  to 
answer  that  charge  first  on  the  iv  Nonas  Fcbruarias  i"-  On 
the  viii  Idus  he  appeared  again ;  mid  Pompey  then  again 
spoke  iu  his  behalf^ :  and  from  the  reception  which  he  ex- 
portenced  n<e  may  probably  infer  that  there  must  have  been 
a  greater  attendance  of  people  at  the  time  than  usual;  which 
would  be  explained  in  some  niuasnrc  by  the  fact  that  the  day 
was  Nundinal :  as  our  calendar  shews  it  to  have  been. 

Cicero's  speech  Pro  P.  Sextio  also  was  delivered  this  year, 
Pridie  Idus  ^fartins'.  The  action  against  him  was  entered 
iv  Idus  (Februarias^).  It  was  not  a  Nundinal  day.  March 
10  Roman  was  Nundinal,  but  not  March  14.    Sextius  was 


k  ii.  1 3.        )  MsflTiusn.  PnenMtine. 
B  iv.  I. 

o  ixxi).  Pro  P.  Rrxtio,6i,  iij). 
«  Ad  QuintiuD  Fntr.  U.  a. 


P  IbUI.  ii.3.  Cr.  Did,  xxxlx.  i8. 
«  Ibii).    Cf.  Ad  t'un.  1.  £■ 
r  Ad  liuml.  iL  4.    Cf.  3. 
*  Ibid.  H.  3. 
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acqaitted.  This  year  however  is  uoat  remarkable  for  a 
coitlitioQ  between  Crasaua  and  Fompev,  as  Plutarch  implies 
with  the  coauivaticc  of  CsDsar  also ' ;  the  object  of  which  was 
to  get  thcniN<?1vcs  elected  consulH  Hgitlnst  tlie  next  year.  Fur 
thia  purpose,  with  the  assiatancc  of  the  seditious  Tribune  C 
Cato,  they  took  their  racnsures  so  effcctunlly  to  prevent  the 
rcf^lar  hohlingof  any  coi^^tia"  that  even  on  the  Inst  day  of 
the  year  no  cousuls  had  yet  been  appointed,  'AAAa  JiHovToc 
Qvrto  M^ii ».  The  last  day  of  U,  C.  6fl8  waa  December  26 
B.  C.  5(i. 

They  were  nominated  at  last  'Ck  fitaofiamKelas* ;  {.  e.  Per 
Interregnum;  but  how  soon  after  the  beginningof  (he  year 
docs  not  appear.  It  may  however  be  collected  from  Plo- 
tarchT  that  on  the  day  of  their  election  the  uomings  were 
dark :  and  the  Ramu  story  of  the  perseverance  of  L.  Douiitius, 
Cato's  brother-in-law,  one  of  their  competitors^  to  the  very 
last  day  of  the  contest,  an(t  of  the  violence  by  which  he  was 
driven  from  the  Campus  only  on  the  morning  of  the  election, 
is  related  by  Dio  and  Appian"  too. 

The  moon  was  new  December  23  B.  C.  5R,  four  days  be- 
fore the  Kalends  of  Januarj-,  December  27.  The  Brat  Inter- 
regnum would  extend  from  January  1  Roman  to  January  6  j 
December  27  B.  Cad  to  January  1  B.  C.  55  :  and  any  time 
io  that  interval  the  morniugis  would  be  dark.  And  the  cha- 
racter of  the  year  being  8.  none  of  these  days  in  particulop 
would  be  Nundinal. 

The  proceedings  of  these  Triumvirs,  Crassus,  Pompey,  and 
Cit'sar,  accuui))Huied  with  so  uiueli  seditiou  and  disorder,  had 
doubtless  begun  before  the  ubuhI  time  of  the  comitia  U.  C 
098 :  and  as  the  motives  by  which  they  were  actuated,  and 
the  iiual  end  to  which  those  measures  of  theirs  were  directed, 
were  oli\-iou9,  the  senate,  wc  are  told,  from  the  very  commence- 
ment of  these  disturbances  veslem  mutavU* — a  thing  never 
done  except  in  times  of  the  greatest  uneasiness  and  appre- 
hension.    And  they  kept   up  this   appeai'aucc  of  a  public 


I  Cmo  Mui.  zli.    Ct.  VeU.  Pat.  ii. 


4^ 

«  Dio,  x\%it.  {i6)i  34^,io. 

ntiu,  Juliiii  Cks.  uiT.  u 
*  INn,  ixiis.  30,         , 


Mt, 


»  Ibid.31.  Cf.  sy. 

T  C*to  illtD.  xli :   xlii.    PMoptaBi^ 

lii.  Cmmi*,  iW.  XT.     C«nw,  xxi. 

I  Dio,  xxxix.  31.    Af  |<ian.  IK  C.  U. 

'7- 
•  Ii*y,  cr.    Dio,  xxux.  18. 
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mooming,  or  Jtutitium,  to  the  end  of  the  year :  Ou  fi^vrot 
froTt  T^w  itrffqro  iXfT7ifi7iC(r)^ovro,  ovre  is  ras  Ttamjyvpets  i<f>o(T<av, 
oix  ip  Ttf  Katitriaklta  ttj  tov  Atos  eoprfj  tlaTida6T]<rav,  ovk  (Tti  ras 
^vox^s  '■fl*  AarCvas,  itvrfpov  Tore  vit6  rii/os  ovk  dpdias  vpa^Biv- 
TOi  TtotavpAva^  *,   h  rh  ^  kk^avov  iipCKoirro  *>,  k  ,  r.  A. 

There  would  be  a  Fariety  of  Uavrry^pfK,  in  the  re^ar 
course  of  thingSj  in  the  latter  half  of  the  Roman  year; 
especially  the  Ludi  Romaui  and  the  Ludi  in  Circo,  in 
September,  and  the  Ludi  Victoriae,  in  October ;  and  the  Ludi 
Plebeii  in  Norember.  That  the  Ludi  in  September  in  par- 
ticular must  have  been  meant  may  be  inferred  from  the  allu- 
sion to  the  Epulum  Jovis  in  Capitolio.  It  appears  from  Dio 
himself  <=  that  there  was  such  an  Epulum  and  in  the  Capitol 
at  the  Ludi  Bomani ;  and  we  may  infer  from  the  fragments 
of  the  Julian  calendar  that  its  stated  date  was  the  Ides  of 
September  dj  the  day  on  which  the  Capitol  itself  had  been 
originally  dedicated.  There  was  also  an  Epulum  on  the  Ides 
of  November ;  but  not  an  Epulum  Jovis  in  particular ;  nor 
in  fact  an  Epulum  of  stated  occurrence,  but  Indictivum  : 
held  on  that  day  in  November^  when  held  at  all,  but  not 
necessarily  every  year. 

As  to  the  instauration  of  the  Ferise  Latinse  this  year,  we 
collected  from  Cicero  ^  that  they  were  first  celebrated  about 
April  1-3  Roman.  We  collected  also  that  they  were  some 
time  or  other  the  same  year  renewed.  But  Dio  only  directs 
us  to  the  time  when;  viz.  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  after 
September  13  Roman,  the  Epulum  Jovis  in  Capitolio,  at 
least. 

*  Cf.  Cic«ro,  Ad  Qu'intum  Fratrem  n.  6 :  4.  which  s^ms  to  date  tlie  in- 
rtaiiratiuD  of  the  Latinse  Boon  after  the  viii  Idus  Apriles.  If  bo,  the 
coeUUon  in  question  was  probably  concluded  early  in  the  year :  one  mo- 
tive to  it  was  Fompey'a  treatment  in  public,  on  the  viii  Id.  Feb.  (ii.  3) 
when  he  appeared  to  Bpeak  in  behalf  of  Milo.  In  fact  from  Ad  Fam.  i.  9. 
we  may  infer  that  it  was  entered  into  in  the  month  of  May  Roman.  And 
Dio  appears  to  place  this  instauration  after  the  Epulum  Joris  the  same 
year ;  which  would  be  after  September  13  Roman  ;  and  probably  that  was 
the  truth  of  the  case. 

^  EKo,  zxxix.  30.  Cf.  xl.  ^(t.  (I  Capnnic,  and  Antiatine. 

c  Ibid,  ilviiL  5a.  50.  B.  C.  37.  '  Supra,  p.  16. 
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V.  C.  699  Virr.  698  U]).  696  Polyb.  U.  a  56-55. 


Cn.  PompeiuH  Magniu  il 
M.  Liriniua  Crassiu  ii. 


KnlrnilR!  JaDtiaria;  OeciMnber  a^  B.  C.  56.    Nuudiaa)  Clur.  8. 


A  5'figineiit  of  the  Actn  Duimn  for  this  ye«r  also,  Ca. 
Pompeio  Mag.  ii  M.  Liciuio  Crasso  u  Coss.,  is  extant  F: 
Kal.  Mtiii  Coss.  iu  Oitllimu  profecti  nd  C.  Ciesarem :  which 
ascertains  a  meeting  of  PotDpey  Cnissus  and  Ciesar  after  the 
Knlcnils  of  May  this  year. 

This  must  not  lie  confoimtlrd  with  the  meeting  of  C»sar 
and  Crnssns  at  nftrcmia,  or  that  of  Ocsar  and  Pompey  at 
Luca,  tlie  year  heforc  >>.  It  may  be  collected  from  Cicero ' 
that  the  date  of  tliis  latter  meeting  nas  later  than  the  Nones 
of  April  U.  C.  098,  April  8  B.C.  50,  at  least;  before  whiuh 
day  Poinpcy  himself  had  nut  yet  Icfl  Rome  to  goto  Sardinia: 
on  which  occasion  it  was  that  he  had  this  interview  with 
Cffisnr  at  Luca  ^. 

With  regard  to  the  meeting  of  U.  C.  699  B.C.  55,  the 
Kalends  of  May  that  year  fell  on  April  22.  If  the  consuls 
set  out  from  Rome  on  this  day,  the  meeting  would  take  place 
early  iu  May.  Caaar's  fourth  year  in  Gaul  began  U.  C.  55  >; 
and  he  repaired  to  liiti  head  quarters  that  year  Maturius 
qunm  consucrat™:  yet,  as  that  could  not  have  been  before 
this  raectiug  was  over  at  Ifnet,  wc  may  infer  from  these  facta 
that  his  usual  time  of  taking  the  field  in  these  Gallic  cam> 
paigns  WAS  not  earlier  than  the  month  of  June ;  a  couclusiou 
confirmed  by  every  thing  discoverable  in  his  own  accounts, 
aud  calculated  to  throw  aay  light  upon  the  chronology  of 
his  proceedings. 


K  Dodwcll,  I>iMerUtionei  CaidiIctU- 

*  SurUiniiia,  Jullui  Cx*.  xiir.  i. 
PlaUrt-b.  C'r««!i»,  rir.  rowpctsf,  Ii. 
Cvmr,  xxi.  C'ato  Min.  x\i. 

■  AJ  Fain.  L  9.  Tn  l^i-nluln*,  «rTil> 
Iro  B.C.; 4.  iu  111*  contuUr  y«»r  of 


Appiiu  CUsdiut  Polcticr.  Cf.  ail  An. 

k  (T.  C««.  I)r  llclla  Ual).  ii.  j;  :  nL 
1-7.  Plulardi.  C»wr.  rxl.  Conip*- 
nUo  NiriK  ct  Lnui.'iv,  t:i<wra,  Ont. 
sxsv.  10,  15  I  ti.  16. 

)  tlo  BcUaGalLiv.  I. 

"  IbiiJ.  iv.  6. 
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I  We  sliall  have  ocmsion  to  resaine  the  consideration  of  this 
Tear,  nlong  with  tlmt  of  B.  C.  54  nnd  B.  C.  63.  We  will  further 
obgCTTC  upon  it  fit  prrscnt  only  that  it  ia  the  first  of  two 
years  which  the  necessity  of  the  case  at  this  period  of  the  ad- 
ministration  of  the  irrcf^ular  caleiular  requires  to  cousiat  of 
354  days.  It  appears  both  from  our  (ieneral  Lunar  Calendar, 
and  from  the  eclipses  noted  in  Piiigre,  tliat  the  lunar  charac- 
ter of  these  five  Tlonian  years,  II.  C.  69t  B.  C.  GO,  U.  C.  696 
B.  C.  58.  U.  C.  GOO  R.  C.  55,  V .  C.  700  U.  C.  54,  and  V.  C.  701 
|6.  G.  6B,  was  the  luua  4»  or  luna  5":  i.  e.  the  Kalends  of 
'  January  in  each  of  these  years  fell  on  or  ahout  the  4th  or  &th 
of  the  true  lunar  month.  Now  these  were  the  characters  of 
the  Apis  cycle  of  the  Kgyptinns  for  the  time  heing  alan.  And 
between  these  Roman  years  and  the  corresponding  years  of 
the  Apis  cycle  for  the  time  being  there  wns  ns  close  an  agrec- 
inent  as  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case  was  possible. 
This  wilt  appear  from  the  comparison  of  one  with  the  other. 


Apis  Cycle  T}^  iii.  Epoch 
Mesore  30  Nab.  44J — 443". 


X.    33 

—  H 

X).        I 

—  > 

—  3 


690 

694 
695 


Mecbeir  16 
Tybi  33 
Chtpac    33 

Chocw;      I 


Feb.  19 
Jan.  39 
Dec.  27 
Dec,  1(5 
Dec.   5 


IrrefOilar  Romaa  Caleadar 
Cycle  vii. 

n.c.  B.f.  mub.  1.11  ■■> 

60    694  Kal.  Jan.  Feb.  18  4* 

56    699 

ss  700 

64    701 


—  Jan.  Jan.  38  — 

—  Jan.  Dec.  37  5* 

—  Jan.  Dee,  ifi  4* 

—  Jan.  D«c.    3  — 


We  strongly  suspect  that  it  was  not  accident  which  produced 
a  coincidcuce  like  this  in  five  different  instances.  The  Apis 
cycle  was  doubtless  knoivu  to  Varro  and  Tarutiua  ;  and  it  was 
exactly  in  llie  course  of  these  five  years,  as  we  have  seen", 
that  they  wer*'  pngnf^cd  on  those  inquiries  relating  to  the  year  of 
the  Kouudation.thcnatiircof  which  we  have  already  explained "j 
and  for  which  the  Apis  cycle  was  wimlcd.  These  calculations 
appear  to  have  been  cyiicluded  in  U.  C.  700  H.  C.  54" :  and 
it  is  not  n  little  reaiarlcable  that  though  years  of  the  same 
Btandaril  of  SHI  days,  (and  yeai-s  which  cannot  be  dispensed 
with,)  continue  to  enter  the  calendar  after  U.C.  700  also; 
thdr  lunar  characters  no  lunger  cihibit  the  saoie  analogy  to 
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those  of  tlie  Apis  cycle.  The  Brst  of  these  is  U.  C.  703 ;  and 
the  Kalends  of  January  in  that  year  fell  on  Dec.  €>  Ji.  C. 
52.  The  new  moon  of  Mardiesraa  according  to  our  general 
lunar  calcndjtr,  Period  xir.  Cycle  L  1.  B.  C.  52  fell  Not.  8  at 
coidni^'ht ;  and  timt  is  filicwu  to  have  been  suflicicntly  true 
to  the  moou  bj'  the  solar  eclipse  October  10  the  same  year. 
Dec.  6  consequently  tras  the  20th  lunn.  The  corresponding 
date  in  the  Apis  cycle,  Nab.CI>7  cycle  xi. 4=5,  would  have  been 
Choeac  10  Dec.  13  U.  C.  52,  the  luua  &«  or  G*  as  before.  It 
IB  clear  then  that  the  aiialoj^y  bet^recu  the  Bocuau  caJeodnr 
and  the  Apis  cycle  ceased  with  U.  C'.  701  H.  C.  53  :  though 
the  nominal  length  of  the  years  in  the  former,  after  U.  C.  702, 
for  many  years  in  nucccaKion,  was  the  same  as  that  of  those  of 
the  latter.  And  the  best  explanation  of  this  phenomenon  is 
that,  after  U.  C.  700  B.  C.  5t,  the  Apis  cycle  was  no  longer 
wante<l  by  Varro  and  Tarutius ;  and  consequently  do  purpose 
vas  any  longer  to  be  served  by  so  administering  the  Roman 
caleudnr  as  to  preserve  a  cei'taiu  prescribed  relation  to  the 
Apis  cycle,  £uch  as  thetr  calculations  required. 


Section  XI. — Trrtgtdar  Ctdcndar,  Cycle  vU.  11. 351  days. 


U.  C.  700  Van-.  699  Cap.  697  Polyb.  B.  C.  55-54- 


L.  Domitjua  Abenobarbut 
A])piiiii  Clauiliue  Pulcticr. 


Kalendv  Janu&riie  D«c.  16  B.  C  55.  Nundinal  Char.  6. 


I 


The  character  of  the  weather  at  the  heginiiiug  of  this  year 
)8  alluded  to  iu  one  of  the  Kpib-tles  of  Cicero  P  ;  Qaudoo  tibi 
jucundits  e8se  mens  littcrus.  uec  tameii  habiiisscm  scribendi 
nunc  quidcm  ullum  argumentum  nisi  tuas  accepissem.  nam 
pridie  Id.  cum  .Vppiuit  senatum  infrcqucntcm  coegisact  tan- 
tum  fuit  frigus  ut  popnli  councio  coactii«  sit  nos  dimittcrc. 
Tlie  context  detcnninus  this  date  to  X\»i  Pridie  Idus  of 
February.  The  Julian  date  of  that  day  was  January  25* 
The  saiuc  day  was  the  full  of  the  moon  also.  These  two 
facts  account  for  the  intensity  of  the  cold  at  the  time.  Tlie 
letter  continues  in  the  same  kind  of  lone,  partly  in  earnest 
partly  in  jest :  Kt  litters  quidem  ad  id  quod  exsncctaa  fere 
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tarn  tito  reditu  juiigcntur.  roliqun  fiiitgulurum  dierum  scribc- 
mus  «d  te  si  modo  tabellnrios  tu  prabebis  :  qnamquam  rjus- 
modi  frigus  im|)endchat  ut  summtim  pcriculnm  csset  ne 
Appiu  KUte  ludes  urereDtiir.  He  did  nut  it  st^eiiiti  ket.'))  his 
house  warm  enough  fur  such  weather;  find  for  lack  uf  other 
fuel  the  cold  w»!)  in  danger  of  consuming  ita  o\t-ti  fire  plncc. 
The  tueamiig  probably  is  thnt  he  gave  no  dinners. 
•  We  collect  from  the  next  letter  tool  that  there  could  hn%-e 
been  no  intercalation  this  year.  It  uiciitiouJt  the  Idea  of 
FcbruHrj-,  and  the  Quirinalia  <xiii  Ksil.  Martin!)).  ComitiEU 
libns  diebus  qui  Uuiriuidia  sequuutur  ^three  iu  number,  see 
snpra')  Appius  intcrprctatur  iiuti  irripcdirt  sc  lege  Pupia 
quominua  habeat  senatum;  et,  quod  Gabinia  smctiim  sit, 
etiaiQ  eogi  ex  Kol.  Febr.  usque  &d  Kal.  Murt.  legatis  scnutum 
quotidie  dari.  It  concludes:  Ilodiemi  dici  re*  gestns  Lupcr- 
calibus  hnbebis ;  i.  e.  on  February  15  Romnu :  so  that  it  was 
irntten  between  the  Ides  (the  13th)  and  the  Lupcrcalia,  the 
15th;  consequently  on  the  lith.  A  continuous  reckoning 
in  Fcbrunrj'  Roman,  from  the  Kalends  of  February  to  the 
Kalends  of  March,  is  thus  ascertained  :  so  that  there  could 
have  been  no  Merkedonius  between  them.  Hut  whether  the 
jTjar  would  have  354'  or  355  days  is  not  hereby  detci-iuiiiL'd ; 
and  yet  there  is  uotliing  in  the  pr(-cediiig  iillu.iiuns  to  imply 
th«t  it  would  have  more  than  a'l 4.  Had  the  xvi  Kal.  Mar- 
tiaa  been  mrntioncd  by  name,  that  would  have  implied  that 
February  must  have  bad  2S  days.  Ah  it  iti,  there  might  have 
been  no  xvi  Knl.  Martias  this  year;  though  there  ^-as  a  I4th 
of  February  Roman,  hk  ukuhI. 

The  cause  of  Scaurus  defended  by  Cjcero  (though  the  ora- 
tion delivered  on  that  occjuIoii  has  been  lost)  was  one  of  the 
events  of  this  year.  He  was  preparing  for  it  before  the  v 
Kalendaa  Sextilcs^.  The  date  of  the  action  has  been  prc< 
served  by  Asconius'i  a.  d.  iv  Nooas  Sc^itembres:  and  that 
of  the  accusation  or  of  the  entry  of  the  actiou  against  himj 
Postridie  Nonas  Ciuinctiles",  a  few  days  after  his  return  to 
Home   Ad   petitioucm  conaulntus*'.     The  most  ohscn-ablc 
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drcunistAnce  in  the  history  of  this  action  is  that  irhich  Asov 
Ttius  mentions  nt  the  end  of  hU  comrncntnrv  on  the  oration: 
Cato  pnetor  judicium  quia  lestute  ngebntur  sine  tunica  exer> 
cuit,  campeotri  sub  log^,  cinctus.  in  forum  quoque  sic  de- 
eccnderat  jusque  dicebat :  idque  repererat  ei  TCtere  cousue- 
tudine,  secundum  quara  ct  Roinuli  a>tatia  stntuo;  inC'apitolio 
et  in  rostria  Caniilli  fuerant  togata*  sine  tunicis'. 

T)ti-s  nlliisiun  to  the  summer,  and  to  the  warmth  of  the 
weather  implied  in  it,  is  cxphuned  by  our  calendar  ;  accord- 
ing to  which  iv  Nonns  Septcmhrcs  the  date  of  the  action  iru 
August  10.  It  vas  however  a  Nundinal  day.  The  heat 
would  be  great  for  tlie  meridiau  of  Home  on  August  10,  in 
any  year.  iJut  this  year  it  iippears  to  hare  been  Koinething 
nnnsunl  even  there ;  as  wc  lefirii  from  the  testimony  of  Cicero 
himself.  He  wa«  complaining  of  the  heitt  of  the  weather 
even  before  the  case  cauic  ony,  «oon  after  the  Idus  Quin- 
ctiles ' ;  and  when  it  was  over  he  wrote  to  his  brother  as 
follows*:  Ego  ex  mn^s  caloribjis.  fnon  enim  mcmininias 
majort'K,)  iu  Arpiuati  aumuia  cum  umcenitate  flumiuis  me  re- 
feci  lurturum  diebns  (the  Luili  Kumani,  Sejtt.  4-12  Roman, 
August  12—30) — In  Arcano  a.  d.  iiii  Id.  Sept.  fui  (August 
18,  )...aquamque...uon  louge  a  villa  belle  sane  liuentem  vidi, 
prcesertiui  maxima  siccitate.  And  between  this  date  and  tlie 
Ides,  August  21,  there  is  another  allusion  to  the  summer^ 
when  he  was  now  in  the  Fundus  Fufidiauus,  which  he  had 
just  bought  of  the  owner  Fnfidiua,  while  he  was  at  Arpiuam, 
for  hid  brother  Quintua,  Ego  Ineum  o^state  umbrosiorem 
ndi  uumqunm  :  pcmiultis  locis  aqunm  proHuentcm  ct  earn 
ubercm.  Tliat  nil  this  was  later  than  the  defcnee  of  Scnurus 
appears  from  what  lie  also  observes  iu  the  same  letter:  Oni- 
tioncit  cfflagitatns  pro  Scauru  et  pit}  Planeio  absolvi — Sctn- 
rum  benelicio  defeusionis  valdc  obIipavi». 

On  the  contrary,  further  on  in  this  same  book  of  the  Epi* 
Btlcs  to  Quintus^  wc  meet  with  an  allusion  to  a  great  inun- 
dation of  the  Tiber  the  same  year ;  which  appears  to  have 
coincided  critically  with  the  time  of  the  acquittal  of  Oabinius : 
couBcquently  on  the  occasion  of  bis  6rst  trial;  for  he  was  not 
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aequittod  on  the  second'^.  Roinie  et  maxime  Appia  nd  Mar- 
tia  mira  prolui-ies :  Crnssipcdia  amhulatio  nblata,  horti,  ta- 
berase  plurimm.  magna  vis  aqtua  tuque  ad  pUcinam  publicam. 
vigct  iUud  Ilomeri, 

7.tif— 

mdit  enim  in  absolutiooem  Gnbinii : 

On  87  y  <Ti^ptw4  KOTtaaofuvot  ^akntalvjt 
in  &i  iiicfi'  iXiifTiotrt  Simv  IJirii'  oiik  oX«'yoiT»t*. 

It  w  singular  that  though  this  inundation  and  its  eflTects 
axe  mentioned  b^'  Dio  also,  and  in  connection  with  tliis  trial 
of  GnbiniuB  too*',  yet  he  appears  to  date  it  soon  after  the  bo- 
giuuiug  of  the  present  consular  year;  that  of  Lucius  Pomi- 
tiua  and  Appius  Cliiudius.  This  testimony  of  Cicero  clearly 
dcterniinca  it  to  tho  autumnal  equiuox,  or  about  that  time. 
The  acquittal  of  frabiuiuH  on  his  first  trial  in  antiouuced  to 
liis  brother  in  a  letter  which  is  dated  ix  Kal.  Novembresf 
October  24  Itoman,  September  30  Julian,  this  year.  After 
the  autumnal  equinox  both  rain  and  an  inundation  of  the 
Tiber  would  be  very  possible  events;  and  the  weather  might 
break  with  more  violence  at  last  because  of  the  unusual  heat 
and  drought  of  the  summer  before. 

As  to  Gabinius,  he  returned  from  the  east  to  Rome  on  the 
lii  Kal.  OctobresK ;  but  lie  entered  the  city  first  only  on  the 
iv  Kal.  Octobres,  Sept.  27  Roman,  Sept.  4,  Julian :  and  when 
he  did  so,  it  watt  by  night  aud  uupereeived  e.  This  proves 
that  he  was  studiously  avoiding  notice,  uud  therefore  that  he 
mnat  have  selected  a  dark  night.  The  moon  was  new  Sep- 
tember 4  B.  C.  51  itself.  The  chronology  of  his  cose  might 
euily  be  traced  through  the  two  next  epistles  to  Q.uintus''. 
But  it  is  sutHcient  to  know  that  on  this  first  occasion,  when 
Cicero  himself  appeared  as  a  witness  against  him,  he  must 


c  IKo,  nxiic  63,  (>3  i  tt.  55.  59. 
4  liwi.  n,  (xTi.)  38).    cf.  tkriioi. 
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61.  Ad  Quitttum,  iiL  ),  Cicero  sMins 
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have  been  tried  and  ncqiiitted  between   September  4  and 
September  30. 

On  the  Chronology  o/JvUa*  Caaai'a  second  expediticm 
to  Britain. 

Wc  shall  conclude  the  account  of  thii  year  with  a  brief 
reFiew  of  the  chronology  of  the  second  Uritish  expedition  of 
Julius  CcEaar,  as  fur  ns  it  ndmita  of  liein;;  ascertAined  and 
iltuHtrHted  from  the  epistles  of  Cicero ;  for  this  too  wns  one 
of  the  events  of  the  year,  and,  to  the  inhnbitanta  of  this 
island  at  the  present  day,  it  must  be  the  moat  interesting 
of  alt. 

Quiutus,  Cicero'a  brother,  was  one  of  the  legates  or  iieu- 
tenuulB  of  Cicsar;  and  served  under  hira  both  in  this  Uritish 
campaign,  and  in  the  proceedings  which  ensued  the  same  year 
in  Gaul  after  it  wa?  over.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  he 
joined  the  arnay  under  him  before  U.  C  700  B.  C.  54.  There 
is  a  letter  to  Atticns  extant',  from  which  it  may  he  inferred 
that  he  was  still  iu  Itak,  Nonia  Maiis  April  17,  that  ye-ar; 
and  another^  which  seems  to  imply  that  he  was  already  on 
hie  way  to  Ciesar,  only  three  days  Inter,  vi  Idus  Maias  April 
20.  Cicero  himself  alludes  to  a  letter  from  his  brother, 
written  at  Ariminum'  and  received  between  vi  Idus  Maiaa 
and  the  Kalends  of  June  (May  12}  next  ensuing;  and  to  two 
others,  received  iiii  Non.  Jun.  May  13,  one  from  Flaceutia  iu 
Etruria,  the  other  from  Rlandino'"  (iu  Illyricuro")  :  and  we 
must  conclude  that  he  van  then  on  the  road  to  Caeaar,  and 
probably,  when  the  last  letter  was  written,  had  just  joined 
him  in  Illyricuni.  That  he  was  actually  with  Cresar,  before 
the  Dritish  expedition  this  year,  appears  from  Cicero's  corre- 
spondence with  Lentulns,  procousul  of  CiUcia,  this  year  B.  C. 
54  itself" 

After  thia,  and,  as  the  contc-xt  implies,  on  the  ri  Kalendas 
ScsHlca  July  fi,  Cicero  writes  to  .\tticuaf ;  En  Quinti  fratris 
litteri*  suspicor  jam  eum  esse  in  Britannia :  a  conjecture 
which  turns  out  to  have  been  very  near  the  truth  :  and  there 
ia  a  letter  to  his  brother  himsclf'i,  which  munt  have  be«n 
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written  later  thnn  this  to  Atticua  yet  in  the  >ame  mouth, 
from  which  it  appears  that  Cicero  hud  just  heard  from  him, 
iiDil  thnt  he  was  theo  iti  Britain:  O  jucuodas  roihi  tuas  de 
Britaania  litteras  I  timebnm  oceaDum,  timeWm  litus  iusulx. 
Between  the  iv  Idus  Septemhrea  too  and  the  ldes^  he  again 
writes  to  Quintus :  De  Britaunicis  rcbua  coKOoi'i  ex  tnis 
littcris  nihil  esse  nee  quod  mctuamiis  uec  quod  gaiideatnus : 
wliich  18  perhaps  to  be  understood  as  much  in  reference  to 
the  expe<Ution  of  the  preceding  jeHr,  as  to  that  which  wa> 
then  going  on. 

But  the  first  date  which  fixes  a  time  when  Ceusar  and 
Qnintus  were  actimlly  now  in  Hritnin  is  one  which  also  oc- 
curs in  this  letter' :  Quarta  epistola  mihi  rcddita  est  Id.  Sept. 
<]iuun  a.d.  iiii  Id.  Sextiles  ex  Britannia  dcdcras.  Tliis  letter 
then  had  been  writtcii  in  Britain  ou  July  20 ;  and  it  was  re- 
ceived by  Cicero  Iti  Arpiuati  on  August  ^1,  just  Z'i  days  after 
date. 

In  this  same  letter  he  announces  iilso  the  receipt  of  another 
on  the  xi  Kalendas  .ScptcmbrcB,  according  to  the  present 
reading  of  the  text ;  od  the  twentieth  day  after  date.  But 
the  necessity  of  the  case  requires  that  instead  of  xi  Kal.  Sept. 
we  should  read  xi  Kal.  Octobres,  September  *Z0  lioman,  Au- 
gust 28  Julian ;  fur  the  context  of  this  letter  to  Quintus 
itself  had  got  down  to  xii  Kul.  Octobrcs,  (Sept.  19  Roman 
August  27  Julian,)  before  the  mention  of  this  other  comes  in. 
It  must  therefore  have  been  written  in  Britain  on  or  about 
the  first  of  September  Iloroan,  August  9. 

At  the  end  of  this  letter  to  Quintus  too  he  mentions  the 
arrival  of  letters  from  Ckmu:  Uiiusdf'^:  Ex  IJritannia  C';e9ar  ad 
me  Kal.  Sept.  dedit  litteras;  quas  ego  accepi  a.  d.  iiii  KaL 
Octobres:  written  consequently  on  .\iigust  i),  and  received 
on  Sept.  4 :  2(5  days  after  dato.  Caesar  at  that  time  had  moved 
down  to  the  sea  shore;  for picero continues:  Satis  commodas 
de  Britaunicis  rebus :  quibus,  ue  admirer  quod  a  te  nuUas 
acceperim,  scribit  se  sine  te  fuisse  cum  ad  mare  accesserit. 
nd  this  serves  to  explain  how  it  might  have  happened  that 
4^atus'  letter,  though  written  ou  the  same  day  as  this  of 


'  Ad  ()uiiil.  ui.  1.  C'in-ro  ret-i-iinl 
tkrta  kttm  from  Quinlua  all  «t  oauv, 
while  lie  w  in  Aqiinati  on  tliis  ott»- 


^i>ii  1  i.  r.  Iwtirevii  ir  Id.  !te]tC.  uiil  iho 
lUua. 

•  All  Quintuni  VnXx.  IH.  I. 
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Ca-aar,  or  on  tbe  day  after  it,  came  to  hand  19  or  90  dif» 
after  ilate,  Cwaar'a  only  in  'ZG.  Thejr  were  not  Mmt  by  the 
satne  post ;  nor  from  the  same  quarter  in  Britain. 

The  next  letter  of  Cicero's  which  bears  on  thia  subject  u 
one  to  Atticus*,  dated  Kal.  Oct.  September  7.  three  days 
after  the  receipt  of  the  letter  from  Ca-sar.  In  this  be  re- 
cognizes both  the  preceding  letters :  Ex  fratris  littcria  iocre- 
dibilia  quscdam  dc  C^sario  in  me  amore  cognovi ;  eaqoe  aant 
ipnua  Ctesaris  uberrimiH  Littetis  confirmata.  Britannid  belli 
exitus  exspectatur.  constat  cnira  aditus  insolse  esse  muoitos 
mirifiuis  molibufl.  etiam  illnd  jam  cogiiitum  est,  ncqnc  argenti 
BCrupuIum  esse  ullum  in  ilia  insula  neque  ullam  spent  pnedie 
nisi  ex  mmieipiis ;  ex  quibus  nullos  pnto  te  Utteris  anC  mnncii 
eruditos  cxspectare. 

Lastly  in  the  next  letter  to  Atticoaa  he  writes  again:  Ab 
Quinto  fVatre  et  a  Cicsarv  ficccpi  a.d.  ix  Kalendas  Novembm 
littcras,  confecta  Britannia,  obsidibus  acccptis,  nulla  pneda, 
!niperata  tamen  pecunia :  datas  a  litoribus  Britannia;  jimximo 
{corri^e  proximia).  a.  d.  vi  Kal.  Octoh.  cxercituiu  Britannia 
reportabant :  that  ia,  dated  September  2,  recciTcd  September 
30,  R.C.  64. 

We  haTB  evidence  therefore  in  the  letters  of  Cicero  that 
Csesar  and  Quintns  were  both  in  Britain  from  the  iv  Idua 
Sextiles  to  the  vi  Kalendas  Octobrea  U.O.  "(tO,  Jnly  ao  to 
September  2  B.  C.  G4,  at  least.  In  tbe  words  last  quoted 
however  (Datas  a  litoribua  Britannise  proximo  a.  d.  n  Kal. 
Oct.)  there  is  an  ambiguity  as  the  text  stands  at  present, 
which  would  be  removed  by  reading  proximis  (to  agree  with 
litoribus),  instead  of  proximo  used  as  if  absotuttty,  in  tbe  sense 
of  thcvi  Kal.  Oct.  last  past;  of  which  uae  af  pro.rimo  no  in- 
stance is  to  be  found  in  nccra,  nor,  as  we  much  quesUon,  in 
any  classical  writer  in  the  Ijatin  langaago. 

We  construe  these  words  ourselves  to  imply  that  the  letter 
in  question  was  dated  not  from  the  coast  of  Britain,  but  from 
the  opposite  coast  of  Gaul,  the  point  on  the  continent  nearest 
to  Britain,  yet  over  against  it;  and  therefore  on  one  of  the 
two  days  which  ac  know  from  the  testimony  of  Ca»ar  him- 
self*' to  have  been  devoted  to  the  transport  of  the  army  back 
from  Britain  to  Gaul:  and  just  in  tho  interim  when  one  part 
*  iv.  i6.  a  It.  17.  "  De  BcUo  GaUiou,  v.  ij. 


* 


* 
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of  the  army  had  actnall}'  been  conveyed  back,  but  they  were 
ttill  waiting  for  the  other.  It  n  here  to  be  observed  that  in 
the  next  letter  to  Atticus^  rcrertiug  to  tliis  topic,  Cicero 
says  to  him:  Perspice  xquitnteui  aniiui  mei...et  tnehercule 
cum  Cicsare  suavissimam  coiijmictioncm...qui  quidem  Quin- 
tnm  mcum  tuumqiic  Dii  honi !  qucniRdmodum  tractat  lionore 
diffnitate  gratia:  non  scciisac&i  egocs^em  impcrator.  hiberna 
l^ioDum  eligetidi  optio  delata  commodum  ut  ad  me  acribit. 
If  BO.  in  Qnintus'  letter  just  received  ix  Kal,  Nor.  Sept.  30, 
and  dated  Sept.  2.  For  it  whs  actually  the  case  that  when 
the  army  was  traiiBported  back  from  Britaiu  it  was  going 
into  wintej  quarters ;  and  Carsar  it  seems  had  given  Quiutus 
the  privilt^ge  of  choosing  his  ovru :  though  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  had  yet  made  hi»  choice.  It  eerveti  to  explain  all  this 
still  further  that  as  we  learn  from  Cxsar  himself  [De  BcUo 
Gallico)  (Juintiis  Cicero's  health  was  not  good  at  this  very 
time ;  and  it  was  no  doubt  a  matter  of  some  importance  to 
him  pcraonally  in  what  part  of  the  climate  of  Gaul  ho  abould 
pass  the  winter:  the  first  too  which  he  could  yet  have  passed 
in  that  country. 

There  is  a  letter  extant  to  Quiutus  himself?  dated  ix  Kal. 
Novembres  also,  consequently  on  the  same  day  as  that  to 
Atticus',  in  which  he  observes  Hicc  scripsi  a.d.  ix  Kal. Nov. 
quo  die  ludi  conimittebantur,  in  TuBculaniim  iiruficisccns'*', 
It  does  not  appear  that  when  this  wait  written  Quintus'  own 
of  vi  Kal.  Oct,  (Sept.  2)  had  yet  been  received.  We  must 
therefore  conclude  that  it  arrived  the  »ame  day ;  after  Mm  letter 
had  been  seat  ofi':  though  before  that  to  Atticus  had  been 
written  also*.  The  first  letter  to  Quintiis,  which  by  rccog- 
tuxing  the  receipt  of  later  information  from  the  same  quarter 
and  on  the  same  subjects  reco^nixes  the  previous  receipt  of 
thia  letter,  eoin<»i  later";  and  ('icero  was  then  aware  that  his 
brother's  winter  quarters  were  to  be  among  the  Nervii :  as  iu 

*  There  were  DO  Ludlof  stated  occurrcn(.'Vt>atbeix  Kal.  Nuverobm.  Theaa 
gamii  therefore  inu»t  hnve  bwn  extra  ordincm :  and  we  may  collect  fnim 
ad  Quintum  iii  H  tnd  9,  that  tlinr  wrrr  t^mcs  eo  given  hy  Milo;  at  tliia 
time  a  candidate  for  (he  consul^biji.  I'rubably  for  the  finfl  titpe:  for  iii.  S 
on  the  riii  Kal.  Dec  speaks  of  his  doiiig  it  ihcD  or  preparing  to  do  it  for 
the  second  or  third  tine. 


•  K.  tS. 


f  iii.  4. 


*  i*.  17. 


*.iti.s. 
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fict  we  know  from  tlip  tcftttmouT  of  Ctesar.  in  the  itcconnt  of 
the  subsequent  ri»ing  of  the  Gaul*,  tliat  tlicy  nctually  were.- 
Td  velini  cure*  ut  sciniii  qutlfus  nos  dare  oporteat  eas  qUM  ad 
tc  (leimlc  litteras  miltemus:  C^sarisue  tabellariis.  ut  is  ad 
te  protinus  mittnt,  an  Liibiviii.  ubi  ciiiiii  isti  siut  Nenii  at 
quain  loiigc  al>aint  nescio*.  M 

*  Wc  know  fn>ii>  ihi^De  BelloGallkoof  Cip«ar  himself  bow  MM>at)i}flrP' 
turn  of  tb>e  array  From  Britain,  11.  C.  1^4,  and  its  di9po«alinwiDter(]U»t4f«, 
wax  follnwed  bj-  the  formidable  insiirrMtiim  of  the  Oniila,  which  placed  m 
many  of  liiit  l.^gatvii  in  auch  imminent  danger, and  Ct«?ro'shr<ulh«rr  Ituiatus 
amoQ^  ihe  resit.  To  the  beitt  of  nur  judgnient  ibis  risinff  took  |>Uc«  at  ibe 
full  of  the  intion  ir>f  Septemher,  nevl  after  tlie  return  from  Rritain ;  that  i* 
on  or  after  Srptemlier  iK  i\\\*  ye;ir. 

It  ia  plainly  to  be  collecled  from  ilie  first  [nn  of  this  luwwcr  of  CJemi'i 
to  hia  brother ',  that  the  latter  had  written  to  him  in  a  deR>»onding  or  qofr- 
ruloua  ulrain ;  int|ilyinf(  tlial  he  unw  ni>t  rrry  riuy  in  hi<i  iiituation  at  tbt 
time,  or  not  very  vivW  saiieHed  wiih  it.  Ami  it  it  pmhable  thai  in  entering 
the  nervice  of  Cjrsnr  he  had  Mtti\  mure  in  drffrcnw  to  liLf  brother  •  vrnbea 
than  lo  hii  own  iorlin^ittuuii ;  for  Cicrn<  himself  wnt  anxious  to  staod  wtU 
with  both  Crtiar  and  I'ampcy :  and  perhaps  thouf{hl  hr  nhould  promolc 
that  olijecl  by  sending  hia  brother  to  Cfcaar,  while  he  hiioietf  stayed  in  the 
neighbourhoixl  of  Pi>ini)cy  ut  Rome.  But  it  if  cicarljr  tKt  such  a  letter  H 
h«  hum/  have  wrilten  hnA  he  been  iiware  of  hbi  brother*)!  danger  at  the 
tim«.  The  letter  »-a«  written  fi  or  aflrr  iix  Kal.  Uevembre*  r'a  dale  nhJch 
occurs  in  ic  in  termii)  Nov.  3^  Roman  Octotwr  30  Julian ;  jiist  one  month 
after  Se[)t.  30  u-hen  he  (iiin<ninred  to  Alticuti  the  arrival  of  the  letter*  frooi 
Quintus  of  the  date  of  Sept.  3.  He  might  very  well  have  fiwh  Irltem 
from  Quintii«  written  between  Sept.  }  and  iH,  which  might  not  rach  bin 
until  alter  Sept.  ,30  at  Irani.  There  In  an  inittance  R.  C.  44  when  Ictteni 
Erotu  Guul3  were  not  triccived  at  Rumc  in  less  llian  so  ot  71  day*  after 
date.  But  it  is  not  likely  that  he  woiild  he&r  aj^in  from  him,  after  Se|iL 
iH.  until  the  riKintt  of  the  Gauls  had  been  Kiipprr!i<e<),  and  he  himiwlf  bad 
been  liberated  from  the  Oun^r  in  which  he  had  thereby  been  placed.  And 
it  doe«  not  appear,  from  the  De  Bello  Oollim  of  Cnsnr,  ihai  that  could  ' 
hare  been  the  cane  before  the  middle  of  October.  BelwMn  l)ie  irturn  lo 
Ciaul,  Sept.  3,  and  Sept.  1^,  QuinLuH  miKht  write  several  letters ;  nadsevm} 
from  him  ittnt  to  he  rrcogniaed  Ad  Quint,  iii.  ,'^-9.  It  is  a  cnnous  coin- 
cidence that  in  Eome  one  of  these  he  mu!<l  hare  totd  his  brother  be  had 
written  four  traperlica  in  t6  days-'<:  one  of  which  appears  to  have  been 
entitled  Kriftone.  This  was  the  very  number  of  days  between  the  rrtum 
firooi  Dritsiii  Sept.  2,  and  the  rma^  of  the  Gnuls,  na  wv  suppose.  Sept,  t8 ; 
■ftcT  which  we  may  be  aiire  Quinius  hnd  mimething  el.->r  tn  do  Uian  lo  amnB« 
himself  by  nrtting  tra^edteK,  and  at  the  rate  of  one  in  four  days. 
Tlic  supplications  alluded  to  in  this  letter  to  Qiumaa'  could  be  for  00 

titt.8.       I' Ad  Attic  riv.  (}.       AAAl4mA«Ki,*m.<>«iaUq.       40.1. 
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Another  event  of  tliia  year,  nnd  one  pregnant  %vith  conse- 
quences of  grcftt  importfluce  to  the  future  bv  dissolving  the 

tuceenn  iu  Gaul  this  ycnx  -,  much  leos  for  the  Riippreosian  nf  thr*insur- 
reeCion  in  qursiion :  but  th»y  iniKlit  b«  fur  llic  Bup})uscd  aticccascB  ta 
Dritsiii,  or  fur  thosr  of  CTacHUit.  B.  C  54  alim,  Tn-eniy  daj-s  had  been  de- 
creed the  year  before  for  (he  result  of  the  fini  ftpcilition'.  The  mippbcatio, 
BO  often  mentioned  in  Etonian  hiiioiy,  is  defined  by  Polybius*,  To  vxoXa- 
(,nv  ttiartfftiii  Koi  Bitot  mir  ^nii  }^np^o■T^Jjtta. 

In  fact  Uierc  in  iiotliitiK  dLerovcnble,  as  f;ir  as  n'e  know,  in  »ny  of  tbs 
Idlers  uf  Cicero  of  this  pcrtud.  trhicb  would  imply  that  il  must  hare  been 
vritien  aiicr  the  crillca]  state  of  thingt  in  Gaul  hud  come  to  be  knowo  in 
Romei  and  durin^t  itn  coniinuRnce.  The  only  paHfla^re  in  any  uf  then) 
which  might  Huggnt  a  dotiht  on  that  point  ia  the  fol]owtn|{  ^ :  Scd  me  ilia 
cura  Mllicilat  Btifptque  vehementer,  quod  dieruto  jam  empiiuB  l  Intervallo 
oibQ  a  te,  nihil  a  Ceeoarv,  nihil  l'x  ifelis  locis,  non  modo  litterarum  Hed  ne 
runwrifl  quidem  affluxil.  me  aiiiem  jam  rt  mare  istiic  ct  terra  BoUiritst : 
Deque  de«ino  utfit  inauiureeaquie  tninimevolociigiiare.  c[uare  pou  ecjuidem 
jam  t«  rogD  ut  ad  me  de  t«  de  rebus  isue  scribaii,  (nunquam  enim  cuoi 
poCes  pratermittis.)  tied  hoc  te  fcire  roln,  nihil  fere  unqiiam  me  ae  exopfr- 
Cluw  ut  rum  huecurribi^hitm  litlera*  tuax.  Kitt  lliealhiKiun  in  tbiit  paisaga 
to  the  WA,  to  isti  ton,  indeltnitt'ly,  and  the  like,  clearly  proves  that  this 
letter  uru  written  in  the  altsence  uf  news  not  from  Gaul  but  from  Britain. 
Il  oondudea  too:  Qaibu«  in  lucte  ct  qua  spc  hiematurus  sts  ad  mc  qtiua 
ditigealiasime  Bcnha%  rcliin :  From  which  il  appears  he  did  not  yet  know 
where  he  waa  to  winter,  much  leas  thai  it  was  in  Gaul  and  among  th« 
Nenii. 

The  reading  of  1.  for  the  number  of  days,  which  had  passed  without 
letlers  from  Qtuntui!,  tn  this  insunce  eeemn  to  be  genuine.  It  ta 
to  be  explained  in  our  opinion  by  sup|H>ung  the  interval  in  qucatioa  lo 
have  been  ilateil  from  AiiguNt  9,  (he  date  uf  the  neciuid  advices  from  Britain ; 
on  which  day  both  Quinlus  and  CVsor  wrote  to  Cicero.  For  if  we  reckon 
on  go  days  from  August  9  we  come  to  September  a**,  xi  Kal.  Nov, ;  two 
itjt  before  tlw  actual  arrival  of  IJuinlu*'  tetlirr  of  vi  Kal.  UL-iobrcs  Sept. 
which  Ctecru  recdved  on  ix  Kal.  Nov.  Sept.  30.    On  this  principle  he 

ub(  hare  writlcn  this  letter  to  Quintus  on  the  xi  KaL  Nov.  September  18. 
And  that  does  seem  to  have  been  its  date,  'fiie  first  part  of  it  recof^nitcs 
the  aubject  matter  of  a  former  leitor'' ;  and  the  lust  date  in  thai  was  iv  Kal. 
Oct.  Sept.  4 :  when  tVi-ar's  letter  from  Britain  of  .^uj^um  9  had  just  been 
Mccived.  Its  dale  however  may  he  ■rrrllected  from  the  reference  lu  ihe 
approaching  trial  of  Gabiniu>,  which  oIko  occurs  in  it :  Qufcris  quid  fiet 
dfl  Gabinio  i  aciecnua  dc  msjcstou-  Iridito.  If  he  was  actually  acquitted  on 
sbis  charge  ix  Kal.  Nov."  the  Ihird  day  before  must  have  been  si  fUl.  >or. 

L   A  Cvssr,  De  Bello  (IsllicD,  iv.  1.  .{R. 
■Hit,  xxiix.  5i. 
I  <  wd.  i.  I  1. 


:  Ad  Qnintiim.  iil.  i.        <*  It),  i. 
V  Ad  Unint.  iii.  4.  cf.  iiL  9. 
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only  bond  of  union  between  the  two  prmcipal  men  of  the 
time,  Cieiv  and  Pomper,  was  the  death  of  Jalia,tbedsa^tar 
ofCsesarandthcnifeof  I'ompcy'*;  whose  marriage  to  Pofl^Miy 
we  noticed  U.  C.  695  B.  C.  59«.  We  may  collect  from 
Cicero  that  it  hod  recently  happened,  xi  Kal.  (Sept.)  Oct. 
Anguflt  28  d;  and  therefore  that  the  news  of  it  could  scarcely 
liave  been  received   by  Cesar  in  Britain,  as  Seneca  wodM 


On  that  therefore  the  l(>n«r  wu  written.   AlAos  the  Qiurator  At 
is  iD«ntiune<]  in  thut  cfiuillr,  and  also  in  an  cpislle  juat  befbre'*. 

The  trial  wai  orer  wIicd  Ciccra  wrou  to  Attictu  "  ;  and  ibat  letter  et- 
tends  over  a  corwiderable  spticc  of  time'.  The  acquitul  ifl  aUribotcd  ia 
part  to  an  othr  dictaltira :  nhich  ascrrlains  the  iiiati  at  tbia  fiftit  of  thia 
ktta- 10  AlttniB,  u  the  same  with  that  of  the  letter  to  Qnintns.  of  the  is 
fKal.  Nov.*  where  the  uine  reason  ia'asaigtied  for  it  also".  Pomtinus' 
'triumph,  expected  on  ir  or  iii  Nonaa  Nowmbre*,  is  alladed  to  in  both >*. 
Cicero  had  b««n  one  of  the  wittiMsea  agaioat  Gabinhia  on  this  occaaon^. 
At  to  the  second  ixial  when  he  was  accused  De  rtbiu  nprOmA**i  tba 
cue  of  RabiriiiR  Ponumus  arose  oat  of  it'*.  (Cicero  had  defended  Gibi- 
aiuB  on  this  aeeonri  occasion " ;  and  that  being  over,  Rabinus'  trial  fol> 
lowed  soon  after.  And  we  may  judge  of  Ihe  time  when  it  was  iroiog  on 
from  the  following  altuoion  to  the  tmployincnt  of  Caesar  at  the  sane  janc> 
hire,  whbch  orrun  in  it'":  Multas  rfjaiiS'-ni  C,  r^raiui*  rirtntes. . cognovi 
. ,  .hauc  Tim  fri(;uruui  bi(.-incm<jUG  quam  nua  vix  hujus  urbia  tectia  su>< 
tisemus  exripere :  his  ipais  diebus  hottfrm  pcrse<{ui  com  etina  ferK  Uti- 
bulis  *e  tcitaot,  atqae  omnia  bella  jure  ^ntium  con<|U)e«cant,  sunt  ea  qiu- 
dem  ma^rna.  That  ia,  in  the  depth  of  winter  IT.  C.  700  B.  C  $4.  The  best 
commentary  on  this  psssntfe  would  be  Cxw'k  own  account  of  the  con- 
clnsion  of  the  proccedinga  in  Caul  this  year,  which  appears  to  have  com- 
cidcd  with  the  inonlh  of  November.  By  this  time  therefore  all  thM  had 
happened  in  Ciiiul  after  the  nrtara  from  Britain  was  well  known  at 
but  not  as  far  as  we  can  discover  much  before  this  time. 


*  Din,  suiK.  64:  r£  zixviiJ.Q  i  il. 
44-  Amiisn,  B.  t^  ii.  19.  i^rj,  en. 
Plvtarch,  Ckmt,  xxtii ;  Pampeiu*,  liiL 
VtiicHu  Pkt.  il.  47.     Flonis.  It.  il.  t). 

I<>  If.  Ad  Chitiii.  iii.  I.  Son*  dB7 
betw(<emiiuK*1.0ct.aDdtli«Ksl.  Also 
Ad  Att*ci*.i6.  >■  IT.  16. 

tl  Cf.  bowDvn* Valerius  Mai.  viiL  i.  3 
Da  Jttfficiis  PuMicis. 

U  M  Attir.  i*.  161   Ad  Qufagtum, 

iii.  4- 

U  Ad  Ouinlum,  iii.  9,  4.  Ad  Attic, 
h.  16.     Dio,  uaii.  G;. 

1*  Cf.  Cicero,  axxix  Pro  lUbijio. 


fjacan,  Pbatsalia,  1. 11 1—114:  iii 
10.  •  8upt»,  38J. 

'  Ad  Qnintmn  Kntr.  iii.  >  :  i£  also 
ad  flu. :  uai  iii-  8. 


I 

4 


10  sxxix.  4,  S-Ji.  ai. 

1;  Ibid.  8. 191  11,31*  34.  1X0. 
zuix.  6^  VaJcritu  Max.  iv.  ii-  4  De 
ReoondUstionp.         In  xxxia.  15,  4I. 

•  iimaaiioulhaPrid  l£al.  Oct.  sod 
the  Kal.  OrL  too  bolbwhirh  days  fMK  of 
it  must  havo  been  wntlra)  simI  Uw  t( 
Non.  Kor.i  snil  brt^wa  tlip«i  two  lut 
dstM  It  ret^gnisM  tbo  sniuiiul  of  Ga- 
lumus. 
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imply  ^  bat  more  probably  (as  Plutarch  represents  it  0  just 
at  the  time  of  the  return  to  Oaul  (Sept.  2). 

Her  death  is  attributed  to  a  miscarriage,  occasioned  ac- 
cording to  Valerins  Maximus  K  by  a  sudden  alarm  at  seeing 
the  toga  of  Pompey  brought  home  covered  with  blood ;  in 
the  midst  (no  donbt)  of  the  distnrbances  so  usual  at  this  time 
in  Borne,  at  the  elections,  and,  in  this  instance,  at  the  Comitia 
.£dilitia  of  B.  G.  64 :  in  which  representation  however  he 
must  have  confounded  something  which  really  happened 
B.  C.  55  h  with  the  events  of  B.  C.  54. 

SxoTiON  XII. — IrreffiUar  Calerular,  Cycle  vii.  12. 855  days. 


U.  C.  701  Varr.  700  Cap.  698  Polyb.  B.  C.  54-53- 

Co.  DomitiuB  Calvinus 
M.  Valerius  Messslla. 


Kalendfe  Janoariae  Dec.  5  B.  C.  54.  Nundinal  Char.  4. 


This  year  is  memorable  as  being  that  in  which  Marcus 
CrassuB  and  his  legions  were  cat  off  by  the  Parthians.  The 
date  of  their  destruction  itself  is  calculated  to  illustrate  and 
verify  our  Roman  calendar  of  the  time  being  in  a  remarkable 
manner.  We  shall  therefore  enter  upon  its  consideration 
somewhat  in  detaiL 

In  the  partition  of  provinces,  U.  C.  699  B.  C.  55,  between 
the  consuls  of  the  year,  Crassus  and  Pompey,  Syria  fell  to  the 
lot  of  the  former ' :  and  we  are  told  that  notwithstanding  the 
habitual  gravity  and  sedateness  of  his  demeanor,  yet  having 
already  conceived  the  design  of  the  invasion  of  the  Parthian 
empire,  and  already  anticipating  an  easy  conquest,  and  clutch- 
ing in  expectation  the  rich  spoils  of  the  east,  he  could  not 
contain  his  joy  at  this  piece  of  good  fortune,  as  he  considered 
ifi.  With  this  statement  of  the  hope  and  confidence  in 
which  he  was  preparing  to  embark  on  a  war  of  aggression, 
(for  which  not  a  shadow  of  excuse  had  been  tiimished  by  the 

■  0pp.  i.  a66,  Ad  Manum,  14,  3.         ^  Di^^    xxsix.   31.     Ct.    Platuch, 

Cf.  Tftdtna,  Ann.  iii.  6.  Fompeius,  liii. 

'  Ckut,  zxiiL  Ct.  Snetoniai,  Jnliua         >  Plntarch,  Pompey,  Iii.    Cf.   Dio, 

Cmmr,  xzrt  i.  zxxiz.  33  :  39.    Appiau,  B.  C.  ii.  18. 

*  ir.  Ti.  4  De  Amora  Coqjagali.  k  Plnterdi,  CiatniB,  xri. 
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PnrtbiaDS  themselves,)  merely  to  Ratify  his  own  cupidity ; 
let  the  reader  contnut  the  picture  within  two  years  aflcr- 
irnrd!!  which  Plutnrch  lias  drawn,  as  the  coucliidiag  scene  in 
his  biogrnphv  of  Marcus  CrasRiis.  Let  him  represent  to  his 
imagination  the  head  ofthis  same  man  totn  from  it.i  shoulders, 
aod  exhibited  at  the  table  of  the  Partliiau  king  in  the  hands 
of  the  Grecian  actor,  to  personate  that  of  Pentheus '.  Or  let 
him  conceive  that  he  kcch  the  melted  gold  poured  by  the  Far- 
thinns  in  derision  down  his  throat"',  as  if  to  glut  the  in- 
ordinate thirst  of  gain  after  death  which  the  revenues  of  an 
empire  had  not  been  able  to  satisfy  in  hia  lifetime ;  and  in  the 
gratification  of  which  during  the  brief  term  pf  his  command 
in  Syria  he  had  spared  nothing,  either  sacred  or  profane'', 
and  had  riBcd  the  treasures  of  the  temple  of  Jerusalem  itself^. 
The  history  of  Marcus  Crassus  in  this  last  episode  of  his  ex- 
istence  is  full  of  moral  instruction ;  and  ia  a  striking  proof 
how  the  vices  and  passions  of  men  in  the  hands  of  a  retri- 
butive Providence  are  often  made  the  instruments  of  their 
owu  punishment.  But  we  are  concerned  with  it  at  present 
only  as  it  bears  on  our  proper  purpose ;  that  of  the  illustra- 
tion and  Terification  of  the  calemlnr. 

i.  Ob  the  dale  of  the  departttre  ofC'rax^m  to  Hyria  U.C.  699 

B.C.  55. 

Tlie  tint  question  which  requires  to  be  considered  with  tHa 
object  in  view  is  the  date  of  his  departure  to  Syria,  U.C.  689 
aC.  55. 

'O  m  KpAatrav,  says  Plutarcli ",  ttt  Rpfi'riatov  ^K0tv.  hi  8' 
iffrdrou  ovfTiji  x*'f^*'*  ^?  BaKdcrtrtft  oil  ^tpttfAttPfv,  aXK'  ii-jq\&t), 
nai  av^fa  rww  -nAowu  autfiaXtv.  The  meaning  of  this  state- 
meat  At  first  sight  ia  ambiguous  ;  whether  it  implies  that  the 
sea  WHS  still  unsettled  after  the  winter,  or  after  »omc  storm 
of  recent  occurrence,  some  tempestuous  weather  not  long 
before.  Wc  apprehend  that  this  latter  is  its  real  menuing; 
and  that  the  abHcncu  of  the  article  before  the  word  \tiiJMVt 
leads  to  lliat  construction  only.     It  follows  that  Crassus  set 

'  Ihid.  wiiit.  p.  151.        k  Plutareh.  Ciwnu,  xwi. 

™  Diu,  il.  i;.  Plottu,  iii.  11.  <j:  1 1.  ■  Ji>*qilius,  Ant.   Jiui    »lw.  rtl.  i: 

Seniiu,  Ad   Ma.  vii.  AoA.     lltaanOi,  D«  Bcllo,  i.  nil.  8. 

CnMii*.   ii.      Plinj,  H.  N.  nxUL  47.  «>  Vila,  xnt 
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B  out  from  nrandisium  not  afift  the  winter,  bnt  before  it ; 

though  probablj-  not  long  befure  it,  snd  at  a  time  of  the  year 

when  bad  wt-atht-r  might  be  nothing  extraordinary, 

I  There  is  however  a  letter  extant  from  Cicero  to  AttteusP, 

B  dated  on  or  after  the  xvii  Kalendas  Oecenibres  this  year, 

"    which  will  throw  aorac  light  on  this  question.    No*  in  Tuscu- 

I       lanuni  veoisse  a.  d.  xvii  Kal.  Deccnibr.  video  tc  scire.     The 

H  departure  of  Crassus  is  mentioned  in  it  aa  a  past  event,  yet 

~    not  later  than  this  day  xvii  Kal.  Decembr.  B.  C.  oS  :  Cmssuni 

qoidem  nostrum  niinorc  dignitate  aiunt  profectum  [iQludatum 

qnnm  olim  icqunlem  ejns  L.  Paiillnm  itcnim  cousulom.   o 

hominem  ncquam  !   In  what  manner,  and  nnder  what  rircum- 

^  stances,  .^miliua  Pauihis  set  out  from  Home  to  Urundiaium, 

H  to  assume  the  command  uf  the  war  agiunst  Perseus,  we  saw 

under  the  proper  year<i.     AVhat  Cicero  intended  to  contrast 

^  with  that,  in  this  departure  of  Crassus,  at  the  samu  time  of 

^1  life  (about  60  years  of  age  O  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 

^B  same  ofRcial  and  titular  dignity  of  iUnrum  cnnmit,  to  assume 

^*  this  command  in  Syria,  is  no  doubt  the  well-known  fact  that, 

though  attended  by  Pompcy  his  collcHgue'.  he  quitted  the 

gates  of  Rome  amidst  the  diree,  execrations  and  curses,  of  the 

tribune  Atcius  Capito^;  whereby  he  devoted  both  hi m  and 

I        his  followers  to  destniction. 

■       The  xvii  Kal.  Dec.  H.  C,  699  answered  to  Nov.  1  B.  C.  55. 

"   Craasus  was  certainly  gone  before  that  time :   but  as  to  the 

question  how  long  before,  i.  in  a  letter  of  Ciccro'i  to  Lcn- 

tuluB*  proconsul   of  Cilicia  U.  C.  701  B.  0.  54,  he   again 

alludes  to  this  dejjarture:  Crassusque  ut  quasi  testata  populo 

^—    Bomaau  esset  nostra  gratia  pa^ne  a  meis  laribus  in  provinciam 

^B  est  profectua.  nam  curu  mihi  coudixissct  ccenavit  apud  me  in 

^   mei  generi  Cnissijiodia  hortis.    ii.  In  another  of  the  letters  to 

Atticus  "  (which  immediately  precedes  the  last  quoted)  men- 

Ition  is  made  of  a  ecena  or  supper  in  the  gardens  of  Crassipes, 
Quasi  in  diversorio,  and  ou  the  Kalends  of  some  months  as 


f  jr.  13.  »  Supra,  p.  154. 

>  PltttMrch,  CnMui,  xn.. 
*  Ibid,  xri 

<  PiBtarrii,  CraMtif,  xtI.  INo,  xixix. 
t*-   3»  •    .W  :    35 :    ^^-     Appuui. 
18.    nrvro,  iVDiviiut.  1. 16, 


w:    a. 

ftcii. 

191    30.    VgIIHus  Fit.  il.  4ft.    I.imn.         '  I*.  11. 


Phanalin,  tii.  1  ifi.  Rmcf a,  v.  trfi. 
Nat.  Quwil.  *.  iS.  9.  Miiiudii«  Pi^lU, 
vU.  4.  Floras,  kii.  xi.  3,  wbcrt  thii  Tri- 
bune in  rallnl  Mru-1la«. 

■  Ad  ^'■tR.  i.  9.  p.  14  :   cf.  p.  36,  ad 
'TmIc.     Cf.  Plulan-h,  Ci<wro,  xicA. 
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something  about  to  take  place :  Sed  ai  me  diligu  poBtridu 
Kaleadaa  ccBua  apud  me  cum  Pilia.  proraua  id  fncies.  Yor 
lendifl  oogito  id  hortis  CrftKsii>edis  quasi  in  diversorio  ocecun... 
indc  (lomiim  ca:aatum. 

It  Heems  then  that  Cicero  was  to  be  at  home,  and  supping 
at  home,  Postridie  Kalendu;  but  not  at  home  nor  supping 
at  home  but  in  the  ^rden.s  of  Crassipes  on  the  Kalcndt, 
We  think  then  that,  if  he  eutertaittud  Cnusus  before  his  d^ 
parture,  yet  in  those  gardens,  it  must  bare  been  on  thtw 
Kaleuds:  and  as  to  what  Kalends,  the  letter  which  fullova> 
was  written  bq  sooq  after,  that  if  it  whs  not  much  later  than 
xvii  Kal.  Dccembrcs,  NoTember  \-\  Roman,  wc  may  take  it 
for  granted  that  the  supper  in  the  gardens  of  Crassipct  oa 
some  Kalends  must  have  been  on  the  KalentU  of  November. 
If  so,  October  19  B.  C.  55.  Crassus  then  had  not  set  out  be* 
fore  October  19  B.  C.  55  :  but  he  must  have  done  sorery  soon 
after,  to  justify  the  statement  of  Cicero,  Pxne  a  meis  larifaus 
in  provinciam  est  profcctus.  It  is  observable  that  B.C.  55 
the  moon  was  new  October  15,  four  days  before  the  Kaleodi 
of  November ;  and  there  might  hare  been  a  storm  abotit  tliflit 
time,  from  the  eflV^cts  of  which  the  sea  might  still  be  labouhog 
when  Crassus  arrived  at  Brundisium.  In  any  case,  if  he 
could  not  hare  set  out  before  October  20  or  21,  lie  could  not 
have  arrived  at  Itrundisium  before  the  end  of  the  month :  and 
at  that  time  of  the  year  bad  weather  would  be  nothing  ex- 
traordinary. 

A  story  i»  related  by  Cicero  of  something  which  occumd 
at  Brandisiom  at  the  very  time  when  be  was  embarking: 
ami,  though  this  may  appear  to  be  too  trifliug  for  serious 
notice,  it  seems  to  have  been  a  matter  of  fact :  and  as  it 
serves  to  illustrate  the  time  of  the  year  wo  shall  not  scruple 
to  repeat  it  afler  hiui.  A  man  it  appeua  was  cr\'ing  new 
figs,  in  the  port  of  Bnindisium,  when  Crassus  was  embarking 
his  army;  and  these  were  from  Catiaus  io  Asia,  and  of  that 
year's  growth.  Cum  M.  Crassus  exercitum  Brundi&ii  im- 
ponerct,  quidam  in  portu  caricati  Cauno  advectas  rendena 
Cauneaa  clamitabat.  dicamus  si  placet  monitnm  ah  eo  Cras- 
aumCavcret  ne  irctr  (care  ne  eas,  quasi  Cau-ne-as).    The  fig 


■  i*.  13. 
tto,  lit. 


r  D«  Dirinatlone,  ii.  40.84.     Of.  PUsr,  U.N.  iT.ai.p. 
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wia  not  ripe  At  this  time  even  in  Asia  Minor  before  Scptem* 
ber ;  anil  cored  or  dried  Sgs,  (wfaicli  are  meant  by  caricas,) 
could  uut  have  been  imported  to  Italy  irum  that  quarter 
before  the  middle  or  end  of  October.  That  CauouB  iu 
Cnria  was  famous  for  its  figa  wc  Icam  from  AtlicnKus*. 

^B      u.  Of  the  campaign  in  Me»opotttnua  U.  C.  700  B.  C.  54. 
^m     It  is  agreed  that,  after  Crassas'  arrival  iu  iSyria  B.  0.  56  «, 
^^lie  made  one  e:(pcdition  into  M(;sopotamia,  which  a«  far  as  it 
i      went  was  successful ;  aud  this  was  U.  C.  700  B.  C.  54,  the 
^■jrear  after  bin  arrival  >>.     Several  towns  iu  Mesoputaiuia  were 
^^dther  reduced  by  force,  or  submitted  of  their  own  accord; 
though  only  two  are  mcutioued  by  name,  Nicephorium  and 
Zenodotium  or  Zcuodotia :  to  garrison  which,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Autiocb,  a  force  of  7000  foot  and  of  1000  horse 
was  left  bchiud.     He  returned  to  winter  in  Antioch ;    in- 
stead of  prosecuting  his  sDCcess  and  pushing  on  the  same 
year  to  SeJeucio,  while  the  Parthians  were  yet  unprepared 

rto  encounter  liini :  and  this  was  the  first  and  moat  fatal 
oversight  committed  by  him,  in  a  concatenation  of  errors 
which  ultiiantcly  led  to  his  ruiu. 
It  is  agreed  too  that  io  the  course  of  the  ensuing  winter, 
and  as  it  was  drawiug  to  au  end,  ( R.  C.  53  ineunie,  ]  he  received 
an  embassy  at  Antiocli  from  the  Parthian  kiDg,{ whom  Plutarch 
calls  ^Vrsaces,  Herodes,  and  Hyrodes':,  and  Cicero  sometimea 
Orodus  sometimes  Orodcs''.  hut  whose  true  nnme  was  Oro- 
des*,)  to  expostulate  with  him  for  the  late  unprovoked  and  un- 
justifiable act  of  aggression  ;  and  the  answer  to  this  very  just 
and  reasonable  complaint,  attributed  to  him,  is  only  an  addi- 
tional proof  of  bia  presumptuous  confidence,  his  singular  ia- 


* 


■  iti.  g.  Pliny  Iha  yonngcr,  Epp.  i. 
7  :  •  leitcr  writliiii  touir  time,  but  uot 
king,  bt-ibrv  the  Iilci  of  CJi'tolmr,  ob- 
Mrm:  Pkdr  pn«*Tii  i\voi  minSmo 
pKlBrcmuliun  fuit ;  aetvpiiUK  mo  Ckryo- 


Cf.  flntarcb,  Pamptiiu*  tivii.  Cvnar, 
kU  :  the  atiMxlvtv  tvlil  of  FBTnniuv, 
not  lotif  before  the  battle  al  Phor- 

tolia. 

■  PluUMif  Cnmuii.  ivii.  Dio.xitzii. 
(o.  ^  Ptul.  Ibid.  Dio,  il.  t.  is-i6- 


tag  opiimM  (a  s|i(iciv*  of  AtUa)  qUR 
niiDC  com  iui*  ct  bnletil  eCftiUSMi  lis< 
bunt. 

Hone*  obseiTM  of  tbp  mociUi  9v 
■tills  Oir  Augiwt, 
Cucn  ficos  prinn  odoniu* 

DeUftMonm  dccont  lecUirlbiiH  audi. 

Bjtp.  i.  vfi.  5. 
r  Cmiciu.  x*tiL    Clxii.  xiii.  xxziiL 
Antoni'iN  ixi'ii 

•I  Ad  Attic.  <r,  iB ;  ii  i  *L  t.     Ad 
Pani.  IT.  I. 

*  I>i<i.  xt.   16-       V«ll.    PrL  ti.   46. 
noTW,  iii.  If,  4< 
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futuatioQ,  and  bis  oontemptugus  disregard  of  right  or  wno^ 
in  the  gratiBcation  of  bis  capiditf.  A  letter  of  Cicero'*  to 
bim  ia  alio  extant '^  wbicb  was  written  after  hii  departure; 
and  most  probably  in  B.  C.  54. 

iii.  On  the  campaign  of  V.  C.  701  B.  C.  53. 

The  time  wben  be  again  took  the  field  tlic  next  vearEia 
tbe  first  thing  to  be  considered.  One  reason,  according  to 
Plutarch  K  for  his  returning  to  winter  at  Antiocb  tbe  jew 
before  w»»  btMniusc  he  expected  hiti  Hon  to  join  him  there: 
A($6invoi  ai/xodi  Th»  v\hv  ^KOOTa  itafM,  Kaiaapoi  ik  raXan'ot 
...juu  )(tKiaui  Imiat  imkiKTOvi  tlyotra.  This  vas  no  doobt 
bi«  eldest  son  Pobliu*  Crawu* ;  though  be  had  another  called 
Marcus  ■ :  uur  can  there  be  any  doubt  that  before  be  toc^ 
the  field  this  vou  and  the  body  of  knights  who  accompanied 
him  had  Hctu&lly  joinod  bim  in  Syria  )< ;  all  of  whom,  includ- 
ing PuhlJus  their  leader,  pcrjabud  in  the  subsequent  campaign, 
and  wore  in  fact  among  the  first  to  fall. 

Now  we  know  from  the  testimony  of  C'a^aar '  that  P.  Crassua 
was  serring  with  him  as  one  of  his  legates  in  Gaul,  down  to 
tbe  be^nniug  of  U.  C.  699  B.  C.  Sfj  at  leaat ;  and  his  brother, 
M.  CrnssuH,  (but  no  lon;^er  Publius,  as  far  as  we  can  dis- 
cover,} in  B.  C.  5  i,  after  the  return  from  Britain.  We  mny 
conclude  then  ibnt  Publius  had  been  recalled,  to  assist  his 
father  in  his  Parthian  expedition,  B.  C,  55  or  54.  He  conld 
not  tberoforc  have  joined  him  in  Syria  in  time  for  the  cam- 
paign of  li.  C.  54.  Yet  he  might  easily  do  so  in  time  for  that 
of  B.  C.  53.  And  in  fact  be  bad  already  joined  him  l>efore 
tlic  wiutvr  uf  5-1,  And  he  was  with  him  at  Hieropolis  in  Syria, 
according  to  Plutarch  '",  when  he  was  rifting  the  treasures 
of  the  Dea  Syria  there. 

Tbe  omens  or  prodigies,  which  preceded  or  accompanied 
tbe  opening  of  thi^  campaign,  after  tbe  manner  uf  tlic  an- 
cients and  according  to  the  popular  construction  of  such 
things  at  this  time  hnve  been  particularly  mentioned  ■> ;    but 


(  Ad  Fftm.  V.  8. 

K  Dio,  *\.  1 7.  Veil.  Pu.  iL  46.  Utj, 
cvi.  UmiiuR,  \i.  13. 
h  Vila,  zvU. 
I  Ocen,  Ad  Fun.  v.  8.     Cosmt,  Do 

*  riiit«rch,Vit«,iTi\i»v.  EHo^.ai. 


I   l><^  Udlu  liallkM,  it.  1 
lO-iu  :  V.  14  ;  46  :  vi.  6u 

"  Vita,  xrii. 

o  Xiia,  xl.  18.  Obteqwau,  cxtir. 
Plutarch,  Vita,  xtm.  ais.  liry,  rti. 
Vnlwriiu  Mkir.  i.  y\.  1 1  IV  Pivdl{ii*, 
LMnnyutu  llnl.  ii.  6. 
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none  of  these  would  deserve  any  consideration  for  our  present 
purpose,  except  such  as  were  signiHcant  of  the  state  of  the 
wenther  at  the  time,  and  consequently  would  serve  to  throw 
some  light  on  the  season  of  the  year  at  which  the  campaign 
was  beginning.  Such  was  the  storm  of  thunder  and  light- 
ning and  wind,  which  the  army  is  said  to  have  encountered 
when  crossing  the  Euphrates ;  for  even  that  would  be  a  natu- 
ral phenomenon,  and  even  for  those  latitudes^  towards  the 
latter  end  of  the  month  of.  April,  and  about  the  new  of  the 
moon :  to  which  the  passage  is  fixed  by  the  course  of  subse- 
qnent  circumstances.  It  is  observable  that,  though  rain  is 
not  actually  mentioned,  a  thick  mist  or  ofiCx^r}  at  the  time 
is  alluded  to ;  which  argues  a  depression  of  the  temperature, 
and  possibly  recent  wet  weather.  In  those  quarters  there  is 
a  spring  or  early  rainy  season ;  which  terminates  in  the  month 
of  April  o. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  Romans  crossed  the  Euphrates  at  the 
Zeugma  P;  and  yet  that  they  were  encountered  by  the  Par- 
thians,  and  sustained  their  defeat  properly  so  called,  when 
they  had  scarcely  got  a  day's  march  beyond  Chan^.  Now 
Ghame  itself  was  only  60  Roman  miles  direct  =  67  J  by  road 
from  the  Zeugma ;  and  that  would  not  be  more  than  five  or 
six  days'  march  at  the  rate  of  14  miles  a  day.  It  is  evident 
then  that  the  campaign  could  scarcely  have  begun  before  it 
was  decided.  Crassus  could  not  have  been  more  than  five  or 
six  marches  from  the  Euphrates  when  he  was  overthrown*. 
It  does  not  indeed  follow  that  there  was  only  five  or  six  days' 
interval  between  the  date  of  the  passage  and  that  of  the 
defeat.  It  follows  only  that  there  could  not  have  been  less, 
though  there  might  have  been  more.     It  appears  in  fact  that 

*  It  »ppear8  indeed  from  Florua,  loco  eit.,  that  he  marched  first  from  the 
Zeugma  to  Nicephorium ;  about  8a  miles  direct  from  the  Zeugma :  sad 
ifter  that  on  Charne ;  which  was  about  jjo  miles  direct  from  Nicephorium. 
Both  together  would  be  133  direct;  147  by  road  =  10  or  11  days' march 
at  the  rate  of  14  miles  a  day.  We  apprehend  that  it  was  from  Jv'icepho- 
rium  that  CrasBus  and  hia  army  were  persuaded  to  march  in  the  direction 
of  Chame,  as  if  to  encounter  Sureua ;  instead  of  prosecuting  their  route 
along  the  Euphrates  to  Seleucia. 

o  See  our  Diaiertetioaa  on  the  Prin-  P  Plutarch,  Crassus,  xix.  Dio,  xl.  1 7. 

dples,  &c.  iii.  13—15.  Floras,  iii.  1,  3. 

lUL,  ITAL.  TOL.  III.  E  € 


«r.  On  fii  Bmm  rfitfi  i^Hi  AAmt'^^J 

'Sow  tfe  aar  of  Oe  delat  oT  Omml  pnro^  ■• 
tk  ^z  of  «te  fa«,  Md  is  fact  tW  «afy,  faattk 
the 

bMle  ■■  wiitk  tW  router Oiwi  »d  die  flonrif  ifcc 

ansj  were  cat  off;  (cf  i^acb  cvcij  lUBg  dae  ia  a  kag ' 

of  dnaitnaB  oaMqaawM  vn  bat  tfae  Bsbm] 

effect':)  t*B»  acy,  we  mj, 

down  ia  tenu  of  the  Bona  caleadv  ia  Ae  Fkati  of  Offid. 


,  ad  tmfhr^rn , 
PuOw!  qiidendut!  AtildM.  ■gmmaiisn: 


Tbe  day  vbkli  he  is  de»cribiDg  wai  the  VesUlia,  tlK 
day  of  VaiU";  which  hii  context  fixes  to  r  Idns  Ji 
Jane  9  Bomui :  and  that  is  confirmed  br  the  extant 
of  the  Jolian  calendar  for  tbe  month  of  June*.  The  Boiaan 
Jimiiu  LI.C.  701  B.  C.  53,  m  our  calendar  shews,  was  odat' 
t'Cfdlng  criticaUy  with  the  Julian  ilty:  and  the  9tb  of  Junhw 
wa«  the  9th  of  May.     Thai  then  wu  the  true  Julian  date  of 


*  Rated)  nlli  this  Anbiui,  Ariftmnea.  Dio,  xL  20.  ficcms  to  mau 
him  ttxi  undrr  t)i«  name  of  AkhaDdoiuoa,  Atlwainn,  vi.  6t,  mtntiaa*  ft 
ihinl  iaHf  wbuvc  advice  vaa  eqaaUy  Inacberoua,  and  wboto  taflauw*  ma 
•qtially  fatal,  ADdrofaaehui  of  Cham. 


*  111  ■■U.  Cr  AihnuRM,  ii.6t. 

*  Hninrrli.   CtUM*,    ntfi— xxrti. 
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the  defeat,  aod  of  the  death  of  the  younger  Crassua.  But  it 
was  not  that  of  the  death  of  the  elder  Crassus ;  which  took 
place  three  days  later :  and  consequently  on  the  twelfth  of 
May.  The  interval  between  the  two  events  is  distinctly  spe- 
cified by  Plutarch;  and  virtually  by  Die  also:  to  prove  which 
we  cannot  do  better  than  embody  the  accounts  of  both  in  the 
form  of  a  journal  firom  day  to  day — extending  over  these  four 
days,  from  May  9  to  May  13  B.  C.  53. 


Ckronoloffy  qf  the  interval  from  the  defeat  of  tke  Romans  by  the  Parthiant 
to  the  death  of  Crassus,  B.  C.  53. 


i  Day.  v  Idus 
Jnniaa 
Mty9 


Battle  with  the  Parthians,  on  the  river  or  brook  Bd- 
\uriTos  '.  Death  of  the  rounder  CraBSUS,  CeoBorinuB, 
and  Megabacchus  v.  End  of  the  action  at  night '. 
The  remains  of  the  Roman  army  retreat  to  Charrs. 


ii  Day.  iv  Idas         Arrival  of   Ignatius  with   300  men  at  Charrse  at 
Joniaa     midnight  ^.     The  rest  arrive  the  same  night,  hut  alter 
May  10     him. 

Beginning  of  the  second  day's  proceedings  'Afut 
^fupf  *>.  The  day  is  spent  by  Surena  in  ascertaining 
the  fact  that  Crassus  himself  was  in  Chame. 


iii  Day.  iii  Idus         Third    day's    proceedings.      Surena    advances   on 

Juniaa      Ch&me'^.     At  night  Crassus  attempts  to  escape  to  Ar- 

May  II     menia;  and  is  purposely  led  astray  by  Andromachue  ". 

Cassius  bis  qiuestor,  with  part  of  his  forces,  returns  the 

same  night  to  Charrte. 

IT  Day.  Prid.lda8       The  same  night  Cassius  retreats  to  S)Tia.     Octavius 

Jimias     with  bis  division  reaches  Synnaca  nph  fjnipas,  Crassus 

May  12     being  still  twelve  stades  distant  from  it  at  daybreak  on 

the  foarth  day.  This  day  he  is  circumvented  by  Surena; 

and  killed  not  long  before  the  end  of  the  day  «. 


■  Plat«rdi,  Vita,  xxiil. 

J  Ibid.  zziiii^xzvL    Dio,  xl.  it-33. 

■  Plutarch,  Vita,  xxvii.  Dio,  xl.  34. 

■  Platsrcb,  Vita,  xxrii.    Dio,  il.  14, 


'5. 


^  Plutarch,  Vita,  xzviii. 


e  Ibid.  ixix. 

*  Ibid.xxix.  Cf.  Dio,rl.  as-  Atlie- 
DRUB,  vi.  6i. 

•  Plutarch,  Vita,  xxi.  xixi.  Dio, 
xl.  a6,  27.  ij.  livy,  cri.  In  Syn- 
naca, according  to  Strabo,  xvi.  i. 


Bex 


420     On  the  Verificatiott  of  the  Rmnan  Calendar. 

T-  On  the  Lunar  character  of  the  day  of  the  death 
of  Cratatti. 

The  day  of  the  denth  of  the  elder  Crustis,  it  tlias  oppeara 
iroin  riuUrch,  and  from  Dio  also,  was  that  which  followed 
OD  the  iiight  of  the  attempt  to  retreat  from  Charrie,  in  the 
hope  of  reachiug  Armenia.  Now  Dio  obserres  of  thii  at- 
tempt^: *0  yap  ^[i&aao^  a&Vfi^trai  ovAi  iv  rj;  vu'Aci  ^at^ak^t 
W  vnoiiitvai  h\)in}<Tt<T$ax  ivoji^LTiv  .  .  .  .  naJL  iztth^  oux  olav  rt  ^ff 
ahvi^  litQ'  ijtilpav  i^tomi  fh  oi/  Kara^xipff  ytvitrSoi.  lit<.x^lprt<rt  ^Av 
vtNcr^E  iiTsahpa.vai,  vpahoOivt  h\  vsh  ri/f  a(Ki]ti)i  vavatki'ji'ov  ov<rqs 
ovK  tKoBt.  There  is  nothing  indeed  in  Plutarch  ahout  the 
full  moon  ou  this  night;  but  neither  is  there  any  thing  to 
the  contrary.  Dio  add«  that  Cnuaus,  liuviug  been  thu»  be- 
ti-nycd  by  lliu  light  of  the  moon  on  this  iiigbl,  waited  until 
th«  nights  were  dark,  before  he  renewed  the  attempt ;  and 
that  would  imply  that  he  waited  seven  or  eight  days,  if  not 
fourteen  or  fifteen,  liut  this  Rtatomcnt  of  his  in  particular 
is  so  improbable  in  itself,  aud  so  inconsistent  with  the  ac- 
count of  Plutarch,  which  ts  so  much  more,  minute  and  cir- 
cumstantial tliau  Dio's  throughout,  that  wo  caunot  hesitate 
to  reject  it.^  Not  that  eren  if  it  were  true  it  would  make  way 
difference  to  the  date  of  the  death  of  the  younger  Cmssus, 
already  determined^  JuiieO  Roman,  May  9  Julian;  or  to  thmt 
of  the  night  of  the  firKt  attempt  to  retreat,  June  1 1  Roman, 
Hay  11  Juliau:  or  consequently  to  the  physical  fact  thmt 
the  moon  was  at  the  full  that  night ;  to  which  Dio  attributes 
the  failure  of  that  first  attempt. 

With  respect  to  this  fact  in  particular;  assuming  that  the 
meridian  of  Charne  was  about  12  or  13  minutes  east  of  that 
of  Jerusalem,  and  about  2h.  Sim.  east  of  that  of  Greenwich; 
we  have  calculated  the  new  moon  of  April,  B.  C.  53,  for  thmt 
meridian,  and  found  it  April  27,  at  22  h,  22  m.  mcau  time 
from  midnight.  .'Vnd  this  as  wc  have  already  ob8er%-ed  must 
have  been  about  the  time  when  Crasstu  was  crossing  the 
Eujphrates,  and  when  the  weather  appeared  to  be  unsettled. 
In  like  manner,  wu  have  calculated  the  full  moon  of  May  for 
the  same  meridian,  1).  C.  53,  and  found  il  May  11  at  20  h. 
35  m.  mean  time  from  midnight.     Now  this  is  the  night  to 

•  »l.  15. 
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which  we  have  already  determined  the  date  of  the  first  at- 
tempt of  Crassua  to  retreat  from  Cliarne;  the  night  of  May 
11 :  when  Dio  asserted  that  the  moon  was  at  the  full.  It  is 
manifeBt  therefore  that  for  this  statement  there  must  have 
been  good  foundation  in  the  matter  of  fact. 

Bat  this  is  not  all  which  we  have  to  adduce  in  proof  and' 
in  illnstration  of  this  coincidence.  Cassius  the  quaestor  of 
Crassua  was  one  of  those  who  set  out  with  him  from  Chame 
on  this  nighty  the  night  of  May  11,  and  upon  this  retreat  to 
Armenia ;  hut,  having  had  his  suspicious  of  the  fidelity  of  his 
guide  Andromachus  roused  in  time,  he  very  wisely  returned 
the  same  night  to  Charrse  with  his  own  followers ;  and  from 
thence  without  any  delay  made  the  best  of  his  way  to  Syria. 
Plutarch  has  recorded  an  anecdote  which  we  beUeve  to  be 
authentic;  and  to  refer  to  something  which  actually  passed 
between  him  and  his  Arabian  guides :  and  therefore  we  shall 
not  scruple  to  quote  it  as  a  matter  of  fact.  ^Eyivovro  yip 
Tives,  says  heB,  ot  n'rjbip  iyiis  tov  'Avhp6naxov  arpif^nv  xal 
■ntpuKlrrav  eUitravre^  oiiK  ^KoXo'^BTjaav.  a\Kh  Kdo-trios  liiv 
iTrta>^k6ev  tts  Kdppat  irdXiv  koX  t&v  6brjyav  ('Apa^cs  S'  ^<rav) 
dvaft-ivnv  KtKevovrtov  fi^xpis  &v  rj  aeXrjvr]  ira^aXXd^Ti  ror  Snop- 
•w{ov,  'AAA'  iydy,  fl-Jroiv,  fiaXXoe  In  toUtov  tfyo^ovtiai  tov  Toforrji'* 
Air^Xccuvfti  eli  ^AtravpCai)  fif^"  iTnriav  ■nftnaKoatuv, 

This  anecdote  is  authenticated  by  the  fact  otherwise  known 
on  good  authority;  viz.  that  the  Arabians  from  time  imme- 
morial bad  a  prejudice  against  setting  out  on  a  journey  when 
the  moon  was  in  Scorpio.  It  follows  that  on  the  night  of 
May  II  B.  C.  53  the  moon  was  known  to  be,  or  supposed  to 
be,  in  Scorpio.  Now  its  actual  longitude  at  the  opposition, 
this  very  night,  according  to  our  calculation  was  227°,  21', 
55"-  959  ;  i.  e.  in  the  18"  of  Scorpio :  and,  it  must  have  con- 
tinued to  be  in  Scorpio  for  nearly  one  day  longer ;  ao  that 
whether  Cassius  was  setting  out  to  Syria  from  Charrae  before 
midnight  May  11,  or  after  midnight  May  12,  he  must  have 
been  setting  out  while  the  moon  was  still  in  Scorpio :  and 
yet  in  recommending  him  to  wait  until  the  moon  had  got 
clear  of  that  sign  his  Arabian  guides  were  not  advising  him 
to  delay  his  departure  more  than  one  day. 

r  Cnuiu,  xiii.    Of.  Dio,  zl.  i8. 


42^       On  the  Ver^caiion  of  tlie  Roman  Cahndar.   DIM.  xviii. 

]t  18  morally  certain  Imwercr,  tliough  Plotarcb  tpolu 
here  merely  of  the  moon's  beinfj  in  Scorpio  gciierally  at  ttiii 
moincut  of  time,  th&t  the  Arabians  to  vhom  he  alludes  vera 
thinking  of  the  Ltiniir  mnnsions ;  and  of  the  moon's  being  tt 
the  time  in  some  one  of  them  which  coincided  with  Scoqiio. 
The  Arabians  had  an  old  prejudiee  Against  beginning  a 
Journey  nbcn  the  moon  was  in  these  mansions  in  particular^ 
The  LuuRF  mansions  of  the  Arabians  were  derived  from  tboM 
of  the  Egyptians.  The  only  diOerence  between  Ihcm  wu 
that  the  former  were  laid  down  in  the  6th  dtigrces  of  the 
latter,  all  round  the  Hphcro'.  In  the  original  T}'pe  of  the 
mansions,  that  of  the  epoch,  B.  C.  1847,  the  longitude  of  the 
XTith  niannion  ( =  xMith  in  Type  iii,  that  of  the  epoch  of  R.C. 
U7^}  was  192^  51'  25"-7U.  The  interral  from  B.  C.  1M7  to 
B.C.  63  would  be  1794  years;  and  in  that  length  of  tioM 
the  precession  in  me-an  longitude  would  amount  to  2V  67' 
4"  7571.    We  have  then 


B.  C  1847  IdanaiOD  irl  in  ihe  E^pUao  sehtme 

MntuiiAQ  xvi  in  the  Anbian  scheme  B.  C.  1847  i 
ritccKaiou  i;94  juiu-i  

Mean  longitude  of  Mannioa  xv'i  of  Type  ii  -^  xrii 
ofTypeiii  8.0.53 

Mean  longiLude  of  the  inoon  nt  the  full  Mbj-  1 1 
B.C.53  

Mean  lociftitude  of  the  moon  u  ih«  full  in  the  xrii 
MaosioD  


19'  51  25-714 


4  10  10-323 


The  Arabian  name  of  this  mausiou  uraa  Al  IkUl,  tliat  is  the 
Crown ;  Corona  Scorpii.  That  oi'  the  next  to  it  was  Al  Kalb, 
(Cor  Scorpionis).  It  is  clear  that  the  moon  was  in  the  5th 
degree  of  Al  Iklil  at  the  full;  and  would  be  tn  the  5th  de- 
gree of  M  Kalb  in  the  space  of  the  next  24  liours.  These 
two  mansions  ircre  those  against  which  the  Arabians  had  the 
greatest  prejudice;  particularly  Al  Kulh,  into  which  the 
moou  would  pa!is  next.  This  is  no  doubt  the  true  explauati<Hi 
of  the  i-ua&ou  of  the  advice  which  tbey  gave  to  Cassius ;  though 

*■  }<•«  ixir  Fau)  ('iiilMtliiri,  iii.  613  Dol^.'lio;.  '  Ibid.  it.  fAj.tAy, 

'  8m  iii.  553.  I  &M;  \i\VToA<MUMn  Ui  tlxi  TUk«t  TabW  iii.  Put  i.  A|i|>.z. 
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Plutarch  might  not  be  aware  of  it :  for  the  Lunar  mansions 
of  antiquity  and  every  thing  connected  with  them  appear  to 
have  been  altogether  unknown  to  the  Greeks. 

Ti.  On  the  date  of  the  defeat  of  the  Partkians  by  Ventidius. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  both  in  the  accouot  of  the  pro- 
ceedings before  the  battle,  June  9  Roman  May  9  Julian,  and 
in  that  of  the  battle,  there  are  frequent  allusions  to  the 
drought  and  heat™  ;  and  to  the  additional  sufferings  of  the 
Boman  army  thereby  occasioned.  Nor  can  there  be  any 
doubt  that  for  the  meridian  of  Charree,  and  for  the  climate  of 
Mesopotamia,  such  allusions  would  be  perfectly  natural  and 
in  character  even  for  the  month  of  May.  But  when  Dio  in 
particular^  proceeds  to  explain  this  by  supposing  the  battle 
to  be  going  on  not  only  in  the  hottest  part  of  the  day ;  i.  e.  at 
noon,  but  also  in  the  hottest  part  of  the  year,  at  midsummer, 
(MetroviTtfr  re  yhp  tov  dipovs  nal  iv  fifarju^pCq  ravT  iyCyveTO,)  we 
may  presume  that  he  was  thinking  of  the  Boman  June  9  of 
this  time,  as  if  actually  the  same  with  the  Julian  June  9  of  his 
own  time ;  though  in  reality  a  month  earlier  than  it. 

And  this  leads  us  to  observe  that  by  way  of  a  counterpoise 
to  the  success  of  the  Farthians  on  this  occasion,  and  of  a 
compensation  for  the  disgrace  thus  brought  on  the  Roman 
arms,  it  is  usual  with  the  contemporary  historians  to  insist 
on  the  successes  of  the  Romans  over  the  Parthians  under 
Ventidius,  and  on  the  defeat  and  death  of  Facorus  the  son  of 
Orodes  himself,  a  few  years  after  this  defeat  and  death  of 
Marcus  Crassus. 

The  Parthian  invasion  of  the  Roman  territory  previous  to 
this  defeat  took  place  U.  C.  714  B.  C.  40"  ;  Titus  Labienus, 
the  son  of  the  Labienus  of  Csesar  so  often  mentioned  in  his 
Gallic  wars,  (who  fell  in  the  battle  of  Munda  in  Spain°,  B.C. 
45,)  having  been  one  of  their  leaders.  The  successes  of  Ven- 
tidius however  were  gained  U.  C.  715  B.  C.  39  and  U.  C.  716 
B.  C.  38p  ;  the  last  and  most  signal,  B.  C.  38 :  when  too,  by  a 

™  Fintarch,  Crassos,  zzii.  xxUL  xxv.  40, 41.    Autarch,  Ctskidb,  xxxiii :  An- 

Dto,  xl.  33.  toi)ius,xzx.xxziii.xiuv.  Livy.cxzTii. 

"  Dio,x]viii.  2^^if>.  VelL  Pat.  ii.  78.  cixviii.     Velleina  Pat.  a.  78.     Floras, 

Cf.  onr  DissertatioDS  od  the  Principles,  iv.  9,  3-7.     Froatinns,  i.  4,  6 :  ii.  3, 

&e.  L  364.  5  :  V.  56,  37.     Tadtus,  Histor.  v.   9. 

•  Vellmns  Pat.  iL  52.  Orouaa.Ti.  16,  Germania,  37.  Entropios,  vii.  3.  Oro- 

r  Dio,  xtix.  19.  30.  It :  cf.  sliiL  39.  sius,  vi.  18.    A.  Oellina,  xv.  4.    Bra- 
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remnrknble  coincidcuce,  Pacorusi  we  are  told,  wai  defeated 
and  killu<l  ou  the  same  ilar  on  which  the  Itoiuaua  uuder 
C'raisus  Lati  Uccu  bo  B.C.  53 — liftcoii  yeare  before :  Kal 
/loXicrra  ftrt  iv  r^  aurij  ^fi^/)^  t:KOji(iov  rov  trovs  iti^irtpa  awrf- 
vixdtji:  i.e.  numlDall}*  on  tbe  same  day.  June  9  Komau; 
though  B.C.  53  Lluit  was  really  May  9,  aud  B.C.  38  it  vaa 
Jnnc  8. 

Were  we  to  enter  ou  the  cliroiiology  of  these  Parthinn  in- 
roads, B.  C.  39  aud  38,  it  would  be  i'uuud  to  illustrate  the  ao 
count  which  we  have  gii'enof  the  expedition  of  CrB86ua,fi.  C. 
A3  ;  more  eapccinlly  the  fact,  mentioned  by  FrantinusP,  that 
the  camjiiii^'ii  of  R.  C.  '6S  on  the  part  of  the  ParthiaiLS  began  iO 
(Inys  at  least  before  tbe  date  of  their  final  overthrow  by  Ven- 
tidius.  And  ns  that  was  June  8,  it  must  hnre  be^u  in  that 
case  on  or  before  April  29.  So  then  might  that  of  Craasus 
B.C  53. 

vii.  On  the  date  of  the  Comitia  at  Home.,  V,  C.  701  B.C.  58. 

Another  fact  also  is  mentioned  concerning  this  year ;  viz 
that  the  consular  comitia,  after  being  delayed  through  the 
strife  and  contention  of  parties  more  than  six  months  even 
beyond  the  Kalends  of  January  IT.  C.  701,  were  held  at  last, 
according  to  I>io,  'JC^adfi^  f^-ni^i',  according  to  Appiau%  not 
until  the  ei^htli  at  lca»it;  the  ft^irnior  Q.uinctilis,  the  latter 
Senilis,  U.C.  7<>1  B.C.  53:  « hen  the  consuls  who  represent 
the  year  in  the  Fasti  were  at  length  created. 

We  should  be  entirely  of  opinion  that  the  true  reason  why  tbe 
same  dJRputes,  which  had  prevented  the  regular  eli-ctious  for 
twelve  months  previously,  ceased  at  this  particular  jimcture, 
was  the  rcc4'ipt  of  tbe  news  from  MesopotHmiii,  of  the  fate  of 
CrossuB  and  his  army.  If  that  had  hufallen  them  only  June  9— 
12RomanpreviouBly.it  could  not  bavebeen  known  of  nt  Rome 
before  the  middle  of  IJuiuctitia  at  tha  earliest;  and  wo  may 
easily  conceive  what  alarm  and  consternation  the  arrival  of 
such  tidings  from  the  east  would  excite  at  home.     To  recon- 

narinin  Soxti  Hnfi,  cap.  68.    HuuIb*,  iwIm  sI  TpMi^uw. 

niKvpot  Vul'Arrlpftny.    Strabo  (iiri.  p  Ltic.  cit.      «  Ko,  xKs*  Sl,    " 

I.)   iflU  tu  Ifaconu  wm  kititd  untr         •  Ibtil,  il.  17.  45. 

llir    nty    (liiidam*,   and    Ilia    Hem-  •  B,  C  ii.  19.     Of  PlutArdi,  Pnm*'* 

cIi'uiD,  in   tlw   llr^o  ('prliivtii-B,  (rf.  prim,  Uv. 

riuitkn-hi  ADMniuK,  uiiv.),  I'haniK- 
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die  IKo  with  Appian,  ve  must  suppose  that  the  comitia  were 
held  at  laat  at  the  very  end  of  Quinctilis  Komau.  There 
vas  eren  then  a  refractory  tribunej  Q.  Porapeiua  Bnfus^  who 
would  have  persisted  ia  his  opposition  to  them*;  but  the 
senate  ordered  him  to  be  imprisoned :  a  step  which  it  would 
not  have  ventured  to  take  except  under  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances. 

There  is  no  letter  of  Cicero's  extant  which  was  written  in 
the  midst  of  the  sensation  produced  by  the  knowledge  of  the 
&te  of  CrassuB.  We  can  trace  the  disputes  relating  to  the 
comitia  in  his  letters  both  B.  C.  54i  and  for  the  first  part  of 
B.  C.  53* ;  during  all  which  time  the  administration  of  the 
government  de  facto  was  carried  on  Per  Interreges.  But  we 
meet  with  no  allusion  in  any  of  them  to  these  events  in  the 
east^.  These  letters  were  probably  suppressed  after  his 
death. 


CHAPTER    II. 


Section  \.~Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  vii.  13.  877  days. 


U.C.  70a  Varr.  701  Cap.  699  Polyb.  B.C.  53-53. 

Cn.  Pompeius  Magnus  iii  * 

Q.  Cieciliue  Metellua  Pius  Scipio  £z  Kal.  Sext. 


Kaleodse  Januariee  Nov.  34  B.  C.  53.  Nundinal  Char.  i. 


The  calendar  is  authenticated  and  confirmed  for  this  year  be- 
yond the  possibility  of  doubt,  by  the  two  facts  which  are  known 
from  testimony  concerning  the  year  itself ;   i.  That  its  Nun- 

*  Bio,  xl.  45.  *  Ad  F«m.  vii.  ii :   cf.  6-18.     Ad 

»  Ad  Attic,  iv.  9.  15.  16.  17.  t8.     Attic,  ir.  16.    Ad  Qnint.  iii.  8. 

Ad  Qnintum  Frmtr.  ii.  ij.  16 :  iii.  1.  J.  «  Cf.  De  Divinatione,  ii.  9,  77. 

3.  4.  8.  9. 
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dtiial  chaructcr  was  unity  7:  ii.  That  it  vas  interoLuy*.  We 
coDHider  it  therefore  superfluous  to  adduce  any  fnrtber  jgwA 
of  the  truth  of  our  aimiigcinenta  for  thix  rear;  thoagh,  voe 
it  nccestaiy,  it  would  be  in  our  pover  to  do  ao. 

It  appears  then  that  the  Nuudinal  incidence  on  the  fait 
day  of  the  year,  of  which,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  the  Pontifical 
OoUegc  waj  always  in  dread,  and  against  which,  (as  we  liaie 
hitherto  taken  it  for  granted.)  all  their  preciiutions  ia  tbea4- 
nUDistration  of  the  calcudor  were  directed^  took  place  thit 
year,  U.  C.  702,  aa  it  had  done  before,  U.  C.  676.  And 
thongh  wc  cannot  suppose  it  was  purpoticly  allowed  to  happoi 
on  this  occaMon,  any  more  than  on  the  former,  it  is  as  difficult 
to  account  for  its  having  been  an  accidental  effect  in  this  xst- 
stance  as  before ;  especially  as  it  might  k>  easily  hare  been 
prerentcd,  by  allowing  the  year  before,  U.  C.  700  B.  C.  54 — 
53,  to  be  a  year  of  351  days :  according  to  the  analc^  of  tlie 
two  years  last  preceding.  In  this  case,  the  Nundinal  cba- 
mctar  of  U.  C.  702  would  have  been  2 :  and  if  this  year  not- 
withstanding had  been  intcrcalarv'  (as  it  appears  de  facto  to 
hare  been)  it  would  have  made  no  difference  either  to  the 
Kalends  of  Jauuary,  or  to  the  Nundinal  cliaractcr,  of  tbc  next 
year,  U.  C.  703  JJ.C.  52 — 51,  provided  the  Merkedonius  of 
thU  year,  U.C.  702,  had  been  one  of  23  days  instead  of  one 
of  22. 

If  then  the  effect  which  ensued  in  this  instance  is  to  be 
attributed  to  an  accident  or  oversight  of  some  kind,  it  consisted 
probably  in  the  introduction  of  a  yenr  of  3o5  days  into  the 
calendar,  at  this  period  of  its  administration,  instead  of  one 
of  354 ;  and  that  oversight  might  easily  have  been  committed 
by  allowing  the  mouth  of  Febrnarius  its  usual  complement  of 
28  days,  iiistcatl  of  27 :  ajid  this  might  already  have  been 
done  before  the  administrators  of  the  calendar  were  aware  of 
^e  consequences  likely  to  result  from  it.  Such  an  oversight 
would  be  no  improbable  coutiugcncy  in  the  midst  of  the  dis- 
putes and  struggles  at  Rome,  on  the  subject  of  the  different 
elections ;  uhicb  prevailed  from  Jauuary  to  Quinctilis,  and 
might  be  most  violent  iu  January  aud  February. 

It  is  possible  too  that  us  the  special  reasons,  which  hod 

rVol.iLjA.  tVdLLsifi. 
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(iaased  the  administration  of  the  calendar  from  U.  C.  699  to 
U.  C.  701  to  be  conformed  to  the  principles  of  the  Apis  cycle, 
hud  ceased  to  exist,  the  administrators  of  the  calendar  might 
think  it  necessary  U.  C.  701  to  revert  to  the  old  standard  of 
the  length  of  the  common  years ;  without  reflecting  on  the 
effect  which  that  would  have  upon  the  Nundinal  character  of 
the  next  year.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  fact  itself  is  certain ; 
that  the  Kalends  of  January  tJ.  C.  702  were  Nundinal :  and 
it  is  equally  certain  that,  at  this  period  of  the  administration 
of  the  Irregular  calendar,  it  could  not  have  been  the  efiect  of 
any  cause  but  this,  of  allowing  U.  C.  701  355  days  instead  of 
8fi4. 

With  respect  to  the  introduction  of  a  Merkedonius  of  22 
days  into  this  year,  U.  C.  702,  it  seems  to  have  been  acci- 
dental ;  (the  consequence  at  least  of  the  events  which  hap- 
pened in  the  Roman  January  this  year  itself,  i.  e.  soon 
after  the  beginning  of  the  year ;)  especially  the  death  of  Clo- 
dins  on  the  xiii  Kal.  Febr.  January  18  Roman,  U.  C.  702. 
But  for  such  an  unexpected  event  as  that,  and  the  proceed- 
ings which  arose  out  of  it,  it  is  probable  there  would  not  have 
been  a  Merkedonius  this  year. 

Section  II. — i.  Irregular  Oalendar,  Cycle -ni.  14.354  days. 


U.  C.  703  Van-.  703  Cap.  700  Polyb.  B.  C.  53-51. 

Sen'ius  Sulpicius  Rufus 
M.  Claudius  Marcellus. 


Kaleode  Jai)U8riseDec.6  B.C.  53.  Nundinal  Char.  8. 


ii.  Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  vii.  15.  354  days. 

U.  C.  704  Van-.  703  Cap.  701  Polyb.  B.  C.  51-50. 

L.  Aimilius  PauUus 
C.  ClaudiuB  Marcellaa. 


Kalendte  Januariae  November  35  B.  C.  51.  Nundinal  Cbar.  6. 


We  might,  if  we  pleased,  dispense  also  with  the  particular 
consideration  of  these  two  years,  the  limits  of  which  are  de~ 
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termined  by  those  of  the  year  before  and  of  the  year  after 
them  respectively  ;  luid  these  cither  ha%'c  becu  alretuly  ascer- 
tained ur  will  be  8u  hereafter.  IksiHes  which  each  of  these 
years  has  beeu  Htithctiticnted  by  coiacideaces  pointed  out  in 
a  former  part  of  our  work  * ;  and  specially  applicable  to 
them. 

These  tvo  years  however  include  an  interesting  period  m 
the  personal  history  of  Cicero ;  during  which  be  was  g». 
Tcmiug  the  pronnc«  ofCilicia  aspera  Procousule.  A  targe 
portion  of  his  extant  epistles,  and  one  which  nbonnda  ia 
dates,  was  nTitten  during  it,  It  fiirnisbcs  consequently  such 
ample  means  for  the  illustration  and  vcriticattun  of  our  calen. 
dar  that  we  sbould  not  be  doing  justice  to  our  proper  subject, 
and  scarcely  to  tlic  truth  itself,  were  we  to  pass  it  over  alto- 
gether without  notice. 

Wc  shall  not  however  enter  on  the  consideration  of  this 
proconsular  go\'eriuneut  of  Cicero's,  and  of  its  chronology, 
more  iu  detail  aud  more  particularly  than  our  purpuee  re* 
quirua.  The  object  whicb  wc  propose  iu  this  review  of  it  is 
to  ascertmn  and  point  out,  on  the  testimony  uf  Cicero  himself^ 
the  relation  of  the  civil  calendar  in  these  two  years  to  the 
natural  year;  which  as  thus  defined  and  thus  asccrtuned  by 
means  of  conterapornry  testimony  will  be  seen  to  be  altogether 
the  samo  as  that  of  our  calendar  for  the  same  two  years.  No 
kind  of  proof  is  more  conclusive,  aud  cooscqueutly  more  satis- 
factory, than  this.  Tbe  reader  will  be  able  to  judge  of  the 
applicability  of  this  test  of  the  truth  to  our  proper  purpose, 
whea  he  sees  every  indication  of  this  description,  made  known 
by  the  evidence  of  contcniporariesj  explained  luid  illustrated 
by  tliu  HCtuiil  state  of  the  culendar  at  tlie  time. 


i.  On  Ihe  chronohfjy  of  the  Proconttitlar  Government  of  Cuxro. 

i.  From  Am  departure  from  RoiHe  to  hi»  arricat  in  fus  I'nh 

pmee. 

The  first  of  his  epistles  which  we  shall  notice  is  one  to  At- 
ticus^,  dated  at  Tareutuu  xr  Kal.  Junias;  i.e.  April  IS 
B.  C.  51.  lie  spent  three  days,  there  or  in  the  vicinity,  (xv~ 
xii  Kal.  Jun.  April  1&-21,)   in  the    company  of  Pomp<9'*. 

•i.  490:  i.  jii.  •»  ».6.  '  *.;i  cf.  11.  .W.  Fmi.U.8. 
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On  the  xi  Kal,  Junias,  April  22,  he  set  out  to  Srundisium  <^ ; 
where  he  must  have  arrived  the  same  day  ^. 

At  Brundisium,  as  he  writes  to  Atticus «,  he  was  detained 
at  the  time  of  writing  ^  duodedmum  jam  diem,  partly  by  an 
indisposition  of  his  own,  and  partly  by  the  non-arrival  of  his 
legate  Pomtinus,  whom  he  had  expected  on  or  before  the  Ka- 
lends of  June  f.  May  2.  These  twelve  days  reckoned  from  xi 
Kal.  Jun.  April  22  would  extend  down  to  iii  Non.  Jun.  May 
4;  and  there  is  a  letter  to  Appius  (Pulchers)  his  predecessor 
in  the  government  of  his  province,  whom  he  was  going  to 
relieve,  which  shews  that  he  was  still  at  Brundisium  Fridie 
Nonas  Junias,  May  5. 

The  date  of  his  actual  departure  irom  Brundisium  is  not  on 
record.  But  it  appears  that  he  was  already  at  Actium  on 
the  xvii  Kalendas  Quinctiles  >>,  May  15 ;  from  which  we  may 
Tery  probably  conclude  that  he  must  have  set  out  the  day 
before :  May  14.  The  lunar  character  of  this  day  is  here  to 
be  taken  into  account ;  for  at  the  end  of  the  letter  to  Appius 
of  the  xi  Kal.  Junias  >,  when  he  was  waiting  for  Pomtinus,  he 
observed.  Qui  cum  venerit  quse  primum  navigandi  nobis 
facultas  data  erit  utemur.  It  will  appear  from  his  own  testi- 
mony, B.  C.  49,  that  he  did  not  like  to  venture  to  sea  towards 
the  end  of  the  moon,  or  when  it  was  approaching  to  the 
change;  i.  e.  not  imtil  after  the  change:  and  B.C.  51  the 
moon  was  new  May  4  or  5  ;  and  May  14  would  be  the  tenth 
or  the  eleventh  of  that  moon  :  and  if  he  actually  set  sail  on 
that  day  he  must  have  chosen  the  finest  time  of  the  moon  in 
the  finest  month  of  the  natural  year,  for  the  passage  from 
Brundisium  to  Actium  *. 

From  Actium  he  continued  his  journey  by  land"^ ;  and  ar- 
rived at  Athens  on  the  vii  Kalendas  Quinctiles',  May  25 : 
which  supposes  ten  days,  (May  15  to  25,)  from  Actium  to 

*  Yet  Ad  Attic,  v.  9.  be  complains  of  DOt  having  made  a  very  comfort- 
able passage ;  and  on  tbat  account  tells  him  be  bad  determined  to  travel  to 
Athens  on  foot,  or  by  land. 

c  Ibid.  loc.  cit.  s  Ad  Fam.  iii.  4. 

d  Ad  Fun.  iii.  3:4.  ^  Ad  Attic,  t.  9. 

«T.8.  tAdFam.  iii.  3. 

'Ad  Fsm.  iii.  3  Appia.  Cf.  Ad  k  Ad  Attic  t.  9. 11.  1  Ibid.  10. 
AtUc.  T.  4 :  5  :  6. 
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Atheut  by  land.  At  Athens  also  he  spent  ten  day*" 

still  for  Pomtiuus ;  but  as  he  dates  bis  depnrttire  thence  at 

last  Pridie  Nonas  Uuinctiles'*,  June  5,  wc  must  reckou  the 

day  after  his  arrival.  May  26,  the  first,  and  the  day  befon 

his  departure,  Juno  4,  the  last,  of  the  ten  days  spout  in 

Athenit. 

June  3  was  the  date  of  the  new  moon  of  June  this  year: 
and  this  contributes  to  account  for  the  fact  which  n«xt  ap* 
peart;  that  he  was  six  days  in  arriving  at  Dclos,  Juue  5-LO, 
Ncgoliuiu  lunguum  est  uavignxe,  atque  id  niense  Uuiuctili*. 
sexto  die  Deluiu  Athenis  veuimuH.  The  particoiars  of  tin 
Toyagc  foUoir.  Pridie  Nonas  Uuinctilea  (June  5)  a  Pi 
■d  Zosters  veuto  niolcsto,  qui  nos  ibidem  Nonis  (June 
tennit.  n.  d.  viii  Idns  (June  7)  a  Ceo  jucunde.  iude  Oyarum 
(Jane  8)  ssvo  rento  non  ndverso.  hinc  Scyrum  (Jutie  9), 
inde  Delum  (June  10) :  critically  on  the  nxth  day  after  the 
departure  from  Athens.  L'troque,  be  coucludes,  citius  quum 
reUemus  cursum  confecimus.  Now  by  the  Attic  calendar, 
(Period  vi.  1),  he  was  making  this  voyage  in  the  month 
Thargclion^  from  the  ^5th  to  the  30th  of  that  mouth  ;  June 
5-10,  It.  C51  ;  and  at  thtH  season  of  the  natumt  year,  to- 
wards the  end  of  this  month  and  the  bcgiTmiug  of  the  next 
to  it,  Skirrhophonon,  the  wind  called  ^Kfipam  was  wont  to 
blow;  from  which  coincidence  some  of  the  grammarians  of 
antiquity  derived  the  uawe  of  the  Attic  month  Skirrhophoriun 
ittelf.  The  direction  of  that  wind  was  'Airtl  ircrpAv  XxcipwW- 
9ti>v  near  Megnra ;  aud  we  have  ouly  to  look  into  the  miqn 
to  SCO  that  Cicero  would  have  it  behind  him  from  Ceos  to 
Delos;  in  which  part  of  the  passage  he  spoke  of  a  V«i 
wcrns,  but  not  adversus,  which  carried  him  forward  fi 
than  he  liked. 

His  next  letter  to  Atticus  is  dated  xi  Kalcudas  Sextilei 
(June  21) ;  and  he  hnd  then  just  got  to  Ephesus  :  Ephesum 
veuimua  a.d.  xi  Kalendas  .Scxt.  sexagcsimo  et  quingeutcsimo 
post  puguum  BoviUam".  navignvimus  sine  timoro  ot  sine  nau- 
sea;  scil  tardius,  propter  aphractorum  Rhodionim  imbeeilli- 
tatcm.  In  fact  he  had  been  sixteen  days  in  making 
which  might  have  been  made  in  threcp;  bnt  he  purposely: 


OS  to  I 
entnafl 
'ut«lV 


4 


>  M  Att  r.  II.  Cf.  All  Fua.  u.  8. 
n  IbM.  11. 


*  V.  1,1-    Ct  VbU  L5J1. 
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took  his  time ;  as  lie  wrote  to  Atticus  while  still  at  Delos  to 
say  he  should^l :  Jam  nosti  a^paiera  Hhodionim ;  nihil  quod 
minus  fiuctum  feire  possit.  itaque  erat  in  animo  nihil  festi- 
nare ;  Delo  nee  movere,  nisi  omnia  hcpunriplatv  ovpta  vidissem. 
He  probahly  set  oat  at  last  a  little  before  the  full  moon, 
June  17.  Bibulus,  proconsul  of  Syria  the  same  jear^  was 
later  even  than  Cicero  in  reaching  his  destination ;  as  it 
spears  that  he  left  Ephesus  for  Syria  only  Circiter  Idus 
SeztUea';  that  is  July  13. 

The  next  letter  to  Atticus  was  from  Tralles  i^ :  Dederam 
Epheso  pridie :  baa  dedi  Trallibus.  It  appears  however  from 
a  letter  to  Appius"  that  he  staid  three  days  at  Ephesus 
(June  21-24) ;  and  arrived  at  Tralles  on  the  vi  Eal.  Sextiles 
(June  26) :  and  consequently  must  have  been  two  days  on 
the  road;  which,  as  Ephesus  and  Tralles  were  40  Roman 
miles  direct =45  by  road,  asunder,  would  be  nothing  impro- 
bable. He  must  therefore  have  written  one  of  the  letters  to 
Atticus*  on  the  day  of  the  departure  £rom  Ephesus  (June 
25),  and  the  otbero  on  the  day  of  the  arrival  at  Tralles 
(June  26.) 

At  this  time  he  was  expecting  to  reach  his  province  before 
the  Kalends  of  Sextilis  (July  1) :  In  provincia  mea  fore  me 
putabam  Kal.  Sextilibus.  ex  ea  die  si  me  amas  -jiapihiiyfia 
hnavTov  commovetoo.  And  that  he  was  travelling  in  the 
summer,  in  the  hottest  season  of  the  year,  appears  from  the 
same  letter" :  Nunc  iter  conficiebamus  sestuosa  et  pulveru- 
lenta  via:  viz.  from  Ephesus  through  Tralles  to  Laodicea. 
He  continues  in  the  same  strain  to  the  end  of  this  letter" : 
Habes  epistolam  plenam  festinationis  et  pulveris.  Our  ca- 
lendar explains  all  this.  He  was  travelling  between  June  25 
and  July  1 ;  i.  e.  critically  at  midsummer. 

ii.   On  the  chronology  of  Cicero's  Proconmlar  Government. 

ii.  From  the  time  qfhia  arrival  in  his  province. 
The  next  letter  announces  his  arrival  in  the  province*'; 
Laodiceam  veni  pridie  Kaleadas  Sextiles.  ex  hoc  die  clavum 

■ertations  on  the  PrincipleB,   &c.   It.  "  Ad  Attic,  v.  14. 

193  note.   App.  xix.  and  our  Prolego.  *  Ad  Fnin.  iii.  5. 

mens,  35S)  note.  '  v.  13.  u  lb.  14. 

•>  J.  iz.  *  lb.  15.    Cf.  Ad  Fun.  iii.  5. 

r  Ad  Fvn.  xt.  3. 
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anni  naorebis.  His  proconsular  year  tlicrefore  is  to  be  redc- 
oned  from  tliia  date,  June  30  B.  C.  51,  as  he  repeatedly  ob- 
Ben'es  himself*,  dowu  to  the  day  before  it,  iii  Kal.  Soxtil»7 
U.C.  TOt,  June  18  JJ.C.  50,  or  iiii  Kal.  Sextiles,  June  17, 
as  the  present  rending  in  Iiis  tc^it  has  it  in  another  instance*. 

LaodiTOii  being  70  Roman  luilcs  direct,  7H  by  road,  dis- 
tant from  Tralles ;  if  he  arrived  at  Tralles  only  on  June  26, 
though  he  had  spent  merely  part  of  a  day  there,  he  conld 
»carcely  have  got  to  Laodicca  before  June  30.  From  Lao- 
dicea  he  set  out  on  the  iii  Nonas  Sextiles"  (July  3) ...  In 
Castra  iu  Lycautiiaui :  so  that  he  might  have  passed  three 
days  (either  wholly  or  in  part)  at  Laodicea;  as  he  binisclf,  in 
the  next  to  Atticu8>>,  gives  us  to  understand  he  did  :  though 
in  n  suhaequcjit  letter  to  him*",  and  in  one  to  Cato"",  his  stay 
there  is  put  at  two  day:i  only ;  jirubabl}'  two  days  complete. 
These  tiifling  inconsistencies  in  the  different  parts  of  his  con 
respondcncc,  though  relating  to  the  same  matters  of  fact,  are 
not  of  much  importance.  The  actual  arrival  ad  casira,  Utat 
is  at  Iconiuni,  at  last  is  dated  vii  Kaleudas  Septembres  (July 
S4);  so  that,  if  we  Hssume  the  date  of  the  departure  from 
Laodicea  July  3,  he  was  21  days  in  getting  there.  Xow  it 
appciurv  from  the  same  epistles'*  that  in  the  course  of  this  ia- 
ter^'al  three  days  at  Itast  were  passed  at  Apamea,  t/tree  at 
Synnada.  and  three  if  not  more  at  Philomeltnm  ;  nine  or  /en 
in  all :  and  that  ten  were  afterwards  passed  at  Iconium  i 
making  up  a  sum  total  of  Htueleen  or  twenty  at  least.  And 
as  the  eutire  distance  from  Laodicea  to  Iconium,  through 
these  ditfereut  cities,  traced  ou  the  map,  would  not  be  less 
than  260  Uomau  miles  diiect,  292  by  road  at  teast  {^12 
days'  journey  at  the  rate  of  2 1  miles  a  day) ;  it  is  clear  that 
21  days,  i9+12,)  at  least  would  be  wanted  both  for  the 
journey  from  Laodicea  to  Iconium,  and  for  stoppages  on  the 
road  :  so  that  if  he  left  the  former  on  July  3  he  contd  not 
have  arrived  at  the  latter  before  July  24, 

It  is  not  our  iuteutiou  to  trace  his  movements  day  by  day 
in  his  province,  all  through  this  proconsular  year,  even  if  that 


'  Ad  Attic  V.  lA-io.  ai :  Ai)  t^m. 
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could  be  done;  but  only  at  certain  periods  of  its  duration. 
It  was  the  military  season,  properly  so  called,  at  this  time ; 
the  (estiva  of  the  year.  Cicero  was  now  on  his  way  to  tlie 
army  under  his  command,  which  was  encamped  in  summer 
quarters  near  Iconium ;  but  he  had  not  yet  set  out  from 
Iconium  to  proceed  to  head  quarters  before  iii  Nonas  Se- 
ptembresf,  August  1 ;  or  at  least  before  the  Kal.  SeptembresB, 
July  30,  or  Pridie  Kalendas^,  July  29 ;  for  on  this  point 
there  is  some  variation  in  the  statements  of  his  different 
epistles,  according  to  the  present  reading  of  the  text  in  each. 
He  was  still  at  Iconium,  when  the  messengers  of  Antiochus 
kmg  of  the  Comagene  arrived  there,  either  on  the  Kalends 
of  September',  July  30,  or  iii  Non.  Septembres'',  August  1. 
And  if  he  arrived  at  Iconium  July  24,  and,  (aa  we  have  seen,) 
spent  ten  days  there,  he  could  not  have  left  it  for  the  camp 
before  August  3  at  the  earliest ;  whence  we  iflay  very  pro- 
bably infer  that  the  actual  day  of  his  departure  was  Aug.  3, 
and  that  the  date  which  occurs  in  one  of  his  letters',  (Castra 
movi  ab  Iconio  Pridie  Kalendas  Septembres.)  ought  to  be 
corrected  by  reading  Pridie  Nonas  Septembres  (August  2.) 
In  -any  case  he  both  was  and  had  been  some  time  in  actual 
motion  on  the  xiii  Kal.  Octobres"  (August  16);  and  was 
already  at  Cybistra  on  the  xi  Kal.  Octobres"  (August  18): 
and  as  the  distance  from  Iconium  to  Cybistra  was  155  Ro- 
man miles  direct=:17'5  by  road,  12  or  13  days'  march  at  14 
miles  a  day,  he  could  not  have  arrived  at  Cybistra  before 
August  14  or  15,  xv  or  xiv  Kalendas  Octobres.  It  is  doubt- 
ful, as  his  text  stands  at  present",  whether  he  was  three  days 
at  Cybistra  or  jffve :  but  in  two  instances"  his  stay  there  is 
stated  At  five  days ;  and  the  above  reckoning  from  August  14 
(xv  Kal.  Octobres)  to  August  18  (xi  Kal.  Octobres)  implies 
that  it  must  have  been^rc  days.  Now  in  the  letter  to  Atti- 
cusP  written  before  this  time,  in  which  he  refers  to  the  letter 
to  the  senate^  as  already  written,  he  observes :    Delectus 


'  Ad  Attic.  V.  20!  Ad  Fam,  iv.  3.  »  Ad  Attic,  v.  18, 19,  jo  ,   cf.  vi.  i : 
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babetur  ciWum  Romanorum :  fniinfntmu  ex  agri«  iii  locn  tuta 
comportatur.  The  banest  tbeu  was  ready,  but  not  vot  k- 
cured,  ill  the  parts  abuut  Cybistm.  bDtweeu  August  14  aud 
Aupistlfi  B.C.  51  ;  iind  if  we  fotisirtcr  tiic  hititude  orthme 
quarters  and  their  proximity  to  the  Mons  Taurus,  that  «ill 
a|)[>car  to  be  only  natural  and  consistent. 

His  arrival  at  Tarsus  is  dated  n.  d.  Hi  Nona*  Octobrea', 
September  1.  It  was  (13  Roman  miles  direct,  ir>l  by  road  at 
least,  frum  C}'histra  to  Tarsus,  not  less  than  eight  days'  march : 
and  it  nould  probably  actually  take  up  several  more:  as  the 
mad  lay  through  a  moimtiiinaus  aud  diSiciilt  countrr ;  irhidi 
he  probably  could  not  have  marchetl  over  at  a  greater  rate  tliaa 
eight  or  nine  miles  a  day =12  or  13  days  in  all*.  Wc  have  ihca 
the  account  of  the  assault  made  on  the  iiihabitnntt  of  thc*c 
fastnesses  in  the  Mons  Amauu^t :  which  it  itecms  took  place 
in  pai*!  by  night,  as  Cicero  writes  to  C'lito* :  Cumquc  mc  clo- 
cederc  nb  cu  montc  siuiu]a!)!tein...nbestiem(]ue  nb  Amano  iter 
uniiis  diei  ct  cnstm  npud  Kpiplmuiam  fccisscm;  ii.d.  qua^ 
tnm  Idus  Octobris  (Sept.  K)  cum  advc«)»era8ceret  expedito 
excrcttu  itn  noctu  iter  feci  ut  a.  d.  tcrtium  Idus  Octobres 
(Scpt.O)  cum  lucisccret  in  Aoianura  adscenderom*.  There  i» 
not  indeed  any  allusion  here  to  the  nioou ;  but  for  the  insrch 
previously  and  the  aacent  of  the  mountain  between  midnight 
and  daybreak  fuoonlight  would  be  ucccssary.  The  moou  was 
eclipsed  Sept.  15  at  13. 15  a.m.  Paris,  B.  C.  51.  fir  our  ca- 
lendar it  was  new  August  30  or  31.  Consequently  nine  or 
ten  days  old  September  9 :  and  therefore  setting  about  day- 
break. Cicero  made  his  night  march  so  as  to  have  the  benefit 
t)f  moonlight  while  on  the  road,  and  to  come  on  the  eoemjr 
just  before  daylight,  as  the  moon  was  setting. 

The  last  operation  of  the  campaign  was  the  siege  and  cap- 
ture of  Pindenissuni",  a  stronghold  of  tlie  Elcutliero-Ciliees. 
Id  the  letter  to  Atticus"  its  reduction  is  dated  on  the  47tli 

*  Ad  Auiv.  r.  i(>.  *i.  i.  being  compartd  utgrtlivr  lead  to  the  tafenoee 
thaiCtecro  Mt  otit  from  C'ybiMra  on  the  x  Kid.Uct.  (Augiut  i9)wrUiaiwit 
day  .^ugiict  }0.  1»  which  osc  if  be  arrircd  stTiuiut  va  the  iii  Noo.  Oct. 
(SqiL  1.)  be  wan  ariuuUy  13  days  od  the  road. 
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day  after  it  began  to  be  besieged  (Septimo  et  qnadrafjesinio 
die) ;  in  that  to  Cato*  on  the  57th  (Septimo  quinquagcsiino) : 
and  this  seems  to  have  been  the  true  date.  For  it  was  taken 
at  last  on  the  Saturnalia",  Dec.  17  Roman,  Nov.  12  Julian. 
Cicero  was  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  Sept.  9  previously ; 
and  according  to  one  of  his  accouuta"  spent  four  days  thcro, 
according  to  the  other"  five,  before  he  moved  again ;  Sept. 
9-13  at  least.  Reckon  on  57  days  from  Sept.  13,  and  you 
come  to  Nov.  9,  only  three  days  before  the  date  of  the  cajiturc 
Nov.  12;  which  might  very  well  have  been  taken  up  in 
marching  to  the  spot,  and  making  preparations  for  the  siege. 
The  Saturnalia  Tertia  (Nov.  14)  are  meiitioued  after  this^^, 
when  the  sale  of  the  prisoners  or  captives,  intended  for  slaves, 
was  going  on  ;  and  this  proves  that  the  Saturnalia  had  three 
days  at  least  at  this  time,  U.  C.  703  B.  C.  51. 

And  here  he  closes  the  account  of  his  military  proceedings 
for  the  year.  Hinc  exercitum  in  hiberua  agri  male  pacati 
deducendum  Quinto  fratri  dabam  :  ipse  me  Laodieeam  reei- 
piebamr.  He  had  kept  the  field  until  Nov.  14  at  least.  Again 
in  an  epistle,  written  on  tlie  Ides  of  February ',  in  the  next 
consular  year,  U.  C.  704,  (Jan.  5  B.  C.  50,)  he  observes  :  Ego 
ffistivis  confectis  Q.  fratrem  hibemis  et  Cihcia:  pra'fcci.  The 
time  of  the  year  explains  this ;  for  the  campaign  would  natu- 
rally come  to  an  end  by  the  middle  of  November. 

But  though  he  spoke  of  his  intending  to  return  to  Laodicea^, 
as  early  as  November  14,  it  does  not  appear  that  he  left  Tarsus 
for  that  purpose  before  the  Nones  of  January,  Nov.  29*.  And 
in  the  account  of  his  journey  through  Asia  between  that  date 
and  the  Ides  of  February  (Nov.  29  B.  C.  51  and  Jan.  5  B.  C. 
50)  he  alludes  to  a  Faroes,  a  famine  or  scarcity,  as  existing  at 
the  time:  Messis  enim  nulla  fuerat.  And  if  that  had  been 
the  ease  in  August  or  September,  the  consequent  scarcity 
must  already  have  begun  to  be  felt  in  November  or  De- 
cember. 

At  the  time  too  of  this  letter  of  the  Idea  of  February,  (Jan. 

*  Ad  Attic,  v.  21  he  arrived  at  Laodicea  either  od  the  iii  Id.  Feb.  (Jao. 
3  B.  C.  50)  or  before  that  day.     He  waa  there  on  that  day. 
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5  B.  C.  50,)  from  Luoflicca*,  he  tclla  Attictm  tliat  he  was  not 
to  expect  any  letters  from  Quiiitus,  (\vh  In  kibcruis  tratu 
Taui'um  or  tmDS  Am»iiuni  nswe  hareseeii,  Nov.  14  It.C- 51t) 
hcfortr  the  tiioiith  of  June  Itomim;  A  Quintu  frntre  liis  meo- 
stbus  uihil  uxsiJCCHiris,  imni  Taurus  [iroptcr  nivcs  iiiito  mensem 
Juiiiuni  traiiniri  mm  itutcst"  :  that  is  not  until  April  'Z\  B.  C. 
50,  a  month  later  than  the  veninl  equinox ;  by  which  time 
the  passage  over  Mount  Taurus  might  again  be  open. 

Ui.  On  the  chronology  of  the  Procontmlar  Government  of  Cicero. 
iii.  hyotn  the  end  of  his  year  to  his  return  to  Italy. 

It  remains  then  biiefly  to  consider  the  chronology  of  his 
return  from  his  province,  U.  C,  70i  B.  C.  50. 

For  this  purpose  Vic  shall  pass  over  the  interval  devoted  to 
the  transaction  of  forensic  business^  (at  Lnodicea)  ;  which 
appears  to  hare  extended  from  the  Ides  of  February  to  the 
Kalends  of  May  U.  C,  704,  January  5  to  March  21  11.  C.  50. 
According  to  a  letter  to  Tlicrniuse  he  was  contemplating* 
departure  from  Lnodicea  to  Cilicia,  about  the  Kalendt  of 
May,  March  21 ;  Kgo  in  Ciliciam  proScisci  cogito  drciter 
KatcnduH  Moii :  according  to  one  to  Ceeliua  ^,  on  the  .Von/v 
of  May,  March  27  ;  Mihi  erat  iu  auimo profirisci  in  Ci- 
liciam Xouis  Mail ct  cum  prima  tcstiva  adtigisscm  mili- 

tarcmquc  rem  collocasaem  dcccdcrc  ex  senntuH  consulto.  And 
he  says  the  snnie  thing  to  Alticus*:    Nonis  Mali  in  Ciliciam 

cogitnbam  :  ibi  cum  Juuiuui  mensem  consumsissem Quiu- 

ctilem  iu  reditu  poucrc.  And  it  is  probable  that  he  actwilly 
»et  out  OD  that  day  :  thougli  iu  two  letters  wi-itten  before'  be 
seemed  to  think  that  he  might  be  detained  at  Lnodicea  until 
the  Ides  of  May. 

He  arrived  at  Tarsns  Nonis  Juiiiis  s,  April  25  ;  and  at  the 
cud  of  that  letter  there  is  a  postscript :  iliec  festiaaus  scnpsi 
in  itiaere  atque  in  agmine.  There  is  a  letter  to  CocUus  after 
thisli,  dated  x  Kalendas  Quinclilcs,  May  11,  when  he  was 
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still  in  Cilicia  In  castris :  and  one  to  Atticus',  written  33  days 
before  the  end  of  liis  year  (June  18),  consequently  May  16. 
And  there  is  one  to  Caniniua  his  qusestor  ^,  dated  at  Tarsus 
a.  d.  xvi  Kal.  Sextilea,  (June  5,)  consequently  still  in  CiHcia. 
The  true  date  of  his  departure  from  his  province,  though  not 
from  Asia,  in  fact  was  iii  Nonas  Sextiles,  June  33  B.  C.  50 : 
Decedent!  mihi  et  jam  imperio  annuo  terminate  ante  diem  iii 

Nonas  Sextiles  cum  ad  Sidam  navi  adcederem litters  a 

meis  sunt  redditte^ :  and  it  is  observable  that  if  he  was  going 
to  embark  at  that  time  it  was  not  before  the  change  of  the 
moon.    The  moon  was  new  June  21  or  32  B.  C.  50. 

This  seems  to  have  been  the  true  date  of  his  departure ; 
and  reckoning  irom  that  date  he  might  have  calculated  on 
being  at  Athens  some  time  in  September  Roman,  (July  19  to 
August  17,)  as  he  appears  to  have  thought  he  should  be, 
when  he  wrote  to  Atticus  at  the  beginning  of  May  Roman 
before'".  But  the  Roman  September  this  year  was  falling 
critically  witbin  the  stated  time  of  the  blowing  of  the  Etesian 
winds  :  and  that  he  contemplated  also  the  possibility  of  hia 
being  retarded  by  those  winds  appears  from  a  letter  toCoelius° ; 
Ego  nisi  quid  me  Etesise  morabuntur  celeriter  ut  spero  vos 
videbo.  Accordingly  it  seems  that  by  the  Pridie  Kal.  Octo- 
bres°,  August  16,  he  had  got  no  further  than  Ephesus ;  though 
nothing  is  mentioned  to  account  for  his  having  made  so  little 
progress  ou  his  way  homeward,  since  June  33,  (if  he  actually 
put  to  sea  on  that  day,)  except  a  visit  to  Rhodes?,  in  order  to 
see  the  two  young  Ciceros,  (his  own  and  his  brother's  son,) 
both  of  whom  were  studying  there  at  this  time.  And  even 
before  that  visit  the  Etesian  winds  had  set  in ' :  Ego  si  me 
navigatio  non  morabitur,  quee  incurrebat  in  ipsos  Etesias, 
propediem  te  ut  spero  videbo :  and  after  it  they  were  still 
continuing  to  blow  :  Etsi  Etesiae  valde  reflant  s —  Nos  Etesiffi 
vehementissime  retardarunt.  detraxit  ix  ipsos  dies  etiam 
aphractus  Rhodiorum  *> :  from  which  it  follows  that  he  had 
lost  more  than  twenty  days  on  the  way  from  Rhodes  to 

'  vi.  j.  P  Ibid.  vi.  7.     Cf.  t.  1 7 :  18  :  10.  p. 

■>  Ad  Fam  ii.17.    Cf.  iii.  ti.  613:   Ad  Fani.  ii.  1 7  :  De  Claris  Oratt. 

'  Ibid.  iii.  u.  ad  Brutum,   1,  i.     Plutarch,  Cicero, 

<°  vi.  3.  cir.  fia.  xisvi. 

■>  Ad  Fun.  ii.  15  ad  fin.  '  Ad  Fam.  zv.  1 1. 

o  Ad  Attic,  vi.  8 1  cf.  x.  11.  ■  Ad  Attic,  vi.  7.         ■■  Ibid.  11. 
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KphcMii)  onljr ;  tlie  Etcsiw  liloving  ntl  tho  while :  as  tbey 
would  dn  fVoni  July  27  to  August  16  at  Icjut. 

He  left  Iij)lic*ui  liowever  at  Inst  Kalenrtis  Octobribtu, 
A'lguot  17.  Kat.  Octubr.  Kphcsi  consccndentcs  hnnc  epUto- 
lam  ilL-tlituus  L.  Tarqiiitio,  niiiiul  e  portu  egrcdienti  led  ei- 
jicditius  uiivi^iili.  iiuu  Rlioilioriiin  npbractiBccterisquc  lougit 
oavibus  trHiiquintUtcs  auHpicjituri  cramus.  ita  tamuD  jirope- 
rnbamuH  tit  non  ponset  mngia'.  He  vns  sotting  out  two  or 
three  days  I^fure  tlic  new  luoon,  August  19  or  20. 

IIo  landed  in  the  PineusPridie  Idu*  Octobrc»*=,  Augti»t30; 
liaving  been  fourteen  dnvB  iu  uiukiug  the  passage:  and  be 
ooinplaino  to  'rcrciitia  of  the  (leUiys,  caused  by  the  winiU, 
down  to  tbnt  time  itself;  Pridic  Idua  Octobres  Athenaa  ve- 
uiitius,  cuiii  »ine  lulrerais  ventia  im  esscmus,  tardeijuc  ct  in- 
commode niivij^iaaemna'.  Nor  did  the  Ktesians  usually  cea^e 
before  t!ie  beginning  of  September. 

He  wrote  to  AtticuB  from  Athens  on  the  Ides  of  October'', 

Augost  31,  the  dny  oflcr  Tuti  ai-rivnl ;  and  to  Tereutia  on  the 

XV  Kal.Kov.  Sefitembor  :i',  four  days  later  :  and  he  reckoned 

at  that  time  on  being  agiiin  in  Itnly  Cireiter  Idus  Xovombres'^ 

Scjit.  2Q,     But  tlic  ditto  of  his  nctuiil  landing  at  Itruntlisjutn 

wflsi  the  vii  Kideiidiifi  Dccembres"",  Octolicr  10;  Brundisium 

veniiuus  vii  Kal.  Uccembres  ;  u^i  tua  felicitate  navigandi:  it* 

belle  nobis 

Flnvil  all  Epiru  Ivnistitmiu  Oncl»e»niitc«i>, 

Tliis  day  wns  the  23nl  luna;  tho  moon  tiaving  been  new 
September  18. 

The  whole  of  ibis  part  of  his  retnm  might  be  traced,  if  ne- 
ccasnry,  in  the  Epistles  to  Tiro",  from  the  iii  Nonas  Novem. 
bre»,  (Sept.  19,)  at  lca»t,  when  be  arrived  at  Leucas.  down  to 
this  day,  vii  Kal  Dec.  (Oct.  10)  when  he  lauded  at  Brundisium 
Hora  r/uarta,  as  he  lell»  Tiro  \\  Uut  it  is  not  nece^sart'.  We 
will  observe  only  that  Tiro  himself  had  been  left  behind  him 
at  I*atra5,  stckl:  and  Cicero  ex]wete(l  it  would  be  several 
days  before  he  could  be  well  enough  again  to  follow  hira :  an 
indeed  it  wns.    Itesidcs  the  regard  to  bis  health  and  conva- 


'  Ad  Allic.  rL  8. 
^   Itihl.  9:  ct.  *ii.  I. 
■  Atl  I'aiu.  ilr.  5  I  ct,  I'tucnlMiir,  v. 
6t  11. 
»  A*\  Attli-.  vii. )  ;  (t,  Alt  FtaB.  Ji:«l. 


5  All  TifMiipiii. 

■  Si-i-  tol.  i  ]i+.  imMv. 

■*  Ad  raiii.  i^i.  1—9.         i>  llMd.  9. 

1  CT.  All  AlUr.  vlL  s.     AUq  ^Ij. 
vtiCTi  he  »e«.iu*  tQ  \ia\t  kegn  to  b«  ilL 
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lescence  then,  which  he  repeatedly  urges  upon  him  in  the 
most  affectionate  manner",  he  reminds  him  of  the  winter, 
and  of  the  risk  which  he  might  have  to  encounter  from  the 
voyage  alone  at  that  season  of  the  year  *■ ;  Cautus  sis  mi  Tiro, 
mare  magnum  et  difficile  tibi  restate.  This  letter  was  not 
written  before  October  12 ;  and  at  that  time  the  winter 
might  be  expected  soon  to  set  in  *. 

Section  III. — Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  vii.  16.354  days. 

U.  C.  705  Varr.  U.  C.  704  Cap.  U.  C.  703  Polyb.   B.  C.  50-49- 


C.  Claudius  Marcellus 

L.  Cornelius  Lentulus  Crua. 


Kalendse  Januarice  Nov.  14  B.  C.  ^o.  Nundinal  Char.  4. 


Thia  year  was  the  first  of  the  civil  war  of  Caesar  and 
Pompey.  We  have  found  it  of  scFvice  for  the  illustration  of 
our  Macedo-Hellenic  Calendar,  and  of  the  lunar  reckoning 
followed  by  Lucan  in  his  Fharsalia ;  and  some  of  the  parti- 
culars belonging  to  the  beginning  of  thia  year,  (which  must 
otherwise  have  been  adduced  and  considered  at  present,} 
because  of  this  connection  also  with  a  distinct  calendar  are 
purposely  reserved  for  a  future  opportunity. 

It  is  however  in  our  power  to  illustrate  and  verify  the 
details  of  our  Eoman  calendar  for  this  particular  year  by 
many  additional  proofs ;  the  sources  of  which  are  the  Epistles 
of  Cicero  and  the  data  furnished  therein :  and  in  pursuance 
of  the  plan  which  we  began  with  laying  down,  (that  of  authenti- 
cating every  year  of  the  last  cycle  of  the  Irregular  Period  of 

*  Sc&liger,  De  Emendatiotie,  ii.  187  D,  obsen*es  on  this  subject :  Cum 
ig^tur  ex  iis  quie  supra  digputata  sunt  pateat  Januarium  priscum  in  Octo- 
brem  Julianum  temporibus  ultimU  conveniBse ;  miraberis  tacieu  Cicero- 
nem  Tiroai  ucribentem  mense  Noveinbri  hibemam  navigationem  eo  tem- 
pore timere  :  atque  adeo  ipsi  Tironi  interdicere  Novembri  hiberno  mense 
narigare.  quod  quid  cujuBve  modi  sit  qu^erendum  relinquimua.  It  would 
indeed  hare  been  a  contradiction  to  ta]k  of  winter  in  November,  if  January 
was  falling  in  October.  But  in  reality  January  was  now  falling  partly  in 
November  partly  in  December. 

oiXKudt.  '  Ad  Fam.  zri.  6.  *  Ibid.  9.   Cf.  zvi.  11  ad  fin. 
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the  c&leudar  I>,t  proper  ainrt  independent  IfstimoniM,  espe- 
cially aB  we  drew  near  to  the  time  of  the  Julian  correction,) 
we  shall  proceed  to  do  this  iu  the  present  itiBtuice,  as  brieiljr 
indeed  ns  mny  lie  possible,  yet  as  much  in  detail  also  and  u 
circuinstautinlly  na  the  necessity  uf  the  case  may  require, 

i.  On  tfie  date  of  the  evacuation  of  Rom*  ttff  Pompey. 

There  is  n  letter  to  Atticus  *,  (written  on  or  about  the  tT 
KiO.  Jan.  in  the  precMling  consular  year  IT.  C.  704.  No%-.  9 
B.C.  50,)  iu  which  Ciceru  nllude*  to  a  speech  of  Autony'f, 
(now  one  of  the  tribune*  of  tbu  people,)  dciirured  on  llio  x 
Kal.  Jnn.  Nov.  5  before ;  i.  c.  eleven  dnys  afler  his  entrance 
on  officej  iv  Idua  Dec.  October  25. 

Cicero  hinisr-lf  irturned  to  Rome  for  the  first  time  afl( 
his  lauding  in  Italy  again  (vii  Knl.  Dcccmbres,  October  10^3 
as  vc  have  seen.)  I'ridie  Xonas  Jauuariaso;  consequently  on 
the  day  after  his  omi  hirthilay,  when  he  entered  on  bis  SSth 
yenr  in  Roman  time,  lie  arrived  in  the  midst  of  the  angry 
di«pnte9  nliieh  liad  bct^ii  going  on  ever  since  the  commence- 
ment of  tlic  Trihnntcian  year,  between  the  partizans  of 
Ciesar  represented  by  tn'o  of  the  Tribunes  of  the  yciir,  An- 
tonins  and  Cii^xius,  and  one  of  those  of  the  Innt  year,  Curio, 
And  the  p:trti»ui9  of  tLe  veuate  and  Pompey.  Ue  was  there- 
fore on  the  spot  at  llome  when  all  three,  Antony  Cassius 
and  Ctirio,  under  a  real  or  a  jirctcnded  ajiprehension  for  their 
peraoniil  anfety  ^,  took  their  de|>nrture  from  llome  at  mid- 
night on  the  vii  Idus  Jannnriaa  (November  20)  to  escape  to 
Ornnr :  and  he  himH>lf  announces  that  fact  to  Tiro  in  a  letter 
dated  Pridie  Idus*  (November  25)  when  they  had  been  five 
days  gone;  and  when,  aa  v.e  hope  to  shew  on  some  future 
opportunity,  they  had  already  arrived  at  Ai'imiuum,  and 
were  found  there  by  Cicsar  himself  only  the  next  day.  Fur 
this  day,  November  '2'i,  na  we  hope  to  shew,  was  the  day  ou 
the  night  of  wliich  he  crossed  the  Rubicon;  and  the  day 
after,  November  2C,  wiu  that  on  the  morning  of  which  he 
ocaipicd  Anminum.     7%m  was  the  decl.iration  of  war  on  bts 


Ct   Ad    Psm.   ji*i.    to, 
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Dio, 


t  »iL   8. 
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■  Ad  Cam.  ift.  ii  Ttioni. 
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t&.  1-4-     tA\-%.  cU.     A[>|>i..n,  H.  C, 
.13-  riuUrrli,  LKtar,  xxa.    ADioniiMR 
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»  Ad  Fbib.  iTi.  11.  ■ 
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part;  the  beginning  of  the  appeal  to  arms,  the  first  overt  act 
of  hostility ;  and  aa  soon  as  the  news  of  it  reached  Rome  it 
drove  away  Pompey,  the  consuls,  the  senate,  and  Cicero 
among  the  rest,  by  an  hasty  and  precipitate  flighty. 

The  question  is  only  At  what  time  the  first  news  of  this 
act  of  Caesar's  would  arrive  at  Rome  ?  It  is  in  our  power  to 
deojonstrate,  by  means  of  the  analogy  of  recent  instances  of 
the  fact  itself,  that  to  bring  tidings  of  any  kind  from  Ari- 
minum  to  Rome,  and  with  whatsoever  degree  of  despatch, 
would  require ^t'C  days'  time.  If  then  Ariminum  was  actu- 
ally occupied  by  C^sar  on  the  Ides  of  January,  November 
26,  the  news  of  its  occupation  might  be  received  at  Rome, 
by  great  exertions  of  si>ced,  on  the  xiv  Kal.  Februarias,  No- 
vember 30,  but  not  before.  And  on  this  day  it  does  appear 
to  have  been  received. 

The  mind  of  Forapey  having  been  previously  made  up  with 
regard  to  the  expediency  of  protracting  the  contest,  and  con- 
sequently of  evacuating  the  city;  and  all  bis  measures  hav- 
ing been  secretly  directed  with  a  view  to  such  a  contingency ; 
the  arrival  of  these  tiding.s  from  Ariniinura  would  be  only 
the  signal  for  his  own  departure  from  Rome :  and  in  all  pro- 
bability the  very  same  day.  Accordingly  there  is  a  letter  of 
Ciccro''8  to  Atticus^,  in  which  he  tells  him  he  had  seen  him 
on  this  very  day,  xiv  Kal.  Februarias,  November  SO,  plenum 
/ormidinis  ;  which  there  is  no  reason  why  wo  should  not  sup- 
pose to  be  a  simple  description  of  the  alarm  and  apprehen- 
sion produced  by  the  news  just  received.  The  letter  con- 
tinues: lUo  ipso  die  sensi  quid  agcrct :  which  is  a  very  sig- 
nificant intimation  that  he  actually  quitted  Rome  the  same 
day.  Nee  unqnam  aliud  in  alio  peccare  destitit;  nihil  inte- 
rim ad  me  scribere  nihil  nisi  fugam  cogitare:  which  is  not 
to  be  understood  of  what  passed  between  them  at  Rome  on 
the  xiv  Kal.  Pebr.  but  of  the  policy,  language,  and  con- 
duct of  Pompey  ever  after,  down  to  the  time  when  he  left 
Italy  itself. 

Further  on  in  this  same  epistle  *,  (which  contains  extracts 

from  various  letters  of  Atticus'  to  Cicero,)  quoting  from  one 

of  these,  of  the  date  of  x  Kalendas  Februarias,  (December  4,) 

he  aubjoins :  Hsec  scribis  post  diem  quortum  quam  ab  urbe 

'  cr.  Ibid.  I  J.     Philippica,  ii.  31,51-31,53.  '  iz.  10. 


rin^H 
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(liBccssimiis.     If  ao,  the  date  of  Cicero's  departure  from  the 
city  flixl  no  doubt  of  that  of  the  itcnatc  in  general  was  the 
xiii  Kal.  Fchruarias,  December  1  :    and  as  it  appears  from        , 
Appinu  "  and  Plutarch*'  tlint  Porapcr  htmitclf  departed  the  ^| 
night  be/ure,  and  the  rest  on  the  following  morning  ;  if  0*^  ^ 
lelt  Rome  on  December  1,  /«•  roust  have  left  it  ou  Xorember 
30  :  which  confirms  our  eonclusioa  respecting  the  actual  date  ^| 
of  his  departure,  as  completely  as  can  be  desired.     Tlie  uewa  ^^ 
from    Arimiiiiira   Ihercfbre    reached   Home   November  30 ; 
Cicero  saw  Pompev'  the  same  Any,  after  it  arrived :  lie  hiin-^H 
self  (nnd  probably  the  consul-*)  left  Home  the  same  evening;  " 
the  senate,  and  the  rest  of  the  iiiHiiential  persons  who  be-       j 
lunged  to  the  same  i>arty,  the  next  morning.     Plutarch  de-  ^M 
fines  the  actual  time  of  Poropey's  departure :    Hep*  dtCkifv        i 
o^ffiai'.     The   moon   was  new    Kovcmher  16  It.  C.  50:   and 
therefore  at  the  full  November  30.     He  set  out  therefore  by 
night,  at  the  full  of  the  moon. 


ii.  On  the  date  qf  /Ac  evacuation  of  Bruudistum. 

It  wouh)  not  he  a  difiicult  undertaking,  with  the  help  of 
the  letters  of  Cicero  to  mnke  out  nearly  a  complete  diary  of 
the  procecdiags  from  this  time  forward,  xiii  Kiik-ndas  Febru- 
arias  U.  <!'.  705,  December  1  B.  C.  50 ;  for  Cicero  wrote  to 
Atticus  nlmost  every  dny ''  ■*,  and  those  letters  are  still  in 
cxiHtcnce.  But  there  is  no  necessity  to  do  this;  and  after  all 
it  would  be  a  tedious  process. 

Vie  will  observe  in  reference  to  this  subject  at  present 
only  thut  there  are  two  letters  to  Tcreutia  and  to  Tultia 
respectively:;  one  written,  from  Minturufi*  and  dated  viti 
Kalendaa  QuincfUeii,  the  other  from  Formia*  and  dated  sim- 
ply viii  IC.iIendaft :  the  tcuor  of  which  is  demonstriitive  that 
tliey  must  have  been  penned  immediately  nfler  his  ovm  ar- 
riviil  at  Forroiee  and  Mintum:e  also.  The  Jurhdictio  ora 
marltimie  was  the  post  which  had  been  assigned  to  Cicero*'; 
and  when  he  left  Rome  along  with  the  rest  it  w&s  to  repair 
to  liis  destination,  vis.  Campania.     Capua  was  his  hcad-quar- 
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ters ;  and  Capua  was  five  days'  journey  from  Rome  <>.  For- 
miEe  and  Minturnffi  were  cities  of  Campania,  on  the  road  to 
Capua  also;  the  former  three  days'  journey  at  least  irom 
Borne,  the  latter  four;  so  that  if  he  left  Eome  xiii  Kal. 
Februarias,  December  1,  he  could  not  have  been  at  For- 
mife  before  x  Kal.  Februarias  December  4,  nor  at  Minturnse 
before  ix  Kal.  Februarias  December  5.  He  was  actually  at 
Formiie  x  Kal.  Februarias''  and  at  Minturnse  viii  Kal.  Fe- 
bruariass  December  6.  When  he  himself  departed  from 
Rome  Terentia  and  Tullia  were  both  left  there  li;  and  they 
remained  at  Rome  until  the  end  of  January  Roman  at  least  ■. 
It  is  evident  therefore  that  in  the  letter  to  Terentia  viii  Ka- 
lendas  Quinctilea  must  be  in  error  for  viil  Kalendas  Febru- 
arias The  coming  over  of  Labienus  ia  mentioned  in  this 
very  letter;  and  yet  the  date  of  that  event  itself  was  not  long 
before  ix  Kal.  Februarias '',  December  5  *. 

The  correspondence  of  Cicero  consequently  after  his  de- 
parture from  Rome  would  begin  properly  with  his  arrival  at 
Formise,  on  the  x  Kal.  Februarias,  December  4.  But  we 
have  no  occasion  for  our  particular  purpose  at  present  to 
trace  it  seriatim  either  from  this  or  from  any  other  day.  We 
shall  pass  to  the  consideration  of  another  date  which  bears 
directly  on  our  proper  object ;  that  of  the  evacuation  of  Brun- 
disium,  which  left  Julius  Cxsar  in  possession  of  all  Italy. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  Roman  date  of  this  event  was  the 
Liberalia,  March  17  Roman.  It  is  agreed  too  that,  in  60 
days'  time  from  the  first  overt  act  of  aggression  on  his  part^ 
(the  occupation  of  Ariminum,)  CEesar  was  already  in  posses- 

*  Idbienus  joined  Pom[}ey  and  the  conBuls  at  Theanuni  or  Teanum  in 
Apulia  (Ad  Atlic.  vii.  13)  on  the  ix  Kal.  (Febr.).  And  Cicero  was 
aware  of  his  faavintj  left  CfEsar  viii  Kal.  when  he  wrote  to  Terentia.  But 
Teanum  was  80  miles  or  more  disunt  from  Capua :  and  still  further  from 
Minturnse.  He  must  therefore  have  come  over  some  days  before  the 
ix  Kal.  (Febr.)  if  Cicero  was  already  aware  of  the  fact  on  the  viii  KaL 
at  Minturnse.  Cf.  Ad  Attic,  viii.  11  (the  second  letter  of  Cicero  to 
Pompey  there  given)  to  see  that  it  required  7  days  to  bring  despatches 
from  Pompey  at  Canueium  to  Cicero  at  Capua.  Canusium  was  about  3q 
miles  further  from  Capua  than  Teanum. 

•  Cf.  Procopius,  Do  Bello  Gotliico,  i.  *  Ibiil.  vii.  13.  Cf.  14. 

14.  p.  74.  L  10.    Horace,  Senn.  i.  5.  i-  ^  Ibid.  11 :  13  :  14:  16  :  17.      Ad 

46:  who  reaches  (^pua  on  the  tixth  Yam.  xvi.  13. 

day.  1  Ad  Attic,  vii.  I }  I   18 ;  10:  a>.  Ad 

'  Ad  Attic,  vii.  11.  Fam.  xvLii.      ^  AdAtt.vii.  ij.  €£14. 
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sion  o^"  Ttftly '.  Reckon  on  then  60  (iftva  from  Notcmbcr  26 
B.  C.  50  nnd  yon  come  to  JauuAiy  25  B.  C.  -19 :  and  turn  to 
Jnnunry  ^j  B.C.  4-3,  in  our  caleodar  of  U.  C.  705,  anil  you 
find  it  falling  on  Afarch  17  Romiui  tlint  year,  tlie  xvi  Ka). 
Apriles,  the  stnted  dnto  of  the  Lil}cralin :  and  if  so,  the 
date  ol'  the  evacuation  of  Bninilisiuin  ulso.  Nor  caa  there 
be  any  doubt  that  by  Cawar's  being  left  muster  of  Italy  this 
cvacuntion  of  Brundigium  is  meant.  The  contest  up  to  the 
date  of  that  event  hnd  been  waged  in  Italy ;  but  after  thii 
evacuation  it  was  never  renewed  on  Italian  gronnd.  Spain, 
Epirus,  Thessaly,  Africa,  each  in  its  turn,  became  the  scene 
of  a  fresh  struggle;  hut  Italy  in  particular  never  again, 
during  this  first  civil  war,  nRer  Ponipey  had  once  left  Brun- 
disium.  The  last  of  the  sixty  days  then,  up  to  which  Cteaar 
waa  not  yet  the  undisputed  master  of  all  Italy  and  after 
which  hc!  Tvas,  must  have  been  this  day  of  the  eracnntion  of 
Brundisium  ;  and  if  that  was  really  the  Liberalia  March  17 
Roman,  U.  C.  1^'*,  and  that  of  the  occupation  of  Ariminum 
wns  the  Idea  of  January  the  same  year  previously,  ootliing 
can  bo  more  certain  than  that  there  were  00  days  from  the 
latter  of  thctc  termfl  to  the  former  in  the  Koman  calendar  of 
the  time  being,  as  there  were  from  November  25  to  January 
26  in  the  Julian  for  the  time  being  also.  X>ct  us  then  pro- 
ceed to  awcrtjiin  if  possible  Iiow  far  this  date  of  the  evacua- 
tion, (the  Liberalia  Alarch  17  Bomau  this  year,)  can  be  made 
out  from  the  contemporary  testimony  of  Cicero  or  of  Ca-sar. 
Xow  there  is  a  letter  to  Atticus""  dated  v  Kalendas  (Mar- 
tias)  Jan.  5  B.C.  40,  in  whicli  Cicero  thought  it  nras  probable 
that  Pompoy  had  already  got  1^  Hrundlsium  from  Lnccria 
by  that  day ;  and  there  is  another  to  Pompey  himself",  in 
answer  to  one  received  on  th«  iii  Kal.  (Martias)  January  7, 
in  which  it  is  taken  for  granted  that  he  must  by  that  time 
have  been  in  Brundiitiuui.  There  is  also  a  quotation  ex.tant 
from  a  letter  of  Atlicus'  to  L'iccro  himself",  dntwl  Knlcndn 
Martiis,  Jan.  0;  when  Pompey  it  is  said  was  Uuintum  jam 
diem  Brnndisii.  Consequently  he  must  have  arrircd  there 
Du  the  V  Kalendas  Martias  Feb.  2-t  Roman,  January  5 ;  at 
Cicero  conjectured  that  hc  would,    lu  like  manner  in  a  letter 


1  PInlarch,  Okwt,  xxxv  i  In.    FaBf 
pithia,  Uii  I  lidii. 


ix.  10. 
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to  AtticuaP,  dated  vii  Idus  Martiaa  Jan.  17,  Le  reckoned 
that  Csesar  also  must  have  got  to  Brundisium  by  that  day  or 
the  day  before  it;  and  that  this  calculatioa  also  waa  correct 
appears  from  a  letter  of  Cseaar  himself  to  Oppius  i ;  A.  d.  vii 
Idua  Martii  Brundisium  veni.  ad  murum  castra  posui.  Pom- 
peius  est  in  oppido. 

The  length  of  the  siege  of  Brundisium  is  stated  by  Csesar ' 
at  nine  days;  and  nine  days  are  the  interval  from  vii  Idus 
Martiaa  to  xvi  Ralendas  Apriles,  January  17  to  January  25, 
each  reckoned  inclusively :  and  that  the  last  day  must  be 
reckoned  in  these  nine  days  as  well  as  the  first  appears  from 
the  fact  that  the  city  was  evacuated  on  the  evening  of  Ja- 
nuary 25 ;  or,  as  Cfesar  himself  describea  the  time  and  the 
circumstancea  of  ita  evacuation,  silentio  and  sub  noctem^. 

The  duration  of  the  siege  then  was  only  rune  daya :  yet  in 
the  course  of  that  time  various  reports  were  circulated  affirm- 
ing the  departure  of  Pompey  at  particular  points  of  the  in- 
tervening period ';  all  of  which  of  course  were  false.  One 
of  these  is  represented  by  Cicero'^  as  followa:  Scripta  jam 
epistola  Capua  litterfe  sunt  allatee  hoc  exemplo.  Pompeiug 
mare  transiit  cum  omnibus  militibus  quos  aecum  habuit.  hie 
numervs  est  hominum  millia  xx.  et  consules  duo  et  tribuni  pie- 
bit  et  senatores  gui  Juerunt  cum  eo,  omnes  cum  uxoribus  et  li- 
beris.  conscendiase  dicitur  a.  d.  iv  Nonas  Martii  (Jan.  12). 
ex  ea  die  fiiere  Septemtrioues  venti.  naves  quibus  usus  noa 
est  omncs  aut  prsecidisse  aut  incendiase  dicunt.  de  hac  re  lit- 
terae  L.  Metello  tribuno  plebia  Capuam  allatce  sunt  ah  Clodia 
socru,  quEe  ipsa  transiit.  This  report  was  contradicted  by 
him  in  a  letter  written  on  the  Liberalia  itself*^,  (March  17 
Jan.  25) :  and  yet  it  was  so  circumstautially  enunciated  that, 
if  we  are  not  mistaken,  it  appears  to  have  imposed  on  Lucan, 
and  made  him  adopt  it  in  his  Fharsalia  as  the  actual  date  of 
the  departure. 

Cicero  himself  on  a  subsequent  occasion  ^  conjectured  that 
Pompey  would  probably  be  leaving  on  the  day  before  the 
Quinquatrus;  that  is,  March  18  Roman,  January  26 :  Fuit 

»  \x.  3.  '  rr.  KA  At.tic.  riii.  13.  16:  ix.  i,  j, 

fl  ii.  13.  3 !  Si  61  7-  ■  '''id'  '*■  6- 

'  Dc  Bello  Cmli,  i.  97:  cf.  35-29.  *  Ibid.  9:  cf.  it,  11,  13,  14. 

•  Ibid.  a7.  18.  »  Ibid.  13  :  cf.  11. 
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enim  pridic  Quinquatnu  egregia  tempestaCj  qua  Qlum  usm 
puto :  uud  ill  tliiH  conjecture  he  cau  scnrcely  be  iaid  to  Um 
been  tnistakeii,  sincu  if  Potnpey  actually  sot  out  in  the  era- 
ing  of  Mfirch  17  Koninn,  he  must  have  been  making  the  [w- 
sagc  on  the  morning  of  March  18. 

The  next  report  made  him  set  out  on  the  Ides  of  Maidi. 
Scriptn  cpiatoln  littera;  mihi  ante  liiccm  n  Lepta  Capnn  red* 
ditse  sunt.  Itlib.  Matt.  Ponipciuin  n  Iirundi»io  conaceiidiMe 
eC  CocsBretn  a.  d.  vii.  Kid.  Aprilca  Capuw  fore  7.  fiut  (be 
next  epistle  ascertains  the  true  date  of  bis  departure,  froam 
letter  of  Matins  and  Trebatius  enclosed  in  it* :  Cum  Ca{itB 
exiHsemua  in  itinerc  audiimus  Pompcium  Rrundiino  a.  d.  ivi 
Kalendas  Aprilcs  cum  omnibus  copits  quas  hnbuit  profectua 
esse:  Cicsarcm  poatero  die  (an  argument  of  the  departure 
late  the  preceding  day}  in  oppidum  introiiste :  coucionatiim 
esse:  iudc  Itomam  couteudisse.  Wc  may  dismiss  this  point 
then  as  sutliciuntly  cleared  up. 

iii.  Oa  thf  length  of  ike  month  of  Frhruariua,  U.  C.  705, 
dfducihlc  from  t/te  n/^or-«  coucltmofiM. 

As  a  corollary-  of  the  above  conclusions  it  is  to  be  inferred 
that  the  interval  beti*reen  the  date  of  tlic  occupation  of  Ari- 
miuum,  the  Ides  of  January  L'.  C  705,  and  that  of  the  cvacu- 
aliou  of  Ilnly,  the  Libcrahn,  xvi  Kal.  Apriles,  the  same  year, 
being  tiirty  daya  and  no  more,  the  monlli  of  Febmar}'  Roman 
the  same  year  must  have  had  only  27  daj-s.  The  atatement 
of  this  interval,  both  in  the  Roman  calendar  V .  C.  '07>,  and 
in  the  Julian,  B.  C.  50 — 40,  stands  as  follows. 


V,  r.  ^af .        tar*. 

In  Juiuarius  after 

tilt  Idea     . .      ..      i6 
lu  Febnuuius      ..    37 
[n  Martius    ..     ..     17 

It  C  f  Q— (0-                         PlkJ*. 

Id  Xorember  after 

the  jfitb     . .      . .       4 
Id  Ueriiiititr. .     .,     31 
In  January    ..            23 

Toul  in  Roman  nocti* 
diurnal  uinc      . .    fie 

i                   .1.11                         .      ■ 

Total  in  Julian  nvcli- 
diurosl  Uroe      . .     60 

And  this  is  entirely  consistent  irith  the  anangements  of 
our  Irregular  Roman  Calendar,  Period  vii.  Cycle  Ki,  accord- 

t  AA  Aibc  iL.  IV  •  IbuL  IS-    Cf.  Diq,  xtt,  i«.  
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ing  to  which  Februariiis  has  only  27  daya,  and  the  whole 
year  has  only  354  days.  On  tliia  principle  there  was  no  xvi 
Kalendas  -Martiaa  in  the  Roman  calendar,  U.  0.  705.  Nor 
ia  there  any  evidence  that  there  was.  On  the  contrarj', 
though  80  many  dates  in  the  months  of  January  and  Fe- 
bruary Roman  this  year  are  still  to  be  found  in  Cicero's  epi- 
stles, between  the  xiii  Kal.  Febr.  and  the  Kal.  Martias,  (prov- 
ing incontestably  that  there  could  have  been  no  intercalation 
this  year,)  the  xvi  Kalendas  Martias  occurs  no  where  in 
them.  The  xv  Kalendas  occurs",  and  the  liv  Kalendas  oc- 
curs ;  and  dates  in  abundance  between  thia  last  and  the  Ka- 
lends of  March  occur  ^ :  but  the  xvi  Kalendas  Martias  does 
not  occnr. 

A  critical  intimation  of  this  fact,  (i.  e.  of  the  absence  of 
this  particular  term  from  the  calendar  in  the  present  year,) 
appears  also,  if  we  are  not  mistaken,  in  the  following  passage 
of  the  letters  to  Atticua  " :  Etsi  quum  tu  has  litteras  legeres 
putabam  fore  ut  acirem  jam  quid  Brundisii  actum  csaet :  nam 
Canusio  viiii  Kalendas  profectus  erat  Cneius  .  .  bxc  autem 
scribebam  pridie  Nonas,  xiv  die  postquara  ille  Canusio  mo- 
verat  &c. 

On  this  principle  the  6th  of  March  Roman  (January  14) 
was  the  fourteenth  day  from  the  ix  Kal.  Februarias  inclusive. 
Beckon  this  latter  to  have  been  February  20  Roman,  Jan.  1 
Julian,  and  that  would  be  actually  the  case  :  but  not  so  if  ix 
Kal.  Febr.  was  Feb.  21  Roman.  And  though  there  is  a  vari- 
ous reading  of  viii  Kalendas  instead  of  viiii  Kalendas^  no  one 
will  consider  that  extraordinary  who  reflects  how  easily  viii 
and  viiii  might  be  confounded  one  with  the  other.  The  other 
reading  of  Pridie  Nonas  Martias  and  the  xivtb  day  since  the 
departure  from  Canusium  must  fix  this  reading  to  the  viiii 
Kal.  (Martias),  and  the  day  intended  thereby  to  the  20th  of 
the  Roman  February,  not  the  Slst.  And  this  reading  of  viiii 
(ix)  Kaleudaa  may  be  further  confirmed  as  follows. 

Pompey  was  at  Canusium  on  the  x  Kalendas  Martias '' ;  on 
which  day  he  wrote  thence  to  Cicero.  He  had  not  therefore 
at  that  time  set  out  to  Brundisium,  though  he  was  preparing 
to  do  80 ;  and  so  Cicero  understood  him  to  imply.     The  ac- 

•  Ad  Attic.  Tiii.  ii,i3.        >■  Ibid.  a.  5,6.  9.  ii,  11.        *  Ibid.  ix.  1. 
'  Ibid,  viii  II. 
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tcuU  dnte  of  bis  departure  is  declared  in  tlie  Ibllowii^  fm- 

sn^  to  Atticus*^:  I'!otlem  cuiiu  die  video  Cai^arem  a  Cot- 
finio  pott  meridiem  profcetnm  e«se,  id  est  Fvralifius,  quo 
Cauusio  nmnc  Pumpcius.  Tbat  i»,  hy  a  siogitlar  coincidcucc 
both  bcfjau  their  mnrch  to  ItruDfli^ium  on  tbe  siime  dny,  tbe 
Ftral'mi  Poropcy  from  Caniuium  iu  Llie  wonitug,  CsBssr 
from  Corliuium  in  tlic  anernoon. 

TIic  dnte  of  the  Fr;ralin,  from  the  time  of  the  DccemTinl 
correction,  ns  ire  Unvc  secn^,  wns  the  ix  Kalcndas  Hsniu; 
though  before  it  might  have  been  the  xi  Ktdcndns  ^t&riiu. 
If  Pompcy  then  act  out  from  Caiiusitnn  on  the  Feralia,  he 
must  have  done  so  on  tbe  ix  Knleudas  Mtirti»s;  mid  aa  ht 
wns  stiil  nt  CaiiuKiuin  on  the  x  Kalendiis  Martias,  it  is  clear 
that  he  could  not  huvL'  set  out  before  the  ix  Kalendos. 

The  proceedings  at  Corfinium  also,  before  and  after  \u 
capture  by  Cwsnr,  here  generally  referred  to,  confirm  this 
date  of  Pomper's  departure  from  Cnnusioro.  We  learn  fran 
Caesar  hiniself'  that  he  was  dctnincd  before  CoHiuium  Sc< 
ptem  omiiitio  dies'*;  and  the  seventh  day  must  have  been  that 
of  his  march  from  it  in  the  nltcnioou'.  If  then  it  surren- 
dered oD  the  ix  Kaleudaa  Martins  Feb.  20  Komau,  he  must 
have  come  before  it  on  the  xr  Kal.  Martins  February  H 
Homan. 

Notr  ou  the  day  of  his  arrival  Domitius  sent  me<iscngQn 
to  Pompey  to  apprize  him  of  that  fact'';  and  Pompej-  was 
then  at  Luceria'.  And  these  messengers  returned  nith  his 
answer  the  evening  before  the  capture  of  tho  place™.  'J'he 
distance  from  Corfinium  to  Luceria  vas  U3  Koman  milei 
direct  =  101-  by  road.  It  would  require  llircc  dny^  to  go 
thithor,  and  three  to  return  thence,  »ix  in  all.  And  this 
appears  to  have  been  actually  the  caae;  these  mctiscugen 
ha\-iog  been  scut  ou  the  first  day  of  the  siego  and  having  re- 
turned on  the  sixth. 

On  this  principle  Uomitius'  advices  from  Corfiuium  must 
have  been  received  by  Poinpry  al  Luceria  tin  the  siii  Kalen- 
das^Iartia^  February  Hi  lloman  :  and  it  seems  that  Pompey 


■  AA  Alt.  >IU.  14. 

'  Vol  i.  417,  now, 

•  Da  U«IId  f-iv.  i.  i6_ij, 

»  IIhiL  j^.    Cf.  18.  10—13, 


>  Cf.  nid.  ijt.        k  iwiL  1;. 

t  Ibitl.  34.      (T.  rilvro,  Ad  .Ittie. 
*iiL  1—5-  81  I  J. 
»  De  BeUo  CIt.  i  18, 19,  J». 
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f&/  receive  letters  from  him  od  that  day",  announcing  the- 
arriTsl  of  Ciesar  before  Corfinium ;  which  no  doubt  he  an- 
avered  the  same  day :  and  this  answer  of  his  would  reach. 
Domitius  on  February  19,  just  as  Domitius'  letters  had 
reached  him  on  February  16.  And  thus  every  thing  will  be 
Gonaisteut. 

It  must  therefore  be  evident  that  the  date  of  the  xiii  Ka- 
lendas  Martias  (Feb.  16  Roman)  which  occurs  repeatedly  in 
r^erence  to  these  comniiraications  cannot  be  in  error ;  and 
consequently  that  there  can  be  no  just  foundation  for  the 
correction  of  it  in  the  first  instance  of  all",  proposed  by  Pon- 
tedera  and  approved  of  apparently  by  Erneati.  Tt  is  a  sin- 
gular coincidence  too  that  a  letter  ia  extant  from  PompeyP 
to  L.  Domitius,  in  answer  to  one  of  his  received  xiv  Kalendas 
Martias  February  15,  (and  therefore  we  may  presume  de- 
spatched on  February  12  or  13,)  in  which  there  is  no  mention 
of  Caesar's  actual  arrival  at  Corfinium ;  though  that  it  was 
expected,  and  that  Domitius  was  prepared  Observare  Ceesa- 
rem,  does  appear  from  it.  Nor  had  he  in  fact  yet  appeared 
before  Corfinium  on  February  12  or  13  Roman. 

But  there  is  also  a  postscript  to  this  letter  from  which  it 
may  be  collected  that  the  reply  of  Pompey  to  this  communi- 
cation of  February  12  or  13  had  only  just  been  dictated, 
when  Domitius'  second  despatches,  announcing  the  actual 
arrival  of  Cseaar  at  Corfinium  and  urging  Pompey  to  come 
to  bis  assistance,  must  have  been  received.  His  litteris 
scriptis  Sica  a  te  mihi  litteras  adtulit  et  mandata.  quod  me 
hortare  nt  isthuc  veniam ;  id  me  faccre  non  arbitror  posse : 
quod  non  magnopere  his  legionibus  confide  q.  Another  letter 
to  Domitius  follows,  which  was  the  proper  answer  to  his  se- 
cond communication.  Pompey  therefore  heard  from  him  on 
successive  days,  February  15  and  16  Roman,  December  27 
and  28;  and  answered  both  letters  the  same  day  February  16 
Roman  December  28.  Nor  is  there  any  difficulty  in  suppos- 
ing that  he  might  be  at  Luceria  on  the  16t.h  of  February, 
yet  at  Brundisium  on  the  24th,  eight  days  after;  though  the 
distance  from  the  former  to  the  latter  was  nearly  150  Roman 
miles  direct,  nearly  170  by  road.     It  appears  from  Cicero' 

■  Ad  Atticum,  viii.  11.    Cf.  6.  11.  "  Ibid.  6.  v  Ibid.  13. 

*  Ad  Atdo.  viii.  12.  '  Ibid.  9.  703  Kd  fin. 
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that  lie  traTollcd  liiraself  Kxpcditiis;   leaving  bis  legions  to 

folloir  more  leisurely.      He  tras  leaving  Cniitisiiini  uii  the 
morning  of  February  20;  and  lie  woa  then  five  days' jourt 
from  BrnnHiitium'. 

iv.   On  the  Roman  date  of  the  Vernal  Eqtanox,  U.  C  705  B.  0. 
49,  a*  it  majf  be  coUccUdfrom  the  Uattmony  of  Cicero. 

Tbcre  is  still  aootber  date,  whicli  twlou^  to  this  year,  and 
is  tbe  most  important  as  yet  considered ;  not  indeed  fur  the 
illostration  and  verification  of  our  calendar  for  this  particular 
year,  (which  now  atancts  in  no  need  of  any  farther  confirtna- 
tioiL.)  hot  io  order  to  a  just  and  exact  idea  of  the  natiire, 
the  details,  and  the  effect  of  the  Julian  correction,  thrc« 
years  after  the  present  time.  It  is  the  Koman  date  of  the 
Ternol  equinox,  U.  C.  705 :  and  it  is  supplied  by  Cicero** 
account  of  his  owu  proceedings  before  he  crositcd  the  aea  to 
join  Porapcy  in  Kpinm.  Wc  shall  endeavour  to  fii  it  with 
all  possible  precision  ;  and  wo  shall  therefore  begin  with  col- 
lecting the  alluaioiia  to  that  topic  which  occur  in  his  epistles, 
and  in  their  proper  order  of  time. 

i.  Dc  tota  mca  cogitntione  scripsi  ad  te  antcft  satis  ut  roihi 
visus  sum  diligcntcr*.  de  die  uihil  saue  potest  scribi  ccrti* 
nisi  quod  uou  aute  lunam  noTam^.  Xbis  letter  is  dated 
XT  Kalendas  Maii  February  24  It.  C  -19.  The  moon  was  new 
February  13.  By  the  new  moon  therefore  here  alluded  to 
an  earlier  moon  could  not  liavo  been  meant  than  that  of 
March,  March  14. 

ii.  "Sic  adhuc  nihil  practer  tempcstntcm  moratur.  astute 
nihil  sum  acturus,  fiat  in  Hispania  quidlibct".  There  is  no 
date  to  this  letter;  only,  (we  may  presume,)  it  must  have 
been  later  than  the  preceding  oue.  It  concludes :  Pompeium 
pro  certo  habcmus  per  Illyricum  proficisci  in  Qalliam.  ego 
nunc  qua  et  quo  lidcbof. 

*  Cf.  Ad  Attic,  viii.  i6:  of  the  dale  oHr  NnnM  (Mwli&i<,  scrviiiij); 
KTirl  even  lli«re  he  u-ritm  :  Omciui  niilii  [ini\iMi  iunU  prji-tcr  ocrultam  el 
tututD  iter  ad  mare  superum.  Iwc  eiuiii  man  uci  non  poivuiuiu  hoc  ton- 
pore  anoi. 

t  Cf.  also  Ad  Fam.  iv.  3,  lUlnl  ui  Knl.  Mnii  j  which  xoiiint  lo  hnv 
been  wriiun  uow,  ur  aft«r  the  arrival  uf  Seniiu,  b/  and  by  lUIiidcd  M. 


■Pnmpiuc,  Pe  Dolln  CMk.  Ui  t8.  :-.t,t.  l^.        <A<1  AHi(3.x.5. 
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iii.  Tibi  sunt  omnia  commeudata  quae  eommendationis 
mese  pro  tuo  in  nos  amore  non  indigent,  nee  hereule  ego 
quidem  reperio  quid  scribam.  sedeo  enim  vXfvboK&v^ .  This 
letter  was  written  vi  Nonas  (Maii)  March  10 :  and  Cicero 
was  then  expecting  a  visit  from  Antony,  a  letter  from  whom 
he  subjoins.  Antony  had  been  left  by  Caesar,  when  he  went 
ioto  Spain,  in  charge  of  Kome  and  Italy ;  and  it  would  ap- 
pear that  he  had  begun  to  suspect  Cicero's  intentions,  and 
was  now  taking  precautions  to  prevent  their  execution.  The 
same  day*  too  he  announces  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
Caesar,  dated  xv  Kaleudas  Maii  in  itinere,  February  24 ;  of 
the  same  date  as  his  own  to  Atticus^  Csesar  was  then  on  his 
way  to  Spain. 

IT.  In  the  next  letter'  he  tells  Atticos  that  he  was  expect- 
ing the  arrival  of  Servius  (Sulpiciua  RufusJ,  consul  U.C.  703 
B.  C.  51,  author  of  the  beautiful  epistle  to  Cicero,  still  ex- 
tant', in  which  he  consoles  him  for  the  loss  of  his  daughter 
Tollia^  B.  C  45,  and  the  same  who  died  in  the  course  of  the 
embassy  to  Antony,  before  the  battle  of  Mutina",  B.  C.  43) ; 
Servium  expecto  ad  Nonas  (March  15) :  on  which  day  he 
actually  did  come^ ;  and  the  next  day  (March  16)  had  an  in- 
terview with  Cicero.  This  letter  therefore  was  not  written 
on  the  Nones,  but  on  some  day  before  it ;  probably  on  the 
vi  Nonas  (March  10):  for  the  next  letter^  is  dated  on  the 
V  Nonas  (March  11);  and  Cicero  was  then  still  expecting 
Antony :  Erat  enim  v  Nonas  venturus  vesperi ;  id  est  bodie. 
eras  igitur  ad  me  fortasse  veniet. 

T.  Sed  Antonius  venit  heri  vesperi.  jam  fortasse  ad  me  ve- 
niet :  aut  ne  id  quidem,  quoniam  scripsit  quid  fieri  vellet*^. 
aed  Bcies  continuo  quid  actum  sit.  nos  jam  nihil  nisi  occulta. 
de  pueris  quid  agam  ?  parvone  navigio  committam  ?  quid 
mibi  animi  in  navigando  censes  fore  ?  recordor  enim  sestate, 
cum  illo  Rhodiorum  d0/KtKTy  navigans,  quam  fuerim  soUici- 
tns.  quid  duro  tempore  anni  actuariolo  censes  fore^?  The 
context  fixes  this  letter  to  the  iv  Nonas  (March  12). 

▼i.  Nominatim  de  me  sibi  imperatum  dicit  Antonius.  nee 
me  tamen  ipse  adhuc  viderat ....  quid  agara  nunc  ?  .  .  .  un- 

•  Ad  Attic.  X.  8.  «   [bid  9.  ■  Philippica,  ix.  7,  ij— "T- 

f  «.  Ad  Fam. )».  i,  1.  '^  Ad  Attic,  x.  14.  •  Ibid.  10. 

■  Ad  Fam.  iv.  5.  '■  Cf.  Ibid.  8.  '  Ibid.  11. 
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dique  cuatodior.  sod  sntis  lacrvmis.  vipatpa  TiXturtov  igitar,  ct 
occuUo  in  nliqiiatn  onomriam  conrcpmidum  .  .  .  sed  iniri6ae 
«imt  custociiic  .  .  .  qiinn;  vi  »ut  clnm  Hgendum  cat,  cl  si  n 
forte  et  ciim  tempcstate'.  There  ia  no  date  to  this  letter; 
but  wc  should  think  it  wan  written  iii  Xoiia*  (J[arcli  13). 

rii.  Scrvius  ])riclic  Nuna«  Mali  Minturuis  mniisisse  didtur. 
hodie  iu  Liteniino  niHtiHurus .  . .  ci-as  igitur  nos  mature  vide- 
bit.  niihique  dabit  ni^iimcntum  ud  tc  cpistotie  .  .  .  illud  nd- 
miror  quad  .\ntonius  ad  mc  nc  nuntium  quidemK.  There  la 
no  date  to  this  too;  but  the  context  fixes  it  to  the  Xoncs 
(March  15). 

riii.  Scrvius  ut  antea  scripsi  cum  venisset  NonU  (Mar.  15) 
postridie  (riii  IduH,  March  Iti)  ad  tue  veuit ;  diatuUmus 
oraniuo  seruionem  iu  punterutn''  (vii  IduB  March  17).  And 
this  lultiir  was  probubl^v  written  on  the  vii  Idus. 

ix.  Serrius  ctim  csset  apud  roc  Ccphalio  cum  tiiis  littt-ria 
Ti  Idua  (March  18)  vcnit ...  eodcm  die  Punisu1nnu»  a  tc  nttu- 
lit  litterns...Antomns  antcm  vi  Idtis  Capiiam  profectu*  e«t. 
ad  mc  tnisit  se  piidorc  deteiTitum  ad  me  non  renisse  quod 
me  sibi  succenscre-  putaret.  ibitur  tgitur  et  ita  quidem  at 
censes... ego  dum  pHucit  ct  cetera  iu  iiavera  paruntur  excurro 
in  Pompeinnuiu'.  Tliis  letter  was  probably  writtcaon  Lhe  w 
Idus  [March  19). 

X.  Consilium  iio»trtiin  spero  vacuum  periculu  rurc-iiaviga- 
tio  modo  sit  iiunkmi  o[ttu...r';o,  ut  ininticrcm  suspicioncm 
profcctionis  aut  cogitntionis  mete,  profcctus  aura  in  Pompeia- 
mim  a.  (1.  iiii  Idua  [>farch  30},  ut  ibi  essem  dum  qus  «d 
□avignnduni  opua  esAciit  pararcntur.  cum  ad  villam  vcoiiitem 
veutum  est  ad  me.  ccniurionca  trium  cohortium  quae  Pom- 
poiiH  Bunt  nic  Telle  postridie  (iii  Idus  Mai-ch  ;!l)...at  ego  tiht 
postridie  (March  21)  a  villa  ante  lueem.  (There  was  do 
moou  March  31  iu  the  murnitig.)  cogitavi  eadem  iUaCteliaua 
qune  legi  in  epistoln  tua  qunm  neccpi  simul  et  [Uff.  ac)  in 
Cumnnum  veni  eodem  die^  (iii  Idas  March  21). 

Here  ve  mar  compare  one  of  the  letters  ad  Knmilinrcfi  ■,  to 
M.  Marius ;  which  refers  to  this  same  date  and  8anie  occasiou  : 
Nam  a.  d.  iii  Idus  Mniaa  Lentitlo  et  MarceUo  cuusutibus 
(U.  C.  705)  eum  in   Pumpeianum  vesperi  venissem   to  mibi 


(  Ai  Attic.  X.  1 1. 
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sollicito  animo  prsesto  fuisti.  If  however  the  iii  Tdus  in  this 
letter  is  uot  to  be  corrected  by  the  iiii  Idus  (which  we  think 
is  most  probably  the  correction  required)  in  Pompetanum 
znnst  by  a  lapse  of  memory  have  been  put  for  in  Cumanvm. 
It  took  a  day  to  go  in  Pompeianum  ;  and  it  would  take  a  day 
to  return  in  Cumanum.  If  he  was  at  the  former  on  the  iv 
Idus  in  the  evening  he  would  be  at  the  latter  on  the  iii  Idus 
in  the  evening:  as  he  was  when  he  wrote  to  Atticus^.  He 
continues  in  this  letter  to  Atticuslt :  Sed  cum  redeo  Horten- 
eius  venerat,  et  ad  Tereutiam  salutatum  diverterat  (probably 
at  Forraise"")  :  misit  enim  puerum  se  ad  me  venire.  But  as  it 
was  now  the  evening  of  iii  Idua  (March  21)  this  visit  could 
not  have  been  intended  of  that  day ;  at  the  earliest  only  of 
the  next. 

xi.  Pridie  Idus  (March  23)  Hortensius  ad  me  venit,  scripta 
epistola:  which  implies  that  the  preceding  letter  was  written 
Pridie  Idus,  March  22.  deinde  Serapion  cum  epistola  tua...et 
hercule  hominembonum  et  doctum  et  probum  existimo,  quin 
etiam  navi  ejus  me  et  ipso  convectore  usurum  puto...nunc 
quidem  sequinoctium  nos  moratur,  quod  valde  perturbatum 
erat.  id  si  anpai's  erit  utinam  idem  maneat  Hortensius :  siqui- 
dem  ut  adfauc  erat  liberalius  esse  nihil  potest  i^. 

This  letter  is  dated  on  the  xvii  Kalendas  Junias,  May  16 
Roman,  March  24  Julian ;  the  day  after  the  Idus.  There  is 
consequently  no  letter  extant  which  was  written  on  the  Idus. 
But  there  is  one  the  day  before",  and  there  is  one  the  day 
after  °.  There  is  no  mention  of  the  equinox  in  the  former ; 
and  there  is  in  the  latter ;  but  even  there  it  is  spoken  of  aa 
past*  :  Valde  perturbatum  erat.  There  can  be  no  doubt  then 
that  it  had  borne  date  on  the  Idus,  May  15  Roman,  March  23 
Julian. 

Now  this  is  a  very  important  conclusion.  The  date  of  the 
true  vernal  equinox,  for  the  meridian  of  Rome,  calculated 
from  our  own  Tables,  for  this  year  A.  M.  3956  B.  C.  49, 

*  Nor  is  that  inconeiiiteDt  with  the  language  applied  to  the  day  after 
the  equiaox,  Id  u  axpais  erit  (x.  17):  the  aignifcatioo,  *irun}fxa<ria,  or 
influence  attached  to  the  iogress,  was  supposed  to  extend  to  Uie  next  day 
and  to  the  next  bnt  one  also. 

'  Loc  at.  Fam.  viii.  17. 

■■  Cf.  Ad  Attic.  Tii.   17.  18.    Ad         "  Ad  Attic,  x.  17.        "  IMd.  x.  16. 
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(U.C.  705),  is  fouud  to  Imve  fiiUen  Murcb  23  at  4  h.  9  m. 
49-8  see.  uieaii  time  from  loidniglit;  End  not  more  thnu  Mie 
hour  mill  ]!)  or  '<!U  muiutcs  Inter,  if  we  take  iutu  nccouDt  tbe 
diflerencc  uf  our  oim  Tables  and  uf  those  of  DclambreP.  It 
mav  be  liikPD  for  granted  that  the  true  date  of  the  true  ver- 
nal  equinox  B.  ('.  19,  for  aur  inrridinn  in  Italy,  and  accord- 
ing to  any  calculation  which  could  be  iniititutcd  at  present, 
was  this  day ;  the  fde*  of  Maius  U.  C.  705,  March  23  B.  C. 
49 ;  to  which  Cicero  himself  is  thus  seen  to  have  fixed  it  the 
same  year. 

Now  this  aa  ne  have  already  ohsenred  is  a  very  iuiportant 
fact.  ]t  has  been  gcncntlly  assumed  by  modern  chrouulogers 
that,  only  four  years  after  tluH  time,  the  cardinal  poiutji  of 
the  natural  year  were  defined  and  laid  down,  in  the  prooeas 
of  the  Julian  correction,  two  days  in  excess  of  the  trnth ;  and 
of  cour»e  not  knowingly  nor  inteutiouaily,  but  ignurantly  and 
inadvertently.  The  first  of  these  points  for  instance,  the 
venial  equinox,  H.  C.  45,  (which  eoiild  not  possibly  have  dif- 
ferei)  Hi  tliat  time  except  very  slightly  from  the  same  daiL-  B.C. 
40,)  it  has  been  commonly  taken  for  granted  was  fixed  and 
defined  to  March  35,  instead  of  March  23.  The  te«ttimony 
wLich  we  hare  just  been  cousidcnng  is  or  ought  to  be  demon- 
strative that  the  tme  date  of  this  natural  phenomenon,  B.  C. 
4&,  was  as  well  kuowu  to  Cicero  at  the  time,  (withiu  certain 
Jimits  at  least,]  hs  to  auy  modem  aatrouumer  at  present ;  and 
if  it  was  known  to  Cicero,  what  reason  would  there  be  to 
suppose  that  it  was  uot  just  aa  well  known  to  his  contemiM>- 
niries?  to  the  educated  at  least,  and  to  the  learned,  among 
his  contemporaries?  Could  it  be  known  to  Cioero,  and  not 
known  to  Atticus  ?  or  to  Varro,  or  to  Tarutius,  or  to  Kigi- 
dius  Figulus?  Could  it  bo  well  kuowa  to  Cicero  and  not 
known  to  JuUus  Ciesar.  who  was  quite  as  good  an  astronomer 
as  Cicero,  if  not  a  better?  Or  could  it  bo  known  to  either 
of  them,  and  unknown  to  Sosigeiies.  an  astronomer  by  pro- 
fession, and  probably  the  most  emiuent  one  of  his  day?  To 
tliia  subject  however  we  must  necessarily  have  occasion  to 
retnra  hci-caftcr :  and  therefore  wc  shall  not  dwell  upon  it 
any  longer  at  present. 

Tlie  next  letter  to  Atticus'l  closes  Cicero's  correspondence 
f  Cf.  Uw  PMt)  CatlioliH,  iv.  £0^*41).  Appeadtx.  «  t.  18. 
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with  Aim,  (the  extant  correspondence  at  least.)  for  the  pre- 
sent consular  year ;  and  it  is  dated  on  or  after  the  xiv  Kar 
leudas  Junias,  March  27.  After  announcing  the  hirth  of  a 
child  of  Tullia's  on  that  day,  it  continues :  Me  mirificte  tran- 
quillitatcs  adhuc  tenuerunt,  atque  majori  impedimento  fuerunt 
quam  castodise  quibua  adservor.  nam  ilia  Hortensiana  omnia 
fuere  infantia.  ita  fiet  homo  nequissimus.  For  the  actual  date 
of  his  departure  at  last^  we  must  go  to  the  letters  Ad  Fami- 
liares',  and  in  particular  to  those  to  Terentia.  There  is  one 
of  these  which  is  dated  iv  Nonas  Juniaa'  April  10  (B.C.  49); 
and  in  our  opinion  was  written  at  this  time.  It  contains  the 
first  ttUuaion  to  some  illness  of  her's,  which  was  continuing 
when  he  wrote  to  her  again  on  the  iii  Idus  Junias,  (April  19) 
as  follows* :  Navem  spero  nos  valde  bonam  habere :  in  eam 
simul  atque  conscendi  hsec  scripsi:  deinde  conscribam  ad 
nostros  fiunihares  multas  epistolaa  quibus  te  et  TulUolam 
nostram  diligentissime  commendabo.  April  19  B.  C.  49  was 
the  seventh  luna :  so  that,  howsoever  long  he  had  been  pre- 
vented from  executing  his  original  intention  as  made  known 
to  Atticua^  February  34  before^  he  was  not  setting  out  at  last 
AiUe  hmam  novam. 

V.  On  the  date  qfthe  reduction  of  ^pain  by  Ccetar,  B.  C.  49. 

There  is  much  more  on  record,  relating  to  the  general  his- 
tory of  this  year,  which  would  illustrate  and  confirm  our 
calendar  were  it  to  be  considered  in  detail.  We  shall  how- 
ever notice  only  one  additional  proof  of  this  kind  (and  that 
too  very  briefly)  ;  taken  from  the  history  of  the  campaign  of 
the  year  in  Spain. 

Of  the  fragments  of  the  Julian  calendar,  which  are  more  or 
less  entire  for  particular  months,  there  are  four,  the  Mafi*sean, 
the  Caprauic,  the  Amitemiaej  and  the  Antiatioe,  which  con- 
cur in  dating  the  reduction  of  Spain  upon  this  occasion  on 
the  iv  Nonas  (Augustas  or)  Sextiles,  June  9  B.  0.  49:  though, 
as  they  also  imply,  by  Spain  in  this  instance  we  are  to  under- 
stand Hispania  Citerior,  not  Ulterior :  Hiapania  Ulterior 
was  reduced  afterwardsy. 

r  xiv.  7.     Cf.  *i.  6:    »iii,  17.     Ad  »  x.  f. 

Attic  X.  18.     Ad  Fam.  li.  17.  >"  Cf.  Florus.  iv.  1,  iq.      Vwaaa,  IH 
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Now  we  have  the  testimany  of  Curio,  one  of  the  legates  of 
CseiiHr,  that  this  reduction  was  completed  \vt  forty  dnyao  nfter 
Ciesar  liati  come  into  the  presence  of  the  eDcmy ;  i.e.  of 
Aframus  and  Petreius,  who  were  commaudiug  nt  this  time  in 
Spain  for  Pumpv.v :  as  be  did  firat  at  Ilerda  ou  the  Sicoria'. 
If  au,  these  proccediugs  nt  Ilerda,  betweeu  Caesar  in  persan< 
and  Afrauiua  and  Petrcius,  began  May  1  B.  C.  -tU;  and  a»- 
sumitig  this  daluin  we  should  not  have  much  trouble  in 
digesting  the  traiu  of  events  aubscquciitlyr  :  and  in  particu- 
lar, in  making  out  a  succession  of  twelve  days'  from  the 
njoruiug  of  May  28  at  least,  (which  the  context  deteroiines 
to  the  duy  after  the  full  of  the  uoou,  May  27,)  down  to  Juue 
9»  (the  day  of  thesuhiuissiou  of  Afraiiius  and  PetreioA.)  which 
would  greatly  confirm  our  calendar,  and  attest  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  traditionary  date  of  the  submission,  Sextitis  2 
JuncO*. 

We  will  obsen'e  only  that  within  two  days  after  the  arrival 
of  CxiiiT  on  the  spot,  (May  I  and  '2,)  there  was  n  luddcn  Mt* 
ting  in  of  bad  weather  <>;  which  would  thus  coincide  with  the 
19th  or  20tli  luna:  Accidit  etiaoi  repentinum  incommodum 
biduo  quo  ha>c  gesta  sunt,  tanta  cnini  tempestas  cooritnr  at 
nuntjuam  illis  lucis  majores  aquas  fuisae  cunstaret.  turn  autem 
ex  omnibus  montibus  nivis  proluit,  ac  summas  n'pas  fluminis 
sDperavitj  pontesquc  ambo  quos  C.  Fabins  fccerat*^  uao  die 
interrupit"*.  Lncan  considered  this  incident  of  sufficient  im* 
purtance  to  deserve  to  be  particularly  introduced    into  his 

*  'Che  intorval  from  May  3-i8  ia  passed  over  in  a  great  meaaiirr  with- 
out details.  A  itory  ii  rclab^d  liy  8en«:a  (iv.  343  1)«  Benefidi*.  ir.  x\\v. 
1-3)  of  BometbuiK  which  hajipenod  to  Cttsar  at  Sucro  in  Spaia.  Sucro 
vsM  n  place  or  a  river  in  llispania  Ciierior  (TvTacoaensiii).  It  cIikv  not 
appear  that  in  thp  caurve  of  lline  operattona  agaimt  Petreiua  aod  Afraidut 
CsBBT  could  hare  been  Uikcu  as  far  aouih  of  Ilerda  as  the  river  Sucro ;  but 
he  would  have  to  croHs  lliat  rivtr,  icturoiiig  from  Corduha  vt  fjadM  ra 
Hifpama  U'ltcrior  to  7'arnico  (De  Bello  Civ,  ii.  ai ) :  and  the  incident  b 
qimtbn  alluded  to  by  Seocca  might  happen  in  the  roune  of  that  joutiwy. 


w  Do  Bcllo  Civ.  il.  ^t. 

K  Ibid  ).  ,iR.  4&-h7-      tf.  hny,  ci. 
Dki,  xli.  30-1.'-  App.  B,  C.  ii.  4J.  43. 
Plntareb,  Cawr,  jax<ii.      Pompdaa, , 
lav.     DrosiiK,  vi.  15. 

V  Dd  Bello  l^iT.  i.  4l-«7- 

■  Ibid.  y).   64.     Cr.    rToati«<u,  L 


v«l.  9 

>  lie  Udto  Uv.  i  .8;.  t^f  SaMoaiu, 
Julioi,  lxx«.  4- 

^  De  Ballo  Civ.  L  40>  4i-.«7.  Ct 
Flnnu,  i«.  ].  17. 

•  Oc  Bdlo  Civ.  i.  40. 

<>  ItHi.  ifi.     CL  Div,  all.  10. 


J 
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Pharsnlia ;  only  he  has  antedated  it  there,  and  plnced  it  in 
March,  about  the  equinox ;  instead  of  at  the  beginning  of  May. 
Directly  after  Cseaar  observes ',  Tempus  erat  anni  difficil- 
limum,  quo  neque  frumenta  in  hibemis  erant  neque  multum 
a  maturitate  aberant ;  which  implies  that  for  the  climate 
of  Spain  the  com  was  approaching  to  maturity  soon  after 
May  2.  We  have  it  in  our  power  to  illustrate  that  fact 
by  the  testimony  of  two  letters  of  Asinius  Follio,  written  to 
Cicero  '  B.  C.  43  from  Corduba  in  Spain.  The  first  of  them 
is  dated  xvii  Kalendas  Apriles ;  but  the  comparison  of  it 
with  the  second  will  shew  that  it  must  have  been  written  in 
redity  on  the  day  of  the  battle  of  MatinaB,  the  xvii  Kal. 
Maias :  or  at  least  that  the  ship  which  carried  it  left  the  port  of 
Gades  on  that  day.  And  the  next  letter,  as  we  may  collect 
from  the  end  of  it,  was  foriy  days  later.  Yet  in  this  the 
writer  observes :  Anni  autem  tempus  libertatem  mihi  majorem 
dat  propterea  quia  frumenta  aut  in  agris  aut  in  villis  sunti>. 
The  xvii  Kal.  Maiaa  at  this  time  answered  to  April  13;  and 
forty  days  later  would  be  May  23 :  by  which  time,  according 
to  this  testimony  of  Asinius  Pollio,  the  harvest  in  some  parts 
of  the  country  was  already  over.  Pliuy  tells  us  that  the 
bailey  was  ripe  at  New  Carthage  in  Spain  even  in  the  month 
of  April '. 

vi.  On  the  dates  of  the  Rescripts,  B.  C.  49,  which  occur  in 
Josephus. 

We  shall  conclude  the  consideration  of  this  year  with  an 
illustration  or  two  of  a  different  kind  from  any  which  we 
have  yet  produced. 

Three  edicts  are  extant  in  Josephus  ^,  passed  by  one  of  the 
consuls  of  the  year,  Lucius  Lentulus,  at  Epbesus ;  (in  favour 
at  least  of  the  Jews  of  Epbesus ;)  in  which  he  absolved  them 
firom  the  obligation  of  serving  in  war  :  Tlpo  tow  p'^ftaros,  Pro 
tribunali,  publicly  and  judicially,  bfiat&ainovias  iv€Ka:  i.e. 
because  of  their  scruples  about  the  sabbath ;  which,  if  they 
had  been  compeUed  to  serve  as  soldiers,  they  must  have  been 

•  De   Bello  Civ.  i.  4)).     Cf  iii  47  :  i*.til5,  wbo  dmtea  Matins  sviii  KftL 

ttlao   Snetomiu,   Jnlius  Cusar,  xxxtr.  Maia*. 
3:3.  ''  Ad  r«in.  X.  33. 

'  Ad  Fam.  x.  31 :  33.  '  H.  N.  xviii  18.  p.  77, 78. 

r  Ad.  Fun.  X.  30.     Cr.  Ovid,  Futi,  k  Ant.  Jnd.  sir.  x.  13  :  16 :  18. 
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constant!}'  liable  to  breab  by  marching  or  doing  some  other 
military  duty  on  that  day. 

In  the  third  of  the»e  edicta'  Lontulus  is  styled  Proconsul ; 
which  irotdd  imply  that  it  was  pAsscdthe  next  year,  U.  C.  706 
B.  C  48:  and,  as  its  Roman  dale  would  prove,  after  the  battl« 
of  Pharaalia  itself.  But  there*  can  be  no  doubt  that  Ai'dvsarot 
in  this  instance  U  a  corrupt  reading  for  vtiotos;  and  that  all 
these  decrees  belong  to  one  year,  the  year  before  not  after 
Pharsalia:  when  both  the  cousuIb  and  nil  in  authority  were 
actively  cmploycil  in  raising  forces  iu  all  parta  of  the  empire, 
distinct  from  Italy  and  Spain,  against  the  decisive  struggle 
which  was  expected  the  next  year. 

One  of  tbcitc  edicts  is  dated  Upo  JkniAvo  Kt^ofbw  "OKrm- 
^piW» ;  the  other  two  flpi  Sejcorptir  KaKafbSp  'OxTufipCnp*  : 
but  aa  they  were  all  to  the  same  effect,  and  in  favour  of  the 
name  partiem,  we  cannot  but  think  that  they  were  pastsed  oa 
the  same  occaaiunj  Vlpb  ly  not  Tilth  tff  KaKafil^v  'OitrvfipUtW. 
And  this  is  not  an  unimportant  distinction.  For  the  xiii  Kal. 
Oct.  V.  C.  '05  waa  July  2i  B.C.  49  ;  the  xii  Knl.  Oct.  wa« 
July  25  :  and  the  Dom.  Lett,  of  the  year  being  E  D  July  24 
was  Friday,  July  25  was  Saturday;  on  which  day  it  mutt 
have  been  contrary  to  the  scruples  of  the  Jews  to  appear 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  consul,  even  to  receive  this  dis- 
pensation itself. 

There   is  another  edict  of  this  same  consul  p,  issned  at 
Ephcsus  also,  but  in  Qninctilis,  betbre  any  of  the  preceding 
three;    though  on  what  day  in  Qninctilis  is  not   specified. 
The  limits  of  this  month  U.C.  705  were  May  &— June  8 
B.  C  49 ;    and  if  the  first  of  the  month  is  mettut  (as  is  moit 
probable]  that  too  was  a  Friday,  May  8.     There  ia  also  in 
this  port  of  Josepbns<!  a  Delian  decree:     "^tj^ua^a  AijAi»»* 
'*ETfi'Ap)(Oi'ro«  Boiurov  fiijcoE  ©apyijAwSnoff  (lioar^^  XfittoTutjiif^i 
oTpa-njymt' 1   wherein  Marcus  Piso,  the  legate  of  Lcntulua  at] 
Delos,  accorded  the  same  immunity  to  the  Jewo  of  DeJo^j 
ft:%emeu  of  Borne,  as  Cornelius  Lentulus  tbe  consul  had  doM* 
to  tboie  of  Asia.    We  know  not  indeed  the  date  of  the  ar< 
chonahip  of  l}o»otus.     But  the  calendar  of  Delos  at  this  timBj 
was  the  Attic  ;    and  by  the  Attic,  Period  vi.  3^  the  firat  ol 

•  AbL  Jud.  »■■  M.  li.  •••  Ibtd.  15.  o  Ibid.  16 1  18.  t  IM.  I9. 

a  Ibid.  14. 
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Thargelion  fell  on  May  20,  B.  C.  49 :  and  the  20th  on  June 
8,  on  the  first  of  the  Roman  Sextilis  U.  C.  705.  Nor  can 
there  be  any  doubt  that  Leutulus'  decree,  passed  at  Ephesus 
May  8,  might  already  be  known  of  in  Delos  by  June  8. 
Jane  8  too  that  year  was  the  Feria  secunda  or  Monday. 

Sbction  jy .—Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  vii.  17.354  days. 


V.  C.  706  Varr.  705  Cap.  703  Polyb.  B.  C.  4*^-48- 

C.  Julius  Cseear  ii 

P.  Servilius  Vatia  Isauricua. 


Kalendie  Jaauariai  Nov.  3  B.  C.  49.  Nundinal  Char.  a. 


The  ingreas  of  this  consular  year,  the  second  year  of  the 
civil  war,  is  thus  described  by  Lucau '. 


Sic  altema  duces  bellonim  vulnera  pasBoa 
In  Macetum  ternu  miscenB  adversa  secuudis 
Servavit  fortuna  pares,  jam  sparserat  Hteroo 
Bruma  nives  gelidoque  cadeni  Atlantis  Olympo. 
Instabatque  dies  qui  dat  nova  nomina  Fastis 
Quique  colit  primus  ducentem  tempora  Janam. 


That  is,  as  the  Scholiast  observes,  Mense  Novembri  atque 
Decembri  dicto,  quando  VergiliEE  occidunt.  From  this  de- 
scription then  of  the  circumstances  of  the  ingress  in  the 
present  instance  it  must  be  inferred  that  Lucan  had  a  correct* 
idea  of  the  relation  of  the  civil  year  to  the  natural  at  this 
juncture  of  time ;  for  the  Kalends  of  January  were  now  actu- 
ally falling  on  November  2.  Still  that  he  meant  by  this 
description  rather  the  close  of  the  precedmg  consular  year, 
than  the  beginning  of  the  next  to  it,  appears  not  only  from 
his  language  here",  bat  also  from  subsequent  allusions; 
which  shew  that  even  after  this  point  of  time  the  consuls  of 
the  year  before  were  supposed  by  him  to  be  still  in  office  ^ 
and  Csssar  to  be  still  absent  ^m  Bome^,  and  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  dictatorship  to  be  an  event  yet  future  ". 

The  date  of  the  nKfiiiav  b6<ns,  Vergiiiarum  occasus,  late 

'  PIutMlia,  V.  I.  •  Ibid.  5,  6.  <  Ibid.  S-47.  ■  Ibid.  337. 

"  Ibid.  581-384:  391,  391. 
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or  cosmical  oetcing  of  the  Pleiads,  the  bcgiiinitig  of  the  Bm- 
tnal  qunrter  of  the  natural  year  according  to  the  aiicicntK, 
was  very  ditfcrcntly  represented  in  the  Parapegniala  of  anti- 
quity ;  and  miglit  vary  from  Octohcr  20  to  Xovcmbcr  14  «. 
In  the  calendar  of  C(e»ar  its  stated  date  was  the  iii  Idn«  No- 
\'cmhrc8,  Noveruher  II  uf  his  ttine,  Norembor  0  Julian  :  and 
this  is  that  date  of  the  phcuomcnou  whieh  Lucan  was  most 
likely  to  mean.  We  cannot  liowcver  insist  on  ihe  strict 
historical  exactness  of  such  allusions  as  these  in  a  poetical 
writer.  It  is  snffieicnt  to  illustrate  their  propriety,  if  they 
can  he  shewn  to  have  accorded  to  the  state  of  the  calendar 
of  the  same  time  ffmerafh/ ;  and  that  was  clearly  the  Cftic  ilLi 
the  second  year  of  the  war  of  Plmnalia,  when  the  beginntl^' 
of  the  civil  year,  the  setting  of  the  Pleiads,  and  the  ingress  of 
the  Brumal  quarter,  were  so  nearly  eoincideot. 

i.  Ob  the  date  of  the  first  Dir/atorship  of  JuUm  C<P»ttr, 
With  regard  to  the  actual  course  of  events  this  year ; 
desar  was  created  Dictator  Kxtra  ordiuem  svlule  he  was  yet 
in  Spain  i,  or  at  Massilia  on  his  way  returning  to  Rome  from 
Spain*  :  and  the  news  of  this  appointment  reached  him  at 
Marseilles,  when  be  wan  there  ou  the  road  hoiuewnnls. 

The  learned  archbishop  Usher  assumed  the  date  of  this 
creation  to  have  been  Septeniber24  It.  C  19,  without  assij 
ing  any  ju»tilicatioa  of  that  tLsnumption  from  testimony, 
is  not  suHicicut  to  justify  it  that  the  jKra  of  the  Autouomia 
at  Antioch  bore  date  U.C.  rOo  B.  C.  49.  It  did  not 
date  from  this  day,  September  24,  in  that  year.  The  epoch' 
of  the  XrtK  of  Antioch,  like  that  of  the  .-Era  Scleucidarum 
which  it  superseded  nt  Antioch,  from  the  time  when  it 
iuto  being,  to  the  beat  of  our  judgment  nnd  belief,  was  aJ* 
ways  the  first  of  the  Macedonian  month  Hypcrberetieus;  the 
lunnr  llyperberctieus  as  long  aa  the  calendar  of  Antioch  was 
lunai',  the  solar  as  soon  ns  it  became  solar.  At  this  present 
time  its  cidendar  was  still  lunar;  and  that  form  of  the  Hel- 
lenic Lunar  cidtmdar  to  which  we  have  given  the  name  of  the 
Maccdo-Syrian*.     In  this  calendar,  Period  iv.2Q,  the  first  of 

«  fit  «ur  Prnleftamriia.  p.  1-7.  46.     Plulurrlj,  C  oar,  xxx-ni. 

T  DvBoUoCiv.ti.il.     Cr.iiLi.  m  I'wti  CslliuUd,  L  598— 4^7. 

'  Cf.  Did,  tit.  .{6,     Aptiiau,  B.  C.  H. 
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Hyperberetaeus  bore  date  September  9  B.  C.  49.  It  is  a 
possible  contingeucy  that  this  whs  tbe  actuAl  day  of  Caesar's 
appointment  tu  the  Dictatorship,  U.  C.  705,  and  ultimately 
the  reason  why  even  the  iEra  of  Antioch,  instead  of  bearing 
date  from  the  actual  year  of  the  AvToeoixla,  U.C.  707  B.  C.  47, 
(or  U.C.  706  ex  auctumno  B.C.  48,)  was  purposely  made  to 
bear  date  from  U.  C.  705  B.  C.  49 ;  because  Cssar  had  been 
created  Dictator  in  that  year,  and  possibly  on  that  very  day. 
In  the' Roman  calendar  of  the  time  being  September  9  coin- 
cided with  the  Nones  of  November;  and  though  Pridie 
Nonas  Novembres  U.C.  705  September  8  B.C.  49  was 
Nundinal,  the  Nones,  September  9,  were  not  Nundinal. 

This  assumption  then  may  be  considered  probable,  though 
it  cannot  be  regarded  as  certain ;  viz.  that  the  date  of  Ceesar's 
first  dictatorship  was  September  9  B.  49.  It  has  also  been 
supposed  that  after  he  entered  upon  it  at  Rome  he  held  it  only 
eleven  days  ^ ;  and  then  abdicated :  but  though  that  might 
perhaps  have  been  the  case,  yet  it  could  not  be  necessarily 
inferred  from  his  own  testimony'^:  Dictatore  habente  comi- 
tia  Csesare  consules  creantur  Juhus  Caesar  et  P.  Servilius — 
His  rebus  et  feriis  Latinis<i  comitiisque  omnibus  perficiendis 
iindecim  dies  tribuit;  Dictaturaque  se  abdicat ;  et  ab  urbe 
proficiscitur  Brundisiumque  pervenit  ^.  That  he  did  not  hold 
the  dictatorship  less  than  eleven  days  clearly  appears  from 
these  words ;  that  he  did  not  hold  it  more  is  not  necessarily 
to  be  collected  from  them  :  and,  though  Plutarch  and  Appiaa 
have  drawn  that  inference  from  them,  Dio'  has  not  done  the 
aame  ;  and  he  generally  notices  such  particular  circumstances 
in  the  history  of  an  extraordinary  office,  when  he  was  aware 
of  them. 

» 

ii.  On  the  date  of  the  passage  of  CtBsar  from  Brundisium  to 
Epirus,  B.  C.  49. 

The  date  of  the  actual  departure  of  Ceesar  from  Rome  to 
Brundisium,  and  the  date  of  his  actual  arrival  there,  have 
not  been  handed  down.  All  that  we  know  for  certain  is  that 
he  put  to  sea  from  Brundisium  at  last  Pridie  Nonas  Janu- 

^  Ptutarcb,  Ckut,  xxxrii.    AppUa,         '  Cf.  Locan,  Pban.  t.  40o-40>. 
B.  C.  ii.  48.     Zoiutru,  x.  8. 484  B.  e  De  B«llo  Cir.  iiL  a.  Dio,  xli.  39. 43. 

c  D«  Belto  CiT.  iii.  i.  f  kIi.  36. 
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uins  U.  C.  706,  Kovtrmber  »  B.  C.  49 ;  aod  lauded  at  Oricam, 
on  the  opposite  coast,  the  next  cIht,  the  Nodcn  of  January, 
November  6  R. 

Here  then  it  is  worth  while  to  obBcn'c  in  what  manner  the 
•mbigiaity  of  the  Roman  date  of  tlic  pawngc,  Pridic  Nomw 
Januarias,  corabiued  irith  an  ignorance  of  the  real  state  of 
the  cnleudar,  aod  of  the  actual  relation  of  the  civil  to  the 
natnral  year,  at  the  tioie,  misled  the  aucieuts  in  their  judg- 
ment of  these  proceedings  of  Caisar ;  and  made  them  either 
give  him  credit  for  more  boldness,  or  ceuaure  bim  for  more 
temerity,  than  the  nature  of  the  case  required.  Xti^wiws 
iv  rpoffois  SfTas,  says  Plutarch'',  lirrafUvav'latfOuapiov  /aijpoV 
tAros  t'  &p  (Itf  n&ffeiicuv  'AOjjvaum'  itfiijictv  (is  ro  WAayoc 
— And  again':  Km  "ndXtv  iistp^aXitv  rat'AAnoc  ical  itoApO' 
fitfv  T7)v  'IraXiav  its  Bpeir^iriov  JiKtv,  h'  rponaU  ifii)  tdv  x<M^ 
vof  oiTos,  jcai  itaTifpdffat  to  iri'Aayos  avrot  (lie  tls  ""SlpiKov  nap- 
fWjSoAcj/.  And  that  he  knew  the  Roman  date  of  the  passage 
LBppears  from  the  Aloralia":  Tlpii  /uas  tjn^pai  j.-ort-wi'  'lantt*- 
aptmu,  x(*M^^oc  (v  rpoTsals  ^vrot.  In  like  manner  Appian': 
Kal  riht  ttpi^ai  Ttpi  xeipfplovs  Tfwirat  iriptdittpitf  ibv  ^rparop 
intaurav  th  B/i«iT<o-iot"  atrJt  rt  i^fjti  ^tuttxfiptov  ftijirot  'P«- 
ItaitAs  ofTos,  ovK  irap-tlpas  avit  r^s  c^X^fi  fftxa  rrjr  vwpajiHMf 
rov  Itovs  -BXTjaid^oviraf.  And  again"*:  'O  H  Kaiirap  eSv  fun 
vpotCpijro  stpl  ■)^tifuplovv  rpoTias  tts  Uptvrtawv  ^tlytro.  And 
when  he  was  now  there  and  ready  tu  put  to  Bca,  he  oU- 
serves "  :  Utifiipioi  (&*)  ^^av  rpoittd,  koX  t6  itvtvtia  fixoira 
Kol  (l^^x<i^Ao^'Ta  KOTtKiuKvt  fi^xpt  «ai  r^v  vpanjv  tov  trots  i)P*- 
peuf  iv  Bf>ciT«T^  KaraTpC\(/ai.  Nor  was  the  historian  Bio  free 
from  the  same  misapprehension ;  since  he  too  supposes  the 
passage  &om  Brundisiam  at  last  to  have  been  made  MeiraCr* 
TO*  rov  xtM***''"?"-  * 

It  may  be  collected  from  I>io  P  that  Cffisar  set  out  from 
Rome  to  Ttruudisium,  'En'  t^obif  rov  frovt ;  and  it  is  plainly 
asserted  by  Appian  that  he  did  so  in  the  Roman  December, 
■ad  was  alruady  come  to  Brundiaium  before  the  Kalends  of 
January.    It  is  not  improbable  therefore  that  the  actual  date 


I  Vo  Bcllo  Civ.  iU.  6. 

'  (^eiar,  sxsvii. 

'  Poiii|<ciui,  lx». 

'  IK-  FuctviM  {toninnanint,  v|. 

I  Ml.  Civ.  it.  48. 


«'  Ilnd.  53.  1  f.  «}. 
■   ll»d.M    Cr.  Ifor  taMtlltjnt^is. 
■>  kIL  i4.    It.  xlii,  44.     Siu)taiua% 
Julitu  Cm.  Itiii.  4.    nonu,  tv.  1,  j6, 
P  Ibid.  39.    Vt.  4|. 
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of  his  departure  from  Rome  was  the  nominal  date  of  the 
winter  solstice  in  tlie  Komun  culeudar,  the  viii  Kal.  Jauuarias, 
December  2J  KomaD  of  aflerliine ;  and  that  tliia  was  the  reason 
of  the  jwrLiciiIar  ullusiou  to  that  season  of  the  year  which  oc- 
curs in  the  preceding  accounts  :  though  the  actual  .Tiilian 
date  of  riii  Kal.  Jauunrias  nt  this  time  was  only  Octo- 
ber 20.  Bmndisium  indeed  was  3G0  Iloman  miles  distant 
from  Itonie:  but  there  are  instances  on  record  of  that  dis- 
tance having  been  travelled  in  five  days'  timci;  and  Lucau 
•upposes  it  only  a  ten  days'  march  for  an  army  ; 

RrnndhhiTn  decimiH  jiihet  hnnc  atiing«re  eaaiiie  ' : 
though  that  would  he  nt  the  rate  of  3G  miles  a  day.  No 
general  of  antiiiuity  ever  travelled  more  expeditiously  than 
Cffisar;  nor  can  there  be  any  doubt  that,  though  he  had  left 
Rome  only  on  the  viii  Kal.  Januarias,  he  would  be  already 
at  Drundisium  on  the  Kalends  of  January,  as  Appian  supposes 
hioi  to  hare  been. 

And  hcnco  we  may  form  soioo  idea  of  the  time  of  hia  ap- 
pointment to  the  dictntorship,  and  of  his  return  to  Home 
from  Spain.  For  if  he  act  out  at  Inst  on  October  26,  he 
miut  have  abdicated  the  dictatorship  on  October  2iJ :  and  if 
he  held  it  eleven  days  at  least  previously  he  could  not  have 
entered  u]x>n  it  later  than  October  15  *.  Cousequently 
neither  could  he  have  arrived  from  Spain  later  than  Octo- 
ber 11;  and  between  Septembers  and  October  14  the  interval 
vould  be  only  35  days :  and  that  might  not  be  more  than 

*  It  ia  warthy  of  remArk  thu  Lucim  observes  of  the  Feriie  LatioK  this 
jrMT,  Phanalia,  v.  400. 

Xcf  Don  nines  numen  quod  pneaidct  Atbe, 
Haiii]  merilum  t^mio  nollcrani.'i  satrn  siibaclo, 
Vidit  flanioufeni  confectas  nucte  LalioaB. 

We  may  infer  fhno  iheae  words  ihat  there  wiw  (.omctliing  (iiffcrpnt  from 
aana]  in  the  ceretnooy  of  these  Fcriac  lliat  year.  And  tiiat  scoiiis  lo  bava 
bum  lhi$,  tbmi  llicy  were  celcltralcd  at  night  on  thin  orcawon.  If  so,  moat 
prubabl}-  on  a  inoonlinlu  night.  Now  the  rooon  Wing  m-iv  October  7 
would  brat  the  full  October  21  or  it ;  about  the  inid(]le  of  tlie  dvveii  days 
for  wbicl)  Cumar  held  tli«  ilictalorahi|>,  if  he  entered  upon  it  October  15, 
Kod  abdicated  it  October  ag. 

*  Cf.  uiir  Di«iertatiou»,  on  thePrinu.  '  l'l»ar*»li».  t.  374.  Cf.  Pliny  B.  N. 
pka.  fcr.  iii.  3i%  note.  ti.  1 11. 484- 
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uecessaty  both  to  carry  the  news  of  Iiis  election  to  tho  dic- 
tntorship  to  Marseilles,  and  for  hix  own  jotinicy  from  rli(!iice  to 
Rome.  For  both  these  puriioHcs,  and  bv  liuidia  mouth  Troiild 
probably  be  required  ;  though  by  sea  the  voyage  from  Rome 
to  Sfassilia  Diight  have  been  performed  in  five  or  six  dnr^* 

That  the  weather  wais  unsettled  when  Ca:snr  airired  at 
Brundisium  might  also  be  inferred  from  Lucan*: 

Curriiiue  tenrns  Mtnbta  lecta 
Bninditii  claimaN  ventis  brauialil>uB  undaa 
Invenit,  et  (latidae  hifremo  siderc  clusu. 

And  independently  of  the  season  of  the  year  the  moon  wia 
new  October  7  B.  C.  19,  and  Nov.  5,  the  actuai  date  of  the 
passage,  too:  and  that  being  the  case,  it  ia  extraordinary  that 
Lucan  nhoiiUI  be  found  A]icakir)g  of  the  moon  ii«  thining  at 
the  very  time  of  the  passage;  wliich  he  supposes  to  have 
begun  at  sutiHCt : 

Sidn-s  prltiia  poll  Phorbo  lahrntr  mih  undas 
EicieraDt.  cl  luna  su3>  jam  fuccnt  uuil>ra«. 
Cum  panirr  solvere  nitM". 

This  description  would  apply  only  to  the  moon  at  the  full, 
and  rising  at  sunset.  There  is  uo  allusion  to  the  moon,  in 
CtcsHr*!)  own  account  of  the  passage.  He  tells  us  merely  that 
he  put  to  sea  Pridie  Nonas  Januarias,  (Nov.  5,)  and  landed 
on  the  opposite  side  Postridie",  (Nov.  6):  and  that  he  sent 
his  ships  )>aek  again  the  same  night :  vbich  however  ax  Se- 
rins a  terra  provccta;  ncqne  usa;  noclurna  aura  in  redeundo 
oflfeuderunt'.  It  might  be  inferred  from  thie  account  that 
he  set  out  at  night  [and  probably  he  did  so]  ;  consequently 
that  he  had  the  benefit  of  moonlight.  And  in  thitt  way  per- 
haps the  mistake  of  Lucan  may  bo  explained. 

jii.  Oa  the  chronotogtf  of  the  procce.dtng»  in  E/tirvs,  before 
the  retreat  of  Ctfaar  from  Dyrrhachittm 

It  would  consequently  be  from  this  date  of  the  Nones  of 
January  U.  C.  700  November  6  B.  C.  40  that  we  should  hare 
to  trace  the  chronology  of  subsequent  proceedings  between 
Cffisar  and  Pompey.  down  to  the  liatlie  of  Pharsalia;  were 
it  necessary  for  our  particular  purpose  to  do  this  in  dcCuJ. 

■  Cf.  Ticitui.  Ann.  lir  5J.  4*-  4*.V  "  IWd.  4(4. 

•  Pli^TMli*.  r.  40^08.      Cf.4>,X—  "  D«  Briln  Ctr.  nt.  (.      ■  Ibid.  S. 
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But  it  would  take  up  too  much  time;  and  for  the  object 
which  only  we  have  in  view,  the  verification  of  our  Roman 
calendar,  it  is  not  necessary. 

We  will  however  observe  that  the  moat  indispensable  pre- 
liminary to  such  a  consideration  would  be  the  determination 
of  the  point  of  time  from  which  Suetonius  dates  the  circum- 
vallation  of  Pompey  at  Dyrrhachium  :  Ilinc  urbe  repctita 
in  Macedoniam  transgreasus  Pompeiiim  per  quatuor  pfi-ne 
menses  maximia  obsessum  opcribus  +  ad  extreinum  Phar- 
salico  prselio  fudit  7.  The  beginuiog  of  this  circuravallation 
was  the  arrival  of  Csesar  and  Pompey  at  Dyrrhachium*; 
which  is  fixed  hy  the  context  to  the  day  after  the  departure 
of  Ciesar  from  Asparagium  :  and,  as  he  is  represented  to  have 
marched  (followed  by  Pompey)  not  only  for  the  whole  of  that 
day  but  also  for  the  following  night,  we  may  reasonably  infer 
from  these  facts  that  he  must  have  arrived  at  Dyrrhachium 
about  the  full  of  some  moon,  when  the  nights  were  light 
throughout. 

If  then  we  may  assume  at  present  that  the  siege  was  hroken 
up  at  laat  and  Cxsar's  march  into  Thessaly  was  begun  ^  on 
or  about  May  2,  Suetonius' /owr  months  must  have  come  to 
an  end  at  the  beginning  of  May ;  and  therefore,  unless  they 
were  meant  of  four  months  complete,  they  must  have  begun 
about  the  middle  of  January.  Tlie  moon  was  actually  at  the 
full  on  or  about  January  18  B.  C.  48.  How  then  will  this 
date  of  the  arrival  at  Dyrrhachium  consist  with  the  testimony 
of  Caesar  himself*? 

Multi  jam  menses  transierant  et  hicms  jam  praecipitaverat. 
Deque  Brundisio  naves  legionesque  ad  Ciesarem  veniebant ; 
ac  nonnulliB  ejus  rei  prastermissae  occasioncs  Caesari  vide- 
bantur,  quod  certe  s^pe  flaverant  venti  quibus  necessario 

*  It  is  singular  that  as  the  t«xt  of  Appian  stands  at  present  the  extent 
of  these  lioes  of  CEeear,  before  Dyrrhachium,  is  represented  at  i3oo  stades, 
iDStead  of  I30,  from  sea  to  sea  ;  though  (B.  C.  iii.  43)  he  himself  makes 
it  only  15  stades;  and  Lucan  (Phars.  vi.  73-77)  estimates  it  at  the  dis- 
tance of  Alicia  or  Ostia  from  Rome,  or  from  Rome  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Tyber,  in  a  straight  line :  i.  e.  16  miles.    Cf.  the  Scholia. 

r  Julias  Cesar,  ssxv.  i.Cf.btviii,  Cse-  Florus,  iv.  2.  539.  Orosiiu,  vi.  15. 
ur,UeBelloCiTiIJ,iii.  43-73.  Plutarch,  «  Ckssf,  De  bollo  Civ.  iii.  41-43. 

Cbsu,  xxxiz.  PompeiuB,  Ixv.  Dio,  zli,  "1^^67-71:  73. 

49:  50.  LiTjfCxi.  Appian,  B.C.  ii.  61.  '■  Ibid.  35.  Cf.  Dio,  x\L  46-48. 
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committendiim  cxisttmabat qnibus  rebus  pennatni 

Ctea&r  Bruudisiutn  ad  auos  Krcrins  acriput:  nncti  idomnni 
ventum  nc  occasioucm  nnrigaudi  omitterent. 

This  WHS  of  coarse  before  tbe  actual  junction  of  Anioiitui 
uid  Kaleaus  with  tbe  forces  from  BruDdisium ;  and  if  Cvsw 
himself  at  this  time  bad  beeu  two  months  on  tbe  uppoftitt 
side  of  tbe  sea  be  might  speak  of  it  in  geocroJ  terms  ereo 
theu  as  Multi  jam  menses.  In  the  construction  of  tbe  pas- 
sage in  question  much  depends  on  the  classic^  sense  uf  /'nr- 
cipitaverat,  nppHed  to  the  winter ;  Et  biems  jam  prtFcipitare- 
rat.  Eacti  of  tbe  seasons  of  tbe  natural  year  waa  divided  br 
the  Bomans  into  tbe  Novum,  tbe  Aduttum,  and  tbe  PrdKfju 
of  its  kind;  and  tbe  winter  quarter  being  reckoned  from  the 
Verij'iliitrum  occaisus  (iti  Idus  N'ovembrvs.  November  11  io 
the  Jubuti  calendar)  to  tlie  FUtua  Favonii,  (Uio  vii  Jdus  Te- 
bruariasj  iu  tbe  Julian  calendar  also,)  it  consisted  of  tkne 
montli»,  two  before  the  solstice  and  one  after  it.  The  proper 
seuso  uf  the  hiem*  prteceps  or  prtscipitata  was  to  denote  the 
third  of  these  months  <::  as  tbe  hiema  aduUa  would  bare 
meant  the  second,  the  AiVntt  nova  the  first. 

The  time  of  tbe  year  then  intimated  iu  this  allusiou  would 
properly  be  from  tbe  first  week  in  January  B.  C.  4^  to  the 
first  or  second  in  February.  ]t  is  observable  that  in  the 
sauie  passage  it  ia  said  the  wind  bad  often  been  favourable 
for  tbe  transit  from  nnnidiaium  to  the  coast  of  Epirus.  Tbo 
wind  wlkicb  would  1>e  required  for  that  purpose  was  tbe  sooth 
wind  (Auster),  or  tbe  south-west  (Africus) ;  and  in  tbe  Pan- 
pegtnata  of  antiquity*^  tbe  south  winds  are  noted  as  begin- 
ning to  blow  on  tbe  12th  day  after  the  winter  solstice  itself; 
which  at  tliis  period  of  the  vorld  would  be  on  or  about  Ja- 
nuary 3  or  \.  The  Hccouut  of  tbo  passage  itself  at  liat< 
shews  that  the  south  Mind  was  actually  blowing  for  two  days 
{Per  biduum)  during  which  the  ships  of  Ca;sar  were  on  the 
sea;  and  the  south-west  (Africus)  just  when  tbey  wanted  to 
come  to  land. 


■  Cr.  aur  t>utterUlioiiB  oii  t!ie  Pnn* 
cmlw,  Kic.  iii.  644,  645.  To  Ihp  pjLani- 
pMB  fli  lUU  IMC  of  PnL-npilo,  then  sd- 
duoed,  add  dean.  Ad  fam.  xi.  18  1 
^«1«  pnecipiUU :  Unbu  xx*.  lie 
HMiwpicinn  Rn>p.  34,  (O,  Rvlii^mi  j«iu 
piRi-iptuntu  uibnnuiu;  xuii.  fro  P. 


Srxtio,  11,15:  Pncdpitacd  Mtric 
I    Apud    G«B»ntm,    CohianllMD, 

PlnlrniKUii,  H  kUoK. 

■  Ctew.  De   BeUa  Civ.  ui.  36-18. 

cr.  Af  pJHi,  h.  C.  ii.  56-59.     Plitian*, 

AsMaiw,  Tu. 
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Gffisar  may  be  asaumed  to  have  effected  his  junction  vith 
tbeae  reinforcements  five  or  six  days  after  he  set  out  from 
hi*  encampmeut  ou  tlic  Apaua  to  meet  thcm^*:  and  tliat 
having  been  accomplished,  we  have  next  only  itvo  daj-s  more 
to  the  arrival  at  Asparafrium  wlierc  Pompi-y  was  iiostcdK; 
and  two  days  there,  iiiehiding  the  day  of  the  arrival :  anil  oa 
the  next  day,  the  march  of  both  Pompey  and  Ciesar  to  Dyr- 
rhacbiura,  where  cnch  arrived  in  the  morning.  So  that,  if 
wc  may  supi>ose  that  all  this  was  continuous,  and  that  the 
date  of  thi;i  arrival  at  iJyrrhiichium  was  Januarj*  19  (the  day 
after  the  full  moon),  C'iesar  must  have  come  to  Asparagium 
on  January  16:  and  must  have  effected  his  junction  with 
Antony  January  14:  and  Antony  with  these  reinforcements 
must  have  been  making  the  passage  a  ft-w  days  before  Jauu- 
1U7O.  And  thus  every  thing  will  be  consistent.  Sueto* 
Dins'  four  months,  on  thin  principle,  must  have  borne  date 
on  or  about  January  19  B.C.  48  (x  Kalendas  Apriles  I'.C. 
706) ;  and  had  they  been  four  complete  tbcy  would  have 
extended  down  to  the  x  Kalendas  textiles,  May  19.  But  he 
himself  speakii  of  them  as  only  quataor  pmne  menses ;  and 
their  aetual  duration  appenrs  to  have  been  from  the  x  Kalen- 
das Apriles  Jannan,'  10  to  Pridie  Nonas  Quinctilea  May  2; 
three  mouths  of  Boman  time  by  the  calendar  and  half  of  a 
foBrth  f. 

Tbe  epistles  of  Cicero  are  not  of  much  use  in  HSBtHting  ua 
to  clear  up  the  chronology  of  the  early  part  of  these  proeeed- 
ingt;  yet  they  confirm  our  conclusion  respecting  the  actual 
date  of  this  breaking  up  of  llic  siege  of  Dyrrhachtum :  afc 
leost  to  a  certain  extent. 

There  is  one  letter  to  Atticus  '>  of  the  date  of  Pridie  Nonai 

■  Antony  landed  at  NymphwniD.  [iii.  36,)  thrw  milw  Roman  beyond 
Litsns.  Soon  after  (3<t}  be  woa  admitted  inio  Lissu«.  Cietar  mu»i  ha^** 
mucbcd  IQ  him  there;  and  from  tlie  Apsus  to  Ubbus  die  distance  in  a 
ri^Iii  line  could  not  be  less  than  80  Roman  niilea^yo  by  road  at  Witt. 
Thnl  would  re«)mre  six  dxys  at  tbe  rate  of  15.  milca  «  day,  and  tivo  even  at 
thft  nitc  of  30. 

t  'ITial  tlie  entire  inlerval  in  ^jueation  was  not  l«w  tlian  three  month* 
tn»y,  ve  think,  be  iaferred  from  Cicero  Ad  Fam.  xiii.  39. 


'  De  Bello  riv.iti.  30-34.  Cf.41. 
iLsa.  *  li.  J. 


(  Ibid.  41.  Cr.  ;£.     ApptMi,  D.  C. 


aha 
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Febniarii  (Dec.  4  H.  C.  49) ;  conspqnently  lonj;  before  the 
begiittiiiigof  tlic  »>iegc.  There  is  aiiotlior',  dnted  Idibiis  Juniia 
ex  castris,  April  10  JJ.  C.  48:  aitd  ut  thttt  time  Ponipey  had 
beeu  besieged  by  Caesar  nearly  three  moDtlis.  Tliere  is  ■ 
tliird  K  iu  which  Cicero  coiuplaius  of  being  uuwell ;  aiid  shea 
tiat  was  written  Ponipcy  was  po  longer  at  DyrrhHchiiim. 
And  thmiffh  it  is  withoitt  a  date,  tliere  is  a  letter  to  Terentia ', 
which  ill  otlier  rcsiiects  relates  to  the  same  subjects  as  that 
to  Atticus;  iiuplyioj^  that  both  were  written  about  the  satoe 
time,  the  lettir  to  Tercntia  first  and  then  that  to  Atticus. 
And  t/iit  letter  to  Tereutia  U  dated  Idibus  Quioetilibus,  May 
11.  Poinpey  therefore  had  lefl  Dyrrhachium  bL-fore  ^l»y  11 
st  least. 

During  the  ubole  of  tliis  fuur  moDtha'  blockade  of  Dyr- 
rhachium Luuan  describes  Ciesar  as  master  indenl  of  the 
'country  but  as  suQeritig  firom  the  want  of  ncccxsnrics. 

At  liber  icme  spatioiis  cotUbus  hostis 
A«r«  non  pijtro  nee  ia^itibna  aoKit'ii'  uii'lis  : 
Sell  (lattCur  ex-vkin  veluci  rirctimd&tuii  arcia 
Ohftitlione  famem  ;  nonducn  mrgcnbbiu  nitam 
In  Ee|[iKein  culmis'". 

And  this  in  fact  is  merely  Caesar's  own  rcprcscntfttion  of 
the  circumstances  in  which  he  was  actually  placed  for  the 
first  pa'rt  of  the  intenal  at  least :  Ipse  auteui  cousumtia  om- 
nibus iungc  latcque  fruiueutiif  suiumis  enit  in  augustiis  :  scd 
tamen  htcc  sing^ulari  patientia  milites  ferebaut".  And  yet, 
(as  was  naturally  to  be  expected,  the  season  y^iiv^  on  ad- 
rancing,)  eren  these  privations  arc  spoken  of  as  gradnallj 
becoming  less  and  le.ss  :  Jamque  frumcuta  mattirescerc  in- 
cipiebant,  atquc  ipsa  spcs  iuopiara  sustcntabat" — .\t  Cicsaris 
exereituti  optima  vnlctudine  sumiuaque  aqute  copia  utebatur : 
tum  commeatus  omiii  genere  pncter  frnmentum  abuudabat : 
qutbus  quotidie  melius  siiecederc  tempus  uiajorcmque  spem 
maturitatc  fi-umenturum  prupuni  tidebal^ 


In.  3. 


Alt  Fan.  ir.  6. 
XL13. 


''Tbid.4. 


rr.  M  Attic 


"  Pbar*.  vi.  reft. 

"  II*  BcII0Cw.ui.47. 

"  lM(l.4g. 
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ir.  On  the  chrotwlogy  of  the  proceedings  from  ike  retreat  from 
I>yrrhachiu7n  to  the  battle  of  Pharsalia. 

The  retreat  of  Csesar  from  before  Dyrrhachium  followed 
with  little  or  no  delay  after  Pompey's  second  attack  upon  his 
linesP;  the  success  of  which  waa  the  only  material  advantago 
which  he  gained  in  the  course  of  the  war. 

We  cannot  undertake  to  pronounce  with  certainty  upon 
the  date  of  this  retreat ;  but  from  the  most  careful  consider- 
ation of  the  context  of  events  both  before  and  after  it  we  are 
strongly  of  opinion  that  it  must  have  taken  place  about  the 
new  moon  of  May,  which  this  year  fell  on  the  2nd  of  that 
month.  On  the  first  day  of  the  retreat  Ciesar  encamped 
within  his  old  lines  at  Asparagium  on  the  river  Genususq. 
And  on  the  fourth  day  after  he  seems  to  have  got  so  much 
in  advance  of  Pompey  that  he  pursued  him  no  further  at 
this  time;  but  left  him  to  march  unmolested  to  ApoUouia'. 
He  was  probably  at  ApoUonia  on  or  about  May  6. 

From  Apollonia  to  jEginium  on  the  borders  of  Thessaly, 
where  Ceesar  effected  his  junction  with  his  legate  Cn.  Domi- 
tius  Catvinus^  the  distance  was  little  less  than  150  Roman 
miles  direct*=170  by  road  :  and  that  would  require  eight  or 
nine  days'  march  at  the  rate  even  of  20  miles  a  day.  Appian 
seems  to  represent  the  length  of  the  march  even  from  Dyr- 
rhachium to  Pharsalia  as  not  more  than  seven  days** ;  which 
is  scarcely  credible :  though  Cxsar  was  certainly  making 
great  marches  at  this  time.  We  may  assume  then  that  he 
probably  arrived  at  jEginium  in  seven  or  eight  days  from 
Apollonia  :  consequently  on  or  about  May  14. 

Gomphi  was  17  miles  direct =19  by  road,  distant  from 
this  point ;  and  aa  it  was  taken  by  storm,  between  the  ninth 
hour  of  the  day  and  sunset",  we  may  conclude  it  must  have 

I"  Ibid.  6a — 72:    cf.  51 — S3!   Pin-  the  arrifal  of  Antaay  from  Brandisinm, 

tarcli,  Csaar,  xxtix.     Pompuius,  Ixv.  if  not  before  it :  De  Bitto  C'iv.  iii.  34 — 

Ixvi.  Suetonins,  Julius,  xxxvi.  3.    Dio,  .^8  :  31 — 53  :  ct  80 :  Appian,  B.  C.  ii. 

xlt.49 — 51.    Appian,  B.C.  ii.  61 — 63.  60. 
64.     Cicero,  Ad  Fam.  vii.  3.    Vellcius  t  Cf.  Lunan,  vi.  319. 

Pat.ii.51.  n  B.<:.ii.G4.     'Lxrii  fnirriitis  ii/ii- 

1  iii.  73 — 76:  cf.  30.  41.    Appian,  p<u. 
B.C.  iL  64:  Dio,  xli.  51,52.  *  De  Bello  Civ.  iii.  80.     Plutarch, 

'  iii.  76—78.  Ckbot,  xli.  Appian,  B.  0.  ii.64.  Fame- 

■  Ibid.  79.     Domitiafl  was  Bent  into  gjnd  Veterea,  is.  vi.  i. 
these  put*  earlj  ia  the  jtat,  loon  after 
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Aad  thtt  atlglM  be  the  caw  ena  ailk  harfe7>tunM>  aa  tde  aa  Maf  ii 
ar  77  i  thno^  Cow  prei  qi  to  uajamui  ii  «v  aoc  br  fatm 
ana  a'hMi  bt  anirad,  atedi  was  aaoM  ifays  bdon  Nfey :  aad 
UrawK  impfiea  thit  gnn  vu  lo  be  fioond  bi  tbe  fcldi,  npe  far 
OB  ibc  oionbig  ot  nnmBa  ilaclf  >. 

Uo  forte  die  ice. 

Bot  tlitra  an  otbar  ippoailiooa  ia  tiia  aocotml  of  ihrar  |]tp«giliag»  wbkb 
BMiUaoibnwbMaCwaadedtDfart.  F<«  eximjile,tbeapeedtwfakbbe|Mli 
ilia  tba  taoatli  of  Occro*.  jiut  bcture  lh«  battle ;  aa  if  be  too  waa  praaeal 
ll  Pbuaalia ;  tbuu|{1)  we  know  fnifii  bia  a^n  Ivttrri*  tbat  be  waa  left  M 
OjTfbacfatiun  Kick,  wlten  Poaipej  manrbnl  tbeoce  i  aad  firom  other  put* 
of  Ua  works  tbxt  be  wm  atiU  U  Djmrbarlitum  wben  tbe  ae«a  of  tbe  batdM 
anir«d  tlinc. 

We  may  hkve  oeeuioe,  on  ■  future  opportmutjr,  to  collect  tbe  rrlimn 
tut*  'if  aiitiijiiity  tn  llir  diBarent  datrs  of  bjtrtrjr  and  of  trbc*l-b8TTcat  t^ 
tytcuyely  fur  dilFcinii  parte  of  Oraere.  There  can  be  UtUc  qucatioa  tbal 
ht  Attica  barley  would  be  resdjr  for  the  aicVle  atioui  tbe  third  week  in  May 
at  tbia  tinej  and  wheat  tbtnt  the  third  week  in  Junr.  ll  couid  bardljr  be 
liter  on  the  pLatoi  of  I'haraalia,  tbe  wartncit  inait  of  Ibcsaalf :  thoii|^ 
ivababljr  wbeal  wsa  aiore  ftencrall}-  jtroiro  in  that  connHy  thaa  barley. 

And  bare  we  laay  obtcrre  that,  ai  tbe  dau  of  this  nemoiabla  batik 

i  u\  q»  4  tX  Ad  Altic.  si  4-     Adram-ffl. 

J  IM.1    135.     rr.  Appian,  B.C.  n.      31   U.  i«.     Phrtiwch,   Ciewo,  xk^; 
M.     P<ilr«riMH,rlit.  13.    Canr,  14.         Cato,  Ir.    LI17,  «xi.    No,  altj.  la 

•  I)    BnnoCir.  iii.  Si. 
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Pompey  was  already  on  bis  march  to  join  ScipioT ;  who  was 


I 


•bont  the  end  of  the  ni^hicenth  ceDturj-  was  miwle  ihe  mibject  of  a  warm 
and  active  controrersy  among  lite  Inimcd ;  mil  n  the.  4]ue«tion  of  the 
■eason  af  harvest  for  the  cliinu«  of  Thcaeoly  wus  DCMStarily  nixed  up 
vith  it;  the  French  ccmsal  at  Salonica  (the  andent  The«ealonica)  A.  D. 
1785  was  requestecl  by  some  of  tho  rarmlKrrB  of  the  AcaHcmy  to  make  in- 
qoirics  about  it  upun  the  spot.  He  d'nl  so,  aud  hu  uocwer.  as  we  fiod  it 
nfMrted  in  the  Dissertation  of  Mooi.  D«  la  XauM  on  the  Itoman  calen- 
dar', waa  as  fpUotvs : 

"Suirant  les  informaiions  que  j'ai  demandt^  eu  llicscalie,  et  luivaot 
ee  (]ue  va'en  oDt  rapporti:  ici  dc*  gms  dc  oe  pays  ik  la  moinRon  a']*  hit 
dans  le  mois  de  Juin :  du  cOtv  de  I.itriswi  et  de  Tri^cala,  c'eit  d^  lea  pre- 
niera  jourE  do  Juin,  ei  du  cbvi  de  Jannina  et  des  environs  ce  n'est  que  do 
15  BU  20  diL  mt-me  inoi*." 

Tbeee  dalc«  bring  re<lureil  to  old  ulyle,  it  appeorH  from  them  that  for 
the  neighbourhood  of  thti  ancii-nt  Loriss)  (that  of  the  nnrient  Phantalia 
too)  the  harvest  (wfant-haireRt  do  doubt)  atill  br^n  about  the  lolh  or 
3i«t  of  May:  and  aa  the  Bummer  solstice  Kt  iliis  time  was  fulltug  June  10 
or  r  I  old  atyle/  thin,  it  is  manifest,  n-ae  about  20  or  31  days  before  ihe 
aohtice.  At  the  ticne  of  I'harsalia,  tht-  summer  «oljiLicc  vritx  falling  00 
June  25  :  and  the  date  of  PbarBalia.  the  ^ih  of  June,  would  bear  exaetlj' 
the  aaioc  proportion  lo  the  solstitial  dale  of  ibie  time  as  May  30  or  ai  to 
the  aoUtitial  date  of  A,  D.  1785.  If  wheat  then  vnia  commonly  npe  for 
the  aaroe  lucality  A.  D.  178^  abniiL  May  ao  or  31 ;  it  would  be  ripe  fol 
the  locality  m  qurstion,  B.  C.  48,  about  June  i;  or  6 :  at  the  very  time 
when  it  appears  from  the  Ic^titnony  of  Cxsar  tbat  it  actually  must  have 
been.  So  invariahtc  arc  the  laws  of  nature ;  and  so  consietent  wiUi  ilsrU 
IB  truth  even  in  the  slightest  circumstauees. 

AmoDfc  tlie  prodiKiev  or  omens,  as  they  n'ere  considered,  n-bich  pre- 
ceded the  battle,  some  merely  natural  phenomena  are  enumerated ;  as  a 
storm  of  thunder  and  lightning,  and  a  swarm  of  bees  :  which  latter  come* 
represent  to  have  occurred  wben  Pompey  was  moving  from  Dyrrhacbiura ; 
others  speali  of  the  same  or  a  similar  phenomenon  after  liis  arrival  m 
Thessaly,  and  on  the  d>iy  brfore  the  battle  itfclf^.  A  slonn  of  ibuniler 
and  tighuiing  would  be  nothing  cKitaordinary  about  the  new  moon  of 
Hay,  May  1  or  3 :  and  oa  to  the  swarm  of  bees,  the  earliest  date  which 
the  ancients  assigned  to  Ibat  natural  occurrence,  for  the  climate  of  (ireeee, 
was  the  helmcal  rising  of  the  Pleiads,  on  or  about  May  6;  i.  e.  almost  the 
very  time  when  Pompey  was  probably  on  liia  march  from  ApoUonia  to 
Thessaly. 

S  U^oires  de  I'Aeadtoie  ilea  Is- 
avlpliaiu,  axvi.  S55. 

0  Valenua  Mu.  i.  n.  i«  Da  Prodi* 
sSa.     Lacaa,  Pbanalia,  vil.  15a — 164 : 


Obeeqnena,  exxv, 

7  Dta,xti.tii.    Applaa,  B.  C  ti.  68. 
Ftomi,  i».  a,  44.45. 


r|bid.79,8e;   <£  Appiao,  B.C.  ci.6s. 
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approacbing  from  Macedouia  with  reinrorcemeDU* :  aud  he 
nrhved  in  tlie  ncighbourlioiid  of  Cxwx  n  few  davs  aflcr>. 
The  two  ariiiipR  had  prububly  i;om«  into  presence  of  cadi 
otiicr  lit  I'liarsalia''  ou  or  about  Miiy  21  or  22, 

It  is  Buiiie  nrgumcnt  in  our  opinion  tlint  this  vrns  the  acttud 
time  when  Cioniir  and  Ponipcy  thus  met,  that,  iiccordiug  to 
the  Koman  reckoning,  it  nould  be  on  or  nlwut  the  viii  or  ru 
Kalendas  Scxtilcs;  and  Scxtilis  buing  the  rt-gular  comitjal 
mouth,  and  only  six  or  aevcn  days  distant  ut  this  liuie,  thia 
coincidence  may  pcrhajis  exphdn  the  fact  that  one  of  the  fint 
tilings  uicntiuned  afternnnla''  is  the  di!t|)utca  among  the  fol- 
lowers of  Vom]H7  relating  to  the  di»pofial  of  offices  at  the 
next  comitin.  Be  this  however  as  it  may,  Ciesar  began  to 
oHer  Pompcy  battle  as  m^un  ha  lie  had  the  opportunity  of  to 
doing :  lie  frumcntaria  prwparata  confirmatisque  militibus  et 
satis  longo  lipatio  tcm|Kiiis  a  Dynhschinis  pneliis  intermisso 
...coutineiitibuB  vero  dicbus  ut  prugrederttur  a  castris  suis 
oollibuBquu  Potnpeiania  aciem  eubjiceret'^.  This  mtig  km- 
gum  epatiuni  couhl  not  have  been  less  than  three  weeks; 
from  May  2  to  22.  The  otVer  of  battle  so  uudc  was  repeated 
daily  without  effect;  long  enough  to  make  Ciesar  despair  of 
ita  being  at  In^t  accepted :  aud  he  liad  actually  struck  his 
tents,  and  given  the  signal  to  march,  intunding  to  remore  to 
some  other  qujirter,  (probably  because  the  means  of  snb- 
sistcucc  had  now  been  exhausted  iu  that  iu  which  hcwua,)  ud 
the  muniing  of  PluirRalia  itself*-'. 

It  is  an  obvious  inference  from  all  these  facta  that,  though 
the  nmiics  might  have  met  ou  or  about  the  2l!tt  or  22nd  of 
May,  no  battle  between  them  could  ret  have  been  fougbt  be* 
fore  the  beginning  of  Jime :  and  a^t  June  was  the  soUtibal 
month,  and  the  cUraate  was  that  of  Thessaly,  it  ia  no  wonder 
that,  if  the  action  began  at  liist  in  the  niomiag  and  continued 
until  noou^'j  the  soldiers  of  Ciesar  should  bo  said  to  hare  been 
distressed  hy  the  heat  of  the  wcnthcK:  northat  on  some  day 


■  Db   Bello  Clf.   iii.  34— j8:    31— 
3.1  J  cT.  Va.     Afl'ttn,  ii.  60.     I'lutarcli, 

•  |>»  tt<-llu  (.'!<-.  iii.  Ht. 

^  \]tpiaa,  D.C-  a.6s-     1^0.  xli.  fi. 

<  l>c  B«U<1  Cir.  ill.  Kl.  8^.    A|>it;ait, 
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just  before  the  battle  Plutarch  should  have  spoken  of  the  sea- 
8on  of  the  year  as  midsummer,  and  of  the  heat  as  excessive  : 
^Hf  ftiv  &Ky,i\  dipovs  teat  KOVfia  iroKv^. 

In  none  however  of  the  accounts  of  these  proceedings  up 
to  the  day  of  the  battle  can  any  thing  be  discovered  which 
would  imply  that  there  was  moonlight  at  this  time  by  night. 
Plutarchl>  mentions  the  appearance  of  a  meteor,  between 
midnight  and  the  morning  watch,  which  ran  along  the  sky 
from  the  camp  of  Csesar  to  that  of  Pompey  ;  and  that  is  an 
indication  of  a  dark  night  rather  than  otherwise,  after  mid- 
night at  least.  The  moon  was  new  May  31 :  and  if  the 
battle  was  fought  at  last  about  the  beginning  of  June  it  must 
have  been  some  time  in  the  first  quarter  of  that  moon. 

And  this,  it  appears  to  us,  is  the  nearest  approximation  to 
the  actual  date  of  this  memorable  battle,  at  which  it  would 
be  possible  to  arrive  merely  from  circumstantial  evidence; 
i.  e.  from  the  consideration  and  comparison  of  the  circum- 
stances which  have  been  left  on  record  before  or  after  it :  viz. 
that  it  took  place  most  probably  in  the  first  week  in  June, 
B.  C.  48,  and  after  the  new  moon  of  that  month  at  least. 
Possibly  too  it  may  be  shewn  hereafter  that  this  conclusion 
respecting  its  date  admits  of  being  confirmed  by  the  testi- 
mony of  some  of  the  Greek  lunar  calendars  of  this  period. 
But  the  actual  date  of  the  battle,  we  may  confidently  venture 
to  say,  never  could  have  been  discovered  at  present  by  any 
sagacity  of  man,  neither  in  terms  of  the  Roman,  nor  in  terms 
of  the  Juhan,  calendar,  had  it  not  pleased  the  Divine  Provi- 
dence that  certain  fragments  of  the  Julian  caleudar,  almost 
contemporary  with  the  Julian  correction  itself,  should  come 
down  (more  or  less  entire)  to  our  own  time ;  in  which  the 
date  of  the  battle  is  recorded.  By  the  help  of  these  and  of 
our  Roman  calendar  the  true  date  of  this  memorable  event, 
even  at  this  distance  of  time,  is  recoverable  and  with  cer- 
tainty. It  is  time  therefore  for  us  to  have  recourse  to  these, 
and  to  see  what  confirmation  of  our  conclusions  is  supplied 
by  their  testimony. 

'  Brattu,  iv.  xli.  6i.    Appisn,  ii.  68.    Zoning,  x. 

^  Pompeiua,lzTiii.  Ccnr,  xliii.  Dio,     9.  485  C 


On  the  Verification  of  the  Roman  Calendar,   diss,  svxn 


V.  On  the  Calendar  date  of  the  battle  of  Pharxalia. 
If  Lucan  is  to  be  belicrcd  the  date  of  Phorsalia  was  never 
OOiuigncd  to  tLc  Buman  calendar. 

Pfianialix  tanti 
Csussa  null :  cedant  fnalia  Domina  Cannip, 
Et  damnata  din  Romsnift  AHis  Fastis. 
TttniKjra  Biifnavit  Icvioruin  Koina  toalorum, 
HuQC  voluit  [lucira  ilieu'. 


Yet  even  tliia  would  act  \n\\Ay  that  the  date  of  the  erent 
was  not  once  well  known.    And  indeed  to  choose  to  furffet, 
(which  Ih  all  that  this  passage  oBserta,)  would  not  he  possible 
except  of  what  was  before  remembered.     The  utmost  then 
which  can  be  iuferred  from  these  words  is  that,  though  the 
date  of  Pharsalia  might  once  have  becu  inserted  iu  the  Fasti, 
it  had  afterwnrds  been  purposely  omitted.     But  as  to  the 
quc-ition,  whether  even  this  day  was  not  known  from  the 
first,  and  was  not  recorded  in  the  calendar  from  the  first ; 
whetlier  it  wx8  not  treated  as  remarkable,  and  distinguished 
in  aome  manner  or  other,  from  the  first;  Appinn  tells  vs^ 
that  among  the  honours  decreed  to  Csesar,  B.  C.  i5,  afVcr  bis 
return  from  Muudn,  one  was  this  :  TfjW  (8i)  -siiAiy  4ra  Iros  fnor    mi 
OTov   (0vtur)  aSs  avTOf  ijn^pait   tv   TsapttTQ^fmp  itUa :   and   ^^| 
similar  decree  wiui  afterwards  passcil  B.  C.  3<i,  in  honour  of  ^H 
Augustus',     If  these  dav^  were  to  be  celebrated  by  such  ^^ 
sacrifices,  and  to  be  kept  as  fcrix  or  holidays;  they  must  be^| 
recorded  in  the  calendar  nlso.  ^" 

Accordiugly  iu  the  extant  remains  of  the  Jidian  calendar", 
Flibore  alluded  to,  we  find  actual  notices  of  most  of  the  victo- 
ries or  successes  of  Julius  Caesar;   his  reduction  of  Spain 
(August  or  Sextilis  8),  his  ^ictorj-  over  Phamaces  (Aug;n8i  or^j 
Sextilis  3),  his  reduction  of  Alexandria  (March  27  Roman)  :^| 
whieh  renders  it  only  the  more  pi-obable  that  the  date  of  the    *  ■ 
first  and  most  importaut  of  all,  Pliarsalia,  must  aome  time-JI 
or  other  have  been  placed  upon  record  also.  ^^k 

And  this  appears  to  have  been  actually  tbe  case.     In  tfa« 


•  PharMlla.  tti.  407. 

*  Do  Bello  av.  U.  106.    rr.  Dio, 
iliiL  41-44:  xIt.  7:  xltii.  ift. 

■  App.  B.C.  v.  130.    Cf.  Dio,  xlix. 


15 1  li.  t.  ig.1  'SoMoiHU.  Cains,  xaiti. 
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■■  A  pad  Foggini- 


CH.2.S.4-   IrregulaT  Calendar.  Cycle  vii.  B.C.  64 — 46.     475 

Antiatine  fragment  of  the  Julian  calendar™,  opposite  to  the 
V  Idus  Augustas  or  Sextiles,  we  find  the  words  Divus.  Jul. 
Peaks,  vicit  :  i.  e.  Divua  Julius  Pharaali  vicit.  lu  the  Maf- 
fsean™  opposite  to  the  same  day  we  meet  with  the  entry  Hoc 
DIE  CjBsar  HisFALi  VIC.  where  Hiapali  is  clearly  an  error  for 
Phargali.  In  the  Amitemine°>  opposite  to  the  same  day 
stand  the  words :  Soli  Ikdioeti  in  collb  quikinalb  Feb.  q. 
EG  D.  C.  C^s.  C.  F.  Pharsali  deticit  :  i.  e.  Soli  Indigeti  in 
cotle  Quirinali  Feriffl,  quod  eo  die  Caius  Csesar  Caii  Filius 
Pharsali  devicit.  Lastly  in  the  Capranic  fragment"^  (though 
opposite  to  the  vi  Idus  Sextiles)  we  find  the  notice  Sol.  In- 

DIOBTIS.     IN    COLLE.    QUIR1NALE     SACRIFICIUH.    PUBLICUM  :     i.  6. 

Solis  Indigetis . . .  sacriBcium  puhlicum :  a  comparison  of  which 
with  the  entry  in  the  Amiternine  opposite  to  t  Idus  Sextiles 
shews  that  this  too  must  really  have  been  meant  of  that 
day. 

Now  these  are  all  the  fragments  of  the  Julian  calendar 
(more  or  less  entire  for  the  month  of  August  or  Sextilis  in 
partictilar,)  which  have  yet  come  to  light;  and  in  each  of 
them,  we  see,  a  date  is  found  the  same  in  terms,  which  can 
be  nothing  but  that  of  Fharsalia.  Nor  perhaps  among  these 
is  any  in  need  of  illustration,  to  make  it  clearer  and  more  in- 
telligible than  it  is  as  it  stands,  except  those  particular  entries 
of  the  Amiternine  and  the  Capranic  calendar  respectively^ 
which  connect  this  registered  date  of  Fharsalia  with  a  stated 
sacrifice  to  the  Sol  Indiges  in  colle  Quirinale  or  Quirinali. 

And  with  respect  to  this,  it  might  always  have  been  in- 
ferred from  this  very  connection  that  by  the  Sol  Indiges,  so 
associated  with  the  date  of  Fharsalia,  Julius  Csesar  himself 
most  probably  must  have  been  intended.  And  this  very 
probable  inference  would  turn  out  not  to  have  been  mis- 
taken. 

The  grammarian  Festus°  explains  this  title  of  Indigea,  ap- 
plied to  the  gods,  as  if  it  denoted  those  Quorum  nomina  vul- 
gari  non  licebat .-  but  its  proper  meaning  in  Latin  seems  to 
have  been  much  the  same  as  that  of  ha(ji<av  or  avBpa'ao'baliimv 
among  the  Greeks  ;  Qui  ex  homine  deus  factus.  It  was  ap- 
plied by  Ascanius  to  .^neas,  after  his  disappearance  in  the 

-  Ibid.  loc.  dt.  ■  is.  i8ti.  6  IndigMM. 
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battle  with  JfexcntUi*"  :  and  Dionysius  expresses  its  signifi- 
cation  as  so  applied  in  Greek,  according  to  Lis  own  coa-itroc- 
tioD  of  its  meaning,  by  llar^^  6toi  ^OopiosV.  And  tbat  such 
vas  bis  recognized  style  and  title  ever  ancr,  (viz.  tbat  uf  t]jc 
Bens  ladigca,)  appears  from  Vir-jil  und  Ovid : 

In^lijcctcm  ^Enean  fecis  ipse  et  uppe  faterii 
Debeii  calo*' 

Fecitque  deum  quein  turba  Quirioi 
Nuncupat  IndigeUm  teinpl[>i|ue  srisquf!  Kceptf. 

ScTvius'  comment«ry  on  tbe  preceding  from  Virgil")  is: 
Yx  Indigete*  dii  diiplici  ratione  dii'iinttir,  vel  secundum  Ln- 
Cretium  quod  nu/lius  ret  iniii{/eant*  qui  nit : 

Ipna  Rui*  pullciiM  »)iibua  iiJhU  indiga  nostri  \ 
vel  quod  nos  deorum  indir/eamm,  iinde  quirfam  omnes  deos 
indiyetrs  appcllari  voUtnt.  alii  palrios  deos  indu/eles  die! 
dcbere  traduut :  alii  iih  invocatione  indiffHts  dtctoa  ruluut, 
quod  inttigrto  est  precor  et  invoco.  vel  certe  indigetta  sunt  dii 
ex  boniiuibus  factl,  et  dicti  indigetea  quasi  in  ditji  agculcs. 
And  commenting  in  bke  lURnncr  on  Virgil'ti 

J)ii  palrii  Inrlig^tc*  eL  Ruinnle  V'ewtfique  mater", 

he  ol>»er\es:  Pa/rit  dii  sunt  qui  iira-sunt  singulis  civitatibus, 
ut  Minerva  Alhenis  diuiu  rartbagiiii.  Indigetea  autcm  pn> 
prie  sunt  dii  ex  hominibus  facti  qu&si  in  diis  agentes.  abusive 
nutcm  omnes  dii  gencralitcr  poasnnt  dici  Indigettts,  tamquam 
nnllius  rci  egcntcs*. 

*  TtipDil  Indi^ctcaaTcirn'okpil,  IJvy,  t-iii.  9,  at  llie  tiiaeoftlia  devotiofi 
of  Decius,  aloni;  with  the  Uivi  Nuvensilcs.  of  whi>in  we  Vol.  ii.  394. 
Dii  pr&cor  .■En«r  comites  qutlius  ermU  rt  '^gtM 
Uctuerunt,  Dii^u*  Indiijrlr*,  f{cnilort|ue  Uuiriue 
UrlJi*.  et  iovicii  gciiiiur  GracJivc  Quirmi. 
Vciiaque  Cesareos  inter  se^ retiL  I'enates, 
Et  earn  Cteaarea  tu  t^icvbc  dommtiro  VeaU, 
Quique  teacs  alius  I'arpeias  JupfMWr  arcea, 


o  \Avy,  i-  1.  tV*tii<t,  ix.  ih6.i 
Ind^pn.  (1ri);o  (jt-ntis  Roujuue,  [t. 
17,  iK  Pluiy.  H.  N.  iii.  t).  p.  ji)o. 
Soliaiu,  ii.  g  ■$■  A.  (ii'Illni.  ii.  16. 
t-f.  5I«rr[ibiii«i,  NiBii).  Scip  i  tf.  p,  50. 

f    I.    64.        H«    IDtlll     llllVQ     L-VIIstTMwl 

IndiKve  in  the  venwof  K«ri)p  or  irdr^iei. 
<i  JBm.  xii.  794.    Ct  ad  i.  159 :  n. 


6ao;  ard  Si-niu*.  in  lor. 

''  McUimiviiliDs.  sir.  (io7> 

■  4T.  Ful^rntius,  .MylUuloip<i£*  Hi. 
T.  p.  no:  Ue  tWrrriiilhu  vi  AllL 
Idrn  r1  a|>u4  RvuwDMlDiiicctM.  %<nA 
ailiil  ttKlipntea. 

'  ii.649- 

•  OnMfica,  i,  498. 
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This  title  thtjn  of  Indigcs  would  be  given  to  Juliuii  CicsBr, 
j{if  supposed  to  hnre  bsen  deified  after  his  death,)  ra  matter 
fcoiirsc.     And  with  respect  to  that  of  Sol  or  the  Sim,  asso* 
^ated  with  it :  Scrviuv,  on  Virgil's  aIIumoq 

Nimbo  pflulgrns  *, 
abserves:  Est  enira  fulgidum  luiwicn  quo  clcorum  cnpita  cia- 
guntur:  sic  etiam  piiigi  nolciit :  so  thitt  to  be  crowned  with 
rays,  to  have  a  kind  of  h»lo  [rndinnce  or  coniacntiou)  about 
le  head,  was  a  symbol  of  divinity.  Now  JuHus  Cajsar  was  so 
distinguished,  and  even  before  his  death.  Anioti^lhchtinnurs 
decreed  him,  il.  C,  -15,  as  Florua  supposes*,  one  was  In 
Btbeatro  distincta radiis  coroim.     Lucan  obscrvesy: 

Besi 


I     raj 


Belli)  imrea  sup^ls  fucicnt  dvilia  diroa  : 
Fiilminitma  mancK  nuliiiiquc  oroubil  et  sstris. 
Inline  (tei'im  icniplis  jurabtt  Ronui  per  umbraa. 


a  which  the  Scholiast :  Habitu  enim  Joris  in  tcmplo  Cccmr 
st  conxtitutiis.   acccpit  et  radios  lit  solts  csset  simnlacrnm  : 
tbnt  is,  as  Uie  Sol  Indiges;    in  this  specific  character  of  the 
ic  culeudar. 


,Sol 


iges 


Il]«  dedin  1(6  ns 
Slcllig«runi  »Uollci)s  aj>iceiii  Trojauiu  liilo 
Onfir  ftvo ». 

Cwaar  i»  itrlic  nxxm.  dtiis  cul  t\\\em  Marte  togac|ue 
Pnecipuuin  aon  bella  mafiu^  finila  triutnphiB 
Rcvijiir  domi  geaUp  prnprraiar)iie  glnna  rrrum 
In  tiiiUiM  rcrlere  iiuvuiii  jiU]laiiK|ue  cu-tiiaittem, 
Quam  Bua  prcigeaies  *. 


Qnn«c|ue  alio*  rati  fas  appdlon  piumquc, 
'i'anlu  sit  ilia  dips  et  Doitro  wrior  st'o 
Qiin  caput  Auguetuiii  i\VKm.  Icmpcrat  orbe  relUto 
Acccdzt  calo  faveat^uc  prccanlibu«  obscne. 

Ovid,  Mfltam.  xv.86i. 


MntiA,  li.6ilS.  ■  Siliui  ItAliciii,  Puntca,  xiil  Wtt. 

»  IT.  3,  91.  ■  (lv]d,  Mt-tam  yt.  j+jS.     Menct  is 

I.uiin  tolat  bIIiiu  lUa, 
FlAmmiftruiiKtiw  tnhnii  tpaiiow  limit*.*  orinpiu 
Stelit  mint  1  nabqno  videns  tranrftioljt  fatctur 
E>>e  f-Mi  iitujora,  d  vinci  |;utiilrl.  rth  illn. 

sv.  84A. 
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Dapbni !  quid  anliquM  ugnoram  tiupi<ri«  orlua  i 
£ccet  Uionni  procesitit  C£e«anji  aarum: 
Astrum  quo  scgetes  gauilcrent  frogibua,  el  quo 
Uuceret  apiidi  in  coLltbtu  uva  colorem  <>. 


In  etich  of  these  three  allusiouit  the  emhlcm  of  the  deified 
Caesar  is  rccuKiiixcil  or  represented  hs  a  star.  The  matter  of 
fact  which  explains  thnt  is  the  following. 

i.  Serrius,  on  the  pnsaAgc  just  quoted  from  Virgil :  Cum 
Augustus  Cficsar  Iitdos  fmiebrcs  patri  cclcbrarctj  die  medio 
Stella  apparuit*^ —  Uscbius  Macer  circa  horam  octavnm  »tellam 
ampUssimam  quasi  lemuiscis  corouutam  ortatu  dicit :  quam 
quidiim  ad  inlustrandam  gloriam  Cattiarifl  juvcnis  pertiiiere 
extstiniabant ;  ipse  nuimam  putria  sui  esse  voluit ;  eiquc  id 
Cnpitotio  statuam  super  caput  aureara  atcllam  babcutem 
posuit:  (cui)  iuicriptum  in  basi  fiiit:  desari  Hcmitlieo*. 
And  agaia,  ou  Virgil's, 

PjiUiumiiue  aperiUir  vcrtice  Bidua^' : 
Nam  ex  quo  tetupore  per  diem  stclla  visa  est,  dum  sacrifica- 
rctur  Vcueri  Gciiitriei.  ct  liidi  funebrcs  Cxsari  cxhibercotiur, 
per  triduum  stclla  npparuit  in  ecptemtrioiiej  quud  siduK  Cieaaris 
putatum  est,  Augusto  persundeute.  nam  ideo  Augustus  om- 
nibus atatuis  quas  ob  diviuitatcni  Cxsaris  statnit  hanc  stellnm 
adjccit.  ip)ie  vcro  Augustus  in  houorem  patrii  atcllam  in  galea 
cuepit  habere  depictam. 

ii.  Cometes  lu  uno  totius  orbis  loco  coUtur  in  templo  Roma;. 
admoduiQ  faustus  Divu  Augusto  judicatus  ab  ipso,  qui  inci- 
piente  eo  apparuit  ludis  quos  facicbat  Vencri  Geuitrici  nou 

*  We  are  told  by  [>)o  that  a  stoUK  *o  inscribed  was  decreed  to  Cmar, 
B.  C.  A^>  after  the  Bellum  Arrtciinum,  xliil.  t^  :  'tipfia  ri  rt  ovrav  n  r^ 
KaniToiXitf  utriinpoatarray  t<b  \u  'i^pv6^vm,  tai  f'frl  *uc<!mi  aMtr  r^c  oittHifuVqr 
j(aKKocr  i-atfiifiaaSi/vat,  yiM^I/i'  /jfojim  oTi *HjUi^:ir  Ijrrt.  Yet  <"8p.  iO  lie  in- 
forms m  also  that  C'ssar  caused  iliiainRcriptiontobeenfed.  A  autoewM 
«rcct^  to  him  also  B.C.  4g  ia  Llie  Temple  of  Quirinuii,  aniler  the  title  of  B«^ 
'AMMfrof :  Dio,  xliii.  45 :  cf.  xliv.  6 :  s\v,  6.  'the  Aniitemine  cak-ndar 
«faewt  that  the  date  of  this  was  vu  Kal.  Junim.  May  a6  Itoman,  that  j-ear. 
St-e  Vol.  ii.  135.  The  Tcniplt  uf  Uuiriiiiiit  wm  ua  1)10  Quirinal  Hill. 
Hence  tlie  Sacnitn  SuliD  Indigetie,  (ia  the  seoM  of  Ccaur,}  m  colle  Qiuri- 
tiali. 


^  ViqrU,  Erlom,  ix.  46-49. 


'  MiM*d,  nS 


T: 


c  Cf.  Ad  jRn.  L  987 1  vl.  J91. 
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multo  post  obitum  paths  Oesaris,  in  collegio  ab  eo  iostitiito. 
namque  Lia  verbis*^  id  gaudium  prfxlidit:  lis  ipsis  ludonim 
meorum  dichus  aidua  crinitum  per  acptcm  dies  in  regione 
cu.'li  qutB  gub  septeintriuuibus  est  conspcirtuoi.  id  oriiabatur 
circa  undecimam  hornm  diei,  cinrumque  et  omnibus  e  terns 
coQspicuum  fiiit.  co  stdere  signiticnri  vulgiiii  credidit  CVaaris 
animam  iuter  dconim  immortalium  numina  receptani.  quo 
DDiuiac  id  iusiguc  simulucru  cupitis  ejus  quud  mox  in  foro 
eoDsecrarimUH  iidjcctum  uslt^ 

The  appearance  of  this  comet  for  seren  days  is  attested  by 
Suetonius  alHQE:  Ludis  quoa  primos  coDsecmtoa  ei  hcres 
Augustus  cdebat  stvlla  crinita  per  HCptuni  die»  continuos 
ftilsit,  exoriens  circa  uudccimam  horam :  creditunique  est 
aniuinm  ei*^c  C^enans  iu  C4£lum  rccepti,  ct  hac  de  caussa  hi- 
mulacro  ejus  iu  vertice  udditur  stclla.    Aud  though  he  seems 

have  thuuj^'ht  that  these  were  the  Ludl  Victoriic  Ceesaris, 
(the  date  of  whieh  the  Maffican  aTid  Amitcniinc  calendars  fix, 
to  xiii  Kalendas  Augusti,  July  20  Itoman,)  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  after  the  testimonies  just  produced'',  that  they  were 
the  Ludi  "N'oncris  Genitricis  September  25  or  2fi  Homan, 
celebrated  B.  C.  ii.  Plutarch  confounds  tlie  tiiue  of  the  ap- 
pearaucc  of  this  comet  with  that  of  the  fuucrul  rites  of 
Cffisar>,  March  17-33  Roman;  the  reason  of  which  may  hare 
been  that  another  comet  appeared  B.  C.  43  alsol*,  and  possibly 
in  the  month  of  Mareh. 

There  cannot  consequently  be  any  doubt  that  Juhua  C'lesar 
was  deified  even  ia  his  lifetime,  aud  certainly  after  his  death; 
gnd  that  the  attributca,  emblems,  or  symboN  of  his  di«mty 
were  such  as  would  have  been  mo«t  suitable  for  the  character 
and  person  of  such  a  deity  as  the  sun,  a  crown  of  rays,  and  a 
star :  nliich  may  render  it  less  surpriitiu^  that  he  shuuhl  have 
been  actually  deiKed  under  the  title  of  Sol  Indtges.  Aud  if 
his  feast-day  or  hoUday  in  that  capacity  iraa  fixed  to  the  v  Idus 
AuguataH  or  Sextiles,  as  it  is  seen  to  have  been,  there  can  be 


*  PrcAably  in  lbs  l«lin  Bjuroplnr  <jf 
|-1ho  SfATiiiur  Aiirjniniini. 

r  Pliny,  H.  N.  li.  33.  p.  180.  Cf,  Se. 
[Be(%  *■  I  J-  N«uinil.  Qii»«t.  i.  1.3. 
|t>U),  sIt.  6.  7  :  sddi  tk»t  fur  tli«  Mtno 
llMiton  »nolhn-wu  m^  up  In  Tcrapio 
\  fuirri*  GmiUiiu.  Cf.  OI»*«-'jut-ii», 
|cM\lj».     PllBy,  H.  N.  ii.  fl»-  p   175. 


Scvviin,  »d  Ma.  *.  17s.    Zonam.  z. 
13-  4<>^  A.  It. 
S  Vita,  Lxzxriii.   >.     Ct  AsgnatiH, 

"  a  klfio  Appua,  B.  C.  iii.  la. 

'  Vii«,  Uii. 

k   Cf.    Via,   iIt.  17.      Cf.  VoL   ii. 

6*5. 
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no  question  tbnt  it  must  have  been  w  fixed  out  of  com* 
plimeot  to  the  first  and  greatest  of  liis  victoricti  iti  the  civil 
Trar,(hat  of  Pharsalia;  which  the  other  Julian  caleodars  dat« 
on  the  Minic  (lay. 

Novr  Sextilis  9  U.  C.  706  accoriling  lo  our  scheme  of  the 
Irregular  calendar,  Period  vii.  I7»  coincided  with  June  3 
B.  C.  48.  This  then  must  have  been  the  true  Julian  date  of 
Pharsalia;  June  5  B.C.  48:  and  it  comes  fto  close  to  the 
time  of  that  uiouth  to  which  we  have  already  seen  rea-oon  to 
fix  it,  that  a  more  complete  confirmation  of  our  concluuoiu 
could  nut  bu  desired.  Our  reasoniugs  iudocd  were  founded 
on  circuoislnutial  evidence;;  yet  they  must  have  had  a  fuun- 
tlation  in  fact  and  must  have  been  lightly  conducted  to  Iftad 
us  to  that  conclusion. 

vi.  0*1  the  date  qf  the  death  o/Pompey ;  and  <^  tfie  arrival  <ff 
CiPsar  at  Alexandi-ia. 

Having  dwelt  so  lon;^  on  the  illustration  of  this  particnbir 
dote,  we  shaU  not  consider  the  chronology  of  any  more  of  the 
events  of  the  pi-escnt  consulai-  ycar^  except  one,  the  death  of 
Ponipcy. 

With  regard  to  the  date  of  his  death,  testimony  differs; 
though  the  difference  is  vapa  iiiKf)6p.  We  find  it  stated  that 
he  was  killed  on  bis  birthday,  and  on  the  day  l/e/ore  his  birth- 
day, and  on  the  day  after  his  birthday,  j^nd  possibly  this 
Tariation  of  statements  concerning  this  particular  fact,  at' 
cumstanced  as  it  is*  may  be  explained  as  follows. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  triumph  of  Pompey,  De  Mithridate, 
De  Piratis,  and  I>e  Oriente  in  general,  was  cclcbrntcil  Per 
Biduum ' .-  and  thnt  these  two  dnys  were  iii  Kalendas  Octubres, 
and  Pridic  Kalendas  Octobres;  the  latter  of  which  was  hi* 
true  birthday™ — though  the  former  might  easily  have  been 
supposed  to  be  so.  It  is  agreed  too  that  by  a  remarkable  co- 
incidence he  was  killed  ou  one  of  those  days  on  which  he  had 
celebrated  his  triumph  j  and  in  reality  on  the  second.  Pridie 
Kalendas  Octobres,  September  29  Roman,  his  actual  birth- 
day, ilis  birthday  might  be  rightly  assumed  Pridie  KaL 
Octobres,  and  yet  the  day  of  his  death  be  supposed  to  have 
been  the  first  of  the  two  days  of  his  triumph ;  iii  Kal.  Oct. :  m 

'  Kc*  Vol  ii,  1^1.  Ki-riii.  "  Ijtipra,  163. 
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which  case  it  might  be  said  that  he  was  killed  Pridie  Nata- 
lea,  as  it  is  by  Velleius  Paterculus".  Or  hia  birthday  might 
have  been  supposed  iii  Kal.  Oct.  aud  the  day  of  his  deatli  the 
second  of  the  two  days  of  his  triumph ;  in  which  case  it  might 
be  said  that  he  perished  the  day  after  his  birthday,  as  it  is  by 
Plutarch  in  his  life  of  Pompey°.  But  the  true  day  of  his 
death  was  his  birthday,  September  29  Roman  U.  C.  706, 
July  24  B.  C.  48 :  and  so  it  is  represented  by  Plutarch  him- 
self iu  two  other  instances  P. 

It  follows  that  between  the  Roman  date  of  Pharsalia  Se~ 
xtilis  9,  and  the  Roman  date  of  this  death  September  29,  the 
interval  was  49  days  exactly.  So  also  between  the  Julian 
date  of  the  former  June  5,  and  that  of  the  latter  July  24. 
The  question  therefore  cannot  be  concerning  the  magnitude 
or  amount  of  this  interval,  but  only  in  what  manner  it  is  to 
be  filled  up  and  accounted  for  by  means  of  intermediate 
events. 

And  here  it  would  be  obvious  to  remark  that  the  circum- 
stances found  on  record,  between  the  escape  of  Pompey  from 
the  field  of  Pharsalia  (which  all  our  authorities  date  on  the 
day  of  the  battlei)  and  his  death,  at  first  sight  do  not  appear 
competent  to  have  occupied  such  an  interval  of  time  as  this  ; 
and  we  ourselves  were  so  far  misled  by  the  prima  facie  con- 
atruction  of  these  accounts  as  to  pronounce  a  very  confident 
opinion'  that  a  fortnight's  interval  was  the  utmost  which 
could  be  supposed  to  have  elapsed  between  the  battle  of 
Pharsalia  and  the  death  of  Pompey. 

But  the  truth  is  that,  though  Csesar  himself  set  out  in 


a  ii.  5jt.                   "  Cap.  Ixzix.  reflecting  on  the  ineqnality  of  tbe  civil 

9  C&milliu,  xix:  Symposiaca,  viii.  L  jear  to  the  natural  at  the  time,  Bup- 

I.     Cf.  Dio,  xlii.  5.     Appian,  B.  (3.  ii.  poses  the  day  of  the  arrival  of  Pompey 

86.     Zonaras,   x.  9.  487   C.     Cicero,  at  the  Kloas  Casius,  which  was  also 

DeDivinmtione,  ii.  9,  33-    Lucan  misled  that  of  his  death,  the  day  of  the  aa- 

by  the  Kmbignity  of  the  Roman  date  of  tnmnal  equinox, 
tbe  death  of  Pompey,  Sept.  19,  and  not 

Tempos  erat  quo  Libra  pares  esaminat  boras, 
Noo  nno  plus  equa  die ;  uoctique  rcpendit 
Lvx  minor  hihemK  verul  solatia  damoi. 

viii.  4,(J7. 
1  Csaar,  De  BeUo  Civ.  iii.  96.  loa.      Pharsalia,  vii.  677  ;  viii.  851  :  ix.  950- 
Plutarck,  Pompeiua,  Ixxui-lxxix.  Ltsx.       1007.      Valerius     Max.    tv.  v.    5  Da 
C«9ar,  xlv.    Appian,  R  C.  ii.  8  [ ;  83-      Verecnndia :  i.  v.  6,  De  Ominibus. 
8$:   f^  :   89.     Dio,  xlii.  s-g  :   6-8.         '  Dissertntioas  on  the  Principles,  &c. 
Cicero,  TnaculaniB,  iii.  17,  M.   Lncan,     iti.  643  :  Appendix,  Diss.  xiv. 
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pursuit  of  PomppT  with  a  body  of  horse,  he  was  foUoirc^  by 
one  ](>giou  at  lea^t  on  foot :  C;ei»ar  uDiuibus  rehus  rcUctis 
pcrseqiK-nduin  «ibi  Fompejuiu  cxistimavit .  .  .  et  quautum* 
ounque  itinehs  equitatii  eflicrrc  potcrat  quotidie  pn^redie- 
faatur  .  .  .  le^ioucmqiit:  uiuini  minurihiis  ititicribuH  subscqui 
justjit* :  ntul  ftotti  this,  and  another,  coiumaiiilud  by  U.  Fu- 
sins  KalcQus,  which  had  been  stimmoncd  from  Achoia*,  must 
have  inarch(!cl  by  land  as  fftr  as  Ephesus^i  before  they  took 
sliip  for  Kgypt. 

M'e  luay  date  the  commencement  of  this  pursuit  on  the 
third  day  aflcr  the  battle"  June  7;  ood  from  Lariwa*.  \o» 
the  distance  from  Lariitsn.  to  Ephcsus,  by  the  maps,  vas  -t'70 
Roman  milea  direct,  530  by  road  :  which,  at  an  average  of 
11-3  Roman  miles  f)  British  by  day,  would  require  l-r  days' 
march  at  least.  Nor  perhaps  for  a  long  march  like  ttiii 
and  without  iutciTuption  could  a  greater  average  rate  of  the 
march  daily  he  Rup]iused'.  Forty-seven  tUiys  however  oru 
tho  utmost  interval  which  could  be  allowed  for  the  march  of 
these  legions  to  Ephcsus,  if  both  they  and  Ciesar  actually 
arrived  at  Alexandria  in  Egypt  only  three  days  after  the 
death  of  Fompeyy  ;  and  consequently  not  later  than  July  SG 
or  2",  October  2  or  3  lloman.  And  though  the  Etesian 
winds  mi^ht  possibly  have  set  in  before  that  time',  and 
would  be  in  favour  of  the  paftsagc  from  the  coast  of  Asia  to 
that  of  Egj^)!;  still  the  length  of  the  voyage  even  from 
Rhodes  or  Cyprus  to  Egypt  is  not  rcpi-esentcd  under  any 
circunistanccii  as  1c«a  than  three  or  four  days" ;  and  on  thit 
occasion  (firom  the  Hellespont  to  Egypt)  Lucau  reckons  it 
six  days'  aud  sevcu  nights'  saUi*  *. 

*  'ilie  utmo«t  lengtb  of  tim»  which  could  thus  t>e  allowed  f<  r  the 
of  Capsar  alt  the  «ray  bv  land  tti  K|)lie«iiH,  (if  they  embarked  ihere  for 
Rboilai,  t>ee  De  Uelln,  la.  105,  106.)  would  be  frnm  June  ;  ti>  Jolj'  zi, 
tbat  is,  44  dny* :  ai  llie  nile  of  13  Rvitiaa  ruilfs  s  day.  ,  SiK-h  a  march 


•  Dc  Bclio  Civ.  ill.  101. 

•  Ibitl.  106.    Cf.  nio,  \\\\.  iji,  14- 

■  Lk-  Bvllo  Civ.  iti.  lo;;.  106.  Cf. 
Scacn,  i.  i  ;6.  Ad  llrKkiui,  ix.  6. 

"  Cr.  Vwma.  !}«  Etrlb  Civ.  iti.  gfl. 
101.  At<t>^am  B.  C.  ii.  8«.  Dio.  xUi. 
6.     Plulufh,  AMoiiiuf,  viii. 

X  Vt    bitr    Vaaii    tallmlid,   i.    151 


f  UtT,  cxiL  Appi*o,  R.  C.  it.  89. 
Ckw,  be  B«Ua  (-tfiU,  liL  io«.  Cf. 
Aneedolt   (irsoa    Parisirauai.   IL   18. 

•  Cf.  Ckwt,  Do  BpIIo  Civ.  HA.  107. 

•  Cf.  Puotiiw.  Cod.  no.  p.  454.  Ljy 

^  Plonabn,  ix.  iooc>_ie»7. 
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In  fact  it  appears  that  C%sar  nctUHlIy  set  out  to  Egypt 
Trom  Rhodes,  partly  n  ith  the  ships  of  L.  Cnssius,  which  had 
Burreuilered  to  him  at  the  Hellespont'^,  partly  witli  such  as 
e  had  got  from  the  Rhodians'' :  and  no  doubt  these  carried 
some  of  his  troops,  previously  transported  thither  from  the 
continent.  From  Rhodes,  with  the  aid  of  the  Etesian  winds, 
the  passHge  to  Alexandria  might  be  made  in  three  or  four 
dajrs'  and  nights'  time.  AVe  may  presume  then  that  lie  must 
have  Bet  sail  from  that  island*  on  the  day  of  the  denth  of 
Pompey,  JiiIyiH;  and  have  arrived  at  Alexandria  on  the 
thirrl  day  after  it,  July  27.  It  appears  from  Appian"*  that 
he  set  out  in  the  evening  with  a  lantern  or  light  iu  his  ship  ; 
Trhich  is  a  proof  that  there  wa«  no  moon :  and  that  could  not 
fail  to  be  the  case  on  the  evening  of  July  21,  when  the  moon 
was  25  days  ohl  at  loust. 

C'a^sar'H  own  teatiraony"  seems  to  be  express  to  tho  fact 
that  he  sailed  directly  to  Alexandria,  and  first  heard  of  the 
death  of  Pompey  there ;  and  the  same  thinj;  may  he  eol- 
Tected  from  Appian'.  The  death  of  Ponipcy  was  already 
known  of  at  Alexandria  when  he  arrived ;  and  that  was  po»- 
iible :  the  scene  of  his  death  having  been  Mount  Ca»ius8, 
only  200  miles  direct  from  Alexandria;  which  special  mes- 
Bengera  might  easily  travel  in  three  days*  and  two  nights* 
time.  It  ia  agreed  however  that  he  did  not  land  before  the 
head  and  the  ring  of  Pompey  were  brought  to  him'';  and 
probably  that  would  not  be  until  the  return  of  the  king. 


potsible.     Ilifi  tmops  tni^fhl  indeed  hnrc  come  by  fica  from  the  llel- 
i[>oiit  to  ICplitwuK,  in   tbc   Hhtps  of  Caniuv;   which  would  inxlcrially 
shorten  thni  pnrt  of  the  journey.     Bat  Cecsar  himself  certainly  appear*  xo 
hkve  irurrlteil  m  KphpsLis  by  Und  :  iii.  105,  loti. 


^'  A]>pi>ii,  B  C.  )j.  KR.     Dio,  xlii.  t>. 
«t<iiiiii>i,  j<ili»s,  Ixiji.  J. 
*  AppUn.  B-  C  ii.  89. 
■  Do  Iklla  Civ.  iii.  ic6. 
f  ii.89.     Dio  (rlii.  7.)*M>in«  to  im- 
ply tfc«t  he  »ail«l  tti  PclHEJuin   first, 
nd  tben  to  Aleuuiclnft :  cf.  I'lutArch, 
Ckmf,  »!i1ii  :  I  JTjr,  tiii. 

■  PtnUrch,  PompciMS,  Ixxril.  Ixxx  : 


C»Mr,  ilviil.  AppUn,  B.r,  ii.B^  8S. 
Dio,  )dii.  j-.l-S.  Mribo,  sri  >,  IU*. 
torite  Aug.  ^S.  Adri&n,  14.  ]>io,  Iu. 
II. 

>>  Livy,  exii.  Dia,  xBr.  7,  ^  :  ct  18.- 
Pluiorch,  Citwr.  xlviti  :  PcuipHuf, 
IxKX.  VitlitriiM  MftK.  V.  1.  ID  Uc  Clc- 
mnntia.      Aurtox  De  Viri»,   Poiupwui 
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vii.  On  the  date  of  the  return  of  Cicerv  frvtn  Dyrrhacb'tam  to 

Jta/tj. 

And  here  wc  should  wish  to  cIosr  our  review  of  the  chro- 
nohi^y  of  this  yuir,  were  it  not  stilL  neueiisiu'y  to  say  a  few 
words  m  reference  to  the  movements  of  Cicero  ;  of  which,  we 
have  had  no  further  nccount  since  the  Ides  of  Quiactllu, 
May  n. 

It  haa  h«eu  seen  that  &t  the  time  of  Phai'salia  he  was  «1 
Dyrrbaclituio  ;  and  vie  may  perhaps  have  a  fiituro  opportu- 
nity of  considering;  his  ovrn  account  of  the  first  erenta  whid) 
ensued  tlicro  afttT  the  receipt  of  the  newa  of  that  Imttle, 
Wc  know  too  that  he  determined  himself  to  retire  from  anj 
further  participation  in  the  civil  war ;  and  it  would  seem 
that  it  most  have  been  recommended  to  him  by  Ciesar. 
through  DDluhella  hia  son-in-lair '^  to  return  to  Italy  nni 
abide  the  result  uf  the  contest  there:  and  that  he  thought  it 
expedient  to  comply  with  that  advice,  under  the  cxpectatlxm 
probably  that  Caiaar  himself  would  not  Ihi  long  iii  returning 
to  Italy  also^. 

We  <lu  nut  however  know  when  be  set  out;  or  how  long 
he  was  on  the  road.  That  be  did  not  sail  directly  from  Dyr- 
racliinm  to  Hrinidisium  apiKars  from  the  fact  that  be  was  at 
Patrffi  in  Aebaia  bv  the  wav':  and  left  bis  brother  Qniotua 
there.  The  first  letter  with  a  date  is  from  Brundiainm,  to 
Tercntia"',  Pridic  Xonas  Noicmbrcs  IJ.C.  706,  August  28 
B.C.  48;  two  months  ami  twcuty-thrcc  days  after  the  date 
of  Pharsalia,  June  5.  But  ho  had  not  then  only  just  re> 
turned.  The  letter  was  in  answer  to  one  of  Terentia's,  which 
had  been  written  in  reply  to  one  of  his  own  to  her ;  and  pcr- 
hajis  that  wbieb  first  announced  to  bor  the  fact  of  his  returo. 
And  as  she  was  at  a  distance  from  Brundisium,  it  might  re- 
quire a  month  to  get  her  aiuwcr  to  it. 

The  fir^t  letter  to  Actions  after  the  return"  is  without  a 
date.     The  next"  is  dated  iv  Kaleudas  Decembres,  Sept.  20; 


1  All  Tarn.  xx.  15.  C.  CwiJo  1  cf.  Ad 
Ailic  li.  6.  Pluiuch,  Cicero,  ixxit. 
Dio,  ilii.  10. 

k  Alt  Altii:  xi.  ;. 

'  Ibid  5.  ;.  8,  10-  11.16:  rf.  xi.  9. 

■■  Ad  Pftut.  siv,  11 :  c£  si.  fj  t  til.  3. 

■  ii.1. 


«  Ibiil.  $t  r£  xi.  9:  R-riltn  urn 
CiorroV  birthday  U.  C.  jo;.  ik-L  >« 
R-C.^H:  «liM-k  •IwM*  (hot  br  pw- 
niMwIjr  rotniTinl  to  llaljr  t)«r<»«>  Uw.  10 
RuiBuu  at  litiuit ;  Uie  and  of  Uu  Tri- 
buni.-iiui  JMT,  U.  L.  706. 
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imd  be  vns  then  awnre  of  the  death  of  Pompey.  Tlie  same 
tliiug  Rppcnnt  fmm  the  next  IcttcrP,  dated  xiv  KhIcikIils  Ja- 
nnarias,  October  9.  And  nt  t)uB  season  of  the  7ear,  when 
the  Etesinn  winds  irere  adverse  to  the  tnuismission  of  news 
from  Alexandria,  it  ia  not  probahle  thnt  the  despatches  of 
Cccsfir  which  announced  the  fact  would  arrive  undcir  six  weeks 
at  least  1;  i.e.  before  the  middle  of  September.  The  news 
seems  to  have  been  brought  by  Ca-siir's  freedmau  Diuclmrcs'', 
bearer  of  letters  from  C-oesnr  himself  also,  alluded  to  in  the 
Epistle  to  Atticus" :  and  this  wait  probably  tlic  first  ofllcial 
coramunication  sent  by  Ciesar  to  Home,  since  h'is  departure 
the  year  Iteforc  "Pharsalia ;  for  af^er  Pharsalin  he  sent  none*. 

On  this  principle,  the  statement  in  T)io',  that  the  different 
* Apxaipiotau,  comitin,  or  elections  of  the  year,  which  bad  been, 
purposely  reserved  for  the  return  of  Ca-sar  in  person,  were 
held  at  last  'Eir'  /ftJflip  lov  t-rovi,  is  very  likely  to  have  been 
true.  It  conies  in  indeed  P.  C.  47 ;  but  it  belongs  in  reality 
to  this  year,  B.  C.  -tS.  It  could  scarcely  be  otherwise ;  if  the 
return  of  Ciesar  continued  to  be  expected,  down  to  the  ar- 
rival of  these  tidings  from  Alexandria,  con&rmed  by  liis  own 
letters,  and  by  the  ring  of  Pompey'. 

We  tmce  the  letters  of  Cicero  after  this  ilown  to  the 
Ti  Kal.  .Tan.«  October  17;  and  to  Prirlie  Kal.  Jan."  Octo- 
ber 21 :  which  arc  all  that  remain  with  dates,  belonging  to 
this  year.  The  next  with  a  date  was  on  his  birtlnlayx, 
iii  Nonas  Januariaii ;  consequently  in  the  next  consular  year, 
though  oil  October  24  B.  C.  48. 

Section  V. — Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  vij.  18, 354  dayg. 

V.  C.  707  Varr.  ;o6  Cap.  704  Polyb.  B.'C.  48-47- 


C.  Julitu  Co'sar  Thn.  ii 
M.  Antoniua  Mag-  Equit. 


Kakndic  Januariffi  October  33  B.  C.  48.  Nundinal  Char.  8. 


»  1L7. 

4  Cf-  onr  IKuertatiun*  on  tbo  Prin- 
dples.  Sec.  i.  $06  I  111.381. 
'  Cf.  tho,  xlb.  18. 
*  Ciena,  Oratio  Ivi.   Pkilip|Mca,  xi*. 


8,  13:    tt.   tKo,  slU.  iS.     Plntanli, 
Crmut,  M.  «  xlii.  30. 

-  Ad  AlUe.  kI.  S. 

■  Ad  ¥tm.  »T.  1 6. 

■  Ad  Attic,  ai.  9. 
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i.  On  the  chfumlogy  of  the  HcUum  Alciauilniiuui. 

Tlie  pnncipal  events  of  this  consular  ycnr  verc  the  Alexan- 
drine war  and  the  war  witli  Vliiiruacus.  Wc  slinll  briufl^v  coo- 
liidcr,  the  chronology  of  each,  in  order  to  shew  how  the  chro- 
nology' of  each  oonBrms  our  calendar,  and  in  its  turn  is  illug* 
Imtcd  and  authcnticnted  hy  our  calendar. 

The  close  of  the  Alexandrine  war  is  known.  The  Bubmi»- 
siou  of  Alexandria  ensued  with  httk-  or  do  delay  uu  the  UsC 
battle  of  the  Aiexaudrineit  with  CVsar,  and  their  last  defeat 
by  him  :  in  escitping  from  uhich  the  young  king^  Ptolemy 
was  drowned  in  the  Nile)' :  and  this  snbroissiou  ia  dated  iu 
the  Mall'irnn  cnlcnihir  on  the  n  Kalendas  Apriles,  ^fareli  27 
Bomna ;  opposite  to  which  day  in  that  calendar  stands  the 
criti-y,  Hue  die  C.ksar  Amixanor.  RixKnr:  and  wc  have 
aeeii  that  the  autlienticity  of  these  dates  mny  be  depended 
on.  Aud  hence  the  first  confirmation  of  our  Uomaii  cidendar 
of  the  year,  deduciblc  from  the  true  chronology  of  this  war. 
For  the  Tear  of  the  submission  was  undoubtedly  U,  C.  707  • 
and  it  appearii  from  our  calendar  that  the  vi  Knl.  Apnies 
(March  27  Itomnn)  U.  C.  707  fell  on  Janiiary  12  It.  C.  47. 
Consequently  the  conclusion  of  the  war  by  the  submission  in 
(juealion  coincided  with  tlie  middle  of  winter,  for  nuy  climate 
of  the  Roman  empire,  except  that  of  Egypt  itself.  If  then 
it  had  lusted  three  or  four  months  previously  it  mu6t  have 
begun  before  winter,  and  yet  mnst  have  been  waged  in  the 
winter.  Accordingly  it  is  so  represented  by  Suetonius'  :  Et 
fugieutem  (sc.  Pompcium)  Alcxandriam  j>cr<iQcutus  ut  ocd- 
■um  dcprchcndit  cum  Ptolemseo  regc,  a  quo  sihi  quoque 
insidias  tcndi  vidcbat,  bellum  sane  ditficilUmum  gessit,  nc' 
que  loco  neque  tempore  fequo,  sed  hieme  auui,  et  intra 
mceuia  copiosissimi  ct  sollcrtissimi  hostia,  iuopa  ipse  rcrum 
omnium  ntque  intpnmtn<i. 

The  date  of  the  conclusion  of  the  war  being  thus  known; 
there  are  certain  facts  upon  record  by  means  of  which  we  can 
upproximatc  to  that  of  its  commencement  also. 

It  appears"  that  Cu.  Domitius  Catviuus,  (whom  Ciesar  had 


>  IV  i'l'llaAlui.  iD~3>-  *  •loliue  Cnv.ssxT.  |. 

•  l>c  Urlln  Alex.  9  s  34. 
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left  in  cominnnd  of  the  nrmy  ia  Asia  when  he  himself  set  out 
toEg:5*pt'',)  after  tlie  war  had  broken  out  and  had  been  going 
on  some  time  sent  two  legions  to  his  assiatancc  ;  one  by  sea' 
the  other  by  land**.  This  latter,  it  is  said,  In  bello  fUexan- 
driuo  non  occurrit,  i]UOti  itincre  tcrre»tn  ])cr  Synam  enit 
mlssa'.  That  is,  it  arrived  too  late  to  take  any  part  iu  the 
war.  Conscqncntlr  after  January  12  B.  C.  47,  at  the 
earliest. 

Noir,  if  we  may  only  asautue  that  it  was  dispatched  from 
Ephesus'' ;  the  diatanee  from  Ephesus  to  Alexandria  all  the 
way  by  land  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  1250  Koman 
mites  dtrret,  140n  by  rand  :  iiiid  tliough  that  would  rct^nirc 
100  days'  march  at  the  rate  of  14  Konian  milca  a  day;  it 
might  not  require  mnch  more :  so  that  if  this  le^on  did  not 
irrirc  until  some  time  after  January  12  B.  C.  47  it  could  not 
have  been  sent  later  than  the  beginning  of  October  B.  C.  48. 

It  appears  however  that  when  this  legion  was  dospatehed 
by  land  another  was  sent  at  the  same  time  by  sea :  imd  the 
irrival  of  this  at  its  destination  is  dated  by  the  Auctor  De 
Bcllo  Alex.''  critically  during  the  iwo  days  on  which  Cwsar 
was  employed  at  Alcxandriii  in  sinking  wells  to  supply  the 
want  of  firesli  water'.  The  wind  being  ea.sterly  at  the  time, 
this  Icgiou  had  not  been  able  to  make  the  port  of  Alexandria, 
but  had  been  carried  further  up  the  coai^t  to  the  west:  Ad 
littora  Africa;  paullo  supra  Alcxandriam  :  ami  an  the  same 
wind  atill  continued  to  blow,  they  sent  word  of  their  situation 
,tp  Cffisar  in  Alexandria  Navigio  actunrios;  i.e.  by  a  ship 
jncd  with  rowers. 

Now  from  the  account  of  his  junction  with  these  reinforce- 
ments at  last,  and  of  the  attack  which  the  Alexandrines  made 
upon  him  as  he  was  returning  '■,  it  i»  ck-ar  that  the  junction 
must  hare  been  cflectcd  at  a  timo  when  the  nights  were 
dark ;  and  consequently  when  there  was  no  moon :  Duabus 
de  caussis  (Cicsar)  co  die  dimicare  nolcbat,  quod  et  nuUos 
militcs  in  nai-ibus  habehat,  (i.  e.  In  hts  ships  of  war,  only  in 
the  INaves  oncrariffi,  or  transports.)  ct  post  horam  deciraam 
dici  rea  agebatur.     nox  nutem  adlutura  videbatur  nmjorcm 


^  IlMd.  34.     Uio.  xtii.  46 :  45- 

d  Cr.  Dv  Aniln  Ci*.  iii.   105-107. 
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fiducmm  illis  qui  locorum  notitia  conSdebnat.  And  (hoiagh 
bo  wnn  nevcrtliele«s  compelled  to  figbt>  and  vas  victimons  in 
tke  battit;  itself,  yet  tlie  arrii'al  of  uight  prevented  him  from 
fyllowiug  u)i  bis  success,  aud  cupturing  tlie  wliolc  fleet  of  t)i« 
euciiiy;  Quud  uiai  $iox  priclium  direiuisset  tota  classe  boftima 
CiEsnr  potitus  esaet'. 

Now  tbc  new  moons  of  the  nutunmal  quarter,  B.C.  4^ 
Diny  he  aMiimcil  to  hnve  fAllen  on  September  2G,  October  35^ 
November  24  reipcctivclir ;  and  therefore  the  full  moon* 
October  10,  November  8.  and  December  R,  rcspcctivelT 
also.  'We  tiro  entirely  of  opinion  tUat  this  battle  vrith  th« 
Alexandrines  by  sea,  nheD  Cit^ar  was  returning  vith  his  re- 
inforeemenU,  mu3t  have  been  fought  in  the  laxi  quarter  of 
one  of  these  moon-*;  some  time  after  October  1",  or  Xorem> 
ber  lo,  or  December  15.  The  last  of  these  dates  is  excluded^ 
M  much  too  near  to  the  close  of  the  war  itself,  January  12 
B.  C.  '(7.  The  second  mi^ht  be  ailmiisibtc,  though  probahlr 
for  ths  same  reason  Hcarccly  so.  But  the  iirat  is  by  for  the 
most  likely  to  have  been  the  truth;  both  because  the  anrirai 
of  these  reinforcements  by  sea,  and  Ca^ar'a  junciion  with 
them,  were  evidently  among  the  earliest  events  of  the  war, 
after  it  bad  fairly  broken  out :  and  because  the  mission  of  this 
legion  by  sen,  and  that  of  the  other  by  land,  each  in  obedi- 
ence lo  orders  from  Caisar,  and  each  fur  the  same  purpose; 
would  iintunilly  bo  as  nearly  as  possible  Ryncbronous;  and  tf 
the  latter  could  not  hare  been  later  than  the  beginning  of 
October,  neither  could  the  former. 

Let  us  as-sume  that  this  legion  was  actually  dispatched  bj 
•en  about  the  full  moon  of  October,  October  8  ;  and  that  it 
was  seut  from  Kphesns.  The  length  of  the  voyage  to  the 
coast  of  Egypt  could  not  have  been  loss  tlum  »  week  ;  and  its 
detention  on  tlie  coast  of  Africa,  even  afier  the  passage,  before 
its  Junction  with  t'ifsar  being  reckoned  at  nbont  as  mneh 
more,  its  actual  junction  with  him  at  last,  and  the  battle  by 
»ea  as  he  was  returning  to  Aleianrlnd  would  actually  hear 
date  on  or  about  October  22;  only  three  days  before  the 
rhauge  of  the  moon,  when  the  nights  would  nocessanlv  be 
d«rk. 

Hue  the  war  itself  had  broken  out  two  or  three  weck«  at 

'  DsBclLoAlox.  Caf.ii. 
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wt  before  tliis  junction.  It  wouW  require  aix  or  seven 
fd»ys  to  make  Domitius  in  Asia  acquaiuted  with  Ciesnr's 
intuation  nt  Alex&ndria :  and,  if  the  former  actimlly  ilisi^ntched 
Ithc  legion  to  his  assistance  oa  or  about  October  8,  the 
Flatter  must  liave  nent  him  word  of  tbu  state  of  things  at 
Alexandria  on  or  about  October  1.  And  here  tlie  Epistles  of 
Cicero  come  in  to  throw  further  light  on  the  actual  chrono- 

tlogy  of  these  proceedings  in  Egypt  j  aud  thereby  to  confirm 
Dur  conclusiuufl. 
There  is  n  letter  to  Atticus'*  dated  on  the  .wiii*  Kaleudas 
Quinctilcs,  this  year,  in  which  he  observes  with  reference  to 
CVsar:  Illimi  ah  Alcxnndria  di^iccssissc  nemo  nuntiat;  cun> 
stfttque  ne  profectnm  quidem  illinc  qiicmquam  jmst  Idus 
Martias :  nee  post  Idus  Decembres  ab  illo  datas  ullaij  litteras : 
ex  quo  iuteUigia  illud  de  litteris  a.  d.  v  Idus  Februariits  datia 
■(quod  iuane  ettset  ctinmfli  venun  esspt]  uon  vcruiu  esse.  The 
T  Idus  Febninrias  would  be  >.'nTember28  B.  C.  48 :  and  what 
Cicero  meant  by  tliis  last  ubsorvatioii  probably  was  thnt  even 
fcthotigh  Cipsar  had  actually  written  letters  of  that  date  they 
■would  prove  nothing  of  tlic  time  when  he  was  to  be  expected 

»to  return,  »o  long  after ;  i.  e.  when  lie  himself  was  writing  to 
AtticuB.  on  the  xviii  Kal.  Quinctiles.    Whnt  he  said  indeed  of 
no  one's  havin;^  left  .Moiandria  latnr  than  tlic  Ides  of  March 
—^last  l>cfure  the  date  of  this  letter  would  bo  explaino-d  in  part 
^by  the  season  of  the  year;    for  the  Ides  of  ^larch  U.  C.  707 
coincided  with  December  .31    W.  C.  4^:  when  no  one,  who 
could  possilily  help  it,  would  have  thought  of  saitiug  from 
Eg}'^pt  to  Italy.     Ihit  be  added  thnt  it  was  well  known  no 
Kjcttcrs  hnd  liccn  received   from  Ah^xandria  of  a  later  date 
Bthan  the  Ides  of  December  ;  and  thnt  could  not  be  cxphuncd 
Bby  the  season  of  the  year:   for  the  Ides  of  December  U.  0. 
B7O6  were  not  later  than  October  5  B.  C.  48.     It  can  be  ex- 
plained only  by  the  fact  that  the  war  itself  must  by  that  time 


ThJE  AaXt  tno'it  h« corrupt ;  thrre  hting  no  such  diy  u  the  xviii  Ksl. 
[Quinctiles  in  dii;  mr>iitK  of  Jimc  nt  tliiti  time,     Tlia  next  lettrr,  written 
an  ftftcr  Uiis.i^  duud  xii  Kal.  tiuintrtilcji.    I'roliatily  the  true  reading  wu 
he  jcvii  Kal.  Qtiiuctiln,  June  14  Roman  March  31  B.  C,  47.      Cf.  Ad 
iFam.  XIV.  \,  which  confirms  this  correction. 

*  XI.  1 ; . 
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hare  brokcu  out.  And  if  bo,  this  coincideace  ought  to  be 
considered  n  ^rcnt  coufiraiatioii  of  the  date  to  wtuch  mc  have 
conjectiirnlly  fixed  its  oonimencement ;  viz.  ou  or  ntiout 
October  1. 

It  apppars  also  from  another  letter  to  Atticus',  dated  o: 
the  xii  KalcntliLs  Febninrias,  Nov.  0  B.  C.  48,  that  Cicero' 
brother  QDintiift*  sod,  the  youugcr  Quiatus,  was  at  Epbcsos 
DD  the  vi  Idus  Dt;cenibres,  September  30,  G.  C.  48 ;  and  (ai 
the  contest  of  the  letter  implies)  ou  his  way  at  that  time  to 
Cfeaar  in  Atexnudria*.  Yet  he  actually  joined  or  actually 
saw  Citsur  first  only  at  Anrioeh,  the  next  year".  It  is 
nothing  improbable  that  the  arrival  of  (.'a.'sar'a  letters  to  Do- 
mitius,  at  EphcKus",  a  few  (lays  after  September  30,  appritin; 
him  of  the  brenkiug  out  of  the.  war  and  of  bis  own  critical 
situation,  was  the  very  thing  irhich  stopped  this  proposed 
visit  of  the  younger  Cicero  to  Kfirypt  juat  at  this  juQCture  of 
time,  and  mttdr  him  postpone  his  interview  with  Cirsar  to  a 
more  convenient  season. 

The  actual  coiiimcuccment  of  hostilities  at  Alexandria  may 
QODsequeiitly  be  dated  iibout  the  end  of  September,  21.  C.  48. 
It  is  clear  at  least  from  the  account  of  subsequent  proceed- 
ings that  though  the  Etesian  winds  were  blowing,  «hen  Cksst 
arrived,  on  July  27  or  soon  after  that  day  ",  winds  from 
different  quarter  were  blowing  when  the  war  had  brokeu 
outP;  and  uu  such  >viudB  ordinarily  set  iu  until  after  the 
ition  of  the  tltesiie  :  the  stated  time  of  which  in  nil  the 
Pflrapegmata  of  antiquity  wos  from  September  1 — 'i.  Nor 
in  the  eoiu'se  of  these  proceedings  is  there  a  single  allusion  to 
the  inundation  of  the  Nilei;  and  that  too  would  be 
towards  the  beglnuiug  of  October.  This  date  of  the  com- 
menccmeut  of  the  contest  nbo  explains  the  language  attri- 


•  Q.  Cicero  ami  }iia  con. accordino;  to  Corneliua  Nei«M'  Life  of  Aiiicmi. 
were  boili  made  |)tiHOi)er«  in  Pompef'ti  camp  on  the  day  of  PliarH-iliii.  and 
both,  39  lie  also  »taCe>.  dismbaed  tbeoce  in  wfety  by  Cesat,  for  Atlicufl' 
sake;  th«  t>roLher-in-Iaw  of  the  elder,  and  the  uncle  of  iltc  younger, 
Qointus. 


I  11.  loi  (J.  i6. 

"  xi.  »:  cf.  SI.    AIM  Ih   BtUo 
Ales.  65. 
■  Cf  Cicero,  Orallo  xtli.  Vn  Ro|^ 


[»ejo*»i^  5,  141  9,  34. 
o  l*ii  lt<'llo  Ci\ili,  Ui.  i»7. 
f  I)r  IWlIn  \Urx.  <);  t-f.  i  :  y 
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"^butcd  to  the  Alexandriaea  just  before :  Idt^uc  agendum 
mature:  uainque  cum  mtcrclusuiu  teiupestatibus  propter 
aniii  tcmpus  reciperc  traitsraarina  auxiiin  uoii  posse  ^  Oa  or 
after   October  I   the  sea  would   bo  considcrei)  as  good  aa 

shut. 

It  Appears  also  that,  among  those  who  brought  rnuforce- 

itt  to  CVsar  bv  laud  aud  coutributed  materiallr  to  the 

ful  termiauttoD  of  the  war,  Mitliridatcs  of  Pergamus 

ru  OQB^;    wliom,  on  that  nccount  nud  for  other  services 

which  he  had  also  rendered  him,  Cscsar,  B.C.  47.  before  he 

■left  Asia,  rewarded  with  the  kingdom  of  the  Uosporusi,  taken 
Wway  from  r^harnaces^  His  cooperation  with  Coesar  on  this 
occasion  U  particularly  noticed  by  Joseph  us";  because  Anti- 
paler,  the  fatlicr  of  iierod,  uccompanicd  him  on  the  same 
service  with  a  body  of  Jewish  auxiliaries. 
H  Now  he  van  •tciit  into  Syria  ond  Cilicia  Initio  belli  Ale- 
^x«ndrim"to  obtain  reinforcements  from  that  qtuirtcr;  aud 
he  bad  those  forces  to  collect  when  be  got  there.  Let  us 
suppose  that  he  was  sent  at  the  time  when  Ctesftr  notified 
his  bituattou  to  Domitius  at  Epheaus :  aud  that  he  ultimately 
began  bis  march  bark  friiui  Tarsus  in  Cilicia :  aud  let  us 
suppose  too  that  he  was  sent  by  sen.  The  diatauco  from 
Tarsus  to  Pclnaium  in  Kgypt  by  land  was  630  Roman  miles 

■  direct,  71 1  by  road  ;  and  that  would  require  55  days'  march 
at  the  rate  of  13  miles  a  day.  And  yet  it  would  be  nearly 
50  days'  niurch  le&s  than  from  Kphesus.  If  then  he  set  out 
upon  his  return  to  Kgypt  at  the  beginning  of  November 
(ahont  n  month  after  tho  time  when  he  wns  probably  sent 
[into  Syria  and  Cilicia)  he  might  amvc  at  Pcluaiuni  about  the 
lend  of  December;  long  before  the  reinforcements  despatched 
by  Pomitius  could  yet  have  done  so.  And  the  course  of 
[events  from  the  capture  of  Peluidum  (which  he  took  in  one 
[day*)  dorni  to  his  junction  witli  Caesar,  and  the  final  battle 
with  the  Alexandrines,  followed  by  the  submission  of  the 


'  De  Bflh  Alci.  j. 

■  Ibul,  i(>.ja.  VI.  Ilia.ilii.  41 )  481 
ilrii.  36. 

'  I>o  Ikllo  Alex.  ;S.  A]y\>mn,  Mi- 
tliricUUcA,  111.  a.  Dio,  xlvii.  t6. 
Ciccru,  Uv  I>iviiL  ii.37,  79. 
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citT  oa  Jiinaaiy  12*,  irill  strongly  imply  thnt  he  coald  not 
have  arrived  long  before  tlic  end  of  December.  The  first 
nllujiion  to  Iiis  approach  coincides  with  tlio  time  when  Ciesar, 
at  the  request  of  ttic  people  of  Alexandria,  aiid  under  pre- 
tence of  suiierscdin^^  Arsinov  (his  si-ttcr)  in  the  kinji^rloTD,  ilis< 
misKd  king  Ptolemyv;  wliicb  is  thus  probably  determined 
to  the  end  of  December  B.  C.  48. 

From  these  premises  too  it  will  follow  that,  if  the  eecoad 
week  in  October  B.  C.  48  was  the  time  when  Domitius  Cal- 
vious  sent  the  legion  to  (^sar  by  sca^  it  must  also  have  been 
the  time  when  he  himself  was  preparing  to  march  against 
Pharnnces  * :  but  as  he  had  to  assemble  his  forces  from  very 
distant  parts  of  Asia*,  nod  had  to  march  at  last  toNicopo]ia> 
before  he  encountered  Phaniaccs  **,  wc  may  conclude  that  the 
actual  date  of  his  defeat  ou  that  oecaslou  would  probably  be 
the  beginning' of  Heccmbcr.  The  night  before  this  battle  <! 
couriers  from  Cmsar  to  Domitius  were  intercepted  by  Phar- 
uBccs,  with  fresh  letters  to  Domitius;  ui^ing  him  to  male 
still  greater  efforts  to  come  to  his  assistance:  and  if  these 
left  Alexandria  early  in  November,  it  was  probably  at  the 
most  critical  period  of  the  contest.  Nor  is  it  improbable 
that  the  night  ou  ^(hich  tbey  were  intercepted  was  that  of 
the  full  moon  of  December,  or  just  before  it,  December  7 
era 

It  is  observable  also  that  at  this  conjuncture  of  tlie  defeat 
of  Domitins  by  Pharnaces  the  Auetor  De  BcUo  digresses  to 
give  an  account  of  what  happened,  at  the  same  time,  (Sub 
idem  tempus,)  in  lllyricum ^,  and  also  Lu  Spain^;  from  which 

*  It  appcani  rrom  Dio,  xlii.  4^,  th«t  when  Cwsar  ten  the  port  of  Ale- 

xantlria,  before  ibis  itccii-irc  batik,  it  wma  by  night,  aad  with  a  greM  num- 
ber  of  lights  hnn^Of;  from  Lhe  prowa  of  hU  sliipfl;  which  were  ixtin> 
guisbed  as  sooa  as  they  hod  ansn-fretl  thu  purpovc  of  d«cei^*ing  Ui« 
enemy,  We  strongly  suapcct  frum  this  fact  that  there  wu  n  maon,  that 
oi(;ht,  bill  mot  much  before  midnight,  'i'he  moon  wu  new  Deccmbw  ij. 
and  thai  mooD  would  be  rifiDg  a  UtUe  befom  midnight,  January  9  gr  10. 

r  Do  Ik-llo  Aln.  35.    Cf.  s;:  4.  ^  Ibid.  38—41- 

IMo,  >lii.4i.  0  Ibtd.  .1^.     Appiaa,  MithiWali(% 

s  D*  8«11o  Alex.  i\.     Dio,  ili.  9  :  on.  B.  C.  li.  91. 

45  I  46.  '  I>«  IMlo  AIh.  A*~-a1- 

•  Da  Bi>Uo  Aid.  3$-yi.  *  Ibid.  48-^4.    Uij,  ed. 
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we  must  conclude  tliat  these  events  were  more  or  less  simul- 
taneous, and  all  happened  ahout  the  time  of  this  defeat  of 
Domitius  bj  Phamaces.  If  the  date  of  this  latter  was  really 
ahout  the  10th  of  December  B.  C.  48,  then  at  the  ordinary 
rate  of  the  transmission  of  news  from  Asia  to  Rome,  at  this 
period,  and  in  the  winter  season '',  it  could  not  he  known  of 
at  Rome  in  less  than  3  or  4  months*  time.  There  is  a  re- 
ference to  all  these  misfortunes  in  common,  in  an  epistle 
of  Cicero's  k,  dated  iii  Nonas  Junias,  March  20  B.  C.  47 ; 
which  proves  that  all  were  known  of  in  Italy  by  that  time, 
but  evidently'had  not  long  been  so :  Cum  ea  plaga  in  Asia 
eit  accepta  *",  in  Illyrico  *>,  in  Cassiano  negotio  «,  in  ipsa  Ale- 
xandria ',  in  urbe ',  in  Italia "". 

It  appears  also  to  be  implied  in  Dio  *>  that  Csesar  undertook  to 
mediate  between  Cleopatra  and  Ptolemy,  after  his  arrival  in 
Egypt,  in  quality  of  Dictator ;  but  we  have  his  own  assurance 
that  he  did  so  in  the  capacity  of  Consul  ° :  nor  could  he  have 
done  so  at  that  time  in  any  other,  as  he  was  not  elected 
dictator  the  second  time  until  the  end  of  U.  C.  706p  ;  though 
it  is  possible  (or  rather  highly  probable)  that  he  would  hear 
of  his  second  election  to  the  dictatorship  soon  after  the  close 
of  the  Alexandrine  war,  B.  C.  47 ;  and  might  mediate  as 
dictator  between  Cleopatra  and  Arsinoe  her  sister  <]. 

But  Dio  falls  into  a  mistake,  in  supposing  that  this  second 
dictatorship  was  both  offered  to  Ccesar  and  accepted  by  him, 
and  Antony  also  nominated  his  master  of  the  horse  a  second 
time,  U.  C.  706  "■.  Antony  indeed  did  not  accompany  him  to 
Asia  after  Pharsalia ;  but  was  sent  back  to  Italy,  to  take  the 
charge  of  things  there  again  as  he  had  done  before.  We 
learn  that  from  Cicero  himself".  He  was  in  Italy  viii  Idua 
Martiast  U.  C.  707  December  24  B.  C.  48,  and  xii  Kalendas 
Quinctilesu  April  5  B.  C.  A7 ;  and  no  doubt  at  both  those 
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K  Ad  Attic,  ai.  16.  o  De  Bello  Civ.  iii,  107  s  108. 

>>  Cf.  Suetonius,  JuliuHCKS.xxfvi  1.  P  Dio,  xlii.  20.  Livy,  otii. 

i  De  Bello  Alex.  ii>— ii.    Dio,  xlii.  <l  De  Bello  Alex.  33. 

.17 — 39.  '  *'"■  "■ 

1  Dio,  xliL  16— ii.     Appiui,  B.C.  ■  Philippica,  ii.  34,  59:  57. 
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titnea  exercising  the  jjowers  of  the  JfagUtcr  Equitum :  for 
"wliich  however,  if  Cicero  in  to  be  believed"",  lie  was  indebted 
to  the  uominntiou  not  of  Cx$ar,  (then  Absent,)  but  ofCa^ar'B 
friends.  And  this  may  serve  to  explain  tlic  misstate nieut  of 
Plutarch";  who  supposes  Cwsar  to  hnve  been  drctarrd  dic- 
tator n  second  time  immediately  after  Pharsalia,  and  Antony 
at  the  same  time  nominated  master  of  the  knights,  and  sent 
back  to  Italy :  though,  very  inconsistently  with  that  supposi- 
tion yet  much  nearer  to  the  truth,  iu  his  life  of  Ctesar?  he 
dates  even  Ccr.sar^s  appointment  only  the  next  year,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  returned  from  Egypt- 

AVith  regard  tn  the  lettcra  of  Cicero,  for  tliis  period,  which 
have  not  yet  been  mentioned ;  we  traco  them  down  to  iii 
Nonas  Jnouarins*  U.  C.  "07,  October  24  B.  C.  48,  and  to 
xit  Kulenda«  Februarias"  Xoveniber  9,  and  to  the  viii  Idus 
Martias*'  December  21:  before  we  meet  with  any  allunion  to 
Alexandria,  or  to  Cossar  as  there.  The  first  iu  nbJcb  rach 
an  nlliision  occurs  is  without  a  date*^;  P.  Lentulum  patrcm 
Rhodi  cjtse  aiuut,  Alexmidria;  filium*:  RJiodoqne  Alcxan- 
driam  Caium  Casfiium  profcctum  esse  constat :  which  last 
assertion  h  contradicted  in  a  letter  dated  Pridic  Idiis  Maii  ^ 
February  'i^  B.  C.  47  :  C.  quidem  Cassium  aiuut  coDsilium 
Alexandriam  eundi  mutavisse.  And  at  this  time  Csesar  him- 
Belf  was  known  or  supposed  to  be  there :  111c  enim  ita  vide- 
tar  Alexandnam  tcneic  nt  uum  scribere  etiam  pudeat  de 
iUis  rcbus'i.  TIte  war  was  already  nt  nn  end,  and  no  doubt 
known  to  be  so ;  yet  no  letters  had  yet  been  received  from 
r«5ar  liimself  up  to  this  date  of  I-'cbruary  2fi,  B.  0.  -17.  By 
the  time  of  the  next  letter",  iii  Nonas  Juuias  March  20,  m 
wc  have  seen,  more  was  known ;  and  Caanr's  return  must 
Lave  begun  to  be  expected,  since  Cicero  writes  in  it  thus: 


*  Thfse  t«-o  IvcntuK.  the  faiher  and  the  ion,  were  Cicfm'n  persoMl 
fntoAt.  P.  Lentulus  was  ronsul  U.  V..  69;  B.  (;.  57.  The  lirM  hook  of 
Ckero'*  IcUrr*.  Ad  FAmiliuTs,  n  addreet^ed  to  him:  cf.  Ad.  Faro.  ill.  14. 
Bnilus,  77,  a68.  L.  Lrniulus  mu  cotidul  I.'.  C.  705  B.  C.  50-49.  He 
perifihcd  at  AIcKandris,  nlong  with  Vam^ty.  OsAr,  De  BelloGv.  iii. 
104.    Cicero,  Ad  Fkhi.  Lx.  18.     Plularch,  Poinpeius.  lixx. 


■  Ptiili]>|>ii^  li.  l.(,  6». 

■  Antunim,  viii. 
r  i'ftp.  li, 

«  Ad  Attlr  zi   9. 


"  1l>id.  lo. 

k  Ibid.tii  13:  If.  16. 

'  Ad  Atiift  li.  13. 

*  ibiJ.  15.  •  Tt.id.  16. 
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De  obviam  itione  ita  faciain  ut  suadea ;  neque  enim  valde  de 
adventu  ejus  opinio  est,  neque  si  qui  ex  Asia  veniunt  quid- 
quam  auditum  esse  dicunt  de  pace. 

ii.  On  the  chronology  of  the  war  with  Phamaces.     Date 
of  the  arrival  of  Casar  at  Antioch. 

This  brings  us  however  to  the  consideration  of  the  chrono- 
logy of  the  war  with  Pharnaces;  preliminary  to  which  we 
must  endeavour  to  ascertain  the  date  of  Csesar^s  departure 
from  Egypt :  and  that  of  his  arrival  at  Antioch. 

According  to  Appian  ^  be  was  nine  months  in  Egypt  upon 
this  occasion ;  from  B.  C.  48-B.  C.  47 :  and  he  could  not 
have  been  much  less  if,  as  Plutarch  informs  us  s,  Cleopatra 
was  delivered  of  a  son  (Cffisario)  by  him,  soon  after  his  de- 
parture. It  appears  too  from  Suetonius  ^  that,  for  one  reason 
or  another,  he  must  have  prolonged  his  stay  in  Egypt  a  good 
while  even  after  the  war  was  over.  Now  he  arrived  July  27 
B.C.  48,  October  3  B^man  U.  C.  706;  and  if  he  stayed  only 
eight  months  complete  after  that  he  could  not  have  left  it 
again  before  the  Kalends  of  June  U.  C.  707,  March  18  B.  0. 
47  :  but  he  might  do  so  on  that  very  day ;  and  yet  would  have 
stayed  suflBciently  long  previously  to  justify  Appian  in  saying 
that  he  was  nine  months  there  in  all:  for  nine  months  would 
be  the  number  from  October  Roman  IT.  C.  706  to  June  Ro- 
man U.  C.  707,  each  reckoned  inclusively. 

We  collect  from  the  letters  of  Cicero  that  nothing  had  as 
yet  been  heard  at  Brundisium  of  the  fact  of  his  departure  by 
the  (xviii)  xvii  Kalendas  Quincttles\  March  31  B.  C.  47; 
though  a  certain  Sallustius,  mentioned  in  the  same  letter, 
was  then  proposing  to  go  to  him,  and  Cicero  was  thinking 
of  sending  Cicero  his  son  along  with  him  :  and  this  Satlustius 
was  afterwards  actually  at  Antioch  when  Ciesar  also  was 
there''.  Nor  had  any  thing  yet  been  heard  of  it  by  the 
xii  Kalendas  Ctuinctiles ',  April  5  ;  for  which  reason  Ciceroi 
had  now  changed  his  mind  about  sending  bis  son.     Nor  yet 

'B.C.iL90.  i  Ad  Attic,  xi.  17,    Cf.  Ad  Fam.  xiv. 

C('«Bu,  xUx.      Cf.  Antanios,  liv.  ii  to  Tereatim,  vritt«n  the  same  day. 

bxxi !  Ixixii.    Cf.  Dio,  xirii.  31.  *  Ad  Attic,  xi.  10. 

*  ViU,  lii.  1—4.     Cf  AppUn,  B.  C.  l  Ibid.  i8.    Cf.  Ad  Fwn.  xiv.  15    to 
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on  the  Tu  and  vi  Idus  Quitictiles  ■",  April  2 i  and  25  ;  if  tlioae 
letters  to  Tercntia  were  written  on  those  days. 

There  is  hoiiever  a  letter  to  Attictis"  in  which,  though  it 
is  itself  without  a  date,  the  folloving  stnterocnt  occure: 
Acusiua  qiiidam  Rhodo  vencmt  iix  Idus  Quinctilcs  (April  23). 
is  nuntiahat  QuiiituTn  filiiim  ad  Cu^sarcm  prufectum  iv  Ka- 
lendfts  Juntas  (^farch  15).  Philotimum  RhoHum  pridic  cum 
diem  (Mareh  li)  vonisse,  habere  ad  me  litleras. 

This  AcuBius  might  easily  have  come  from  Rhodt^s  to 
BnindiKJum  hetwcen  March  10  and  April  23 :  which  }vould 
allow  39  days  for  the  passage.  If  ({uintus  the  ynungpr  act 
out  to  go  to  Ca\siir,  on  March  1 5,  he  must  have  set  out  for  An- 
tioch;  for  he  mctCa^sarat  last  at  Antioch".  It  must  there- 
fore  have  been  known  at  Rhodes  on  March  15  B.C.  47  that 
Caesar  was  shortly  to  be  expected  at  Autioch.  And  Quintus 
might  have  learnt  that  froui  PhilotiiuuSj  who  arrive<l  at 
Rhodes  on  March  14;  for  Philutiraus  was  a  frcedman  of 
Cicero'sP,  whom  he  himself  had  prohably  some  lime  before 
gent  to  Kgypt.  He  must  at  least  have  been  in  Kgypt,  and 
have  been  charged  with  letters  to  Cicero  from  Ctesar  himself 
in  Kgypt ;  and  in  all  probability  he  had  come  straight  from 
Dgypt  tu  Rhodes  ou  this  occasion,  and  had  left  the  port  of 
Alexandria  for  that  purpose  only  a  few  days  before  March  14. 
Cicsar  then  was  still  in  I'-gypt  a  few  days  before  March  14; 
and  yet  was  expectcil  to  be  in  Antioch  soon  after  March  15 : 
which  agrees  wonderfully  with  our  conclusion  that  he  actually 
left  Kj<ypt  on  ^farch  18. 

And  with  respect  to  the  arrival  of  these  letters,  of  which 
Philotimus  was  the  bearer ;  Cicero  wrote  to  Atticus  on  the 
xi  Kalcndos  Sextilcs'i  May  7:  Philotimus  dicitur  Idibos 
Scxtilibns  (ac.  ndfutunis)  May  '^9:  nihil  habeo  de  illo  om> 
ptius.  On  the  viii  Idus  Scitiles^,  May  22,  he  speaks  of  his 
having  been  seen  at  Kphcsua.  Nor  had  he  yet  arrived  on  the 
iii  Idus   Seitiles",   May  27j  when   he   wrote   to   Torentia; 


•*  All  Fua.  xJT.  tOi  13.    Cf.  ly. 

•»  xi.  aj). 

n  Ad  AUio   si.  ic. 

r  Cr.  Ad  Alric  it  4:  i»'  '<>'  "■  "  = 
■  71 191  TL  I)  j:  rii  ^i  vit.  19:11:35: 
Tlii.i6:  ii.S!   j:  9:  x.8:9iiii   ij- 


xi.  t6:  19;  l^:  )«:  xii.  ;:  ;:  44  :  siii. 
53:   Rvi.  113:  1 1  ;  Ad  fain,  iv.  1  :  riij. 
i  1  xiv.  18  :  14.     Ad  Quint.  Ft.  iU.  1. 
*  xi.  14-  *  si.  t4. 
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though,  Its  a  letter  written  Pridie  IduB  Sextilea*,  May  28,  io- 
fonus  her,  he  actually  came  on  that  day  and  nith  the  letters 

•  to  Cicero  of  which  he  was  Mii()  to  be  the  beiircr.  Conse- 
quently as  noarly  as  poHuiblc  on  the  very  diiy  on  which  Ue 
6r»t  told  Atticus'i  he  might  be  expected. 

■  Lastly  there  is  a  letter  to  Atticus",  dated  on  the  iii  Nona« 
Qiiinctiles  April  20  B.C.  47,  iu  uliich  lie  observes  to  him  : 
Ilium  disceftsiftse  Alexandria  rumor  est  hod  firmuB,  ortus  ex 
Sulpicii   litteri*;    (|iia.t   cuncti   postea   uuntii   confirniarunt. 

I  And  if  be  actually  left  Alcxandriii  ou  thi;  Kalciiits  of  June, 
March  18,  this  fact  mij^ht  already  be  known  at  Brundisium 
88  days  after  that  date  :  i.  e.  by  April  20. 
These  difTerent  testimonies  then  conspire  to  one  rcnult ; 
Til.  that  fluch  must  hare  been  the  acttial  date  of  the  de- 
parture. If  we  turn  to  the  account  of  proceedings,  subse- 
quent to  the  pacilicatiou  of  Kgypt,  givuu  by  the  Auctor  De 
Bello  ;  it  appears  that  leaving  the  rest  of  his  soldiers  behind, 
bat  taking  the  sixth  le^on  with  him,  Ctci^ar  set  out  by  land  : 

H  Ipso  itincrr  terrcatri  profectus  est  in  Syriam*.     It  appears 

|too  that  while  on  the  road  to  Syria  he  stayed  some  time 
more  or  lesa  Fere  in  omnibus  civitatibue  qus  majoro  {er&Dt) 
diguitate;  awanling  Prwrnia  bcav  mentis  et  viritim  et  pu- 
blice*  ;  so  that,  though  he  might  possibly  have  marched  more 

Hor  less  every  day,  the  rate  of  his  march  ou  the  whole  could 
not  have  1>ucn  iiioni  than  an  uniiy  might  easily  maintain  even 
fur  a  considerable  length  of  time. 

B  Now  the  distance  from  Alexandria  in  Egypt  to  Antioch  in 
Syria  by  land  wa-i  not  less  than  GfiO  Roman  miles  direct,  7-iO 
by  road;  Hiid  that  would  require  43  days'  march  at  the  rate 

■of  17  mileii  a  day :  so  timt  if  he  did  not  leave  Kgypt  before 
Diareh  lU  he  could  not  have  been  at  Antioch  before  April  39 
(Pridie  Idus  Quiuctiles  U.C.  707).  And  as  the  Auctor  l>e 
DelloT  tells  US  that  lie  stayed  only  a  few  days  io  Syria  (mean- 
ing  probably  Antioch) — if  lie  arrived  there  on  April  28  or  29, 

^Itc  mightstiti  have  Icfl  it  again  by  May  1  or 2.    Is'ow  there  is  a 


»  IWd.  33.  Cf.  Orfttio  xU,  Pro  U- 
niio.  3.  7 :  Oratio  xlit.  Pro  Rcgc  D«- 
jolara,  14,  jB.  V  si.  ij. 

*  (^  M-  '■9-  ^-  8o«tontiui,  Jn- 
liuf,  IxiH.   to:    ixir.   3.     JaM.-[i1iut, 
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letter  of  Cicero's  to  Atticiis"  dated  on  tlip  xvi  Kdcndas  Se- 
ptemhiTH  (  May  31 )  which  bc^nn  rs  foHnw!) :  Scptinio  dcnnio 
Kal.  Sept.  (yiny  .10)  vencrat  die  xxiix  Sclcucia  Ticna  C.  Trfr 
boiiiu»,  i%  qui  se  Autiochiic  diceret  npiid  Cicftarem  ridiue 
Qiiiiituiu  filjuni  cum  llirtio.  Treboniutt  therefore  hnd  left 
Seleucia  ou  May  3:  aud  tbongU  it  does  not  follow  from  tliis 
fact  that  Catsnr  must  have  becu  still  at  Antioch  vbeu  ftc  was 
setting  mil  from  Sclcuciu ;  it  niiiKt  follow  from  it  that  be  bad 
been  there  on  or  before  Mny  '2  :  and  that  woub)  be  t-ntiroly 
consistent  with  our  coticIuBion,  that  he  probably  arrived  there 
on  April  28  or  29,  and  left  it  again  on  or  before  May  2. 
Sctcucia  was  only  ISO  stadcs  distant  from  Antioch ;  and  on 
tho  same  river,  (the  Orontes,!  nearer  to  the  sca»;  and  one, 
who  was  in  Antioch  auy  time  between  April  28  and  May  3, 
mi^ht  easily  set  !inil  from  Scieucin  on  May  3. 

iii.  On  the  date  of  I  he  hattlf  of  Zela. 
The  tnith  indeed  appears  to  be  that  (Vsar  made  a  very 
short  stay  aoy  whore,  in  the  course  of  this  march  of  bis 
through  Syria,  because  he  was  anxious  to  arrive  as  speedily 
u  possible  at  that  part  of  Asia  where  bis  presence  was  tuo*t 
urgently  required,  the  scene  of  the  war  with  Pharnaces^, 
And  for  this  reaaonj  it  may  be  collected  that  instead  of  hold- 
ing his  principal  nmnt^ttua  at  .\iitioch  in  Syria  be  bad  deter- 
mined to  hold  it  at  'I'nrsua  in  Cilicia,  which  was  so  far  on  bis 
way;  and  with  that  object  in  view  he  had  already  gircn 
notice  to  the  diiferent  statca  of  Asia  that  they  were  to  meet 
him  at  Tarsus:  though  tliu  Auctor  ])c  ticllo*-'  supposes  that 
to  have  been  done  only  after  his  arrival  there  in  person; 
which  wc  may  undertake  to  say  would  have  htvu  impossible, 
for  waut  of  time.  It  is  a  proof  of  the  ilespatch  which  he  was 
using  in  tliia  part  of  his  journey  that  he  went  to  Tarsus  fh>m 
Antioch  by  sea;  on  board  the  simie  dect  which  had  originally 
accompanied  him  to  Egypt''.  In  whicli  case,  he  would  i'cach 
his  destination  in  considerably  less  than  one  day's  sail.  With 
regard  then  to  the  actual  time  of  bis  arrival  at  Tarsus,  and 

■  xi.  JO.     Lf.  SI.  ■'uliiu  xuT. 

-  Cf.    D'^nrille,  i.  jt^j, :   sIm   trnr  "  [Id  U>-IIi>  Ab-s.  £fi. 

IMamtsliDaion  thttPrUiBpIni  fiw.  i*.         '  De  Bella  Cir.  iii.  ta6:    0«  B»II» 

jap,  nau.  A]ts.    t6.      (.'f.   Jowpliiik,   Mi|m,   p. 
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oonsequentljr  of  his  departure  from  the  mouth  of  the  Orontca ; 
tt  nuiy  be  best  collected  from  the  account  of  bia  movements 
nf^cr  he  \th  it  Hgain,  down  to  the  date  of  the  battle  of  Zela. 
His  i-oute  from  Tarsus  to  Zcia  is  described  by  the  Auctor  De 
Bello*^ ;  nor  does  it  appear  from  this  descriiitiou  that  be 
stayed  any  when;  011  th(f  romi,  except  furtno  days  at  Mazaca 
in  Cappadocia,  (afterwards  callcil  CiPSJirea).  And  the  rest 
of  his  march  was  a  forced  one ;  performed  Magnis  iti- 
neribus*. 

Now  the  distAiicc  from  Taraus  to  tbc  scene  of  the  battle 
with  PharnacesR  was  170  Roman  miles  direct,  190  by  road^ 
eight  days'  luiirch  at  the  rate  oi'Z'i  or  2-t  mUee  a  day.  Add 
to  these  the  Biduum  passed  at  Muzaca.  Teu  duytt  at  least 
would  be  neitessary  to  take  him  from  Tnrsus  to  Zela.  The 
date  of  the  arrival  at  Zela  is  known.  Ab  Alexandria,  says 
Suetonius'),  in  Syrinm  et  iude  Potilnni  transivit-.-Phariiaceni 
...intra  (/uintum  quam  adfuerat  diem,  quatuor  qiiihtiH  in 
conspectum  vcuit  hoi-is,  una  proflignvit  acie.  The  Amiternine 
OBlendar  supplies  the  Roman  date  of  the  victory,  iv  Nonas 
K^Hitiles,  May  IH  B.C.  47.  It  follows  that  C'lesar  must  have 
arrived  on  May  14;  and  must  have  defeated  Pharnooca  on 
the //^M  day  after.  May  18*. 


I 


*  For  itie  r<-«t  of  ibc  hislory  of  Pharnacdt  wt  Appian,  MJTllTlllMln. 
130,  121 :  1>i(i,  klii.  4(),47.  Ht:  wiiN  killed  Iiy  Asniiikr,  u  rebdEotU  St- 
Irap  ;  a*  Diu  iuiplies  D.  C  V*.  Cf.  Uv.  34,  13.  C.  14-  And  tliis  would  iteein 
to  have  been  the  ilat«  of  his  death  according  to  Apjiian  also  1  who  suppaecs 
bim  to  have  ntitined  15  ytant.  But  if  (lieae  15  yean  han  flate  from  B.  C 
1(3.  the  year  of  the  death  of  Mit!iriJah;s,  dial  would  imply  ibat  be  died 
before  the  battle  of  Zelii ;  K.  C.  4H.  tether  iben  he  reigned  16  yean  at 
leant,  from  liiii  fittlirr'*  death,  or  lus  reigu  i»  tu  be  dated  not  from  but 
father's  dcuth  in  U.  C.  63,  bui  from  hU  confimation  in  the  kiugdum  by 
Pompey.  B.C.  (Sa:  see  Mithridalica,  iio-(i3;  B.C.ii.93:  I)io.  xix\Ti. 
13~i4.  But,  evuiiin  tbiw  ctwe,  he  mutt  have  been  killed,  B.C.  47,  uot  long 
afier  the  battle  of  Zelo,  May  iK  that  year. 
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It  lit  true  tliat  in  the  ncconnt  of  the  Atictor  Dc  Belto'  ooe 
dfiy  and  one  night  only  arc  specified  ;  which  must  have  been 
May  IT  and  the  night  of  that  day  :  but  even  lie  slieira  that 
there  wa«  Bome  iutcrral,  more  or  lew,  nfVer  the  arrival 
of  Cfcsar,  occupied  by  uegotiattons  between  him  and  Pkar- 
uaces'i ;  whose  object  thereby  was  to  gain  time.  Appiao  alw 
mentions  these  negotiations:  which  he  aupposea  to  liavc  be- 
gnn  when  Cirsar  was  still  200  slades  distant  from  Phamaccs'. 
The  time  actually  so  taken  up  must  have  been  Suetonius* 
/oHr  days,  between  the  arrival.  May  14,  and  the  battle.  May 
18,  Meanwhile,  it  ia  one  confirmation  of  the  trnditionarr 
date  of  the  battle  that,  even  to  judge  from  the  context  of  the 
Auctor  De  Bellok,  the  night  before  the  battle  must  have  beea 
totally  dark  ;  and  that  could  not  fail  to  be  the  case:  fbr 
the  moon  was  new  May  20  or  21,  only  three  days  after  the 
battle. 

So  far  then  all  is  consistent.  Ciesar,  having  arrived  at 
Zela  on  the  tenth  day  from  Tarsus,  yet  on  May  14,  must 
have  left  Tarsus  on  May  5.  If  then  he  was  at  Antioch  on 
April  2B,  and  yet  had  held  hitf  conventus  at  Tarsus,  and  de- 
■patched  all  hin  business  there,  by  May  4  inclusive ;  this 
must  render  it  extremely  probable  that  he  actually  arrived  at 
Tarsus,  and  couaequently  left  Antioch,  on  May  1. 


it-  On  the  date  of  the  Avrovofxia  of  Antioch. 

And  this  conclusion  may  be  confirmed  in  the  last  place  by 
the  date  of  the  puhlication  of  the  Ai;roi-ojjii'a  of  Antioch  ;  on 
the  explanation  and  illustration  of  which  wc  shall  not  enter 
at  present,  because  it  belongs  to  a  different  part  of  our  sub- 
ject. We  will  observe  only  that  it  wrs  the  20th  of  Artemisiiu 
in  the  calendar  of  Antiodi  for  the  time  being,  aud  the  12th 
of  May  n.  C.  47.  It  is  not  to  be  inferred  from  the  accounC 
of  the  circuiustnnccs  of  this  publication  either  in  John  of 
Antioch  commonly  called  Malela,  or  in  the  Chronicon  Pa- 
schalc,  that  it  took  place  before  the  arrival  of  Cte^ar  at 
Antioch,  or  while  he  was  still  there ;  but  on  the  contrary,  in 
his  absence,  and  after  he  had  been  there. 


*  III.  69-;.. 
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Now  the  distance  of  Tarsua  from  Antiocb  by  land  was 
seven  days'  journey,  at  the  rate  of  22  miles  a  day.  If  then 
tbe  decree  of  Ciesar,  wbicU  conferred  thia  prinlege  of  the 
Autonomy,  was  despatched  from  Tarsus  on  the  hist  day  on 
which  it  could  have  been  sent  from  thence,  May  5,  it  would 
reach  Antiochon  May  12,  Artftmiwiis  20;  as  ]^lalc]a  and  the 
Fa-tchal  Chronicle  attest  tliat  it  did :  and  its  puhlicatiun, 
three  days  af^er,  as  they  a1t<u  imply,  would  take  place  May  15 
Artemisins  23.  The  ^ra  of  Antioch  properly  so  called,  (as 
it  is  well  known.!'  was  dated  from  this  coucessiou  of  the  Au- 
tonomy in  ({uestiou  ;  yet  not  from  the  year  of  tho  cunccssiou 
itself  U.C.  707  B.  d  47,  but  two  years  earlier,  I'.C.  705 
B.  C.  49,  ejr  aaciumno :  i.  e,  from  the  month  of  Hypcrberotspus, 
in  the  proper  calendar  of  Antioch  at  the  time.  And  for  this 
pecubarity  too  of  the  reckoning  of  the  icra  wo  have  assigned, 
a  probable  reason,  supra  ^ ;  ^iz,  that  it  was  purposely  fixed  to 
the  same  epoch  &b  that  of  the  first  dictatorship  of  Julius 
Cffisar,  and  consequently  that  of  the  lirst  communication  of 
those  extraordinary  powers  by  \irtue  of  which  he  was  entitled 
to  make  even  such  conccKsions  as  these.  It  should  be  r^ 
nemhrred  that  he  was  now  dictator  the  second  time,  and 
had  made  this  very  concession  in  tliat  capacity.  The  Antio- 
chenes  would  look  on  this  second  dictatura  as  merely  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  first ;  and  therefore  would  naturally  go  back 
to  the  epoch  of  the  first,  if  tliey  must  connect  the  wra  of 
their  own  Autonomia  with  either  :   not  to  that  of  the  second. 


I 


V.  On  the  date  of  the  arrival  of  Casar  in  Italy,  B.  C.  47. 

After  the  coincidences  which  have  thus  been  pointed  out, 
nothing  more  can  require  to  be  said  in  illustration  of  the 
calendar  dates  of  the  present  year,  We  shall  conclude  with 
a  brief  cousideratiou  of  the  probable  date  of  Ctcaur'a  final 
return  to  Italy,  and  of  Cicero's  departure  Irom  Brundisium. 

The  Auctor  Do  Bello  observes  upon  the  movements  of 
Cirjiar  in  Asia  after  the  defeat  of  Pharuaces  "' :  Nequc  tamen 
usquam  diutius  moratus  est,  quam  noccssitas  urbanamm  se- 
ditionum  pati  tidebatnr.  rebus  fclicissimc  celerrimeque  con- 
fectis  in  Italiam  cclenus  omnium  opinioue  venit     But.  for  the 


I  1^460. 


-  V^p.  ;8  m)  tin,     Cr  IKo,  xiii.  49, 
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actual  or  the  probable  date  of  his  retnrn  thikbcr,  we  mutt  go 
to  tbe  Epistles  of  Cicero. 

Writiog  to  Atticus  ou  the  vi  Kalendas  Scptcmbres  ".  June 
10^  Cicero  observes:  llle  ad  Kalendas  Septembres  (Juae  15) 
AthciiJM  itoii  vidctiir  fore,  multa  eum  in  Af>ia  dicontur 
Tiiorari,  nuLxiiiie  PtianmceH:  so  that  the  defeat  of  Pliaruaoea 
on  May  18  had  not  yet  been  heard  of  even  at  llnindiBium  by 
June  10 " :  which  waa  vcrj'  possible.  There  is  next  a  short 
letter  to  Tcrentia  P  of  the  Kalends  of  Sept*-rabcr,  June  15 ; 
aud  when  that  was  written  Le  seems  to  have  beea  expecting 
a  commuuicatiou  of  suuie  ktml  or  other  from  Csesar,  which 
would  detcTuiiue  his  own  proeeediii^^.  There  is  another  % 
a  month  later,  i.  e.  of  the  Kalends  of  October,  July  14 1 
written  Dc  Vcnusino  :  and  he  was  then  returning  home,  nncE 
he  tclU  Tcrcntia  to  expect  him  on  the  Nones  or  on  the  day 
after,  July  20  or  21. 

We  may  infer  then  ihat  Cwsar  arrived  between  June 
15  and  July  14,  probably  not  long  before  the  latter  day; 
aud  that  Cicero  and  he  had  had  an  iutcr%'iew,  in  which  the 
latter  had  given  him  leave  to  remove  from  Brundisium. 
Fhiturcb  tells  us  C'lesar  landeil  atTarcntum,  and  came  thence 
to  Hrundisiuui  on  foot ;  aud  that  Cicero  met  him  on  the  way  ^ 
It  is  not  probable  that  after  remaining  at  Brundisium  so 
long  he  would  venture  to  leave  it  at  la»t  without  the  perniis- 
siou  of  Ca-sar.  If  then  he  was  already  there  before  Pridie 
>'oiia8  Novembres"  U.C.  70G.  August  28  B.C.  4«,  and  stiU 
there  down  to  the  Kalends  of  October  U.C.  707,  July  14 
H.  C  47,  or  a  little  before  it ;  his  entire  sojourn  in  that  city 
conld  not  have  boon  much  less  than  eleven  months :  and  we 
need  not  wonder  nt  the  frequent  complaints  which  be  makes 
to  .\tticu8  of  the  irksouieness  of  the  interval  so  passed.  The 
Utter  part  of  the  time,  Sextilis  and  September  IComan,  May 
17 — July  14,  in  particular  must  have  coincided  with  tbe 
hottest  season  of  the  year;  and  in  two  of  his  letters*,  (oue 
dated  vi  Kal.  Sept.  June  \Q,  tbe  other  without  dote,  but  pro- 
bably written  about  Ibc  same  time,)  he  bcf^ins  to  complain  of 
he  injury  which  his  health  itself  was  sustaining  from  the 
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confinement  of  the  place,  and  from  the  heat  of  the  weather : 
Nunc  metuo  ne  sit  esspectaDdum ;  et  cum  reliquis  etiam  loci 
gravitas  hie  miserrime  perferenda" — Pharnaces  autera  quoqno 
modo  aget  adferet  moram :  quid  mihi  igitur  censes?  jam 
enim  corpore  vix  sustineo  gravitatem  hujus  coeli  qui  mihi 
laborem  affert  in  dolore ''. 

vi.  On  the  date  of  the  assumption  of  the  Toga  Virilis  by 
Augustus  Ccesar. 

The  proper  name  of  Augustus  Csesar  at  this  time  was  Caius 
Octavius  Csepias  ^ ;  and  as  we  are  informed  by  Suetonius  * 
that  he  assumed  the  toga  virilis /o«r  years  (quadriennio)  after 
he  was  twelve  years  of  age,  though  that  might  seem  to  imply 
that  it  was  assumed  either  iu  his  15th  year,  U.  C,  705  B.  C.  49, 
or  in  his  16th,  U.  C.  706  B.  C.  48;  in  reality  it  means  after 
his  16th  year,  or  when  he  was  more  than  16  complete. 

We  learn  from  Servius^  that  when  the  young  men  among 
the  Bomans  underwent  this  ceremony  it  was  usual  for  them 
to  pay  a  visit  to  the  Capitol,  and  to  the  shrine  of  Jupiter 
there ;  and  the  ancients  relate  a  story  respecting  some  dream 
of  Cicero's,  which  ^vas  verified  in  a  remarkable  manner  by  the 
appearance  to  him  of  the  young  Augustus  himself  the  next 
day<=.  If  there  was  any  foundation  for  this  story  in  the 
matter  of  fact,  in  our  opinion  it  must  have  been  something 
which  happened  on  this  occasion;  'when  the  youthful  Octa- 
vius after  the  assumption  of  the  manly  gown  paid  the  usual 
visit  to  the  Capitol.  And  this  would  imply  that  Cicero  also 
must  have  been  at  Rome  when  Augustus  assumed  the  toga. 
He  was  never  there  however  between  Dec.  1  B.  C.  4>9  and 


■■  Ibid.  II.  *  Ibid.  11.  as  «  child,  two  or  three  ;eara  old.     All 

'  Dio,  kIv.  I.  these   itluatrioua  cUaractera,    Catulus, 

*  Augustus,   viii.   2.     Cf.   Dio,  xlv.  Hortcnsius,  I.ucullus,  &.c.  were  de«d, 

a.  before  the  civil  war  broke  out :    Veil. 

l>  Ad  Virg.  Eulog.  it.  50.  Cf.  Sueto-  Hat.  ii.  49.     Catulus,  according  to  Dio, 

nius,  Claud,  ii.  5.  (ncKvii.  46,)  died  B.C.  61.     He  was 

"  Cf.  Plutarch,  Cicero,  xliv.     Sueto-  living  B.  C.  61,  in  the  year  of  Cnaar's 

nius,    Aug.   xliv.    )  6.     TertuUian,   iv.  Pneturo  :  Suetonius,  Julius,  xiv.  1  :  xv. 

308:    Dc  Anitua,  46.     Q.  Catulus  is  i.      Cicero,  Ad  Attic  ii.  34.     Cf.  also 

mixed  up  with  this  story,  as  Cicero  was  Dio,   xxxvii.  37  ;    44 :   (cf.  xliii.  14.) 

with  the  other,  ooticed  supra,  in  refer-  Veil.   Pat.  ii   43.      Cicero,   xxxiL  Pro 

CDce  to  the  Horoscope  of  Augustus:  Sextio,  57,  til :    47,  101  :  szxiv.  Pro 

P'  354-     From  Dio,  xlv.  3,  it  may  be  M.  Coelio,  34,  59  :   xxxv.  Do  Pronn. 

considered  just  poasibte  that  Catulus  3,  31.     Catulus  was  dead  when  CicerQ 

might  have  seen  Augustus  ;    but  only  wrote  Ad  Attic,  i.  30,  B.  C.  6q. 
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July  11  B.  C-  47  at  least.  Augustus  consequentlT  could  not 
]mvc  nssumed  the  toga  any  time  in  B.  C.  48,  NicoIrus  of 
DaniRsoiis  tlicrofurc  vriin  nuHtiikca<i  in  saying  tbot  he  nssumod 
it  nt  about  14  years  of  age ;  and  at  the  same  time  waa  elected 
Pontid'  in  the  room  of  L.  Uoniitius.  This  latter  stotemcnt 
indeed  might  be  correct ;  for  Domitins  was  one  of  thoae  who 
full  in  the  buttle  of  PharsaUa",  B.  C.  48  :  hut  the  former 
could  uot  bu  »o,  if  tliere  is  any  truth  iu  the  other  6tory,  above 
referred  to.  The  Autiutiuc  calendar  supplier  the  day  of  the 
assumption,  xv  Kal.  Nov.  October  18  Roman ;  and,  if  the  year 
was  IJ.  C.  707  B.  <J.  47,  ('icero  might  then  have  been  at 
Rome;  for  the  Julinn  date  of  this  Koniiin  one  wan  July  31. 
It  19  obacrvahle  that  U.  C.  707  October  18  Uoman  was  not 
Nundinal.  It  i^  manifest  on  this  principle,  that  AugusCua 
was  assuming  the  mauly  gown  at  16  complete;  i.e.  in  his 
17th  year:  for  October  18  was  24  days  later  than  bis  17th 
birth-day,  September  23  prcrtoualy. 


vii.  Oh  the  dale  of  the  Decree  iu  Jatephu*.  qf  the  Ide»  <^ 
beeember.  B.  C.  47. 
Lastly,  a  decree  is  extaut  in  Joaephus^,  which  a«  it  stands 
in  his  text  at  present  h  dntcd  simply  on  the  Ides  of  Deoem- 
ber;  purporting  to  Imve  becu  pa»sed  at  Uouie  iu  some  year 
on  that  duy,  in  the  Temple  of  Concord,  aud  under  the  auspi- 
ces of  Lucius  Valerius,  designated  as  Prwtor.  Josephua 
himself  supposes  it  to  have  been  passed  at  Rome  on  this  day 
in  obedience  to  some  orders  of  Cipsar  to  that  effect,  sent 
from  Syria";  and  in  reward  of  services  rendered  him  by 
Hyrcanus  and  Antipntcr:  which,  if  true,  would  fix  its  dat« 
to  the  Ides  of  December,  B.  C.  47.  To  tbis  supposition  how- 
ever one  great  objection  would  be  that,  before  the  Ides  of 
December,  B.C.  47,  Caesar  himself  was  at  Home  again,  and 
no  longer  in  the  east.     Anotlier  would  be  that  B.  C.  47  the 
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Ides  of  December  fell  on  Sept.  24  ;  and,  the  Dom.  Letter  of 
tlie  year  being  R.  September  2-4  was  h  Snturclny  :  and  this 
odict  in  favour  of  the  Jews,  and  passe*!  no  doubt  with  their 
own  concurrence  and  cooperation,  on  that  principle  must 
have  been  passed  on  the  Sabbath  day. 

But  the  truth  is  that,  if  we  compare  the  First  book  of 
Maccabees''  mtb  this  edict,  there  will  he  no  hesitation  iu 
including  tliat  the  decree  here  rcdtcd  is  the  answer  of  the 
l, Soman  ormite  to  the  enibnosy  first  of  Jonathan,  and  again  of 
Simon,  the  second  and  third  of  the  Maccabenn  princes,  there 
recorded.  The  shield  of  goM,  and  the  names  of  the  arobaa- 
sadors,  Nnmcnius  and  Alexander  {corrige  Antipater),  identifjr 
one  with  the  other.  Lnciiis  too  is  meutioned  by  name  iu  the 
first  of  Maccabee»<;  only  that  he  is  there  styled  Lucius  the 
Consul,  nut  Lucius  the  Frietor.  Now  this  embassy  returned 
home  JS.rn  \T \^  li.  C.  138.  The  decree  conscipieutly  was 
passed  on  the  Ides  of  llecember,  U.C.  G15;  Period  iii.  22  of 
the  Irregular  calendar:  January  9  B.  C.  138.  The  Dom. 
Letter  of  that  year  was  D,  and  Jan.  9  was  a  Friday.  The 
COUBuIa  of  the  year  were  Cn.  Calpuruius  Piso  M.  Popillius 
Ltenas}  and  they  might  both  be  absent  from  Rome  on  that 
day:  though  even  while  they  were  there  the  pra;tor  Urbaiius 
vould  have  been  competent  to  ]ire»ide  at  an  audicuce  of  an 
embassy  from  abroad,  on  such  an  occasion  as  this.  Thus  we 
see  that  the  true  date  of  the  decree,  instead  of  militating 
against  the  Hebdomadal  cycle  of  our  Faitti,  as  the  fal-^c  date 
auigned  it  by  Joeephus  appeared  to  do,  doea  in  reality  coa- 
firm  it. 

Section  VI, — Irregular  Calendar,  Cycle  vii.  19.  446  day$. 


U.  C.  ;«8  Varr,  707  Up.  705  Polyb,  B.  C.  4?-^*- 


C.  Julius  Cieior  tU 
M.  Aimitiue  Lepidni. 


^H        Tlie  course  of  our  investigations  has  now  coodocted  us 
^m    down  to  IT.  C.  708  of  Varro,  the  last  year  of  the  Irregular 

^H       <•  Chap,  jd 


Kalciudtt  JaonariK  Oct.  11   B.C.  47.  Nundinal  Char.  6. 


<■  Chap,  jdt  1.3. 16:  lit.  ■1.14:  xf.  ij — 91.         ■  ir,  16.  k  xt.  10.  15. 


50B      On  the  Verijieaiion  of  the  Roman  Calendar.    oi»s.  xviit. 

Roman  calendar,  and  ultimately  tlie  link  of  connection 
tween  the  old  Roman  rcckonUifj:  of  noctidiumal  and  Hnnual 
tioie,  and  tbc  Julinn  or  the  Gregorinn,  as  it  is  iu  use  at  pro- 
Mot.  We  Bay  uUimalchj ;  for  the  proximate  liak  of  con- 
nection between  them,  as  wc  hojie  to  shew  hereafter,  was 

A.  D,  224  ex  Kalcndin  Martiin. 

ChroDologers  have  usuiiUy  given  tliie  year  the  name  of  the 
Toar  of  conjitswn;  yet  auch  nu  appellation  cnnuot  be  con- 
sidcrcd  to  he  justly  Applicable  to  it :  at  least  if  it  is  to  be 
understood  thereby  that  tins  year  was  in  itself  a  source  of 
Confusion  of  any  kind,  and  not  rather  a  means  and  au  instru- 
ment of  {lutting  a  stop  to  and  of  rectifying  a  state  of  con- 
ftuion  and  <lisurder  in  the  cinl  reekuuing  of  Hnuual  timCt 
which  was  now  of  162  years'  standing.  We  must  therefore 
snpposc  that  this  nnme  has  hc%n  given  to  it  hpcnuse  of  it^i 
wtusuat  length ;  which  far  exceeded  any  just  and  allowable 
measure  of  the  civil  year,  whether  solar  or  limar :  and  much 
more  any  of  the  natural. 

And  this  lends  ns  to  obserrc  that  as  the  leugtli  of  tJiis 
year  is  known  from  testimony,  mid  as  the  Julian  date  of  the 
Kalend.H  of  Jiiiitiary  in  the  last  year  of  tbc  Irregular  calendar 
in  known  also  ;  there  can  or  ought  to  be  no  uncertainty 
about  the  Jnlinn  date  of  the  Kalends  of  Januar}*  in  the  next 
year,  the  first  year  of  the  Julian  sera  properly  so  called.  The 
length  of  this  last  year  of  the  Irregular  calendar  was  445 
days.  The  Kaleuds  of  Jauuni-y  this  year  coincided  with 
October  11  B.  C.  47.  Reckon  on  445  clays  from  the  Kalends 
of  January  U.  C.  "08  and  you  must  come  to  the  Kalends  of 
January  ILC.  7t>!)j  and  reckuu  on  445  days  from  October  1 1 

B.  C.  47  and  you  must  come  to  December  30  B.  (I.  -16.  If 
then  October  11  was  the  Juliau  date  of  the  Kalends  of  Janu- 
ary U.  C.  708,  December  30  niuut  have  been  the  Juliau  date 
of  the  Kalends  of  January  U.  C.  709.  If  there  can  be  no 
doubt  uf  the  former,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  latter  ; 
and  id\or  tbc  pruof^  and  vcrinoatious  of  the  whole  of  this  in- 
tervening period  from  B.  C.  208  to  B.  C.  47,  which  have  been 
adduced  and  laid  before  the  reader  almost  year  by  year,  aac 
especially  since  H.  C.  <>3  in  particular,  we  think  we  are  justUi 
fied  in  assuming  that  there  can,  or  oitght  to,  be  mw  no  doubt 
about  the  former. 


* 
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It  follow*  then  tliftt  the  true  Julian  date  of  the  fir»t  Ka- 
lends of  Jnnuarv  in  the  Julian  year,  as  beariug  date  from  the 
correction  uf  the  caleudar  by  JuHua  CluiiHr,  vraa  uot,  as  ckro- 
nologurs  witbuut  excuptioii,  su  far  as  wo  know,  hare  uni> 
fornily  taken  it  for  granted,  the  first  of  January  B.  C.  45, 
but,  as  vre  ouraolvc*  have  repeatedly  asserted  in  former  parts 
of  these  Fasti  ('athoUci  and  Ori^ncs  Kalendariie  of  ouw', 
and  as  we  hare  always  undertaken  to  prove  at  the  proper 
time,  and  (a8  \re  thank  God)  mc  have  at  Inst  succeeded  in 
pronng,  December  30  B.  C.  4C.  The  importance  of  this  dis- 
covery ia  aelf-evident.  \Ve  shall  not  howe*-er  atop  «t  present 
to  point  out  the  consequences  which  necessarily  flow  from  it. 
The  year  of  confusion  may  be  regarded  na  the  last  in  the 
irregular  adininiatratiou  of  the  Roman  calendar;  and  con- 
ndcred  in  that  point  of  new  and  in  that  relation  it  vould 
demand  a  place  in  the  present  cycle.  But  it  is  also  so  closely 
connected  with  the  Julian  correction,  that  it  may  perhaps 
with  Btill  greater  propriety  be  reserved  until  that  subject 
comes  under  our  consideration. 


L  On  the  Chronology  of  I  he  Beltum  Africanum.     Daie  of  the 
paaaage  to  Africa. 

"We  shall  however  briefly  review  the  chronology  of  the  first 
part  of  this  year,  down  to  the  time  of  the  correction ;  which 
waB  one  of  the  last  events  of  the  year,  coming  between  the 
months  of  October  and  December  Roinim.  And  of  the  lirst 
half  of  this  conHiilar  year  the  principal  event  was  tho  Bellum 
Africanum  of  Julius  Cffisar. 

The  author  of  the  historj'  of  this  war,  (whether  it  was 
'Hirtius  or  some  other  of  the  contemporaries  and  followers  of 
Ctesar,)  dates  his  arrival  at  Lilybwum,  (from  which  quarter 
he  put  to  sea,)  ou  the  xiiii  Kal.  Jauuariaa*":  Ciesar  itiucri- 
bus  justis  confectis  uuUo  die  iutcrmisso  a.  d.  xiiii  Kal.  Jan. 
Lilyhaium  pervenit,  statimque  ostendit  acsc  naves  velle 
ascendcre  .  . .  tahcrnaculum  secundum  litus  ipsum  consti- 
tuit,  ut  prope  fluctus  vcrberaret.  hoc  eo  consilio  fecit  ne  qnis 
sibi  mone  quidquam  fore  aperaret,  et  ut  omnes  in  dies  ho- 
rasque  parati  essent. 


'  See  I.  4|i.   IhM.  vi.  <-li.  iii,  wrl,  iii,  Ac. 
B.C  ti.95. 
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We  may  mnkc  the  snme  obscnration  nn  this  date  u  mi 
tliBt  of  the  departure  from  the  citj*  and  of  the  passage  from 
Briindisium  before  PIiaDwliao.  The  actions  of  Caesar  were 
distinguished  by  a  boltlnesD  and  decieioD,  chftractcristic  of 
hitutcelf;  and  though  at  first  sight  such  as  might  be  mistaken 
for  rashness  tbey  were  in  reality  the  dictate  of  M-isdom  aad 
foreaigiit,  and  never  other  than  the  necessity  of  the  case  both 
rcfinircd  and  jnstiHcd.  In  this  instance  however,  aa  in  the 
former,  the  misconstruction  put  upon  them  by  posterity  is 
probably  chargeable  on  the  same  ambiguity  of  the  Koman 
date,  and  on  the  same  ignorance  of  the  relation  of  the  civil 
to  the  natural  year,  as  before.  Cicero,  his  eontemporary, 
who  could  nyt  be  unaware  of  the  truth  ou  either  of  these 
points,  appeals  to  his  oonduct  in  crossing  the  sea  from  SicUy 
to  Africa,  apparently  w  late  in  the  year,  as  a  proof  of  his 
anperiority  merely  to  the  prejudices  of  superstition ;  nut  of 
his  contempt  of  the  ordinary  rules  of  military  prudence  and 
prccAutton.  Quid?  ipse  Ciesar  cum  a  sumnio  Hanispicc 
moneretur  ne  in  Africam  ante  brumam  ti-anamitteret  uoune 
transmisit  ?  quod  ni  feeisset  uno  in  loco  omnea  adversario- 
rum  copiK  conrenissento.  Plutarch,  ou  the  other  band,  ia 
datinj:  his  di'parliiru  from  Home  to  Sicily  Tltpi  T/»irfl!  x^'M*- 
fitvatP.  and  Dio,  in  dating  the  passage  to  Africa  Tov  \titMmt 
ficaovt'Tovt.  must  have  been  misled  by  the  literal  constructioo 
of  the  nominal  Roman  date  of  each  of  those  events.  And 
yet  in  reality  Csesar  was  not  braving  the  season  and  the  ele- 
ments in  proputtiag  to  take  the  lield  at  this  time.  He  was 
doiug  no  more  than  the  most  cautious  general  might  have 
thought  of  doing.  The  Julian  date  of  the  uiii  Kulendas 
Januarias,  December  17  Roman  U.  C.  70r,  was  merely  Sep< 
tembcr  28  U.  C.  47.  And  that  could  not  be  considered  too 
late  either  for  crossing  the  sea  from  Sicily  to  Africa,  or  for 
taking  the  field  there,  even  in  the  present  year.  The  dat« 
itself  however  is  observable  on  two  accounta.  l^'irst  it  waa 
only  three  days  later  than  the  autumnal  equinox,  Septem- 
ber 25  or  2C  ;  and  secondly  it  was  only  two  days  before  the 
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full  moon,  September  30.  It  ia  clear  iVoro  the  context  that 
CicBftr  eipected  to  be  detained  some  time  before  he  could 
put  to  nca;  and  that  he  pitched  his  tent  so  near  to  the 
water's  edge  in  order  to  shew  that  he  was  waiting  to  take 
advantage  of  the  first  opportunity  for  embarking.  The  equi- 
nox, he  knew,  was  arrived,  but  its  effect  on  tbe  weather  was 
not  yet  over.  Accordingly  the  Auctor  De  Betio  continues' : 
Incidit  per  id  tcniputi  ut  tcinpirstatea  ad  navigondum  idoncas 
non  Imberet :  nthilo  tamcii  minus  in  nnvibus  rcmigcs  mili- 
tesque  continere,  et  nuUam  pnpterniittcre  occasionem  pro- 
fectionis.  We  may  rensonnbly  Buppose  that  though  he  ex- 
pccted  to  be  detained  a  few  days  yet  he  hoped  to  be  able  to 
mal(c  the  Toynge  soon  after  the  full  of  the  moon,  and  with 
the  advantage  of  light  by  niglit  as  well  at  by  day. 

Accordingly  though  thus  detained  by  tbe  weather  eight 
days  be  set  out  at  last  on  the  vi  Kal.  Jan".  October  6  ;  nine 
days  at  least  before  the  change  of  tbe  moon,  Uctubcr  15  or 
16:  he  made  tbe  continent  of  Africa  Post  diem  quartumt, 
October  ft  (iii  Kal.  Jan.)  :  he  landed  at  Adruraetuni  the  snme 
day,  as  the  context  implies  towards  evening*:  and  finally 
moved  from  tbence  to  Ruspina  (12  Koman  miles  distant  from 
Adminetuni)  on  the  Kalends  of  Januaryo  U.C.  70S  Oct.  11 
B.  C.  4r.  Here  too  be  encamped ;  and  on  tliis  locality,  and  on 
tboae  in  the  ueighbourbood  ",  almost  all  tbe  ensuing  events 
of  this  war  in  Africa  appear  to  have  been  transacted. 

Tbe  next  date  which  occurs  in  terms  is  iii  Nonas  Janu- 
arias',  October  1ft.  By  that  time  Cffisar  hod  moved  from 
Huspina  to  LeptisT,  nx  miles  distant.  Hut  on  this  day  he 
marched  back  to  Ruspina'.  The  next  date  is  Fridie  Nonas 
Januarias ',  October  14 ;  further  designated  as  Post  diem 
tertium  quam  Africam  adtigit ;  which  would  be  consistont, 
if  referred  to  the  encampment  at  Ruspina  on  the  Kalends  of 
January,  Octuber  II,  On  this  day  too  he  gained  his  first 
victory  over  the  forces  of  tho  opposite  party,  commanded  by 
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Labicnus'',  Petreiut,  aod  PUo*.  It  must  therefore  be  evi- 
dent thnt  every  thing  related  between  the  return  to  Bosptna', 
October  13,  and  this  buttle*,  October  14,  was  cooiprehended 
in  one  day  and  one  night,  October  13  and  the  night  of  Octo- 
ber 13.  And  this  night  must  have  been  that  wbiuh  Ciesar 
passed  In  navibus*);  on  the  morning  of  whidi  be  was  setting 
out  to  return  to  Rnspina  .Tara  coelo  albente,  when  part  of  hu 
shipt,  coming  from  Sicily  with  troops  on  board,  were  brought 
by  chance  to  the  same  quarter*'.  It  i«  hereby  implied  that 
there  was  no  moon  on  the  night  of  October  13.  Nor  could 
there  have  been  ;  for  the  moon  was  new  October  15. 

The  next  dato  which  occurs  in  terms  ia  vi  Kalcndas  Fobm- 
ariaa",  November  4:  so  that  all  the  events  between  the 
battle  last  mentioned  and  this  date ''must  have  come  be* 
tveen  October  11  and  November  4.  In  the  coarse  of  this 
interval,  an  nllusion  occurs  to  the  season  of  the  year,  soon 
aflcr  the  junction  of  Scipto  with  Petrcios  and  LabicnusC: 
(some  time  between  the  thii-d  day  after  the  battle'',  October 
16  or  17,  and  the  date  of  Scipio's  arrival  from  L'tica',  which 
being  lit)  Roman  miles  direct  &om  the  scene  of  action,  190 
by  road,  would  probably  require  eight  or  nine  days'  march  :) 
Neqtic  per  anni  tempus  in  mari  classes  sine  periculo  vngari 
potcrant'.  And,  between  October  24  or  25  and  Xovember4, 
the  Kcason  must  necessarily  be  spoken  of  as  approaching  to 
winter. 

At  a  still  htter  point  of  time  than  this,  when  CiesaT  had 
now  determined  to  change  hia  plans,  and  to  bring  the  war  to 
an  end  the  same  year,  notwithstanding  the  season ;  his  orders 
to  bis  legates  in  Sicily,  AUienudaud  Uabirius  Pustumuf,  ran 
in  tliL-se  tiTms:  Ut  sine  mora  aut  ulla  excusatione  hiemis 
ventorunique  quara  cclerrime  exercitus  sibi  transportaretur  k. 
They  arrived  in  Africa  on  the /our/A  day  after  they  set  out 
from  Lilybfeuni '  :  and  that  too  before  the  vi  Kal,  Kebr.  ^ 
November  4:  yet,  as  the  context  implies,  only  the  day  b». 
fore,  or  the  day  but  one  before  it.  If  so  they  set  out  about 
October  31 ;  and  Ctcsar's  orders  must  have  reached  them 
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between  October  24  and  31 « :  at  which  time  the  lateness  of 
the  season  and  the  risks  of  tlie  voyage  might  very  well  have 
been  pleaded  aa  an  excuse  for  not  venturing  to  sea,  except 
in  obedience  to  such  peremptory  commands  from  Gseaar 
himself. 

Yet  at  the  very  time  of  their  arrival  (November  2  or  3), 
the  passage  having  been  made  so  safely  and  so  speedily,  a 
part  of  the  same  transports  which  bad  brought  this  first 
division  of  the  forces  in  Sicily  was  sent  back  to  fetch  the 
rest".  The  day  of  this  mission  seems  to  have  been  critically 
vi  Kal.  Febr.  November  4  itself:  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
next  day  (November  5)  there  is  an  account  of  a  march  of 
Csesar's  to  Ruspina,  which  began  at  the  third  watch  ■>,  that  is, 
at  midnight.  The  moon  having  been  new  October  15  would 
be  lising  about  midnight,  November  5. 

From  this  date,  November  5  at  midnight,  we  trace  the 
course  of  events  through  that  day  P,  (v  Kal.  Febr.) ;  and  the 
next*),  iv  Kal.  Febr.  November  6,  from  morning  to  sunset  ^ ; 
and  virtually  for  the  day  after,  iii  Kal.  Febr.  November  7 : 
the  account  of  the  preceding  day  concluding  aa  follows; 
Itaque  reductis  suis  copiis  in  castra  poatero  die  propius  eorum 
aciem  institnit  exporrigere  mnnitiones'.  And  there  is  no 
reason  to  doubt  but  that  on  the  next  day,  November  7,  this 
must  have  been  done  accordingly. 

u.  On  the  date  of  the  Signum  Vergiliarom  confectum, /or 
the  latitude  of  Ruspina,  B.C.  47. 

It  is  of  much  importance  to  note  the  date  thus  ascertained, 
and  that  the  account  of  proceedings  has  been  brought  down 
to  November  7,  with  an  advance  of  the  lines  of  Gsesar  more 
or  less  nearer  to  those  of  the  adverse  party.  For  we  are 
told  >  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  doing  this,  (i.  e.  push  for- 
ward his  front  closer  and  closer  to  the  enemy,]  every  third 
or  fourth  day.  Having  done  it  once  on  November  7,  he 
conld  not  be  expected  to  do  it  again,  agreeably  to  his  rule, 
before  November  10;  nor  a  third  time,  before  November  13. 

At  this  point  of  time  the  narrative  of  the  Auctor  De  Bello 
-digres9es  into  an  account  of  certain  proceedings,  which  passed 

>>  Cf.8;  311  36:.  38.  1  IbiiL4i.  '  Ibid.  4a. 

"  Cap.  37.  '  Ibid.  38 — 40.  *  Ibid.  47. 
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elsRvherc;  and  notTietwrcnCsnarin  person  and  t1ie  oppost? 
party,  but  between  some  of  bis  men  and  some  of  their*':  and 
it  is  clear  from  the  contest  that  between  tbi«  digression  and 
the  resamption  of  proceedings  at  Ruspinai>  under  desar 
himself  there  must  have  been  au  interval  of  sereral  daya* :  i.  e. 
from  November  7  to  some  other  day  in  tlic  tame  month  later 
than  that. 

Now  the  resumption  of  the  thread  of  the  narrative  at  Ra- 
«pina  JA  nshcred  in  as  folIoTrs  "  :  Per  id  tcmpus  fere  CsMaris 
exercitni  res  accidit  iucrcdihilis  anditu.  naroqne  Vir^liarom 
signo  confccto  circitcr  vigilia  sccunda  nuctis  nimbus  cum 
sax&A  grandine  subito  est  coortus  ingenii.  ad  hoc  autem  in- 
commoduui  accesserat  q^uod  Ciesar  noo  more  superiomm  in- 
peratorum  in  hiberms  exercitum  coutiuebat,  t>ed  in  tertio 
quartoqiio  die  procedendo  pro|)iiiBquo  hostem  accedendo  ea- 
Btra  communiebat ;  opereque  faciendo  militea  se  circumspici* 

endi  non  habcbaot  focultatcm itaque  subito  imbre  gran- 

diiieqne  conseruta,  grnratl  pondcrc,  tcnebris  nquaquc  omne* 
subruti  disjcctiqiie,  nocte  intcmpcsta,  ignibus  exstinctis  re- 
busque  ad  victum  pertinentibus  otnuibos  cormptis,  pcrcaatim 
passim  vagabantur,  scutisque  capita  contegehant.  eadem 
nocte  quintu!  legioiiia  piloruro  cacumina  sua  spoute  arse 
runt. 

It  was  probably  no  uiuisunl  phcnommun,  for  the  climate 
of  this  part  of  Africa,  winch  is  here  described.  The  same 
kind  of  sudden  and  unexpected  coni-ulsion  of  the  elements, 
at  the  same  season  of  the  year  and  in  or  about  the  same 
locality,  might  be  instanced  from  ttie  accounts  of  Diodorus. 
It  appears  in  fact  to  ha%'e  been  something  liable  to  occur  at 
the  breaking  up  of  the  dry  season^  aud  tbc  setting  in  of  the 
rainy  season,  in  Africa;  a  tirao  uf  the  year  wbich  the  an- 
deiits  denoted  iu  gcncrul  by  that  of  the  riAct^&wv  flihric  or 
the  Vergiliarum  uccasua  matutinus,  the  coamica]  setting  of 
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the  Pleiads :  that  is,  their  setting  as  the  sun  was  rising.  The 
learned  men  who  have  had  occasion  to  consider  this  incident 
in  the  history  of  the  African  war  of  Csesar  for  chronological 
purposes  have  generally  assumed  that  the  natural  phenome- 
non meant  in  the  present  instance  was  this ;  and  some  of 
them  have  calculated  its  date,  for  the  latitude  and  meridian 
of  the  ancient  Ruspina,  B.  C.  47 :  and  have  determined  it  to 
November  10  or  11 ''.  And  that,  it  must  be  admitted,  ap- 
proaches near  to  the  time  to  which  the  course  of  events,  (as 
they  have  hitherto  passed  in  review  before  us,)  would  seem 
to  fix  it. 

It  has  not  however  occurred  to  the  learned  men  in  question 
to  take  notice  that  the  Auctor  De  Bello  does  not  date  this 
incident  Vergiliarum  »igno  occidente,  or  in  any  manner  which 
would  have  implied  that  the  setting  of  the  Pleiads  was  not 
past ;  but  Vergiliarum  $igno  confeclo.  Now  by  the  signum 
confectum  in  such  cases  the  ancients  did  not  imply  the  article 
of  the  rismg  or  of  the  setting,  whether  heliacal,  acronychal, 
or  cosmical,  but  a  certain  time  after  it.  For,  as  they  at- 
tributed an  iTn.<n\y.aala,  an  influence  upon  the  weather  of 
some  kind  or  other,  to  every  phenomenon  of  this  description  ; 
it  was  not  with  the  article  of  the  rising  or  of  the  setting  that 
the  signum  or  sign  was  said  to  be  confectum,  i.  e.  completed  or 
finished,  but  with  the  transaction  of  the  effect  on  the  weather, 
the  cessation  of  the  iTttvrjuaala:  and  that  was  not  always 
such  as  (in  their  expectation)  to  be  completed  in  one  day,  but 
very  often  in  not  less  than  two  or  three. 

And  it  must  be  evident  that  this  is  exactly  what  the  Auctor 
De  Bello  intended  in  the  present  instance.  For  he  speaks  of 
this  storm  as  something  ex.tra.ord\naxy,  SiaResincredilnlisauditu. 
But  none  of  the  ancients  would  either  have  thought  or  have 
spoken  of  a  storm  at  the  setting  of  the  Pleiads  as  anything 
extraordinary.  They  looked  for  such  storms  at  that  time  as 
matters  of  course ;  and  were  more  surprised  if  they  did  not 
occur,  than  if  they  did.  They  were  regarded  as  extraordinary 
and  out  of  the  course  of  nature  only  when  they  were  seen  to 
occur  after  the  cause  which  was  supposed  to  have  produced 
them  might  be  considered  to  have  ceased  to  operate :  i.  e. 
when  they  fell  beyond  the  limits  assigned  to  the  imvi^^afTia, 

*  Se«  the  notes  to  Ondendorp's  knd  Oberlini's  Caaar,  in  loc. 
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or  to  the  iaflueuce  of  the  sigu  itself.  Nor  did  they  confine 
this  influence  to  the  single  day  on  which  the  sign  roac  for 
the  first  time,  or  set  for  the  laat,  according  to  the  circum- 
stances prescribed  ;  especially  in  the  caae  of  the  more  re- 
markable amoug  the  ai^s  or  coDstellations,  like  this  of  the 
Pleiads  ;  but  they  extended  it  to  a  day  or  two  before,  and  to 
a  day  or  two  after  *. 

We  arc  jicrsuadcd  then  that,  whatsoever  date  of  the  setting 
of  the  PleiudH  might  have  been  adopted  by  the  author  in 
question,  the  storm  which  he  attributed  to  its  influfoce,  but 
,at  an  irregular  time  and  ttiyno  jam  eonfecto,  could  not  haTO 
'occurred  less  than  two  or  three  days  Inter,  to  make  him  think 
aud  »peak  of  it  as  something  extraordinary.  And  supposing 
tlie  actual  <late  of  the  setting  for  this  latitude  and  this  me- 

*  Tbua  Columellft,  (xi.  t.  i  ^t,  ji.)  sftcr  rrferring  to  Virgil's  obMrrs- 
tion,  (Georg.  i.  304>} 

Pnrtnva  uin  sunt  Arciuri  lidtm  nobis, 

CDtitinucs :  Vanm  quaio  obMmtioDcm  muUU  argumenui  diiMniiHe  me 
noD  infitior  in  w  libri*  i(Uob  adversus  aatrologoH  compotuenm.  sed  illis 
dtuputationiltUK  csiijcbnUir  ii|  ijiiod  iin]irabiHtiirne  Cbaldei  pt^iceiilur,  ut 
ecrtiB  quui  tenuiuis  iu  djebuti  ulatiH  ucris  muUtioDes  respfHidesni :  iu  bsc 
autem  runs  disriplina  tion  <lexjd«ratur  rjuimodi  sempuknita*;  Bed  quod 
dictltir  {lin^ui  Minvnii  quanUimvis  uttb  continget  villico  tttapeulMSit 
future  pneMkgium,  u  pcrsuusuio  h&buerit  motto  itn/>  modo  pMl  tnterd 
etum  ilalo  die  oricntia  vel  occiil^ntia  compeure  vim  ayderis. 

In  Um  Grepk  laii|{iugc  the  antidimlioii  uf  lite  ^'w^a^^uMilh  or  the  arriini' 
of  the  seasible  cficct  before  Iia  lime,  wii»  teniied  tr^;^<i/Mtiriu  :  and  FsMiH 
trIU  u!i  PratiderowtM  so  osed  in  Ijtiin :  1*nctid«nre didtur  cum  maturios 
hitiemn  ttimpettas  moretitr,  quui  nnle  Hideris  tempua  :  zlv.  367.  8.  ll* 
rererae  of  ihia,  thv  setting  iii  of  the  iwunjtuuria  aft«r  iu  time,  id  Ureek  was 
f»«Ta;(*iji4ur<u,  uni)  in  I«lin.  nrcordinft  to  snalagy,  it  miKbt  be  *uppoa«d 
woold  have  been  I'uKUidvnue :  but  liiut  wurd  (lues  not  occur.  Dnideruv 
sgajn,  in  itA  first  and  proper  aenae,  means  the  asms  thing  a;i  the  sidtu  or 
(igQTitn  confectiiin ;  cf.  Festnt,  it.  1 18. 7.  CotMtlemrf,  in  like  manner,  in 
tls  &rat  inteaUon  Uw  d«no(«d  the  article  of  tlie  effect,  the  Antnjfiorfo 
sdu.  See  FesttiH, iii, 93.4.  Pliny.  H.N. x\-iJi.  57.1851  Aecedit 
rerum  obacuritsa,  nunc  pnecurrente  (nee  pauria  dietnu)  Umijualalmii 
goificstu  quod  wpoj^ifuiaur  Umci  rocnnt ;  nunc  pottvenieoU  quod  hrtxtt' 
fiamt :  el plenimqiie  aliu  dtiusalinatArdiuacxslieffectuad  icmm  dKidno. 
vulgo  BcreniC^le  reddita  ctntftrlum  tiilut  audiiiius  —  Vp^ctiuc,  v.  10  :  Aut 
enim  circa  diem  atatuin,  aut  ante  rcl  po«tea,  lempesislce  fieri  comperluni 
cat.  nnde  pTTPcedrntea  itpn^ifuimv.  naacenbw  die  aoUcmni  iwijfnfuimn 
aubsequentes  ^raytttuKrui  Unuco  vocKhulo  nuncupaTerunt. 
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ridian  to  have  been  deteriuiued  bif  observation,  (as  it  most 
probably  was,)  yt%,  it'  the  calculation  above  alluded  to  is  not 
mistaken,  oljservation  itself  for  this  latitude  must  hnve  deter- 
miuetl  the  [ihenomeuon  to  November  10  or  1 1  ;  and  therefore 
the  specific  effect  of  the  phcnnmcnon,  hut  at  an  irregular 
time  and  Mffnn  jam  cot^ecto,  could  not  hare  been  earlier  than 
November  13  or  14. 

And  in  our  opinion  its  Hctual  date  must  hH>-e  been  the 
night  of  November  13.  For  Brst,  though  it  is  not  distinctly 
asserted  that  Cxsar's  soldiers  had  been  engaged  all  the  day 
until  sight  in  fortifying;  their  camp  before  this  storm  came 
upon  them,  it  ih  clearly  imptic^d  that  they  hod  ;  and  that  this 
was  the  reason  why  the  storm  had  come  upon  them  unawai-es : 
vis.  that  Opere  facieurlo  se  circumspiciendi  non  habebont 
fecultatem :  they  were  too  busy  all  day  to  look  about  them. 
Again,  it  was  Ctesar'K  practice  at  this  time  to  advance  his 
lines  every  three  or  fonr  days :  and  there  waM  a  space  of 
three  miles  between  his  camp  aud  that  of  the  enemy  *■,  which 
allowed  him  to  do  that.  Now  he  had  udvniiced  liis  front  uucc 
before  on  Nov.  ".  It  would  be  repeated  Nov.  10;  and  again 
Nor.  13 :  and  if  it  was  actually  done  on  this  Inst  day,  his 
soldiers  might  easily  have  been  occupied  on  the  fortification 
of  the  camp  all  the  day  until  the  ereuing;  and  might  then 
be  surprised  by  the  sudden  setting  iu  of  a  change  of  weather 
before  they  were  prepared  for  it.  Lastly,  the  dale  of  the  new 
moou  of  November,  B.  (\  47,  and  for  this  meridian,  was  only 
the  day  after  Nov.  13  ;  and  that  might  have  as  much  to  do 
with  the  setting  in  of  this  storm,  and  at  this  particular  con- 
juncture, as  any  thing  else  which  has  yet  been  mentioned. 
The  new  moon  of  November,  B.  C.  47,  being  calculated  from 
our  Tables,  and  for  the  meridian  of  Runpina,  {42  m.  58  sec. 
east  of  Greenwich,}  is  found  to  have  fallen  November  14  at 
lib.  l^m.  5U-9  sec.  mean  time.  These  different  coindo 
dencea,  Ciesar's  rule  in  the  advance  of  the  front  of  his  camp 
every  three  or  four  days,  the  setting  of  tlic  Pleiads,  and  the 
limits  of  the  gidna  eonffctum,  and  the  new  moon  for  the  me- 
ridian of  Kiispina,  all  meeting  in  this  one  day,  November  13, 
can  leave  little  doubt  that  November  13  must  have  been  the 
actual  date  of  this  storm,  between  the  second  watch,  (that  is, 

•  Chp.  ij. 


51fi      On  the  Verifieation  of  the  Roman  Calendar,    dibs,  ivm, 

about  9  r.  m.)  unci  midnight.  And  aince  it  thus  appears  to 
have  been  exactly  six  dnys  aftpr  the  Inst  Roman  date,  which 
has  been  given  in  terms,  the  iii  Kalcndas  Fchruarias.  Novem- 
ber 7,  it»  Boman  date  miut  have  been  the  Nones  of  Kehnutry 
U.  G.  708.  If  so,  the  Xones  of  Fchruar)-  U.  C.  708  coincided 
with  November  13. 

iii.  On  the  date  of  the  baith  o/Thapsus ;  and  of  the  death 
ofCnto. 

The  arrival  of  Jnbn  to  the  a&ftistance  of  Sdpio  and  Petreius 
is  meutioaed  after  this>' ;  and  hiii  coming  ia  attributed  to  the 
news  of  the  battle  of  hone  betveeu  Cse^ar  and  Scipio',  in 
whicL  the  latter  had  the  worsu.  The  date  of  that  encounter 
was  the  vi  Kal.  Febr.  Xov.  4' ;  the  same  day  on  Mhich  C.-csar 
sent  back  six  of  his  transports,  to  fetch  the  rest  of  his  soldiers 
fivini  Sicily :  and  there  was  but  one  day's  intcrral  between 
the  arrival  of  .luba*  aTid  that  of  these  reinforcements'".  It 
would  require  eight  or  ten  days  to  bring  them  to  Africa  fnxm 
Sicily,  with  whatsoever  despatch ;  do  that  they  could  not 
have  arrived  before  November  13  or  1  i  at  the  earliest:  and, 
even  as  it  was.  it  was  some  days  after  their  arrival  itself 
before  they  cfl'ectcd  their  jtinction  with  (!a;sar*'. 

As  to  Juba,  if  he  liad  to  march  from  Cirta",  (2(>0  miles 
firom  Uuspina  direct  =  290  by  road,)  and  was  summoned 
thence  to  llie  aid  of  Scipio  only  after  Noreraber  4-,  he  could 
scarcely  have  arrived  in  less  than  30  days'  time.  IJut  be 
probably  came  from  Zama^  :  and  as  that  was  not  more  than 
HO  miles  direct  from  RuHpiua,  yt)  by  road,  he  might  both  re- 
ceire  the  summons  of  Scipio  there,  and  yet  be  actnally  come 
to  RiiH|iiim  thence  in  jiersoii,  in  Lt-n  or  eleven  days'  time. 

After  this  we  meet  with  no  more  dates  iu  terms  for  aume 
time,  though  allusions  to  marches  by  night  or  in  the  mom<> 
ing  occur  at  intermediate  points  of  time;  from  which  an  idea 
of  the  age  of  the  moon  when  they  vicrc  going  on  might  bo 
formed  ^  But  the  6rst  date  which  next  occurs  iu  terms  is 
the  xii  Kal.  Apriles^  March  21   Roman  January  19  Julian, 


r  Cap.  48.  Cf.  Dio,  xUU.  3  :  4^-6. 
SnaCatUius  Jslia*.  Ixri.  1, 

'  Cf.  op.  37 — 41,  Appisn,  B.  (. 
U.96 


•  0«p.  48-ji. 
kR>M.48;5>:.U:54.     -IWd.Jj. 

'  IbU.  91-94     <'f.  Vilrutiu,  viii.4, 

•  io|K5»-;i.  '  Ibid,  n- 
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B.  C.  46,  when  Csesar  performed  the  ceremony  of  the  lustra- 
tion of  his  army ;  for  which  we  cannot  divine  any  other 
reason  than  probably  because  March  was  properly  the  mili- 
tary lustral  month,  and  this  day  in  March,  the  21st  in  par- 
ticular, was  one  of  the  days  of  the  Quinquatrus :  viz.  the 
third. 

Three  days  in  sequence  K  are  mentioned  after  this,  March 
22,  23,  24  Roman,  January  20,  21,  22  Julian;  and  on  the 
fourth  day  after  the  last  of  the  three,  March  27  Roman, 
January  25  Julian,  Csesar  marched  from  his  encampment  at 
Tisdra  to  Agar,  where  he  had  once  been  encamped  before  ^ : 
and  as  that  was  52  miles  direct,  58  or  59  by  road,  from 
Tisdra',  (four  days'  march,)  we  may  presume  that  he  would 
not  get  there  before  March  30  Roman,  January  28. 

From  this  day  we  can  follow  the  course  of  proceedings 
without  interruption  down  to  the  battle  of  Thapsus,  which 
decided  the  fortune  of  this  war''.  The  date  of  this  battle, 
according  to  Ovid '  and  to  the  Prtenestine  calendar,  was  the 
\iii  Idu3  Apriles,  April  6  Roman  U.  C.  708,  February  4  B.  C. 
46.  And  this  date  is  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  the 
author  De  Belle  Africano.  He  mentions  Fridie  Nonas 
Apriles.'",  February  2 ;  on  which  day  Csesar  set  out  from 
Agar  Tertia  vigilia,  i.  e.  at  midnight,  and  marched  to  Tha- 
psus, 16  Roman  miles.  And  here  it  is  to  be  observed  that, 
as  the  moon  was  new  January  11  or  12,  it  would  be  rising 
about  midnight  on  February  2.  Pridie  (Nonas)  occurs  again  •>, 
and  of  this  same  day.  And  then  the  day  after,  i.  e.  the 
Nones,  February  3  j  and  the  following  night "  :  and  on  the 
day  after  that  the  battle '*;  thus  determined  to  the  viii  Idus 
Apriles,  April  6  Roman,  February  4  Julian, 

It  is  agreed  that  the  news  of  the  defeat  at  Thapsus  was 
carried  to  Utica  in  three  days'  time P,  which  was  possible; 
the  distance  not  being  more  than  130  Roman  miles  direct. 
It  would  arrive  there  consequently  April  9  Roman,  February 
7  Juhan.     The  death  of  Cato  appears  to  have  ensued  on  the 


ff  t'»P-  75!  76-           *^  Cf.  cap.67.  1  Fasti,  iv.  377—380  J  cf.373. 

i  Cf.  cap.  79-  m  Cap.  79.         "  Ibid.  So:  cf.  83. 

k  Ibid.  77_86.      Dio,  xliii.   7—9.  o  Cap,  80— 86. 

Appiao,  B.  C.  ii.  97.    Livy,  oiiii :  cut.  f  Plutarch,  Cato  Mid.  Iriii.    A[^ian, 

riDtuvh,  CKsar,  UiL     Cato  Min.  Mi-  B.  C,  ii.  98  ;  100. 
HU.    Orosias,  vi.  16. 
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night  of  the  third  dav  after  1 ;  tbat »,  on  the  night  oT  April 
11  or  the  momiiij;  of  April  12,  Fobninry  10  Julisu:  at  SO 
TCHTB  of  age  according  to  Appian ',  in  his  ISth  year  according 
to  the  epitome  of  Livy*,  and  to  Plutarch*.  The  conicKt  of 
these  accountfl  would  inipK-  that  the  nights  were  tlnrk  }  and 
Plutarch's  in  particular  that  it  was  the  winter  sc&son.  Both 
these  things  were  the  case  February  9  or  10  IJ.  C.  46. 

Cicaar  hinijwlf  arrived  at  Ctica  after  the  death  of  Cato; 
probably  only  a  day  or  two  later :  ns  be  set  out  on  his  mardi 
thither  from  the  field  of  Thapsns  only  the  day  after  bi» 
victory";  April  7  Roman  February  5  Julian.  He  arrived  in 
the  evening «:  Circiter  huninibus  accensts :  and  he  passed 
the  night  before  the  gates  of  L'tica.  And  that  too  is  an 
argument  of  a  dark  night. 

iv.  Oh  the  daft  of  the  Mum  of  Caaar  to  Btkmt ;  amd  on  the 
tiato  of  hix  Triwttpha^  Xi.  C.  46. 

The  letters  of  Cicero  give  ua  little  or  no  assistance  in  llxing 
the  chronology  of  these  events;  though  »cvcral  are  cxtan^ 
which  must  have  Iwen  written  while  this  war  lu  Africa  wa» 
going  on  *.  We  shall  notice  only  one,  addressed  to  Varro  r ; 
because  it  appears  to  have  been  written  alter  the  news  of 
Cicsar's  final  sueoesa  had  reached  the  city:  and  in  the  midst 
of  the  forty  datjs  Kiipplications  which  according  to  Dio*  were 
decreed  on  that  acconnt. 

For  the  account  of  Casar's  movements  before  his  return 
to  Italy,  we  must  go  to  the  Auctor  De  Bello.  Ou  the  Ides 
of  June,  (April  12,)  be  embarked  at  Utica;  and  Post  diem 
tertium  (April  W)  arrived  at  Caralia  iu  Sardinia*.  On  the 
iii  Kalendns  Quinctile-s  (April  27)  he  took  ship  again  from 
Caralis ;  and  arrived  at  Rome  at  last  on  the  twaittf-eighfh  day 
after",  (May  24,  vii  Kal  Sextiles,) :  so  Ion;;  a  voyage,  from 
Sardinia  merely,  being  accounted  for  by  liis  foUowtng  the 
line  of  the  coast,  and  by  his  having  been  repeatedly  detained 
by  stress  of  weather  ou  the  way. 

<i.A<i<:t'irI>Dello,8;,&8    Plnurcb,  » C'*p.  WS.  *  Ibid.  89, 90. 

(Mo   Mtn.  lit:  Ixiii  i  Iu  ^  Ixni  livU  *  Cf.  Ail  Attic,  iii.! ,t :    5.     Ad 

— Ux.    UiOiStiii.  10-13.    A|)ptao.D.C.  l^m-ri.  8. 

iLgS:  99.    Pl(mi»,  jr.  J.  7o_;i.  r  Ad  fva.ix.tt  vt.$t  6. 

'B.C.  ii.M.  •miv.  'jOnUu. 

•  Villi,  Usui  J  cf.  iii.  »  C*|..  9S  :  <f.  [Ikk,  >lli.  14 :  1  J. 
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The  next  thing  tiiereforc  for  our  considcratioD  will  be  the 
date,  or  dates,  of  the  triumplis,  four  in  number'',  (a  Gallic, 
an  Alexandrine,  a  Pontic,  and  an  vVfrican  one  rcspentively,) 
which  it  is  agreed  that  he  celebrated  this  year,  at  Home ; 
after  his  return. 

Now  these  triumphs  were  not  celebrated  roiitiimously,  hut 
Interjcctis  ilitbus*^;  and  yet  they  were  all  cclebnit-ed  iu  one 
month  ^' :  and  it  appears  from  Dio  ■)  that  the  date  of  the  last 
coiucided  with  the  day  of  the  dedication  of  the  Forum  Cie- 
snris,  and  of  that  of  the  temple  of  Venus  Gcnitris ;  which 
Csesar  had  vowed  on  the  day  of  Pharsalia,  and  which  was 
now  ready  to  be  consecrated.  Now  iu  the  Capruuie  Hud 
the  Piticlau  fragmeutn  of  the  Julian  calendar,  for  the  mouth 
of  September,  the  stated  day  of  Veuus  Ueaitrix  appears  as 
the  vii  Kal.  Octobres  and  as  the  vi  Kalendna  Octobres  re- 
spectively; the  former  September  25  iu  the  Julian  calendar, 
the  latter  September  2.')  iu  the  old  calendar:  from  which  we 
may  infer  that  ita  true  or  original  date  was  tbia  of  the  Pin- 
cian  fragment,  vi  Kal.  Octobres,  and  that  of  the  Capranic, 
the  vii  Kal.  OctobrcB,  was  ito  date  after  the  JuUan  correction^- 
This  explanation  seems  to  be  contirmed  by  tho  Nundinal 
character  of  these  two  days,  B.  C.  '10 ;  for  September  2  Ko- 
man,  U.C.  "OH,  being  Nundinal,  September  20  must  have 
been  Nundiuid ;  September  20  munt  have  been  the  day  before 
a  Nundinal  day.  The  dedicatiuti  therefore  did  not  fall  on  the 
Nundinal  day,  but  on  the  day  before  it.  As  then  Suetonius 
tella  us  that  these  triumphs  were  all  celebrated  in  one  month, 
and  as  t\nn  of  September  2.5  Roman  wan  the  last ;  they  must 
all  have  beeu  celebrated  iu  September  Homau,  between  Sep- 
tember 1  and  25  :  and  that  interval  being  just  ^l  days  or 
three  periods  of  eight  days  each,  it  ia  a  very  probable  con- 
jecture that  they  were  all  celebrated  in  the  compa&s  of  these 


^  !4iutODiu»,  Vita  xxsrii;  cf.  IvtniL 
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Ufjr,  CXI'.      Vi-lldu«  P»l..  ii.  j6  hw 
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^^1  ttu*  luocith   at  Uciober  ;   which  migbt 
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24  dfifs,  eight  dnys  asunder  one  from  another;  the  first  Se[ 
tember  1  (Roman)  June  'iV>,  the  »ccou(l  September  9  July  6, 
the  third  September  17  July  11-,  and  the  fourth  September 

25  J  uly  32 :  each  on  the  day  before  the  NuudiDal  day  altko^ 
We  may  coofirm  this  conjecture  aa  foUows : 

i.  It  uiay  be  inferred  from  Dio-"  that  the  night  of  the  last 
day^s  triumph  wrb  light,  immediately  after  supper  at  least;] 
and  as  the  moon  was  new  July  8,  the  night  of  July  22  tti 
the  fall  raoou  itself. 

ii.  Both  he  and  Suetonius  Mnform  us  that  on  the  day  of 
the  first  trium]ih,  (the  Gallic  one,)  June  28  as  wu  have  con-, 
eluded,  Ciesar's  car  broke  down  as  he  was  passing  by  tba 
Velabrum  ;  and  having  been  detained  by  that  accident  btt 
had  to  mount  to  the  Capiiol  at  last  in  the  dark,  i.  c.  Ail  lu- 
mina :  with  forty  elephants  carrj'iiig  lycbnuchi  for  the  pur- 
pose. There  was  no  moon  then  wc  may  presume  on  the 
night  of  this  first  triumph;  nor  could  there  be  on  June  28, 
(when  the  moon  was  20  days  old.)  before  midnight  at  leiuit- 

iii.  All  these  triumphs,  and  the  gamc«,  dirernous,  and 
sho^vs  of  various  kinds  which  made  part  of  the  same  celebri- 
ties, would  thus  )>e  going  on  in  the  hottest  part  of  the  year  ; 
between  June  2H  nnd  July  22 :  and  that  such  was  the 
might  bo  inferred  even  from  the  allusion  in  I>io%  to  tlio 
napavijuatMra,  owiiings  or  canopies,  provided  for  the  occa- 
sion ;  which  could  hnvc  becu  wanted  for  no  purpose  but  that 
of  screening  the  spectators  from  the  sun.  But  it  is  most 
clearly  implied  in  what  Nicolaus  of  Damascus  in  hi»  Life  of 
Augustus  tells  UK  of  the  piirt  assigned  to  him  in  particular  in 
the  same  ceremonies  ^ :  'Ek  tovtov  tos  Op^a^^^lKin  ^ye  itofoit 
%miTap,  rot)  Kara  Ai^vtjp  icotiifMiv  tS>v  ti  A^Xtuv  ott  iito\tfujv€, 
xal  Tov  vion  Kaurapa  ulow  ^8rj  ■senoujfK'i'ot,  ojto  i<  rpoiroi'  rivh 
Kot  <pw(t  (uiov)  iia  TO  oyj^oTiiria  rov  yivmis  €hiM,  ii^X(v<r€  rf 
iaVTov  Spiiari  iwtaOai.  And  again  ' :  B(tv\6titi'»t  b'  ovrhv  6  Ka^, 
trap  Koi  ifiTitipov  Tov  aymvuOtTeit'  iv  raits  Toiauraii  \of 
flTvcu,  ivow  opTtni'  Otirpotp,  tov  fi^v  'Payjiaiwov  if  y  avrbs  wc 
r^v  ^poiTiba  elx*,  OMpov  6i  'EAAtjriKot-,  rovrw  ixirpf^fp 
in^tvov  r^v  itywoOtaiav.  uai  6  fiiv,  cr;roL>5a{i«i'  itiifiiXiiav  re 
Rol  ^tXav^/ram^u-  i.iroiti(aiTOat  ip  Kott^arfificot  ml  ftoKpor^Ttus 


r  tan.  11. 

I  ViU,  xxxTii.  3,   Dio,  tlili.  ii- 


■  sUti.  94  i  cf.  PUnr.  U.  N.  xix.  «^ 
5lo>  >■  Vii*,  riii.  ■IMd.is. 
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j^^/iaiT,  o^aiuw  Tt  inr^v  llxpt  XiJtrcic  r^  ffiaif,  dt  siaov  *  ni- 
isTii  ola  Wos  (Tot  itovcdi'  imtipaTov.  Tbe  days  were  therefore 
at  their  toage»t  and  consequently  at  their  hotient  also  when 
these  exhibitions  were  going  on. 

Lastly,  it  itiftv  be  inferrecl  from  Dio  ^  that  all  this  most 
bare  been  going  on  in  the  Roman  September ;  because  be- 
twceu  the  account  of  thu  close  of  these  celebrities  and  that 
of  the  refurmation  of  the  calendar',  (which  properly  began 
with  the  first  intercalation  extra  ordinan  at  tbe  end  of  the 
Komaii  November,)  be  interpoiMtH  the  mention  of  an  buraan 
sacrifice,  tlie  reason  of  which  he  professes  not  to  have  known, 
but  the  fact  he  relates  as  follows :  'AAAot  hi  hvo  iv^ts  iv 
TftoTif   Twl   UfiovpyCas   ia<l>6Yqaau.     Kai   to  niv   oItiov    qvk   oUia 

tiiruu <^  b'  ovv   T^  'Ap(i<f>  itibiff  Tsptis  re   tup  vovtuPCkvi' 

ml  Ttpoi  Tov  Upiui  toS  'Apcav  irvBif^rai;  xtU  yt  at  K«^aAal  avrtSl* 
■ttfthi  Trt  ^airlXtiov  iytridtfToi'. 

We  suspect  that  It  was  a  sacrifice  to  Jupiter  Latlaris  which 
was  pcrformeil  oq  this  occasion.  For  though  in  the  classical 
writers  of  antiquity,  without  exception,  there  is  a  total  and 
mysterious  silence  concerning  such  v.  matter  of  fact  as  tbe 
itouicilation  of  human  victims  among  the  Itomans  gf  old,  at 
a  stated  time,  to  Jupitirr  Lntiaris  in  particular;  the  Christian 
Fathers,  capeciRlly  tbe  earliest  of  them,  assert  it  as  an  un- 
qnestionablc  matter  of  fact ;  as  something  which  wiis  still 
wont  to  be  done  in  their  time,  and  the  doing  of  which  they 
had  seen  with  their  own  eyes"'.  It  is  probable  however  that 
only  one  such  victim  was  usually  sscrificcd ;  but  that  on  this 
occasion  there  were  two :  and  that  this  was  the  reason  why 
Dio  uoticred  the  sacrifice  at  all,  as  being  so  far  homcthing  ex- 
traordinary.    Wc  should  thus  learn  the  stated  mouth  of  tbia 

*  Tins  iUmM  and  w  contracted  is  recognized  obittr  bjr  Saeloiuu*,  Au- 
gnsnu,  riii.  3. 
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Cdib)>wv  with  lbe««  Porpliirj,  l>o 
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ToS   fiariapiou   At&(    lofty   ■rfajT^nwl' 
ivtfitwiirt  c(.   EumV.    Pntp.   Ktuig*- 
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sacrifice ;  vis.  October :  (in  which  too  the  October  equal 
annuoUj'  sacrificed :)  but  not  tbc  day  of  the  month*. 

Section  VII. — On  the  administration  of  the  Mvettth  Cycle  of 
the  Irregular  Calendar  in  general. 

And  here  we  shall  conclude  our  consideration  of  the  Irre- 
gulnr  Roninn  cnlendar :  and  with  it  the  series  of  iUustnuioDa 
mid  proofs  by  means  of  wfaicb  it  has  been  expluiued  and  veri- 
fied. The  retniunder  of  this  vear  belongs  to  the  history  of 
the  Julian  correction. 

Vet  it  would  not  be  proper  to  take  our  leave  of  this  sub- 
ject  without  remarking  on  tbe  sin^lar  contrast  which  the 
administration  of  this  last  cycle  exhibits  in  comparison  of 
that  of  cvcr^'  one  before  it  but  the  ver}'  first;  and  ia  thie  one 
respect  of  the  use  or  nonuse  of  the  Mcrkedonius.  There  are 
only  three  intercalations  discoverable  in  the  whole  of  tliis 
cycle;  one  in  tbe  second  year,  one  in  the  ttiirteenth,  and  one 
in  the  nineteenth.  This  last  was  no  doubt  intended  in  sub- 
serviuncy  to  the  Julinu  correction.  The  first  was  introduced 
under  the  auspices  of  the  pontitf  who  preceded  Julius  C«sar ; 
and  the  second,  as  we  have  already  obsencd,  was  probably 
au  accidental  nud  unpremeditated  consequence  of  the  stale 
of  things  at  tbe  time .-  and  in  particular  of  the  death  of 
Clodius. 

*  [t  appenrn  frDni  Featua',  that  Ju|iit«r  IjatiarU  ww  suppoaod  to  bt 
Ijatuius,  after  his  diu^peariLnce  id  battle  with  Mn«DtitM.  It  vsems  too 
that  his  ferue  lasted  ox  dsys' ;  duiing  which  hntb  freenmt  and  alavw 
won  m  ■ort  of  oMiUa  or  mHsk*.  for  the  moon  owigaul  by  Fe«tu«.  What 
foUonrt,  ID  reference  to  t^gotie'aiidtoa  similMrcuitomaiaoagtlieUmk.B. 
mif^t  imply  that  the  proper  time  of  thne  feiiv  too  was  the  end  of  the 
Kiiinincr  quarter,  and  the  Kc-gmning  of  the  anlumrui). 

The  Fi-ria!  Latina'  tknniielrais  am  said  to  hsve  bova  ioetitutcd  in  baiMiar 
of  Japit«r  LatiahH^.  The  title  given  to  these  ttrim  in  the  eonnplex  was  the 
Laiiar.  Lati.irc  lacruui:  or  tbe  Luturia  made  port  of  tbrin*.  Jupitei 
[^liaris  was  ihn  presiding  gcniua  of  the  Moru  JUbaous'.  And  this  title, 
u  Suetonius  tells  us",  vm  conferred  on  Caligula. 


I  zni  115.  }.  Ofdllvtn. 
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Thia  new  rule  of  administrntion  is  strikingly  opposed  to 
that  which  ia  seen  to  have  preriuled  with  ^reat  regularity  in 
gencrnl  from  us  far  bnck  as  H.  C.  153  ;  and  it  is  not  the  less 
remarkable  because  it  begins  to  appear  only  from  the  time 
of  the  death  of  the  pontiff  Metellus,  and  of  the  election  of 
Cssar  in  bin  stead :  both  which  things  happened  in  the  se- 
cond year  of  tlic  cycle.  We  cannot  jn-rsuade  ourselves  thut 
this  coincidence  was  accidental  and  unintentional;  nor  yet, 
if  it  was  otherwise,  can  we  imagine  any  explanation  of  it  so 
probable  as  this .-  viz.  That  Cicaar  had  conceived  the  design 
of  reforming  the  calendar,  on  a  certain  principle,  even  before 
he  was  elected  Pontifex  Maximus  this  very  year;  and  had 
already  laid  down  a  plan  for  that  purpose  in  his  own  mind, 
which  he  intended  to  carry  into  effect  as  soon  as  he  had  the 
opportunity  of  doing  so.  From  the  account  which  Suetonius 
has  given  of  the  elVorLs  which  he  made  to  ensure  bis  election, 
it  is  clear  that  he  attachcfl  no  slight  importance  to  its  suc- 
cess ;  and  that  is  accounted  for,  if  he  was  projecting  evCTi  at 
that  time  the  correction  of  the  calendar.  For  the  first  thing 
necessary,  with  that  object  in  view,  would  be  to  get  himself 
elected  Pontifex  Alaximus. 

ICow  it  ia  agreed  that  Julius  Ciesar  came  straight  to 
Rome  on  Ibis  occasion,  before  his  election  to  the  office  of 
Pontifex  Maximus  in  L'.C.  691  B.C.  SS.  from  the  court  of 
Nicomedcs  king  of  Bithynia;  where  he  had  previously  passed 
•omc  time.  The  Rithyiiian  calendar  at  this  time  was  JuUan 
in  principle  and  Cyclical  in  appearance;  that  is,  it  was  a 
calendar  of  that  kiud  which  united  apparently  both  the  Ju- 
lian and  the  (.VclicaJ  principle;  to  which  we  have  given  the 
name  of  the  CycUco- Julian  :  and  its  epoch,  (as  we  beliere, 
and  ait  possibly  we  may  some  time  or  other  have  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  Hlicwing  more  at  large,)  was  December  2-V  U.  C. 
170.  The  first  period  of  this  calendar  (the  Julian  period  of 
120  years)  would  come  to  an  end  B.  C.  50;  and  the  head  of 
the  calendar  at  that  time  would  be  found  to  have  fallen  back 
to  November  S4 :  and  the  intercalation  of  a  motith  of  30 
days,  ju&t  at  the  same  time,  according  to  rule  in  such  cases, 
would  be  necessary  to  bi'ing  it  back  to  its  proper  epoch  of 
December  24.  We  strongly  suspect  that  thit  was  the  kind  of 
calendar  which  Julius  Otesar,  when  be  returned  from  Bithy- 
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uia  to  Rome,  was  pruixntitig  to  Kubstitute  for  the  Irregular 
Roman  culentlar,  previously  io  use;  n  mU^iidar  wliicli  should, 
be  cyclical  in  »ppenrance  and  Julian  io  reality  like  the  iiilhy*i 
nian,  and  therefore  be  solar  like  that :  but  should  consist  of 
36S  days  perpetually  as  that  aiKo  did  ;  and  should  be  attach- 
ed  to  the  same  epoch,  December  2  \  aud  23,  as  that ;  either  of 
which  terms  at  tltis  period  of  time  was  competent  to  rcpre- 
Beat  the  wiutcr  solBtice. 

Tbc  finst  thing  ueccssary,  with  such  an  object  in  view, 
would  be  to  bring  down  the  Kalends  of  the  Roman  January 
to  November  24 ;  and  that  having  been  cSectcd,  uothiQ| 
would  he  uectisiiHry  except  to  iut*;rcalatc  a  mouth  of  30  dayajj 
and  so  to  bring  them  up  to  the  desired  epoch  of  Deoei 
her  2-t.  In  the  year  after  Cesar's  election  to  the  office  of 
Poutifex  Maximus,  B.  C.  GH,  they  were  falling;  on  March  1 1 ; 
and  that  being  the  case  it  is  manifest  that  tLey  could  nut  be 
brought  down  to  November  24  except  by  a  systematic  absti- 
nence from  the  use  uf  the  Mcrkcdoiiius  for  a  certain  length 
of  time.  Accordingly  from  tliis  time  forward  down  Io  H.  C. 
54~ati  no  kind  of  yeurs  appears  in  the  cidendar,  but  the 
common  one,  cither  of  354  days  or  of  335  days;  and  it  is 
not  a  little  remarkable  that,  if  the  object  of  thia  mode  of 
administering  the  calendar  was  really  to  briug  down  the 
Kalends  of  January  to  Nurembur24,  that  cflect  was  actually 
produced  U.  C  53-52  itself:  in  wliich  year,  (answering  tn 
U.C.  702,)  the  Kalends  of  January  arc  seen  to  have  been 
falling  on  November  24  11.  C.  53.  ''Hie  first  Cyclico-Julii 
])criiid  of  the  Itithyniau  calendar  would  nut  expin;  until  B.O.^ 
50;  but  the  epoch  of  their  calendar  had  already  l>egun  to 
fall  ou  November  24  in  B,  C.  53 :  wliich  is  a  very  observable 
nHDcidence,  and  do(-»  iiiueh  to  authorize  the  conclusion  that 
the  Roman  kalends  had  been  purposely  brought  down  to 
this  day,  in  order  to  agree  with  the  lliliiynian.  It  is  evident 
at  least  that,  if  such  u  design  as  that  of  nKsimihi-tiiig  the  Ro- 
man ealondar  to  the  Hithynian,  and  uf  regulating  it  thenoo* 
forward  on  the  name  f>clico- Julian  princijile,  bud  he 
Rcttiaily  conceived,  no  conjuncture  could  have  been  more' 
favourable  for  its  execution  than  this ;  when  the  Roman 
kalends  were  actually  falUug  on  the  same  day  as  the  Hithy- 
niau,  Nor.  24,  and  in  the  same  year  uf  the  Cyolico- Julian 
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period,  the  H8th  B.  C.  53.  Nothing  would  have  been  neces- 
sary just  at  this  point  of  time  except  to  intercalate  a  month 
of  30  days  ;  and  the  thing  desired  would  have  been  done. 
Nor  ia  it  improbable  that  the  administrators  of  the  calendar 
at  llome  expected  that  this  would  have  been  done  :  and  per- 
haps that  expectation  is  the  beat  explanation  of  the  effect 
which,  as  we  have  seen,  took  place  this  year,  and  yet  was  not 
easy  to  be  accounted  for ;  viz.  that  of  the  Nundinal  incidence 
on  the  Kalends  of  January  U.  C.  702  :  for  that  effect  would 
not  have  taken  place  if  a  month  had  been  intercalated  at 
this  time,  and  the  Kalends  of  January  had  thereby  been 
advanced  from  Nov.  24  to  Dec.  24.  Nov.  24  B.  C.  53  was 
Nundinal,  but  Dec.  24  was  not  so.  And  perhaps  had  Cicsar 
himself  been  at  Home,  and  had  the  circumstances  of  the  time 
been  favourable,  the  calendar  would  have  been  corrected  on 
this  principle,  and  in  this  manner,  and  at  this  time.  But  he 
was  absent  in  Gaul,  and  every  thing  at  Rome  was  in  confu- 
sion ;  and  so  the  opportunity  was  lost.  The  ordinary  Mer- 
kedonius  of  the  Roman  calendar,  as  we  have  seen,  was  inter- 
calated this  year,  for  the  first  time  since  B.  C.  63 ;  but  with 
that  exception  the  administration  of  the  calendar  went  on  in 
the  same  manner  from  B.  C.  53-47,  as  from  B.  C.  63-53 : 
i.  e.  admitting  of  no  kind  of  year  but  the  common  one  of  this 
last  cycle,  that  of  354  days.  The  consequence  of  which  must 
necessarily  be  that  the  Kalends  of  January  U.  C.  708,  the 
last  year  of  the  Irregular  calendar,  (the  year  of  confusion  aa 
it  is  called,)  would  be  found  to  have  fallen  back  toOctoberll 
B.  C.  47.  And  yet  when  the  work  of  correction  was  taken  in 
hand  in  this  year,  it  is  very  observable  that  the  intercalary 
months,  over  and  above  the  ordinary  Merkedonius,  which 
were  intended  to  raise  the  Kalends  of  January  to  their  pro- 
per epoch  in  the  Julian  correction,  Dec.  30,  were  inserted  at 
last  between  the  months  of  November  and  December ;  that 
is,  just  where  they  must  have  been  in  the  Cyclico-Julian  cor- 
rection of  the  Bithyuian  calendar. 

It  is  the  drift  of  these  observations  to  render  it  probable 
that  the  kind  of  correction  which  Ctesar  contemplated  at  first 
was  the  Cyclico-Julian ;  and  that  the  actual  administration 
of  the  calendar  at  Rome  was  made  subservient  to  that  object. 
Had  this  intention  been  carried  into  effect  at  last,  it  cannot 
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be  denied  that  the  Roman  calendar  bj  riitw  of  nub  a  cor- 
rection would  have  become  a  Juhan  ooe;  but  it  is  not  leu 
certain  that  it  would  not  bare  beeti  the  Juliau  calendar. 
Whether  Julius  Cicsar  himself  under  such  circamstanccs  had 
yet  conccircd  a  clear  idea  of  such  a  caieudar  as  tht  JuUan 
properly  so  called,  before  he  visited  Efcj-pt,  we  cannot  under, 
take  to  say ;  but  it  is  certain  tliat,  even  if  he  had  not,  he 
must  have  acquired  a  clear  idea  of  it  /Anv,  he  must  have  had 
tfaenieaiui  at  least  of  acquiring  a  clear  and  distinct  idea  of  it 
there:  of  which  we  may  take  it  for  granted  he  would  make 
good  use.  It  was  this  visit  of  tVaar'a  to  Egypt  then,  and  his 
residence  In  that  country,  after  all,  which  determined  the 
Julian  correction.  And  hi  that  point  of  view  it  must  bo  re- 
garded as  providential.  On  tliis  subject  however  we  hare  said 
enough  in  our  former  work".  The  birthplace  of  the  Julian 
correction  after  all  was  not  Italy  but  Egj'pt ;  and  the  model 
and  prototype  of  the  JuUau  calendar  icaclf  was  the  Sothiacal 
calendar  of  the  Egyptians  °. 
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